






























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































February 15
They taught the people, and preached.—Acts 4:2.
Today Jehovah's witnesses go about preaching in the same
manner as Jesus and his disciples. Let us not forget, this is not
educating people merely for a way of life now. It is a life-
saving work, helping people of good-will into God’s way of salva-
tion that conducts them to a happy, eternal future in the new
world. Is any work more salutary, more productive of lasting
good, more beneficial to the people and more pleasing to God
and his Christ, than this? Do you want a share in it while it
lasts? It means your own salvation as well as that of those
whom you assist into the truth. (1 Tim. 4:16) There is, then,
every reason to keep your interest in the ministry high, realiz-
ing it is not the job exclusively of men in ecclesiastical garb.
Jesus’ disciples were of the common, everyday people without
college or seminarial education, and he taught them to preach,
%;dg;o.spreach what really led to the salvation of the people.
1

February 16
He is faithful that promised.—Ileb. 10;:23.

When giving his first prophecy to man, Jehovah looked for-
ward six thousand years. How it is to be fulfilled in our time
is recorded in the Revelation, written more than sixteen hundred
years after the book of Genesis and more than four thousand
years after the first divine prophecy to man. Truly, Jehovah
God does not forget his promises, but faithfully vindicates his
word. As far as his own promiscs and works are concerned he
says: “I am God, and there is none else; I am God, and there
is none like me; declaring the end from the beginning, and
from ancient times things that are not yet done; saying, My
counsel shall stand, and I will do all my pleasure; . . . yea,
I have spoken, I will also bring it to pass; I have purposed,
I will also do it.” (Isa. 46:9-11, Am. Stan. Ver.) Surely, then,
what he has told us he purposes to do in the thousand years
next after he fulfills his first prophecy we can depend on com-
i‘?,g Itb)/gass. He will give mankind a king for a thousand years.

February 17

The church in Philadelphia . . . 1 have set before thee an
open door, and no man can shut it.—Rev. 3:7,

Today the enthroned King Jesus Christ, with the “key of
David”, and hencr with authority over all the interests of the
Davidic covenant for the Kingdom, has unlocked the door for
those who follow him. This open door signifies the opportunity
to_enter into the ministry of the gospel of the Kingdom by
telling it out to others by all means of publicity. It is an open
door set, not before only men, but before all members of
Christ’s true church at this world’s end. The world over they
put Christianity above nationalism and are cemented together
with brotherly love, for philadelphic means brotherly love. They
keep what he tells them to do and do not deny his name by
going in_ for some worldly religio-political arrangement opposcd
to his kingdom. Happy are all who see the opportunity opened
and who enter the ministry. W 10/15



February 18
Upon thee have I leaned from birth; from my mother’s womb
thou hast been my stay; in thee is my hope continually.
—Ps. 71:6, A.A.T.

The true organization of Jehovah’s children who follow Christ
as Master have held on to their hope and confidence in Jeho-
vah from the very day of its birth, the day of Pentecost, when
he poured down his holy spirit through Christ Jesus. Today,
after nineteen centuries, it can still say the words of Psalm
71:6. A number of religious organizations in Christendom
claim to have descended without a break from the original apos-
tolic organization of the first century. But where do any of
them demonstrate that apostolic devotion to Jehovah and re-
liance upon him? But the facts about Jehovah’s witnesses of
the nineteenth and twentieth centuries prove them worthy and
entitled to take up and repeat the psalmist’s words. They have
stayed upon Jehovah, and their hope continues to be upon him
through Christ. W 12/15

February 19
Thy kingdom come.—Mait. 6: 10.

Though we declarc that the nations will be destroyed by the
“iron rod’ of Jehovah’s King at Armageddon, we are not
nihilists and anarchists. We do not teach lawlessness and re-
belliousness agairst constituted order and governments, no
more than Jeremiah who foretold Jerusalem’s destruction. We
exalt the right and supremacy of God and are warning the
nations. We do not teach men to disrespect the man-made gov-
ernments that have assumed responsibility for law and order
over various territories. At the same time we are forbidden
by God’s Word to teach men to worship the political institu-
tions or to give them what belongs to God. We caunot bring
politics into cur prayers to God and pray him to prosper and
preserve the nations that he has forecordained to destruction.
No, but we pray the prayer of Jesus’ sermon on the mount.
Hence we now preach “this gospel of the kingdom”. W 12/1

February 20
God . .. hath made us able ministers—2 Cor. 8:85,6.

In mary parts of the world that have come under the power
of great religious influence the authorities in power do not
like to recognize Jebovah’s witnesses as ordained ministers,
although they are commissioned of God as such. The author-
ities object because these ministers are different. They do not
realize that one man cannot make another man a minister of
God. Being a minister of God is by reason of His pouring out
upon His servant the holy spirit from on high; and this out-
pouring the Most High God said he would perform upon those
who love him in truth. His spirit motivates those who have
made a consecration to scrve him to preach the gospel, and it
makes no difference whether those individuals be young or old.
If the heart of each one is right and seeking righteousness and
is fully devoted to the Lord God, he will be favored of Jehovah
God with his spirit through Christ. W 1/1



February 21

I have given you a land for which ye did not labour, and cities

which ye built not, and ye dwell in them ; of the vineyards und

oliveyards which ye planted not do ye cat. Now therefore fecar
the Lord.—dJosh. 24: 13, 14.

As to the battle of Armageddon and its effect upon those who
accumulate housrs and lands but do not trust in God and in
his Messiah, Isaiah 5:8, 9,25 says: “Woe unto them that join
house to house, that lay ficld to field, till there be no place, that
they may be placed alone in the midst of the earth! In mine
ears said the Lorp of hosts, Of a truth many houses shall be
desolate, even great and fair, without inhabitant.” If necessary,
the Lord could have the survivors of Armageddon and the
faithful ancients whom he raises from the dead occupy such
vacated houses and factories of which he dispossesses the wicked
users at Armageddon. The thing now to do is for us to use up
what we have in his service as gospel-preachers and let him
take care of providing for the future. W 2/15

February 22

EBuvery one that hearcth these sayings of mine, and docth them
not, shall be likened unto a foolish man, which built his house
upon the send.—Matt. 7:

Men who hear but do not do the things taught them do not
want to hear any more, because they do not care to hear that
they must obey God and must keep the words of his Son.
Christendom is just that way. Hence the battle of Armaged-
don will prove her to be built upon the sands of Babylon and
of Rome, and not upon the unshakable rock of salvation.
Christendom’s kingdom, or her predominant position on this
earth, is short-lived now, ceasing at Armageddon. Because she
gives no heed to Jehovah’s law, all her prayers for pcace and
prosperity fall upon deaf ears with God, and he will not change
from his purpose to destroy her at Armageddon. His Word
says not in vain: “He that turneth away his ear from hearing
%170 51&;1. even his prayer shall be abomination.”—Prov. 28: 9.

/

February 23
I ascend . .. to my God, and your God.—John 20:17.

Because Jehovah is his God, Jesus Christ the Son could
minister to him as his high priest. A high priest worships the
God to whom he offers sacrifices, just as Aaron the high priest
of Israel did. A high priest is certainly not as great as the
God whom he worships and to whom he ministers and offers
sacrifice. The Son did not assume to be an equal of the Iather
by taking the office of high priest to himself, but he waited for
his Father to swear him into the office. “No man taketh this
honour unto himself, bat he that is called of God, as was
Aaron. So also Christ glorified not himself to be made an high
priest; but he that said unto him, Thou art my Son, to day
have I begotten thee. As he saith also in another place, Thou
art a priest for ever after the order of Melchisedec.” (Hcb.
5:4-6) Since it is forever that he is High Pricst like Melchize-
dek, Jesus in heavenly glory worships Jehovah as his personal
God forever. W 3/1



February 24

These are . . . autumn trees without fruit, twice dead,
plucked up by the roots.—Jude 12, A.8.V.

These selfish persons fail to see the real purpose God has in
calling people to his organization, namely, to be fruitful in
righteous works and to let the heavenly truth shine out. When,
for the time that they have been among us, they ought to be
producing, they contribute nothing to the spiritual good of the
organization and fail to be shining lights in this dark world.
They are as trees that, at the close of the fruit-bcaring scason,
are found without fruit, showing they have missed their pur-
pose and sre as good as DEAD. In Palestine unproductive trees
were cut down or uprooted to escape the tax on fruit trees.
When uprooted, such fruitless trees became twice dead or
doubly dead. Likewise, persons of this kind, who are dead to
righteous works, are destroyed forever as hopeless cases. W 8/1

February 25

Wherefore let him that thinketh hc 3tandeth take heed
lest he fall.—1 Cor. 10: 12.

Together, both the spiritual remnant and the good-will multi-
tude of mixed nationalities have now been saved from this
world, like Israel of old from Egypt. In obedience to Jehovah
God we have broken off from it, choosing to obey God rather
than men. But bodily we are still in this world, although we
are not of it. Sc the same temptations continue to befall us as
befell the Israclites in the wilderness. What temptations? Those
named by the apostle, namely: lust after evil things; idolatry,
together with eating, drinking and playing; fornication; tempt-
ing or making trial of Jehovah God; and murmuring. In this
world of temptation a Christian should not think he is so
steady in standing, but should always be on guard, keeping
his self-control. Eise, he will be overreached by Satan’s world
and fall into destruction and never realize the future blessings
of the new world. W }/1

February 26

Hach one of us is granted his own grace, as determincd by
the full measure of Christ’s gift.—HEph. 4:7, Moffatt.

Jesus did not measure out the spiritual qualifications for
apostleship to the women in the church. No, he measured out
that privilege and power to twelve men. They were favored
with that gift of grace. To them and other mature men Christ
Jesus measured out the privilege and responsibility of acting
as teachers inside the congregation. He withheld this from
women believers. To the men also he mcasured out the gracious
gift of serving as overseers and assistants, bishops and deacons
as religionists mistitle them. The gracious gift of prophesying
was measured out to the women as well as the men in the
congregation. (Joel 128,29; Aects 21:8,9; 1 Cor. 11:5H)
Prophets were active in the early church ‘but today men and
women, filled with_ the spirit, have the pr1v11ege of explaining
to others the prophecies written. W 9/15



February 27

Do your work as a missionary, and your whole duty as
a minister.—2 Tim., }: 5, A.A.T.

Let us cause people no reasons for stumbling, because of
any seclfish conduct, looscness in living up to our calling, or
getting afraid of the foe, or tired and then quitting, thus afford-
ing men a real cause to blame and find fault with our ministry.
We cannot show proof of our appointment to this gospel work
by displaying religious titles and pretentious robes and collars
received from the Hierarchy and theological seminaries. But
we can show proof of our Christian ministry by our consecra-
tion to God and by the works of publishing the gospel and aid-
ing others to God’s way of salvation by Christ. Not the flatter-
ing titles from men count. The results count. By these we com-
mend ourselves to the consciences of men in the sight of God.
This way we do not waste God’s grace that has been bestowed
upon us. We do our whole duty. W 3/15

February 28

God . . . according to his great mercy begat us again unto a
living hope by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead.
—1 Pet. 1:3, Am. Stan. Ver.

The first and early members of the Christian congregation
were begotten again by God to a “living hope”, and the resur-
rection of Jesus Christ from the death state had an important
connection with it. Peter's words make it most clear that the
living hope is that of eternal life in heaven for them. He tells
us that Jesus was not resurrected as the human creature that
he once was, but was “made alive in the spirit”. (3:18, A.8.V.;
Douay) Consequently Jesus is not a human King, but a heaven-
ly King. a spirit King. The kingdom of the Seed of God’s
woman for which we hope according to God's Edenic promise
is a heavenly kingdom. The hope of the faithful congregation of
Christ’s followers is to be associated with him in that kingdom.
In harmony with this hope they keep out of the politics of
governments of this world. W 4/15

March 1
Godliness with contentment is great gain.—I1 Tim. 6:6.

Contentment means being satisfied with one’s lot or provi-
sions, having enough to suit one, thus being independent and
grabbing at no excuse to complain and find fault. The person
who does not have godliness with contentment goes after other
gain than what true devotion and service to God now brings.
He goes after something selfish, something to his own personal
advantage and enrichment. Persons who take up godliness but
who let their minds grow corrupt are the ones who become dis-
contented. How misguided they are, beclouded through selfish-
ness, diseased mentally! They do not look to Jesus Christ, who
summed up the “mystery of godliness”, to see what worth-
while gains he made both while being in the flesh and after
being vindicated in the spirit. Why did he make such gain?
Because he was contented while in the flesh, satisfied with the
lot his Father provided for him. W 9/1



March 2

And she brought forth a man child, who was to rule all nations
with a rod of won: and her child was caught up unto God,
and to his throne—Rcv. 12:5.

The vision represents the birth of God’s kingdom by the
bringing forth of his Son in the new capacity of acting King
to rule amid the enemies. The womun stands for God’s universal
organization of holy creatures, of whom Christ Jesus is one,
the Chief One. Due to the opposition and evil designs of the
dragon and his seed, this woman (or universal organization)
was putting forth efforts and was in painful anxiety for the birth
of God’s kingdom. At God’s due time for its birth the glorified
Jesus in heaven was brought forth from the universal organiza-
tion to assume the new office of King in the heavenly Jerusalem
or Zion. At his coming forth from her as her Son by the power
of God the Father, he was “caught up unto God, and to his
throne” and was given the “rod of iron” with which to “rule
all nations”. Then the kingdom of God for the new world
came! W 10/1

March 3

But let @ man exgmine himself, and so let him eat of that
bread, and drink of that cup.—1 Cor. 11:28.

After examining themselves the consecrated persons of good-
will, the Lord’s “other sheep’, who are cordially invited to be
present at the Memorial supper should not and do not partake
of the emblems. They respect the occasion and respect what
it means by attending the celebration and observing what the
anointed remnant do in obedience to the instructions of their
Head. But they discern they are not themselves anointed mem-
bers of the body of Christ and are not baptized into his death
nor called and destined to rule with him in his heavenly king-
dom. They are seeking for everlasting life in human perfection
on earth under that heavenly kingdom. For them to partake
of the emblems -vould picture something that is not true re-
specting themselves. Hence they do not partake. W 2/1

March 4

My whole concern was to write to you on the subject
of our common salvation—Jude 3, Moffatt.

Jude was writing to those called to God’s kingdom, which
kingdom is not of this political, commercial, religious world
Hence the salvation has reference to that kingdom and is a
salvation of those called to it. It is common, but not in the
sense of being low-grade, ordinary, for the Kingdom is Jeho-
vah’s capital organization through which he now rules the
universe. The salvation is “common” in that it is shared equally
and alike by all those in the group of ecalled oncs; it is shared
in common by them all. So they are exclusively God's kingdom
class, and he has made them 2 nation separate and dlﬂ“elent
from all the nations of this earth. For a “common salvation”
they must have a “common faith”, and that they do have.
(Titus 1:4) The “faith” is the sum of beliefs concerning
Jehovah God and his kingdom as declivered to us by Jesus
Christ and his inspired disciples. W 7/15



March 5

For it is impossible for those who were once enlightened, . . .
if they shall fall away, to Hregtezg t4hem again unto repentance.
—Heb. 6: 46.

That is why the apostle says that, if God permits us to
progress m knowledge by opening up the meaning of the
Secriptures, we will do so. If we hold on childishly to part
knowledge, to elementary things of God’s Word, and balk
against marching on to perfection of knowledge, it may result
in time in something worse than standing still. Such selfish
willfulness may end up in falling away. Whether a person likes
it or not, he gets left farther and farther behind by the ad-
vancing light. He may thus come into a condition from which
he cannot be recovered, and which means destruction for him.
The apostle warns against this, for that is a hopeless state
in which to relapse. Why? Because it is the result of one’s own
%;oib_ce,l 5though one knows better and is responsible to God.

/

March 6

Happy is the man that findeth wisdom, and the man that getteth
understanding. Her ways are ways of pleasantness, and
all her paths are peace—Prov. 3:13, 17.

An understanding is one of the gains we make by applying
the knowledge we receive from God’s Word. We study his
Word, we get information and knowledge from it, and we put
this to work. Then, because of his blessing, we see the results,
and thus we get an appreciation and understanding of how
God’s law and instructions operate. The ungodly do not gain
such understanding, because they do not study and apply his
Word. We cannot have a long and happy life if we are quarrel-
ing and fighting with our fellow Christians, our brethren.
When we faithfully walk in Christ’s footsteps and put his
teachings in practice, then we shall be at peace with our breth-
ren. Our paths will be peaceful. We shall go in the way that
means a pleasant life for each one of us. This makes easier our
united expansion of God’s work. W 8/15

March 7

Whosoever shall call on the name of Jehovah shall be delivered.
—Joel 2: 32, A8.V.

Since the death of Jacob, the founder of their nation through
his twelve sons, Jehovah had been exclusively the God of the
nation of Israel. But from Pentecost on the calling upon Him
for salvation through his Seed was not to be limited to the
natural members of the nation of Israel. Peter quoted God’s
own prophecey, “WHOSOEVER shall call on the name of the Lord
shall be saved.” (Acts 2:21) The broad expression whosoever
opened the calling up to anyone of our race, Gentile as well
as naturel Jew. But now the calling by them must be done
through his Seed, Jesus the Nazarene, whom God exalted from
death to his own right hand and made to be Lord and Christ.
None can find acceptance with God, which mecans salvation,
unless they recognize his Seed, Jesus Christ, whom he has ap-
pointed King of the new world. W 4/1



March 8

Beloved, believe not every spirit, but try the spirits whether
they are of Qod: because many false prophets are gone out
into the world.—1 John 4: 1.

Let us not imagine that the spirits to be tried are invisible
spirit persons, for, were this the case, how would we be able
to sce and hear them so as to test them? Rather, by the word
spirits is to be understood messages or utterances that have
some invisible ingpiration behind them. Hence Revelation 16: 13
pictures such spirits as issuing from the mouth. The messages
or utterances that are circulated in the earth by “prophets” or
spokesmen have some source of inspiration behind them, either
God or the opposing demons under Satan the Devil. So, “do
not believe every inspired utterance, but test the utterances to
see whether they come from God, for many false prophets have
come out into the world.” (1 John 4:1, A.A.T.) Hence your
life depends upon obeying this warning command and making
the test of spirits, now. W 6/1

March 9

For these people are murmurers, grumbling at their lot in life.
—Jude 16, Moffatt.

Lacking the godliness with contentment, which is a precious
thing to gain, they grumble and betray a lack of faith in God's
provision for his people. His ways do not suit them. They do
not see such a thing as a Theocratic organization in which
Jehovah by Christ appoints each one to places of service as He
pleases. Naturally, then, they do not pay respect to the Su-
preme Judge, but find fault with their lot in life. As they can-
not have their own way inside his Theocratic organization
and because, in time, his holy angels put them outside, they
complain and vent their spite on certain outstanding servants
of the Lord God. Slaves to selfish desire and passions, they
cannot break off following these. Not succeceding in finding
satisfaction for these inside God’s faithful organization, they
murmur, speaking abusively. W 8/1

March 10

The frce gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.
—Rom. 6: 23, A.8.V.

We must cultivate this gift of eternal life. Not, of course,
that we carn it. In that case it would no more be a gift but a
due. Proving worthy of it is not earning it. We prove worthy
of it by showing we will use eternal life properly if God gives
it to us by Christ. Hence we cultivate the friendship of God
and Christ. We devote our full attention, time, energy and faith-
fulness to the matter of making that gift our own. That is why
before eternal life in the future comes sanctification now.
Sanctification means getting away from the slavery of sin that
pays death, and so becoming separated to God’s righteous serv-
ice. If we stick to this sanctification, the outcome will be
eternal life ag a gift from God. Our faithful service of right-
eousness does nct earn eternal life for us but proves we are
proper ones upon whom to bestow it. It is never forced upon
the unworthy. W 9/15



March 11
Of the tribe of Lcvi were sealed twelve thousand.—Rev. 7: 7.

Christ Jesus and his apostles set up no Levite group among
Christians. Hence Christians do not take up tithes to support
Levites or any other group of ministers. Among true Christians,
witnesses of Jehovah, all are under a solemn vow of consecra-
tion, dedicating their lives to God’s ministry, and this vow
they have publicly symbolized by being baptized in water. God
has recognized this consecration by putting his spirit upon
those who pay their vow to him. Thus it is that, without any
tithing arrangement for support, most of his witnesses have
to work at secular occupations to provide the necessary things
honorably in the sight of men and God. But this does not
mean at all that they are not actually by vocation fully ordained
ministers of God and under all the responsibilities of the or-
dained ministry. W 10/15

March 12

I have espoused you to one husband, that I may present you
as a chaste virgin to Christ.—2 Cor. : 2.

After Peter and his fellow believers were espoused to Christ
by the holy spirit at Pentecost, he was used in betrothing
thousands of others that later believed and were baptized. His
fellow apcstles were also used thus that day and after, par-
ticularly because by the lafing on of the hands of all these
apostles the gift of the holy spirit was bestowed upon bap-
tized believers. The apostle Paul speaks of himself as taking
part in the betrothal work. He was anxious that the betrothed
ones continue in virgin purity to one husband, keeping their
ties holy toward him, that they might prove worthy of finally
being joined with him in marriage. At this end of the world
God promised to espouse the remnant of the bride class to
his Son by the instrumentality of the holy spirit. They become
the remnant of the seed of God’s woman, from and after
A.D. 1918, as the facts show.—Rev. 12:17. W 11/1

March 13
Be counted worthy of the kingdom of Qod.~2 Thess. 1:5.

Jehovah's witnesses, being all of one mind, have cut through
all national boundaries. Language has been no barrier to their
unity. Religions, politics, the ideas that men have tried to in-
still in people’s hearts, have all been cast to the winds. There
is no divisive force that can stand in the way of their having
one mind. which mind is the mind of Christ. Regardless of
the country in which any witness of Jehovah lives, he is all
out for supporting God’s kingdom and preaching it. He is an
ambassador for Christ in this respect. Being an ambassador
in this old world and being at the same time no part of it,
he certainlv is not opposed to the present earthly governments,
nor will he ever try to fight against them. Nor should he. He
has no reason to do so, for Jehovah God allows the govern-
ments to remain until he shows forth his power, at Arma-
geddon. W 1/1



March 14
Jehovah our God is one Jehovah.—Deut. 6: 4, A.8.V.

For the rcason which Moses here gave, neither he nor the
faithful prophets that followed him, down to Malachi, taught
a trinity or belicved in any such thing. The heathen nations of
their times did teach various ideas of a trinity, but not Jeho-
vah’s chosen nation. All his holy prophets warned his chosen
people against adopting or compromising with any of the reli-
gious teachings of such heathen nations. Such teachings, in-
cluding a so-called irinity, were false. They were ‘“‘doctrines
of devils”, inspired by wicked demons opposed to the one living
and true God. Hence the apostles of (ghrist followed in the
steps of the faithful prophets before them in likewise not
teaching any such thing as a irinity, but to the very contrary.
Today in the midst of the selfish struggle for world domination
the time has come for God, Jehovah, to vindicate himself as to
who he is and what his true and rightful position, power and
authority are. W 3/1

March 15

Pass through the gates, pass out to make a path for the return-
ing extles, bank up a causcway, clear out the stones;
signal to the nations.—Isa. 62:10, Moffatt.

Jehovah’s stirring command is evidently an assembly call.
It is part of & prophecy of restoration and reconstruction of
His people who are in a covenant to do his will. The prophecy
had a miniature fulfiliment upon God’s ancient chosen nation,
the Israclites, after the land of Judah and Jerusalem had lain
desolate seventy years while they lingered in exile in Babylon.
It has its major and final fulfillment upon God’s devoted people
in covenant relationship with him in these days, particularly
since A.D. 1919, Hence the prophetic command is a divine
promise that after His people experienced deserved disfavor
from the Lord by their captivity in Babylonia they would be
restored to their God-given land and would again delight them-
sclves in his favor. So it has come to pass. W 1/15

March 16
Work out your own salvation with fear.—Phil. 2:12.

Because of believing we dedicate or consecrate ourselves to
Jehovah God through Jesus Christ, and we get baptized in
water in order to counfess openly our belicf and consecration
to Him. Up to this point we have met Jehovah’s requirements,
but are we now completely saved beyond all possibility of los-
ing out and being destroyed? No; no more than the people
whom Jesus aund his disciples cured or saved from their sick-
ness and discases or even death were saved to an eternal sal-
vation. Thosc who have taken the afore-mentioned steps are,
of course, in a saved condition, but their salvation is not com-
plete. They must remain in that saved state until the final
test in order to make their saved condition eternal. They must
make their eternal salvation sure by continuing to meet God’s
requiremen‘s. If not, they will fall from their saved state in
His favor and will be found fit only for destruction. W 4/1



March 17

Use mammon, dishonest as it is, to make friends for yourseclves,
80 that when you dic they may welcome you to the eternal abodes.
—Luke 16:9, Moffatt.

Just before telling about the unjust steward Jesus told the
parable of the prodigal son; and this son showed no wisdom or
forethought in using his mammon which consisted of his part
of his father’s cstate. This prodigal pictured those who today
are becoming the Lord’s “other sheep”. He spent his money
in loose, extravagant living, making friends indeed, but friends
that forsook him when his money failed or ran out. He finally
found out he had to repent of his past unwise course and make
a friend of his compassionate father in order to find a real
home. (Luke 15:11-32) The father’s compassion went out to
the repentant prodigal. This, and not any mammon, was what
provided for the prodigal son a dwelling with a real friend
that would never forsake him. W 2/15

March 18

That through death he might bring to nought him that had
the power of death, that is, the devil—Heb. 2: 14, A.S.V.

Jesus had no fear of death at the instance of the Devil and
his wicked seed. In obedience to Jehovah’s promise in IEden
he yielded to being bruised at the heel by the Serpent. He knew
that the Serpent, the Devil, could kill or inflict death only upon
the human body, but had no power over his future life or soul.
He feared Almighty God, who was able to raise him out of
death. That God might be pleased to do so, he remained inno-
cent and faithful to God to the cruel death at the hands of
the Devil’s seed. But by his very death he proved himself worthy
to be the victorious Seed of God’s woman to bring to nothing
the wicked Serpent, the Devil, who has always misused the
power of death. Jesus Christ the Sced will undo all the death
that the Devil has inflicted for centuries upon those choosing
God’s free service. W 4}/15

March 19

Apply thine heart unto instruction, and thine ears to the words
of knowledge.—Prov. 23: 12.

It is the heart that keeps the ear open to receive more. It is
through the ear that the heart or mind receives much informa-
tion, enlightenment and instruction. This was very much the
case in Bible times when copies of the Bible were long and
hard to make and were not so plentiful, and when learning
God’s Word depended greatly upon hearing it read aloud and
preached upon. Much information gains entry to the heart
through the ear, and there must be a proper reception of this
information in the heart, before there is good fruitage from
it. (Luke 8:11,15,18) Unless the good and honest condition
of the heart keeps our powers of audition open and keenly
sengitive to the divine Word, our ears will be as if heavy,
dull of hearing. There will be no ready, interested reception
of the message, and there will be no fruit from our heart. W 5/1



March 20

Now it is a great means of gain—godliness, with a suficicncy
of one’s own.—1 Tim. 6:6, Rotherham.

When we have true godliness with all its blessings, we have
reason to be content with all we have. The gain we make by
means of holding fast our godliness through contentment en-
dures, to cternai life in the new world. God took care of his
Son Jesus when He sent him into this world. If he never left
his Son alone but was always with him to care for him, then
we can expect the same attention of God, for Jesus asked his
Father to bless his followers whom he sends into the world.
Having God’s care, we can be content. If we have food and also
clothing and shelter to cover us, “we shall be content.” We
do not want money. We want godliness with contentment, be-
cause this protects us from all the many kinds of evil which
find root in the love of money. The love of money makes men
slaves to the commercial organization of this world. W 9/1

March 21

We have such an high priest, . . . a minister of the sanctuary,
and of the true tabernacle, which the Lord pitched.—Heb. 8: 1, 2.

Minister here means one who performs public duties toward
God, serves the people, and works and exerts himself for the
sake of the public good. Christ Jesus rendered such a public serv-
ice in the interest of the people by presenting his perfect human
nature as a sacrifice_to Jehovah God. By such a sacrifice for
mankind in general Jesus Christ was indeed a public minister
or public servant, not in being a politician or a statesman of
this world, but by being Jehovah’s High Priest to offer the
only acceptable sacrifice to him that serves as an offset to hu-
man sins. By faith in his sacrifice anyone of the public who
hears the good news and accepts him as God’s appointed High
Priest for sins can have approach to God and be relieved of
the condemnation due to sm and be brought into the relation-
ship of son of God. W 3/15

March 22

And in like manner also the spirit assists our weakness; for
we do not know what we should pray for as we ought; but the
spirit itself intcrcedes with unspoken groans.

—Rom. 8:26, The Emphatic Diaglott.

Owing to bodily imperfections, weaknesses and inclinations to
sin, Christians groan or sxgh deeply in themselves, because they
desire to be free from sin and to do God’s will perfoctly But
the hope that God by his spirit implants in their hearts helps
them to bear up and not to be overcome with discouragement.
The spirit thus helps our weaknesses or infirmities, counter-
balancing the effect of these upon us. Our inward_groans
or sighs often remain unexpressed, for we do not understand
our situation and we are at a loss what to express. We want
to pray, but exactly what to pray for under certain circum-
stances we do not know, and mere groans and sighing would
not help. It is here that the spirit intercedes for us. W 6/1



March 28
He is a babe. But solid food is‘io'r {/yllgrown men.

—Heb. 5:13,14, A8.V.

It is not God’s will for us to remain babes in knowledge.
For us to stay babes in this wicked world puts us at a dis-
advantage. It leaves us gquite unable to protect ourselves against
the deceptions of the scrvants of the Wicked One. It leaves us
quite useless for spreading the knowledge of God’'s Word to
others. There is an urgent need for us to grow in knowledge.
God’s Word was not written for babes, although persons who
are babes in knowledge can be taught from his Word by pa-
tient teachers. If we keep on partaking only of the milk of
foundation truths, it will check our mental growth and leave
us babes in knowledge that can be rocked to and fro by the
hands of the Devil’s servants. As babes we cannot enjoy the
greater portion of God’s Word, which he has written for our
complete instruction in what is right and for our protection
against what is injurious. W 6/15

March 24
Mercy unto you, and peace, and love, be multiplied.—Jude 2.

Notwithstanding the persecutions, we have the evidences of
divine mercy, peace and love such as religious Christendom
does not have. So the people of good-will flock to the side of
Jehovah’s remnant. They too want to share in the good things
he is showering down upon his faithful remnant of “‘called”
ones. Lovingly the remnant welcome these “other sheep” whom
the Good Shepherd Jesus Christ the King hunts and gathers.
Together, the remnant and these “other sheep” rejoice that
God’s kingdom is now here and that shortly his King Jesus
Christ will finish his rule amidst his enemies by wiping them
out at Armageddon. Thus, as one peaceful flock safeguarded
by the Good Shepherd, the remnant and good-will “sheep” joy
together in God’s love and mercy. The prayer of Jude’s letter
has been abundantly answered upon them. W 7/15

March 25
And he . .. bound him a thousand years.—~Rev. 20:2.

This event is the culmination of the great universal warfare
described at Revelation 19:11-21, It is universal because forces
in heaven and in earth take part in it. The ‘rider on the white
horse’, the King of kings and Lord of lords, Christ Jesus,
leads his victorious hosts against his combined enemies, the
dragon and wicked demons with their lineup of the beast, the
fulse prophet, and the “kings of the earth, and their armies”.
All these are “gathered together to make war against him that
sat on the horse, and against his army”. Is this ‘‘the war of
the great day of God, the Almighty”? Yes, the “day of Jehovah”
attains its grand climax with His victory in this universal
battle, at the “place which is called in Hebrew Har-Magedon”.
To this place the demon-inspired utterances out of the mouths
of the dragon, the beast and the false prophet gather the “kings
of the whole world” for battle against Jehovah’'s King.
—16:13-16, A8.V. W 10/1



March 26
Now then we are ambassadors for Christ.—~2 Cor. 5:20.

To show our intentions are peaceful and beneficial to the
nations and are not subversive, God has sent us as his am-
bassadors to them. In Christ’s time ambassadors were sent by
one nation t¢ another when war threatened or had broken out
and one nation was menaced with defeat and destruction by
another. In view of mankind’s enmity toward him Jehovah God
sent his witnesses as his ambassadors on a good-will mission
and on an errand of divine mercy. As such he has given us a
ministry of reconciliation to God, and not one of subversion
to promote political rebellion or to subvert constitutions and
framework of worldly governments. Under this responsibility
we go bearing the Kingdom message from house to house to
the people and also to the world rulers. Our peaceful, godly
mission spells salvation to all who hear the divine word. We
exhort rulers, rather than subvert their rule. W 12/1

March 27
This do in remembrance of me—I1 Cor. 11:24.

The typical passover could no longer serve after A.D. 33 as
a “shadow of good things to come”, because the good thing, the
better sacrifice, Christ Jesus, had in reality come and had died
as a foundation for the new world of righteousness. To longer
celebrate the passover would be to attach more value to the
shadow than to the reality, the substantial thing. It would show
a lack of faith in the coming of Jesus Christ as the Lamb of
God, that takes away the sin of the world. Hence persons that
continue to celebrate the passover as of old are the ones that
reject Jesus of Nazareth as the ‘“better sacrifice”, “our sacri-
fice.” (Col. 2:16,17; Heb. 10:1; 9:23) To provide some-
thing in place of the annual passover supper, something that
would turn their faith and remembrance in the right direction,
Jesus instituted the new memorial. He instructed his followers
to keep it regularly at the due time. W 2/1

March 28

Behold the Lamb of God, which takcth away the sin of
the world.—John 1:29.

The sin of the world for which the Liamb was once sacrificed
to remove it is not the sin of this world of which the Devil is
the god and invisible ruler. His world will shortly be destroyed
for its unforgivable sins against Jehovah’s universal sovereignty
and against his kingdom by Christ. The sin of the world that
is removable and that will be all removed by the Lamb is the
sin of all those who will gain life in the righteous new world.
The faithful Christians who now find acceptance with God
for a place with Christ in his heavenly kingdom receive now
the removal of sins through faith in his sacrifice. At death they
cease from this sinful body of flesh. In the resurrection from
the dead they are clothed upon with spirit bodies of perfection
that they may sit down with him in his throne. They will reign
with him while he blesses all the families of the earth. W §/15



March 29

Their talk is arrogant, they pay court to men to benefit
themselves.—Jude 16, Moffatt.

Desire to gain some advantage for themselves always moves
these. So they look around, single out persons, make a show
of admiration for them, and try to cultivate their favor and
support. It is rot sincere, but is done with hope of some gain,
materially or socially. Their seeking advantage by means of a
fellow creature blinds them to the higher aim of cultivating
the favor of the Creator and Giver of life. In this day of judg-
ment they fail to pay the deserved respect to the great Judge
who can award life or destruction. For this failure they shall
perish. If we love and respect the Judge, seeking the promised
life eternal at His hands, we will be on watch against these
doomed ones and give them no encouragement. We will cbn-
tend against them in wholehearted defense of the faith, for the
vindication of the great Judge of all. W 8/1

March 30
The life was the light of men.~John 1:}.

In the world to come Christ will rule over earth for the first
thousand years. To enter at last into the gift of eternal life
on earth, men and women of good-will must serve righteousness
during his reign. People of good-will now devote themselves to
service of God’s kingdom. They have in view gaining his gift
of eternal life on earth. If he spares their lives through the
battle of Armageddon they must continue to do his will to
the end of Christ’s 1000-year rule, the same as the others of
mankind who will be raised from the graves. In that case they
will never die but continue living in perfection on earth. There
will be a final test of the fixedness of men’s devotion when
Satan the Devil is released for a time from his millennial im-
prisonment. All who then resist his seductions to rebel against
God and his King will be justified to the gift of eternal life
iVIil7 t.l)h/(_EI 5earth1y paradise. They will be God’s human children.

March 31

Be thou to me a rock of habitation, whereunto I may
continually resort.—Ps. 71:38, A.8.V.

Survival of his witnesses to this postwar year, with thou-
sands of persons of good-will associating themselves with them,
proves Jehovah has been a sure refuge for them. He has not
let them be put to shame nor let their trust in him be disap-
pointed. In righteousness he has delivered them from their foes
and rescued them from the threatened extermination. He has
bowed down his ear to their cries amid persecution by com-
bined enemies. He has saved them for the further witness he
wants given on earth before Armageddon. They are a living
example of the truth, that men and women of faith who resort
continually to Jebovah as tneir God of worship will find him
to be a “rock of habitation”, They can use the psalmist David’s
words to Jehovah: “Thou art my rock and my fortress. Thou
hast given commandment to save me.” W 12/15



April 1

There shall be the root of Jesse, and he that ariseth to rule
over the nations; on him shall the nations hope.
—Rom. 15: 12, A.S.V., margin.

Since all nations and families of the earth are promised to be
blessed in the Seed of the woman, the Seed of Abraham, this
Seed is the One that Jehovah God has appointed in whom all
the nations, including those of A.D. 1949, must hope. Who is
that Seed of hope? It is a descendant of Abraham through
Jesse’s son, King David of Jerusalem. For that reason he is
calied “the Son of David” and is the heir of the everlasting
throne and kingdom that Jehovah promised to fix in the royal
line of David. It was not left for crooked politicians and
worldly religious priests and clergymen to identify who this
Seed of Abraham and Son of David is. By his inspired wit-
nesses God identified the Seed. So there is no room for un-
certainty; Jesus Christ, the Son of David, is the Seed for
blessing all the nations and in whom all the nations must
bope. W 4}/15

April 2
That they all may be one—John 17:21.

Not being for this old wicked rule that exists in all the na-
tions, but being for the kingdom of God, Jchovah’s witnesses are
not divided as are all the religious bodies throughout the world.
The people of all the different religions in the various lands,
being of different nationalities and political connceclions, ure
divided against one another. This state 1s not found among those
consecrated to Jehovah as God. They are one organization, no
matter where they reside. Difference of speech does not hold
them apart. Customs do not divide them. Even the governments
over them do not matter. It makes no difference what form of
government may rule over them, it is not allowed to stand as a
barrier to Jehovah’s witnesses in unitedly serving the Almighty
God. They are not of this old world, but are for God’s kingdom.
In this way they are different, not conformed to this world.
—Rom. 12:2. W 1/1

April 8
Nor trust in wuncertain riches, but in the living God, . . .
laying up in store for themselves a good foundation
agawnst the time to come.~—1 Tim. 6:17,19.

Our wisdom lies, therefore, in treating mammon or riches,
not as our master whom we slavishly serve, but as our servant
useful in God’s work, just as the God-fearing centurion Corne-
lius did. (Aects 10:1-4) We do not need to go into real estate
deals now in order to provide houses and lands for the use of
ourselves and of others in the new world that lies beyond the
battle of Armageddon. Jeremiah was in prison right in Jeru-
salem when it was under siege by the Babylonians; yet Jehovah
preserved him when the city fell, and saved him from its de-
struction. (Jer. 39:11-18) He had the Lord’s protection al-
though in the very midst of danger and thus he was really safe,
contrary to all outward appearances. Hence places of retreat
to withdraw to in order to escape the trouble engulfing the
world are not necessary as long as we keep faithful in God’s
service: “Jehovah preserveth the faithful.” W 2/15



April 4

For even Christ plecased not himself; but, as it iz written,
The reproaches of them Rthat reproached thee fell on me.
—Rom. :

As a servant, an apostle and a dlsclple of Jehovah God the
great Teacher, Jesus Christ tried to please his heavenly Father,
his Life-giver. By this course he denicd equality with his Father.
It was in order to please his Father with perfect obedience to
the death that Jesus submitted to being lifted upon a torture
stake by his enemies. (John 8:28,29) He had someone greater
than himself to please, namely, his heavenly Father. The One
whose reproaches he bore as a servant was separate and dis-
tinet from Jesus, just as our Christian neighbors whom we are
exhorted to please are individuals different from ourselves.
Hence the apostle uses Christ’s course of not pleasing himself
as a reason for saying to us: “Let every one of us please his
neighbour for his good to edification.” W 3/1

April 5

The hearing ear, and the secing eye, Jehovah hath made
even both of them.—Prov. 20:12, V.

To have the hearing ear which Jehovah God produces means
to have an ear for His Word written or proclaimed. It means
to have a sense of hearing that is disposed to listen to what his
Word says in order to get at its meaning and then to accept
it for what it is worth. To give an ear requires us to have
faith, to_have a love of righteousness, and to be humble and
sincere. Yes, to accept the gospel and act upon it we must have
faith in its Sender, Jehovah God, and in his Son, Jesus Christ,
whom he has appointed to be the Ruler of the new world of
righteousness. We must believe in_Jehovah’s loving purposes
toward us and in his truthfulness. We must believe in his full
ability to do everything he says in his Word. We must believe
he will reward us if we accept his Word and act in accord with
it. Thus we show faith.—Heb. 11:6. W §/1

April 6
They said, Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt

be saved, . . . And he . . . was baptized, he and all his [housel.
—Acts 16: 31-33.

Their believing in God and in the Lord Jesus did not mean
merely entertaining some ideas about God and Jesus in their
mmds, as right ideas. Behevmg meant committing themselves
or giving themselves over in full dedication to God through
Jesus Christ. So, now, to symbolize or testify openly to this
dedication or consecration of themselves to God through his
Seed the Lord Jesus, the pagan convert and his household were
baptized in_water. Either the apostle Paul or Silas did the
baptizing. (1 Cor. 1:13-17) Their immersion under water sym-
bolized their death to themselves and to the pagan gods that
they had worshiped before. Their being raised up out of the
water to a new course of life pictured their being alive hence-
forth to the living and true God who had forgiven them their
sins through the Seed of his woman, Christ Jesus. W }/1



April 7
Dear friends, do not believe every inspired utterance, but test
the utterances to see whether they come from God.
1 John 4}: 1, .T.

The demons inspire utterances that lead men into opposition
to God and down to destruction. So, when you test an utter-
ance from the mouth of the Devil’s dragon organization, or
from the mouth of the “beast”, his visible organization, or from
the mouth of the political combination acting as ‘‘the false
prophet”, you can be sure that such prophecy is demon-
inspired; it is az unclean Spll‘lt or msplred utterance. (Rev.
16:13,14) None of such three “spirits’” are of God, for not
one of such spirits or inspired utterances agrees with the spirit
or inspired utterance from God. The testing of them by God’s
written Word proves it. All persons who use the Bible as the
touchstone to try the spirits will safeguard themsclves against
deception and will preserve their eternal interests. W 6/1

April 8

The bread which we break, is it not a communion of the body
of Christ? secing that we, who are many, are one bread,
one body: for we all partake of the one bread.

—1 Cor. 10: 16, 17, V.

The loaf of unleavened bread symbollze the “body of Christ”,
of which Jesus is the Head. By partaking of the Memorial
loaf the anointed remnant today show their oneness with him
and their participation with him in his afflictions and re-
proaches. On the day of Pentecost those who are members
of the body under Christ Jesus were pictured by two loaves
of wheat bread which the high priest offcred at the temple,
two loaves being used to show that the church would be made
up of two general classes, namely, Jews and Gentiles. But at
Memorial the one loaf pictures the unity of all body-members
with one another and with their Head Jesus Christ. (Lev.
23.1521; Acts 2:1) Since the bread and wine denote the
same thing, Christ’s death, the two emblems are properly
served together., W 2/1

April 9
Be content with such things as ye have—Heb. 13:5.

All those associated together in a company of Christians,
all those full-time Kingdom publishers sent out in groups into
special territories or into foreign lands and who must work
together, should get along in peace with their fellow workers.
That is the course of contentment. It brings satisfaction. There
are some who crave controversy. They would rather fight than
be pleasant. Some like to wrangle over words. They believe in
argumentation rather than in practice. They do not realize
that God’s_service comes before their fights. Others like to
slander and find fault and start gossip. None of these are con-
tented. They could not be when following such a course of con-
duct. Oh, they may point to their record of service in the field
as their godllness But even at that, there is no real, inward
gain to such onns, no real profit to them, for they are not
contented. W 8/15



April 10
The Son of man came ... to minister—Matt. 20:28.

The true and living God has his true ministers, and these
are the ones that all those who seek God and his way to eternal
life want to have. The Pattern against which all others claim-
ing to be God s ministers are to be measured is, in all points,
Jesus Christ, for he was and is God’s Chief Servant and, when
on earth, he called upon men to follow him. He is God’s High
Priest, not by being born into the family of Aaron the Levite
and thus inheriting priesthood from Aaron the brother of Moses.
No; but by God’s oath he was made High Priest like the
ancient priest-king named Melchizedek : “But this with an oath
by him that said unto him, The Lord [Jehovah] sware and will
not repent, Thou art a priest for ever after the order of Mel-
chisedec: by so much was Jesus made a surety of a better
testament.” (Heb. 7:21,22) Jesus was therefore a better high
priest of God than Aaron was. W 3/15

April 11
For even Christ our passover is sacrificed for us.~—1 Cor. 5:7.

The very fact that Paul would call him “Christ our passover”
required that Christ Jesus should be sacrificed on the identical
day upon which the Jews slew and ate their passover lamb,
namely, the fourteenth day of Nisan. By God’s providence, the
One rightly spoken of as the “Lamb slain from the foundation
of the world” (Rev. 13:8) was slain in the flesh on the very
same day that the Israelites slew their passover lamb and ate
it together with unleavened bread A.D. 33. The “L-amb of God”
had to die that same day of the passover sacrifice in order that
he might act the part of the true passover Lamb whose blood
has value enough to cancel the sin of all those of mankind who
believe and accept him as their sin-offering. The Memorial which
he also set up that day is & Memorial of the founding of the
new world in wkich God’s kingdom will hold control for bless-
ing all obedient humankind. W 2/1

April 12
Memorial Date, after 6 p.m,, S.T,

The cup of blessing which we bless, is it not the communion
of the blood of Christ?—1 Cor. 10: 16.

The red wine symbolizes blood poured out, namely, death. It
here represents Christ’s death, by which he proved his integrity
and faithfulness to God and by which also he paid the ran-
som sacrifice. By drinking the Memorial wine the remnant pro-
claim they are baptized into Christ’s death and that they bear
about in their fleshly bodies the dying of Christ, and that they
are thus having a common participation in his death for the
vindication of Jehovah’s name. It does not mean that they have
a part in the sin-offering or share in providing the ransom
sacrifice. Jesus only is the ransom sacrifice; he only can pro-
vide and has provided the sin-offering. But the communion in
the reproaches, afflictions and death of Christ is somethin
that has beer given by God through Christ to the 144,005
members of his body as a privilege. W 2/1



April 13

But about you, dear friends, even though we say this, we are
sure of better things that promise salvation.—Heb. 6: 9, A.A.T.

Farmers who cultivate ground only to have it later bring
forth thornbushes and briers burn over such ground and scorch
it with fire. The enlightened person that relapses has destruc-
tion like that awaiting him. Jehovah God, Christ Jesus, and the
organization of light have spent much work upon this re-
lapser, but now he no more brings forth good fruit in response
to such goodness; he brings forth fruit like the rest of the
world. However, he is more reprehensible than the world, for
better things were due and to be expected from him. He is
accursed. His end could be only destruction. So, if any have
grown careless and indifferent, the thing for them to do is at
once to pull themselves together, renew their efforts to move
ahead in the light and its service, and not lose the good reward
for all they did in the past. W 6/15

April 14

Defend the faith which has once for all been committed to
the saints.—Jude 3, Moffatt.

By a sham gospel the adversary wilily tries to adulterate
our faith and confuse us and make us be conformed to this
world’s beliefs and ways. He makes it his business to add to
or take away from God’s written Word so as to bring con-
tradict_ion into it, confuse our uqderstanding, and turn us to
the philosophies of unbelieving “wise men” of this world. There
is but the one gospel which was once for all delivered to God’s
holy people, the one delivered in purity by the Lord Jesus
Christ and his inspired apostles and disciples. Hence the way
for us to contend for the true faith is to hold fast to that
original gospel in its purity; to go back always to it in cases
of doubt or dispute; and to measure any new, foreign sugges-
tions by means of it as the canon. Go back to the written
Word of God, from Genesis to Revelation. W 7/15

April 15

Likewise also these filthy dreamers defile the flesh,
despise dominion.—Jude 8.

Inclined to imitate Sodom and Gomorrah in sex debauchery,
these filthy intruders try to carry their practice into the Chris-
tian congregation, God’s temple. These, who bore from within,
do not fear Jehovah, Sovereign Lord of the universe. They do
not realize they are dealing with the true organization of the
living Jehovah. Either that or else they do not care, for they
‘“‘despise dominion”, “lordship they set aside.” (IRRotherham)
No desire moves them to share with God’s people in vindicating
his universal sovereignty by obeying him and keeping integrity
to him even under persecution. They set aside the fact that
Jehovah is the Owner and Master of his organized people and
that he has appointed it to be pure. He will not let it be con-
verted into a modern-day Sodom and Gomorrah fit only for
destruction. Till they run up hard against that fact, the
dreamers continue their efforts. W 8/1



April 16

I render thanks to Christ Jesus our Lord, who has made me
able for this; he considered me trustworthy and appointed me
to the ministry.—1 Tim. 1: 12, Moffatt.

Because of being called to the apostleship, Paul was gifted in
many ways. It was the invisible energy of God that operated
through him. There was doubtless some natural foundation for
his being used in the way he was. Therc was something already
in him upon which the spirit or active force of God could work,
something it could develop to larger uses. Of course, this does
not mean it was all natural ability on his part. No; but first
God had to show him mercy, a one-time persecutor, God next
called him and opened to him the opportunity to serve, and then
bestowed the all-recessary spirit upon him. Had it not been
for this, he could not have been used as he was, despite all the
natural ability that he had as a Jew. Therefore Paul gives
the due credit to God’s spirit upon him. W 9/15

April 17

Behold, my servant . . . in his name shall the nations hope.
~—Matt. 12: 18-21, A.S.V., margin.

That all nations might make Jesus Christ their hope, Paul
went preaching among the Gentile nations. To back up his
preaching to these non-Jews he quoted Isaiak 11: 10, saying:
“And again, Isaiah saith, There shall be the root of Jesse,
and he that ariseth to rule over the nations; on him shall the
nations hope. Now the God of hope fill you with all joy and
peace in believing, that ye may abound in hope, in the power
of the holy spirit.” (Rom. 15: 12,13, A.8.V., margin) Mani-
festly Christendom’s clergy do not obey God’s command by
Isaiah nor do they follow the apostle Paul's example. In this
world ecrisis they declare the hope of the world to be some
man-made makeshift for God’s kingdom by Christ. God will
not fill such religionists with all joy, peace and abounding
hope, for they do not believe in Jehovah’s appointed Serv-
ant, “our hope.” W 4/15

April 18

For rebellior. is as the sin of witcheraft, and stubbornness is
as iniquity and idolatry.—1 Sam. 15:23,

Adam was selfish and rebelled against God. He disobeyed
God’s plain command that would have led to life eternal, and
became the worshiper of a demon, the Devil. If, by disobedience
to Jehovah God, Adam became a god, it was by setting himself
up to be worshiped by himself. HHe no longer looked to his
Father in heaven as the great Life-giver, to whom he owed
everything. Because he was still alive after sinning against
Jehovah, he may have thought he would be sble to maintain
his life. He idolized himself or worshiped himself. This is indi-
cated by the stubborn course of action he took in disobeying
God. From tnat time on stubborn man has substituted images
in the form of mortal men, birds, animals and reptiles, to
which to give his worship. Man thinks a lot of himself, and
he thinks he is able to do something that God says he alone
will do. So man goes on indulging in futile speculations., W 1/1



April 19
Thus it is written.—Luke 24: 46.

The purpose that writing has according to God’s will is to
use the book written as a memorial that could be read and
reread aloud and rehearsed in the ears of others. It can be
used as a vindication of the speaker whose words are recorded,
and as a testimony against enemies and false accusers. No
one has been reproached and maligned more than Jehovah. But
he has had committed to writing a faithful declaration of his
works and good purposes, and the day draws near when his
Word will be fully vindicated once and for all time. Had the
knowlcdge of God depended upon oral tradition to be trans-
mitted to man’s descendants, it would have been more and
more corrupted, added to or taken from, so as to make it
largely unreliable. But because it has been faithfully pre-
served in writing for a memorial, a truth seeker can satisfy
himself with an authentic, trustworthy account about his
Creator. W 7/1

April 20

The sacred secret of godhness,—who . . Waes proclazmed among
nations, was belwved on in the world, ‘was taken up in glory.
—1 Tim. 8: 16, Rotherham.

Three and a half years after Jesus’ resurrection Jehovah God
sent Peter the apostle to preach the good news to the Gen-
tile nations. There was a response by the Gentiles to this ex-
panded preaching, and consequently Jesus Christ *“was be-
lieved on in the world” as well as “proclaimed among nations”.
Finally, A.D. 1914, he was “received up into glory” by bemg
placed upcn the heavenly throne to act as “King of kings”
for Jehovah God, to rule in the midst of his enemies. This
glorious elevation of him was pictured pro Fhetlcally at Revela-
tion 12:1-5. Since then the preaching of this good news of
the ngdom has been expanded to all nations, to fulfill Jesus’
own prophecy on how to recognize the near end of this world:
“This gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in all the world
for a witness unto all nations.”—Matt. 24:14. W 9/1

April 21
This is the day which Jehovah hath made.—Ps. 118: 24, A.8.V.

On this day Jesus puts Satan and his angels out of heaven
and down to the earth, God’s footstool. But he does not at
once bind Satan and start his own thousand-year reign of
peace and freedom from Satanic interference. No, this pre-
liminary reign of Jesus is as King David’s forty-year reign of
warfare that preceded the peaceful reign of David’s son and
successor, King Solomon. During this ‘“‘day of Jehovah” the
remnant of the woman’s seed must be assembled and be set to
work preaching ‘“‘this gospel of the kingdom”, and the ‘“great
multitude” of the Lord’s ‘“other sheep” must be gathered.
(12:17; 7:9-17) All this takes time. Also it must be done
amid the opposition and persecution by the abased Satan and
his angels, in order to test the integrity and devotion of the
remnant of the sced and of the great multitude. This is why
Satan and his demons are left unbound. W 10/1



April 22
Him that cometh to me I will in no wise cast out.—John 6: 37.

A child on reaching the age of intelligence and appreciating
God’s requirements can obtain the privilege of the ministry by
making a vow of consecration to God with full faith in Christ
Jesus as our ransom sacrifice and our Exemplar. Today many
boys and girls not yet in their teens, when not at public
school, are preaching the gospel from house to house and also
distributing the Kingdom message in print on sidewalks and
other public places. When God accepts anyone’s consecration
and puts his spirit upon him, he subjects such accepted one
to all the obligations of His minister and he becomes an or-
dained minister of the gospel and must discharge the duties
of his office. The Bible is the rule for his conscience. It pro-
vides him the subject matter for preaching. From then on his
obligation is to render a faithful ministry and prove God true
and Satan the false accuser a liar. W 10/15

April 23

Now unto the King of the ages, incorruptible, invisible, alone
od, be honour and glory unto the ages of ages.
—1 Tim. 1:17, Rotherham.

Jehovah God wus the only one to possess immortality origi-
nally. Infinity of existence belongs to him: “from everlasting to
everlasting, thou art God.” (Ps. 90:2) Because he is thus
from eternity to eternity, he can have honor and glory ascribed
to him ‘“‘unto the ages of ages”, or for all eternity to come.
His being incorruptible denotes his immortality, that is to say,
his indestructibleness, his imperishablencss, the impossibility
for him to decay or waste away. Because he is from everlasting
or from all past eternity, hence without beginning, he stands
out alone above every other intelligent person in the universe,
without even the exception of his beloved “only begotten Son”,
the Messiah. It is becanse all these others are creatures, Jeho-
vah’s creations. Being immortal in all past eternity, he is the
source of all life everywhere. W 11/15

April 24

Again Isaiah [11:10] saith, There shall be the root of Jesse,
and he that ariseth to rule nations, upon him shall nations hope.
—Rom. 15: 12, Rotherham.

Isaiah’s prophecy served both as a divine command to the
apostle Paul who quoted it and as a guide to his course of
action. In thus taking part in fulfilling the prophecy and mak-
ing Jehovah’s great royal Signal prominent he tells us he
preached the gospel “publicly, and from house to house, testi-
fying both to the Jews, and also to the Greeks, repentance
toward God, and faith toward our Lord Jesus Christ”. (Acts
20:20) We likewise today, in taking part in the final and com-
glete fulfillment of the prophecy commanding us to ‘raise the

ignal to the peoples’, do so by preaching the Kingdom gospel
to all the habitable earth for a witness to all peoples, ‘‘pub-
licly, and from house to house,” in imitation of the apostle
Paul and of his great Leader, Christ Jesus. W 1 /15



April 25

He shall come to his end, and none shall help him. And at that
time shall Michacel stand up, the great prince which standeth
for . . . thy people.—Dan. 11: }5; 12: 1.

The sheep with hearing ears stay absolutely neutral toward
the fight between “the king of the north” and ‘“the king of the
south”. The Good Shepherd has taught them it is not their
responsibility to save this world from Godless communism. Both
such “kings” are of this world, and it is not the sheep's Chris-
tian obligation to save one part of this world from the other
part of it. To follow the Shepherd they must keep clean from
this polluted world and must be entirely for God’s kingdom and
its Prince who stands for the children of God’s people. The
sheep know that the true Christ will destroy both of those
composite “kings” at the battle of Armageddon. So they try
to increase the interests of Christ’s kingdom, and not those
of any worldly religious-political party. They safeguard them-
selves against the false Christs. W 5/1

April 28

Neither is there salvation in any other: for there is none other
name under heaven given among nzenl,zwhereby we must be saved.
—Acts 4. 12,

Faith in Jehovah's Seed, namely, Jesus Christ, is necessary to
salvation. He is the promised Prophet who would be like Moses
and he is also the Seed of Abraham, in whom all the families
of the earth will be blessed. (Acts 3: 6, 16-26) It was the power
of Jehovah God that made the name of Jesus Christ important,
possessed of power for salvation. Jehovah did not link the name
of any other creature with the name of his Seed, neither the
name of Mary nor that of Mohammed. Peter said that under
heaven there was no other name given by which to be saved;
and it is contrary to Peter’s words of inspiration to add other
names as necessary to salvation. All those seeking eternal sal-
vation must, therefore, eall upon Jehovah and must do so
through and in the name of Jesus Christ. W 4/1

April 27

The spirit is that which testifies, because the spirit is the truth.

For there are thrce which testify; the spirit, and the water,

and the blood; and the three are of one.—l1 John 5:6-8,
The Emphatic Diaglott.

The water refers to God’s Word that Jesus preached. The
blood points to his death as a human sacrifice. The spirit was
the invisible energy with which he was anointed. The water,
blood and spirit agreed in bearing witness to the fact that
“Jesus is the Son of God”. The spirit with which he was
anointed came fremr his Father. That being so, then it was
God who, by means of his spirit, was giving witness respecting
his Son Jesus Christ. The blood that Jesus had in his human
orgaunism on earth testified he was God’s Son, because his hu-
man birth was not by man’s begettal but by the life-giving

ower of Jehovah God. Most of the Word of God was written

efore Jesus’ human birth, and all this Word of God also
testified that the Christ would be the Son of God. W 6/1



April 28
The truth of Jehovah endureth for ever.—Ps. 117:2, A.8.V.

Jehovah God sees this world as it does not see itself. For
many centuries he let the nations go on in their ignorance of
the root of their trouble, following their own chosen forms of
religious worship. But in his due time he began sending all the
nations the truth not only about their common condition but
also about the way of relief he has lovingly provided. His truth
is simple and plain-spoken, because simplicity and straight talk
is for the earliest bencfit of those needing help. His truth abso-
lutely agrees with the facts, It has been written down for con-
sultation by all. As the Creator of mankind, he is also the Great
Physician and can accurately probe the cause of mankind’s
trouble and also prescribe the only cure-all for them. This he
has done, and countless numbers of people till now have bene-
fited by following his preseription. W §/15

April 29

If we choose to go on sinning after we have so fully learned the
truth, there is no sacrifice left to be offered for our sins.
—Heb., 10:26, A.A.T.

The whole purpose of God’s grace is to get us away from sin
and its disabilities and into his righteous service for the vindi-
cation of his name. Consequently if anyone has gotten a knowl-
edge of the truth from God’s Word and acts upon it in apprecia-
tion of the spirit of grace that inspired it, he sins willfully
if after a while he turns back to the world and a regular prac-
tice of sin. He now takes up a course in sin of his own free
choice, and not tor being born in it by descent from Adam.
By the blood of the new covenant he had been made free from
the disabilities descending upon him from Adam’s sin; and so
Adam is not responsible for the willful person’s new course in
sin. Christ’s sacrifice was not offered for any willful course in
sin. Why, even the enlightened, willful sinner does not want its
benefits any more. W 6/15

April 30

But ye, beloved, building up yoursclves on your most holy faith,
praying i the holy spirit, keep yourselves in the love of God.
—Jude 20,21, AR.V.

It takes faith to please God. To build ourselves up and grow
stronger in the most holy faith we have to study the Bible,
getting more familiar with it and gaining a better understanding
of it, being more and more convinced of its truth. To this end
we will use all the Bible helps God has provided for us through
his organization. All the meetings and assemblies for studying
and discussing his Word together with our brethren we will
regularly attend. We will deepen the impression his Word
makes upon our lives by serving it to our brethren and going
forth to the people in world distress to proclaim it to them.
By this course we shall be made more able to “contend earnest-
ly for the faith which was once for all delivered unto the
saints”, This makes God love us more. W 8/1



May 1

Attend to your Scripture-reading, your preaching, and your

teaching, till I come. Attend to these duties, let them absord you,

so that all men may note your progress—I1 Tim. 4:13,1
Moffatt.

The thought is, to set a good example in the congregation of
God’s people; and, when others see your progress in the right
way, they will imitate you. They will see the advantage of
studying and teaching the Bible. They will note your godliness
marked with great gain and contentment. By your course of
life they will see you are wholly satisfied and contented. That
is what Paul wanted to see in the case of Timothy; namely,
his progress in the Lord's work, the expansion of his ministry,
and net his just standing still, Never should we neglect the
study of the Scriptures, but keep our minds on the law of God.
By doing so, we are gainers, because this course brings us a long
and happy life with abundant prosperity. W 8/15

May 2

All you inhabitants of the world, and you dwellers on earth,
when a mynal i3 raised on the mountams, look! when a trumpet
s blown, hark!—Isa. 18:8, A.A.T.

The association of a trumpet with the great Signal is also
shown us at Matthew 24:29-31. The proclamation that Jeho-
vah causes to be made to the end of the earth concerning this
Sign is like a tremendous trumpet-blast to get the people’s
attention and to signal to them to gather to the Fixed Sign.
In the final fulfillment of Isaiah’s prophecy in our day Jehovah
is the great Sovereign who raises up the Signal. Jehovah
makes him to stand up in power on top of the lofty kingdom
or capital organization symbolized by Mount Zion of ancient
times. His setting up of the Signal took place A.D. 1914 at his
bringing of Christ Jesus forth as acting King and enthroning
him in heaven. This was symbolically foretold to us at Revela-
tion 12:1-5 (Am. Stan. Ver.), where we read: “And a great
sign was seen in heaven.” Then the birth of the Kingdom oc-
curs. W 1/15

May 3

As every man hath received the gift, even so minister . . . of
the ability which God giveth.—1 Pet. }: 10,11

Do not expect any miraculous gifts of the spirit today. This
does not mean there are today no gifts of the spirit. There are,
but these gifts must be cultivated by our humbly accepting the
privileges of serving (God that are given us and then putting
to use any ability and fitness for the service we have. **As the
Secripture says, ‘God opposes haughty persons, but he blesses
humble-minded omes.'” (Jas. 4:6, A.A.7.) As we humbly and
trustfully present ourselves to the service and go about it with
what we possess, God blesses and helps us by his active force or
energy and we find we are equal to this work and getting it
done. We find we have the gift. Do not permit your gifts to
suffer neglect, no matter how small they be. Keep them con-
stantly in use. Stir them up; rekindle the ﬁre of them. Re-
deem the time and its opportunities. W 9/15



May 4

Let a man go account of us, as of . . . stewards of the mysteries

of God. Moreover it is required in stewards, that a man

be found faithful.—1 Cor. 4: 1,9

For Paul to peddle out these divine mysteries in such a way
as to gain personal material and social benefit to himself rather
than to benefit his heavenly Master’s interests would be unfaith-
fulness. It would be squandering the gift bestowed upon him
by Jehovah God, because it would bring reproach upon God’s
name. Paul disclaimed any commercial benefit or financial profits
from his work. (2 Cor. 2:17) He was not here recommending
himself; his works and their fruitage did that for him. But
bhe was showing himself prepared to stand before God and
answer to any false accusations against him. No one could
rightly accuse him of being an unjust, dishonest, unfaithful
steward, disloyal to his trust. For this reason Paul could say

to his readers: ‘“Become imitators of me, . . . even as I also
am of Christ.”—1 Cor. 4:16; 11:1, Diag. W 2/15
May 5

They sent away Rebekah their sister, and her nurse, and
Abraham’s scrvant, and his men.—Gen. 24: 59.

Deborah was Rebekah’s nurse. (35:8) She appears to pic-
ture persons of good-will toward Christ who preceded his death,
resurrection and ascension to heaven, the faithful ones from
Abel to John the Baptist. Many of these ancient persons as
prophets performed a ministry which proved to be in behalf
of Christ’s bride class. (1 Pet. 1:10-12) Many of this class
will be made “princes in all the earth” as visible representatives
of Christ during his 1000-year reign after Armageddon. By be-
ing resurrected due to the virtue of his ransom sacrifice they will
become his earthly children. (Ps. 45:16) Deborah’s presence
at Rebekah’s marriage suggests that those to be princes will be
raised from death and be brought in personal contact with the
remnant of the bride class before these finish their life in the
flesh and join Christ in heaven. W 11/1

May 6
Dust shalt thow eat all the days of thy life: end I will put
enmity between theec and the woman, and between thy seed
and her seed; it shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise
his heel—@en. 3: 14, 15.

2 Peter 2:12 speaks of the lower animal creation as “npat-
ural brute beasts, made to be taken and destroyed”. So, for
the Serpent to be cursed of all beasts, or be the most cursed
of them, meant certainly he would be caught and destroyed.
The further fact that he would eat dust meant the same thing,
that he would be reduced to death, the same as for the sinner
Adam to return to the dust from which he was taken meant
death and destruction for him. How such death was to be
brought upon the Nerpent was explained to be by bruising his
head, and this by the Seed of God's woman. Bruising the heel
would be only a secming triumph for the Serpent and would
in reality seal his doom, for the bruising would be a crime far
exceeding in enormity the Serpent’s wicked sin in the garden
of Eden. W 10/1



May 7
And there were sealed an hundred and forty and four thousand

of all the tribes . . . After this I beheld, and, lo, a great multi-
tude, which no man could number, of all nations.—Rev. 7: 4, 9.

One of the purposes for which God shortened the tribulation
in 1918 and spared the remnant of the elect was that these
might bear the divine message of salvation to this great multi-
tude who are to be saved to eternal life on earth. So, since
1918, God’s prolonged endurance of the worldly nations doomed
to destruction has worked to a twofold effect, namely, the salva-
tion of the remnant and that of the great multitude. God holds
back the destructive forces that are reserved for Armageddon
until after this multitude gets the benefit of the Kingdom gospel
proclaimed by the remnant. Whereas the remnant are sealed
in their foreheads with the seal of the living God, the multitude
are marked in their foreheads by the remnant as worshipers of
Jehovah and supporters of his King. W 12/1

May 8
Ye are my witnesses, saith Jehovah.—Isa. 43: 10, A.8.V.

Those who worship the Supreme One of all the universe be-
lieve that Jehovah God alone is the Sovereign God and that
all worship, honor and glory are due him. They believe he is
the great Source of life and is able to save all who come to
him with humble hearts. Those who have come to the Lord
God and accept his Word and who abide by it are blessed of
God, and they become his witnesses. Men and women from all
parts of the earth, from all nations, kindreds and tongues, have
thus come to the Lord God because of a study of his Word,
and have accepted his Word as truthful and right and are abid-
ing by it. They appreciate that in Isaiah 61:1-3 a commission
is set out for those who consecrate themselves to serve God as
followers of his Son. They know that this message which they
are commissioned to preach offers comfort and hope to all na-
%it;)ns 10f the earth. They stand firm for the preaching of it.

May 9

Let this disposition be in_you, which was also in Ohrist Jesus,
who, though being in God's form, yet did not_ meditate a
usurpation to be like God.—Phil. 2: 5,8, Diag.

Unlike Satan the Devil, the enthroned Jesus Christ does not
use his Kingdom power to try to make himself equal with God
or “like the Most High”. Before he became a man, he did not
try to usurp Jehovah God’s power and place, neither will he
attempt a usurpation now that he has ascended up to the
heavens to God’s right hand. This is proved by what is fore-
told to take place at the close of his reign after he destroys all
the foes of Jehovah God and of man: “And when all things
shall be subdued unto him, then the Son also himself shall be
subject unto him that put all things under him, that God may
be all in all.” (1 Cor. 15:28, Douay) Thus, to the contrary of
trying to put Jehovah God under his feet and usurp his power,
Christ Jesus excepts or makes an exception of Jehovah God, and
at the end of his reign he subjects himself. W 3/1



May 10

It pleased God by the foolishness of preaching to save them
that believe—1 Cor. 1:21.

To all those finally saved the message of salvation must come,
whether audibly by means of the auditory nerve or visually by
means of printed page or sign language. All those who do the
presenting of the message by word of mouth or by delivery
of the printed page are “preachers” or proclaimers. After that
it is up to the one to whom the message is presented to ‘“hear”
it, that is, accept it into a good and honest heart with humil-
ity, faith and obedience. So it becomes plain how important
the work of preaching is. Preaching leads to hearing, and hear-
ing to salvation. For this reason no other activity on earth
is more important to mankind than preaching, regardless of
how the worldly-wise may view the matter. In response to
mankind’s need to hear the saving news, God has ordered
preachers into the field. W 5/1

May 11
Take heed to the ministry.—Col. 4: I7.

Before not very long this special time of privileged service
in God’s sight will be over, once the final war of Armageddon
is past. Appreciating the matter in this day of salvation, we are
determined to do as the apostle Paul said, namely, “finish my
course with joy, and the ministry, which I have received of the
Lord Jesus, to testify the gospel of the grace of God.” (Acts
20:24) Paul did not look upon any big trialsome experience
as being the final test of his integrity after which he could
take it easy and stop ministering. No; but when in prison at
Rome, while it seemed he had finished his course, yet he called
for Timothy to bring him *‘the books, but especially the parch-
ments”., He wanted to do more work while in prison till the
end came in God’s time for him. They could hold him bound
in prison, but could not stop him from preaching even there.
In his case it was true, “the word of God is not bound.”—2 Tim.
4:13; 2:9. W 38/15

May 12
These shall go away . . . the righteous into life eternal.
—Matt. 25:46.

The Lord’s “other sheep” have good prospects of eternal life
beforec them. Their hope is one of life unending on this earth
brought to a global paradise condition by the kingdom of
Jesus Christ with his called ones. God’s kingdom is the means
for blessing them. Their salvation is dependent upon the King-
dom. The King Jesus Christ died to savé them as well as his
little flock of called ones, for “he is himself an atoning sacri-
fice for our sins, and not only for ours but also for the whole
world”. (1 John 2:2, A.A.7.) This is a salvation which the
Devil begrudges them. He is now trying to cheat them of it.
Their salvation is a precious part of the faith once for all de-
livered to the saints in the apostles’ day, and it must be un-
remittingly contended for until the prize is gained by these
“other sheep”.—Jude 3. W 7/15



May 13

For this cause came I into the world, that I should bear witness
unto the truth.—John 18:37.

When declaring his godly separateness from this world, Jesus
thus testified to Governor Pilate. He was manifested in the
flesh for the purpose of bearing witness to Jehovah God and
his kingdom. On coming into this world, even to his brethren
according to the flesh, it was highly necessary for him to prove
he was sent from heaven by his Father, Jehovah God. Why?
For men to receive him as God’s Seed of His woman. Peter
declared Jesus Christ was the Prophet Moses had foretold and
who was to be a prophet greater than Moses. Hence he must
likewise be sent by Jehovah and be able to prove it by signs
even greater than those performed by Moses. He persistently
claimed to be sent by Jehovah and to have come in Jehovah’s
name. To back up this claim, as Moses had done, Jesus did
many more miracﬂ*s than Moses did, and more marvelous. He
freed his disciples from this world. W 9/1

May 14

Even now therefore that I am old and grey-headed, O God, do
not forsake me, until I tell of thine arm unto a new generation.
—Ps. 71:18, Rotherham.

The true Christian organization is now old with an antiquity
of nineteen centuries and is, so to speak, ‘“gray-headed’, but
it does not want to quit, go on a pension and retire from de-
claring Jehovah’s wondrous works. The remnant of the anointed
Christian organization look forward in the light of Bible
prophecy and see a new generation, the next generation of
servants that will take over completely after the remnant have
passed off the earthly scene. They want to expand the worship
of the living and true God over all the earth. Hence they want
to pass on to this rising generation of people conseerated to God
all the instruction he has taught them by Christ, that this next
generation may be saved to eternal life on earth under God’s
kingdom. So they pray God not to forsake them. W 12/15

May 15

Whosocver shall call on the name of the Lord shall be saved.
—Acts 2:21.

Belief in Jehovah God is of foremost importance and is in-
separable from the gospel, On the day of Pentecost Peter called
notice first and mainly to Jehovah God and declared His Word
to them. After that he told them about Jesus the Nazarene.
No; Peter and his fellow apostles did not ignore Jehovah. They
could not, because, as Peter told them, it was Jehovah God
that raised up Jesus the Seed with the bruised heel out of
death and exalted him to heaven to His right hand. There he
committed to Jesus the holy spirit, and on Pentecost Christ
Jesus began to pour it out. See for yourselves, then, that there
was here no excluding of Jehovah from the way of salvation.
What was needed was more than baptism only in the name of
Jesus Christ. Peter showed that the power of this way of
salvation through Jesus Christ would not be possible at all
without Jehovah God. So call on his name. W 4/1



May 16

The little flock in which the holy spirit hath set you as over-
scers,—ito be shepherding.—Acts 20: 28, Roth.

More than two and a half years prior to these words Paul
baptized twelve believing men at Ephesus and so helped to
build up the congregation at that city. At other cities Paul
and Barnabas had appointed elder brothers to positions of
service in the congregations, and he wrote Timothy and Titus
to appoint elder brothers to positions of overseer and assistant
1n the congregations under their care. Now Paul was a mem-
ber of the governing bodf of the church of that century, and
he was filled with the holy spirit. If he or some other author-
ized persor appointed overseers in the congregation at Ephesus,
then it could truthfully be said “the holy spirit hath set you as
overseers”. All appointments of men were made under the
power of the spirit. The credit should be given to it, not to
human instruments through whom it worked. W 6/1

May 17

In his great mercy he has caused us to be born anew to a life
of hope through Jesus ghtn'st’s resurr%ctwn from the dead.
—1 Pet. 1:8, A.A.T.

Peter tells God’s elect, or those chosen for the heavenly king-
dom, that God the Father begot them again to a “living hope”
by resurrecting Jesus from the dead. It is not by Jesus’ resur-
rection that his Kingdom joint-heirs are begotten again to the
hope. God the Lafe-giver is the Omne that begets, produces, or
becomes the Father of spiritual children for the Kingdom. But
the resurrection of his Son was a basis for him to beget such
additional spiritual sons. How so? Because by the resurrection
the bruised Seed of God’s woman was brought back to life and
could ascend to heaven and sit down at God's right hand. Thus
he could appear in God’s presence as his High Pricst and could
present to God the value or merit of the human sacrifice that
he laid down. By it he could redeem his devoted followers. They
have hope in him, not only in this life, but in the promised
kingdom. W 4/15

May 18
Dignitics they defame.—Jude 8, Rotherham.

Today God has an organization of his people. In it there
are special positions of responsibility. When Jchovah God
bonors certain ones in his visible organization with special
places of service because of their faithfulncss, then these re-
sponsible special servants are to be treated with due regard.
It is not because of what they are in themselves in the flesh,
but is because of the favor God has bestowed upon them and
because we know the source of such favor and know what it
means in the way of responsibility, Of course, we do not fear
these, flatter them, show partiality to them or heap worldl
titles and honors upon them, but we unselfishly co-operate wit
them and support them in the Lord’s service. Thereby we pay
due respect to Jehovah God. We have respect for the dignity
from God, rather than for just the person wearing it. W 8/1



May 19
Unto each one is given the manifesting of the spirit with a view
to that which is profitable—1 Cor. 12:7, Rotherham.

By remembering that the holy spirit is the active force or in-
vigible energy coming from God through Christ, we can see that
the gifts of the spirit are conferred on each person with due
respect to his inborn abilities or uncultivated talents. Then this
spirit or invisible energy can move upon him and awaken his
innate abilities to life. It can help and improve his uncultivated
natural endowments and so make him more useful, more capa-
ble, more productive. God, who reads our hearts, can detect
these endowmerits in us. No doubt, too, the Lord Jesus, when
measuring out to a person the gracious gift of the spirit, takes
into consideration the use to which that person is to be put
or the office he 18 to fill. He knew what measure of gift Paul
needed, and bestowed it to match. We may be sure he ecan do
the same as to us all. W 9/15

May 20

How shall we, that are dead to sin, live any longer therein?
—Rom. 6 é

1f we did not purpose to keep on in righteousness but in-
tended to return to the practice of sin after a while, why
should we abandon the sinful course of this world at all? But
since our forsaking of sin was meant to be for all time, and
since we have experienced the divine forgiveness of sins through
the sacrifice of our High Priest, then we should not seek to
find pleasure in practicing sin again. But sin is subtle, and
we are surrounded by a world under the great promoter of sin,
Satan the Devil. On this account we must always watch against
taking up sin again as a practice or regular course in our
lives. To that end we cannot afford to stand still and become
backward, but must make progress in righteousness. Progress,
not6/x::ltgpping. is the greatest counterforce against relapse.

May 21

See! I have put before you an open door that no one can cluse.
—Rev. 8:8, A.AT.

Innumerable adversaries have tried to shut the door upon
Jehovah's witnesses. But our King with the key of David has
miraculously kept the door open, and the ministry of this King-
dom gospel has gone forward, with more gospel ministers at
the close of World War II than before. The door still stands
open to the most glorlous opportunity because the gospel min-
istry by men and women is not yet finished, but the invitation
into this blessed privilege is more urgent now than ever be-
fore. Have you answered the invitation and entered through
the door in brotherly love? Will you? The opportunity will
close with the battle of Armageddon now drawing near, when
this gospel of the Kingdom will have been preached adequately
and the final end of this world will have come according to
God’s due time. Then Jehovah will arise to_give his own testi-
mony by winning the fight at Armageddon. W 10/15



May 22
Abound in work for the Lord at all times—1 Cor. 15:58,
Moffatt.

Expansion of our individual ministry is very important for
our own lives now and forever. First of all, it helps us per-
sonally in rendering direct worship of God to a greater ex-
tent, and that means an enrichment of our lives. Secondly, it
affords us greater opportunity to help people of good-will to
gain a knowledge of the life-giving truth. That helps them to
answer the grand call to this blessed gospel ministry. We should
be concerned not only in expanding our own privileges in this
matter, but also in helping others to get into the work God now
commands his people to do for the vindication of his name.
It is not the contribution of money that does this, but is chicfly
the contribution of ourselves, the giving of our personal atten-
tion and aid te¢ those who hunger and thirst after righteousness
and life. W 8/15

May 28

Also of your own selves shall men arise, speaking perverse things,
to draw away disciples after them. There;(’)re waich.
—Acts 20: 30, 31.

Such would-be leaders and divisionists act hypocritically and
use words of speech that sound pleasing to the ear. Paunl tells
us to turn away our ears from such sly disturbers of the peace
and unity of God’s flock of sheep. “I beseech you, brethren,
mark them that are causing the divisions and occasions of
stumbling, . . . by their smooth and fair speech they beguile
the hearts of the innocent.” (Rom. 16:17,18, A.8.V.) In like
manner the Serpent beguiled Eve in Eden, and there has been
no peace on earth since. Those who open their ear to his be-
guiling as Eve did will accept another Christ, another spirit,
another gospcl, than the true. (2 Cor. 11:3,4) But we did
not learn the truth by listening to men that oppose God’s work;
we learned it through sheep that remained in God’s flock and
that seek to promote its peace and unity. W 5/1

May 24
Who then 4is that faithful and wise steward?—Luke 12:}2.

No individual man now on earth was here foretold, but the
entire organized company of God's consecrated people who are
dedicated to his service and who work at unity as one man
throughout the earth. “Ye are my witnesses, saith Jehovah, and
my servant whom I have chosen.” His witnesses of today must
therefore serve him unitedly, as a steward over what he has
entrusted to them through our Savior Jesus Christ. They must
be faithful to God and be wise with heavenly wisdom in doing
so. They must serve one another with the spiritual food that
God has provided through his Theocratic organization. They
must also serve it out to his “other sheep” who are at present
strayed and lost from the paths of truth and righteousness and
whom the Good Shepherd must yet find and gather to his Theo-
cratic fold. Jehovah’s witnesses have a world-wide assignment,
to preach the Kingdom gospel. W 2/15



May 26
The Law? It was a later addition, designed to produce trans-

gressions, until the descendant to which the promise was made
should come—@Gal. 8:19, A.A.T.

The law produced transgressions by showing what these were
and who the transgressors were and by making them realize.
they were tramsgressors. “The law entered, that the offense
might abound.” (Rom. 5:20) 'The humble, honest-hearted
Israclites saw that their fallen condition did not permit them
to keep that law, and that they needed to repent for their sins
and to look to God for deliverance from their sinfulness and its
bad effects. Such deliverance must come by the promised Seed
of Abraham in whom all the nations of the earth are to be
blessed. To produce this realization of sin and their need to
repent of it and their need of a Savior was really God’s pur-
pose in giving the Israelites his law through Moses. It was_to
show up their transgressions and to point them to the coming
Descendant of Abraham. W §/15

May 26

His divine power hath given unto us all things that pertain
unto life and godliness.—2 Pet. 1:8.

Under test Jesus proved that a man in the flesh can be tried
to the very limit, a most shameful and painful death, and yet
hold on to perfect godliness. Satan has made himself the *“‘god
of this world” and wants everybodfr in it to become worldly
according to the style of this world. He tries to get all to
worship him as god by becoming a part of this world, thereby
giving their allegiance to_his domination. Conformmg oneself
to Satan’s wishes is worldliness, and it denies the universal
sovereignty of Jehovah God. Worldliness and godliness are
exact opposites. By cleaving to godliness in the midst of the
Devil’s world Jesus Christ vindicated the universal sovereignty
of God his Father. He refused to bow down and worship Sa-
tan the Devil and to become a part of his wicked world. He
did not go worldly. W 9

May 27

And I saw an aagel coming down out of heaven, having the
key of the abyss and a great chain in his hand. And he laid hold
on the dragon.—Rev. 20: 1, Am. Stan. Ver.

This angel who is mightier than Satan and who binds and
imprisons him is no other than Christ Jesus himself, for the
word angel means messenger. Christ Jesus is J ehovah’s ‘“angel
of the testament”, or “angel of the covenant”, who is sent to
vindicate Jehovah’s sovereignty and name. (Mal. 3:1, Douay;
Bagster’s LXX trans.) The “great chain” with which he binds
Satan is not the power of the gos;l)el The preaching of the
gospel never has bound and ever will bind that wicked counter-
feiter of the gospel. The ‘“‘chain” pictures Christ’s extensive,
unbreakable power to restrain Satan completely. So great is
his power that he does not first have to kill Satan in order to
render him powerless. No, he catches him alive and enchains
him and then he crushes his head to death.—Gen. 3:15. W 10/1



May 28
Be a good minister of Jesus Christ.—1 Tim. 4: 6.

As in Timothy’s case, youth is no barrier to one’s becoming
a minister. One who does become such will daily preach the
good news. It has always been recognized that ministers would
take a neutral position on world affairs and that they would
be indifferent to the controversies of the world, because they
are not of this world nor a part of it, although they are in it.
Christ Jesus was not of this world. He was in it, but this was
for the sole purpose of preaching the gospel and vindicating
his Father’s name. In a prayer to his Father in heaven he
requested that the same spirit that was poured upon him be
poured upon all his followers that they might preach the good
news in the world. This makes it plain that age is not the
determining factor with God’s ministers, neither is sex. The
thing that qualifies one as a minister is his knowledge of the
Lord’s Word and his zeal and devotion to God, and, most im-
portant, God’s spirit. W 1/1

May 29

As often as ye eat this bread, and drink this cup, ye do shew
the Lord’s death till he come.—1 Cor. 11:26.

This coming refers not to his coming into the Kingdom
A.D. 1914, nor to his coming to the spiritual temple of God
in 1918 for judgment work. It refers to his coming to the com-
pletion of his church-bride in the heavenly kingdom, the full
consummation of the marriage of the Lamb of God and his
spiritual bride, the church. In view of this, the Memorial sup-
per will one day cease to be kegt upon this earth., That will
be when the remnant of Christ’s body, who bear about in them-
selves the dying of the Lord Jesus, will have proved their faith-
fulness to death, thereby finishing their earthly course. Hence
the Memorial will not be celebrated during Christ’s millennial
reign after this remnant has been joined with him in the king-
dom above. The Memorial is observed till his coming, to show
forth the one thing, “his death,” in which it is given to his
anointed body-members to share as a gracious privilege from
God.—11:24, AS.V. W 2/1

May 30

You are born anew of immortal, not of mortal seed, by the
living, lesting word of God—1 Pet. 1:23, Moffatt.

To become heirs of an incorruptible inheritance reserved in
heaven with Jesus Christ the King, the 144,000 must be be-
gotten again by God the FPather. Why? Because they, to begin
with, had been begotten by Adam, and he could not beget any-
one to spiritual, heavenly inheritance. By natural procreation
his children cannot rise higher in the scale of life than he their
father. So for 144,000 of his condemned offspring to become
inheritors of the heavenly kingdom with Christ, they must not
only be redeemed but also be begotten by a father different
from Adam, a heavenly father who can bestow spirit life and
a spiritual inheritance in heaven. To this end Jehovah God, the
Father of Jesus Christ, has begotten them again, thus adopt-
ing them as his heirs.—Gal. 4:4-7. W 4/15



May 381
Are they ministers of Christ®—2 Cor, 11:28.

By co-operating with Christ Jesus his disciples, women and
men alike, were ministers of Christ. But through him they
were at the same time ministers to God, because Christ Jesus
was God’s anointed Representative, While Joshua, Ilisha and
the Levites were spoken of as being ministers to Moses, Elijah
and the high priest, they rendered their service as to Jehovah
and were primarily God’s ministers and serving according to
his appointment. In like manner those who joined with Christ
Jesus in his work were spoken of as his ministers. Today we,
too, can be God’s ministers and Christ’s, because Christ Jesus
is God’s Chief Official. We can serve God through Christ, who
makes our works acceptable to God. We serve God by work-
ing under Christ Jesus, whom God has appointed as Head over
all His servants. In fact, none can render acceptable service
to God except through Christ our Leader. W 3/15

June 1

Contend earnestly for the faith which was once for all delivered
unto the saints.—Jude 3, A.8.V.

The faith is based upon the ancient Hebrew Scriptures, to
which Jesus constantly referred to support what he taught, and
also upon the teachings which he gave as the Son of God sent
down from heaven. It was delivered nineteen centuries ago to
the saints ‘“once for all”. For that reason there is no other
gospel. There will never be another given. What has been de-
livered to us remains the faith, because it is suflicient to accom-
plish God’s purpose. The Devil would like to turn the heirs of
salvation aside from the true faith of the gospel by counter-
feiting the true and foisting a false gospel upon God’s people.
In all earnestness, then, we have to struggle, wrestle and con-
tend against the shams and diversions with which the Devil
tries to win us away. It is a “precious faith”, well worth con-
tending for, because it leads to everlasting salvation.—2 Pet.
1:1. W 7/15

June 2

Impious creatures who pervert the grace of our God into
wmmorality and disown . . . Christ—Jude 4, Moffatt.

God was gracious and mereciful to us in washing us from
our sins in Christ’s blood, not for us to yield to the cravings
of our fallen flesh and go back to former filth and uncleanness
now and again, but for us to pursue determinedly the way of
righteousness henceforth. A faithful person that appreciates
this purpose of God’s grace and mercy will not pervert it pre-
sumptuously. He will contend for the faith once delivered to
the saints by indignantly resisting the advances and sugges-
tions of impious persons who creep in among us unawares. We
know we are slaves of Christ bought with blood for God’s
service. If we yielded unsteadily to ungodly persons and took
up the service of sin for the selfish pleasure of our flesh, it
would be denying, yes, disowning Jesus Christ as Master and
Lord. True to the faith, we refuse to do this. W 7/15



June 3

When he ascended up on high, he . . . gave gifts unto men.
And he gave some, apostles—Eph. 4:8,

Christ Jesus knew the congregation of his brethren needed
gifts in the way of men with special powers and capacities.
But to produce such men as gifts for the congregation he had
to pour out the spirit upon them. The gift of the holy spirit
makes us able in many fields of service. It is an expression of
God’s grace or undeserved goodness to us through Christ. The
special abilities and aptitudes that his spirit awakens within
us are a grace from God. God can do with his own property
what he wills. So be does not confer upon all Christians the
very same_ abilities and qualifications. Kach one has his own
gracious gift to the extent that Christ Jesus measures it out
to each individual in the church. He does not at once take these
followers to heaven to have them with him. No; but all these
new creatures with new powers he confers upon his congre-
gation on earth for its benefit. W 9/15

June 4

Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, ... but
ezhorting one another—Heb. : 25.

We should do nothing to hinder or resist the gathering work
which the King Jesus Christ is doing by means of his angels.
In Jesus’ day Jerusalem resisted the gathering together of her
children by him, and for this she was destroyed and her people
were scattered to the ends of the earth. (Matt. 23: 37, 38) The
same fate, or worse, will befall Christendom. We act wisely,
therefore, if we aid in Christ’s gathering work and help in the
umfymg work. To do this, we must lovingly consider the
“sheep” whom Christ has gathered together. We must meet
with them and encourage them to love God by doing his good
works. We must help them to confess openly without wavering
their faith and hope by ourselves going out with them in giving
witness to God’s kingdom. All together as one, we must march
to the goal of perfection. W 6/15

June 5

Sce the abomination of desolation, spoken of by Daniel the
prophet, stand in the holy piace—Matt. 24: 15.

In defiance the rulers of Christendom set up the League of
Nations, beginning with 1920, and it has bcen revived and
renovated since 1945 under the form of the United Nations.
These rulers of this world have set it up as their standard.
They choose and worship it instead of Jehovah’s enthroned
King. They glorify their symbol of world domination, their
Caesar, instead of Jehovah’s Signal of universal sovereignty,
Jesus Christ. Therefore their standard, to which they strive to
rally all peoples and nations with their backs to earth’s right-
ful Ruler Christ Jesus, is an abomination to God. It will bring
on all who worship this anti-Christ_standard of rulership deso-
lation from the hand of Jehovah God. It stands in the “holy
place”, because it commands the reverence and worship of the
peoples, which mgmﬁes a denial of Jchovah’s royal Signal,
Christ Jesus. W 1/15



June 6
The head of Christ is God—1 Cor. 11:8.

To correspond with the fact that God is his Superior and
Head, Jesus declared he came, not to do his own will, but that
of his Father, and not to speak his own words or doctrines, but
those of his Father. In harmony with the prophecies of old
Jesus declared himself to be a servant to God, and not a person
co-cqual with God. Isaiah 42:1 gives a prophetic utterance of
Jehovah God respecting Jesus Christ as his servant, saying:
“Behold my servant, whom I uphold, mine elect in whom my
soul delighteth.” This prophecy Matthew 12:17-21 applies to
Jesus. That this servanthood of Jesus toward God means his
lower station and subordination to Jehovah God is made cer-
tain by Jesus’ own announced rule: “The disciple is not above
his master, nor the servant above his lord.” (Matt. 10:24)
It is because of the servant’s inferiority to his lord that he
must suffer with his lord, as Jesus did. W 3/1

June 7
Hear, and your soul shall live—Isa. 55: 8.

Hearing, that is, not_just hearing literally, but what hearing
symbolizes for even a literally deaf man, means our salvation
to life. This, of course, means far more than just hearing the
sound of the message. It means entertaining the message,
accepting it, believing it, and obediently acting upon it. Those
who thus hear will not have their souls blotted out by Jeho-
vah God, who is able to destroy both soul and body in Gehenna.
(Matt. 10:28, A.8.V., margin) Their souls will be sustained
forever in the new world. 1t follows, then, that all of man-
kind who will gain eternal salvation must hear the good
news of God’s kingdom by Christ Jesus the Ransomer, and
they must be given the opportunity to act in harmony with
it. Their obedient hearing with faith or belief must, in all
cases, precede salvation. As it is written: “How shall they
believe in him of whom they have not heard? and how shall
they hear without a preacher?’ W 5/1

June 8

By what means he is made whole; . . . by the name of
Jesus Christ of Nazareth.—Acts 4:9, 10.

There is power of salvation in Jesus’ name. In ,proof, the
man whom Peter cured was made whole through faith in his
name. Jesus’ name could effect not only a physical cure of
one’s body but, better still, one’s eternal salvation., The ex-
pression Peter used, made whole, referring to the physical cure,
is the same word in the original Bible text as he used when
he said: “There is none other name under heaven given among
men, whercby we must be saved.” (4:12) This use of words
is also true with respect to Jesus’' cures. (Matt. 9:21,22;
Luke 8:48,50; 17:19) Through faith in him as Jehovah’s
promised Seed persons were relieved or saved from their afilic-
tion. This performing of bodily cures through faith in Jesus
illustrated how you may be saved to an eternal salvation
tshrou%}; fai;h in his pame as the name of Jehovah's Seed or

on.



June 9

Hereby know ye the spirit of God: Bvery spirit that confesseth
that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh is of God.—1 John 4: 2.

In apostolic times, nineteen hundred years ago, it was of
antichristian spirit or inspiration for anyone to deny that
Jesus had come to earth as a man and suffered and died and
been raised from the dead. So now, in this twentieth century,
it is equally of unchristian inspiration for men of this world
to say Jesus Christ does not need to come as King to rule the
earth. Even if such men are of Christendom it does not mean
such utterances are Christian and are inspired by the spirit
of God and cannot be of demon-inspiration. By what test do
we know for certain that they are of antichrist and are not
inspired by God’s spirit? By testing such utterances with what
is taught in the Bible. And why with the Bible? Because the
Bible was produced by means of the spirit of God. Anything
against Bible teaching is against His spirit. W 6/1

June 10

He . .. cast him into the abyss, and shut it, and sealed it
over him, that he should deceive the nations no more, until
the thousand years should be finished.—Rev. 20:2,3, A.8.V.

This proves that the 1000-year reign of Christ begins, not at
the close of the Gentile times A.D. 1914, but after Armageddon
is fought and all Lis foes are destroyed and are thus unable
to interfere with his righteous rule of peace. The imprisoning
of Satan the Devil in the abyss means the completion of the de-
struction of the “heavens and the earth, which are now”, and
which are ‘“kent in store, reserved unto fire against the day of
judgment and perdition of ungodly men”. (2 Pet. 3:7; Rev.
20:11) That esrth has been the visible organization of the
Devil over men, whereas the heaven has been the invisible or-
ganization of him and his demons. By the end of this ‘‘day of
Jehovah” they will have been destroyed as if by fire. W 10/1

June 11
Hazercise thysclf rather unto godliness.—1 Tim. 4:7.

Paul’s wisdom is better than that of this world in urging
us to train in godliness. This, too, is strenuous. It calls for
activity just the same as bodily exercise docs, but the benefits
are greater and more lasting. If we do not want to give up
our devotion to God under pressure of persecution it certainly
calls for training to make us strong in godliness as Jesus was.
He showed godliness in a very active way, acting as God’s
minister, prophet and witness. He got right out among the
people, visiting their homes, preaching the good news of God’s
kingdom to them, healing their sicknesses, protecting them
against religious frauds, and building up a missionary school
of gospel-preachers. There was nothing lazy or weak about
this godliness. Regardless of the bitterest persecution from the
religious leaders, he held fast to his devotion and service to
God. He trained in godliness by displaying faithful endurance
and loving obedience. W 9/1



June 12

He is maliciously accusing me. Not content with that, he refuses
to welcome the brothers.—3 John 10, A.A.T.

Sometimes persons imagine to themselves such an important
position in life that they feel they can be the judges and find
fault with others. Then they cause disturbance in the Chris-
tian company, until no one is contented. They really do not
gain a thing by it, becausc godliness brings gain to us if it is
accompanied by contentment. But there is great gain in coming
to a knowledge of the truth and becoming God’s servant and
pursuing godliness. Yes, if we are contented. We cannot afford
to be faultfinders, accusers. If we become such, there will be no
contentment. Godliness must stay linked with contentment if
we are to find some satisfaction in being a witness of Jehovah
and in being associated with his Theocratic organization. Our
service to God must be connected with peace among ourselves.
Otherwise, there will be no happiness so far as we are con-
cerned. W 8/15

June 13

In all things approving ourselves as the ministers of God, . . .
as deceivers, and yet true—2 Cor. 6: 4, 8.

Christ Jesus has made his remnant today a steward in charge
of all. (Luke 12;:42-44) They are necessarily different from
the religionists of Christendom, because they have something
committed to them that her religious systems do not have. Her
religionists falsely accuse Jehovah’s witnesses as being deceit-
ful prophets and not true to their name, but because of such
religious accusations Jehovah God has not cast them out of
his service, nor withheld from them his Bible truths, nor held
back his blessing trom their witness work, nor yielded them
up to their enemies to be utterly suppressed and destroyed.
The apostle Paul went right ahead under accusations. We
can do the same letting our activities and works in obedience
to God testify to our faithful stewardship and explode all false
enemy charges. W 2/15

June 14
Qive God what belongs to God.—Matt. 22:21, Moffatt.

Jehovah’s witnesses are looked at by earthly governments
as an obstinate people, a people that just will not fall in line
and that will not accept a man-made thing as their savior.
The world, through its judges and its rulers, demands that
these witnesses render to Caesar the things that are Caesar’s,
and more, too; for they forget the rest of the command : ‘Render
to God the things that aie God's.’ These witnesses, no matter
under what nationality or form of government they happen to
be born, always comply with the rules and regulations of that
nation. They pay their taxes; they speak the language of the
nation; they accept the education of the nation through its
schools. They support all the laws of the land that are in full
accord with God’s principles of truth and righteousness. They
follow most of the customs and habits of the people. But one
thing they cannot do, and that is, violate their conscience
trained in God’s Word. W 1/1



June 15

The earnest expectation of the crcation waiteth for the revealing
of the sons of God.—Rom. 8:19, A.8.V.

The 144,000 Christian believers consecrate themselves to
God and undertake to follow Jesus’ steps till death. Their being
begotten again by God is what makes them his spiritual chil-
dren and his heirs with a heavenly hope. As Jesus their Re-
deemer entered into the heavenly inheritance by laying aside
his earthly human existence and by being resurrected from
death, so too with the 144,000. They must enter their inher-
itance above by laying down human life and by being resur-
rected from death to life in heaven at the time that God’s
kingdom is established with the Seed of his woman in the
throne. Then these spiritual children of God will be revealed
in heavenly power with Jesus. Following this revelation the
earthly blessings will be poured out upon all nations and
families of the earth, all human creation. W 4/15

June 16

These things have 1 spoken unto you, that ye should not be
offended. . . . that when the time shall come, ye may
remember that I told you of them.—John 16: 1-4.

In God’s Word Jesus read all the things in store for him.
Yet he left the money-paying job of carpentering and took up
the preaching ministry of God. Why? To give the most com-
plete answer to Satan’s charge against God’s true ministers
and witnesses and so vindicate Jehovah God as the only Master
worthy of serving. He would also lay down his human life
as a ransom for all on earth who would become God’s ministers
and remain such for ever in the righteous new world. God
did not let Jesus walk blindly into the ministry during this
present evil world, without knowing what it was to cost. All
the tenor of the Bible is to inform us what it now costs to
be a real witness and servant of God, now while Satan's chal-
lenge to God’s ministers must still be met. This frank informa-
tion keeps us from being surprised. It forearms us. W 10/15

June 17
We will not draw back and perish.—Heb. 10: 39, A.A.T.

The willful sinner loses the desire to take on more knowledge
of God’s purpose. He does not care to take on further re-
sponsibility for added knowledge, or to continue shouldering
responsibility for what he already knows and enjoys. He quits
putting forth faith in God and loving him and the truth and
righteousness for which God stands. He draws back. In the
start his drawing back might be ever so small, seemingly a
mere stopping, but it acquires motion and gathers speed and
momentum with his persistence in this course. It finally be-
comes unstoppable, and he plunges into the hopeless state un-
der the doom of destruction. Mindful of this, how firmly ought
we to determine not to make the stop with which the drawing
back begins, especially now that the day of the Lord God is
upon us and his Messenger of the covenant, Christ Jesus, is
at the temple to execute judgment! W 6/15



June 18
Make the very most of your time.—Eph. 5: 16, Moffatt.

Take advantage of the shortening of the days of tribulation
by God. Redeem this time of divine grace, by applying it in the
way he wants, fulfilling the commission he has laid upon us
as his witnesses, his ambassadors, sent forth to mark all fore-
heads of good-will. Bend all your energies, devote all your
resources, to the great educational work upon the people who
gigh and cry, to comfort them with the knowledge of God and
his Kingdom purposes. We know this educational work and
this training of people of all nationalities to worship God re-
quires time and patience. Be thankful for the time allowed,
and, by His grace, do not fail in patience with his own mar-
velous example of patience before your eyes. While organized
religion of Satan’s world makes its own enormous gains, why
fret? Keep on steadily preaching as God commands. Expand
his true worship, due to the increase he gives. W 12/1

June 19

And certain women . . . ministered unto him of their substance.
—Luke 8:2,3.

While Jesus served in a public way dealing exclusively with
God’s Word, he had others who ministered to him in various
ways in order that his ministry might not be disturbed or
lessened. Not to be left unmentioned are the several women,
who went along with him and his apostles on some of their
travels and rendered various services that female hands could
offer. The apostles, too, at times went out and did the shop-
ping to provide things for the meals, or to arrange for meet-
ings. (Jobhn 4:8; Luke 9:52; 22:8,13) However, they also
ministered to Christ Jesus by joining in with him in preaching
the glad tidings of God’s kingdom, in some cases breaking the
ground for his coming later to top off a local witness to the
Kingdom. He thus trained them to serve God in a public way,
for the public benefit. In thus co-operating with him these
disc‘igl}l;fsj, men and women alike, were ministers of Christ.

June 20

W hosoever will save his life [or, soull shall lose it: and whoso-
ever will lose his life [or, soul]l for my sake shall find it.
—Matt. 16: 25.

By holding true to his mission and pouring out his soul to
the bitter death, Jesus saved his life, by proving worthy of
Jehovah’s reward for faithfulness. He refused to save himself,
preferring to let God save him for his unbroken integrity to
Him. Therefore, in this Jesus was an cxample to his followers.
Having taken all the preliminary steps of repentance, conver-
sion, consecration, and baptism, thereby denying ourselves, we
must take up our stake of suffering reproach and pain for
righteousness’ sake and must follow him. That is, we must
keep on following him to the finish, enduring as he did and
not seeking to save our lives, or present earthly souls. If we
try to save our lives, we are not denying ourselves, and we
shall lose our future lives, or souls, in the new world. W 4/1



June 21

So then, brethren, stand fast, and hold the itraditions which ye
were taught, whether by word, or by epistle of ours.
—2 Thess. 2: 15 AS.V.

Internal peculiarities of Genesis and the findings of archae-
ology go to show Moses got his materials for writing Genesis
from written documents and not by oral tradition. Even getting
his information in writing was in a sense getting it by tradi-
tion, for the broad meaning of fradition is delivery; act of de-
livering into the hands of another. Since tradition can be by
mouth-to-mouth transmission or by writing, Paul wrote as
above. Comp1hng the record from original sources in writin
safeguarded against memory lapses by imperfect men and msureg
the accurate, uncorrupted transmitting of the vital facts to
future generations of God’s people. His spirit exercised itself
that there might be a faithful transmitting and compiling of the
Holy Secriptures for his servants, for them to be sure of the
firm basis of their faith. W 7/1

June 22

They . , having itching ears, will heap to themselves teachers
a,fter their own lusts; and will twn away their ears from
the truth.—2 Tim. 4: 3 V.

The itch on their part is to hear teachers that tickle their
selfish desires and that teach in harmony with the learning,
political schemes and popular things of this world that do
not call for true repentance and a change in one's life accord-
ing to the Bible. The truth is too much for their ears to en-
dure, for it is unpopular, and they do not wish to be made free
from their pleasurable, sinful habits in this world. Hence,
there is now a heap of teachers of fables, who fill Christendom
and heathendom with their doctrines contrary to God’s Word
of truth. To counteract this, God urged his servant to preach
the truth continually, saying: ‘“Preach the word; be urgent
in season, out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort, with all
longsuffering and teaching.”—4:2, 4.8.V. W 5/1

June 23

And some save, snatching them out of the fire; and on some
have mercy with fear; hating even the garment spotted
by the flesh.—Jude 23, A.8.V.

Unstable ones are 1n danger of the fire or everlasting destruc-
tion reserved for the “goats” of this time. By our coming quick-
ly to their aid with exhortation, instruction and prayer, we
are in effect snatching them out of the fire. Some may have
yielded to deceivers and fallen to immorality with them or
fornication with this world, spiritually speaking. As it were,
the inner garment next to their flesh they have stained through
giving way to animal practices. They have stained their identity
as true Christians. We hate such a_garment and fear to spot
up our own garment of Christian identity in such a way, for
it displeases God and may lead to destruction. While we
hate the stained garment, we have mercy upon its wearer. We
try to help him back to salvation from the death to which such
uncleanness would at last lead him. W 8/1



June 24
Desire earnestly the greater gifts.—1 Cor. 12:31, A.8.V.

Some gifts, such as prophesymg, supervising, ministering,
managing, organizing, must be cultivated or worked at with
a purpose. Then they will be mastered or the person become
proficient in them. It does us no good to desire and long for
these greater gifts earnestly and lazlly do nothing for the
sake of realizing our longing desire. “The soul of the sluggard
desireth, and hath nothing: but the soul of the diligent shall
be made fat.”” Otherwise said: “The lazy man has longmgs,
but gets nothing: the diligent man is amply supplied.” (Prov.
13:4, Moffatt) Merely praying for the desired gift does not
show our full degree of faith. Diligent efforts and works toward
attaining the gift give full life to our faith and lead to gain-
ing what we desire. As we work we must trust to the spirit
or invisible energy of God to work with us under the blessing
of God. W 9/15

June 28
And the great dragon wes . . . cast out into the earth, and
is angels were cast out with him.—Rev. 12:9,

This casting of Satan and his wicked angels down does not
mean binding him for a thousand years or the bruising of his
head, relieving the nations of the oppressions of Satan and
his seductions. The casting of him down to the earth leads up
to greater woe for the earth and sca, and also to his persecu-
tions and war against the remnant of the seed of God's
woman, because these keep God’s commands and deliver the
witness that Jesus Christ is King. No, Satan is not yet bound
and in the abyss. All the rcligious teaching that Christendom’s
clergy have given the people for the past sixteen centuries
since Constantine’s day have failed to bind and put restraint
upon Satan and his demons. Rather, as the light of God’s
Word shines now upon the facts of history, we see that by
such religious teaching Satan the Dev11 has deceived and
seduced the whole world.—Rev. 12: 9. W 10/1

June 26

Defend the faith which has oncc for all been committed to the
saints; for certain persons have slipped in by stealth (their
doom has been predicted long ago).—Jude 3,4, Moffatt.

What Jude here shows those who share in the hope of “our
common salvation” is that this salvation is not yet a closed
matter, all sealed up and dclivered to us beyond loss and fail-
ure. Despite our being now in the saved conditmn, we of the
remnant can fail of “our common salvation”. How? By not
contending for the faith. Just succumb to the enticements of
the ungodiy persons who pervert God's grace into an excuse
for immorality and worldliness and whose course disowns our
Master and Lord Jesus Christ. Such impious ones had their
doom foretold long ago, by the historical record of the Bible.
Let them read their doom. Also let us read how it is possible
to fail of final salvation by yielding to such doomed ones. W 7/15



June 27
Keep the unity of the spirit.—Eph. 4: 3.

Jehovah’s witnesses world-wide have one aim in life, and
that is to magnify the name of Jehovah and to share with
Christ in vindicating His name and Word. They realize he
has gathered together the persons of good-will who love him
into one organization, and that is, a Theocratic organization.
Theocratic, yes, but not nationalistic are these witnesses of
Jehovah, I. governments of men set up boundaries and adopt
certain languages for certain territories, and because some of
God’s consecrated people live in those particular lands, that is
no reason for believing they are separate and distinct from all
the other witnesses of God throughout the earth. They are not.
They are one body in the Lord, one organization, with one
God Jehovah and one Lord Jesus Christ and one law. That is
the law God has given them, namely, to minister to him and
to preach the gospel of the Kingdom in all the world for a
witness to all nations. W 1/1

June 28

The blasphemy against the spirit shall not be forgiven,
—Matt. 12:31, A8.V.

When the Pharisees refused to believe Jesus for the works
such as no other man had ever done, and when they said the
power doing such unusual good works was from Beelzebub the
prince of the demons, then they were sinning. Sin and blas-
phemy against the holy spirit are sinful and abusive, injurious
speech against the open demonstration of God’s power. The
religious leaders guilty of such were willfully sinning for selfish
reasons, because they were sinning against manifest facts,
which they saw and knew. They voluntarily did not want to
accept the testimony of the spirit of God at work in the serv-
ant of God. They resisted the display of the spirit of God.
This willful quality in their sin was what made it unfor-
givable, because it made them unteachable, begond correction,
opposed to God’s provision for forgiveness. W 6/15

June 29
Men corrupted in mind and bereft of the tryth, supposing

that godliness is a way of gain—I1 Tim. 6:5, AS.V.

When professed Christians get to thinking that their adoption
of godliness provides ways and means for selfish worldly gain,
their minds have gone bad and become corrupted. Such persons
become lost to the truth. Sometimes people will associate with
the truth thinking they are going to get some personal ma-
terial gain from the individuals in God’s organization. If they
use godliness as a means of selfish gain, then their motive and
mental attitude will injure them sp.ritually, They will become
bereft of the truth, lost! While it betrays a corrupt mind to
view godliness as a way and means of personal material gain,

et Paul does say it is “a great means of gain”. (6:6, A.4.7T.)

hat is, provided one combines godliness “with a sufficiency
of one’s own”. (Rotherham) Feeling a sufficiency of one's own
means contentment. The Greek word that Paul uses means
literally “self-sufficiency”. W 9/1



June 30
I am as a wonder unto many.—Ps. 71:7, A.8.V.

Witnesses of the Most High God are a wonder for their
firm refusal to compromise with this world. They are a marvel
for openly confessing Jehovah’s name and preaching his king-
dom in the same way Christ and his disciples did, “publicly,
and from house to house.” Christ’s faithful imitators today
are marvelous like him for the persecutions and hostility they
endure from combined Christendom and Jewry and for the afflic-
tions and false accusations and shame they have endured till
now, so that Christendom is astounded because they still keep
on going aud increasing. They know they must be exposed as
a wonder, a prodigy, a portent, before the world’s eyes and
what this position must cost them. In order to endure it they
make the Most High God their strong refuge, and thus they
keep their integrity unbroken toward him. In their strong ref-
uge they show forth his beauty and virtues all day long. W 12/15

July 1

Make for yourselves friends with the deceitful wealth, that,
when it fails, they may receive youw into aionian mansions.
—Luke 16:9, The Emphatic Diaglott.

The rich young ruler, who claimed to be an honest man,
saying he kept God’s commandments from his youth up, was
not wise and foresighted enough to follow Jesus’ advice. He
was unwilling to use his mammon or wealth to make friends
with Jesus and Jehovah God by using it in the way that Jesus
advised so as to have ‘‘treasure in heaven”. Hence, “he went
away sorrowful: for he had great possessions.” This proved
Jesus’ saying, “That a rich man shall hardly enter into the
kingdom of heaven.” (Matt. 19:16-24) The young man’s mam-
mon or wealth became specially unrighteous to him, because he
made it his god, and was unwilling to drop his love of it that
he might love God with everything that he had. However, the
repentant tax-gatherer Zacchaeus showed proper prudence and
made the right friends by the course he followed with his
mammon. W 2/15

July 2

Therefore by the deeds of the law there shall no flesh be justified
in his sight: for by the law is the knowledge of sin.—Rom. 8 : 20.

Sin was not known by the Code of Hammurabi (1792-1750
B.C.), nor by the law or commandments of Buddha, nor
by any of the codes of law of any Gentile nations to this day.
By none of these law codes is man taught his fallen condition
in God’s sight and his need of furning to Him in repentance for
salvation by his Seed of promise. But by the law of Moses the
Israelites or Jews themselves as well as the Gentile nations
were shown to be transgressors against Jebovah God. His
Word says all the world, Jews and Gentiles, are guilty before
Him. None is able to make himself righteous before God. Only
one man was ever born sinless of a woman. He is the promised
Seed of Abraham, namely, Jesus Christ. It was because he
was conceived by a sinless, perfect Father, Jehovah. W 5/15



July 8

My Father, who hath given them unto me, is greater than all.
—John 10:29, A.S.V.

The Father’s superior greatness over all others included being
greater than his Son, and Jesus said so in these unmistakable
words to his disciples: “If ye loved me, ye would rejoice, be-
cause I said I go unto the Father: for my Father is greater
than 1.” (14:28) When Jesus thus said his Father was greater
than the Son, he was not referring to his flesh. He was refer-
ring to himsclf as an individual, even before he came to this
earth and was made man. Did not Jesus repeatedly say God
the Father sent him and that the Sender is greater than he
that is sent? Yes; and when God sent the Son, the Son was
still in heaven and not yet a man of flesh and blood. God sent
him, not from Bethlehem or from Nazareth as a man, but down
from heaven as his Son. In thus sending Jesus from heaven,
God showed he is greater than the Son whom he sent. W 3/1

July 4
He will raise a signal to the nations.—Isa. 11: 12, A.A.T.

When Jehovah God at Isaiah 62:10 commands a highway
to be cast up, the stones of stumbling to be gathered out, and
a signal (or nehs) to be lifted up for the people, we should
not draw a wrong picture in our minds. We should not think
of something like a flag, banner, standard or ensign of today
being carried by a standard-bearer or color-bearer at the head
of a marching column, and all of these marching people tramp-
ing along over the banked-up, stone-free highway to wherever
the standard-bearer leads them. The signal (or nehs) was not
carried about by some person, but was fixed and stationary;
set up, not in the middle of a highway, but upon a lofty height.
Rather than the people’s following along after it to some des-
tination to which the signal was carried, the stationary signal
on the hill was the thing to which the people assembled them-
selves from all directions. The highway was really cast up to
lead to it. W 1/15

July §

Now the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing.
—Rom. 15:13.

Jehovah is the “God of hope”. To this day, since the birth
of the first human child, mankind has by its own efforts been
unable to escape ‘“‘vanity”, that is, human frailty, corruption,
and leanings to perverseness, foolishness and empty unprofit-
ableness. By letting human creatures be born under such con-
ditions Jehovah was subjecting all human ecreation to such
‘“vanity” without our willing it. But why? Was not this an
injustice to us all, tantalizing us with a brief taste of exist-
ence under such vain conditions? Not at all! It was an un-
speakable mercy to us all. God did not instantly destroy Adam
and Eve childless, but mercifully let the human creation be
born subject to all this “vanity” because of the precious hope
of deliverance that he set before all human creatures. We are
filled with joy and peace in believing and taking hope. W 4/15



July 6

Therefore whosoever heareth these sayings of mine, and doeth
them, I will liken him unto a wise man, which built his house
upon a rock.—Mait. 7:24.

A person with the hearing ear will not turn away his ear
after he hears from God what he must do, and then forsake
God’s service and go the way of this world because it is more
pleasing to the depraved flesh. He keeps his ear inclined toward
God that he may receive more instruction, and may know better
how to please the Lord God. He not only addresses Jehovah
God as his Lord or Master, but also obediently acts as Jehovah’s
slave, and refuses to run away from His service to seek his
own liberty. He is like that servant described in Moses’ law.
Such servant loved his master to the extent that he refused to
go free when the seventh year of legal release came around.
(Deut. 15: 12-17) Like that servant he lets his ear be bored to
indicate he is Jehovah’s willing servant for evermore. W 5/1

July 7

The holy spirit saith, To-day if ye shall hear his voice,
harden not your hearts.—Heb., 3:7,8, A8.V.

Who wrote Psalm 95, from which the above is quoted, we do
not know. Hence we cannot say that in Psalm 95 the spirit
spake by so-and-so. The main point is that the psalmist was
inspired to speak by God’s spirit, and so Paul explains it by
saying “the holy spirit saith”. The real speaker talking about
entering into rest is Jehovah God, but he used his holy spirit
to express himself through the anonymous writer of Psalm 95.
Likewise Jeremiah and Moses spoke and acted under the power
of the holy spirit, and so Paul gives the credit for their prophe-
cies to the spirit, and not to the men. (Heb. 10: 15-17 and 9: 8)
The spirit proceeded forth from Jehovah God. It was beamed
down upon Moses and Jeremiah. This made it, in reality,
Jehovah God that was prophesying. Under no circumstances do
Paul’s words about the spirit uphold a “trinity”. W 6/1

July 8

These . . . speak evil of dignities. Woe unto them! for they
have gone in the way of Cain.—Jude 8, 11.

God dignified Abel with the acceptance of his sacrifice. He
instructed Cain to procure a like sacrifice as a sin-offering.
Cain grew envious. He did not respect the dignity bestowed upon
Abel and follow his example and seek honor from God. He
hated the dignity upon his brother and thought injuriously of
him. Then he murdered him, “because his own works were evil,
and his brother’s righteous.” (1 John 3:12) These animalistic
religionists are like Cain in hating the faithful witnesses whom
Jehovah has dignified with his service and in speakiné abusively
about them. Thev are murderers because of having Cain’s atti-
tude: “whosoever hateth his brother is a murderer.,” (1 John
3:15) Cain was cursed; there is no eternal life for him, and
his offspring were wiped out by the Flood. Hence, woe to those
%;day who have gone in the way of Cain! Do not follow them.

8/1



July 9

But having food and covering we shall be therewith content.
—1 Tim. 6:8, A.8.V.

Certainly with food, clothing and shelter we should be con-
tent. That is all we are promised as God’s servants. We brought
nothing into the world when we were born. Why, then, make a
fuss about what someone else has? If we can help other people
out with food and clothing, that is an aid to them in God’s serv-
ice. But we should not feel that anybody is obligated to us to
feed and clothe us in our need. If they want to help us, that is a
good thing if it is with benefit to the Lord’s service. The point
ls, As Ioni a8 we have food and covering we should be content,

ecause, esides such things, we have something far more

precious than food and clothing. That is _the message of God’s
kingdom. The great thing for us in the Lord’s organization is
to have a knowledge of his Word and to minister it to others
and be content. W 8/1&

July 10
Touch not the unclean thing.—2 Cor. 6: 17.

What time have Jehovah’'s witnesses for dabbling in political
campaigns and battles, or in trying to influence secular govern-
ments as to what course of action to take in the present-day
struggle for world domination? Their commission to preach
takes the best of their time, and their devotion to the principles
of truth and integrity and uncorruptedness grips them all their
time. They fully know and are persuaded that the only way for
peace and perfect happiness to be brought to the human fam-
ily is by man’s accepting Jehovah God as the Supreme One of
the universe and also acc é)tmg his Son, his chief witness, as
the Ransomer of man and as the rightful King of the new
world. Jehovah has made the provisions for man to get life
through his Son. Jehovah is the real Life-giver, and all men
that hope to have life in the “world without end” will have to
abide by his provisions and accept him as God and his Son
as the Redeemer and King. W 1/1

July 11

Gain the salvation that comes through Christ Jesus and
brings eternal glory.—2 Tim. 2:10, A.A.T.

Satan the Devil has all this world under his control. But to
satisfy himself he desperately seeks to bring about the destruc-
tion of those who have repentantly forsaken this world and
devoted themselves to God through faith in his promised Seed.
Knowing Satans wiliness and wwked designs, Jehovah in His
wmtten ‘Word gives repcated warnings to those who have started
in salvation’s way. By religious and political agents Satan tries
to destroy our faith in Jehovah God’s way of salvation through
Jesus Christ our Lord and King. Through his servant Jude,
God warns us that it is possible for those who have experienced
the opening features of salvation to be overreached by Satan's
religious, political agents and to desert God and Christ, and
that the penalty for such desertion will be destruction at God's
hands.—Jude 5. W 4/1



July 12

What have I to do to judge them also that are without?
do not ye judge them that are withinf—I1 Cor. §: 12.

By no means can God’s true ministers of his gospel under-
take to act as the custodians of the morals of the state or of
the public community. We cannot by making laws give people
an injection of rightcousness and morality. Why, the true min-
isters of God’s Word cannot even force the gospel of salva-
tion upon anyone; and it is only through that gospel that any
person attains to real righteousness and morality in God’s
sight. How, then, can Christendom’s ministers of religion hope
to regulate the morality of the political state and to legislate
uprightness into the people that do not accept and obey the
gospel of Goc in Christ. They cannot. Jehovah’s witnesses are
well instructed in that gospel. They do not let themselves be
fooled into joining the religious clergy in_that futile effort
which does not have God’s approval or backing. Only his king-
dom will bring in a new, moral world. W 3/15

July 13

If any man see ms brother sinning a sin not unto death,
he shall ask, and God will give him life for them that sin not
unto death.—1 John 5: 16, A.8.V.

The apostle John defines sin, saying, “All unrighteousness
is sin,” and yet he adds, “There is a sin not unto death.”
(5:17) Sin is sin, but there are different gualities or aspects
about sin. For instance, Romans 6:23 says: “The wages of
sin is death,” and how, then, can there be a ‘sin not unto
death”? In this way: If the sinner does not sin willfully, but
repents of his sin and turns to God for the benefit of Christ’s
atoning sacrifice, his sin can be forgiven. He can be spared,
redeemed, delivered from the death which the sin would other-
wise bring upon him as the penalty. Despite this, we should not
take sin lightly, because really there is a “sin unto death”, and
the prayers of others for persons that commit this sin will do no
good for them. W 6/15

July 14

Bodily exercise_profiteth little: but godliness is_profitable unto
all things, having promzselo‘];‘ the lfe . . . which is to come.
—1 Tim. }:

.

Contrary to the popular form of worldliness, Paul gave no
instructions to Timothy as overseer to build gymnasiums along-
side of Christian meeting-places and to establish organizations
with training and exercises to keep the physical bodies of the
mature and aging Christians in good health, Paul was not
shortsighted spiritually. He did not narrow his view down to
our brief life in this unhealthy world. He looked to the eternal
future also, as of more importance. He admitted honestly that
bodily exercises were of some physical value, but just a little,
for a little while at most. But such physical training does not
throw off the condemnation of death. It does not stop the dying
processes in the men exercising and training. Such training is
only of some small service to men. W 9/1



July 15
Stir up the gift of God, which is in thee—2 Tim. 1:6.

We today must not expect the spirit of God to do it all,
while we lazily negleet talents and abilities and limply show no
initiative and make no plans. The thing to do is to lend our-
selves energetically to the work, purposefully exerting our abil-
ities to the full for the work’s sake. Let us stir up our gifts,
such as we have. If we have been appointed to a job or if an
invitation to share in a work has been accorded us, then let
us give it our best, whether that requires advance study, train-
ing, practice, rehearsing, or other preparation. Enter into the
work with faith, with love for it, with self-discipline, Make
the effort to please God in the gift of service. Then his spirit
may confidently be expected to work invisibly with us and make
up for what we lack, or improve what we have. It will work
with our powers already possessed, but we must put forth the
effort first, must bestir ourselves mentally and physically and
get alive to the work. W 9/15

July 16

Attend to the ministry you have received in the Lord;
see that you fulfil it.—Col. 4: 17, Moffatt.

As in Jesus’ case, God pays no money salary now to any one
to be his minister. True, he promises faithfully to provide for
them, and he does so; and they have the right to pray him,
“Give us this day our daily bread.” But nowhere in all his
Word does he promise his true servants wealth and worldly
honors and positions. The challenging accusation of Satan for-
bids that. True, also, a person while actively serving as God’s
minister may have an earthly occupation bringing in some ma-
terial returns. But that is merely a side-line, an honorable avo-
cation, for him. His main obligation, his true calling and voca-
tion, is that of being a minister to teach and preach the truths
and principles of Christianity both privately and publicly, and to
do so regularly. This he must attend to if he has consecrated to
God. W 10/15

July 17

In my Father's house are many dwellings; but if not, I would
have told you; because I am going to prepare a place for you.
—John 1}:2, The BEmphatic Diaglott.

After his resurrection from the dead Jesus went to heaven,
and his promise of a heavenly dwelling-place belongs, not to
mankind in general, but strictly to the “little flock” of his
genuine, faithful followers. They were the little ones to whom
he said: “Fear not, little flock; for it is your Father’s good
pleasure to give you the kingdom,” (Luke 12:32) To gain
entrance into the abode of the heavenly kingdom, Jesus’ faith-
ful disciples must undergo a change at the time of their resur-
rection out of death, a change from human personality to
gpiritual personality, such as Jesus underwent at the moment
of his resurrection. Their being clothed upon then with in-
corruption and immortality makes it sure that these victorious
Christians will be able to occupy their new bome in heaven for
all time without change.—1 Pet. 8:18; 1 Cor. 15: 47-53. W 2/15



July 18

Come, ye blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared
for you from the foundation of the world—Matt, 25: 34.

Because the life of the Lamb of God was poured out in
death for the good of all mankind, the foundation of a righteous
new world was laid in him, Today there is a multitude of per-
sons who are sheeplike and who do good to the faithful rem-
nant of Christ’s brethren; and when the great tribulation is
over, he in his Kingdom glory will say the above words to this
earthly class of sheep. The Kingdom’s blessings were prepared
for them from the world's foundation because the Lamb of
God died not only for “his body, which is the church”, but also
for all others of mankind that should believe on his sacrifice
as a sin-offering and devote themselves to God through him.
In harmony with this John wrote to the church, the body of
Christ : “He is the propltmtlon for our sins: and not for ours
only, but also for the sins of the whole world.” W 2/1

July 19

And they, whether they will hear, or whether they will forbear,
. . . yet shall know that thcﬁe Ilacatg b5cen a prophet among them.
—Eze :

The foolish persons will refuse to hear; and as to what further
to do about them the proverb says: “Spcak not in the ears of
a fool: for he will despise the wisdom of thy words.” (Prov.
23:9) So, when a person shows himself to be a fool or goat
and willfully forbeurs to hear, we waste no time with him
but pass on to find the sheep with hearing ears. Eventually
those forbearing to hear must and will be made to know and
realize that a prophet, Jehovah’s company of preachers with
the true message of salvation, has been among them, so that
they are without excuse and Jehovah God is vindicated as
blameless and free from neglect. By lovingly obeying the divine
command to go on out and preach we cause many hitherto
deaf ears to hear. But really Jehovah is the opcner of their
deaf ears, for he sends us and equips us with his message. W 5/1

July 20

But now, O Jehovah, thou art our Father; we are the clay,
and thou our potter, and 123‘ all are TEhe work of thy hand.
—Isa.

The times of the Gentiles have mdeed run out, but we as
Christians and witnesses of Jehovah will take no subversive
action to overthrow any of these nations. Such action would
never hasten the coming of the great day of God Almighty.
So we humble ourselves under his mighty hand, and yield
all to him as the great Potter who makes and who breaks.
We are grateful he has not broken us but has spared us since
1918 and has committed to us the precious treasure of his min-
istry in our carthern vessels. (2 Cor. 4:7) If Almighty God
continues to let the nations remain and rage against him, we
are content. We find no fault. In fact, we are thankful for it.
We know it has meant our own salvation and will mean further
the salvation of countless others. W 12/1



July 21
He that hath the bride is the bridegroom: but the friend of

the bridegroom . . . rejoiceth.—John 8:29.

Jehovah has prepared a great joy for heaven and earth. It
is like the joy that overflows at the marriage of a dear son
to his bride. No creature can know Jehovah’s depth of joy when
he unites his chief Son, his first born, with the beloved bride he
provides for this Son. Yet all in heaven and earth who are
friends of God and of the marriage principals will rejoice at
the delightsome event in heaven. Remember that Jehovah's
woman is not a woman of flesh and blood, but is his holy
organization of devoted servants throughout the universe, over
all of whom he is the Head. Likewise, the wife that he creates
for his beloved Son is an organization, a “new creation™, com-
posed of the faithful number of Jesus’ footstep followers. The
consummation of their marriage is in the time of the kingdom
of Jehovah God Almighty. That time, marked by this joyous
event, is here! Let us all rejoice! W 11/1

July 22
The last Adam was made a quickening spirit.—1 Cor, 15: 45.

The “first Adam” died within a thousand-year “day”, after
begetting the human race in sin and decath. The “last Adam”,
Christ the Lord, also has his “day” of a thousand years, in
which he reigns, but he becomes ‘‘the Everlasting Father” to
all that obey him as King. “He must reign, till he hath put all
enemies under his fect. The last enemy that shall be destroyed
is death,” the death that the “first Adam’” brought upon man-
kind. Under Satan and his demons the 2,520 years of Gentile
domination of the earth have brought mankind to their pres-
ent woeful state, and have been a curse. But not so Christ’s
continuous reign of a thousand years. He and his 144,000 will
make up the “new heavens” which God promised to establish
to displace the Satanic heavens and to pour down righteous-
ness upon obedient mankind, “We, according to his promise,
look for new heavens and a new earth.”—2 Pet. 3:13. W 10/1

July 23

A free man who is called is a slave of Christ.
—1 Cor. 7:22, Moffatt.

To what have these Christian slaves been called? To a posi-
tion higher and freer than that of the freest citizen of this
world, freer than the greatest slaveholder or employer of the
greatest number of industrial workers. So they have something
of which to conduct themselves worthy: “that ye would walk
worthy of God, who hath called you unto his kingdom and
glory.” (1 Thess. 2:12) Slaves now of Jesus Christ, but also
called by God to the glorious kingdom of his Son in heaven!
This ordering of matters illustrates the wise rule of humility
before glory., As Jesus said: “Whoever wants to hold the first

lace among you must be your slave.” (Matt. 20:27, A.A.T.)

hat a wonderful salvation is in store for these Christian
slaves if they walk worthy of it to the end by loyally serving
their Master to the death, despite having to bear all the re-
proaches that came upon him also! W 7/15



July 24
Jesus came into the world to save sinners.—1 Tim, 1:15.

When on earth Jesus did not shun sinners. No, he companied
with them so as to do them good. Had he wanted to avoid asso-
ciation with sinners, he would not have come to earth in the
first place to be made in the likencss of men who were then
of sinful flesh. He would have remained in heaven with God
his holy IMather. How, then, would God’s purpose respecting the
Seed of Abraham for blessing all nations have been fulfilled?
So, like a great physician he came and visited the human fam-
ily in their sick condition so as to provide the remedy and heal
them. Being touched by fallen men did not soil him, as reli-
gious Pharisces thought it would do in their own cases. In
just the opposite way, when the diseased and afflicted touched
him with faith in his power, virtue went out from him and
healed them. Therefore today, with confident faith, men may
approach him for relief from sin. W 5/15

July 25

The spirit of truth . . . shall not speak of himself; but what-
soever he shall hear, that shall he spcak: and he will shew
you things to come.—John 16: 13.

On the day of Pentecost “the sgpirit gave them utterance”, to
speak foreign languages. (Acts 2:4) Through Jesus Christ at
his right hand God poured out his spirit upon the disciples. He
radioed it down upon them, so causing them to utter speech in
foreign phrase, just as a radio transmitting station can make
loud-speakers of radio sets produce speech, music and sounds
when such sets are tuned in on the radio station miles off.
Whatever the electrical energies or impulses pick up at the
radio station, or, so to speak, whatever they-heer at the sta-
tion, they send out to radio recciving sets, causing such to
speak accordingly. In like manner, whatever the spirit of God
hears it speaks to the disciples. Then these upon whom the
spirit operates speak the things the spirit has heard or picked
up from God. W 6/1

July 26

These are they who are hidden rocks in your love-feasts
when they feast with you—Jude 12, A.8.V.

Like jagged rocks hidden under water that rip vessels or
swimmers unsuspectedly, the Devil’s agents who sneak in make
a showy pretense of love for the brethren to cover their seclfish,
unclean motives. They used to frequent the love-feasts in Jude's
day and to mix in with God’s people and partake of their feast.
Today we have conventions of Jehovah’s witnesses of an inter-
national, national, district and circuit kind. These allow for the
brethren to sit down to a spiritual table primarily to hear God’s
Word and service discussed and to do his will unitedly. These
are far more effective and upbuilding than the old-time love-
feasts. Yet, even at these profitable gatherings the Devil tries
to infiltrate some of his servants of evil design, to catch unstable
souls off guard. It is best to watch on all occasions, W 8/1



dJuly 27
With the mouth confession is made unto salvation.—Rom, 10: 10.

All over the earth Almighty God has organized his people
for the ministry. Those already engaged in it are encouraging
and helping others into it, because to confess God and Christ
by sharing in the ministry means life to the minister and his
hearers. These thousands upon thousands of consecrated people
of God are being helped to make the Christian ministry their
real life’s vocation. Then their secular businesses and activities
that they have to carry on become just the secondary operation
of their life. If we appreciate God’s kingdom as the most im-
portant thing in the universe, how could we make bcing its
ambassador and proclaimer secondary to our less important,
selfish, personal occupations for material gain? We can not
do so. If we consecrate to obey God with Christlike obedience,
then we can not sidestep it: we are sent to do the Lord’s
witness work. W 8/15

July 28

Those who have Christian believers as their masters must not
take liberties with them because they are brothers; they must
be all the better servants because those who get the good of
their service are believers and beloved.—1 Tim. 6:2, Moffait.

Render all the better service if now the one getting the benefit
of our good workmanship is a believer and so a beloved brother.
Love of our Christian brother and neighbor is shown by not
taking advantage of his Christlike mildness and rendering less
service than that for which the job pays us. It is our employer
that gets the advantage of our good work, and if he is now a
Christian brother we should be all the more eager to deliver
good service. In fact, the whole organization or enterprise
benefits by our good service; and this means improved returns
for us indirectly. Neither our godliness nor that of others is to
be used as a way of making selfish gain, W 9/1

July 29

All the women whose heart stirred them up in wisdom spun
the goats’ hair—Hx. 35:26, AS.V.

Not only the men had a part in preparing things for the
tabernacle, but also the women. They were not called to do the
work ordinarily performed by men, but the privilege of taber-
nacle service that God mecasured out to them was according to
what womenfolk might customarily or suitably do. Yet it re-
quired special skill and deserved the superior use of their talents,
and there is where God’s spirit could be expected to come to
their aid. And it did. The hearts of the women stirred them
up to do the spinning. Also God’s spirit stirred up the generos-
ity of his people. So sufficient supplies were provided for the
construction project, and all the needed workers having talents
were provided. All through their activities God’s spirit pro-
moted and assisted the abilities of the workers. So, when the
tabernacle was at last completed and set up, it testified to
God’s spirit upon his people. W 9/15



July 80

Unto them on the one hand who by way of endurence in _good
work are seeking glory, honour and incorruption, life age-adiding.
—Rom. 2:7%, Rotherham.

Our Lord Jesus Christ does not remain alone in possessing
the prize of immortality from his heavenly Father. The prize
of immortality is held before his body of faithful followers, his
“bride”. Not even faithful Christians possess immortality on
earth, If they did, they could not die, “faithful unto death.”
After proving their faithfulness to death these genuine followers
of Christ enter into immortality and incorruptibility with him
in heaven only at his second coming, when Jehovah God sets
i? the Kingdom with him in the throne. At that time the

ing Christ Jesus raises his faithful followers from the dead.
Thus it is only by a resurrection from death to life as spirit
creatures that these faithful ones enter into immortality,
clothed upon with incorruptibility. W 11/15

July 31

The Bon of Man has authoriiy to Jorgive sing on earth.
—Mark 2: 10, A.A.T.

Jesus has authority to forgive sins in a fuller measure now
since he has sacrificed his human life and has ascended back
to heaven and has appeared in God’'s presence there to present
the redemptive value or merit of his human sacrifice. When
on earth he made people well whose sins he forgave. He said it
is just as easy to heal sickness as to say, “Your sins are for-

iven.” Just so now when forgiving the believers their sins
rom heaven, he could make them perfect in flesh at once ac-
cording to their forgiven condition and their sincere desire for
righteousness. But he does not do so, because those whom God
accepts at his High Priest’s hands for membership in the
true Christian congregation are given an imputation of right-
eousness through Christ’s righteousness, because of their faith.
On such grounds they can lay down their life in God’s service
in imitation of Christ. W §/15

August 1

Consider that the long-suffering of aur Lord means salvation.
—2 Pet. 8: 15, Moffait.

No, we will not take the shortsighted human viewpoint and
say God is slow. He is long-suffering for our sake, not wishing
any to perish, but all to come to repentance. For those who
sincerely repent by turning from this doomed world and taking
up the pure worship of God and service of his King this re-
pentance leads to salvation. The remnant must yet make their
calling and election sure, but, in fact, all of Jehovah’s witnesses
today must abide in the saved condition into which they are
brought, and in that condition they must seek to help others
to salvation. We understand the purpose of God in not yet
having brought on the great day like a thief when the gresent
wicked heavens and earth of Satan’s organization will be con-
sumed as by fire. We accept Peter's counsel and “look upon
our Lord’s patience as salvation”.—A.A.7. W 12/1



August 2

Live upright lives among the heathen, . . , even if they charge
you with being evildoers.~—1 Pet. 2:12, A.A.T.

Because Jehovah’s witnesses do not violate their consciences
or disobey God’s law, the earthly governments have cast them
off as a peculiar people, not orthodox, hard to deal with. Yet,
all in all, they observe that they are honest, upright people,
persons of good habits and easy for their neighbors to get
along with. However, this being honest, upright, and loving
one’s neighbors as oneself does not suit the rabble-rousers of
the world. Preaching peace and prosperity under God’s king-
dom is not supporting or being part of a political or religious
organization. ‘If these people are left alone,” they say, ‘the
whole world will be following them.’” The rulers of the nations
then say, ‘Stop their talk!” They are not subversive, but in
every nation Jehovah’s witnesses are juggled around to suit
their oppressors. The point in common is, Annihilate Jehovah’s
witnesses; get rid of them. W 1/1

August 8
Behold, thy King cometh.—~John 12:15.

The King Christ Jesus is the foretold One respecting whom
Jehovah has had proclaimed to the end of the earth, for the
benefit of the daughter of Zion, “Behold, thy salvation cometh;
behold, his reward is with him, and his work befare him.” (Isa.
62:11) He is the One bringing salvation from Jehovah for all
those giving faith and loyalty to him. He is the Signal lifted
up for the peoples, and on this account Jehovah has the proc-
lamation made to the very ends of the earth that all peoples
may hear and all meek, belicving ones may gather to the
Signal which stands up on top of Zion, the established kingdom
of God. He is the Signal for all such to draw near and unitedly
take their stand on the side of the kingdom of God by Christ.
The raising of the fixed Sign or Signal marks the beginning
of a great gathering of people from all over earth to the
support of the kingdom. W 1/15

August 4
I and the Father are one.—John 10: 30, Douay.

Jesus did not say he and his Father are one God, so as to
make one God in two persons. In all the parable of the sheep
Jesus was not arguing in support of such a thing, He was
rather illustrating that his heavenly Father and he have a like-
ness of occupation, they have common interests and concerns,
and they have one purpose, Jesus’ purpose being blended in
with that of his Father. He informs us that the Father gave
him the sheep and hence Jehovah is the Great Shepherd. Jesus
was “the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the
world”, as John the Baptist called him. Jehovah was there-
fore a Shepherd even to Jesus, and a shepherd is greater than
his sheep. Jehovah let Jesus be “brought as a lamb to the
slaughter’”, where he was dumb without complaint, just like
a “gheep before her shearers”. (John 1:29; Isa. 63:7) So, at
Psalm 23:1, the shepherd-psalmist in reality spoke for Jesus,
when he said: “Jehovah is my shepherd.”—A.8.V. 3/1



August §

Jesus of Nazareth . .. was a grophet mighty in deed and word
efore God and all the people—Luke 24: 19.

It would have been contrary to God’s law through Moses for
Jesus and his apostles to adopt the holy official garments of
Israel’s high priest, underpriests and Levites. Without even a
prophet’s rough hairy garment, but in the ordinary dress of the
common pcople, Jesus carried out his ministry as Jechovah’'s
high priest, prophet and witness. When he died on the tree as
our ransom sacrifice, his garments over which the Roman sol-
diers cast lots did not include any long robe or collar buttoning
to the rear or vest zipping up the back., His ministerial capacity
was proved, not by man-made titles nor by Levite or prophet-
ical garb, but by his preaching, his deeds, his constancy in God’s
service, his keeping integrity till death. The ministerial office of
Jehovah’s witnesses today is proved in the same Christlike
way. W 10/15

August 6
In your patience possess ye your souls—Luke 21:19.

Souls here refers to the future life in the new world. We
must yet acquire this future life, or soul, and the way to
gain possession of it is to prove worthy of it by our patient
endurance in God’s service regardless of the hatred and perse-
cution by all men and nations. This is what Jesus meant in the
prophecy on the end of the world when he said: “Ye shall be
hated of all men for my name’s sake: but he that shall endure
unto the end, the same shall be saved.” (Mark 13:13) We
must maintain our faith to the end of our trial in this world;
we must hold on to our faithfulness to God to the finish of our
testing, if we would make sure of our salvation. (1 Pet. 1:9)
If we now hope to see the final end of this corrupt world of
Satan in the approaching battle of Armageddon we must en-
dure down to its end in order to prove worthy to be carried
alive through the battle into the righteous new world that
follows. W 4/1

August 7

Bow down thine ear, and hear the words of the wise, and apply

thine heart unto my knowledge. For it is a pleasant thing if

thou keep them within thee; they shall withal be fitted in thy
lips.—Prov. 22: 17, 18.

The good and honest heart that receives the message must
bring forth fruit, and that fruitage can be attained only by
preaching. The message of salvation that encounters a hearer
must go from the ears to the heart and then to the lips. This
circuit of movement is shown in the proverb above. Thus the
words of the message of salvation must be established upon the
lips of the hearer, that he may speak them repeatedly, upon
every proper occasion. Preach, preach, preach, says God’s Word
to us_hearers. (Matt. 10:27,28) It is wise for the hearer to
preach. Repeating deepens the impression within him of what
he has heard. In that manner the hearer does not let slip away
the things heard and thereby come in for punishment. W 5/1



August 8

The gospel: whereof I was made a mmwter, according to the
gift of the grace of God.—Hph. 3:6,7

The religious clergy of Christendom’s hundreds of denomina-
tions disclaim Jehovah’s witnesses and loudly proclaim that
these were not ordained by them and have no recognized stand-
ing with them. That is good! That is Scriptural; for the gen-
uine ministers are not made by men or rehglous clergy. That
was what the apostle Paul claimed as true in regard to him-
self. The gospel of which he was a minister was not according
to man, and he did not get it of man, but was taught it by the
revelation of Jesus Christ. (Gal. 1: 11- 17) He ministered this
pure gospel of salvation. By dolng so he served as Christ’s
instrument in the work of reconciling other persons to Jehovah
God. (2 Cor. 5:18) All this service aided the believers into
membership in the church, Christ’s body; so that the apostle
spoke of himself as a servant of the church, saying: “The
church : whereof I am made a minister.” 3/15

August 9
On some have mercy, who are in doudbt.—Jude 22, A.8.V.

If we keep ourselves in God’s love, we may look for mercy
to be multiplied to us. God will extend this to us through our
Lord Jesus Christ. We continually need it, for we are still in
the imperfect flesh. This continuance of his mercy to us means
everlasting life in the end, for through it we are forgiven our
sins and restored to divine favor. We ourselves expect further
merey. So we must be merciful to others whose eternal life is
at stake. Persons of evil design slip in among God’s people and
try to make some of us unsteady, uncertain and full of doubts
as to whether this is the truth, the Lord’s work, the Lord’s or-
ganization. Jude says to pity and have mercy on those who
have been made to waver and doubt. Patiently seek to build
them up again in the faith once delivered to the saints. We
must act quickly, now that we are in the day when judgment
begins at the house of God. W 8/1

August 10

Nevertheless when the Son of man cometh, shall he find faith
on the earth?—Luke 18- 8.

Not_any more faith than in the days of Noah before the
flood. If we consider the sore persecution that has come upon
the upholders of true, unadulterated faith since A.D. 1914,
this is a time of struggle and testing. To mark this as a time
of special proving of our adherence to the true faith, Revela-
tion, chapter 13, describes the Devil’s visible organization as a
wild beast and says: “Whoever is destined for captivity, to
captivity he goes: whoever kills with the sword, by the sword
must he be killed. This is what shows the patience and the
faith of the saints.” (Rev. 13:10, Moffatt) Now the “other
sheep” as well as the remnant must show good endurance and
unbreakable adherence to the faith once for all delivered to the
saints. As we cling together in the Lord, we strengthen and
uphold one another to do so. Beholding our steadfastness, others
take courage to adopt this faith and the number of *sheep”
goes on increasing. W 7/15



August 11

We know that anyone who is born of God does not sin; He
who was born of God preserves him, and the evil One never
catches him.—1 John 5: 18, Moffait.

If we do not pursue a course of sin for the pleasure of it,
but seek to do righteousness, God will keep us. The wicked one,
Satan the Devil, will not be able to catch firm hold of us, though
often he assault us and put temptation before us, All the
world is already lying in tﬁ powerful grip of the wicked one,
but we are of God and abiding in him. For this reason the
wicked one would hke to catch unbreakable hold of us by in-
ducing us to turn from God’s light and goodness and willfully
take up the self-indulgent practice of sin. That would mean sin
to the second death. “There is a sin unto death.” (5:16) Our
determined choice is to advance steadxly in truth and right-
eousness to glorious perfection. W 6/15

August 12

The things that thou hast heard of me among many witnesses,
the same commit thou to faithful men, who shall be able to
teach others also —2 Tim. 2:2

Before this “time of the end” began, one of our main objec-
tives was to teach others that they might ecarry on in our
stead after we had finished our earthly course. But now our
teaching others is not merely to have others succeed us as
teachers and preachers after our death. It is to help others
become God’s ministers now, that they may by God's mercy
live through this “time of the end”, survive the destruction of
this world at Armageddon and keep on ministering to God
forever in the righteous new world to follow, without a break
in their ministry. The Scriptures show the organization of
Jehovah’s witnesses is a society of ministers that teaches oth-
ers to be His ministers of the gospel. Only his ministers have
any hope of surviving Armageddon. Remember Noah and the
flood. W 10/15

August 13

It is not everyone who can accept that, but only those who
have a special gift—Matt. 19: 11, T,

To retain his hold on the gift of singleness, Paul absorbed
himself in God’s work. He did not say, ‘I’d like to have the
gift,” but at the same time weaken the force of his wish by
interesting himself in a particular one of the opposite sex and
cultivate close intimacy with that one. No; he went after what
he set before him, the gift, and he accepted all the self-denials
and things required for enjoying it. He made room for it in his
thoughts, plans and arrangements for the future. It is a prac-
ticable thing, and he went after it in a practical way, honest
with himself. The gift was accordingly given him. In view of
his gift, so many responsibilities were laid upon him by the
Lord that he had no time for considering marriage. He real-
ized he could not have measured up to his responsibilities if
he had constant care of a wife. W 9/15



August 14

Thy money perish with thee, because thou hast thought that
the gift of God may be purchased with money.~Acts 8:20.

Simon Magus was not wise enough to see that handing over
money to buy something for a selfish purpose could not be
acceptable to God or be an act of friendship. Using money
without a loving service to God along with it could never buy
God as Friend so that God would give special powers and
position in this life. We can not enrich God by giving him
what is_already his own. (Hag. 2:8) What he wants is our
love and devotion. By applying our money in his service in the
way he prescribes we show our love for him and hence such
use of money is different from Simon’s use. Not by showing
selfishness in trying to get something from him for ourselves
by money; but by showing loving appreciation and devotion to
God in the employment of our material wealth, even be it by
a widow’s mite, in this unselfish way do we show ourselves
friendly to Jehovah God and Christ Jesus and thus make
friends with them. W 2/15

August 15
A hope which never disappoints us.—Rom. 5:5, Moffatt.

By the hope set before them in God's revealed Word the
“great multitude” of “other sheep” kmow what to look for,
and they are overjoyed and sustained by the vivid hope of
eternal life on earth under God’s kingdom. In 1935 through
Jesus Christ he revealed to all his consecrated ones on earth
that the “great multitude” of Revelation, chapter 7, is a
human class with an earthly eternity ahead of them under
the kingdom of Jesus Christ with his 144,000. This flash of
truth cast clearer brightness upon the earthly hope for this
multitude of consecrated servants of God and Christ. These
hailed it with joy as the hope that Jehovah God set before
them for their comfort, joy and Sustaining strength. Theirs
is a hope from God’s Word, illuminated by the revealing power
of his spirit. It is their valid hope. With good reason they hold
it fast, in expectation of fully realizing it in His time. W 4}/15

August 16

The holy s;n'rit said, Separate me- Barnebes and Saul for

the work whereunto I have called them. Then . . . they sent

them away. So they, being sent forth by the holy spirit, went.
—Acts 13:2-4, A.S.V.

Just what personal agency the holy spirit used here to give
orders respecting Paul and Barnabas is not stated. It may have
been an angel from heaven, as when sending three men from
the centurion Cornelius to the apostle Peter; or it may have
been a prophet of the Antioch congregation. The prophet
Agabus could have spoken under the power of the holy spirit,
for we read: “There stood up one of them named Agabus, and
signified by the spirit that there should be great dearth through-
out all the world.” (Acts 11:27,28) Consequently, since the
orders to send out Paul and Barnabas as missionaries were
given under the power of God’s holy spirit, these two men were,
indeed, sent forth by the holy spirit, though the spirit is not
a person, W 6/1



August 17
Oh worship Jehoveh in holy array—Ps. 96:9, A.8.V.

We cannot give Jehovah God too much direct worship in this
world. His worship is to our advantage. The more we properly
worship him according to truth and with the help of his spirit,
the more our interest grows in vindicating his universal sov-
ereignty, name and Word. The more, too, we are training our
minds in the right direction. As we expand our ministry of
worship we find our love for our neighbors deepemng, for
more of them. We get in touch with more of such “other sheep”,
we gain many more friends, Christian brethren, people for whom
we can show Iove, people we can help and train in God’s
true worship, in which we are already engaged, Ah, yes, we
can help these dear ones to gain life, getting into the same
righteous way into which we have been brought by others’
ministry. Can getting uncertain material riches compare with
the rewards attending our efforts at gathering together the
Lord’s “other sheep”? No, indeed! W 8/15

August 18
And the spirit and the bride say, Come.—Rev. 22:17.

The spirit or active force from God acted upon holy men be-
fore Christ and they spoke and wrote as moved by it, to pro-
duce the inspired Hebrew Scriptures. God anointed Jesus with
his holy spirit, and at Pentecost A.D. 33 Jesus, having re-
turned to his heavenly Father, poured out the spirit upon his
followers. A number of apostles and disciples wrote the Greek
Seriptures by that spmt to make up our complete Bible of
today. From that spirit-produced Book the life-giving waters
of truth from the throne of God and of Christ flow out. By the
spirit we have revealed to us the Kingdom news for this time
of the end. It brings increase of knowledge and a grasp of things
never before seen, heard or perceived by men. That same spirit
has been poured out upon the remnant in the flesh of the Bride
class, and with its help they extend the invitation to all nations
to come to the Kingdom water of life. W 10/15

August 19

And without controversy great is the mystery of godliness; he
who was manifested in the flesh, . A received up in glory
—1 Tim. 8: 16‘, K.V.

Despite the refusal of most natural Jews to receive him as
the Greater Moses, Jesus proved his godliness by remaining
loyally devoted to his Superior, his Sender. Down_to his death
he carried out the earthly mission upon which he was sent.
In his earthly life in the flesh he found godliness to be the way
of gaining his heavenly Father’s approval and blessings and
all the privileges of acting as His witness and minister. But
when resurrected he found that godliness on earth had been
the means of gaining vindication in the spirit and gaining the
heavenly blessings to which this vindication had introduced
him. His godliness proved to be the most beneficial course,
both in this life and in the life to come. It was, indeed, the
means of lasting gain., It has always been such, Jesus’ gain
recommends that way of life also to us. W 9/1



August 20

Do thou increase my greatness, and turn and comfort me!
—Ps. 71: 21, A.A.T.

Jehovah has let his remnant see many a sore trial, In 1918,
at the climax of World War I, it looked like disaster for them,
one from which they would never arise. They were then un-
der oppressions and captivity by the murderous powers of this
world, so that they were like the pile of dry bones in the deep
valley that Ezekiel saw in vision after Jerusalem was destroyed
and the Jewish captives were displaced. (Ezek. 37:1-14) But
in the vision God quickened that valley of dry bones to life
again, and he did so with his faithful remnant in 1919, He
brought them up from the depths of captivity and restraint
under earthly rulers. He turned his favor again to them and
increased their greatness as his witnesses and ambassadors. He
has comforted them also by raising up at their side a great
multitude of consecrated companions of good-will, the new,
rising generation. W 12/15

August 21
Be subject unto the higher powers.—Rom. 13:1,

In obedience to the divine commands for this day, Jehovah’s
witnesses put forth every effort to push forward the principles
of truth and righteousness and to turn the minds of the people
toward the one true Deity and his gracious Word, the Bible,
This they will continue to do right on down to the final war,
the long-predicted Armageddon. Come opposition, trials, perse-
cution and other troubles from governments or their agents,
they will move ahead fearlessly and courageously, standing for
Jehovah's “King of kings”, Christ Jesus. They are one people.
They look to Jehovah God and his Son, Jesus Christ, as “The
Higher Powers” who are guiding and directing their activities.
They are not serving any man or any worldly organization.
The organization they have is a God-directed organization, or
Theocratic, and its members are interested solely in lasting
peace and good-will. W 1/1

August 22

Now all these things happencd unto them for ensamples: and
they are written for our admonition, upon whom the ends
of the world are come.—1 Cor. 10: 11.

By all evidences in this world, the antitypical Egypt, we are
at the ends of the systems of things which have marked this
world. Hence the warning examples in Scripture were written
for the admonition of us particularly. We do well to remember
that the hundreds of thousands under Moses that were saved
from Egypt included a large “mixed multitude” of non-Israelites
of good-will. On one occasion in the wilderness it was this
mixed multitude that started the Israelites to faultfinding about
the lack of flesh food, so that Jehovah provided great flocks
of quail, for a month’s supply at least. Consequently the warn-
ing of the examples recorded in Scripture is for the admoni-
tion of the present-day ‘“great multitude” of persons of good-
will as well as for the few remaining members of spiritual
Israel.—Num, 11:4. W 4/1



August 23

As an earring of gold, and an ornament of }z’ine gold, so is a
wise reprover upon an obedient ear—Prov. 25:12,

The person with understanding will not resent reproof, and
will not take offense at his reprover and avoid him with ill-
feeling. The reprover that administers the reproof from God
and according to his Word is to be valued and viewed as an
adornment to the person reproved. He is precious, and the
obedient person will appreciate the reprover as an adornment
to his ear, as a beautiful earring. So let us take God’s reproof
through his Word and his organization. For our ear to be
really a hearing ear we must honestly try to put into effect
that which we have heard. The obedient ear is the hearing
ear. Hearing does not mean merely to catch the sound of what
is said and thercafter to pay no attention to it. It means to keep
or observe the sayings heard. Because her rulers and people
refused to hear, destruction came upon Jerusalem. W §/

August 24
God . . . condemned sin in the flesh.—Rom. 8:3.

That being so, when Jehovah God created the first man from
whom we all have sprung, he created him perfect and not miss-
ing in any one of his proper human parts and qualities. More-
over, instead of appointing man from the start to an existence
of unavoidable wretchedness and misery God put Adam in the
garden of IEden; and this name Eden means delight or pleasant-
ness. All this disproves the religious lic that God could not
produce anything on this earth but wretched, miserable, im-
perfeet creatures, and that all this world of matter is just an
evil development, and the best thing for us to do is to try to
make our escape from it forever. God condemns the sin that
has come to exist in the flesh. For this reason in the world to
come he will people this earth with innocent, sinless, perfect
people. He will not approve of any other kind of population
to inhabit this earth forever. He will therefore remove the
“sin of the world”. W §/15

August 25
Thy people shall be willing~—Ps. 110: 3.

In one way or another all the consecrated ones whom God
calls into service as his witnesses have some natural abilities.
So what is needed is their willingness to put these to work in
his service. These abilities must be used as the foundation upon
which to build. They must not be left idle and neglected, but
cultivated. If we apply ourselves to using them in God’'s service
according to the instructions he gives through his organization
and Word, then they will receive development, God’s spirit act-
ing as an energizing force. The thing to do is to get started.
Get going! Take hold of the service, trusting God to direct the
course our efforts should take. In due time we shall get the
gift of the desired ability, whether it be that of prophesying
(telling forth the written prophecies), teaching, acting as an
overseer, door-to-door publisher, or other useful ability. W 9/15



August 26
These . . . speak evil of dignities.—Jude 8.

What are the dignities against which they rail, blaspheme
and speak abusively? Jude used a Greek word meaning glories,
honors, Hence he must refer to persons who hold or occupy
glories and honors. All such things come from God through his
King Jesus Christ, and properly no credit is to be given the
favored persons on earth who enjoy them. Yet they are to be
respected for it and treated and spoken of accordingly, with
chief regard for God, who says: “Them that honour me I will
honour.” (1 Sam. 2:30) God has especially honored his rem-
nant since A.D., 1918, As we read: “Arise, shine; for thy light
is come, and the glory of Jehovah is risen upon thee.” (Isa.
60:1, A.8.V.) It is a glory to shine thus for the Lord God.
The enlightened remnant, letting the glorious light shine by
proclaiming the Kingdom gospel in an organized way, are to
be respected, because God made this possible by shining his
glorious light upon them. W 8/1

August 27

The Lord i3 not slack concerning his promise, as some men
count slackness; but is longsuffering to us-t%arg, not willing

that any should perish.—2 Pet.

Why has God not wiped out the wicked world organization
before now? The reason why is, He is exercising still further
patience with the nations that he might save his ancinted rem-
nant and all the people of good-will that are to be found among
the nations. Today the remnant and all the consecrated people
of good-will associated with them number more than 260,7
active throughout the world. No, not many, in comparison
with the world Eopulation. But God’s patience and long-
suffering toward the nations with all their aggravated godless-
ness since 1918 have meant the salvation of all these hundreds
of thounsands. If this has been the gratifying result of his for-
bearance and patience up till now, what will his further ex-
tended patience mean but salvation of others? W 12/1

August 28

It shall come to pass on that day that the root of Jesse, who
will be standing as a signal to the peoples—to him will the
nations resort.—Isa. 11:10, A.A.T.

This prophecy firmly establishes it that Christ Jesus the
King is the great Signal that is lifted up for the peoples, for
he is the Son of David and the grandson of Jesse, according to
the flesh. He was even foreshadowed by King David, the direct
son of Jesse. More than a grandson or descendant of David’s
father Jesse, Christ Jesus is the root of Jesse, for the main
reason why that God-fearing man Jesse and his son David
came into existence was rooted in_the divine promise to pro-
duce Messiah or Christ. Because David was directly the son
of Jesse he was used as a type of Jesus Christ. However, in a
far more vital sense Jesus Christ is the “root of Jesse” in that
he died for Jesse and all other God-fearing faithful men. So
Jesse’s hope of living again is rooted in Christ Jesus, who
will raise him and David from the dead. W 1/15



August 29

All that dwell upon the earth shall worship him, whose names
are not written in the book of life of the Lamb slain from
the foundation of the world.—Rev. 13:8.

Jehovah God laid the foundation for a new world of endur-
ing peace and righteousness nineteen centuries ago. That sure
foundation was laid through the death of his Son, the Messiah.
For such reason the Revelation, when foretelling the political
arrangements of today for world domination, speaks of Mes-
siah as ‘“the Lamb slain from the foundation of the world”.
Persons who fail to worship him in this time of judgment
upon the nations have nothing in the Bible to indicate they
will live clear through the “great tribulation” in which this
world will end. Rather, their consignment to destruction is
foretold. Those who do worship him as the slain Lamb of
God whose death provided a sin-offering are the only ones
entitled to any hope of surviving and passing alive into the
new world,. W 2/1

August 80
It is impossible to arouse people to @ fresh repentance when
they have once for all come into the light . . . and yet have

fallen back.—Heb. 6: 4-6, A.A.T.

Back to what can the falling away of this relapser into sin
be traced? To his being unwilling to continue making due
progress in the light and bringing forth the fruit of light. He
lets selfishness crecp in little by little, and, not wanting to take
on the responsibility of greater light and have to spend him-
self further in reflecting the light, he halts. But the advancing
light does not halt with him. Neither do the faithful ones walk-
ing in the light halt. And so he gets left behind. It makes it
harder for him to catch up again, and the forward movement
of the organization without him tends to make him feel hurt
and then bitter. As he does not want his conscience to be pricked
with feelings of being responsible to God for past mercies and
favors, he finds it more comfortable for him to associate with
the world. W 6/15

August 31

The angels who abandoned their own domain, instead of preserv-
ing their proper rank, are reserved by him within the nether
gloom, in chains eternal, for the dvom of the great day.
—Jude 6, Moffatt.

We are men, made a little lower than the angels. (Ps. 8:5)
Yet, because angels are free moral agents as ourselves and
mortal, they are not free from all possibility of falling to their
destruction. Their having access to God and beholding the face
of our heavenly Father is a blessed privilege that they have,
but even from this high estate in life they can fall. What false
step led many to this terrible result? It was their departing
from the clean, holy condition in which God created them and
departing from the responsible place in his heavenly organiza-
tion to which he had assigned them. In the world before the
Flood they materialized. They wanted close fleshly associations.
So angels fell to destruction. We could do so. W 7/15



September 1

Do not neglect the gift you have, . , . Cultivate these things.
—1 Tim. 4: 14,15, A.A.T.

Timothy had a gift by the spirit of God. It was conferred
upon him for use. He must not neglect it, if he wanted to be
faithful and did not want to receive God’s grace in vain and
waste the gift. It must be applied to the work intended, yes,
be cultivated, be improved, perfected by practical use. He had
to go at the work with faith in God. If there is a work to
be done in the organization of God’s people, and if those in
authority select us to do it or encourage us to take part in it,
then we should undertake it. We must use what abilities and
knowledge we already have. We can rely upon God to help us
by his spirit. He will fulfill his prophecy and do so. Eventually,
if we earnestly persist at the assigned work with a will, his
blessing will reward us with the gift of ability for the work.
Progress will show itself. W 9/15

September 2
Ye are the light of the world—Matt. 5: 1},

All together, the Kingdom publishers constitute the “light
of the world”. If it were not for them, no light of truth about
Jehovah’s kingdom by Christ would be going out into the world
today, and it would be necessary for ‘the stones to ery out’
“The field is the world,” Jesus said; and all of us throughout
the earth, by unitedly sounding out the one message and mu-
tually supporting one another, are covering the entire field of
the world with the gospel of salvation. IBach individual, no
matter how isolated, must make a contribution of service; each
must constantly sustain his part of the work in his territory.
Each publisher shining locally, when combined with all his
fellow publishers throughout the earth, creates a great blaze
of light that is penetrating in every direction and serving no-
tice upon all nations that God has set up his kingdom by
Christ. In consequence of all this activity the great sign prov-
%%gg /t}l; end of this world is being fulfilled.—Matt. 24:14.

September 8

That men may know that thou, whose name alone is JEHOVAH,
art the most high over all the earth.—Ps, 83: 18.

The question of supremacy is here involved and must be
openly settled, because Moses said there is only one Jehovah,
not three Jehovahs. Hence, Is Jehovah supreme as the Most
High God? (Deut. 6:4) In establishing the kingdom of God
it is Jehovah that puts his Son Jesus Christ upon the throne
to reign and thereby blesses Him. This is pictured at Revela-
tion 12:5 as the catching up of the newborn man-child “up
unto God, and to his throne”, where he must rule all nations,
the eastern and western blocs thereof, with a “rod of iron”,
to dash them all to pieces at the final war of Armageddon.
His being enthroned by Jehovah God both argues and demands
that Christ Jesus be subordinate and not equal to Jehovah.
The apostle Paul states the rule: “Without all contradiction,
tvl‘;ag /vIv ich is less, is blessed by the better.”—Heb. 7: 7, Douay.



September 4

Make friends for yourselves with your ill-gotten wealth, so that
when it fails, they may take you into the eternal dwellings.
—Luke 16:9, A.A.T.

The friendships worth making are not with the unrighteous,
dishonest, or ill-gotten mammon or wealth. We cannot serve
God and mammon. The love of mammon or money is a root
of all evil. (Luke 16:13; 1 Tim. 6: 10) We cannot, therefore,
be seeking the friendship of the wealthy ones of this world, the
big landlords and the real estate concerns. We must be seek-
ing the friendship of those who can give us more than material
possessions, namely, eternal dwellings, permanent homes. Those
able to provide us with such things are Jehovah God the great
Builder of all things and Jesus Christ his Son, who said to his
disciples: “I go to prepare a place for you.” If we desire to
live in happiness for all eternity, these are the ones with whom
to make friends; and to do so we should use what mammon
or worldly wealth we have in this life. W 2/15

September 5

All our fathers were under the cloud, and all passed through

the sea; and were all baptized unto Moses . . . But with many

of them God was not well pleased: for they were overthrown
in the wilderness.—1 Cor. 10: 1-5.

Even if the Israelites did all share in common in such
mercies from God that were for their salvation, did they all
enter into the promised “land of milk and honey”? All having
once been saved from the first world power, Egypt, were they
all saved even as far as the Promised Land? Paul knew the
Scriptural answer. He took the warning to himself and drew
it to the notice of his brethren, lest, for lack of self-control,
they fall to the same temptations as those Israelites did and
in that way ruin their chance of eternal salvation. Paul writes:
“I buffet my body, and bring it into bondage: lest by any
means, after that I have preached to others, I myself should
be rcjected.””—1 Cor. 9: 27, 4m. Stan. Ver. W 4/1

September 6

I will send a famine in the land, not ¢ famine of bread, nor @
thirst for water, but of hearing the words of Jehovah.
—Amos 8:11, A8.V.

Owing to the unfaithfulness of Christendom’s clergy as min-
isters of Christ, which they claim to be, just such a famine for
hearing the word of Jehovah God exists throughout the world.
The clergy responsible for this should not consider themselves
free from blame for the thriving of Communism and its grow-
ing menace to the world. They turn down Jehovah’s Word and
fight His witnesses that spread his Word. Hence the vision
from the Lord has vanished from the clergy, and Jehovah’s wit-
nesses are the only ones bringing real relief to the peoples of
all nations. Those who hear Jehovah’s Word which his wit-
nesses minister receive the only effective bulwark against the
advance of any Godless “ism” into their lives. By spreading
the life-saving knowledge of Jehovah and his kingdom by Christ
we are pushing the relief from spiritual famine. W 3/15



September 7
Take heed what ye hear.—Mark 4:24.

We must take heed what we hear and give ear to, lest we be
deceived and misled to our destruction. It is now a day of great
deceptions respecting the most controversial issue, God’s king-
dom by his Christ, the King Jesus; and we must therefore
watch out not to listen to the self-seeking, self-exalting de-
ceivers. Those who have ears to hear what Jesus Christ him-
self says will obey him and will take heed as to what they
hear and accept. They hear the scripture say to them: “The
ear trieth words, as the mouth tasteth meat.” (Job 34:3;
12:11) God so made the structure of the ear that it can distin-
guish a great variety of sounds and can detect the genuineness
in the ring of sounds and voices. It must test words as to
whether they have the ring of genuine truth coming from the
reliable Source. It must listen for the voice of the true shep-
herds and must respond only to them. W 5/1

September 8

Ye have en anointing from the Holy One, and yc¢ know all
things. And _as for you, the anointing . . . teachcth you
concerning all things,—1 John 2:20,27, A8.V.

Jehovah God the Holy One anointed Jesus with holy spirit;
and since he used the spirit as an anointing upon Jesus, it
proves that the spirit is not a person. Further showing the
spirit is no person but is an active force from God, John
speaks of this outpoured spirit as an unction or anointing.
It is God the Holy One that has anointed the disciples with
his spirit through Jesus Christ, and thus it is God that has
taught and is teaching them by means of the spirit of his
anointing. To continue to receive such teaching by means of His
spirit, Christians must abide in God, in unity with him. Then
he will not remove his spirit from them. The spirit does not
have to be an intelligent corporeal person for them to be taught
thus, but whatever God sends them on the carrier wave of
his spirit, that is what they are taught. W 6/1

September 9

Then the Lord said to Moses, “Write this as a memorandum
in a book, and recite it.”"—Hwx. 17: 14, A.A.T.

At the latest, Moses began writing his book in 1513 B.C.,
after the battle of Rephidim which occurred a few weeks after
he led the Israelites out of Egypt. Since the Lord had decided
upon him to do the writing, He would see to it that Moses had
the records from the creation forward for consultation and
compiling, so as to write up one connected account for God’s
people, the children of Israel, in the language that they under-
stood and in the seript that they could read. Those ancient
records, in writing, were as a Bible to Moses in Egypt. They
were like “oracles of God” that were committed to him to hold
in sacred trust and to use according to God’s will. Moses was
to write those things of which he was an eyewitness, and the
written records that he consulted for compiling Genesis were
those of eyewitnesses. W 7/1



September 10

The rest of the dead lived not again until the thousand years
were finished.—Rev, 20:

At the end of the thousand years those of uplifted mankind
who then yield to Satan’s deceptions as the perfect Lve did in
Eden, followed by the perfect Adam, will perish forever in
the “second death”. Those who maintain their perfection and
sinlessness by unwavering loyalty to God’s King will have
their names written in the book of life. That means their
justification, their being declared unswervingly righteous and
worthy of the right to everlasting life. Thus will be fulfilled
Revelation 20:5. Satan, who tries to deceive and overturn
that new world, will be punished with “second death”, his ever-
lasting destruction, with no future interruption. (20:10) Thus
Christ Jesus will prove to be a “king, against whom there is no
rising up”, and the new world will go on without end, proving
to be forever stable in vindication of Jehovah’s universal
sovereignty.—Prov. 30:29,31, W 10/1

September 11

I am no peddler of God's message, like most men, but like a
man of sincerity.—2 Cor. 2: 17, An Amer. Trans.

Jehovah’s witnesses today are like the apostle Paul in that
they do not need a letter written in ink by someone to prove
they are ministers of the gospel. The 230,532 witnesses of
Jehovah who were out in the field during 1948 have a letter of
commendation which is a real recommendation of their faithful
ministry, for they had aided many more publishers of the
Kingdom to associate with them. There are many more now
that are showing zeal for the only righteous cause, which will
succced. By the recommendations written in the hearts of
those who love the Kingdom all the world knows Jehovah’s
witnesses have proof of their ministry, but it is not what
Christendom calls “orthodox”. Whether orthodox or unorthodox,
they do their work like Jesus. They are not peddlers of God’s
message, like most men. They are devoting their time, money,
strength, their all, in the service of God. W 1/1

September 12

Unto him_ that is able to guard you from stumbling, . . . be
glory, majesty, dominion and power, before all time, and now,
and for evermore—~Jude 24, 25, A.S8.V.

We of the remnant want to be safeguarded against stumbling
into destruction. We want Jesus Christ to resurrect us from
the dead to present us in spiritual perfection before the glorious
presence of God with exceeding joy. Since that is so, we must
attribute to Jehovah God glory, majesty, dominion and power.
If we ascribe these things to him now when he has taken his
majestic Kingdom authority over all the earth, we will order our
lives in harmony and will bear witness to him. Then he will keep
us from falling and bring us into the heavenly kingdom. All
persons of good-will wanting to stand approved for eternal
life in the new world must also now ascribe glory, majesty,
dominion and authority to the only God. He is “our Saviour,
through Jesus Christ our Lord”. W 8/1



September 13

Whosoever is born of God doth not commit sin; Zor his seed
remaineth in him : and he cannot sin, because he is born of God,
In this the children of God are manifest.—1 John 8:9, 10.

Not the water of baptism, but the water of the revealed
Word of God, was what Jesus meant when saying: “Except a
man be born of water and of the spirit, he cannot enter into
the kingdom of God.” Baptism in literal water is only a
momentary act, but the 144,000 members of Christ’s body need
the cleansing Word of God as well as His spirit all through
lhelr earthly course till death. If God’s Word and spirit abide
in them, then His seed abides in them and they will not make
a_deliberate practice of sin. They lead clean lives by the help
of his spirit and his purifying Word. Their hope, based upon
God’s Word, is not a mere mental excrcise, but is _an active,
motivating force in thelr lives, a purifying hope. “Every man
that hath this hope in him purifieth himself.” W 4/15

September 14
My Father hath sent me.—John 20:21.

Are we willing to take orders from God’s Word and through
his Theocratic organization? Jesus was a perfect man, but
because of our imperfection we his followers need orders and
instructions all the more. He went whithersoever sent. Are we
following his example by willingly going whithersoever sent
in the great field, the world, to take part in the great expan-
sion of Christian education? A servant is not greater than his
master, neither he that is sent greater than he that sent him.
A servant should be satisfied to become like his master, and a
pupil like his teacher; and we should not be afraid or ashamed
to be ambassadors and servants of God any more than our
Master and Teacher Jesus Christ was. Being sent, we ought to
comply with orders gladly, becausc we have them from the
right source. We ought to be willing and satisfied to do the
work we are commissioned and sent to do. W 9/1

September 15

God had mercy on me in order that in my case as the foremost,

Christ Jesus might display his perfect paticnce, as an ezample

to those who would later believe in hzm and find eternal lLfe.
—1 Tim. 1. 16, .

Jesus said: “Whosoever shall speak a word against the Son
of man, it shall be forgiven him.” There could be some ex-
cuse for speaking thus, because one could be ignorant of the
true facts about him that fulfilled the prophecies identifying
him as the promised Messiah. For example, Saul of Tarsus was
a most earnest Pharisee and spoke and acted against the Son
of man, and yet he became the apostle Paul. Despite all the
sins he committed against the Son of man and that made him
appear as the “chief”’ of sinners, he was not beyond repentance.
Why not? Because he did not resist knowledge of the truth.
He was willing to learn and make progress into light. Hence
he was an example of how other sinners against Christ might
%‘g z!}ovb_vn their wrong path and might repent and go right.



September 16

None of my words shall be delayed, but what I say shall be
done, says the Lord.—Hzek. 12: 28, Moffatt.

We will not sit in the seat of the scoffers, nor follow selfish
passions, nor walk with the worldly mockers who have scoffed
since A.D. 1914, saying: “Where is His promised advent?
Since the day our fathers fell asleep, things remain exactly
as they were from the beginning of creation.” (2 Pet. 3:3,4)
We will not count God as slow and never getting to the per-
formance of his promises. We know there is a limit to his
patience, and that he has appointed a definite time for the
battle of Armageddon. When the time for this final feature of
the days of tribulation comes, then his patience toward the
‘“vessels of wrath fitted to destruction” will end. As long as
he yet pleases, we will endure the scoffing and mocking at our
hopes and our warnings to the world. We will continue to
preach the day of his vengeance. W 12/1

September 17

The holy scriptures . .. are able to make thee wise unto
salvation through faith—2 Tim. 38:15.

What every one must have to be a complete and qualified
minister is the Scriptures and an understanding of them. Cer-
tainly to help others to become wise to salvation we ourselves
must study the Scriptures and know and understand them to
impart the meaning of them to others. God has not made
ignorance the way to salvation, and does not sanctify us by
ignorance, but by the truth., (John 17:17) Hence we must
study the Scriptures with the help of all that God provides
through his Theoecratic organization to aid our understanding.
Our study and meditation are not merely to gain our own
salvation but also to be teachers of others that they too may
win salvation. We should definitely purpose to be teachers as a
result of our study and meditation. After a time of such study
and meditation God expects us to be teachers and preachers.
“For the time ye ought to be teachers.”—Heb. 5:12. W 10/15

September 18

Sacrifice and offering thou didst not desire; mine ears hast thou
opened [or, digged; pierced] : burnt offering and sin offering
hast thou not required. Then said I, Lo, I come.
~Ps. 40:6,7, margin; Heb. 10:5-9.

Jehovah’s own Son, Jesus Christ, was a servant who loved
his heavenly Father to such an extent that he refused to for-
sake His service, although Satan and the demons under him
tried all ways to force Jesus to do so. Even the offering up of
himself in sacrifice in God’s service and for mankind’s ransom
did not make Jesus quit his heavenly Master’s service. He con-
tinued to turn to his God and Father a blood-marked ear and
let it be bored or digged to indicate he was Jehovah’s willing
gervant for evermore. (Deut. 15:12-17) For such obedience
and unbreakable devotion to God his Father, he has been made
Jehovah’s Chief Servant or Prime Minister, because he is abso-
lutely dependable out of his love for God. W 5/1



September 19
Repent, g;:d be baptized every one of you in the narr:?es of Jesus

rist for the remission of sins.—Acts 2:

We must be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. That
means, with faith and reliance upon him as God’s Seed for
our deliverance, By faith in him whose heel was bruised we
obtain from God the remission or forgiveness of sins. At
Pentecost the baptism in water of about 3,000 souls did not
itself procure forgiveness for them, but was a token of such
forgivenest. The water baptism was in reality an open con-
fession of their turning from enmity to God and his Seed and
their dedicating or consecrating themselves to him through
the Seed, whom they now named or confessed Jesus to be.
Through him they called upon the name of Jehovah that they
might be saved. Calling upon his name meant not merely crying
out to Jehovah for help and rescue, but also publicly confess-
ing him to others, preaching his gospel of salvation through
Jesus, and so making them acquainted with Jehovah God. W 4/1

September 20

Do not lay hands hastily upon anyone, and do not be a partner
in other men's sins. Keep thyself chaste—1 Tim. §5: 22,
Cath. Confrat. Trans.

A Christian is under no necessity to choose or vote for the
lesser of two evils and to work to improve it. He chooses
neither of the two evils, for both are of this world and he does
not choose to share in the responsibility for prolonging either
of the two. According to this rule Bible Christians have refused
to lay hands of approval upon any politician of this world.
They have thereby refused to take part in the responsibility for
sins such politician, as, for instance, Hitler or Mussolini, has
later committed in office. Those who faithfully follow Christ’s
instructions keep themselves chaste or pure from this world,
because he has chosen them out of it and they are no longer
a part of it. They are for the new world, God’s world of
righteousness. W 5/15

September 21
Be earnestly contending for the faith.—Jude 3, Roth.

All the consecrated members of God’s holy nation are called
to his heavenly kingdom with Christ. They are heirs of a
“common salvation” to that kingdom. But certain individuals
once members ot the nation will not share in that common
salvation. They may now be holding in common with other
called ones a hope of final salvation, yet that is no certain
guarantee that they will see that hope realized. Our being now
in a saved condition is no reason for imagining we cannot be
moved, forced or drawn out from that place of refuge and
thereby not make our salvation eternal. For those who want
to make their salvation a fully realized thing it is necessary
to contend earnestly for the faith that saves, once for all de-
livered to God’s saints. Contention, or standing up in defense,
is forced upon God’s people. He permits it to test the integrity
and devotion of his holy nation to him. Testing makes them
strong and immovable. W 7/15



September 22

Jehovah saith unto my Lord, 8it thou at my right hand, until
I make thine enemies thy footstool.—Ps. 110: 1, A.SV

That Christ did not reign from the first century onward the
apostles John and Paul plainly show. John wrote the Revela-
tion toward the close of the first century and spoke of the
1000-year reign as yet future, as one of the “things which
must shortly come to pass”’. (Rev. 1:1) John outlived Paul.
About A.D. 61, while at Rome, Paul wrote his letter to the
Hcbrews and said: “But now we see NOT YET all things put
under him.” (Heb. 2:8) Then, to show that Christ Jesus at
his Father’s right hand in heaven did not yet have Satan un-
der his feet but must wait in expectation for all his enemles
to be made his footstool, Paul went on to say of the “man
Christ Jesus” : “But this man, after he had offered one sacri-
fice for sins for ever, sat down on the right hand of God;
from henceforth expectmg till his enemies be made his foot-
stool.”—Heb. 10:12,13. W 10/1

September 23
Serve Jehovah with gladness.—Ps. 100: 2, AR.V.

There is no occupation or profession of more importance
today than the Christian ministry of the Kingdom message.
We cannot make our secular work, our social position in life,
or the personal, selfish things we have to do or like to do more
important than the things God has for us to do, if we are
seeking eternal life in the new world. Why should we weigh
matters when it comes to serving God? Is it not the right thing
to do? Is it not what his Word instructs us to do if we want
life through his Son Jesus Christ? Is it not the example his
Son set tor us, which example he set for us to follow as a
sure guide to eternal hfe? He said: “Lo, I come to do thy
will, O God.” (Heb. 10:9) Do we also come to God for the
same purpose? If we follow in Jesus’ footsteps, then we should
be willing to do the things he did on earth; and his chief
work was bearing witness and preaching the gospel. He was
a minister of God. W 8/15

September 24

EBvery man hath his proper gift of God, one after this manner,
and another after thai. —1 Cor. 7:7

Each one gets his gift by adapting himself to his situation, be
he a slave under a master, or a person required to work part
time to provide life’s needs for dependent ones, or a single
person or a married person. That was why Paul went on to
say that, if a married man or woman wants to take part in
certain privileges in the Lord’s service, such person must to
that extent act as if unmarried: ‘“The appointed time has
grown very short From this time on those who have wives
should live as though they had none.” (7:29, A.A.T.) If a
married person does this, then a gift of service is given. Each
one must study and plan how he can arrange matters under
his circumstances so as to do something directly in God’s
service. Then God will help him, and he will have a gift of
%%rv;:e He must cultivate the gift by seizing opportunities.

/15



September 25

Alleluia: for the Lord God omnipotent reigneth. Let us be glad
and rejoice, and_give honour to him: for the marriage of the
Lamb is come.—Rev. 19:6,7.

Why should not all persons of good-will toward a bridegroom
and bride be unusually glad at the time of their union? So,
with gladness and rejoicing the antitypical damsels of Rebekah,
the virgin companions, are brought into company w1th the
bridal remnant. Unquestionably they are included in the *“great
multltude" reported at Revelation 19: 6-9, whose voice is heard
saying: “Alleluia!” Jehovah God omnipotent took power and
began relgnmg toward our earth A.D. 1914, but this “great
multitude” have raised their Hallelujah song only since
A.D. 1918, by which time the war in heaven had been won by
Jehovah’s Bridegroom Son and Satan the ruler of Babylon
had been cast out of heaven. Then the Son came to the temple
and began pronouncing judgment upon Satan’s system of or-
ganized religion, Babylon the Great, mother of harlots. W 11/1

September 26
Worthy is the Lamb that was slain.—Rev. §: 12.

The slaying of the Lamb was the time when the foundation
of the righteous new world was laid. This was not just at
the time that Jesus of Nazareth presented himself to John
the Baptist in 29 and was baptized. From then on Jesus began
to be baptized into death. But his baptlsm into death was not
finished at his water baptism in Jordan river, as is shown by
his words to his disciples James and John just a few months
before he was killed: “With the baptism that I am baptized
withal shall ye be baptized.” (Mark 10:39) A little earlier
that same year he said to all his disciples: “I have a bap-
tism to be baptized with; and how am I straitened till it be
accomplished !” (Luke 12:50) This baptism into death was
net all accomplished, and hence his being slain as a Lamb
was not all completed, until he was brought to the slaughterers
at Calvary and died on the torture stake on Nisan 14 of the
year 33. W 2/1

September 27
He obtained a more cxccllent ministry.~—FHeb, 8: 6.

After baptism how did Jesus act as a public servant or min-
ister according to God’s will? By acting as a teacher of all
the people, by preaching the gospel of God’s kingdom to the
circumcised Jews and the Samaritans., He was in the fullest
sense God’s servant for the people, because he did not go in for
politics or commerce or the so-called ‘‘Jews’ religion”. He dedi-
cated himself completely to proclaiming the written Word of
God and explaining to the circumcised Jews the things con-
cerning God’s kingdom in the light of those sacred Scriptures.
For proclaiming the Kingdom message almost excluslvely to
such circumcised nation he could be called a “minister for,
public servant] of the circumcision for the truth of God”.
(Rom. 15:8) As such he preached not only in public places,
in the temple, in synagogues, ln the out-of-doors, but also
in the private homes of the peope He went from house to
house to reach the people. W 3/15



September 28

The spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit, that we
are the children of God.—Rom. 8: 16.

Those Christians whom God has begotten to be his children
as joint-heirs with Christ he has anointed with his spirit. This
anointing or unction teaches them; and, by the things that it
reveals to them from God’s written Word, it bears witness
to them that they are His spiritual children. By his revealed
‘Word God sets before these sons the hope of being joined with
Jesus in the heavenly kingdom. Now, all of God’s written
Word was produced under inspiration of his spirit (2 Tim.
8:15-17) ; and so by this Word it is the holy spirit that is
really testifying to these Christians that they are the begotten
children of God. Also, by the spirit’s operations in their lives,
just as in the lives of Peter, Paul and other disciples, the
spirit bears further witness to them concerning their son-
ship to God. W 6/1

September 29

Being born again, not of corruptible seed, but %f sncorruptible,
by the word of God.—1 Pet. 1:23.

The seed of procreation by which Adam begot our race was
corruptible seed, with corruption operating in it through sin,
and bearing with it the condemnation of death. But when God
the Father begets the corsecrated believers of humankind to
be spiritual sons or children, he begets them again by incorrupt-
ible seed. That is to say, he regenerates them by incorruptible
means of giving life and existence, namely, the power of his
spirit or active force. In order to see and enter the heavenly
kingdom of God, they must be begotten anew or regcenerated
by His spirit or active force, as Jesus told Nicodemus. (John
3:3-6) Being thus given a start in spiritual life while in their
corruptible flesh on earth, but continuing faithful to death,
they will be fully born of the s;l)irit in the resurrection. Then
the body of 144,000 faithful followers of Christ “shall all be
changed”.—1 Cor. 15:51-563. W 4/15

September 30

There is a sin unto death: not concerning this do I say that
he should make request.—1 John 5: 16, AR.V.

The extreme penalty is death, here meaning the annihilation
or destruction which Revelation 2:11 and 20: 14 speak of as
“the second death”. It is willful sin for which there is no for-
giveness now or in the world to come. There is no sin-atoning
sacrifice provided for it, the High Priest’'s sacrifice covering
only the sins due to our fallen, imperfect, weak estate inherited
from Adam, It is sin by one’s own choice after coming to the
knowledge of the truth, It is sin by one who has been en-
lightened and has tasted of God’s goodness and who cannot
feel any repentance and who does not crave forgiveness, well
knowing what he is doing. It is sin with the eyes wide open to
the undeniable operation of God’s holy spirit or active force.
It is unforgivable; and how can God answer the prayer for
anyone to be forgiven such sin? So do not pray for anyone
guilty of it.—Jer. 7:16. W 6/15



October 1
Raise a signal over the peoples.—Isa. 62: 10, A.A.T.

What is that signal which must be lifted up for all peoples
that seek freedom from this Babylonish world and that seck
prosperity, peace, unity and the pure worship of God? That
great upstanding signal of such prominence is JEHOVAH'S
REIGNING Kinc, CHRIST JEsus! He is the exalted sign or
signal around which all of Jehovah's witnesses, delivered from
Babylon, assemble in earth-wide unity. Around him as Jeho-
vah’s “high priest after the order of Melchizedek” we engage
in the unifying worship of the Most High God, Jehovah. Christ
Jesus, the glorious Signal, stands upon the lofty height of
Mount Zion, the established kingdom of God. There he now
reigns in the midst of his enemies to vindicate Jehovah’s right
to universal sovereignty and to bless good-will persons out of
all families and nations of the carth. (Rev. 14:1) Let us all
join in exalting him with praise. W 1/15

October 2

To give thee grecat and goodly citics, which thou buildest not,
and houses fuli of all good things, which thou filledst not,
and wells digged.—Deut, 6. 10, 11.

Secing that Jehovah God and Christ Jesus are the Ones
providing “eternal abodes”, there is no need to build houscs
now, and tie up money in them, just to prepare places for the
lodging of the faithful dead whose return we expect by resur-
rection. If we faithfully apply our time, strength, and ma-
terial riches to doing the things God now commands to be
done for the getting of the Kingdom message to the poor of
this world, then the Lord will take care of those whom he
promises to bring back from the dead. Our being at the entry
into the new world of righteousness reminds us of the time that
Israel crossed the Jordan river into the Promised Land. There
the Lord God provided them the dwelling-places, even the homes
that enemies were obliged to vacate. Years later, Joshua testi-
fied God had given them such things. W 2/15

October 3

The kingdom of this world is become our Lord's and his Christ’s,
and he shall reign for ever and ever. . . . We give thee thanks,
O Lord (fod Almighty.—Apoc. 11: 15, 17, Douay.

After his resurrection from the dead Jesus Christ declared
that his Father and God gave him all the necessary power in
heaven and in earth for his future work. ITowever, such recep-
tion of power in heaven and in earth does not make Christ
Jesus all-powerful and almighty, Nowhere is Jesus Christ called
the Panitokrator or Almighty One; and neither is the “holy
ghost”. Jehovah God the IFather is alone the Pantokrator or
Almighty One. He bestows upon his Son Jesus Christ all the
power or authority that he needs in hecaven and carth to carry
out his royal office. Along with this power or authority Jeho-
vah God Almighty gives to Jesus Christ the holy spirit, and
at Pentecost Jesus began to pour it forth on disciples. W 3/1



October 4

God i3 faithful, who will not suffer you to be tempted above that
ye are able; but will with the temptation make also the way of
escape, that ye may be able to endure it.—1 Cor. 10: 13, A.8.V.

We are all humans, just plain men and women as the Israel-
ites and mixed multitude of the wilderness journey were. There-
fore we are reachable by the same temptations that the Devil
brought upon them. Surely, further temptations such as are
common to all men, including those Israclites and mixed multi-
tude, are ahead of us, and none of us can afford to become care-
less and indifferent. Yet we need not become discouraged and
fear that we cannot come through the further trial period suc-
cessfully. God’s purpose in saving us from this world through
Jesus hnst is not just te destroy us in his wrath after a
while. It is that we may win the glorious final salvation in
the righteous new world. (1 Thess. 5:8, 9; 2 Thess, 2:13)
By winning eternal salvation we share in vindicating His
name, W 4/1

October §

Unless ye utter by the tongue speech easy to be understood,
how shall it be known what is spoken? ]‘or ye will be speakmg
into the air.—1 Cor. 14:9, AR.V.

Because it is wise to preach the saving Word of God wisdom
1s pictured as a person greachmg God's message w1thout’
“in the streets,” “in the chief place of concourse, in the open-
ings of the gates: in the clty And such personified wisdom
says: “Whoso hearkeneth unto me shall dwell safely, and
shall be quiet from fear of evil.” (Prov. 1:20-33) We must
give the message in the language that the people understand,
in their tongue and on their level of intelligence, in order for
the sounds of the message to be understandable to them. If
we do not want to sound like a barbarian to those to whom
we preach, we must give the witness to them in their under-
stood language and in terms they can grasp. Otherwise, the
effect is no better than if we talked to blank space. W 5/1

October 6

Daring, self-willed, they tremble not to rail at dignities: whereas
angels, though greater in might and power, bring not a railin,
judgment aguinst them before the Lord.—2 Pet. 2: 10, 11, A.8.V.

The archangel Michael’s respect for the dignity and glory of
Jehovah God was displayed here on earth when he became
flesh as “the man Christ Jesus”. But dreamers that pretend
to be his followers and who shp in among his true followers
do not follow his example, even though they are so inferior
to Michael, In blaspheming and speaking abusively of such
dignities from God, these disrespectful persons are as animals
that do not know what such things mean. They are animalistic
still more in that they understand only what appeals to the
passions of their flesh, and not to the mind and the faculty of
reason. So, like an animal that minds only the flesh, they
seek the satisfaction of the flesh. They corrupt themselves in
fleshly sins and so work out their own destruction. W 8/1



October 7
Be ye imitators . . . of Ohrist.—1 Cor, 11:1, A.8.V.

If we are following in Christ’s steps, we need only to keep
i mind what he always had in mind. He never put himself
ambitiously ahead of his Father. lle was always ready to be
sent, to be put in service, to take orders from his Father. He
was sent to do a8 work here. He received a commission from
his Father, and he fulfilled it. He proved his love for his Father
by being obedient. His heavenly Father made all arrange-
ments for him. He did not figure these out for himself. He did
not come of himself. He was sent. He was content to be here
on earth for the time appointed for him, and did not think
his Father had made a mistake. No matter what God told or
taught him, he fulfilled his Father's words, because it was an
act of true worship. It was a joy to him, because he was do-
ing his Father’s will. He was not ashamed of being sent into
the world as a subordinate and servant of God. He was glad
to be an obedient minister. W 9/1

October 8

Yea, even when ! am old and grayheaded, O God, forsake me
not, until I have declared thy strength unto the next generation,
thy might to every one that is to come.—Ps. 71:18, A.S.V.

The anointed remnant keep praying God not to forsake
them till they have declared his strength and activities to the
next generation, the Jonadab class, for their salvation. The
remnant want to reach with the Kingdom message ‘“every one
that is to come”. In Jehovah’s due time he by his reigning King
will bring forth from the grave the faithful prophets and other
overcomers of pre-Christian centuries to make them ‘‘princes
in all the earth”. Then the faithful remnant, who also expect
to survive the battle of Armageddon, will have the privilege
of telling these princes of the ‘‘new earth” about the arm and
strength of Jehovah God at this end of the world. These princes
will constitute part of the next or new generation. W 12/15

October 9
Be of one mind, live in peace~2 Cor. 13:11.

Because they will not violently fight their brethren, Jehovah’s
witnesses, scattered in scores of lands, will not engage in carnal
warfare one against another. At the same time they will not
interfere in a violent combat between nations. They are neutral
as to the political affairs and military o;ierations of nations.
They look to God as the One that gives life and has a right
to take it away, and the One who can also preserve them into
the new world of uprightness. They fully appreciate that God’s
Word says his servants will come from every nation, tribe and
tongue but that they will be one people to him, a chosen genera-
tion, devoted to peace, because of having his spirit. Knowing
they are his chosen people under the one Theocratic law, they
serve him with undivided attention. They have the proper fear
of God, for they hate the evil of this world. There is no room
for partisanship. All are for one ideal, the New World govern-
ment. W 1/1



October 10

Ye shall be named the priests of Jehovah; men shall call you
the ministers of our Qod.—Isa. 61:6, A.8.V.

Today we have those “ministers of our God”, who are render-
ing priestly service to him. They are the small remnant who
since 1918 have been making strenuous efforts to revive the
knowledge of Jehovah and to make known his fame among the
nations. Because of their persistent efforts and their faithful-
ness to his name and universal sovereignty, they have under-
gone great persecution from the religionists of Christendom.
Who are they? Jehovah's remnant of anointed witnesses. Isaiah
61:5 (4.8.V.) also says: “And strangers shall stand and feed
your flocks, and foreigners shall be your plowmen and your
vinedressers.” These are the great multitude of consecrated
persons of good-will who have made common cause with the
anointed remnant. Because of the large part that these have
with the remnant, they are also called “Jehovah’s witnesses”.
—Rev. 7:9-15. W 8/15

October 11
He is Lord of lords, and King of kings.—Rev. 17:14.

Christians are under no necessity to choose or elect between
two evils and thus share responsibility for other men’s sins
against God’s kingdom and against his people. By repeniing
from sin and consecrating themselves to God through Christ,
they have submitted to God’s appointment of his Kingdom,
thenceforth praying: “Thy kingdom come!” In place of voting
for a political party of sinful men and women of this world
which fights against God’s kingdom they have made their choice
once and for all time for a heavenly King, Jesus Christ. In
his case, indeed, it is true, “the King can do no wrong.” We
have given our unchangeable allegiance to this sinless Ruler
and Governor, whose government will be without a single sin
or oppression, but which will destroy all the evils of this
world and bless the people with deliverance from their sins and
%ong/;lge penaity death and from sin’s originator the Devil.

October 12

If anyone notices his brother committing a sin which is not
deadly, he will ask and obtain life for him—for anyone who
does not commit a deadly sin. There is such a thing as deadly
sing I do not mean he is to pray for that—1 John §: 16, Moffatt.

For brethren who sin due to weakness but who repent, seek
forgiveness, and ask our prayers that they may be helped to
recover from such sin through divine mercy, we will pray. In
answer to their repentance and our prayer through Jesus
Christ, God will save such sinners from death. He will grant life
in the case of all not sinning the sin to the second death, de-
struction. But in ancient Judah God told Jeremiah: “Therefore
pray not thou for this people, neither lift up cry nor prayer
for them, neither make intercession to me: for I will not hear
thee.” (Jer. 7:16) For like reason we do not now join the re-
ligious clergy in praying for modern-day Babylon, whose sins
reach to heaven, nor for religious Christendom, W 6/15



October 13
We will serve Jehovah.—Josh. 24:15, A.8.V.

The ministry of preaching the Kingdom gospel was foretold.
It is now in progress. In no great while it will be accomplished
in vindication of God's name and Word. Qur greatest privilege
in these pre-Armageddon days is to avail ourselves of the op-
portunity and to enter into it with heart and soul. So, enter
it and stay with it we will, and that with contentment. We
will serve and abide with our brethren in peace, yes, with his
“other sheep”. We will not be drawn into strife and let our-
selves be provoked to it. Away with all discontent and fault-
finding! We will make the best of situations and give ourselves
unselfishly to improving things for the sake of the work and
the spiritual welfare of our fellow servants of God. We will
enjoy to the full all our privileges as they come to us, responding
to the call to action the way Christ Jesus our Leader did. We
will preach. W 8/15

October 14

Godless persons, who turn the mercy of our God into an excusc
for immorality—Jude 4, A.A.T.

Such evil-minded persons think they can go in for a season
of enjoying the pleasures of sin whenever they like or feel the
eaurge. All they have to do is to go through a form of repentance
and good behavior and ask God’s forgiveness, taking advantage
of his grace. Thus they can continue among His people, until
the next time that they want to scek further indulgence in sin
among the L.ord’s people, if they can persuade others by false,
impure reasoning to yield to their subtle advances. Such per-
sons are guilty of “turning the grace of our God into lascivi-
ousness”. They pervert the mercy of our God into immorality.
Thev overlook the fact that, though the apostle told the con-
secrated believers, “Such were some of you,” he also added,
“But ye are washed, but ye are saunctified, but ye are justified
in the name of the Lord Jesus, and by the spirit of our God.”
—1 Cor. 6:11. W 7/15

October 15

O Lord God Almighty, . . . thou hast taken to thee thy great
power, and hast reigned.—Rev, 11: 17.

Christ Jesus would not let the people make him king: “when
Jesus therefore perceived that they would come and take him
by force, to make him a king, he departed.” (John 6:15) He
waited upon his Father, Jehovah God, to make him a King
at His own right hand in heaven. When he sat down at his
Father’s right hand after he ascended to heaven, he expected
to wait till the end of the “seven times” of the Gentiles. Those
“seven times' equal 2,520 ycars. Since they began in the fall
of 607 B.C., they end in the fall of A.D. 1914. Till that year
Christ Jesus in heaven had to wait, and at that time he came
into the kingdom and God sent forth the scepter of his sway
out of heavenly Zion, to rule amid his encmies. By enthroning
and crowning Jesus Christ as his Anointed King and Royal
Consort, Jehovah God took his power and established his king-
dom with Zion as his capital organization. W 10/1



October 16

For the children of this world look further ahead, in dealing
with their own generation, than the children of light.
—Luke 16:8, Moffatt.

The faithful followers of Jesus Christ are the ‘children of
light”. The children of this world deal with selfish foresight,
for future advantage, with their own worldly generation. On
the other hand, the children of light have to deal with the or-
ganization of light and must render account to the great Source
of light and its channel, namely, Jehovah God their Father
and Christ Jesus. God and Christ are pleased to have them do
so. That is why Jesus recited the parable of the unjust steward.
They should not show less wisdom than the children of this
world do in their own way to their own generation. Children
of light should be “wise as serpents”, but not harmful as these
are. For using wisdom according to the light they have God
will bless them through Jesus Christ. W 2/15

October 17

That through death he might destroy him that had the power
of death, that is, the devil; and dcliver them who through fear
of death were all their lifetime subject to bondage.
—Heb. 2:14,15

Satan the Devil was permitted to wicld the power to perse-
cute and inflict death upon those who turned to God. For
this recason many men and women, out of fear of such death
at the Devil’s hands, were held in bondage to sin and the
Devil. But now Jesus, by his sacrificial death, could nullify
the death inflicted on men by the Devil, because Jesus could
raigse them from the dead. Because of this power to nullify the
power of the Devil, Jesus Christ the promised Seed now frees
many men and women, who, because of fearing the devilish
power of death, were in slavery to him and sin all their past
lifetime. These now enjoy the liberty of the children of God.
Jehovah’s resurrecting of Jesus as an immortal spirit person
made it possible for him to be King at God’s right hand to de-
stroy the Devil and nullify his power. W 4/15

October 18

The master workman does everything himself; but the fool
hires a passer-by.—Prov. 26: 10, AAT.

Therefore neglect no possibility. Use what you have accord-
ing to the wisdom God gives you through his Word and his
dealings with you. Do not turn over to others what privileges
of service you may yourself render, resulting in a joy to your-
self that you have never had before. Do not be foolish in this
respect. If you have a territory in which to work and give a
witness to the Kingdom, do not call in & pioneer publisher to
work it if you can do it yourself. While the opportunity is
there, grasp it and reap the fruitage of your own personal
efforts. The rich opportunity will not endure always; so culti-
vate it. Look after the flock of the Lord’s ‘other sheep” in
your territory by visiting them, inspecting their condition, tak-
ing an interest in them, and offering what help and comfort
you can.—Prov. 27:23-27. W 9/15



October 19

I saw three foul spirits like frobgs emerge . . . They are demon
spirits.—Rev. 16: 18, 14, A.A.T.

Those spirits or inspired utterances have come forth from
the demons, not from God, and are misleading rulers and people
alike into a showdown fight with Jehovah God. Just because
the rulers are taking the lead in following these spirits, it does
not prove they are right spirits and are of God. Although the
world rulers refuse to believe it, the influences mustering them
out to battle and hurrying them on in their frantic course are
the spirits from demons. In this world crisis the rulers have
yielded to the demons in opposition to God’s kingdom, and now
the people as individuals must test the spirits abroad in the
land to prove for themselves whether such spirits are of God
or not. Then, regardless of who or how many choose to follow
the demon spirits to destruction, those who love God and his
kingdom of life must choose to follow only His spirit. W 6/1

October 20

Touch no unclean thing; . . . cleanse yourselves, ye that
bear the vessels of Jehoveh.—Isa. 52:11, A.8.V.

Honest men love a clean organization. God’s purpose is to
have now on earth a clean organization of his people, to which
his Good Shepherd can assemble the great multitude of “other
sheep”. Hence God orders those who bear the vessels of his
temple for use in his service to be clean from all Babylonish
or worldly contamination. (2 Cor. 6:17) Having sent his
Judge to the temple for the cleansing of those worshiping at
it, Jehovah God promises that his temple class shall be kept
pure. The enemy forces shall never defile it again. However,
droves of “other sheep” are now being gathered to the side
of the remnant, They are joining these in ‘serving God day
and night at his temple’. (Rev. 7:15) The Devil would like
to infiltirate injurious, evil-designing individuals among them.
So we dare not relax our guard. All means for straining out
enemy agents must be kept raised. W 7/15

October 21
“Come,” say the spirit and the Bride.—Rev. 22: 17, Moffatt.

From the spirit-unfolded Word of God the remnant see
prophetic pictures that disclose the ‘‘great multitude” of peo-
ple of good-will who must now be gathered to the Good Shep-
herd’s fold. To those of good-will who answer the invitation
to the water of life and consecrate themselves to do Qod’s
will a share in the precious gospel ministry is assigned in the
words: “Let him that heareth say, Come.” As the good-will
persons obediently enter this gospel ministry, God imparts his
spirit to give them strength and ability as his gospel ministers.
Thus by the anointed rcmnant and their multitude of good-
will companions God’s spirit is saying ‘“‘Come” to all who now
thirst for life-giving waters. By persisting in this blessed min-
istry till the final end comes upon the world, they share with
Christ Jesus in vindicating Jehovah's name and word., They
gain the gift of life eternal. W 10/15



October 22

This coming he in his own time will make manifest, who is the

Blessed and only Sovereign, the King of kings and Lord of

lords ; who alone has immortality and dwells in light inaccessible.
—1 Tim. 6: 15, 16, Cath. Confrat. Trans.

At his resurrection from the dcad Christ Jesus was the first
of God’'s creatures to be clothed upon with immortality, death-
lessness, so that now he is an immortal person. (Rev. 1:18)
Because the incorruptible God the Father bestowed the prize
of immortality in heaven first upon his only begotten Son, the
apostle Paul stated that the Son of God “alone has immortal-
ity”. When Paul wrote, in the first century, none of Christ’s
footstep followers that had fallen asleep in death had yet been
resurrected to life in the spirit in heaven. Correctly, then, he
wrote of Christ Jesus as being at that time the only one to
have immortality. In now having the prize of immortality he
was especially like his heavenly Father, who is “the incorrup-
tible, invisible, only wise God”.—1:17, Young. W 11/15

October 23
Signal to the nations.—Isa. 62: 10, Moffatt.

The abomination of desolation is now seen more clearly than
ever to be ‘standing in the holy place, where it ought not’. It
is high time to flee, not to the standard of the abomination of
desolation, but to Jehovah’s glorious Signal, his King Christ
Jesus, on the holy mountain of Zion, the Kingdom capital. To
this the people must gather for security and deliverance from
the divine wrath in this ‘“day of Jehovah” which comes to its
decisive final hour at the battle of Armageddon. U){), then, with
Jehovah’s “Signal to the peoples”! Lift it up by songs of
praise to the very height of conspicuousness! Be not afraid,
for it is our God’s command that we lift it up. Make it possible
for all the lovers of peace and godliness to behold it in its glory
and attractive beauty and power, that they may assemble to
it from the very ends of the earth and enter into joy and
blessings. W 1/15

October 24

Take of his blood, and put it upon the tip of the right ear of
Aaron, and upon the tip of the right ear of his sons.—KEaz. 29 : 20,

Jesus, in order to become God’s High Priest, had to give &
faithful and obedient hearing to God's instructions and arrange-
ments for him to offer his human life as the ransom sacrifice
for all mankind. Likewise with those who desire to become
members of Christ’s royal priesthood by following in his steps
till death. From the very beginning they must present a hear-
ing ear to God’s message about the power of Christ's shed
blood to purify them from sin and to make them acceptable to
God as his priests under the Chief Priest Jesus Christ. They
must obey the words that Jesus spoke two years before he was
delivered over tor the sacrificial death, saying: “Let these
sayings sink down into your ears: for the Son of man shall
be delivered into the hands of men.” (Luke 9:44) We must
hold such sayings for our reference always. W §/1



October 25

Scal the book, even to the time of the end: man% hall run to
and fro, and knowledge shall be increased an. 12: 4

All signs indicate we have reached the time of the end of
the rations, which fact makes this the period when we must
studiously run to and fro through the pages of the Bible, that
our knowledge and understanding of its contents may be in-
creased. The divine propheey said many things would be sealed
shut to human knowledge until the preseut time of the end.
It is now oum privilege to run to and fro at the right source
of information and to share in the foretold increase of kunowl-
edge. It is most advisable for us to do so, for very sad con-
sequences are certain to follow if we willfully refuse to keep
up with advancing knowledge, Not only do we get behind and
become backward, but serious sins are possible by us through
ignorance, especxally willful ignorance. People’s resistance to
learning has led to enormous sin. W 6/15

October 26

In the days of these kings shall the God of heaven sct up a
kingdom.—Dan. 2: 44.

Now, by all the signs predicted in God’s Word and by world
events that fulfill those predictions, the time has at last come
for God to vindicate his sovereignty by fighting the universal
war of Armageddon and ridding our earth and all the universe
of the Devil's mighty organization. Therefore a glorious salva-
tion awaits all those who now seck the Almighty God’s mercy
and favor. No vacuum will be left by destroying the Devil’s
erganization that has wrought such wickedness. God has pur-
posed a perfect government, a kingdom of blessing, to supplant
the Devil’s misgovernment. The Seed of his woman who bruises
the head of the great Serpent and who destroys all the wicked
seed of the Serpent will rule as Jehovah’s King in that super-
human government. He will vindicate Jchovah’s soverewnty
and bring the salvation men of good-will so sorely nced. W 4/1

October 27
These . . . rail at glories—Jude 8, A.8.V., margin.

The new covenant is more glorious than the Mosaic law
covenant, So the privilege of being under the new covenant
and serving its purposes by letting God’s light shine is a glory.
Just because the faithful Christians were yet in earthen vessels
God did not hold back from them this precious treasure of the
ministry, but had mercy upon them in committing it to them.
(2 Cor. 3:18; 4:1) Consequently, even if the remmnant of
today are in earthen vessels, they are not to be disrespected.
Rather, because God has counted them worthy of his mercy
and has glorified them with his ministry, we should fear to
speak abusively of them. Jesus included them in his prayer to
God when he said: “And the glory which thou gavest me I
have given them; that they may be one, even as we are one.”
(John 17:22) 1t the remnant of called ones did not show be-
lief in God instead of in men, he would not in his mercy show
them such glory.—John 5:43, 44, A.8.V. W 8/1



October 28
I have learned, in whatsoever splati I Ialm, therewith to be content.
3. 4

Through persisting in godliness because of the joy, satis-
faction and peace of mind it gives us, we learn contentment.
Paul the apostle did. If his brethren of their own free will con-
tributed materially to his support in missionary work out in the
field or when he was in prison, he rejoiced at their show of
love and assistance to God’s work. But if not, he was just as
glad to serve God. Then he used what means and resources
he found at hand, to make himself independent and self-suffi-
cient. He did not let shortages impede the Lord’s work. In
sending forth his followers Jesug told us we shall be treated
just as he was. But why find fault at that? When we make our
consecration to God we know it will not be a simple matter
to carry out. We start out willing to endure trials, hardships,
privations for his name’s sake. We must persist in doing so.
That is godliness with contentment. W 9/1

October 29
Shew the Lord’s death till he come.—1 Qor. 11: 26.

The typical passover sacrifice of the Israelites stopped being
observed by the true Israel of God after Jesus came and
finished his human sacrifice, A.D. 33. In parallel fashion, the
memorial observance of Christ’s death finds its end after he
comes and finishes up his death as carried out in his faithful
anointed body-members, Till_he comes in this sense, the rem-
nant of his body-members will continue to take the emblematic
bread and wine to proclaim Christ’s death, and they will con-
tinue to show this forth also in their daily course of action till
their earthly life is done. The redeemed ones of mankind will
not celebrate the Lord’s supper on earth during the thousand-
year reign of Christ with his “bride”. Hence redeemed man-
kind’s abstaining from eating and drinking the memorial of
Christ’s death begins in actuality with the “great multitude” of
persons of good-will of today, whom the Good Shepherd is now
gathering. W 2/1

October 30

Then shall be great tribulation, . . . And except those days
should be shortened, there should no flesh be saved: but for the
elect’s sake those days shall be shortened.—Matt. 2}: 21, 22.

The interruption of the tribulation in 1918 meant God would
have to show further patience toward the ‘“vessels of wrath”,
the enemy nations. But it was well worth it. That way he
could show mercy on the “vessels of mercy”, namely, the rem-
nant of the 144,000, that these might be “prepared unto glory”.
This divine patience toward the ‘“vessels of wrath” required a
shortening of the days of tribulation upon this world, but this
Iull in the tribulation at its middle served for the salvation of
the remnant who yet had to ‘make their calling and election
sure’. After 1918 they have had the opportunity to be sealed in
their forehead with the seal of the lving God. To this day
they are active in Jehovah’s service as his witnesses and
ambassadors to the nations. W 12/1



October 81
Let no man despise thy youth.—1 Tim. 4: 12.

Many rulers and judges object that young people are not
qualified to preach the gospel. They think a person has to be-
come old and hoary of head before being able to have wisdom
and understanding. They forget to take into account the activ-
ities of the person in making their decision as to whether
that person is an ordained minister or not. Christ Jesus was
busy about his Father’s courts when at the age of twelve.
Paul’s companion, Timothy, was a young man when he was
called and anointed of the Lord to preach the gospel, and
the churches as well as Timothy himself were advised not
to despise his youth. The Bible, in fact, presents a long record
of young persons that have stood for God and fought valiantly
in their youth as well as in their older age for the preaching
of the message of God’'s Word. Jeremiah, Samuel, and others
z;;l;el(}xlamples of youth’s taking up the ministry as preachers.

November 1

Wherefore leaving the doctrine of the first principles of Christ,
let us press on unto perfection; not laying again a foundation.
—Heb. 6: 1, A8.V.

If we do not advance beyond the first principles of Christ,
but childishly linger with the foundation truths, there is danger.
Of what? A relapse into sin. A person who is a babe in knowl-
edge is to that extent weak and can easily relapse. He has some
responsibility, for, although a babe in knowledge of Christ, he
has received at least some enlightenment. If he refuses to
make progress, it denotes a certain willfulness on his part.
He does not want to take on the responsibilities that come
with greater light and fuller knowledge of God’s will and
purpose. He is like a person that grows out of childhood but
wants to hold onto the playful, carefree irresponsibility of
childhood, rebelling against undertaking the heavy responsibil-
ities of manhood. Let us not be that way. W 6/15

November 2

So if you have proved unitrustworthy in using your ill-gotien
wealth, who will trust youw with true riches?
—Luke 16: 11, A.A.T.

Remembering that the silver and the gold are Jehovah’s and
we cannot enrich him by financial or material contributions,
we can appreciate that to devote our money to His service
is relatively the least thing we can do. Jesus indicated so above.
Giving ourseclves to Him in service as a publisher of his king-
dom is more valuable and more mighty in results than any
mere money gift to him. Qur possessing of his holy spirit or
active force inside us is more important and powerful than
possessing great mammonistic wealth. The possessing of the
Kingdom truth from his Word, and the possessing of privileges
of preaching which our having that truth offers to us, is more
precious and puts greater responsibilities upon us than our
possessing delusive riches. God prizes as of greater preciousness
and worth our loving devotion to him. W 2/15



November 3
He was manifested to take away our sins.—1 John 8:5.

All who will be granted the gift of eternal life on earth
in the new world must repent, turn from the course of this
present world and attain to a sinless state in the flesh. All
sins committed because of their condition inherited from Adam
will be forgiven as they ask forgiveness through Christ’s
sacrifice, Christ will express God’s forgiveness toward them by
gradually healing them during his thousand-year reign and
lifting them finally to an absolutely perfect human state, com-
plete righteousness in the flesh. In this condition their choos-
ing and standing true to God’s will for all time will gain for
them justification to everlasting life in paradise restored to
earth. Since “the wages of sin is death”, we know the sin of
the world will then be entirely removed, for God’s Word says
of that blessed new world: ‘“There shall be no more death.”
—Rev. 21:4. W §5/15

November 4
I and my Father are one—~—John 10: 30.

Jesus did the works of his Father. He did them in his
Father's name as being his Father’s visible representative; and
this was what male him and his Father one. (10:25, 37, 38)
How two separate and distinet individuals, by colaboring to-
gether and having a common interest and one aim, become one,
the apostle Paul illustrates, saying: “Now he that planteth and
he that watereth are one.” Not one in person, but just one in
God’s work. Paul's planting and Appollos’ watering and God’s
giving the increase did not make them a trinity or “three in
one” God. (1 Cor. 3:5-8) Paul and Apollos were one because of
peacefully colaboring together in God’s organization and serv-
ice. Because God was the real One accomplishing the results
through them, Paul spoke ot the Corinthian church which he
founded as being, nonetheless, God's husbandry, God’s building :
“We are God’s helpers, you are God’s tillage, God’s building.”
—1 Cor. 3:9, Cath. Oonjrat. W 3/1

November 3§
I beheld, and, lo, a great multitude.—Rev, 7: 9.

A tremendous world-wide witness concerning God's kingdom
is due, but it is a larger work than the Kingdom remnant on
earth can themselves alone accomplish in fulfillment of Mat-
thew 24:14, Hence the Good Shepherd gathers this “great
multitude” of “other sheep” into the fold in company with the
remnant in order to share with these in the wondrous privileges
of the Kingdom witness. By sharing in the witness work the
“great multitude” hail Jehovah God upon his throne of uni-
versal sovereignty and also his reigning King, the Lamb Jesus
Christ. They cry out that their hope of salvation in this time
of great tribulation lies in no man-made institution but solely in
Jehovah God and his Lamb. By virtue of consecrating them-
selves to God and proclaiming the kingdom of his Lamb they
are pictured as having a favorable standing before God’s throne
and as serving him day and night in his temple, in unity with
the spiritual remnant.—7:10-15. W 4/15



November 6

No man, having put his hand to the plow, and looking back,
18 fit for the kingdom of God.—Luke 9:62.

Jesus tbus gives warning that a consecrated person might
turn from the way of salvation. In proof that a believer who
has been saved from his former condemned course of life in the
world is not completely saved but may look back and give up
before the test is all over, Jesus further said: “And ye shall
be hated of all men for my name’s sake: but he that endureth
to the end shall be saved.” (Matt. 10:22) We must endure to
the end of our earthly course in the way of salvation before
we become finally saved, in the judgment of God. It is Satan
the Deceiver that misleads Christians to think that once they
have believed on the Lord Jesus and have been baptized and
have stepped upon the pathway to life they are saved for all
time without any possibility of losing eternal life by unfaith-
fulness. Jesus warns against this. W 4/1

November 7

Now 1 go unto Jerusalem to minister unto the saints. For it
hath pleased them . . . to make a certain contribution
or the poor saints.—Rom. 15: 25, 26,

Note that this relief work was called a “ministry”. (Acts
12:25) 1t is part of the ministry of Jehovah’s witnesses, for
the Secriptures classify it as such. During the present postwar
emergency they have shown a loving interest in the material
needs of their brethren in various lands. Paul calls this re-
lief work a public service, even though it is not extended to
the general public but is confined to Jehovah's servants in
Christ. (2 Cor. 8:4; 9:12,13) So, in this respect the min-
istry of Jehovah’s witnesses is not to be blamed today. They
may feel sure that this loving sharing eof things with their
fellow servants in need is one of the acts that Jehovah will
not forget, for they have done this for his name’s sake, “in that
ye have ministered to the saints, and do minister,” We must
keep it up to the end.—Heb. 6:10,11. W 38/15

November 8
The ear of the wise secketh knowledge.—~Prov. 18: 15.

The wise person looks ahead. He desires to escape from
destruction at Armageddon and to enjoy eternal life in the
righteous new world, So he opens his ears wide to knowledge,
that is, to information that comes from the true Source, Jeho-
vah God, through Christ Jesus. He is prudent and wise be-
cause the knowledge he gets means protection and blessing now
and life in the world to come. He knows Satan has deceived
this old world, and hence he does not rebel against knowledge
from God just because it shows him where he is wrong and
reproves him. All this is necessary to guide him in the path-
way to life. He does not despise his own life interests, but
sincerely wants to live forever, and that to the glory of God.
So he accepts with meekness what he hears, and stays wise.
“The ear that heareth the reproof of lifc abideth among the
wise. . . . he that heareth reproof getteth understanding.”
(15:81,32) He gets a better understanding of what it re-
quires to gain everlasting life. W §/1



November 9
By faith Noah . . . prepared an ark.—Heb. 11:7.

In going after the “greater gifts”, such as prophesying. we
have to work with what abilities or aptitudes we possess at
first in their more or less crude, undeveloped state. We must
seek to improve and perfect them according to the instruc-
tions of God's Word. As we thus do, we will pray for the
help of his spirit. What can be accomplished if we act thus
in faith 1s illustrated by Noah. This God-fearing man was
not a shipbuilder by trade. The Bible does not indicate so.
The ark which he built must have been well built; it with-
stood the mighty forces incidental to that cataclysm, the
flood. That ark was an exhibition of what the spirit of God can
accomplish. Consequently the art of shipbuilding was a gift
of the spirit to Noah. But he had to desire to build the ark
because of what God told him, and he had to work at building
it. He became equal to the task. W 9/15

November 10

Know ye not that ye are the temple of God, and that the spirit
of God dwelleth in youf—1 Cor. 3: 16.

When we face the fact that God’s holy spirit is his invisible
active force by which he can operate upon matter and mind
and accomplish his will, then the above language becomes sim-
ple and comprehensible to us. This makes it reasonable for the
Christian congregation, the “body of Christ” of 144,000 mem-
bers, to be the temple of God. Being such a temple does not
mean God personally or bodily dwells in the fleshly bodies
of the members of this spiritual temple, for that would be
destructive, If the mere sight of God would be destructive
to a human creature, how, then, could a man have God occupy
him bodily and live? (Ex. 33:20) God, ‘“secing that he is
Lord of heaven and earth, dwelleth not in temples made with
hands.” (Acts 17:24) Hence the way that the Most High God
dwells in the Christian congregation as his temple is by means
of his holy spirit, his active force. W 6/1

November 11

Though the Lord once brought the People safe out of Egypt,
he subsequently destroyed the unbelieving.—Jude 5, Moffait.

Those whom God saves from this world recognize Jehovah as
God and Jesus Christ as the passover Lamb whose blood buys
them out of this world. They confess, “Christ our passover is
sacrified for us.” They have been thus saved from this world,
but with the understanding that they should never return to
it and its sinful bondage. Qur being saved from this world at
the beginning of our Christian career is no final proof that we
shall share in the ‘“common salvation” when the new world
begins. Israel as a whole had a common salvation from Egypt
and as a nation the Israelites finally entered into the Promised
Land of milk and honey, but hundreds of thousands of individ-
uals perished before entry into the Promised Land was made.
They lacked faith. Hence we must all be on guard. We must
contend for the faith once delivered. W 7/15



November 12
Then said I, Here am I; send me~—Isa. 6:8.

When Isaiah had a vision of the Lord God at the temple
and the question rang out, “Whom shall Y send? and who will
go for us?’ he promptly responded. The Lord accepted him
and sent him, and the grand book of the prophecy of Isaiah
ig one of the results. The like question comes to us today.
Having the light of the truth and getting an appreciation of
the opportunity of becoming a real minister and expanding our
privileges of serving God, are we now just as ready as Isaiah
to answer the question and say, “Here am I; send me”? If we
are anxious to follow Christ’s steps, we will do so. If we do, we
shall gain unspeakable blessings, and these without end. Con-
fronted with the opportunity of such a ministry, let us not be
anxious about food, clothing, shelter. Jesus did not make these
the deciding factor in his life. He was content as long as he
had some food and clothing, though “the Son of man hath not
where to lay his head”. W 8/15

November 13
Lord Jesus Christ . . . is our hope—1 Tim. 1:1.

Jesus Christ on earth was not subject to vanity along with
the rest of human creation, and he needed no deliverance from
it. This was owing to the fact that he did not receive his life
from Adam, but was the Son of God from heaven, and his
heavenly life was transferred to the womb of a virgin descended
from King David. As his life was from God, no condemnation,
sinfulness, corruption and deathliness attached to J esus by birth
from the Jewish virgin, but he grew up to be a mature man in
perfection. He was thus able to offer himself as a perfect sacri-
fice on God’s altar in behalf of mankind and thus become a
trae High Priest to Jehovah God, “holy, harmless, undefiled,
separate from sinners.” (Heb. 7:26) Thig vital fact makes
it all the more necessary that we put our hope in him. Only
by means of him can we be delivered from the vanity to which
we are subject. W 4/15

November 14
The signal is reised.—Isa. 18:3, Moffatt.

Regardless of race, nationality, language, color, or previous
religious affiliation, we have gathered unitedly to Jehovah’s en-
throned King of the new world, Christ Jesus, who now stands
on Mount Zion as a Signal to the peoples. We repudiate the
United Nations as “mankmds only hope” and regard it as a
manifestation of the foretold “abomination of desolatlon which
Christendom has caused to stand in the “holy place” as a man-
made standard to substitute for Jehovah’s exalted Signal. (Matt.
24:16) We resolve that we will fearlessly and falthfully con-
tinue to lift up as the only hope Jehovah's royal “Signal to
the peoples” by singing its praises and by preaching, both
publicly and from house to house, the rightful rule of His
kingdom, thereby making 1t conspicuously known to all peoples
of all nationalities that they too may gather to the great
Signal and take their stand besxde God’s kingdom of enduring
peace and eternal life. W 1/15



November 15

These are . . . qam’ng waves of the sca, foaming out their own
shame; wandermf stars, to whom is reserved the blackness
of darkness for ever.—Jude 12, 13.

In place of righteous fruits, these disorderly bring forth works
of shame, just as the wild sea waves stir up mire and dirt,
mixing these with their foam. (Isa. 57:20.21) They do not
hold to a steady course in righteousness, carrying out the or-
ganization instructions as Jehovah’s witnesses, but disobediently
follow an irregular path. They are wandecring stars, and have
no part in fulfilling Daniel’'s prophecy for the time of the end:
“They that be wise shall shine as the brightness of the firma-
ment; and they that turn many to righteousness as the stars
for ever and ever.” (Dan. 12:3) For such “wandering stars”
no bright-shining place has been reserved in the heavenly king-
dom. By decree of the great Judge, Jehovah, the “blackness
of darkness hath been reserved for ever” for them, (4.8.V.)
That signifies destruction. W 8/1

November 16
Follow after rightcousncss, godliness—1 Tim. 6: 11,

‘We shall yet have to endure many hard things. But this should
not be permitted to rob us of our godliness. Peter says: “Add
to your fa‘th ., . . patience [endurance]; and to patience god-
liness.” (2 Pet. 1:5,6) If we endure, we shall live a life of
devotion and service as Jesus did. “For the grace of God hath
appeared, bringing salvation to all men, instructing us, to the
intent that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should
live soberly and righteously and godly in this present world.”
(Titus 2:11,12, A.8.V.) We can now live this way, because
we have what the world does not have, namely, contentment
in the Lord. He is our All in all, everything to every one of
us. By our faithful devotion and service to him in this present
world, we shall shortly enter into the enduring gain of the
new world under his glorious King Jesns Christ. W 9/1

November 17

And when the dragon saw that he was cast unto the earth,
he persccuted the woman which brought forth the mun child.
—Rcv. 12:13.

The casting of Satan out of heaven by war in the spirit realm
preccedes the millennium. It hastens to a climax the “perilous
times” that were predicted to come “in the last days”. Hence,
more so since A.D. 1918 than before, we find Christendom
filled with people who are “lovers of pleasures more than lovers
of God” and “having a form of godliness, but denying the power
thercof”. (2 Tim. 3:1-5) This is not due to failure of true
Christianity, for it was never meant to convert this present
evil world. Yet dt succeeds in producing the 144,000 faithful
followers of Christ who prove worthy of reigning with him for
a thousand years. Today Jehovah’s witnesses intensely preach
“this gospel of the kingdom”, not in hope of world conversion,
but just *for a witness unto all nations” before the final end
comes upon this world. W 10/1



November 18

Necessity is laid upon me; yea, woe is unto me, if I preach
not the gospel.—1 Cor. 9: 16.

Jehovah's witnesses today, as ministers and preachers of the
gospel, imitate Paul by working as necessary in order not to
burden their Christian brethren with financial support of them
as preachers. But necessity is laid upon them to be ministers
and preachers. By reason of their consecration vow they have
a relation to the Supreme Almighty One that involves duties
higher than those duties springing from any human relations,
80 that they may not love father or mother, son or daughter,
or marriage partner more than God and Christ. As ministers
they all tuke a leading part by going forth and spreading the
gospel message in their community. Because there are more
ministers than can all render appointed services in a company
at one time. only some render these services at a particular
time, just as with the Levites who, because of numbers, served
in rotation at the temple. W 10/15

November 19

Thou art my rock and my fortress.—Ps. 71:8, A.8.V.

By a quick maneuver God kept the crag or rock in the Desert
of Maon between David and his persecutors, so that the pursuers
did not overtake this anointed worshiper of Jehovah. It was
not the mere rock, but his God, that made it safe for David.
(1 Sam. 23:25-29) Ilence David called Jehovah “his rock”
and always sent up his prayer to Jehovalh when danger ap-
peared. He was never shamed with disappointinent. Likewise
it has been with Jehovah's witnesses in this twentieth century.
His name has been upon them for their protection. Time and
again in overwhelming numbers and with superior material
powers their foes have been about ready to close in upon them
to destroy them, But Jehovah has stood as a craglike rock in
between the foes and their objectives. This has only strength-
ened the trust of hig remnant and their good-will associates
in him as their rock to which ever to resort. W 12/15

November 20

And Rebekah arose, and her damsels, and they rode upon the
comels, end followed the man.—Gen. 24:61.

The damsel bridesmaids outnumbored the bride Rebekah and
nicely pictured the “great multitude” of good-will people pre-
visioned by John, at Revelation 7:9-17. They already out-
number the 144,000 ancinted Christians who are rewarded
with membershlp in the heavenly bride class. They are the
same as those pictured by the virgin companions appearing in
Psalin 45:13-15. Since 1918 this virgin-companion class has
accompanicd the remnant of the bride class as these go forth
to meet the Bridegroom. They have lovingly and courageously
shared all the hard experiences and faced the same foes and
perils together with the remnant. For loyal attachinent to the
King's interests this class will be spared through the fight at
Armageddon. After the victorious fight he wiil become ‘“the
Everlasting Father” to humankind, and they will become his
%’;‘Zﬁﬁhlldren’ with hope of eternal life on a paradise earth.



November 21

God visited the nations, to take out of them a people for his
name.~—Acts 15: 14, A.8.V., margin; Rotherham.

From time to time government oﬂicmls in various parts make
claims that Jehovah’s witnesses are controlled by an Ameri-
can organization and that they are spreading American propa-
ganda. However, it will readily be understood by all persons
reading any of the publications of Jehovah’s witnesses as print-
ed and distributed through the Watch Tower Bible & 'Tract
Society, a Pennsylvania corporation in America, that none of
their teachings are nationalistic. They set forth the belief in
God’s kingdom_as the only hope for humankind, That kingdom
is what the witnesses serve, and they look to Christ Jesus as
their Commander and Leader, who is above all nations and po-
litical parties. In different countries Jehovah's witnesses have
formed local organizations or societies. Just because a society
is formed in one particular land, it is no reason to say Jeho-
$h’;;/§vitnesses of that land are French or German or Brazilian.

November 22

Unto yow that hear shall more be given. For he that hath,
to him shall be given.—Mark 4: 24, 25.

Certainly, if we have the hearing ear, if we have appreciation
and a desire to increase in knowledge and to serve Jehovah
God better and further, we will always come to the source
of information, and J ehovah will never fail to give us additional
knowledge. We will study his Word, the Bible, privately. We
will listen to the preaching of his Word. We will go to meet-
ings and study and discuss his Word and service with brethren.
We will go to his Theocratic organization under Jesus Christ as
his_channel and will take advantage of every means and pro-
v1smn for growing in knowledge, wisdom and understanding
and in ability to serve God. True to his promise through Christ,
Jehovah will give us more. With hearing ear we will go after
more, and we will get more, so as to improve our service to
him i)y increased knowledge. W §/1

November 23

If thou wilt be perfect, go and scll that thou hast, and give to
the poor, and thou shalt have treasure in heaven: and come
and follow me.—Matt. 19:21.

This way was the way that Jesus told the rich young ruler
he could make friecnds of the owners of eternal habitations.
To the Pharisces Jesus said: “But rather give alms of such
things as ye have; and, behold, all things [both the inside and
the outside] are clean unto you.” (Luke 11:39-41) Not that
they should make outright gifts of money to the poor, but that
they should use the money principally in spreading the gospel
of salvation to the poor people of the world that these might
thereby gain enduring riches. Such a course will be rewarded
with everlasting abodes with heavenly Friends. Jesus indicated
80 when he said: “Anyone who has given up bouses or brothers
or sisters or father or mother or children or land for my sake
will receive many times as much, and share eternal life.”
—Matt. 19:29, A AT. W 2/15



November 24

Be a good minister of Jesus Ohrist, nourished up in the words
of faith and of good doctrine.—1 Tim. 4:

We recognize all too well that to be perfect or mature servants
of God and of his gospel in Christ we must hold to the in-
spired writings of the Bible. We must study these in order to
become wise to salvation and must preach them to others.
(2 Tim. 3:15-17) If we specialize upon this, how can we at
all dabble in the politics of this world, or try to dictate what
the movie industry shall produce or the cinemas show on the
screen, or act as referees in capital-labor disputes? We simply
cannot. Those things of this world are not our concern. When
on earth, Christ Jesus owned up to no responsibility for the
political conduct of any nation, but said to politician Pilate:
“My realm does not belong to this world.” (John 18:36,
Moffait) Both Jesus and Paul his faithful imitator kept hands
off this world’s running of its affairs and stuck to the ministry
of the gospel. W 3/15

November 25

Pious lives you ought to lead, while you await and hasten
the coming of the Day of God.—2 Pet. 3:11, 12, A.A.T.

How can we hasten the coming of Jehovah’s day of destruc-
tion upon this old world without any subversive action by us
against the nations? We can do so by not joining with the
mockers and scoffers who postpone that day into the indefinite
future, with their idea that God is slow. They delay it in the
minds and viewpoints of men. We hasten it by pointing out
from the Bible and from prophetic fulfillments that it is near,
taking the same viewpoint as Paul when he said: “Knowing
the time, that now it is high time to awake out of sleep: for
now is our salvation nearer than when we believed. The night
is far spent, the day is at hand.” (Rom. 13:11,12) We there-
fore avoid presuming upon God's seeming slowness, but act
promptly and efliciently in view of the shortness of the time
that we know remains before Armageddon breaks out. W 12/1

November 26

It seemed good 10 the holy spirit, and to us, to lay upon you
no greater burden.—Acts 15:28, A.8.V.

If the holy spirit was not an intelligent person, how could
this seem good to it as well as to the conference of Christians?
How could such impersonal spirit and those men decide the
matter? In this way: Peter, Paul and Barnabas had done
their works among Gentiles by the power of God’s spirit. To
support their work, the disciple James under guidance of the
holy spirit quoted Amos 9: 11, 12. Amos, whose prophecy was
being fulfilled, had spoken and written as he was moved by
God’s spirit. Accordingly, what was good and proper in the
light of these operations of the holy spirit became plain, and
the holy spirit thus helped in deciding the matter. The Christian
conference did not decide the matter for itself, apart from what
the spirit showed was GQod’s deciding will. (1 Cor. 2:10-13)
Like those Christians, we can profitably learn things from the
way the spirit operates. W 6/1



November 27

Has not the potier with his clay the right to make from the
same lump one thing for exalted uses and another for menial
ones? Then what if God . . . has shown great patience toward
the objccts of his anger, alrecady mpe ]‘or estruction?
—Rom. 9:21,22, A.A]

Paul justifies God’s right to destroy some and to mercifully
save others on the grounds of his right as a Creator. He made
all mankind of the same human lump. It is a merey by him
to let us come into existence. No man tasting this mercy can
complain against the Creator because of the condition in which
he was born or because of the opportunities either denied him
or set before him. God owes no creature anything. He can dis-
pose of any creature the way he wants in harmony with his own
justice. As a potter dashes to pieces a vessel that does not
please him, in the same way God the Creator can dash to pieces
all those nations and organizations that do not please him
?‘gte;gt/l}ey have been given fair warning and full opportunity.

November 28
Thou shalt worship the Lord thy God.—Matt. 4: 10.

Because Jehovah alone is the Supreme One and is the
Almighty One, he is a God to his Son Jesus Christ. The Son
therefore worships, adores and serves Jehovah God. In the
forty days of temptation in the wilderness Satan the Devil
came to Jesus and promised him all the kingdoms of this world
and their glory if he would worship Satan. But Jesus told Sa-
tan to get hence and quoted to him Deuteronomy 6:13: “Thou
shalt fear Jebhovah thy God; and him shalt thou serve.”
(A.8.V.) Jesus thus made it erystal-clear to Satan the Devil
that He was determined to keep on worshiping Jehovah as his
God. Later on he told the Samaritan woman at the well that
he worshiped Jehovah. He showed her the difference between
himself and her people, the Samaritans, by saying: “Ye wor-
ship ye know not what: we know what we worship: for salva-
tion is of the Jews.” (John 4:22) What Jesus worships is,
not himself, but God. W 3/1

Neovember 29

We are not the men to shrink back and be lost, but to have

faith and so to win our sculs.—Ileb. 10: 89, Moffatt.

Having thus stated the need for faith and expressed our
determination to display it, Paul then devotes chapter eleven
of Iebrews to an account of feats of faith by men of ancient
times who received witness of God that they pleased him for
their faith. The apostle then says: *“Wherefore seeing we also
are compassed about with so great a cloud of witnesses, let us
lay aside every weight, and the sin which doth so easily beset
us, and let us run with patience the race that is set before us.”
(12:1) 8o, then, no stopping for us, with danger that a relapse
into sin will follow! But, laying aside all other weights to our
proper progress, let us advance to maturity. Let us press on
to perfection, showing patient endurance during the long run
and trying to make the best speed DPossible toward the prize for
unwavering faith, the eternal saving of our souls in the new
world. W 6/15



November 30

Sodom and Gomorrah and the ncighboring towns which like
them indulged in immorality and unnatural vice stand as a
warning, in undergoing the punishment of cternal fire.
—Jude 7, A.A.T.

For whom are Sodom and Gomorrah an example of warning?
Peter answers: “Unto those that should live ungodly.” (2 Pet.
2:6, A.8.V.) Let those who sneak in and try to defile God’s
holy organization beware. Those Sodomites were destroyed for
burning with desire to defile the flesh of Jehovah’s holy angels.
So these img)ious, ungodly persons are under doom to eternal
destruction just as complete as if accomplished by fire and
brimstone. May all of God’s sincere people take warning and
not consider even momentarily the enticements of such doomed
persons who sneak in with devilish cunning. In the hope of
eternal salvation to be realized in the new world may we all
resist such persons and so avoid their fate, by defending and
contending earnestly for the faith once for all delivered to

God’s saints, W 7/15

December 1
I...will yet praisc thee more and more.—~Ps. T1:1}.

Wisely we organized and equipped ourselves to praise Jehovah
God and his Christ. We cannot now take our ease, leaning
back on the past years of praising Jehovah. No; and neither
do we fear what the enemies threaten and may attempt to do.
We resolve to praise yet more and more the God who pre-
serves and delivers us, yes, to add more praise to all the past
fears of praise to him; to praise him more than ever, and the
onger we praise him to praise him all the more. No matter
how long we live, we can never tell the number of his aects
of deliverance of us individually and as an organization. We
can never tell to the full all about his righteousness and the
salvation that he performs for us and for all who turn from
this world and give their faithful allegiance to Jehovah’s king-
dom by Christ Jesus. So we are decided that our mouths shall
tell of his goodness all day long. W 12/15

December 2

That they may all call upon the name of Jehovah, to scrve
him with onc consent.—Zeph, 3:9, A.8.V.

Speaking one language, the “pure language” of the truth, from
one end ot the earth to the other, Jehovah’s witnesses during
1948 piled up a mighty ‘heap of witness’ to the honor and
glory of Jehovah's name. Again they have proved themselves
to be a society of ministers. They have faithfully preached the
good news of God’s kingdom to millions of persons and have
shown what the ‘joy of all the people’ really is. They realize
it pays to be different from this old world. The broad way
down which the world is fast traveling leads to destruection;
the new way, God’s way, into which they have entecred, leads
to eternal life. They have learned of God’s kingdom and the
blessings it holds, and it is their keen desire to share in these
blessings and bring praise to the Lord God forever. All over
the earth it is said by them: “I will sing praises unto thee
among the nations.”"—Ps. §7:9, A8.V. W 1/1



December 8

If therefore ye have not been faithful in the unrighteous
mammon, who will comng’t‘kto Igmﬁ trust the true riches?
—Luke s 11,

Note that comparison which Jesus makes between the unright-
eous mammon and the true riches. True riches are not the ma-
terial things of this world. They are the enduring riches, name-
ly, the Kingdom truth and the privilege of serving as a pro-
claimer and distributor of such truth that brings salvation to all
receiving and living up to it. God’s service with these “true
riches” is higher than that of using whatever material wealth
we_ have. Of course, we must be faithful in using such earthly
riches in God’s service, because, otherwise, he will not commit
to us the superior riches of the truth and its continued service.
God treats us in harmony with the rule that, if we are not
faithful in what is of less or least importance, we will not
display ourselves reliable in what is of much value and im-
portance.—16:10, W 2/15

December 4

If any cne intendeth after me to come, let him deny himself and
take up his eross, and be following me~—Matt. 16: 24, Roth.

Jesus’ words prove that merely getting into the saved condi-
tion now by taking the preliminary steps is not sufficient. Be-
sides that, we must follow him, that is, keep following him, and
by doing so we must demonstrate that we have indced left all,
even close dear relatives, houses, lands, and other earthly riches
and possessions, to keep on following him till the ‘“world to
come” is reached. (Luke 18:18-30) There must be no turning
back. Peter ignorantly tried to get Jesus to turn back from the
course which led to his death on a torture stake outside of
Jerusalem. But Jesus refused to turn back. It would have
been turning back to destruction. Jesus knew that to try to save
his human life which he came to lay down would mean to
lose his eternal future life. W 4/1

December 5
Of his own will begat he us with the word of truth.—Jas. 1: 18.

Peter says God begets the 144,000 again to a living hope
*by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead”. He also
says they are begotten again of incorruptible seed, but “by the
word of God, which liveth and abideth for ever”. He says “this
is the word which by the gospel is preached wunto you”.
(1 Pet. 1:3,23,25) God the Father begets them again by
his spirit, or active force, but this begetting must be in con-
nection with his word which has been written down and which
lives on and is {l)reached till this day. For the 144,000 to get in
intelligent touch with God they must get a knowledge of his
Word of the gospel. This Word must be preached or presented
to them, that they may know God’s purposes and the glorious
heavenly opportunity that he sets before 144,000 from among
mankind. For them to be begotten again to the heavenly hope
God sends them his Word as well as his spirit. W 4/15



December 6

And thou shalt speak my words unto them, whether they will
hear, or whether they will forbear.—Ezek. 2: 7.

The_situation in the world today invites us to preach, and
blessed are we if we accept and act upon the invitation. It
comes from countries, lands, states, counties, provinces and
territories where there is a necd for Kingdom publishers. But
more than an invitation, a command comes to us from God:
“Let them hear, and say, It is truth. Ye are my witnesses,
saith Jehovah.” (Isa. 43:9,10, A.8.V.) Aye, let the people
hear, of all nations, kindreds, tribes, and tongues. Many, in-
deed, will refuse to hear. It is not to be expected otherwise,
because neither did they hear Jesus the Son of God himself.
(John 15:20) It is not the general unresponsiveness of people
that determines what we are to do, but the divine command.
And in this end of the world, when Christendom is to be de-
stroyed as Jerusalem was in Ezekiel's day, God’s command
comes to us as it did to Ezekiel. W 5/1

December 7

He gave unto Moses . . . two itables of testimony, tables of
stone, written with the finger of God.—Ew. $1: 18.

Though papyrus paper was at hand in IEgypt, the writing
upon stone or upon clay tablets was not at once broken off with
Moses. The first writing that Jebovah God directly committed
to him through an angel was on stone tablets, upon which the
“finger of God” had inscribed the Ten Commandments. God's
finger wrote, not in cuneiform nor in hieroglyphics, but in the
ancient proto-Hcbraic alphabet. That was the living alphabet
among the Israelites then; and the law given on Mount Sinai
was to be read widely by the Israelites, {:articularly the Levites,
and was to be understood by all Israel. That written record was
to continue on in the Hebrew alphabet, the characters of which
would undergo some changes simplifying their outline, so as to
be read in unbroken sequence by Hebrew and Christian scholars
down to our own day. W 7/1

December 8

It was of these, too, that Hnoch the seventh from Adam prophe-

sied, when he said, Behold the Lord comes with myriads of his

holy ones, to exeoute judgment upon all, and to convict all,
ude 14, 15, Moffatt.

Jehovah’s coming to judgment is here foretold. His chief holy
one is the Messiah, Jesus Christ, to whom he has committed all
judgment. Jehovah sends him as His judicial Messenger to the
temple for judgment proceedings. Hence, as represented in this
holy Judge, Jehovah comes and judges by him. Seeing we are
in the time of this judgment and the day of execution of sen-
tence draws near, Jehovah lets that ungodly class become
manifest and engage in their ungodly works and speeches. In
this way he can convict them of all such ungodly practices
against his name, his kingdom, and his faithful witnesses. Do
not be surprised at their appearance all about us. 'This “time of
the end” is when iniquity was foretold to_abound. We should
take comfort that their end is foretold and is near. W 8/1



December 9

These things be tcaching and exhorting :—If anyone doth other-

wise teach and doth not adhere to healthful discourses—those

of our Lord Jesus Christ, and to the teaching that is decording

to godliness, he is beclouded, . . . but is diseased.—1 Tim. 6: 2-4,
Rotherham.

Jesus by his faithful course on earth unlocked the “mystery
of godliness”. The things he taught by word and action were
“healthful discourses”; they were teaching which accords with
codliness. They lead to spiritual health which both profits us in
this life and works for our profit in the life to come in the
righteous new world. Christendom’s religious leaders, politicians
and social guides agree with what Paul says all through his
letter about practical godliness, but the facts show they do not
teach and practice what he says. They are not spiritually
healthy, but are mentally “discased about questionings and
word-battles”. A form of godliness has no power to save and
give health. It does not hide Christendom’s corrupt, dying con-
dition any more. W 9/1

December 10

Grade up the highway, clear it of stones; raise a signal over
the peoples.—Isa. 62: 10, ‘:i

All kingdom appointments come from Jehovah, and it is he
that made the great ro%al Signal to stand up on Mount Zion
A.D. 1914, (Matt. 20:21-23) The cleansed and anointed rem-
nant are the ones commanded to ‘lift up a signal to the peoples’.
Inasmuch as Jehovah installed the Signal, Christ Jesus the
King, upon Mount Zion, how can they lift up or raise the
Signal? They can do it by exalting the King with praise and
giving him prominence above all human rulers. This they have
been doing since 1919, aud are continuing to do it before all the
peoples of all nationalities by preaching the good news of God’s
kingdom as established in 1914 with Christ Jesus in the throne.
By the gospel message they make Jehovah’s royal Signal con-
spicuous and ecall all peoples’ attention to it. So they fulfill
the King’s prophecy at Matthew 24:14. W 1/15

December 11

Unto each one of us was the grace given according to the
measure of the gift of Christ.—Lph. 4:7, AS.V.

Seeing that the spirit and its manifestations are a frece gift
through Christ, none has a reason to complain bccause one
manifestation of it is given to us and it differs from that given
to others. Women have no reason to complain because of the
manifestations given exclusively to the men. The God of crea-
tion measured the women better than they themselves can.
He took their measure in Eden and created Eve accordingly,
after Adam. The Christlike attitude is to be thankful for what-
ever manifestation of the spirit is conferred upon us as in-
dividuals. Then cultivate such gifts of the spirit as you have,
making fullest use of them. What if others have manifestations
you do not yet have or may never have? Such gifted ones are
Christ’s present to the congregation., So try to get the most
benefit from such gifted orethren. Enjoy their services. They
were given for your profit. W 9/15

Ty BV )



December 12
Behold, a king shall reign in righteousness.—Isa. 32:1.

What a king for the nations of earth to have for a thousand
years! A king that can do the humanly impossible, namely, rid
mankind of the unrighteous, oppressive visible organization and
destroy the wicked invisible powers responsible for it and oper-
ating it, namely, the mighty dragon Satan and all his demons!
And the “nations” over whom this Liberator King will begin
hig millennial reign will be his “other sheep”, the “great multi-
tude” out of all nations, kindreds, people and tongues. These now
accept the Kingdom gospel and forsake the beast and the false
prophet and all this doomed world, and they follow the Good
Shepherd, God’s Lamb, who can shield and spare them and
bring them alive through the battle of Armageddon. They will
see all the visible signs marking the binding and abyssing of
Satan the Devil, and they will know that not for a thousand
years will he be around again to try deceiving the nations.
—Rev. 20:3. W 10/1

December 13

Forsake me not, O @Qod, when I am old and grey; thet 1 may
tell the rising gencration of thy sirength and thy might.
—Ps. 71: 18, Moffait.

0Old age and gray hairs do not cause Jehovah God to dismiss
his faithful remnant from service or to forsake them. His
prophecy on the last days of this world assures the Christian
organization : “I will pour out my spirit upon all flesh [young
and old]; and . . . your old men shall dream dreams.” (Joel
2:28) In Bible times the old men were made ambassadors, so
that to be an ambassador meant to be old. (2 Cor. 5:20; Eph.
6:20) Quite so, God causes the remnant of the Christian or-
ganization in its old age to see fulfilled the dreams his prophets
gaw in ancient times, and also to be his ambassadors to de-
liver the final message of reconciliation at this end of the
world. He has honored his anointed organization in its old
%%g}% serving as ambassadors of his established kingdom.

December 14

And if ye have not been faithiul in that whick is another man’s,
who shall give you that which is your ownf—Luke 16: 12,

What we have belongs in reality to another, to the great
Giver, Jehovah God. If we selfishly abuse or misuse what he
entrusts through Christ to us as stewards now; that is, if we
are untrustworthy and unfaithful in that which is another’s,
how or why should he commit to us that which would be for-
ever our own as his children in the righteous new world? Whom
will God clothe upon with immortality in the resurrection, thus
giving them life within themseclves? Certainly not any members
of his church if they have not proved trustworthy on earth in
that which is God’s now, especially by right of purchasing ug
by the ransom sacrifice of his Son. Neither will he grant eternal
life in the new world to his “other sheep” of today if they do
not prove faithful in the use of what he commits to them at
this end of the world. W 2/15



December 15

The spirit of the Lord Jehovah is upon me; because Jehovah
hath anointed me to preach.—Isa. 61:1, A.8.V.

The prophecies of Jehovah’s Word foretold the time coming
when his minigters would be restored upon the earth and would
gerve him in all parts of the globe. In this restoration the spirit
of the Lord God would perform its part. The anointed Jesus
was Jehovah’s Chief Minister. He restored Jehovah God to his
true and rightful place in the hearts and lives of his conse-
crated people, His followers, anointed with the same spirit
from the day of Pentecost forward, became ministers of Jeho-
vah because they became ministers of Christ Jesus and imitated
him. During the centuries following the death of Christ’s
apostles the ministry to Jehovah God was ignored by those who
proclaimed themselves Christ’s followers. After those many
centuries we have 8 final fulfillment of the prophecy. The spirit
has been poured out in these last days for the restoration of
the ministry to Jehovah God. W 3/15

December 16

Qodiiness s profitable for all things, having promise of the lifc
which now is, and of that which is to come.—1 Tim. 4:8, A.8.V.

If godliness is as profitable as that, then it is a means of
gain, indeed. And it really is. By what other way could we gain
forgivenesss of sin and the peace of mind this brings? Also the
relationship with God as his children and servants, and the
joy, knowledge, protection, care and provision, and the priv-
ileges of service, all due to godliness. These are all things of
the present life. Do not think, though, that godliness does not
proﬁt us also physically now. It safeguards us against all the
ills, excesses, expenses and dangers to which worldliness ex-
poses us. Pursuing it, we avoid the way of sexual sins and all
the physical disease and deterioration it means. As for physical
exercise, with all ils benefits to the body, think of all the motion
in Jesus’ life. W 9/1

December 17

In the last time there shall be mockers, walking after their own
ungody lusts. These are they who make separations, sensual
[natural, animal), having not the spirit.—Jude 18,19, A.8.V.

Contrary to the unifying work that God is carrying on among
his people all over the carth, the mockers use various means
to create divisions and to set up distinctions among His people.
There is no true show of spirituality about them, but they are
animal like other natural men. Although God has poured out
his spirit upon his faithful remnant in the flesh, the mockers
have not received that outpouring of spirit. (Joel 2:28, 29)
So there is no burning with zeal for God’s service about them.
They assault us with abuse, they stir up strife and contention
in companies to produce div{sions and to distract us from God’s
witness work. They do not gather with the Lord of the harvest,
but scatter. This neither promotes love of God nor wins love
from him. W 8/1



December 18

Then shall the righteous shine forth as the sun in the kingdom
of their Father—Matt. 13: 43.

Jesus Christ held fast to his ministry of God, down to a
martyr's death. If we would keep on following in his steps,
we must likewise hold on to our ministry to God. Particularly
so now, at this end of the world, when Satan and his angels
have been cast out of heaven. We must do so, for a special
ministry ie laid upon us now that Jesus Christ has been en-
throned in the newborn kingdom of God. Now, in fulfiliment
of Daniel 12:3 we must be wise and shine as the brightness
of the firmament, and must remain righteous and turn many
others to rlghteousnoss and thus shine as stars. We must watch
to avoid the coils of the dragon’s tail that has cast a “third part
of the stars” down to this defiled earth. (Rev. 12:3,4) Let
Christendom’s clergy go over to the ministry of the United Na-
tions. We as Jehovah’s witnesses will hold fast to the min-
istry of “this gospel of the Kingdom”. W 10/15

December 19

He will raise a signal to the nations, and will gather the outcasts
of Israel.—Isa. 11:12, A.A.T.

Christ’s being raised up on the throne to rule now in the
midst of his enemies is the divine signal for us to preach. We
know it is the right time to do it and that this is the only
right thing to do! Since A.D. 1919 the anointed remnant have,
with their comparatively few numbers, obeyed the command
and lifted up the Signal to world-wide conspicuousness by
preaching the Kingdom gospel. Multitudes from among the peo-
ples of earth have seen the signal. They have come from the
ends of the earth and converged upon the King Christ Jesus,
the Signal on Mount Zion, and have united in pledging him
their allegiance as Jehovah’s anointed Commander to the peo-
ples. With self-denial and loving devotion to Jehovah’s king-
dom, they unite in exalting his King and making him known
to all peoples. We want the Signal of salvation to be beheld
by all. W 1/15

December 20

The Lord will execute his sentence rigorously and swiftly
on the earth.—Rom. 9: 28, A.A.T.

We know what God’s work for now is, and we see it progress-
ing, moving ahead irresistibly on earth. We know it will be a
short work, because of the rigorousness, the dispatch and the
zeal with which God causes it to be carried out. God is “from
eternity to eternity”, and, by the way he counts time, he is now
moving very speedily. His time of merciful paticnee, already
exercised thirty years since 1918, will expire shortly. The day
of the final outburst of divine wrath will be upon this world
like a thief for suddenness, and it shall pass out forever. The
new heavens and new earth will be here, and those who have
appreciated God’s goodness and taken full advantage of h1s
p.mence will enter into the enjoyment of that new world.

“while waiting for this, make every effort to be found by hun
unstained, irreproachable, and at peace. Look upon our Lord’s
patience as salvation.”—2 Pet., 3:14,15, AAT. W 12/1



December 21

He that loveth pureness of heart, {{or the grace of his lips
the king shall be his friend.—Prov. 22:11.

Christ Jesus the King will not want any self-righteous
money-lovers around him in his domain, for he abominates
them and will never take them into his everlasting habitations.
(Ps. 101: 6-8; Luke 16: 15) Now that the Kingdom is at hand,
is it not high time to think of making and keeping the best
kind of friends, using all we have at our disposal to that
end? Is it not time to use wisdom and foresight, now that the
old world is failing with all its transitory things and a new
world without end is at the door? The King Christ Jesus, and
the heavenly Father Jehovah God, who gave him the King-
dom, are possessors of eternal abodes. Be wise. Do not serve
mammon, but serve them. They will not be unjust to forget your
loving service. (Heb. 6:10) Make them your everlasting
Friends, and live forever in the homes they will open to you
with a loving welcome. W 2/15

December 22
Rejoicing in hope.—Rom. 12: 12.

The spiritual remnant know they are in line for the Kingdom
because they have fulfilled the preliminary requirements in
God’s Word. It is not a matter of feeling. It is a matter of hoPe,
a matter of God’'s testimony to a person through His revealed
Word. The remnant he has begotten by his spirit to be his
spiritual children, and by his Word which he has revealed to
them they know what their hope is. In harmony with their
“living hope” of eternal life in the heavenly kingdom all pros-
pects of life on earth under the Kingdom have faded from their
minds and desires. They look forward confidently to Christ’s
receiving them to a place with him on the throne by resurrect-
ing them from the dead. (Titus 8:7; 2:13) They confidently
confess their hope to all that ask of them a ‘“reason of the
hope that is in you”, but they do so with mecckness and fear
lest they should prove unfaithful and unworthy before the
prize is won.—1 Pet. 3:15. W }/15

December 23

Which of you convicteth me of sin?—John 8: 46, A.8.V.

Knowing his own origin and his own perfect righteousness,
Jesus said these words to his accusers. His disciples, instead of
convicting him of sin in the least thing, testify to his un-
blemished perfection and innocence. Writing to those who had
their sins removed through faith in Jesus’ sacrifice, Peter
wrote: “Ye were redeemed . . . with precious blood, as of a
lamb without blemish and without spot, even the blood of
Christ: who did no sin.” (1 Pet. 1:18,19; 2:22, A.8.V.)
By reason of offering to God an acceptable sacrifice, his own
perfect human life, Jesus Christ became God's High Priest for
the fallen human race estranged from God by sin. By virtue
of his perfection he was a suitable Iigh Pricst for us: “Such a
high priest we nceded———godlg, blameless, unstained, removed
from sinful men.,” (Ieb. 7:26, A.A.7.) Hence, “Be you recon-
ciled to God! For him who knew no sin, he made a sin-offering
on our behalf.”—2 Cor. §: 20,21, Diaglott. W 5/15



December 24

He who searches the hearts, knows what is the mind of the
spirit, because according to God it intercedes on behalf of
saints.—Rom. 8:27, The Emphatic Diaglott,

Because we do not understand the prophecies and prophetic
prayers, we do not know exactly how to express ourselves and
the right thing for whiech to pray. If we understood the
prophecies and the immediate purposes of God, we should pray
for just that. But God knows hiy times and seasons, and he
knows wkat is written down in his Word through his spirit.
He knows how such written things apply to us and when. He
knows what is the mind of the spirit, or what is the meaning of
those spirit-inspired prophecies and prayers, and he lets these
intercede for us. He accepts these as being what we should
like to ask and pray for, and he accordingly fulfills them. After-
ward he reveals to us by the power of his spirit how these
prophecies have been fulfilled toward us, and we see that it is
just what we should have asked for, had we known and under-

stood. W 6/1
December 23

The gospel which 1 was called to serve.—Eph. 3: 6,7, Moffatt.

The thing with which Paul carried on his public work was
the gospel as founded on God’s written Word and as preached
by Jesus Christ. Today, like Paul, Jehovah’s witnesses act sep-
arate from all the religious organizations of Jewry and Chris-
tendom. They are not ministers of the hundreds of confusing
religions of Christendom. They are in_the same classification as
Paul and other early disciples, namely, “ministers of the gos-
pel.” It is with the gospel exclusively that they work. It is this
gospel, and not the wisdom and religious idecas of men, that
they teach privately and preach publicly. It is with this gospel
that they are trained, They are instructed and built up in
Christian faith with it. Acquaintance with this true gospel,
then a dedication of themselves to make it known to others,
is what makes them gospel ministers. They reject the religious
traditions of Christendom as “old wives’ fables” and as pro-
fane.—1 Tim. 4:7. W 3/15

December 26

Yea rather, blessed are they that hear the word of God,
and keep it~—Luke 11: 28, A.8.V.

Blessed, indeed, are the hearing ears today! Blessed, indeed,
are our ears because of hearing what God has made possible
to hear today, things not perceived by human ears since the
beginning of the world, things that kings and righteous men of
ancient time did not hear. 1t is because He has now set up in
the heavens the promised government of his beloved Son, Jesus
Christ our Ranscmer. When on carth the Son preached the
Kingdom and let the people hear, and thus he unstopped many
ears spiritually by putting the gospel into them. Mary’s virgin
privilege of being the human mother of the Son of God born as
a man was blessed, indeed. But Jesus named a blesscdness
surpassing that of the motherhood of the human Son of God.
It 1s the blessedness of all whose cars hear the word of Jeho-
vah God and who wisely keep it and preach it out to other
ears.—Luke 11:27,28, W §/1



December 27

Pray in the holy spirit, and keep in the love of God.
—Jude 20, 21, Al.)A.T.

We cannot build ourselves up in faith and keep in God’'s
love apart from prayer. We are told to pray “in the holy
spirit”. This we do when we pray in harmony with the things
which God grants us_to see in his Word by the power of his
spirit. Praying according to our flesh like natural men of this
world will not get any answer from God. Jesus, when filled
with God’s spirit, taught us how to pray. All of God’s Word
written under inspiration of his spirit shows us what to ask in
prayer. We will pray to be filled with his spirit, knowing he is
more pleased to give this to his children than earthly parents
to give good things to their children. His spirit is an effec-
tive protection against the influence of this world and the
religious scoffers of the times, If we pray in the holy spirit our
%ag/e;s will disclose a right heart condition. God loves that.

December 28

Never be scared for a second by your opponents; your fearless-
ness is a clear omen of ruin for them and of your own salvation.
—Phil. 1:28, Mofatt.

The more active we are about our heavenly Father’s work,
the more we can expect the world to frown and oppose. But
why let that dishearten us? There is no use in trying to get
on the favorable side with this world. We cannot please it and
our God at the same time. So we should never be fearful about
speaking the truth, but should present it whether in season or
out of season to ourselves. Jesus told us the world would not
believe us. The thought of that should not cause us to slack our
hand, but should nerve us to face an unappreciative world and
to seek his “other sheep” and to appreciate all the more what-
ever of them we do find by preaching the Kingdom. Press on,
then, in your individual expansion work, because if we all do so
together, then there will be tremendous expansion results on
the part of the organization as a whole. W 8/15

December 29

He . . . gave gifts unto men. For the perfecting of the saints,
unto the work of ministering.—Eph. 4:8, 12, A.S.V.

Do not begrudge others the measure of grace imparted to
them. It is frce. For that reason the outward expressions of the
spirit are different with different individuals, according to God’s
wisdom. Bat all the spirit’s operations through the various
ones is for the common good. God appointed some to be apostles,
some prophets, others evangelists, others spiritual shepherds,
others teachers. Why all this variety? In order to train, coach
and fit the entire congregation for its work of ministering God’s
Word to others; yes, in order to build up the entire congre-
gation in faith, ixope and love. The very variety of gifts makes
for the broadening and enrichment of the congregation, and for
the proper balancing of its various members that it may not
lack in any part but be able to meet any particular need or
emergeney. W 9/15



December 30

Should not I spare Nineveh, that great cily, wherein are more
than sizscore thousand personsf——Jonah }: 11.

God mercifully spared the Ninevites because of the faith in
the message of doom and repentance. But Jonah was displeased
that God continued to show them long-suffering and patience
beyond the forty days. He wanted their instant destruction. But
God’s mercy meant the salvation of more than 120,000 persons
that could not “discern between their right hand and their
left hand”. In the second century after Jonah Nineveh’s doom
was pronounced and then executed by God; but the Ninevites
of Jonah’s day were spared by God’s tender regard for their re-
pentance. They pictured the “great multitude” of good-will of
today. In Jehovah's sparing the Ninevites we can see a reason
for his sparing Christendom and the rest of the nations since
1918. His wisdom so direets his actions that these qualities
of mercy, patience, and forbearance toward the wicked are not
misspent, but result in salvation of some. W 12/1

December 31

1 will sing praises unto thee among the nations.
—Ps. 57:9, AR.V.

The people of God’s mercy have become different and peculiar
in the world’s eyes because they are determined to serve the
only living gnd true God. They have become his chosen people.
They bave heralded forth his message of righteousness; and
thousands of others have heard in these last days of the Devil's
organization an¢ have sought refuge within God’s organijzation.
They cannot sing the praises of the worldly nations, single or as
United Nations, nor of any sect or religion, for all these are
exposed by God’s Word as being idolatrous. They have the
Lord’s Word and in it they find God’s instruction to praise him
and thus gain eternal life. By faithfully preaching they save
themselves as well as others who hear them. (1 Tim. 4:16)
From God they receive his holy spirit and go forth speaking
the truth, a “pure language”, as it were. W 1/1
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