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THIS FIGHT

FOR

FREEDOM

HE Theocracy has at all times been violently

opposed by the Devil and his agents, visible and
invisible. There has been a conflict between the
two since the very beginning and always Jehovah
has had his faithful servants on the earth who
have been unafraid of the enemy and have carried
the fight right into his camp. In Australia the re-
ligio-political combine made an attempt to hinder
the Lord's work on January 17th, 1941 when the
Society’s various corporations, and Jehovah's wit-
nesses, were declared unlawful in the Common-
wealth. The Ambassadors of the Theocracy,
however, did not take this lying down. In fact a
more powerful witness than ever has been given,
especially to the rulers.

Hereinafter follow some of the letters and tele-
grams that have passed between the Society’s at-
torney in Australasia and various officials of the
Commonwealth.

Representatives of the Sydney newspapers first
advised the Society’s office of the proposed ‘‘ban”
on Thursday evening January 16th, 1941, News-
papers and radio stations blared forth the news
bright and early on Friday morning, but the “ban”
had not yet been gazetted and for the time being
the authorities were powerless!

The Governor-General of Australia, Lord Gow-
rie, received the following letter at Canberra early
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on Saturday morning January 18th, 1941.
Your Excellency,

News has just reached me per medium of
the press to the effect that the Menzies Government has
declared Jehovah's witnesses an illegal organization. In
a country which has ever been a bulwark of liberty this is
surely most disquieting and as attorney for the Watch
Tower Bible & Tract Society, Brooklyn, New York, I wish
1o enter a vigorous protest against such arbitrary action.

At the present time and for some weeks past several
shipments of Bible helps have been held in bond by the
Customs Department. These were printed in America and
shipped here after the necessary licences had been approved
at this end for their importation. The action of the Gov-
ernment in banning these must of necessity be considered
an insult to the United States, especially since it cannot
possibly be proven that they are subversive in any sense
of the word.

I also have the privilege to be the attorney here for
the International Rible Students Association, a London
corporation closely allied with the Waich Tower Bible &
Tract Society. In Britain, Jehovah's witnesses are, as you
are no doubt aware, permitted to go about their business
of preaching the gospel of God’s Kingdom without
hindrance.

In a report to the British Government in 1939, Sir Nev-
ille Henderson referred to the suffering of Jehovah's wit-
nesses in Germany under the tvrannical hand of Hitler.
This information was published in White Paper Germany
(Number 2) 1939, “Treatment of German Nationals in
Germany”. Already these facts have been brought to the
attention of the Federal Government. Does it not seem
strange that Jehovah's witnesses in this country should be
declared illegal and at the same time 6,000 of their breth-
ren in Germany and many others in countries now oc-
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cupied by Germany, should suffer untold tortures in
concentration camps, because they will not break their
solemn covenant with Almighty God.

In my humble judgment it would have been much better
if the Federal Government had waited till Mr. Menzies
had visited Britain and ascertained (he existing position
as far as Jehovah's witnesses are concerned there. We
are now faced with a nation divided agaiast itself. In Eng-
land the Government continues to regard the preaching of
the gospel of God's Kingdom as of paramount importance.
In this country responsible persons apparently take the
view of Hitler, who was the first to ban Jehovah's wit-
NEeSEEs.

His Majesty, King George VI, recently called upon his
people to put their hand in the hand of God. Your Ex-
cellency and other leaders from time to time have used
similar expressions, thus showing faith in the Almighty
and absolute dependence upon Him for aid. Hence a wit-
ness to His supreme power.

Jehovah's witnesses are neither a sect nor a cult al-
though the newspapers who are unfortunately controlled
in the majority of cases by a foreign power have so re-
ferred to them. There is no desire on the part of Jehovah's
witnesses to curry favour from any earthly potentate. It
is a joy and privilege to continue to bear testimony to
Christ’s Kingdom now being set up which is the world's
only hope. My purpose in sending this letter is that the
responsible persons will choose, with knowledge, whether
they are for or against God and His Kingdom.

Respectfully,
A. MacGillivray

On January 22nd, a letter over the signature of
the Military and Official Secretary to the Governor-
General was sent in reply:

4



THIS FIGHT FOR FREEDOM

Dear Sir,

I am desired by the Governor-General to acknow-
ledge receipt of your letter dated 17th January and to say
that it has been referred for the consideration of the
Commonwealth Government and reply direct, observing that
the matter raised by you is one of Government policy.

Yours faithfully,
(Sgd.) L. W. Bracegirdle
Captain, R. A. N.

In view of the fact that no communication was
received from the government on this vitally ur-
gent matter, a telegram was despatched to His
Excellency the Governor-General on January 30th
as follows:

PLEASE CONVEY HIS MAJESTY KING GEORGE

VI INFORMATION THAT NO LONGER IS IT PER-

MISSABLE TO CIRCULATE IN AUSTRALIA

BIRLES PRINTED BY KINGS COMMAND OXFORD

CAMBRIDGE UNIVERSITY PRESS OF WHICH

LARGE CONSIGNMENT FROM WATCHTOWER

SOCIETY URGENTLY REQUIRED IN BURMA

ARE NOW HELD WHARF SYDNEY STOP AT

SAME TIME CHRISTIAN HOMES RIFLED OF

BIBLES STOP CHRISTIANS NO LONGER PER-

MITTED MEET BOOKS CONTAINING EXPOSURE

HITLER AND ASSOCIATES FORBIDDEN AUS-

TRALIAN DISTRIBUTION.

MACGILLIVRAY.

Prompt reply was received:

AS THE SUBJECT MATTER OF YQOUR TELE-
GRAM DATED THIRTIETH JANUARY IS EN-
TIRELY ONE OF GOVERNMENT POLICY IT HAS
BEEN FORWARDED FOR THE CONSIDERATION

=
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OF THE COMMONWEALTH GOVERNMENT
MILITARY & OFFICIAL SCTY

Apparently, however, the government had not
considered the matter for they were as silent as the
grave. Desiring urgent action, unencumbered by
the usual red-tape delays, the Society's attorney
again addressed the “head of the house,” direct,
February 6th:

HIS EXCELLENCY

THE GOVERNOR GENERAL

LORD GOWRIE

CANBERRA

REFERRING MY TELEGRAM 30 JANUARY AND

YOUR SECRETARY'S REPLY {I1ST YOUR EX-

CELLENCY'S INSTRUCTIONS NOT ACTED UPON

BY FEDERAL GOVERNMENT STOP OFFICERS

OF COMMONWEALTH CONTINUE CARRY ON

PERSECUTION OUTLINED MY TELEGRAM STOP

HOMES RAIDED CHRISTIANS DEPRIVED OF

EMPLOYMENT EJECTED FROM HOMES LEFT

TO STARVE STOP AS A BRITISH CITIZEN I

EMPHATICALLY PROTEST AGAINST THIS OUT-

RAGE

RESPECTFULLY
MACGILLIVRAY

This brought the following reply from the Gov-
ernor-General, written on the same day:

Dear Sir,

I am desired by the Governor-General to acknow-
ledge receipt of vour telegram dated 6th February, in which
the following appears: “Your Excellency's instructions not
acted upon by Federal Government. . . .”

No instructions whatsoever were forwarded by the
Governor-General to the Commonwealth Government in
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connection with the matter under review. To do so would
be in strict contravention of British constitutional prac-
tice. As previously stated the Government's actions, to
which you refer, are based on a matter of Government
policy, and I am to suggest that it would be quite fitting,
if any further communication on the subject were address-
ed to the Prime Minister or Acting Prime Minister.

Yours faithfully,
L. W. Bracegirdle
Captain, R, A. N.

Meanwhile Christians had to endure the loss of
their freedom in a country where freedom is—or
was—a most jealously guarded heritage. It was no
use dealing with the “lesser lights” so the Society’s
attorney sent a further urgent communication to
the King's representative on February 9th. This
telegram was later confirmed in writing:

HIS EXCELLENCY, THE GOVERNOR GENERAL
GRAVE SITUATION HAS DEVELOPED STOP
CHRISTIANS ARE NO LONGER PERMITTED
MEET FOR \WORSHIP OF ALMIGHTY GOD
GOVERNMENT SPENDS HUNDREDS POUNDS TO
PREVENT DISTRIBUTION BIBLES MAINTAINS
EXPENSIVE GESTAPO OVER MY HOME STOP
IF MINISTERS AND SOLICITOR GENERAL CON-
TINUE DEFIANCE CLAUSE 116 CONSTITUTION
AND VIOLATION RIGHTS GUARANTEED THERE-
BY RESPECTFULLY SUGGEST YOU DISMISS AS
SIR PHILIP GAME DISMISSED LABOUR PREM-
IER LANG FOR BREACH OF LAW STOP ONLY
REDRESS IN SUCH CASES IS DIRECT
INTERVENTION OF KING'S REPRESENTATIVE
THEREFORE IT IS USELESS TO ASK ME TO
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COMMUNICATE WITH THE LAWBREAKERS
THEMSELVES
MACGILLIVRAY

Formal acknowledgment from Captain Brace-
girdle, was duly received.

February 11th brought a letter from the Prime
Minister's Department! It was carefully examined
for helpful information, but without success. This
is what it said:

Dear Sir,

I am directed to refer to your telegrams dated
20th January and 6th February addressed to His Ex-
cellency the Governor-General regarding the action recently
taken by the Commonwealth Government in the interests
of national security.

I am to state that the 1epresentations you have submit-
ted in the above connection have been noted.

Yours faithfully,
(Sgd.) F. Strahan
Secretary.

TIME MARCHES ON! After a trip around
Australia during which he visited Jehovah’s wit-
nesses in nearly every state, the Australian rep-
resentative of the Society sent a further very-much-
to-the-point telegram to His Excellency poinfing
out the sad state of affairs in this “land of the free
and home of the brave”. Here it is. It was sent
on March 22nd:

HIS EXCELLENCY, THE GOVERNOR GENERAL

DISAPPOINTED HAVING XNO ACTION MY

TELEGRAM NINTH FEBRUARY REPORTS

COMING TO HAND REVEAL CHRISTIANS BEING
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