





















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Friday, February 6
Come out of her, my people,
save your lives, every man of
you, from the Etemal’s burn-
ing wrath—Jer. 51: 45, Mo.

Babylon’s plagues are de-
struction, fiery and final. (Rev.
18: 4, 8) Her organization will
never be resurrected or raised
up from her destructive bap-
tism of fire. If this is her
plague, and if those who re-
main in her share it, how can
we contend that those individ-
uvals undergoing fire baptism
with her will rise in the res-
urrection of mankind? We
cannot do so Scriptarally. The
plain statement is that the fate
of individuals remaining with-
in the organization is the same
as that of the organization
itself, If the individuals return,
the organization will; but if
the organization does not, nei-
ther will the individuals once
within it. The way to salvation
is flight now, before its fall.
Israelite captives in ancient
Babylon were instructed to flee
that wicked system. (Isa.
52:11) Revelation 18 :4 shows
the same instruction holds true
at the time of greater Baby-
lon’s fall. W 6/1 3

Saturday, February 7

Stand fast, and do not let
yourselves be confined again
in a yoke of slavery—Gal.

: 1, .

Having gained freedom from
the bondage that grips man-
kind, a stout fight cnsues to
retain that relative freedom
which the truth brings us.
This means pursuing a new
and clean course away from
the deadly system of bondage
found in the old world so-
ciety. We must resist the sinful
ways of the flesh and take up
the new way of freedom,
which means to embrace
righteousness and become obe-
dient to God’s will. “Do you
not know that if you keep pre-

senting yourselves to anyone
as slaves to obey him, you are
slaves of him because you obey
him, either of sin with death
in view or of obedicnce with
righteousness in view?” (Rom.
6:16, NW) We have served
long enough as bond servants
to the Gentile nations in per-
forming deeds of loose conduct.
But now that liberation has
come let us for the rest of our
days live with a_higher objec-
tive in view, that of being
pleasing servants to our God.
551 Pet. 4:2,3, NW. W 7/15
23a

Sunday, February 8

For whoever wants to save
his soul will lose it; but who-
cver loscs his soul for my sake
will find itﬁMatt. 16: 25,

To gain salvation we must
find out what God’s will is for
us as expressed in his Word
and then do it. This is going
to take courage, faith and =a
strong conviction based upon
a knowledge of God and his
purposes. Therefore the study
of the Bible and the helps
which God is now providing,
and which helps alone point
to God’s kingdom as the only
hope of salvation, is very nec-
essary. Just as the servants of
God in past times had to draw
courage from their convictions
and demonstrate it cven to
death in many cases, so with
us today. We must therefore
prove for ourselves that God is
right, and stick to it. What
if it does cost our present life?
The issue is: Do we want to dic
on God’s side assured of a
resurrection and endless life
in perfection in Jehovah’s
kingdom or die condemned and
executed of God as a rebel on
the Devil’'s side without any
hope of life in the future? Je-
hovah is now giving all the
privilege of choosing life or
death. W 4/1 23,24a



Monday, February 9

I will incline mine ear to a
parable! I will open my dark
saying uporg 9the harp.—Ps.
An interesting manner of
inspiration was that which
accompanied the playing of
musie. Some may reason that
the playing of the harp or
musical instrument was in or-
der to quiet and compose the
mind of the prophet that he
might better receive the im-
pressions of God’s spirit. But
evidently it was for prophetic
illustration, because the harp
is symbolically used to repre-
sent the means of sounding
forth harmoniously, impres-
sively and with more power the
message of God. After anoint-
ing Saul, Samuel told him
that as a sign that God was
with him he would meet a band
of prophets with musical in-
struments and that he would
prophesy among them. What
Saul said among the prophets
may not have been predictions
of things to come but only
praises to God; still it was
done under the influence of
God’s spirit.—1 Sam. 10:5,
6,9,10, AS. W 4/15 15,16

Tuesday, February 10

The whole world is lying in
the power of the wicked one.
—1I John §5:19, NW.

While at Eden time Satan
was disempowered and legally
divorced from God’s organi-
zation, this did not mean that
he was banished from being
present upon the earth where
he could influence the develop-
ment of civilization toward
his own selfish ends or from
his associating with angels in
heaven. From the conversa-
tion bhetween Jehovah and the
expelled sham sovereign, Sa-
tan, as recorded at Job 1:6-12,
we can see that he had earthly
interests with fallen mankind

requiring his supervision as an
invisible self-constituted over-
lord. Having made himself in-
dependent by what he thought
was a successful break from
God’s government, from then
forward Satan as a mimie
sovereign sought to empower
many different kinds of govern-
ments of his own design over
fallen mankind. From his first
attempt in establishing a king-
dom at Babylon in Nimrod’s
time to the present all the
many nontheocratic govern-
ments have been of his inven-
tion and authorization. W 5/1

I

Wednesday, February 11

Who hath directed the spirit of
Jehovah, or being his coun-
sellor hath taught him? Be-
hold, the nations are as a dro

of « bucket.zésa. 40: 13, 15,

The distances between the
superior and the inferior de-
termine the degrees of su%e—
riority and of inferiority, By
his very position the superior
is an independent one and
therefore has no rule or law to
follow except such as he should
bind upon himself. In an
organization where Jehovah
God is the superior, the dis-
tance between the superior
and the inferior is extremely
great, absolute, in fact., This
means that Jehovah God is in
position to dictate laws and
make rules of conduct govern-
ing practically every minute
detail of the actions of his
servants. This is so because as
inferiors his servants are total-
ly dependent upon him for life
and all its associated blessings.
While it is safe and desirable
to dwell under a paternalistic
government where Jehovah is
the absolute superior to be
feared, yet in the field of
(Caesar’s governments this is
dangerous and leads to great
oppression, W 6/15 9,10



Thursday, February 12

Seek ye Jehovah, . . . scck
righteousness, scek meekness:
it may be ye will be hid in
the day of Jehovah’s anger.
—Zeph. 2:8, AS.

Today, besides the 144,000
congecrated underpriests there
are hundreds of thousands who
see the privilege of dedicating
themselves to God through his
High Priest, placing them-
sclves at God’s disposal to do
with as he wills, However, God
does not will to conseccrate
them and anoint them to priest-
hood with Christ according to
the new covenant. He assigns
them to live on earth in the
new world., So they will remain
on earth, to which paradise
will be restored. In view of
this God will even carry an
unnumbered ‘“‘great crowd” of
them safely through Arma-
geddon, in order that humanity
may continue on earth with
an unbroken existence from
the start and forever. To en-
joy any possibility of surviving
Armageddon into the endless
new world, it is necessary that
each one take the initial step
of dedicating himself to God
through Christ. W §/15 32

¥riday, February 13

Really, woc is me if I did not
declare the good news!
—1Cor.9:16, NW.

All of Jeboval's witnesses
have shepherding responsibili-
tics in their respective terri-
tories, where there are many
lost and sickly prospective
other sheep that have to be
lovingly tended. If this con-
dition is due to negligence in
caring for any of these sheep
put in our custody by the great
Owner, Jehovah God, we shall
be held respousible for the

lives of such ones. (Ezek. 3:
17-19) But if we try to help
these wayward ones now with
God’s, message of life and if
In spite of our efforts Satan
the roaring lion devours them,
then we are free from responsi-
blhty. for such destroyed pro-
spective sheep. Like Jesus and
the apostles the faithful under-
shepherds today earnestly
discharging their ministry will
have the satisfaction of seeing
the preservation of a vast
multitude of Jesus’ other sheep
whom they have been privi-
leged to find, aid and protect
111‘111t0 everlasting life. W 7/15
a

Saturday, February 14

Let your will come to pass, as
in heaven, also upon carth.
—2Matt. 6:10, NW.

By this prayer Christians
agree to limit their own free
wills in harmony with the will
of God. This means that what-
ever revelations of divine will
are made clear to them, they
are to govern their actions
accordingly. Diligently they
seek greater knowledge and
appreciation of His will from
bis Word and earnestly set
about to adjust their actions
in conformity to that right
will of God. For example, it
is now God’s will that His
witnesses declare the name of
Jehovah throughout all the
inhabited earth. It is also His
will for his established king-
dom to proceed to break in
pieces all the kingdoms of this
old world in the battle of Arma-
geddon just ahead. Who are
we to resist his will? Rather,
we hasten to adapt our lives
and affairs in full harmony
with His will that it may
ever be performed on earth as
in the heavens, W 7/1 16,17a



Sunday, February 15

To me, . . . this undescrved

kindness was given, that

should declare to the nations

the good nmews—HEph. 3:8,
NW.

Neither Paul nor any other
of the human family deserved
such kindness from God. But
stil Paul was shown such
love and was given the oppor-
tunity to declare good news
concerning God’s love to the
nations and to make known the
majesty, the power and the
wonderfulness of the Creator
and his Son. He came away
from the bondage of that old
system of things in which he
had lived, and now for the first
time he had freeness of speech
through knowledge of Jehovah.
What Paul learned about God’s
revealed purposes through
Christ Jesus gave him confi-
dence to do his work, through
his faith. This faith was never
shaken. His trials, tribulations
and buffetings were many ; still
he was faithful until death. He
was a man of integrity. Paul
is an inspiration and a good
example for us to follow, be-
cause he himself followed in
the footsteps of Christ Jesus.
W 1/1 3,4

Monday, February 16

Let the young children come
to me and do not try to stop
them.—Luke 18: 16, NW.

Here Jesus is unequivocally
advocating a Christian train-
ing for the young of God-
fearing parents. Christian
parents will heed this injunc-
tion. They will not bring upon
themselves condemnation as
does the world which tries to
stop children from following
after Christ. We need only to
mention the shameful practice
in many countries where Cae-
sar’s educational authorities
expel well-behaved children of
Jehovak's  witnesses because

they cannot couscientiously
salute national flags. (Iix. 20:
4,5) In spite of misunder-
standings and opposition Je-
hovah’s faithful people and
their children will continue
to obey God’s law first. (Acts
5:29) As part of their true
worship to Jehovah God Je-
hovah’s witnesses will render
this duty toward God by pay-
ing back what belongs to him
and resist the Caesars who
have no authority to interfere
with Christian rights of paren-
tal education in Biblical ways
and commands.—Luke 20 : 25,
NWwW., W 1/15 5

Tuesday, February 17

Not like Cain, who originated
with the wicked one and
slaughtered his brother. And
for the sake of what did he
slaughter him? Because his
own works were wicked, but
those of his brother were
righteous.—1 John 3: 12, NW.

In unquestionable terms the
Bible testifies that Jehovah
God has been against interfaith
from beginning to end. From
the time true and false worship
first appeared side by gside.
Jehovah has accepted the true
and rejected the false. He did
not sanction interfaith by look-
ing with favor upon botk
Cain’s and Abel’s worship.
Abel’s animal sacrifice showed
recognition of his need of a
sin-atoning sacrifice; it pre-
figured Christ’s death as a
ransom. Cain’s bloodless offer-
ing was empty formalism., Even
after correction from God the
hurt religious pride of Cain
would not let him copy Abel's
acceptable way of worship by
offering a suitable animal.
which was close at hand for
use. He murdered Abel instead.
(Gen. 4: 3-8, Yg; Heb, 9: 22
Who showed intolerance?
Abel? Jehovah? Neither; it
was the false religionist Cain.
W 2/1 3



Wednesday, February 18

Once thow didst speak in
vision to thy faithful one.
—Ps. 89:19, AT

It appears that when a
prophet received a vision, the
impression of the revelation,
utterance or picture of God’s
purpose was made upon his
conscious mind. During such
period of consciousness when
the prophet was wide awake
the active force of God would
‘bear along’ or superimpose
the divine impressions so viv-
idly upon the mind of the
prophet that he could clearly
recmember every detail. It
seems the vision was then left
for the prophet to describe in
his own words under super-
vision of the unerring spirit
of God. To the extent that the
prophet was left to his own
words of description and ex-
pression, he was not a mere
automaton or robot, but had
the divine guidance in order
to express truthfully the things
shown to him so vividly. The
very fact that all the prophets
wrote their prophecies and
revelations in their own vary-
ing styles bears this out. W
4/15 17

Thursday, February 19

Choose life, . . . by loving the
Eternal your God, obeying his
voice, and holding fast to him.
—Deut. 30: 19, 20, Mo.
New world living is so much
better that it defies comparison
with this present life. We
should dedicate all, hold back
nothing, in pursuit of the
course that will gain it for us.
We should appreciate that it is
not the sincere following of a
form of worship as some ortho-
dox religious organization sees
it, but that it is the sincere do-
ing of God's will set forth in
his Word, the Bible, that
will set us in the course of
new world living. In this

day of judgment, when Christ
the King divides the peo-
ple of all nations as a shep-
herd separates the sheep from
the goats, we should appreciate
that all persons are fixing
their cternal destiny. Whether
on_the basis of what they are
doing or are not doing, they
are choosing either life or
death. (Matt. 25: 31-46) Now
is the time for choosing. Is
your choice for life or for
death? What answer does your
c)ourse of action give? W 3/15

¥

21a

Friday, February 20

But if we would discern what
we ourselves are, we would not
be judged.—1 Cor.11: 31, NW.

It was to help the early
Christian congregation at Cor-
inth to discern the Lord Jesus
Christ’s body and to promote
peace and unity among them
that Paul drew lessons from
the meaning of the Memorial
emblems, Today, as a result
of this discernment of the
Lord’s body at Memorial time
all the sheep, the remnant and
the great crowd of other sheep,
are vigorous, healthy and en-
ergetically alive to God’s
service as witnesses to the
universal sovereignty and name
of Jehovah. Because of the
correct discernment of the
body they are at peace and
harmony with one another
even though dwelling in
worldly nations that are at
war with one another for the
domination of the earth, If
the hundreds of millions of
“church members” and clergy-
men of Christendom discerned
the body of the Lord Jesus
Christ and eonducted them-
selves accordingly as Jehovah's
witnesses have done during the
past two world wars, there
would have becen no such
global conflicts nor the threat
of a third one plaguing them
now. W 2/15 9a



Saturday, February 21

Sh’ziu without mercy or pity.
(@] men, young men and
maidens, little children and
women—strike them all dead!
But touch no one on whom s
the mark.—Hzek. 9: 5,6, AT

In harmony with the illus-
tration of the sheep and goats,
the above scripture shows but
two classes, those marked for
preservation and the unmarked
ones appointed to destruction,
none being spared on account
of age or sex. Note that in this
picture the ones preserved are
those who did “sigh and cry
for all the abominations” done
in the land in reproach of
Jehovah’s true worship. In the
parable of the sheep and goats
the ones preserved showed fa-
vor toward Christ’s brothers.
In both cases the ones de-
stroyed were those who re-
mained indifferent or neutral
as well as opposers. Christ
Jesus, during the judgment

eriod when he was on earth,
aid down the principle for
such times: “He that is not
on my side is against me, and
he that does not gather with
me scatters.” No room remains
for a third class. W 6/1 5a

Sunday, February 22

AU things, therefore, that you

want men to do to you, you

also must likewise do to them.
—Matt. 7: 12, NW,

A dedieated Christian is not
called to live to himself but is
invited to enter with his fellow
Christians into the united serv-
ice of the Lord God. He is
expected to use more than
common decency in his associa-
tion with others. He must use
good sense and demonstrate
his love for the brothers in
his local congregation. In fact,
the entire Christian Greek

Scriptures are full of rich
counsel as to a Christian’s con-
duct toward his fellows,
Christian cannot be self-willed,
have his own way in the con-
gregation, or show no con-
sideration for the feelings of
his associates. Definitely as to
fellowship, we have a series
of wise restrictions to our safe
relative freedom. These limita-
tions in the exercise of our
free will work well for us not
only as to our present hap-
piness but also as to our
securing a place in God’s
eternal household organization.
W 7/1 Ta

Monday, February 23

For he was awaiting the city

having real foundations and

the builder and creator of

which is God.—Hedb, 11: 10,
NW.

Satan displayed due respect
for Jehovah’s power by com-
plying with God’s order that
he was not to lay hands on
the man Job himself. (Job 1:
12) He was taking no chances
of needlessly arousing Jeho-
vah’s far superior forces. All
this was reducing the sham
sovereign to a helpless inferior
and demonstrated that his
control on earth was not all-
embracing. In fact, he merely
controlled those parts where he
had blinded the inhabitants
with his false religions and had
kept them in line by means of
his various makeshift govern-
ments. Never has he enjoyed
undisputed control and power
over all mankind, because at all
times there have been those
who have clung to the truc
worship of Jehovah God and
who have looked forward to a
restoration of a divine, sov-
ereign-empowered government
over all the earth, W 5/1 18



Tuesday, February 24

Men of Nineveh will rise up
in the judgment with this gen-
eration and will condemn it;
because they repented at what
Jonah preached, but, look!
something more than Jonah is
here—Matt. 12: 41, NW,

‘What Jesus meant was that
the Jews of his day were con-
demned by the example of the
repentant Ninevites, who heed-
ed a mere man such as Jonah,
whereas the covenant nation
of Jews would not heed even
their Messiah. Before their
judgment period was over,
those Jews were literally con-
fronted by Gentiles like the
Ninevites who repented and
became part of the bride of
Christ. The Jews judged them-
selves unworthy of life. Abel
did not have to be alive for
his blood to ery out from the
ground in condemnation of
Cain, and his course of in-
tegrity and the record of it
speaks, even though Abel is
dead. Similarly, the course of
the Ninevites, and the record
of it, could rise and speak in
condemnation of the Jews dur-
ing their judgment period back
there. W 6/1 19

Wednesday, February 25

Moses said : “Jehoval God will
produce for you from among
your brothers a prophet like
me. You must listen to him.”’
—Acts 3:22, NW.

A prophet or a prophetess is
one used to utter propheey. In
Hebrew the word for prophet
is nahvi. In very early times
prophets were sometimes
known as scers. (1 Sam. 9:9)
However, the Bible refers to
all men used by God through
whom prophecies have been
transmitted regardless of time
in history as “prophets”’. In
Biblical times there were three
orders of prophets: first, those

spoken of as general prophets;
second, the line of the proph-
ets; and third, the prophets
referred to in the Christian
Greek Seriptures. In the group
spoken of as general prophets
we find such men as Enoch,
Noah, Abraham, Aaron, Mosecs
and Jesus. All these were
mighty spokesmen of Jehovah
in their day, used to utter
sacred pronouncements of
world-shattering importance.
Their prophecies have been re-
corded for us and are of great
significance today, W 4/15 5

Thursday, February 26

Do not give up in doing right.
But if anyone is not obedient
to our word . . . keep this onc
marked, stop associating with
him, that he may become
ashamed. And yet do not be
considering him as an enemy,
but continuc admonishing him
as a brothe]n—% Thess. 3: 13-

, N

So, then, all of us in the
congregation of Jehovah have
a responsibility toward those
that may be disorderly. All of
us in the congregation must
keep on doing right for the
benefit of the others. We may
be able to benefit some that
are a little disorderly. We keep
on doing the right thing, re-
gardless of their course of
action, but if they keep on
going in the wrong way they
must be marked. We must stop
associating with them, because
they are not clean. They are
not working in the defense of
Jehovah’s name and his Word.
They are not working in the
interest of building up this
body in love. They are working
against the organization, How-
ever, we do not have to be
hasty about the matter. There
is always a possibility that
these persons will repent,
changing their course of ac-
tion. W 8/1 6



Friday, February 27

Concerning @ stranger, . . .
when he shall come and pray
toward this house; hear thow
in hecaven thy dwelling place,
and do according to all that
the stranger calleth to thee
or—1 Ki. 8: 41-}3.

When we prayerfully ded-
icate ourselves to God to do
his will from then on and
forever in whatever realm of
life God may choose for us,
does God in the high heavens
really hear us, or pay atten-
tion? His Word assures us that
he does, and we must exercise
faith that he does, so as to
hold us to our decision. When
Cornelius and his fellow hear-
ers accepted Peter’s message
and silently exercised faith in
their hearts, thus dedicating
themselves to this new belief,
God observed and poured out
his holy spirit upon them,
conveying to them the gift to
speak prophecies. King Solo-
mon at dedicating the temple
prayed for God to hear the
stranger of good will who
would pray to him, directing
his prayer toward the holy
temple. Today, Jechovah God
is hearing such prayer on the
part of multitudes of strangers
of good will. W §/15 8a

Saturday, February 28

They mired with heathen men

and learned their 1ways, and

worshipping their idols were
ensnared.—Ps. 106: 35, 36,

Mo,

The Israelites did not heed
the command against inter-
faith and intermarriage with
the demon-worshiping heathen
in Canaan, and as a result
they were oppressed and en-
slaved and were no longer
effective in Jehovah’s service.
They compromised and made
compacts with the native in-
habitants of the Promised
Land and failed to root out

and utterly destroy demon re-
ligion ; rather they came under
bondage to it. Therefore Je-
hovah said: “I will not drive
them out from before you;
but they shall be as thorns in
your sides, and their gods shall
be a snare unto you.” (Judg.
2:3) Because of their unwise
tolerance of false worship the
Israelites were pierced with
thorny demonism and snared
by false gods. Even Israel’s
wisest human king was unable
to ignore with impunity Je-
hovah’s counsel against en-
tangling alliances with the
heathen. W 2/1 7

Sunday, March 1

“And I will by no means call

their sins and their lawless

deeds to mind any more.” Now

where there is forgiveness of

these, there is no longer an

offering for sin.—~Heb. 10: 17,
18, NW.

If, to gain remission of our
daily sins, Christ’s sacrifice
has to be renewed and repeated
often, then it would mean
that the “new covenant” would
also have to be renewed by a
sacrifice afresh of the Savior.
If one sacrifice did not hold
good for sins, it did not hold
good for the new covenant
according to which God for-
gives sins and remembers them
no more. (Luke 22:20) But
such a renewal of the new
covenant is unscriptural. The
inaugurating of the old Mosaic
law covenant foreshadowed the
inaugurating of the new cov-
enant by the glorified Jesus
at Pentecost A.D. 33. The old
law covenant was not inaug-
urated and renewed every
year with fresh sacrifices. The
one set of sacrifices which
Moses offered at Sinai sufficed
for the entire life of that law
covenant. Likewise the new
covenant needs no renewing
by fresh sacrifices,—¥ebh. 9:
17-20. W 2/15 19



Monday, March 2

Pay constant attention to your-

self and to your teaching. . . .

for by doing this you will save

both yourself and those who

listen to you.~—1 Tim. }: 16,
NW.

Jehovah’s witnesses today
are interested in one thing
no one else is interested in,
and that is the preaching of
the good news of the Kingdom
in all the world for a witness.
Not only are they interested
in doing this themselves, but
they have interest in training
others for ministerial work.
They know this means the
salvation of others. This train-
ing work will not let up either,
because Jehovah’s witnesses
will continue to “say to the
prisoners, Go forth”. (Isa.
49:9) Why should lovers of
righteousness stay in the old
world and go down with it at
Armageddon and die for an
eternity when they have the
opportunity of pulling away
from this system of things and
of enjoying life in a new world
of righteousness? People are
hearing this good news and are
heeding it. W 1/1 11,19,20a

Tuesday, March 8

We became gentle in the midst
of you, as when a nursing
mother cherishes her own
children.—1 Thess. 2:7, NW.

The disciples imitated their
Master by also showing great
love and consideration for
children. Peter used properly
trained children as an example
of obedience. He showed how
the precious promises of the
new world come also to the
children of Christians. (1 Pet.
1:14; Acts 2:39, NW) Paul
counsels to cherish children
and that parents should love
their children dearly. (Titus
2:4, NW) The apostle John

in writing one of his letters
included children in his ad-
dress. (2 John 1, AW) Both
Paul and John refer to Chris-
tians as a whole as “little
children”, (Gal. 4:19; 1 John
2:1, ) So we see that
children and their innocent
ways came in for considerable
attention in the days of Jesus
and the early congregation.
Who are we, then, as God-
fearing people in this twen-
tieth century mnot to give
careful heed to the training
of children and their associa-
tion in our congregational
midst? W 1/15 4

Wednesday, March 4

I will never again curse the

soil because of man, though

the bent of man’s mind may be

evil from his u;zry 'y,outh.—Gen.
’

‘We know that the curse on
the ground was lifted following
the Ilood, because centuries
later it is recorded: “The
whole basin of the Jordan was
well watered everywhere . . .
like the Lorn’sS own garden.”
(Gen. 13:10, AT) Certainly
there could be no curse on the
soil of the Jordan basin if it
could be compared to Eden.
And when the spies reported
on the land promised to the
Israelites they could truth-
fully declare: “It surely does
flow with milk and honey.”
(Num. 13:27, AT) Nor does
this sound like a land that was
cursed, which could only pro-
duce thorns and thistles and
wild plants: “The Lorp your
God is bringing you info a fine
land, a land with streams of
water, with springs and pools
. . . lacking nothing.” “A land
for which the LorD your God
cares, the eyes of the Lorp
vour God being continually on
it.”—Deut. 8:79; 11:10-15,
AT. W 3/15 11,12



Thursday, March 5

“Separate yourselves,” says Je-
hovah, “and quit touchmJ the
unclean thmg "—2 Cor. 6: 17,

The organization of God
must be maintained intact, it
must be kept clean, by all
those who are in the congrega-
tion. Bear in mind that it is
up to those who are servants
of the company to sce that it
remains that way, and if any-
one in the company is not
clean, not working in the in-
terest of God's kingdom and
his brothers, then he should be
removed. They are doing the
removed one a benefit, because
he might be ashamed as a
result and get baeck into line.
They arc doing the right thing
in God’s sight by putting him
out of the congregation because
he is unclean., By this pro-
cedure God’s visible organiza-
tion will remain clean ough
the coming battle of Armaged-
don, on into the new world.
Anyone who wants to live in
that new world will have to
live according to the principles
of Jehovah God, as set down
in His Word, for we must
hecome imitators of God. W
3/1 9b

Friday, March 6

Irlec out of the midst of Bab-
ylon, and save every man his
life; be not cut off in her
iniquity : for it is the time of
Jehoval's vengeance. —Jer,
, AS.

Those who are disturbed by
the view that the destruction
ut Armageddon is final should
remember several points,
First, if Jchovah destroyed
everyone at Armageddon there
would be no injustice involved,
since none have any inherent
right to life. Second, the wit-
ness work will be done to the
extent God deems necessary
for separating all peoples.
Third, the division is not com-

pleted yet, the judgment per iod
not over. It is not the unfin-
ished division now existing that
counts, but the finished one
that obtains at Armageddon’s
start, Though we are in a
judgment period, we need not
view as finally destroyed all
who die from various causes
prior to the execution of judg-
ment at Armageddon. Some of
Jehovah's people may even die
during Armageddon because
unable to endure the ordeal;
but the vast majority will be
“the slain of the Lorp” who
will remain dead forever. W
6/1 24a

Saturday, March 7

You will be witnesses of me
both in Jerusalem and in all
Judea and Samarie and to the
most distant part of the earth.
—Acts 1: 8, NW.

Before his ascension into
heaven Jesus gave his Chris-
tian followers the right by
commission to preach conecern-
ing Christ Jesus in every part
of the earth. This places a
duty upon all earthly rulers
and the peoples in general to
permit these ministers to ac-
complish their commission. To
have this Christian right to
preach Christ recognized by
the Roman government, Paul
appealed his case up to the
supreme court of the empire
located in Rome. Referring to
this legally establishing of the
right to preach the good news
Paul says, all of you being
sharers with me in the unde-
served kindness both in my
prison bonds and in the defend-
ing and legally estabhshlng of
the good news.” (Phil. 1:7,
NW) For this reason Chris-
tian ministers today insist on
their rights to preach the King-
dom message in all countries.
Furthermore, no individual
Christian can prevent another
Christian from asserting his
right as a minister, W 7/1 22a



Sunday, March 8

A little yeast ferments the
whole lump.—Gal, 5:9, NW.

Christ Jesus in unmistak-
able terms showed that he
wanted no interfaith movement
with the clergy of his day. In-
stead of joining with them he
told his followers: “Be on the
alert and watch out for the
yeast of the Pharisees and
Sadducces.” Seeing that his
disciples were confused and
thinking of literal loaves with
yeast in them, Jesus enlight-
ened them as to the meaning of
his pictorial language: “ ‘How
is it you do not discern that
I did not talk to you about
loaves? But watch out for the
yeast of the Pharisees and
Sadducees.” Then they grasped
that he said to watch out, not
for the yeast of the loaves, but
for the teaching of the Phar-
isees and Sadducees.” Jesus
also said: “Watch out for the
yeast of the Pharisees, which
is hypocrisy.” This yeast of
false religion is a great danger
to the Christian. So the true
faith stays aloof from con-
taminating interfaith moves.
—Matt., 16:6,11,12; Luke
12:1; 1 Cor. 5:6, NW. W
2/118

Monday, March 9

My reason [for writing] s
that certain men have slipped
in who [are] ... turning the
undeserved kindness of our
God into an excuse for loose
conduct—Jude 4, NW.

Such men certainly should
be reported to any company
that they are drifting around
in, because these slipped in
only for the sake of loose con-
duct. Ifor the safety of all our
brothers and sisters in the con-
gregations round about they
should be reported. That does
not mean that individually you
should write a lot of letters

and say a lot of bad things
about them, of what they have
been doing. The fact should be
reported that this man was at
one time with us, but because
of his course of action he has
been disfellowshiped, and the
reasons why should be given
very briefly. Otherwise, it may
be that we would be accused
of libel or slander and we
might get ourselves into difii-
culty. But our brothers may be
warned of that individual. He
is no longer allowed to be one
of us, because we want to
protect the organization, the
i%ngrcgation of God. W 8/1
a

Tuesday, March 10

I was in the city of Joppu
praying, and in a trance I saw
@ vision.—Acts 11:5, NW.

The trance is akin to visions
and dreams. It appears that
while in a state of deep con-
centration of mind or in a
sleeplike condition the active
force of God superimposes a
picture of his purpose or a
vision upon the mind of the
one so0 entranced. As in the
cases of straight visions and
dreams the inspired one is
left to describe the vivid reve-
lation in his own words or
expressions. There is the ex-
ample of Peter who while very
hungry fell into a trance where
he realistically saw “some sort
of vessel descending . . . ,
and in it there were all kinds
of four-footed creatures and
creeping things”. (Acts 10: 10-
16; 11:5-10, NW) The slight
variations Peter makes in the
two accounts of this trance
indicate that he was left free
to express himself in his own
words. Another case of a reve-
lation given by a trance is that
of Paul while he was prayiug
in the temple in Jerusalem,
E)Acts 221721, NW. W }/15



Wednesday, March 11

Taking bread, he gave thanks
and brake and gave to them,
saying: This is my body, . . .
And taking the chalice, he gave
thanks and gave to them, say-
ing: Drink ye all of this. For
this is my blood . . . , which
shall be shed—Luke 22:19;
Matt, 26:27,28, Dy.

If Jesus had meant that the
bread had been turned into his
flesh, he would properly have
said, ‘Do this in sacrifice of
me.’ Instead, he said to do it
“for a commemoration of me”,
Note also that Jesus indicated
that the liquid in the chalice
was still literal wine, for he
said: “I will not drink from
benceforth of this fruit of the
vine,” mnot, drink henceforth
of this blood. Another fact
which shows it was not his
blood is that Jesus said: “This
is my blood . . , which
SIALL BE shed.” This plain-
ly shows his blood was not
there being shed by transub-
stantiation, but indicated a
future time, namely, when
Jesus hung on the torture
stake at Calvary. So by his
words Jesus did not mean the
bread and wine were his own
flesh and blood. W 2/15 13,14

Thursday, March 12

You shall raise this taunt-song
against the king of Babylon.
—Isa. 14: 4, Mo.

Fully 150 years before Jeru-
salem lost its national sover-
eignty to the Gentile nation
of Babylon, Isaiah prophesied
the taunt song recorded in
chapter 14 of his prophecy. It
was against the king of Baby-
lon, who was described as a
‘hewer down of fir-trees’, mean-
ing a killer of God’s true
worshipers. (Isa, 61:3) The
king of Babylon, Isaiah fore-
told, would exalt hig_throne
above the stars or princes of

God’s typical theoeracy and
would overthrow this sover-
eign government by completely
subjugating it. He having
gained this ascendancy as a
world ruler, God’s judgment
would come and the king of
Babylon too would be cut
down like a tree and all men
would see his humiliation. All
this came to pass upon the
ruling dynasty of Nebuchad-
nezzar, the conquering king of
Babylon. He in turn symbol-
ized the greater king of Baby-
lon, Satan the Devil, who even-
tually will be totally defeated
and cut down to annihilation.
W 5/1 7a

Friday, March 13

When you make o vow to God
do not delay in fulfilling it;
for he has no pleasure in fools!
What you vow, fulfil!—Eccl.

< 4y .

After dedicating yourself in
faith to God hold your word
saered, inviolable. Your vow to
be his and to do his will is for-
ever binding. Let dedication be
your personal step, of your own
decision. Parents cannot do it
for you. Be sure that you have
calculated the cost of taking
this step, so that you are de-
termined to keep on in this
way to ultimate success, cost
what it may now and in the
future. Impress your dedica-
tion to God upon your own
heart by publicly symbolizing
it with water baptism in
obedience to Jesus Christ, to
help you never to forget it. Be
certain that God, who eannot
lie and who loves no lie, holds
you irrepealably to your vow.
Remember that those who are
“false to agreements’” “are de-
serving of death”. (Rom. 1:
31,382, NW) Living the ded-
icated life faithfully accord-
ing to God’s will assures you
of everlasting life in the new
world. W 5/15 11,12b



Saturday, March 14

Pay back Caesar’s things to
Caesar, but God's things to
God—Mark 12: 17, NW.

Christians today find them-
selves confronted with two
superiors. This situation is not
new. During the first century
A.D., they were similarly
situated; and so were the
Israelites after 607 B.C., when
they lost their national sover-
eignty. In all three instances
the oue superior is an assumed,
temporary, tolerated superior-
ity, that of the limited supe-
riority of man-made Caesar
governments. The other supe-
rior is the genuine unlimited
superiority of Jehovah God.
Jehovah’s witnesses today are
clearly able to determine their
legal relationships and duties
to the two sets of governing
superiors, both of which bring
obligations upon Christian in-
feriors. Their legal position is
invincible. This is by reason of
their being heirs of the many
sound legal doctrines and prin-
ciples recorded in the Serip-
tures and of the many legal
precedents of Biblical cases
which are currently applicable.
W 6/15 1a

Sunday, March 15

If the Son sets you free, you
will be actually free.—John

During his ministry Jesus in-
troduced a freeness of thought
and speech that had vanished
from the earth by his time. He
was no part of the world even
though he was in it. By his
words and his actions he dem-
onstrated a freeness of speech
that cheered the hearts of men.
His sayings were not based on
any old false religious tradi-
tion. What he taught he did
not learn in the schools of his
day. He learned it by studying
the Hebrew Scriptures, by

comisunicating with God in
prayer and by dedicating him-
self to doing his Father’s will.
He was a man free to say the
things that were true and
righteous and an honor to
Jehovah’s name. He was free
to do things that would bring
praise to his heavenly Father.
He restored pure worship of
the Most High God. He con-
demned hypocrites and false
religions with their idol wor-
ship. All the persons in the
congregation of God must have
this same freedom of thought
1a131d expression. W 1/1 10, 11.

Monday, March 16

And Jesus went on progressing
in wisdom and in physical
growth and in favor with God
and men.—Luke 2:52, NW.

‘When a child Jesus himself
received a proper sound Bibli-
cal education. His Judean
mother Mary and his foster
father Joseph of the house of
David gave him the customary
Jewish upbringing of the day.
As a youth in his early teens
Jesus continucd to render hon-
or and obedience to his earthly
parents in complete godly sub-
jection. In these formative
years he grew wholesomely in
wisdom and physieal stature.
At the same time he studied
the Hebrew Scriptures and
aiprenticed as a carpenter.
(Luke 2:47; Matt. 13:55)
Of this early period of his
human existence it is written :
“And he went down with them
and came to Nazareth, and
he continued subject to them.”
Nowhere in Jesus’ later life
does he speak disapprovingly
of the principles and customs
used for his rearing in divine
favor. Christian parents today
will likewise train their chil-
dren according to Biblical high
standards. W 1/15 6,2



Tuesday, March 17

A man takes this honor, not
of his own accord, but only
when he is called by God, . ..
So, too, the Christ did not
glorify himself by becoming @
high priest, but was glorified
Ly him swho spokc with refer-
cnce to him: “You are my
Son; ioday I have become
vour Fathcr)'—Meb. 5: 4,5,
NW.

Did Jesus make himself
(Yod's High Priest to offer sac-
rifice as Aaron did and to
rule as the ancient priest Mel-
chizedek @id? 'The scripture
above answers No, That was
not Jesus’ privilege, even
though he was God’s holy Son.
Before Jesus’ time men who
tried to consecrate or appoint
themselves to the priesthood of
Israel received due punishment
from God for their presump-
tion. Call to mind the cases of
Korah and of Kings Saul and
Uzziah. Jesus was not of the
tribe of Levi nor of the priestly
family of Aaron. So he did
not presume to install himself
in the royal priesthood like
that of Melchizedek and thus
dictate to God what his will
for Jesus should be to satisfy
some personal ambitions. W
5/15 12

Wednesday, March 18

Be as free people, and yet
holding your frcedom, not as
a blind for moral badness, but
as slaves of God. Honor men
of all kinds, have love for the
whole association of brothers,
te in fear of God—1 DPet.
2:16,17, NW.

We are a free people. We
1may use our minds the way we
want to. We are not coerced
or forced or browbeaten into
the course of action we take,
hut we have been made free
because of Christ’s purchasing

us, That is why Peter said,
“Be as free people.” Do your
thinking, but as an imitator of

od, for you are free to think
along the lines that are based
on truth. The wicked world
will take you into the grave;
the truth will give you life.
Keep the congregation of our
brothers clean. We cannot
come into this organization
with reservations for the sake
of moral badness. We are not
free to do things we want for
the gratification of the flesh.
We are in this congregation
for a purpose, to honor Je-
hovah’s name and his Word.
W 3/1%

Thursday, March 19

The wunbelicving husband s
sanctified in relation to his
wife, and the unbelieving wife
is sanctified in relation to the
brother; otherwise your chil-
dren swould really be unclean,
but now they are holy.—1 Cor.
7:14 NW.

The principle of family re-
sponsibility also works in re-
verse, in what might be called
family merit. Israelite first-
borns were spared in the tenth
plague because the family
heads obeyed Jehovah’s com-
mand to spatter the Passover
lamb’s blood on the doorposts.
Rahab’s wise course resulted
in the preservation of her
family. 1t was partly out of
regard for Abraham that his
nephew Lot was favored, and
the angels that visited Sodom
were, for Lot’s sake, going to
allow him to take his relatives
to safety with him. Their re-
fusal and subsequent destruc-
tion shows that there must be
co-operation with the family
head if family merit is to be
realized. 1n this regard, Paul's
words above quoted are of
special intercst to parents in
these last days. W 6/1 9a



Friday, March 20

I therefore exhort first of all
that supplications, prayers, ...
be made . . . concerning kings
and all those who are in high
station—1 Tim. 2:1,2, NW.

It appears from the context
that the kings and others in
high station refer to rulers of
the worldly nations and others
highly placed in public affairs.
‘When Paul wrote to Timothy
the above words, between A. D,
61-64, seditions in Jerusalem
and all Palestine were brew-
ing, and soon thereafter pre-
cipitated the war with the
Romans that led to the horrible
destruetion of Jerusalem A, D.
70. The Christians did not
participate in these seditions,
did not have political prej-
udices and ambitions, but
were interested only in peace
and calm in which they could
preach the gospel. They were
out to overthrow no govern-
ment, but would leave that to
Christ Jesus in his due time.
Until then, they could pray
for peaceful administration of
public affairs that would be
conducive to “a calm and quiet
life with full godly devotion”,
—1 Tim, 2:2, NW., W 6/15
14,16a

Saturday, March 21

Shepherd the flock of God
among you.—1 Pet. 5:2, NW.

All you ministerial servants
in the congregations, are you
taking the oversight seriously
as a mature servant of God?
Do you aceept your duties as
such an appointed servant
eagerly in your love of God
and your fellow Christiansg?
Are you efficiently feeding
Jesus’ sheep from the right
spiritual food which Jehovah
%rovxdes so richly on his table?

o you make efforts to aid
the spiritually sick ones and
the spiritually poor ones to

regain their spiritual health
and wealth thac they may be
strong members of your local
preaching band of witnesses?
Are you protecting them to the
best of your ability from the
attacks of the demons and
Satan? If one strays away do
you make an effort to recover
this lost sheep? If the modern
undershepherds can answer all
these questions in the affirma-
tive, then they are measuring
up o their theocratic respon-
sibilities as exemplified by the
shepherds Jesus and the apos-
tles. W 7/15 12,13a

Sunday, March 22

As newborn infants, form a

longing for the unadulterated

milk belonging to the word.
—1 Pet. 2:2, NW.

We should eat and digest
and assimilate what is set be-
fore us, without shying away
from parts of the food because
it may not suit the fancy of
our mental taste, The truths
we are to publish are the ones
provided through the discreet-
slave organization, not some
personal opinions contrary to
what the slave has provided
as timely food. Jehovah and
Christ direct and correct the
slave as needed, not we as in-
dividuals. If we do not see a
point at first we should keep
trying to grasp it, rather than
opposing and rejecting it and
presumptuously taking the po-
sition that we are more likely
to be right than the discreet
slave, We should meekly go
along with Jchovah’s thco-
cratic organization and wait
for further clarification. Theo-
cratic ones will appreciate
Jehovah's visible organization
and not be so foolish as to pit
against Jehovah's channel their
own human reasoning and sen-
timent and personal feeling. 7
2/1 11a



Monday, March 23

The loaf which we break, is it

not a sharing in the body of

the Christ?~—1 Cor, 10: 16,
NW.

So, then, a person who par-
takes of the bread at the
Memorial must discern or ree-
ognize that there is such an
orgamzatlon or congreg’\tlon
as “Christ’s body”. More than
that, he must by testing or
scrutinizing himself prove to
himself that he is a member of
Christ’s body, that he is a
member of that congregation of
Christians who are dedicated
to God completely, begotten by
him as his spiritual children,
anointed with his holy spirit
to be preachers and joint heirs
with Jesus, and faithfully
holding to Jesus as the one
Head of their congregation or
Body. So doing, he then con-
fesses by eating the Memorial
bread that he also partakes of
the “body of the Lord”, that
is to say, he is a member of it.
Thus he does not eat hypocrit-
ically or without discernment
and so does not incur divine
judgment against himself. W
2/15 34

Tuesday, March 24

Man’s ways are always right

in his own eyes, but the BEter-

nal has the vcrdict on his life.
—Prov, 21:2, Mo.

The road thought right might
nonetheless lead to death,
and the mere thinking that it
is right does not allow one to
escape the consequences of a
wrong course. ‘A fool is sure
that his own way is right:
sensible men will listen to ad-
vice.” (Prov. 12:15, Mo) The
inexhaustible source of sound
advice is God's Word, and
Jehovah’s true servants on
earth heed it and declare it,

and sensible ones hear it and
conform to it, but fools con-
ceitedly press on in their own
stubborn way. ‘“Man thinks
out many a plan, but ’tis the
Eternal’s purpose that pre-
vails.” (Prov. 19:21, Mo)
Jehovah’s purpose is to give
life to those who obey him, not
to those who obey themselves;
and it is his purpose in this
matter of salvation that will
prevail. So it is not mau’s
sincerity in his own ways that
counts for life or death, but
it is Jehovah’s will in the
matter that settles the verdict.
W 3/15 16a

Wednesday, March 25

O Danicel, shut up the words,
and seal the book, even to the
time of the end. -Dan 12: 4.

This indicates that prophe-
cies are scaled until the phys-
ical facts appear that begin
to fulfill them. So the rule
seems to be reasonable and
certain that prophecies cannot
be understood until they are
in coursc of fulfillment or
until they have been fulfilled.
Jehovah as the great Inter-
preter makes known the mean-
ing of his revelations in his
due time, and speculation by
men cannot bring to light the
true meaning of prophecy be-
fore time. Jehovah has pro-
vided a channel, the “faithful
and discreet slave” class, who
are given spiritual ‘“food at
the proper time”, and this
spiritual food includes the
understandings of the proph-
ecies in the course of their
fulfillments. As fast as the
“superior authorities” Jehovah
and Christ Jesus reveal the
interpretations through their
provtded channel that fast do
God’s people publish them the
world over to strengthen the
faith of all lovers of righteous-
ness. W 4/15 19a



Thursday, March 26

Depart ye, go ye out from

thence, touch no unclean thing ;

go ye out of the midst of her;

cleanse yourselves, ye that bear

the vessels of Jehovah.—Isa.
52:11, AS.

There are two organizations
in the world today. One is
God’s and the other belongs to
the Devil, the ‘“god of this
system of things’. Jehovah
God is very much interested in
keeping his organization clean
and separate from this evil,
wicked world in which we are
now living. He has a reason
for this. His servants belong
to him, they stand for his
name, they stand for his Word,
and they stand for clean wor-
ship. The whole purpose of
bringing his servants, his peo-
ple, into an organization is to
keep them clean from the
Devil’s organization. As long
as we walk in the way of the
Devil's_ crowd we cannot re-
main clean. So God has built
his own organization. This
organization that Jehovah God
is now building up for the
vindication of his name and
word is built up on love. W

3/11,3

Friday, March 27

Are they not all spirits for
public service, sent forth to
minister for those who are
going to inherit salvation?
—Heb. 1:14, NW.

Just as Satan wielded no
theocratic, sovereign-granted
power over God’s true wor-
shipers prior to Jesus’ time, so
in the days of Jesus and the
early Christians Jehovah has
had caretaker angels to pro-
tect his people from Satan.
Thus in spite of Satan’s iron-
like governments and their
strong powers of persecution
Jehovah’s people in all ages

have stood apart and survived.
Even today all those who form
the nucleus of the New World
society, both the anointed rem-
nant and those of the other
sheep, have in fact come out
from Babylonish bondage and
have escaped the clutches of
Satan. While Satan has all
along sought to make good his
side of the issue on sovereignty
by forcing all men to come
under his false sovereign con-
trol, the scripture has proved
true: “The angel of Jehovah
encampeth round about them
that fear him, and delivereth
il'lrem.”—-—Ps. 34:7, AS. W §/1

Saturday, March 28

Be in subjection, not only on

account of that wrath but also

on account of your conscience.
—Rom. 13: 5, NW.

Paul here discusses the pri-
mary motive for a Christian’s
being in subJectlon to theo-
cratic superior authorities. He
shows that the compelling mo-
tive is not only that of avoid-
ing the wrath of punishment at
the hands of God’s government
but the more powerful force in
us, that of our conscientious
love for righteousness, our
deep love for Jehovah our
Great Benefactor. Conscience
is that faculty of the mind by
which the human creature
realizes and distinctly perceives
or appreciates that a course of
action is right or wrong. The
Christian’s conscience having
long been trained from the
Word of God knows fully what
God’s will is and what is the
right thing to do to please his
heavenly Master. Thus out of
our warm love for God which
our consciences are constantly
bathed with, the Christian un-
hesitatingly keeps himself in
total subjection to Jehovah
and his theocratic governmg
authorities. W 6/15



Sunday, March 29

I am glad whenever they tell
me, “We go to the Eternal’s
house,’—Ps., 122:1, Mo.

Just like the little Davids
and Sarahs in the days of
ancient Israel who attended
the synagogue meetings, so too
the modern little Davids and
Sarahs should be eager to
attend every meeting. They
should learn to sit quietly and
listen to all that goes on. The
other members of the congre-
gation can contribute their
part by befriending and speak-
ing to all the youths in their
midst. This has a beneficial
effect on the children and
makes them feel that they are
part of a large family of God.
When the boys get old enough
they should be encouraged to
enroll in the theocratic min-
istry school. There is no better
training today in the Christian
ministry than that offered by
the Society at its congrega-
tional meetings of Bible study
and its course in the theocratic
ministry school. Let every son
and daughter of Jehovah’s
witnesses delight to take full
part in such congregational
meetings, W 1/15 13a

Monday, March 80

Memorial Date,
after 6 p.m., S.T.

The cup of blessing which we
bless, is it not a sharing in
the cup olfoth? Christ?—1 Cor.

When a self-serutinized
Christian drinks out of the Me-
morial wine-cup he confesses
that Jesus’ blood was the
means to put God’s new cove-
nant in force, and by means of
which covenant the divine for-
giveness of sins is gained and
a people is taken out of all
nations to be a people for

God’s name. Another thing:
the poured-out blood of Christ
signifies death, not merely for
a new covenant to be made
over a dead victim, but pri-
marily for vindicating Jeho-
vah’s sovereignty, in which
death Christ’s body-members
share. They are planted with
him in the likeness of his death
that they may be raised to
heavenly spirit life in the like-
ness of his resurrection. So to
the wine-drinker the cup pic-
tures the sufferings which the
heavenly Father has poured
like a potion for all the Christ
company, the Head and the
body. By drinking of the Me-
morial cup one confesses that
he is determined to suffer with
Jesus till death, W 2/15 35-37

Tuesday, March 31

Do not be misled. Neither
fornicators, nor idolaters, nor
adulterers, . . . nor drunkards,
nor revilers, nor extortioners
will inherit God’'s kingdom.
—1 Cor. 6:9,10, NW,

Paul is pointing out that
persons of these types of sin-
ners have come out of the
world into God’s congregation,
but all of these types of sin
may not remain in the congre-
gation of God after those who
once committed such sins have
once been washed clean., When
a person comes to God’s organi-
zation and dedicates himself to
Him, he s cleaned up. From
then on he ought to make
straight paths for his feet and
follow the Word of God. He
should not be practicing these
things, and Jehovah forgives
him for all those things that
have been in his life in times
past. Their stain is waghed
away, and he must not go back
to them. If one does go back
to them, then he is committing
a sin that is worthy of dis-
fellowshiping. W 38/1 10



Wednesday, April 1

And, look! a voice out of the
cloud, saying: “This is my
Son, the Belored, whom I have

approved ; listen to him.”

—Matt, 17:5, NW.

Peter uses the transfigura-
tion vision to bring home to
the minds of his brothers that
he had not been ‘artfully con-
triving false stories’, for he
himself had been an eyewitness
to the magnificence of that vi-
sion. It was very evident that
what the apostles saw con-
veyed to their minds factual
proof of his power and pres-
ence. Peter clearly shows that
the vision was to him the ful-
fillment of Jesus’ promise that
some of his disciples would
not taste death until they had
first seen the Son of man in
his kingly powecr. By this vi-
sion they had witnessed the
presence and power of Jesus
Christ in Kingdom glory, and
coupled with this were the
words borne to Jesus, ‘This is
my Son, my beloved, on whom
I have set my approval.” The
apostles saw the brilliance, the
magnificence, and actually
beard Jehovah’s voice from
beaven acknowledging Jesus as
the beloved Son of God and
commanding them to “listen to
him”. W 8/1 7,8

Thursday, April 2

Until we all . . . reach mature
manhood.—Eph. 4:13, AT,

It is a great privilege to
share in the witness work, still
more to have a part in the
ministerial work of helping to
train others. Take full advan-
tage, therefore, of all the dif-
ferent meetings, the various
publications of the Society,
and the helping hand of the
appointed servants to assist
you in a practical way in
actual field service. In that
way, not only will you become
firmly established as a regular

and zealous publisher, but, like
the organization itself, you will
make continual progress to-
ward the fullness of growth
that belongs to maturity. That
means not only putting in
more hours, but putting more
into those hours in the way
of better quality of service. It
means giving a more effective
witness, according to the vary-
ing nceds of each individual.
This requires maturity of dis-
cernment, but it is more pleas-
ing in Jehovah’s sight, is of
greater aid to the listener, and
helps the minister become
steadfast and unmovable. W
9/1 14a

Friday, April 3

Man looketh on the outward
appcearance, but Jehovah look-
eth on the heart—1 Sam.

7,

Jesus obeyed from the heart.
But examples are provided in
Scripture of those who did not
obey from the heart, and one
of the most outstanding is
King Saul. His experience dem-
onstrates clearly that there
may be outward obedience that
is not a true indication of the
heart’s sincerity and compli-
ance with God's will. Jehovah
judges the real motive that
inspires one to action. Saul
did not carry out in complete-
ness the command God had
given him and excused himself
that he had saved the king,
Agag, probably to display
him and then kill him, and
then partly blamed the people.
This was a paltry excuse, for
it was self-evident Saul had
not carried out the commands
received, and to say the rcason
for not doing it was to offer
sacrifice to Jehovah was not
pleasing. Saul's heart was not
right and he was not obedient
even though there was plenty
of outward show. We cannot
deceive Jehovah. W 9/15 6



Saturday, April 4
The ten were cleansed, were
they not? Where, then, are the
other nine? Were none found
that turned back to give glory
to God but this man of another
‘nation?—Lf\gke 17:17, 18,
There are many today who
have dedicated themselves to
God, but for just a short
eriod. Yes, they were healed,
ut where is their giving “glory
to God”? They associate them-
selves for a few weeks, a few
months or maybe a few yecars
with Jehovah’s witnesses, but
they do not show lasting grati-
tude to Jehovah for being
cleansed. They are not wor-
shiping Jehovah. They do not
sing praises. They do not go
out to the houses of the people,
from door to door, and preach
to the people the good news
they have learned. They do not
conduct Bible studies. They do
not even study God’s Word
thoroughly. They do not want
to worship Jehovah in holy
array. They merely associate
for a while and then drift
away. Like the nine cleansed
lepers that came near the Lord
Jesus and partook of his bless-
ing for a while, they never
give glory to Jehovah for his
blessing. W 12/15 ba

Sunday, April 5

For I, Jehovah, change not.
—DMal. 3:6, AS.

Vastly different is the name
of Jehovah from the names
of pagan gods, for they rest
exclusively on reputed past
records; whereas the name Je-
hovah testifies to past deeds,
present works and future pur-
poses. Our God Jehovah is just
what he is and determines in
himself, the manifestation of
his works not being determined
by anything outside of himself.
He has absolute freedom and

absolute independence and ab-
solute immutability. His words
and deeds are essentially in
agreement with himself. This
implies invariable faithfulness.
It cannot be said of Jehovah
he began to be, for he mnever
began. He always is an un-
deniable is. When creation
commenced he was already
there. Jehovah reveals him-
self by his deeds and com-
mands, his name is a revela-
tion, a memorial, a pledge.
Forms and appearances of
created things may change, but
the counsels and purposes of
Jehovah are permanent, never
change, cannot be frustrated.
W 10/1 4,5

Monday, April 6

O that there were such a heart
in them, that they would fear
me, and kecp all my command-
ments always, that it might be
well with them, and with their
children _;fsorzgever!—Deut.

How could the putting of
the tree of knowledge of good
and evil in the paradise and
forbidding man to eat of it be
an expression of divine love?
The Creator knows what is
best for man. He knows His
purpose in making man and

placing him here on earth.
Happiness and contentment
on Adam and Eve’s part,

together with their family, de-
pended on their continued air
preciation of God’s blessings. If
God once got out of their lives
they could not be content, nor
enjoy life, because they would
have lost the Father's love,
and that is an essential thing
to living. What God was con-
cerned about was man’s con-
tinuing to live in His favor, in
His blessing and in His true
worship. So it depended on
God’s love, righteousness, wis-
dom and power and upon God's
law’s being put into effect, and
not man’s law. W 10/15 28



Tuesday, April 7

If you belicved Moses you
would believe me, for that one
wrote about ﬁze.——‘lohn 5: 46,

During the nineteenth cen-
tury the higher-critic scoffers
were loud in their denuncia-
tion of the Bible’s position that
Moses wrote the first five
books of the Bible, one of their
arguments against it being
that writing was unknown at
the time of Moses. When they
had to give ground on this
point they did so grudgingly,
and arbitrarily said that even
if writing was known it was
not widely used and Moses
did not know the art. But
further discoveries made the
rout of the higher critics com-
plete, Now it is acknowledged
that writing was widespread
in Abraham’s time, that it was
used by not only adults but
children. Clay tablets with
writing on them go back to
the fourth millennium before
Christ, reaching into the life
span of Adam. In fact, ar-
chaeology indicates that Adam
wrote, and along with others
such as Noah, Shem, Isaac and
Jacob provided written docu-
ments from which Moses com-
piled the book of Genesis,
down to chapter 37 verse 2, W
11/1 4a

Wednesday, April 8

He that says he remains in
union with him is under obli-
gation himself also to go on
walking just as that one
walked.—1 John 2:6, NW.

If we are to be in union
with God we must be in union
with that on which he has set
his heart, the Kingdom under
his dear Son. To be in union
with it means more than just
believing the Kingdom message
and looking forward to its
blessings. It means identifying
ourselves with it and subject-

ing ourselves to it by our ded-
ication to its Author and
Creator, and then faithfully
and zealously serving its in-
terests and proclaiming its
message, as commanded. We
each should have such a steady,
burning love for that Kingdom,
ever talking about it and living
according to its righteous re-
quirements and reflecting its
spirit so much that we can
say to anyone in touch with
us, as Jesus said to Philip,
‘Have you known me so long
and yet you have not come to
know and understand about
God’s kingdom as our only
hope? W 11/15 1la

Thursday, April 9

Solid food belongs to mature

people, to those who through

use have their perceptive pow-

ers trained to distinguish both

right and wrong.—Heb. §:14,
NW.

‘What a fine definition of
what mature understanding
means! Therefore, instead of
being satisfied with under-
standing merely the ‘clemen-
tary doctrines’, let us by all
means “press on to maturity”.
After having first “tasted that
the Lord is kind”’, we must not
stand still, but must “grow to
salvation”. The emphasis is on
the need for continual, steady
progress. It does mnot mean
something frightfully involved,
something possible only to a
select few who have been years
in the truth and enjoyed a good
education, Here the natural
illustration does not apply.
For while the time taken for
growth from babyhood to ma-
turity stays within certain
time limits, spiritual growth
is not so governed. The chief
determining factor is depth of
heart devotion and apprecia-
tion. It is thig that determines
the quality of our understand-
ing. W 8/15 19



Friday, April 10

Sing, O barren, thou that didst
not bear; break forth into
singing, and cry caloud, thou
that didst not traveil with
child : for more arc the children
of the desolate than the chil-
dren of the marricd wife, saith
Jehoveh.—Isa. 54: 1, AS

Unlike Christendom’s steady
decrease in number of her
priests and preachers, the num-
ber of our ministers active in
preaching the good news of
the Kingdom is ever increasing.
We have God’s work to do and
are taking courage to do it. We
have his spirit activating us
and backing us up, and God
is doing his foretold work
through us, not by might nor
bK armies but by his spirit. It is
the spirit of theocratic organi-
zation. Our cup runs over, our
spiritual table is loaded with
solid food in the very presence
of our enemies. Poor materi-
ally most of us may be, but we
are making many rich spirit-
ually. All this spiritual welfare
was meant to make God’s na-
tion glad, How can we keep
from rejoicing and glorying in
Jehovah? W 12/1 13

Saturday, April 11

The voice of Jehovah is upon
the waters: the God of glory
thundereth.—Ps. 29:8, AS.

_Jehovah God, through his
kindness and mercy, has spo-
ken through his Word and
through his people for cen-
turies. Today he has massed
together hundreds of thousands
of his witnesses for making
proclamation of his name to
the ends of the earth. They
listen to his voice through his
Word. But in a short while
the voice of Jehovah will speak
in an altogether different man-
ner. He will speak from the
heavens in thunderous tones.

The terrible phenomena of the
storm in the heavens are an
expression of God's majesty,
his eternalness, his sovereignty
and his unshakableness. When
Jehovah speaks with his voice
of authority from heaven, then
all the nations of earth will
tremble and shake and pass
out of existence. Jehovah's ex-
pressions are powerful. Now
the time has come for those of
sheeplike disposition to heed
the voice of God as spoken in
his Word before his voice will
speak from the heavens at
Armageddon. W 12/15 14,15

Sunday, April 12

Behold, as the eyes of servants
look wunto the hand of their
master, as the eyes of a maid
unto the hand of her mistress;
8o our eyes look unto Jehovah
our God.—Ps, 123: 2, AS.

Those who obey Jehovah’s
commands with a joyful and
willing spirit and who do not
complain are the ones who
please him. They keep their
ears open to Jehovah’s com-
mands and watch for oppor-
tunities of service. Such re-
sponsive hearts are delightful.

arthly parents find a great
deal of lpleasure in prompt and
cheerful obedience, for it is
rightly accepted as the measure
of the child’s love. Enforced
obedience is not an expression
of love. Strict disciplinary
penalties for misconduct .com-
pel soldiers in armies to be
obedient to their superiors,
whether they like it or not.
Servants have to be obedient
to their masters, or some form
of punishment results, Jehovah
has endowed his human crea-
tures with freedom to obey or
disobey that thereby he may
prove them, and rewards will
depend upon joyful obedience.
Are we joyfully and willingly
obeying Jehovah’s commands?
W 9/15 9



Monday, April 18

Elijah with Moscs appeared
to them, and they were con-
versing with Jesus.—Mark
»

How often would Peter,
James and John recapture the
transfiguration’s blaze of glory,
that effulgence which could
never be forgotten, and con-
template its meaning, linking
prophecy with prophecy, prom-
ise with promlse and to
crown it all, the voice of God!
In Moses they saw represented
the law, the covenant, the
theocratic organization, the
Kingdom, the deliverance of
the nation and being safely
transferred to the Promised
Land. In Elijah they would
see the faithful advocate of
true worship, a real hater of
false worship, a champion for
Jehovah’s service, a rebuker of
kings, destroyer of false
priests, restorer of the dead
and one taken from earthly
service without the determi-
nation of men. Then they saw
the Son of God in glory, and
such glory they knew belonged
to the Christ of God. Surely the
vision portrayed for them in
miniature form the Son of man
in glory, with his Kingdom

power. W 8/1 la

Tuesday, April 14

Ilere we are, then, in your
power; do whatever you thinlk
it rzght and propa’r to do to
us.—Josh. , AT

The earthly- destlned other
sheep of the Right Shepherd
must follow him obediently
wherever he leads. No one may
pluck them out of his care
without due punishment. They
must serve God at his temple
day and night. Their lives are
to be spared like those of the
Gibeonites, who were meant to
be destroyed with the rest of
the Canaanites by Joshua and
the Israelites. But like the

ancient Gibeonites they have
sought and gained peace with
the Greater Joshua, Jesus
Christ, and his God Jehovah.
The faithful and discreet slave
class welcome these fellow serv-
ants to their midst and they
try to protect the rights of
these. Together with the Great-
er Gideon, Christ Jesus, they
join in the iconoclastic work
of tearing down the altar of the
false god Baal and his sacred
pole of false worship, and
devote their sacrifices of praise
to Jehovah in obedience to his
command—Judg. 6:27,32,
AT. W 12/1 14,154

Wednesday, April 15

By reducing the cities Sodom
and Gomorrah to ashes he
condemned them, setting a
pattern for wungodly persons
of things to come.—2 Pet.

. 1

It is likely that for the ma-
jority of persons who have
lived the time for judgment
will be in the millennial reign
of Christ. However, long be-
fore this many persons will
have had their time of judg-
ment, as the Scriptures show
that God has brought certain
judgment periods upon men
at certain times, during which
God held them accountable for
their course of action. That
they might be accountable at
such times, testimony was
given that they might know
the issuec and make their de-
cision, by which they would
determine their destiny. One of
such judgment periods was the
flood of Noah’s day. Another
was the fiery end of Sodom and
Gomorrah. In Jesus’ day cer-
tain scribes and Pharisees were
judged as fit for the eternal
destruction of Gehenna. Our
present day is also a time of
judgment, and by the time
Armageddon strikes all persons
then living will have fixed
their destiny. W 6/1



Thursday, April 16

The hour is coming, and it is

now, when the genuine wor-

shipers will worship the Father

with spirit and itruth.—John
4:23, NW.

The Jews thought their form
of worship entirely satisfac-
tory, but Jesus stated otherwise
to the Samaritan woman at
the well. True, he showed that
on the point at issue the Jews
had the advantage, for “we
worship what we know, be-
cause salvation originates with
the Jews”, but “you worship
what you do not know”. But
though the Jews enjoyed a
better understanding than the
Samaritans as to God’s re-
quirements respecting worship,
Jesus then went on to give a
much deeper and altogether
different aspect concerning
worship. What a contrast it
presents with any previous con-
ception! In their form of wor-
ship the Jews were principally
concerned with the outward
things of time and place and
manner of observance; but
now Jesus was saying that
genuine worship went deeper
than the things that are seen,
and it must be “with spirit and
truth” ; which means not only
clean, but mature, worship. W
8/15 2

Friday, April 17

Look! the farmer keeps wait-
ing for the precious fruit of
the earth, exercising patience
over it until he gets the early
rain and the late rain. You,
too, ezxercise patience; make
your hearts firm.—Jas. 5: 7,8,
NWwW.

Spiritual growth is not auto-
matie. It cannot be taken for
granted that increase of knowl-
edge will lead to increase of
zeal and ability in sacred
service. There are too many
adverse influences both within

the imperfect flesh and from
without. It does not compare
with physical growth, which
mostly takes place without
conscious effort. Neither can
others make you grow to
maturity. You cannot even
make yourself grow. It is God
who ‘keeps making it grow’,
and, looking at ourselves, we
arc forced to admit, ‘just how,
we do not know.” It is certainly
not due to any credit we can
claim. That does not mean
that we have no part therein.
We do, and a vital one at
that. We need patience, deter-
mination and encouragement.
W 9/1 23a

Saturday, April 18

You again need someone to
teach you from the beginning
the first principles of the sa-
cred pronouncements of God.
—Heb. §:12, NW.

Recognizing principles of
truth and wisely applying
them is the way of righteous-
ness. A Christian ever walks in
righteousness and thus shuns
to exercise his free will by
embracing that which is un-
righteons. What, then, are
principles? A true principle is
a fundamental truth. Since
truth conforms to fact or is
that which is in accordance
with the actual state of things,
principles essentially are state-
ments of basic facts. The Bible
contains thousands of these
principles expressly stated,
while others are deduced or
found in the book of nature.
Among those found in the
Bible are: ‘God formed the
earth to be inhabited” ‘Man
is mortal.’ ‘The soul that sins
dies.” ‘God_is rich in mercy.’
‘Life of the flesh is in the
blood.” ‘Jesus was made per-
fect flesh. ‘Jems lifeblood
purchased man’s everlasting re-
lease from decath,” W 7/1 8a



Sunday, April 19

Whoever wants to become great
among you must be your min-
ister, and whoever wants to
be first among you must be
your slave.—-ﬁ’l{att. 20: 26, 27,

The congregation of God was
to be made up, not of individ-
uals who were striving for
prominent positions, but of
servants. (Jas. 2:14) Jesus
was the example for the con-
gregation and he showed his
lowliness of mind by washing
the feet of the disciples on the
night of the last passover and
at the introduction of the
memorial of his death. Here
he was showing how they must
humble themselves and be
slaves to their brothers. These
apostles were not to lord it
over the flock, but they were
to be shepherds and care for
the visible organization. These
special representatives were
to help all the individuals in
the congregation to see their
responsibility to be ministers.
Accomplishing this means the
making of a strong organiza-
tion of brothers, and then
great work can be done in the
interest of God’s kingdom, W
1/1 20,23

Monday, April 20

Hear, O Isracl: . . . these
words, which I command thee
this day, shall be upon thy
heart; and thou shalt teach
them diligently unto thy chil-
dren~—~Deut. 6: 47, AS.

In the social structure of
theocratic society the family
is the basic unit. Just as
Jehovah teaches, trains and
disciplines with the rod of
theocratic authority his entire
universal family, so the nat-
ural parents have the primary
responsibility for the teaching
and training of their young

ones. When God organized the
theocratic nation of Israel this
parental responsibility was
incorporated as part of the
law of the land. It enjoined
upon the parents to train their
children in early childhood as
to their duty toward God the
great Life-giver, This was
important for the nation, for it
guaranteced that the nation’s
future citizens would be lovers
of God and the nation would
thus continue to walk in his
wholesome way. The eternal
principles underlying the law
of Moses still stand as appli-
cable today. W 1/15 8,7

Tuesday, April 21

So, because you are lukewarm
and neither hot nor cold, I
am going to vomit you out of
my mouth.—Rev. 3:16, NW.

We have the plain statement
from God’s Word that we
should get rid of persons that
cause offense and divisions
within His congregation.
(Rom. 16:17,18, NW) We
have the authority, we have
the right, and it is proper to
get rid of them. They have no
place in the congregation
of God. Christ Jesus even
disfellowships on what we
probably might think little
grounds. Just because a person
is lukewarm and neither hot
nor cold, Christ Jesus spews
him out. Well, that is dis-
fellowshiping. Christ Jesus is
not going to have any luke-
warm persons permanently in
his organization. You are
either for him or against him.
You will either come into the
congregation of God and be his
minister or eventually go out
into the Devil’'s organization.
You cannot pussyfoot. You
cannot be lukewarm. You can-
not be passive. You have to
ge positively for God. W 38/1



Wednesday, April 22

As the angel who talked with

me was going away, another

angel came forth to meet him.
—Zech, 2: 83, AT.

Certain Bible prophecies
were transmitted by angelic
interview. In such cases there
was face-to-face communica-
tion between a prophet and a
spirit messenger sent by God
to convey the revelation. An-
gels visited Abraham concern-
ing the destruction of Sodom
and Gomorrah. (Gen. 18:16-
21) An angel spoke to Moses
out of the “fiery flame of a
thornbush” and gave him the
prophecy concerning the de-
liverance of Israel from Egypt
and their possessmg the Prom-
ised Land. (Ex. 3:1-8; Acts
7:30-34, W) The angel Ga-
briel appeared to Zechariah,
the priest, and foretold that he
was to be the father of John
the Baptist. (Luke 1:11-13)
This same angel also appeared
to Mary foretelling that she
would give birth to a son who
was destined to sit forever on
David’s throne. So angels
effectively transmitted 2pro-
phetic messages. W 4}/15

Thursday, April 23

ITence when he comes into the

world he says: . .. “Look! I

am come (in the roll of the

book it is written about me)

to do your will, O God.”"—Heb.
10: 5,7, NW.

It was once stated that
Jesus in baptism “consecrated
his being to God a living sacri-
fice”, but now we appreciate
more clearly that Jesus, at his
baptism, did not consecrate
himself to the priesthood and
install himself in the sacri-
ficial office. It was God who
glorified him by making him a
royal High Priest. God did this

by the sworn oath which he
had prophetically given at
Psalm 0:4 (AS, mar.);
“Jehovah hath sworn, and will
not repent: Thou art a priest
for ever after the manner of
Melchizedek.” Since Jesus was
miraculously born one of God’s
chosen people and was then
presented to God in babyhood
by Mary as her first-born son,
We can avoid confusion by call-
% Je_sus coming to do God’s

1 his dedication of himself to

God. W 5/15 29

Friday, April 24

Consider closely the one who
has endured such contrary talk
.+ ., that you may not get
tired and give out in your souls.
—Heb, 12: 3, NW.

What will we do when meet-
ing with the many trials to-
day? Must we try to run away
from these problems and per-
secutions, or go to our brothers
and keep on telling them what
a hard lot we have? Surely
not., Everyone must have that
deep conscious satisfaction
that the will of Jehovah is
being done, and that there is
complete submission to God’s
will in the heart. There may
be times when because of your
trials tears will be in your
eyes, but deep down in your
heart you are grateful and
even in the suffering you
would not ask for it to be
different. Be willing and joy-
ful in your complete obe-
dience to Jehovah’s purposes.
When the Lord Jesus was
suffering so cruelly before
Herod and the Romans, he
knew he was drinking the cup
his Father purposed for him
to drink, and so there was no
murmuring, no complaining,
but obedience even to death,
and obedience led to life. He
is our model. W 9/15 18



Saturday, April 25

Choose you this day whom ye

will servey . . . as for me and

my house, we will serve Je-
hovah.—Josh. 24: 15, AS.

The inhabitants of all na-
tions should know the divine
name in their own languages.
Religionists of modern days
may do what they will with
God’s name, Jehovah, but the
Great Ruler will see to it that
his people proclaim his name
and make it known. Nothing
will stop Almighty God from
making his name known
throughout all the earth, for
he himself says: “I will de-
liver my people out of your
hand; and yc shall know that
I am Jchovah.” Jehovah knows
that the clergy of Christendom
are serving this old system of
things, which he himself is
going to destroy at the battle
of Armageddon. They are cer-
tainly not serving him. That is
why Jehovah’s Word says to
those that love him: “Get out
of her, my people.” The time
has come for all persons to
make a decision as to whose
side they are going to be on,
Jehovah’s or that of those
who are against Jehovah. W
12/15 1,3

Sunday, April 26
Conscquently, we have the
prophetic word made more

firm, and you are doing well

in_paying attention to it as to

a lamp shining in a dark place,

until day dawns.—2 Pet. 1: 19,
NW.

When we witness Jehovah
directing events, causing the
transfiguration vision to first
appear to the sight of the
disciples, for no one else did
it, then at the second presence
causing the chain of marvelous
events to come to pass, this
time through the direct agency
of his beloved Son, then the
prophetic word is “made more

firm”. It is as though God had
put his signature to it. Yes,
what he has promised to_do
is now coming to pass. Iis
word is our only light. “Thy
word is a lamp unto my feet,
and a light unto my path.”
(Ps. 119: 105, AS) However,
it is not the mere possession of
the Bible that counts nor even
the very valuable reading of it
that shows the way to go, but
rather the studying of it reg-
ularly with purpose in mind.
It is a “prophetic word” and
therefore we should see how it
is being fulfilled. W 8/1 23a

Monday, April 27

Although he was a Son, he
learned obedience from the
things he suffered, and after
he had been made perfect he
became responsible for cver-
lasting salvation to all those
obeying him.—Heb, §:8,9,
NW.

The perfect example of obe-
dience of our Lord Jesus Christ
is set for the guidance of all
his followers who would obtain
favor and life from Jehovah.
Ile said, “My food is for me to
do the will of him that sent me
and to finish his work.” “I
seek not my own will but the
will of him that sent me.”
(John 4:34; 5:30, NW)
Jesus was always obedient
even before he suffered, but
the proof that it was so must
be shown in deed. He became
a model of obedience to be
rendered by all who follow.
Suffer he did, though he was
the beloved of God. Who, then,
shall be free from suffering for
rightcousness’ sake, and who
will complain while suffering?
Our heavenly Father is pleased
with joyful, willing and ready
compliance with his will. No
one is excepted. Hence it is of
utmost importance that we be
obedient or we shall never gain
life. W 9/15 5



Tuesday, April 28

I will give thanks unto thee,

O Jehorvah; for though thou

wast angry with me, thine

anger is turned away, and

thou comjfortest me—Isa.
’

The close of World War I
found the remnant in a condi-
tion which Revelation 11: 8,9
likens to dead bodies of God’s
witnesses lying exposed in the
unclean city three and a half
days. What poverty! But God
is so mereiful, so full of loving-
kindness, toward those whose
hearts are sincere toward him
and striving to cling to him
with an unbreakable affection !
Though angry and displeased
with them so as to let them be
thrown down, Jehovah was not
willing to destroy them, which
would have suited their en-
emies very much. For his own
name’s sake and in the abun-
dance of his merey he had other
purposes for the remnant of
his anointed consccrated ones.
So he opened their blind eyes to
see that he had promised them
deliverance in his Word and
that they were to enter upon
a great work to be blessed with
astonishing prosperity. Every
willing heart poured out grati-
tude for the fresh hope! W
12/1 6,7

Wednesday, April 29

Now he that abundantly sup-
i;hcs seed to the sower and
read for cating will supply
and multiply the sced for you to
sow and will increase the prod-
ucts of your righteousness.
~—2 Cor. 9:10, NW.

If you have a “right and
good heart”, in which the seed
of truth has sprung forth, then
you, too, will truly experience
that strong desire and con-
stant urge to get and Kkeep
busy in all the various features
of Jehovah’'s work open to

you, striving always to improve
the quality of your service so
that you can be used more
effectively by the “Master of
the harvest”. Keep praying for
Jehovah’s spirit, always seek-
ing to honor his Word, and
stick close to his organization,
Zion. In cach case when God
issued the mandate, “Be fruit-
ful, and multiply,” the gracious
words were added: “And God
blessed them.” May that be
the rich and happy portion of
each one sharing in the glo-
rious increase to Jehovah’s
praise. “Press on to maturity,”
and Jehovah will “bless thee
out of Zion”.—Ps. 128:5,
AS. W 9/1 28,29a

Thursday, April 30

For this reason, now that we
have left the elementary doc-
trine about the Christ, let us
press on to maturity, . . . And
this we will do, if God indeed
permits—Heb. 6:1,3, NW.

There is in these days no
shortage of the solid food
provided at Jehovah's table,
taken from his Word and suit-
ably prepared for assimilation
by the theocratic organization,
with the aid of the spirit. If
you are sincere and meek and
teachable, need you take long
in grasping the elementary
doctrines? Why not go quickly
on to solid food? The thing is,
never stop making progress,
through either getting discour-
aged or becoming conceited.
From your first contact with
God’s organization you have
been taught in a practical way
through the various study
meetings and ministry course
how to make progress in
understanding. Well, just con-
tinue on in the same orderly
fashion, following the “same
routine”’, keeping your eye on
those whose course is in accord
with the apostolic example., W
8/15 20



¥Friday, May 1

You must love your neighbor
as yourself—Jas. 2:8, NW.

James calls this the “kingly
law”. Perhaps you will be
instructed to perform some
act which would mean dis-
obedience to this “kingly law”’.
Question yourself: Would I
hurt myself in such a way? If
not, then you must obey God
first. No one can love God and
at the same time hurt his
neighbor. Your loyalty to Je-
hovah and his law will give you
a clear conscience and bring
you reward. Jechovah’s laws
are universally supreme. De-
mands will be made upon the
brothers because of emergency
situations and dire circum-
stances, but always bear in
mind that no situation could
possibly cancel your primary
responsibility to the all-
powerful and all-wise Creator.
Loyalty is on test. Obey God
first and trust in him complete-
ly and the result will be right.
Meditate upon God’s Word
and will, and then act aeccord-
ingly. Listen to Jehovah’s
great Prophet, Christ Jesus,
and you will live. W 9/15 23a

Saturday, May 2

Jehovah searcheth all hearts,

and undcrstandeth all the

imaginations of the thoughts.
—1 Chron. 28: 9, AS.

Taking a comprehensive
view, we are amazed and awe-
struck at the penetrating dis-
cernment possessed and exer-
cised by the Most High. “There
is not a creation that is not
manifest to his sight, but all
things are naked and openly
exposed to the eyes of him
with whom we have an_ ac-
counting.” (Heb. 4:13, NW)
No getting away from it, is
there? Especially when we
remember that God, who en-

dowed man with mind, knows
how the mind operates. He
instantly detects the bent of
man’s mind and knows what
it will lead to. That is why he
gives warning to us against
the consequences that are sure
to follow. The same applies to
the spirit creation, including
the cherub who was later
known as Satan the Devil. Je-
hovah knows exactly how evil
operates from its earliest in-
ception. Nothing is too subtle,
nothing too crooked in mind
or heart, but that he can read
;’),t like an open book. W 9/1

Sunday, May 8

Also do not be grieving God’s

holy spirit, with which you

have been scaled for a day of

releasing by ransom.—Eph, 4:
s .

After we have dedicated our-
selves to Jehovah God and we
have decided to do his will, we
have come under the active
foree of Jehovah God, his holy
gpirit. Then it means we are
responsible to him, to act ac-
cording to that spirit. If we
are going to act against that
holy spirit we will grieve it.
Our course of action or our
sgeech will offend against what
the holy spirit is and will di-
minish or reduce God’s spirit in
us. We might not have blas-
phemed the holy spirit but we
might have grieved it terribly.
But we might go so far that we
are no longer just grieving it
but actually sinning against
the holy spirit. If we keep on
taking the wrong course and
grieving the holy spirit we_fi-
nally come to the point of being
disfellowshiped by the con-
gregation. We have sinned
against the holy spirit and it
is no more in us. It no more
seals us for a release by ran-
;(l))m in God’s due time, W 3/1



Monday, May 4

“Teacher, we saw o certain
man ezpelling demons by the
use of your name and we tried
to prevent him, because he was
not accompanying us.” But
Jesus said: “Do not try to
prevent him.”—Mark 9 : 38, 39,
NW.

After Pentecost when Jesus
did build up his spiritual con-
gregation on himself as the
anointed King, then distinct
congregations of Christians
were established. Then if this
young man wanted to be a
real follower of Christ he could
not keep himself apart from
the company of Christians,
but he must associate with
some company of Christians
and function with them in
order to receive the outpour-
ing of the holy spirit and the
spiritual gifts through or in
the presence of Jesus’ apostles.
The time was past for such in-
dividual preaching and ousting
of demons, and if the young
man had tried that he would
have been wrongly trying to
build up an organization of
followers for himself. So the
case of this young man cannot
be used to justify the existence
of numerous sects and cults
operating in Jesus’ name. W
2/1 13,15

Tuesday, May &

A son is not to suffer for his

father’'s iniquity, nor a father

for his son’s iniquity.—Hzek.
: 20, Mo.

The setting of this text
clearly shows that the son
being discussed is grown, and
not a small child. The preced-
ing verses say that if a man
is doing what is lawful and
right he will live. If he begets
a son that is violent, sexually
depraved, oppressive of the
poor and needy, a robber and
an idolater, that wicked son

will die for his iniquity. If the
son shuns all these sins and
does right, that son will live,
whether his father be good or
wicked. Now, what infant or
small child could commit the
evil things mentioned or do the
good things cited, or be able
to weigh his course of action
and decide to change it? This
text links father and son in
the way it does because in
olden days sons, even though
fully grown and married, often
remained in their father’s
household and under his head-
ship. However, while still in
their father’s household they
were accountable to Jehovah
for themselves, W 6/1 11,12a

Wednesday, May 6
The creation itself also will
be set free from enslavement
to corruption and have the
glorious freedom of the chil-
dren of God.—Rom. 8:21,

Man being created in the
image of God was surely
created to exist forever free.
All faithful men on earth who
find themselves handicapped by
enslavement to sin, death and
corruption are promised to re-
ceive, in God’s due time, in
fullness a “glorious freedom”
like his. God created none
of his servants to bondage.
While he grants them the gift
of free will, their freedom is
relative ; it does not exist apart
from Jehovah. Hence spirit
creatures and men have what
is described as relative freedom.
Their field of acting at will is
hedged in or limited by bound-
aries. Their freedom lies in
living and acting in harmony
with the laws and conditions
which Jehovah has made to
apply to them. But within that
area of freedom God’s faithful
servants have a wide range in
which to exercise their will
for good to themselves and
their associates. W 7/1 6,7



Thursday, May 7

For this is what the love of
God means, that we observe his
commandments; and yet his
commandments are not burden-
some~—1 John 5:3, .

Obedience s expressgd
through appreCIatlon and doing
what the One who is blessing
you wants. It would be for
man’s own good to do what
God wanted him to do. If man
was appreciative, gracious and
loving toward his Father, he
would do exactly what his
Creator wanted done. What
did man have? Nothing except
what (fod had given him, and
everything he had was for his
own good. Man should there-
fore have love and appreciation
for his Maker. Ile must observe
the principles God set forth
for man and abide by those
principles. Man must remem-
ber it is Jehovah God who is
the Lawgiver, giving the direc-
tions for the course of action
man is to take. Man should
respect these laws and com-
mandments of God. So God
put a simple test upon man. It
was one of obedience as re-
gards his eating. By just
staying away from that for-
bidden tree man  certainly
could have shown he appreci-
g{)ed and loved God. W 10/15

Friday, May 8

God loved the world so much
that he gave his only-begotten
n.—John 3: 16, .

If the world God loves so
much was something far fu-
ture from the day when Jesus
spoke, why did he speak of
God's loving it in the past
tense? Because God not only
determined and set his mind on
that new world order as soon
as the need arose, away back
at the time of the rebellion in
Eden, but also set his heart

upon it with unbreakable at-
tachment and devotion. From
the very commencement he
loved it so much that he
arranged and foretold long in
advance the chief means by
which it would become effec-
tive, the promised seed of his
woman. His love was so great
and unselfish that he gladly
arranged and foretold concern-
ing the bruising of the heel of
that sced bv the serpent. Not
that God rejoices in the suffer-
ing of the sced for suffering’s
sake; but, as beautifully ex-
plained, to “make his soul an
offering for sin”, W 11/15 4a

Saturday, May 9

And Qod said unto Moses, I

AM THAT I AM: .. . Je

hovah, the God of your fathers,
. this is my name for ever.
—Hr. 3:14, 15, AS.

Jehovah is thc sclf—glven
name of the Creator, denoting
personality. There is only one
Jehovah, Never do we read of
‘the Jehovah of Israel’ or the
‘living Jehovah’, for Jehovah
lives. The name allows of no
limitations. The most distine-
tive attributes of the name are
self-existence, unchangeable-
ness, and eternity, He revealed
himself to Moses. The name
“I AM” is from the same He-
brew root word as Jehovah.
Other renderings of the full
phrase are “I am because I
am” ; “I am who am”; “I will
be that I will be,” I& ve1y living
creature, visible or invisible, is
or exists by reason of some
provision made by Jchovah,
but ‘He is because he is’. In
this sense no one else is. These
definitions clearly show the
idea of independent existence,
uncontrolled will and action.
He always is and is the same
always, never ceases to be,
cannot change, and is cternal.
W 10/1 3



Sunday, May 10

Give thanks unto Jehovah for
he is good; for his loungkmd-
ness endurcth for ever. Who
can utter the mighty acts of
Jehovah, or show forth all his
praise?—Ps. 106:1,2, AS.

You have discerned who are
Jehovah’s name-people, and
you realize that in his favor
there is real life; it is the only
thing that makes life worth
living. You mark how good he
has been to his people at this
end of the world, how he has
shown his loving-kindness in
doing mighty acts of liberation
and of reorganization for them.
They are no longer in solitary
confinement, prevented by en-
emy power from expanding
with more publishers of God’s
kingdom and praisers of his
name. Their growth in num-
bers excites amazement, How,
then, can we, who longed to see
and share the prosperity of his
chosen nation, resist the call
to praise Jehovah and to give
thanks publicly for his good-
ness? Really, how can we utter
his acts with full deseription of
his might, how can we show
forth all his praise—there is so
much to praise? W 12/1 11

Monday, May 11

fet them Kknow that thou
alone, whose name 1is the
Lord, art the Most High over
all the earth.—Ps. 83: 18, RS.

This rendering of the He-
brew tetragrammaton does
not give any distinction or
sovereignty or supremacy to
the Highest Person in all the
universe. “Lord” to the ordi-
nary person of today has many
meanings. Why try to make
the Sovereign Ruler a common
individual or less than that by
not letting the pcople of the
world know his real name or
say that he has no real name?
Why hide it? Why let people

think that God Almighty is
just another master, ruler or
nobleman, by letting the tetra-
grammaton read as a title,
“the Lorp,” instead of giving
him an actual name? Why this
degrading of God’s name by
the removal of it? However,
such translation cannot de-
stroy the name of the only true
God of the universe, Jehovah,
because Jchovah’s witnesses
are still alive, and they will be
busier and more encrgetic than
ever announcing and making
known Jehovah’s name to all
kindreds and tongues in all
‘lz)ations of the earth. W 12/15

Tuesday, May 12

God for the first time turned
his attention to the nations to
take out of them a people for
his name.—Acts 15: 14, NW.

The Jews had failed to keep
their covenant with Jehovah
God. They were once chosen
to be God’s name-people, but
now when Jehovah had re-
vealed the sacred secret, his
Son Christ Jesus as the Mes-
siah, they would not accept
him. So the way was opened
for Gentiles to become Chris-
tians, Jehovah’s witnesses. In
writing to the Romans about
their being shown so much
mercy and so much kindness
not deserved (for they had
done nothing to honor Jeho-
vah), Paul exclaimed: “Oh the
depth of God’s riches and wis-
dom and knowledge! How un-
searchable his judgments are
and past tracing out his ways
are!” (Rom. 11:33, NW) It
is mcomprehenslble, but still
Jehovah's undeserved kindness
is now extended to the Gentiles.
Hence those of us who have
dedicated ourselves to the
the Most High have come into
his visible organization and
have become spectacles before
men and angels. W 1/1 5,6



Wednesday, May 13

King of Tyre, . . . Thou wast
the anointed cherudb that cover-
eth: and I sei thee, so that
thou wast upon the holy moun-
tain of God.—AEgek. 28:12, 14,

Man'’s rebellion in Eden ter-
minated for a time the appar-
ent exercise of divine sover-
eignty over the entire earth
and all its inbabitants. Then
appeared an assumed sover-
eignty to be discharged by a
spirit creature, formerly a
trusted officer in God’s univer-
sal organization, pictured by a
hill or a mountain. Upon this
hill or mountain of God are
found the high-ranking spirit
creatures known as cherubim.
These surround the throne of
Jehovah and are supposed to
be upholders of his universal
sovereignty. At Eden one of
these cherubs was given the
legal right to exercise govern-
mental protectorship over the
first human pair and the race
which would spring from them.
He was set by Jehovah in his
delegated guardianship over
mankind. The Bible gives a de-
scription of this first theocratic
ruler over mankind, but who
later rebelled, under the typical
figure of the “King of Tyre”.
W 5/17

Thursday, May 14

You well know how, as a father
does his children, we kept ex-
horting cach one of you, and
consoling and bearing witness
to you, to the cnd that you
should go on walking worthily
of God.—1 Jil;{l;ss. 2:11,12,

Just as Jehovah is the great
Teacher of his household, so
the father as head of the house
should take the lead in home
theocratic education, Likewise
God’s wifely organization as
a mother teaches her spiritual
offspring; so, too, the human

mother is_to serve as a co-
educator. Daily the theocratic
parents should give oral in-
struction to their children.
How better can this be done
than at mealtimes? Especially
at the morning and evening
meals. At the morning meal the
oral instruction should center
around the daily text and com-
ment provided by the Society
in its annual yearbooks. There
is always ample material in
the comments which the father
and the mother can enlarge
upon from their own theocratic
experiences. These can be re-
lated with great practieal prof-
it to the children. W 1/15 9a

Friday, May 16

You loved righteousness and
hated lawlessness. That is why
God, your God, anointed you
with the oil 05; Z%reat 700.
—Heb. 1:9, NW,

It is of little use, our claim-
ing to have hatred of all law-
lessuess, unless at the same
time we give practical evidence
of an equally intense love of
righteousness, God’s righteous
cause and sacred service. Do
we? And it is likewise of
little use, our claiming to
have love for righteousness, if
at the same time we condone or
indulge in something contrary
to God’s high standard. (Matt.
5:21-28) We are encouraged
to press on toward this same
maturity in our attitude by
considering closely and looking
intently at the Leader and
Perfecter of our faith, who
endured so rauch in manifest-
ing his burning love for
righteousness and intense ha-
tred of lawlessness. And with
what benefit to ourselves?
“That_you may not get tired
and give out 1 your souls.”
That is one of the most valued
blessings maturity brings,
steadfastness and dependa-
bility, W 9/1 7



Saturday, May 16

God is faithful and he will not
let you be tempted beyond
what you can bear, but along
with the temptation he will
also make the way out in order
for you to be able to endure it.
—1 Cor. 10:13, NW,

Mark clearly that Paul does
not say that a way will be
provided for you to get out of
your trials, but rather to en-
dure. Do not, therefore, run
away from these experiences.
Rather have patience to en-
dure. Those belonging to this
evil system of things cannot
understand this attitude. They
will never comprehend what
you are really doing, but you
know. You appreciate how it
proved you and that were it
not for your love for Jehovah
and Christ Jesus and his
people you would not have
these persecutions, and it is
this realization that brings
you sweet comfort, happy rest
and quiet assurance. The Lord
Jesus said that ‘great will be
the reward’. But the testing
and proving must come first
and discipline has to be en-
dured. W 9/15 16,17

Sunday, May 17

For sadness in a godly way

makes for repentance to salva-

tion which is not to be regret-
ted—2 Cor. 7:10, NW,

Can a disfellowshiped person
be reinstated, get back into the
organization? Yes, he can if he
repents. But he has to go far-
ther than that. He must be
converted. He must change his
whole course of action. It is
not just a matter of saying:
“I’m sorry I did it; I was
wrong.”” No, there has to be a
cutting of the heart, There has
to be a hurting of the mind.
He has to show repentance. He
has to be sad about it and

change his course. Getting
reinstated in the congregation
of God is a very serious matter,
for him and for the congre-
gation. The appointed servants
may put him on probation if
they want to. He will have to
prove to the servants that he
is going to behave himself in
the future and act properly as
a servant of Jehovah. We
should be careful as to how
quickly we take such a person
back into the congregation,
because of what the “people on
the outside” will say.—1 Tim.
3:7, NW. W 8/1 19-21a

Monday, May 18

The Eternal champions the
rights of the forlorn and fecble.
—Ps. 140: 12, Mo.

Our Christian freedom is
restricted by the duties we
must perform in accordance
with the rights God has grant-
ed other creatures. For ex-
ample: General “rights of the
poor” were created under the
Law covenant to grant the
non-Israelitish strangers and
the other poor in the land the
advantage of helping them-
selves to the gleanings in the
harvest fields. Thus, ample
provision was made by law to
feed the poor. This law, being
merely a shadow of greater
things in our time, pictures,
it seems, the right of the poor
spiritually or those not true
Christians to hear the message
of truth as preached by the
Christian witnesses of Je-
hovah. Jehovah’'s witnesses,
therefore, have the important
duty to spiritually feed these
“poor” ones of Jehovah. God
has granted them the right to
hear of God’s mercy and to
accept the truth for life in the
new world. Who are we to
deny them that right to gain
salvation? W 7/1 18, 20a



Tuesday, May 19

God, who long ago spoke on

maeny occasions and in many

ways to our forefathers by

means of the prophets, has at

the end of these days spoken to

us by means of a Son.—Heb.
1:1,2, NW.

So much of Paul’'s writing to
the Hebrews reflects the trans-
figuration scene. Even the tone
of thought rises to great height,
for it sets forth the glories of
the new covenant in true ex-
pression, and shows the eve-
ningtime of the old covenant.
But how grand is the sunrise
of the new, and the heavenly
prospects thus illuminated!

Che transfiguration shows the
glory of Moses and Elijah and
then its fading away in honor,
but the voice of authority
comes from heaven recognizing
the Son and commanding that
he is the one to whom they must
listen. Yes, though Jehovah did
in times past speak through
the prophets he will now speak
through his Son. The voice of
Jesus Christ is as the voice of
Jehovah God to his people.
Blessed are your eyes if they
see and your ears if they hear,
for these truths will bring
{r)nuch joy and comfort. W 8/1

a

Wednesday, May 20

For it is to us God has re-
vealed them through his spirit,
for the spirit searches into all
things, even the deep things
of God.—1 Cor. 2:10, NW.

To gain an understanding
and appreciation of God’s wis-
dom, God must first give a
revelation and then we must be
in touch and in harmony with
the channel of his spirit. We
of ourselves cannot search
into the deep things of God;
it is only God’s spirit that can
do that. Here we note three
proofs of the above statements :

(1) the deep truth as to the
real identity of the Son of
man when on earth was not
understood through any wis-
dom inhering in “flesh and
blood”, but only by special
revelation by God to Peter.
(Matt, 16: 17, NW) (2) In
Ephesians 3:5-9 (NW) Paul
explains how the sacred secret,
“which has from past eternity
been concealed in God,” has
now ‘been revealed by spirit’.
(3) And finally, Peter said
that the early proplets and
even the angels were unable
to understand certain aspects
of God’s purpose even after
“diligent inquiry and a careful
search”. W 8/15 5,6

Thursday, May 21
Then shall Jehovah go forth,
and fight against those na-
tions.—Zech. 14: 3, AS.

At times it seems that we
have been left to the enemy
attacks without much protec-
tion—just enough to see the
work through, but from time
to time some evidence is grant-
ed us of God’s strength on our
behalf. Jehovah has promised
it will not always be like this,
for the tables will be turned.
Then our many foes will be the
targets for Jeﬁovah’s displeas-
ure. Today he lets them go a
long way in hurting us, but
when he rises up to fight, their
hateful persecution will come
to a dead stop, and their dead
bodies will litter the ground.
We have only to wait until
Jehovah really fights for us,
and then there will be complete
and absolute safety in every
way. Jehovah will defend his
people from all physical harm,
to demonstrate that his word
is true. There will be mno

uestion then as to who our

od is, for they will know it
by what they see and expe-
rience. He is Jehovah, and will
dogwhat he pleases. W 10/1

, Oa



Friday, May 22

They have forsaken me, the
fountain of living waters, and
hewed them out cisterns, bro-
Len cisterns, that can hold no
water—Jer. 2:13, AS.

The higher critic says that
polytheism was first, then the
Hebrews by a purifying proc-
ess developed monotheism.
Archaeology disputes this. The
Sumerians are about the most
ancient people known to ar-
chaeology, and at the end of
their culture they had a pan-
theon of 5,000 gods. But as
their past is penetrated the
number diminishes, Earlier
they had only 750 gods. Far-
ther.penetration takes us back
to the time when there was but
one deity, the Sky-God, from
whom the Sumerian pantheon
of 5,000 gods descended. As
monotheism  was corrupted
into polytheism, the true, orig-
inal accounts were also cor-
rupted to fit in with the va-
riety of false gods. The Bible
contains the true, original
aceounts, and shows monothe-
ism as being first. Polytheism
and corrupted accounts fol-
lowed. Archaeology supports
this position, the higher critics
to the contrary notwithstand-
ing. W 11/1 5a

Saturday, May 23

Jehovah will give strength unto

his people; Jehovah will bless

his people with peace.—Ps.
29:11, AS.

God’s people in the world
today meet up with a lot of
opposition. The rulers and the
religionists of all nations are
against their message. Theg
have to work hard to preac
this good ncws of the Kingdom
and to make known Jehovah's
name while they are afflicted
and persecuted ; but they count
it all joy. This hatred on the

part of the nations is not going
to discourage them. They are
looking forward to the great
battle, this time of trouble, for
it means peace to them after-
ward. They do not look for-
ward to it with an overanxious
spirit. They are patient. They
are willing to wait until the
storm breaks, for they know
that between now and the time
of the final battle a great work
must be accomplished. It is the
great work of preaching this
good news of God’s kingdom in
all the world for a witness,
and while they are doing it
they are going to worship Je-
hovah in holy array. W 12/15
0, 21a

Sunday, May 24

I am the right shepherd; the

right shepherd surrenders his

soul in behalf (}f the sheep.
—John 10: 11, NW.

The patriarchal shadow re-
garding the legal obligations of
shepherds began to have its
reality in the right Shepherd,
Christ Jesus, who was en-
trusted with his Father’s
“sheep”. Jehovah’s faithful
Christian scrvants are like
sheep once having gone astray
but who have now returned to
God the shepherd and overseer
of their souls. (Ps. 23:1;
1 Pet. 2:25) Christ Jesus was
sent as the right shepherd to
care for these sheep. What a
record of loving care and de-
votion for the sheep Jesus
Christ made during his three-
and-a-half-year ministry! He
diligently fed them on rich
spiritual food. Where one be-
came lost he left the ninety-
nine and retrieved the stray
one. He helped the spiritually
poor and sick ones to recover.
He also protected the sheep
from the wild attacks of the
demons and Satan himself, His
own death was not for losing
any sheep but to save lost
sheep. W 7/15 8,9a



Monday, May 25

When I shall bring again . . .
the captivity of Sodom and her
daughters, . . . then will T
bring cgain the captivity of
thy caeptives in the midst of
them.—Hzek. 16: 53.

The apostle Peter had the
Jewish view of Gentiles’ being
sodomic and doglike, and that
is why it was so hard for him
to grasp God’s purpose for
him to take the gospel to the
Gentiles. Yet when he did
understand he obeyed, and God
poured out his spirit upon
Gentile Dbelievers, receiving
them into the restored congre-
§ation along with believing

ews and Samaritans. Thus
was started off the fulfillment
of Egzekiel 16:53-55. Ezekiel
did not mean literal Sodom, no
more than did Isaiah when he
called Israel Sodom, or did
John when he wrote that Jesus
died in Sodom. (Isa. 1:10;
Rev. 11:8) XEzekiel used it
symbolically for uncircumcised
Gentiles, and when discussing
the restoration of the theo-
cratic organization, not the
resurrection. W 6/1 14

Tuesday, May 26

Carefully watching that no

one may be deprived of the

undeserved kindness of God;

that no poisonous root may

spring up and cause trouble

and many be defiled.—Heb.
12:15, NW.

Do you hold an undying
grudge against someone in the
company who, in the ancient
past, did you some injury,
which has never been cleared
up? If, however, that person
continues attending the meet-
ings and sharing in the witness
work, then, for the sake of
peace and unity in that com-
pany, you should sincerely ac-

cept that person as a fellow
member. Leave his judgment
with God. We are not asking
you to make a special friend
of that one, but we do say you
should not adopt an attitude of
perpetual disfellowship person-
ally, unless the company as a
whole does so. Are mnot you
yourself an undeserving re-
cipient of mercy and long-
suffering ? Your own prosperity
and growth to maturity in
Jehovah’s service and favor
depend on your love for him
and his organization and sall
keeping within the bounds of
his organization. W 9/1 8a

Wednesday, May 27

For he spake and it was, he
commanded, and it stood forth.
—Ps, 38: 9, Ro.

Since the beginning of crea-
tion Jehovah God has always
required _and rewarded obe-
dience. When he created the
righteous world he performed
it through spirit agencies un-
der the direction of Christ
Jesus in his prehuman state.
Carrying out his will were
angels numbering ‘“‘ten thou-
sand times ten thousand’.
(Dan. 7:10) Yet with all
these marvelous creatures there
was perfect harmony at the
beginning. God does not have
to force obedience, but his
commands are immediately
obeyed. This is borne out by
the record from the beginning:
“QGod said, Light be. And light
was.” (Gen. 1:3, Ro) God’s
commands on the first morning
of creation were completely
obeyed, and so the record of
obedience to his expressed pur-
pose continued, one creative
day after another. Jehovah
requires something to be done.
He commands, someone hears
and readily and willingly
obeys. W 9/15 2



Thursday, May 28

Thou mayest eat thy fill of all
the trees in the garden except
the tree which brings knowl-
edge of good and evil; if ever
thou eatest of this, thy doom is
death.—~—Gen. 2: 16,17, Knoxzx.

God did not arrange for man
to govern himself. God had
made full arrangement for
handling the affairs of the
earth and for having man do
the things the way God knew
it would be best for man to do
them. All this for the blessing
of the creation. Man should
now show appreciation for
God’s sovereignty, for his ruler-
ship over the universe. If no
appreciation was shown, nat-
urally the blessings would be
lost. The giving of man the
command regarding what he
could eat and not eat showed
that God would thereby govern
man, not by force or coercion,
not by fear of hell-fire tor-
ment, but by appealing to
man’s appreciation, man’s own
gratitude, man’s love for his
Creator. God rules in love, All
he told man was: Do not eat
of that one particular tree.
What God wanted to see in
Izngan was obedience, W 10/15

Friday, May 29

This is how love has been
made perfect with us, that we
may have freeness of speech in
the day of judgment, ... There
is no fear in love, but perfect
love throws feur outside.
—1 John 4: 17,18, NW,

Just as God is love, seen in
the fact that his mind and
heart are fully set on that new
world and he is supremely con-
fident concerning it, so we,
too, must learn to have that
same love and confidence while
in this present world. Since
love and confidence go hand in

hand we appreciate that the
outcome of perfect love and
confidence in God and his new
world, with all its blessings of
enlightenment and protection,
means that every vestige of
fear is thrown to the winds
concerning the evil forces and
pressure arising from this
doomed and wicked world. In-
deed, if you are at all sufferin

any restraint through fear an

are tongue-tied, when you
should be exercising ‘““freeness
of speech” regarding the King-
dom message, then you can be
quite sure your love has not
been brought to maturity. W
11/15 12a

Saturday, May 30

Thus saith Jehovah of hosts:
My cities shall yet overflow
with prosperity; and Jehovah
shall yet comfort Zion.—Zech.

’

It all depends upon our hold-
ing fast to Jehovah’s theocratic
organization and keeping at
one and in harmony with it
as to whether or not we as
individuals will keep on shar-
ing in all its spiritual welfare,
favor and protection. It all
rests with our living up to its
faithful prineciples and con-
ducting ourselves worthy of
being retained in Jehovah’s
organization. To that end we
must shun the sins that ecasily
entangle the careless and self-
reliant ones. We must not let
spiritual prosperity go to our
heads and make us conceited
and feel sure of ourselves. Do
not forget your responsibilities
and grow foolish by neglecting
them, showing unfaithfulness
in what is least. There is dan-
ger of those self-conscious of
their prosperity disobeying.
Remember your own sins
which once separated you from
the true God. You can easily
get to repeating them. Avoid
doing so. W 12/1 14,15



Sunday, May 31

Ascribe unto Jehovah, O ye
sons of the mighty [sons of
God, footnote}, ascribe unto
Jehovah glory—Ps. 29: 1, AS.

Just who are these “sons of
the mighty”? It could be those
who hold very high positions
in the theocratic organization
of Jehovah God, maybe the
powerful servants that Jeho-
vah has appointed to special
work., On the other hand it
could mean “sons of God”, and
so could take in all the angels
of the heavens that are invis-
ible to mankind but in Jeho-
vah’s universal organization.
In the book of Job it is stated,
“Now it came to pass on the
day when the sons of God came
to present themselves before
Jehovah, that Satan also came
among them.”” On festive oc-
casions such as this what sing-
ing of praise must have been
given to the name of the Most
High God, Jehovah! It must
have been a beautiful, majestic
spectacle to behold! Even the
rchellious Satan came to look
in on this magnificent assem-
bly and to hear the songs that
the faithful servants must
have been singing. W 12/15 5

Monday, June 1

Did you never read this: “Out
of the mouth of babes and
sucklings yow have furnished
prais¢”’ ?—2Matt. 21:16, NW.

The greatest heritage one
can leave his children is the
desire to become an active min-
ister of Jehovah. The primary
occupation of all Jehovah’s
witnesses is that of the min-
istry. Parents should therefore
take their youngsters with
them in the various features of
the field service. Let your chil-
dren become apprentices to the
ministry. As they hear you de-
fend the name of Jehovah and

expound the good news of the
incoming new world, they too
will have well up in their
hearts the desire to be zealous
witnesses for Jehovah. From
time to time in the house-to-
house preaching activity allow
them to add words to your
testimony before the house-
holder. Take your child along
with you to your home Bible
studies and perhaps it can
share in looking up some of
the proof seriptures. In ap-
prenticing the child in the
ministry the secret is to give
it some little part in the actual
}vlork of preaching. W 1/15
a

Tuesday, June 2

Thow shalt . . . anoint [Aaron
and his sons], and consccrate
them, and sanctify them, that
they may minister unto me in
the priest’s office—Ex. 28 : 41.

Aaron and his sons were not
authorized to take over the
riesthood on their own accord.

o, it was God who first called
them and then consecrated
them to their office by means of
his servant Moses. One of the
rams sacrificed in the ceremony
of consecration was called
the “ram of consecration”, in
that it was a ram used for
conscerating Aaron and his
sons. The basket that held the
bread was called the ‘“‘basket of
consecration”. So, after robing
Aaron in his glorious priestly
garments and then anointing
him as high priest and then
after clothing Aaron’s sons
with priestly garments, Moses
consecrated them in a cere-
mony lasting seven days. (Ex.
29:35) According to this the
word “consecrate’” had a mean-
ing restricted to installing men
into the priesthood; and Je-
hovah did the installing of his
priests in his way. W §/15
13, 14



Wednesday, June 3

Desire, when it has become
fertile, gives birth to sin; in
turn, sin, when it has been ac-
complished, brings forth death.
—Jas. 1:135, .

One who knowingly goes be-
yond the set boundaries of rel-
ative freedom commits gin. By
refusing to be bound by the
right and reasonable limita-
tions set by God, the deccived
one thinks to make himself an
independent one like God. It
all begins in the heart of the
self-willed one. I'irst, he dwells
on a self-willed desire to go
beyond God’s sct limitations.
He thus is drawn out and en-
ticed by his own selfishness.
Next, the desire becomes fer-
tile when action is taken and
an overt act is committed by
actually going beyond what
was forbidden. This wrong ac-
tion then is sin. Sin or rebellion
in turn brings the punishment
for dlqohedlence, which is
death. So instead of attaining
greater freedom by making a
break for independence, the
foolish one finds himself in
strong bondage to his uncon-
trollable sclf-willed desires. No
freedom or sccurity is this.
W 7/18,9

Thursday, June 4

Oh visit me with thy salvation,
that I may sec the prosperity
of thy chosen.?Ps. 106: 4,5

Af

Since Jehovah is the source
and creator of prosperity is it
not reasonable that we should
find it among the people who
bear his name, Jehovah’s wit-
nesses? That explains the rea-
son for their happiness, a
happiness unequaled anywhere
in this old world, a happiness
that no turns for either still
worse or even the worst in this
old world ecan dampen or
wreck. Their happiness is not

based on any material prosper-
ity nor any armed peace of
this world. It is not dependent
on having an abundance of the
things of this world, such un-
certain vanishing things. It is
a spiritual prosperity, a real,
practical well-being that has
transformed their lives and
made them the happiest mor-
tals on earth. It will never
collapse. It is backed and guar-
anteed by the greatest and the
only durable government in the
universe, Jechovah’s kingdom
established in the heavens in
the year 1914 and with his
Son Jesus Christ at his side.
W 12/1 4

Friday, June 5

Thus we have gained fresh
confirmation of the prophetic
word.—2 Pet. 1:19, Mo.

That magnificent scene of
Jesus’ transfiguration, so im-
pressive to the three apostles,
the early church and the faith-
ful since, means much more to
us today, because we have now
come to the actual presence of
Christ, and his kingdom is here
in its power. Christ Jesus was
not ruling at his first advent,
But now his authority and
strength have already been
demonstrated by hurling Satan
and his demons out of heaven
and breaking his power; also
by freeing his pcople from
Babylon’s imprisonment so
that hundreds of thousands are
now rejoicing in their liberty.
By his direction and power
these delivered ones have been
preserved, regardless of all the
concentrated hatred brought
against them. The proclama-
tion of the Kingdom’s es-
tablishment is growing louder
and being heard farther afield
each year, and before the work
is done it will be known to be
the most important and fore-
most proclamation in the
world. W 8/1 10, 12a



Saturday, June 6

They are before the throne of

God, and they are rendering

him sacred service day and

night in hlis temple.—Rev.
215, .

The other sheep today are
not outside the court of the
temple, but right inside; for
that is where John saw the
‘“great crowd” standing. They
are mnot the “living stones’’
which build up that “spiritual
house”. (1 Pet. 2:5, NW)
But in view of their close re-
lationship and acceptance with
God and the Lamb, also their
clean worship by having
“washed their robes” and by
rendering sacred service in
that spiritual house, who would
deny they are among the gen-
uine worshipers who worshi
“with spirit and truth”, an
who are spiritually minded,
“minding the things of the
spirit”? For they are certainly
not “minding the things of the
flesh”, And surely those serving
in privileged positions of re-
sponsibility as “princes” need
to have mature understanding,
which can be gained only by
the aid of the holy spirit.—Isa.
32:1. W 8/15 24

Sunday, June 7

Behave in a manner worthy of
the good news ., . . standing
firm in one spirit, . . . and in
no respect being frightencd by
your opporé%nts.—l’hil. 1:27,

3 .

In view of the great em-
phasis laid on loving righteous-
ness and hating lawlessness it
therefore becomes essential to
have an accurate understand-
ing and heart appreciation of
what comprises these two
great opposites. In Scriptural
language, it is vitally impor-
tant to have “the spirit of
wisdom and of revelation in
the accurate knowledge of him,

the eyes of your heart having
becn enlightened”, And we
must have our ‘“perceptive
powers trained to distinguish
both right and wrong”. In
other words, maturity means
having a true and strong bal-
ance of understanding and ap-
preciation. To illustrate: A
child does not possess a
strong balance. Even a sudden
gust of wind is enough to make
him wabble. But that man who
has weathered many a storm
stands like a rock with his feet
planted firmly apart, maintain-
ing a true and strong balance,
able to keep perfect balance
walking steadily along a
straight line, W 9/1 8

Monday, June 8

I say to you people, It will
be more endurable for the land
of Sodom on Judgment Day
than for you.—Matt. 11:2}4,

Jesus used a speech con-
struction similar to the above
when he said: “It is easier, in
fact, for a camel to get through
the eye of a sewing needle than
for a rich man to get into the
kingdom of God.” (Luke 18:
25, NW) No sane person
would believe a camel could
squeeze through a needle’s eye.
Yet if this obviously impos-
gible thing were said to be
easier than something else,
would that not powerfully em-
phasize the utter impossibility
of the other thing? So Jesus
forcefully made the point that
rich ones loath to part with
their wealth would not enter
into the Kingdom. Similarly,
Sodom did not endure its judg-
ment day, and the Jews knew
its fate was sealed. Their
opinion of it was the lowest
possible. So when Jesus told
them that it would be more
endurable for utterly depraved
Sodom than for them they got
the powerful point. W 6/1 16



Tuesday, June 9

Holding faith and @ good
conscience, which some have
thrust aside and have expe-
rienced shipwreck concerning
their faith. IHymenaeus and
Alexander belong to these, and
I have handed them over to
Satan that they may be taught
by discipline not to blaspheme.
—1 .’;) im. 1:19,20, NW.

Those who are impure, im-
moral, are not spiritually fit
for God’s organization. If such
Jukewarm compromisers or
apostates do not voluntarily
get out of God’s organization,
then under his direction the
organization itself will put
them out. There is, however, a
proper procedure to follow in
this regard. It must be an
official act. Someone in author-
ity must make the decision and
then the person is removed.
Paul used this authority in the
above case. In our present day
we have congregations or com-
panies of Jehovah’s witnesses
and we have servants in our
companies. These servants
must discharge the responmbll-
ity that goes with the servant’s
position to keep the congrega-
tion clean and must take the
action. W 3/1 4

Wednesday, June 10

Jehovah God commanded the
man, saying, Of every tree of
the garden thou mayest freely
cat: but of the tree of the
knowledge of good and evil,
thou shalt not eat of it: for in
the day that thou eatest there-
of thou shalt surely die.—Gen.
2:16,17, AS.

Just what does obedience
mean and what is involved in
our obedience? Obedience actu-
ally means a compliance with
commands, a rcadiness to per-
form that which is required or
directed by authority, a dutiful-

ness. Obedience is a divine re-
quirement and includes a joy-
ful, willing submission to do
the will of God At the begin-
ning of man’s existence God
commanded obedience from
him. During Adam’s short pe-
riod of obedience he had a clear
and clean conscience; he was
neither afraid nor ashamed.
Obedience meant peace, pro-
tection, happiness, harmony
with God, and life. When he
was driven out of KEden for
disobedience then obedience
was seen in the cherubim who
guarded the way to the tree of
life, so man could not reach it.
W 9/15 2,3

Thursday, June 11

This is the day which Jehovah

hath made; we will rejoice and

be glad in it. Save now, we

beseech thee, O Jehovah: O

Jehovah, we beseech thee, send

now prosperity.—Ps. 118: 2},
25, AS.

God answers prayer. In an-
swering prayer he favors, not
Christendom, but only his true
name-people. Their flourishing
condition at this crucial time
is an answer to their prayer.
He has heard their prayer be-
cause it was offered with a
right motive and was in har-
mony with his will expressed
in the prophecies of his Word.

Thirty-one years ago, at an
international asscmbly of Je-
hovah’s witnesses in 1922, the

presence of Jehovah’s Day was
announced and the above
prophetic prayer was shown to
be appropriate. Today, after
three decades, we can measure
the amount of prosperity He
has sent in this his day. Back
there we were getting started
on the road to postwar pros-
perity. Today the prosperity
bestowed upon us is unparal-
leled in Christian history. W
12/1



Friday, June 12

Worship Jehovah in holy ar-
ray. Let the heavens be glad,
and let the earth rcjoice.
—1 Chron. 16: 29, 31, AS.

While the majority of the
peoples of the nations of earth
turn a deaf ear to this call,
there are many of the othu
sheep who are listening to the
group of praisers in the earth
who love to call their God by
his name Jehovah, and these
sheep are coming to them and
joining them in this song of
praise. Those whose hearts are
right will find Jehovah and
know him because of Jesus the
Shepherd, and they will be
guided to Jehovah’s organi-
zation, (Ps. 22:26,27) They
will worship before Jehovah,
because they know that glory is
due to his name. (Rev. 7:9,
NW) Jesus their Shepherd
acknowledged that there is one
living and true God; not many
gods, not many lor ds. And this
vnique God, the Sovereign
Rauler of the universe, has been
dlstmvumhed from all the false
gods bv having a name which
is worthy of praise on the part
of all creaturcs in heaven and
on earth. W 12/15 9

Saturday, June 13

A purpose sustained thou wilt

guard, saying, Prosper! Pros-

per! because in thee hath he

been led to trust.—Isa. 26: 3,
Ro.

The trusting, confident ones
have their imagination clear
and minds settled. They try to
be godlike, unchangeable, un-
compromising, resolute and re-
liable, having fixity of purpose
and determination to sce it
through. They rest in Jehovah
the strong tower, though trou-
bles increase and all forms of
hostility are stirred up
break down the faith of (xods

people or attack His city. The
loyal and obedient children of
Zion will keep the truth, main-
tain fidelity and remain in the
organization. Shortly the great-
est time of trouble is to come
on this present system of
things, but we know Jehovah
is with us. Therefore we need
not fear. He is our refuge.
Just as nothing in the universe
can disturb the peace, serenity
and tranqmlllty of Jehovah,
for he is the Rock of Ages, so
we will trust in him and be
safe, not only now, but for-
evermore. W 10/1 25a

Sunday, June 14

Now I exhort you, brothers,

. that therc should not be

divisions among you, but that

you may be fitly united in the

same mind and in the same

line of thought.—1 Cor. 1: 10,
NW,

The service privileges grant-
ed to the faithful anointed ones
as a class and the punishment
meted out to the unfaithful
ones as a class are shown at
Matthew 24:45-51. Matthew
25:14-30 shows Christ’s deal-
ing with faithful and unfaith-
ful slaves as individuals. As
individuals each one must
strive to measure up to the
Master’s requirements, United
as a faithful company of slaves
they comprise a visible theo-
cratlc organization and in
Jesus’ illustration are pictured
as a “faithful and disereet
slave”, and this composite
slave class must see to it that
it provides properly for all its
individual memgers, the domes-
tics. God does not have several
discreet slave classes, several
theocratic organizations among
which the work is divided.
“Does_the Christ exist divid-
ed? No! It is ‘“one body”.
—1 Cor. 1:13; 12:12,13,
NW. W 2/1 6a



Monday, June 15

When he ascended on high he

led captive a multitude; he

gave gifts in men—Eph, 4: 8,
NW.

These ‘“gifts in men” were
apostles, prophets and evange-
lists, men who went about serv-
ing the congregations. They
were given the gifts of the
spirit, which were in effect in
Paul's day. (1 Corinthians 12,
NW) 'These men helped the
young congregation to get
strong and bind themselves
in unity so as_to be used in
God’s praise and worthp Paul,
who was one of those “gifts in
men”, wanted the visible or-
gamzatlon of Jehovah to be
at unity, at a oneness of its
members (Eph :1-3) The

“gifts in men’ had ‘been given
for that very purpose. Having
been called to Jehovah’s or-
ganization and given freeness
of speech, then every individ-
ual in the visible organization
should walk worthily of that
calling. Faithfulness in_service
as ministers is required of all,
shepherds and flock alike. W
1/1 22,24

Tuesday, June 16

But is it for nothing that [Job]

reverences God? Have you not

hedged him safely inf—Job
1:9,10, iMo.

. This seems to indicate that
right from the rebellion Je-
hovah took independent action
as to any interests he had in
the earth regardless of Satan,
and that he exercised over-
riding superior authority
whenever it pleased him. To
any of mankind who rendecred
true worship to him God
now arranged to give special
angelic protection. God gave
his recognition to Abraham,
Isaac and Jacob, and had a
guardian angel to guide them

in Palestine. As the hosts of
Israel moved out of KEgypt
in 1513 B.C, the angel of Je-
hovah moved from in front of
them to their rear, to act as a
rearguard to keep the Igyp-
tians from overtaking them.
After the days of Israel’s typi-
cal theocracy, when God’s
people were captive in DBaby-
lon, Michael, the guardian an-
gel prince of Israel, was on the
Job safeguarding Jehovah’s in-
terests in the earth., This
guardian angel of Israel was
doubtless Jesus Christ in his
prehuman existence. W §/1

]

Wednesday, June 17

I know @ man in union with
Christ who . . . was caught
away into paradise and heard
unutterable words which it is
not lawful for a man to speak.
—2 Cor. 12:2,}, NW.

The terms “vertical rapture”
and ‘‘horizontal rapture” de-
scribe the time feature of the
actual inspired pxcture or
revelation. By “rapture” is
meant the experience when by
vision, dream or trance the
holy active force of God ‘bears
along’ the prophet’s mind to
see things of God. If while in
this rapture the inspired serv-
ant is given exalted visual
powers to see what actually
exists in earth or heavcn at
that point of time, such is re-
ferred to as ‘“vertical rapture”.
An _excellent example of this
is the case of the apostle Paul
where he was carried away in
mind to see the highest heavens
where God dwells. He vividly
saw the paradisaic spiritual
prosperity that existed in
God’s organization in Paul's
day then and there. It was not
a prophecy but an actual in-
sight into the operations of
God’s invisible organization.
W 4/15 22,23



Thursday, June 18

God setteth the solitary in

families: he bringeth out the

prisoners into prosperity.—Ps.
68:6, AS.

Think of the spiritual pros-
perity into which Almighty
God has brought us—us who
were once prisoners inside this
Babylonish world ! Our prayers
for the last thirty years for
him to save us and send us
prosperity have been answered
beyond our expectations this
side of Armageddon. How his
bholy Word has been made
clearer to us, its mysteries, its
sacred secrets, unraveled for
us ! There is no longer any un-
certainty as to why we have
been left on earth since the
end of the “appointed times of
the nations” in 1914, no doubt
as to what our mission is. We
have God’s messa%e for today.
Once marked by the enemy for
death by their persecutions, we
know that God revived us from
our deathly state and that our
foes are the ones who will die
at Armageddon but we are
now marked by God’s power
for life in the new world, even
by surviving Armageddon’s de-
it3ructive warfare, W 12/1 12,

Friday, June 19

That we may go on leading a

calm and quiet life . . . This

is right and acceptable in the

sight of our Savior, God,

whose will is that all kinds of

men should be saved—1 Tim.
2:2-4, NW,

Early Christians prayed con-
cerning rulers, if not always
on their behalf, that the work
of preaching might prosper.
Morcover, prayers that con-
cerned rulers might also be
viewed as on their behalf, in
the sense that if they con-
formed to the petitions they

would be in a better position
with God. If the prayers for
just administration of public
affairs on the part of officials
arc answered and lead to a
calm existence, without violent
persecutions  and  mobbings,
without bans and imprison-
ments, then they work good for
all kinds of men, and not just
for Jchovah's witnesses and
the rulers. So it is in the in-
terests of saving all kinds of
men and bringing them to a
knowledge of the truth that we
pray concerning rulers and
others in high station. Wide-
spread preaching aids all kinds
of men. W 6/15 21a

Saturday, June 20

But because of the promise of
God he did not waver in a lack
of faith, but became powerful
by his faith—Rom. 4: 20, N

. Too many think, “I can’t do
it. That work was not for me.”
But everyone who comes under
God’s organization must even-
tually become a good minister.
That is part of his training in
carrying on true worship in
holy array. Look at Abraham’s
faith, Do you have such faith
that what appears to be im-
possible you can do by Je-
hovah’s help? The help is there.
Use it. Make it work for you
in all the meetings you attend.
So you believe you could not
be a minister, a proclaimer of
the good news for Jehovah
tod? If so, then you lack
faith and you will not be a
minister. You will not even
try. But if you have faith
and believe in Jehovah’s power
and you put forth every effort
to study, attend the meetings
and take in knowledge from
God’s Word so as to worship
him with all his people, then
you will worship Jehovah in
his great organization, in holy
array. You can bring glory to
God. W 12/15 Ta



Sunday, June 21

Fathers, . . . go on bringing

[your children] up in the dis-

cipline and authoritative ad-

vice of Jehovah.—Eph. 6: 4,
NW.

Truly there is a wealth of
theocratic training and educa-
tion available to assist the
Christian parent in leading his
children to Christ Jesus as
King of the new world. May
every theocratic parent take
heart and commence with a
renewed interest the training
of his children. Many will be
your joys and great will be
your satisfaction as you rear
your children in the way of
divine favor. Be God-fearing
parents raising your children
in godly devotion. Do all in
your power to give them that
florious hope of everlasting
ife in the new world. Shield
and protect them from the
dangers and snares of the old
world. Plant in their hearts
the seed of truth and ever be
busy in watering and nourish-
ing the spiritual growth of
our dear ones. Train your
eloved ones now with that
new world outlook which is
sound, practical and, above
all, brings them Jehovah’s
%essing of endless life, W 1/15

a

Monday, June 22

Hand such a man over to
Satan for the destruction of
the flesh, in order that the
spirit may be saved in the day
of the Lord.—1 Cor. 5: 5, NW.

God's holy spirit operates
upon his people. It is his
active force; it is his direction
upon his congregation. We,
the congregation, must have
the same spirit of God. We
must bear witness one to the
other. That spirit that we get
from the understanding of
God’s Word must remain ac-

tive, it must be preserved, it
must be saved. And if this
early congregation in Corinth
had had this man who com-
mitted fornication remain in
their midst, or if Paul had not
taken action, then that little
leaven would have fermented
and corrupted the whole con-
gregation, the whole lump.
That is why Paul had to take
action and clean it out, so that
the spirit of God, this pure,
holy spirit or active force of
God, and the spirit of the
congregation based on God’s
‘Word, would remain and be
saved, all to the honor of Je-
hovah’s name. W 38/1 9

Tuesday, June 23

Be as freec people, and yet

holding your freedom, not as

@ blind for moral badness, but

as slaves of God.—1 Pet. 2: 16,
NwW.

The word freedom in its
broad sense as used in the
Bible and in the field of gov-
ernment means merely “acting
at will”, Freedom has been de-
fined as “the state of being
free; liberty; self-determina-
tion”, Freedom, therefore, is
the acting and the performance
of acts freely according to one’s
will, with or without re-
straints, for the general wel-
fare. Accordingly, the subject
of freedom involves the faculty
of “‘free will” which God as the
Creator Superior has given to
angels and men so that they
can conduct themselves volun-
tarily in a way pleasing to
their Maker. It is in this area
of action where man is allowed
to exercise his free will that
the use of freedom comes in.
It is this field of *free will”
action wherein governments,
both theocratic and man-made,
grant controlled liberties and
freedoms.—1 Cor. 7:37, NW.
w /1 3,4



Wednesday, June 24

The days are at hand when
every vision shall be fulfilled.
—HBzek., 12: 23, AT.

The remnant of the anointed
have been brought together;
hundreds of thousands of the
other sheep have already been
gathered; the old world has
been warned; new systems of
things are commencing; God’s
beloved Son has been en-
throned in heaven; the old-
world ruler and his demons
have been removed and de-
based; false religion has been
exposed ; the “rich man” class
is in torments. True worship
has been restored. The King-
dom message is being published
everywhere. Unity has come to
Jehovah’s people. The theo-
cratic organization is now re-
stored. And marvelous things
are yet to take place: Babylon
the Great will be utterly de-
stroyed ; wars will be stopped ;
all iniquity and every form of
wickedness will be ended, with
a full restoration of all the
things man lost through dis-
obedience, and uplifted man-
kind will enjoy endless peace,
i%y, happiness and life. W 8/1

a

Thursday, June 25

Guard your heart with all vig-

ilance, for thence arc the well-

springs of life—Prov. 4:23,
A

Let us guard well, at all costs
and at all times, our complete
and unselfish heart-devotion to
Jehovah, which is the very
essence of our dedication vows,
Like Jesus, we have responded
to the invitation: “My son,
give me thy heart.” Does this
minimize the importance of
Jehovah’s work and our part
therein? Not at all. It aids us
to take a mature view of it, to
zealously engage in it with the
right motive, because we love

him with everything we have
and because we love our neigh-
bor and want him to share in
the same blessings we enjoy.
Engaging in Jehovah’s service
is the essential and constant
proof of our dedication main-
tained. A mature understand-
ing by the aid of God’'s spirit
leads to a mature worship
“with spirit and truth”, and
which finds its full expression
in mature, sacred service. In-
separably linking the two, Je-
sus said: “It is Jehovah your
God you must worship, and it
is to him alone you must ren-
ggr sacred service.” W 8/15
a

Friday, June 26

Belicve his prophets, so shall
ye prosper.—2 Chron. 20:20.

‘We can never succeed in our
own strength or by our own
wisdom. When we face con-
ditions that threaten our
prosperity as God’s people, we
simply have to rely upon Je-
hovah’s strength, while we en-
courage ourselves to do so by
remembering his marvelous
deeds recorded in his Word,
also his deeds toward us in
fulfillment of his prophecies.
We must display faith in his
prophecies for our future. We
need the guidance and en-
couragement of his prophecies,
which he makes plain to us in
this time of crisis. It is wisdom
on our part to hearken to
God's prophets speaking to us
through his Word. It is neces-
sary therefore for us to study
the prophecies privately and go
where we can hear them dis-
cussed, at meetings in our
Kingdom Halls or in our
various assemblies, If we take
heed and seek always the ad-
vancement of God’s Word and
Kingdom interests_ we_ shall
prosper, for his Word will
never return to him void.—Isa.
55:11; 9: 7. W 12/1 21,22



Saturday, June 27

Happy the man who never

goes by the advice of the un-

godly, . . . but finds his joy in

the Hternal's law, poring over

it day and niﬂtt.—}’s. 1:1,2,
0.

Today Jehovah’s witnesses
are the only group holding true
to God’s law, his rule of action.
They are loyal to the highest
authorities in the universe, Je-
hovah God and Christ Jesus,
and faithfully adhere to the
theocratic government, giving
unswerving allegiance to it and
to its King., They are also loyal
to the “faithful and discreet
slave”, to the truth and to
their brothers in the faith.
Loyalty is known only when it
is demonstrated, and it is ac-
tually revealed when there is
trouble, adversity and tempta-
tion. Once it is manifested,
however, confidence in the loy-
al one results. Those who
want to be loyal must study
Jehovah’s Word and learn his
ways, understand his prin-
ciples upon which he acts, and
his motives, and at the same
time learn how to depart from
the ways of the wicked. W
9/15 3,4a

Sunday, June 28

The voice of the Eiernal peals

across the waters—it is the

God of glorg thundering.—Ps.
29: 8, Mo.

Jehovah’s name will be made
known to all the nations of
the earth by the proclamation
of it by his witnesses. But even
a greater witness will be made,
for he will reveal himself by
performing wonderful acts. Je-
hovah’s voice is heard in thun-
der, and at the battle of Arma-
geddon they will know who is
striking against the nations
of the earth; even as when Je-
hovah struck against Pharaoh

in Egypt, Jehovah's voice was
heard and felt in his expres-
sion of wrath upon man and
beast. When the battle of
Armageddon strikes, the na-
tions of the earth will not
hearken to the voice of Je-
hovah. Now they can hear it
through his faithful witnesses,
but then it will be too late.
There will not be a last-minute
confession on their part that
they were wrong and then all
running to Jehovah’s side. No,
they will harden their hearts
as they always had done at
hearing Jehovah's voice, W
12/15 8a

Monday, June 29

He openeth also their ear to
instruction, and commandeth
that they return from iniguity.
I i they hearken and serve him,
they shall spend their days in
prosperity, and their years in
plcasures.-——ggb 36. 10,11,

We want to keep on enjoying
the prosperity and gladness
with which Jehovah has fa-
vored his chosen people and
nation, do we not? Well, then,
we need to watch all the time
against forgetting his mighty
acts and loving-kindness to-
ward his nation and at last
becoming complainers, selfishly
ambitious, immorally unclean,
desirous of the things of this
world, fearful of world powers,
idolizing our own wills and
opinions, rebellious, neglectful
of our responsibilities inside or
under the theocratic organiza-
tion. Having been delivered
from this Babylonish world,
we can never return to its sins
and at the same time share the
further prosperity of God’s
instructe eople. Our own
spiritual welfare dictates that
we seek always the welfare of
God’s organization, praying
for its prosperity,~—~Pg, 122: 6-
9, AS. W 12/1 20



Tuesday, June 30

I appeared . . . as God Al

mighty; but by my name Je-

hovah I was not known.—Ez.
6:3, AS.

Jchovah’s title God means
the creator of heaven and
earth, of all things good and
the giver of life to the obe-
dient. As the Almighty, his
power is unlimited. He reveals
himself as the Most High, the
great Supreme One, the High-
est Power. Also as “Jehovah of
hosts”, he is seen to be in
command of all the heavenly
forces. As Father he reveals
himself as the Source of life,
and the kind Provider for all
who will live forever. Many
wonderful significations are
embraced with the name Je-
hovah: self-existing, mighty,
merciful, kind beyond discover-
ing, long-suffering, strong,
bountiful, true, preserver and
pardoner, righteous, vindicator,
and others. (Ex. 34:5-7, AS)
This is Jechovah, the One to
whom we can go in every time
of need, for all circumstances
and conditions, and have com-
plete confidence and security,
the Jehovah we must know,
fear and worship. W 10/1 8,9

Wednesday, July 1

Earnestly endeavoring to ob-

serve the oneness of the spirit

in the uniting bond of peace.
—EBph. 4:3, NW.

Look at the situation as it
existed back there in Paul’s
day. At one time all had dif-
ferent ways of life, different re-
ligions and teachings, but now
they were to live together un-
der one God with one Bible,
the Word of God, as their
guide. They were to make up
his visible organization, having
freencss of speech and a deter-
mination to do God’s will. If
this organization was to be

successful then they must work
together. They must see alike
and have the same positive
views in mind. All must realize
that the purpose for gathering
these servants of the Most
High is to preach this good
news of the Kingdom, magnify
Jehovah’s name and announce
Christ Jesus. Jehovah was
dealing with all the body mem-
bers through his Word and his
visible organization, and, what
is more, he is doing the same
in this day for our oneness as
a body. W 1/1 26,25

Thursday, July 2

Become an example to the
faithful ones in speaking, in
conduct, Pay constant
attention to yourself and to
your tcacking. Stay b% these
things, for by doing this you
will save both yourself and
those who listen to %gu.
—1 Tim. }: 12,16, NW.

To the many who have been
basking in the proper climate
of theocratic freedom for sever-
al years the counsel is given,
Be a genuine example to the
new ones now embracing free-
dom. By your cxample in
walking circumspectly as to
the rights of others and in
keeping bounded by the proper
theocratic restrictions to our
Christian freedom, you will aid
the incoming new ones to ad-
vance to maturity. They will
develop respect for God's re-
quirements and become more
efficient members of the New
World society. By conforming
ourselves to the present Chris-
tian organizational procedures
we will be that much better
trained to become new world
administrators after Armaged-
don. Continue provm% your in-
tegrity as ministers of the good
news, that your goal of ever-
lasting life in the new world
may become a blessed reality.
W 7/1 29a



Friday, July 8

In the place which Jehovah

shall choose . . . there thou

shalt offer thy burnt-offerings.
—Deut, 12: 14, AS.

A place of worship and
sacrifice first must be chosen
by Jehovah, and according to
law only the place dedicated is
permitted to be used. The sanc-
tuary is to be one only, that
God’s people may be kept in
theocratic wunity. In Israel’s
day there grew up a multiplic-
ity of places promoting the
growth of idol worship. The
tabernacle was the center of
Israel and the right worship
meant the unity of Israecl. In
these last days some ignore the
chosen place of meeting, where
God speaks to his people,
around the “faithful and dis-
creet slave”, the place chosen
and proved so for nearly sev-
enty years. Those who choose
their own places of worship
and service and teach others
likewise run the risk of being
completely cut off from the
congregation, even as it was
with the typical people. (Lev.
17:4) They are disloyal to
Jehovah and his chosen organi-
zation. W 9/15 16a

Saturday, July 4

Worship Jehovah in holy ar-
ray [in festal attire! Mo].
—Ps. 292, AS.

This expression takes in so
much. It is hard to compre-
hend the magnificent spectacle
that takes place-in the heavens
and upon the earth now when
this Psalm comes into complete
fulfillment. When Jehovah God
had called out the children of
Israel as a special people, he
had his priests array them-
selves in holy garments. Aar-
on’s garments were most
beautiful and distinguished
him from the other priests.
In days gone by when Jeho-

vah's people were marching
through the wilderness, he
had them array themselves in
proper positions. All this was
done according to his direction.
It was organization. Iach
tribe was happy to take its
right position. It was not that
one tribe was trying to be in
first position. It was that God
had placed them by his own
direction. Jehovah was their
God and he guided them. He
led them through the wilder-
ness and eventuallﬁ into the
Promised Land. They should
have worshiped him in holy
array. W 12/15 11

Sunday, July 5

For Christ entered, not into a
holy place made with hands
which s a copy of the reality,
but into heaven itself, now to
appear before the person o
God for us.—Heb. 9:24, NW.

It was not enough for Jesus
to lay down his sacrifice on
earth. He also had to ascend
and present his sacrifice to God
in heaven. He did not take his
human body with him, for
“flesh and blood cannot inherit
God’s kingdom”. (1 Cor.
15:50, NW) He took with
him the merit or value of
his human life, symbolized by
blood. He presented that to
God as a sin-removing ransom
sacrifice., (Ifeb, 13:11,12;
Lev. 17:11-14; 16: 14-16) By
gresenting his sacrifice in

eaven he laid the foundation
for the coming new world. For
the sacrifice of the mass to be
presented to God, the Catholic

riest offering the mass would
ﬁimself have to imitate Jesus
and ascend to heaven in order
to get it into God's presence.
Since the sinful clergyman
griost cannot do this, his sacri-

ce of the mass must fail to
bring about cancellation of
3%;152(;0!' Catholics. W 2/15



Monday, July 6

At the mouth of two witnesses,

or at the mouth of three wit-

nesses, shall the matier be
established.—Deut, 19: 15.

To disfellowship one, first of
all a charge must be made.
But no charge can be accepted
unless there are two or three
witnesses to establish the fact.
That means an investigation.
The company servant, the as-
sistant company servant, the
Bible study servant, and may-
be some other mature brothers
in the company should be
called together to have a hear-
ing, and those who are charged
and the witnesses must be
brought in_ and the matter
discussed. They cannot come to
a conclusion that this person
should be put out of the con-
gregation on mere rumor or
gossip. There must be two or
three eyewitnesses that know
stich and such a thing occurred
or was said. A decision cannot
be made on guesswork. As
long as we cannot prove it out
of the mouth of two or three
witnesses, that person cannot
rightly be rejected. Otherwise
we may be doing that individ-
ual a great harm. W 3/1 6a

Tuesday, July 7

Thus shalt thou do wunto

Aaron, and to his sons, . . .

seven days shalt thou conse-
orate them.—Ha. 29: 35.

Our English word ‘conse-
crate” really translates a
froup of Hebrew words which
iterally mean “fill the hand”,
that is to say, put full power in
the hand of those who are to
serve in office. In picture of this
the ram of consecration was
killed and cut up and parts of
it together with certain baked
goods from the basket of con-
secration were put by Moses
upon the hands of Aaron and

his sons and were waved be-
fore Jehovah, After that the
things waved were burned “on
the altar upon the burnt-offer-
ing: they were a consecration
%an installation-offering, AT]
or a sweet savor: it was an
offering made by fire unto Je-
hovah”. (Lev. 8:28, AR)
When God chooses and calls
us for his service and_ then
fills our willing hands and puts
power in their possession, so
empowering us, we have au-
thority indeed from the right
source and we can act with
confidence, for God backs us
up. W 5/15 15

Wednesday, July 8

If a ruler listen to lies, all
his servants become depraved.
—Prov, 29: 12, AT.

The people must accept re-
sponsibility for the nation’s
acts. If the government be-
comes too oppressive they oust
it either by ballots or bullets.
But wickedness against God
they tolerate. To them per-
sonal convenience and liberty
are more precious than god-
liness. They lack the burning
love for righteousness and the
devouring hate for wickedness
that would consume the cor-
ruption now rampant in all
human governments. Nations
operate according to the prin-
ci{)le of community responsi-
bility. Rulers may start wars.
but the people fight them. The
nations in their wars sow
death on the basis of commu-
nity responsibility. Will it not
be just for them to reap it on
the same basis at Armageddon?
Can they rightly complain if
they reap as ey sow, are
judged as they judge, are
shown the same mercy they
showed? If the people either
actively or passively support
what 1s corrupt and immoral
and murderous, do_they not
bear some reSf)onsiblhty there-
for? W 6/1 14a



Thursday, July 9

But I will make a compact o
my own with you; you shall
enter the barge, you and your
song and your wife and your
sons’ wives along with you.
—CQen. 6: 18, Mo.

The first great patriarch or
family head of the immediate
ost-flood society was Noah,

rom the Bible’'s account of
his _activities and from later
evidence of his leadership, we
observe that Noah was a great
organizer of society. For
about 40 or 50 years before the
flood, Noah organized his
family for the building of the
ark. This was a prodigious
project necessitating the gath-
ering and assembling to-
gether of much timber and
other materials, All this re-
quired negotiations with neigh-
boring peoples, payment in
money for goods and services
and making of contracts which
brought into play rules of con-
duct ahd business. Likewise
the marshaling together of the
host of animals which later
entered the ark required é)lan-
ning and _orderly handling.
Noah, the 599-year-old shrewd
organizer, after caring for all
preliminaries, went into the
ark in 0 B with an
organized socie%g of which he
was the head. 7/15 3

Friday, July 10

Now [Jesus'] parents were ac-

customed to travel from year

to year to Jerusalem for the

feast of the Ipassover.—Luke
2:41, NW.

Take your whole family to
every circuit, district and na-
tional assembly arranged by
the Society. gave up your
money to this end. Weeks be-
fore the event build up a keen
interest and desire to attend
the assembly. Instruct your
children while en route to the

assembly city. At the assembly
seé that the children meet your
many friends from far and
near, See that they attend the
baptismal service to learn how
this is done and what it signi-
fies. Then when they are old
enough to symbolize their ded-
ication to Jehovah’s service,
encourage them to take that
proper step. While at the as-
sembly discuss in company and
in hearing of the young im-
portant points brought out at
the sessions. In fact, for wecks
following the assembly there
should be much food for dis-
cussions at your evening meal-
times at home. W 1/15 14a

Saturday, July 11

Save us, O Jehovah our God,
and gatﬁcr us from among the
nations, to give thanks unto
thy holy name, and to troiuml)k

in thy praise~—Ps,
AR. '

The work before the war of
Armageddon is not yet done.
Our own salvation is not yet
complete. There are number-
less other sheep far from Je-
hovah’s Right Shepherd who
need help toward salvation.
Qur prayers need to rise to
God, widening out beyond our
own individual salvation and
taking in that of these other
sheep, many of whom the Right
Shepherd must yet gather.
Among all nations they are
held Erisoner to Babylon
through ignorance and fear, but
deep down in their hearts they
long to share in the prosperity
of Jehovah’s chosen ones and
to rejoice in the gladness of
his nation. Until we have
worked for their deliverance
according to God's will the
prayer is not fully answered
for God to save US and gather
US (not simply me) from
among the nations, to thank hig
holy name and to triumph
glél‘(él‘llgh praising him. W 12/1



Sunday, July 12

You are doing well in paying
attention to it as to a lam
shining in a dark place, until
. . . a daystar rises, in your
hearts.—2 Pet. 1:19, NyW.

We not only need an intel-
lectual appreciation of the
truth but it must really sink
into our hearts, The Lord Je-
sus Christ is ‘“the bright and
morning star’” and he it is who
heralds the new day. (Mal
4:2, AS) In 1918 some of
Jehovah’s anointed realized the
King was present and a few
years later knew he had come
to his temple for judgment.
And in 1925 the fact and truth
came home that the Kingdom,
‘the man child,” had been born.
How the hearts of the people
of God rejoiced! Th}? knew
the King and the Kingdom
were here, and they have not
ceased to sing and shout aloud
the good news of the Kingdom.
They saw these things cfearly
and believed them. The morn-
ing star had risen in their
hearts, and it can rise in the
hearts of others if they will
wholly concentrate their minds
upon the thm'gs of the King-
dom. W 8/1 2ba

Monday, July 13

My people are destroyed for
lack of knowledge.—Hos. 4: 6.

If sincerity were the deter-
mining factor, why should God
bother with providing the
Bible? He could look upon the
heart and judge on the grounds
of sincerity or insincerity, and
save or destroy on that basis.
(1 Sam. 16:7) Accurate
knowledge is necessary, and
lack of it has brought to ruin
professed servants of Jchovah.
Hence God provided the Bible
to guide our steps. “Thy word
is a lamp unto my feet, and a
light unto my path.” (Ps.

119:105) It is not an un-
necessary provision that can
be set aside in favor of per-
sonal ideas or sectarian creeds.
All the religious organizations
of Christendom are not merely
different roads leading to the
same place of salvation. It is
the road to destruction that is
broad enough to accommodate
the hundreds of different scets
and cults, whereas the road to
life is so narrow and cramped
that it allows for no deflection
from the Bible’s guiding pre-
cepts.—Matt. 7:13,14, NW.
W 3/15 12a

Tuesday, July 14

You . . . are members of the

houschold of God, and you

have been built up upon the

foundation of the apostles

and prophets.—Hph. 2: 19, 20,
NWw.

In building up the Christian
congregation various groups of
servants and their specialized
services were required, among
which were the Christian

rophets. These seemed to

ave been outstanding spokes-
men in the early church and
are said to be second to the
apostles. Indeed the “household
of God” is said to be built on
the a%ostles and these proph-
ets. (1 Cor. 12:28) It appears
these Christian prophets were
traveling speakers for the gov-
erning body of the congrega-
tion in Jerusalem. Not only
did they give talks on the ful-
fillments of the prophecies re-
corded in the Hebrew Scrip-
tures, but they were also used
to utter new revelations of spir-
itual knowledge which grad-
ually became incorporated in
the general beliefs and prac-
tices of the early congregation.
Many of these revelations are
preserved for us in the Chris-
tian Greek Scriptures. W 4/15
8



Wednesday, July 15

But when there is @ turning to
Jehovah, the wveil i3 taken
away.—2 Cor. 3: 16, NW,

The first necessary step to-
ward dedicating ourselves is
that there must be a “turning
to Jehovah”. That applies in
the case of one who has for-
merly been a member of a
religious system of Christen-
dom as well as in the case of
one who has made no profes-
sion of belonging to God’s
covenant people. Rcspeqtins
the Jews the apostie explaine
that they had made no prog-
ress because *“‘a veil lies upon
their hearts’’. Ah, that was the
root of their trouble. It was
not that they lacked the men-
tal ability, but they had not
the proper heart desire, which
would be manifested by a
spirit of faith and humility.
IKlsewhere, the same apostle
puts his finger on the root
cause of the wrong heart atti-
tude when warning his Hebrew
brothers about a “wicked
heart lacking faith by drawing
awaqy from the living God”. So
we, cannot begin to make prog-
ress in the right direction un-
less we turn to Jehovah in
faith. W 8/15 2, 3a

Thursday, July 16

Jerusalem! that hath been

builded, a true city all joined

together as onc. For the sake

of my brethren and friends Oh

might I speak [saying], Peace

be within theeIé—Ps. 122: 8,8,
0.

For increase in growth both
individually and as an organi-
zation, the factor of unity and
co-operation is most essential.
Take the picture of God’s city,
Zion or Jerusalem. Psalm 122
says that it is “a city that is
compact together”. Because
Jehovah’s house, the temple, is
therein, it is the center of

united worship. It is also the
governing center for the whole
nation, with its throne of
judgment and of the reigning
King. It is not a silent city;
it resounds with praise and
thanksgiving. Jehovah’s people
flock to it for that very pur-
pose. This is_the strong bond
that unites all true Israelites,
both the “brethren” (the spir-
itual house) and their “com-
panions”, their “friends”, con-
straimn(f all to continually
seek and pray for its peace and
prosperity, knowing ‘“they
shall frosper who love thee”.
W 9/1 7a

Friday, July 17

Ascribe unto Jehovah, ye kin-

dreds of the people, .. . glory

and strength; . . . worship Je-

hovah in holy array.—1 Chron.
16: 28,29, AS.

We find Jehovah’s people
organized in small units where
they carry on Bible studies, in
larger units where they carry
on company organization, and
in still larger arrangements
where they have their circuit
assemblies. Then many circuits
are gathered together into dis-
trict organizations, and all of
these distriets in certain local-
ities come under the direction
of a branch organization.
These branch organizations
are scattered throughout the
world, but they still come un-
der the direction of the home
office. All receive the same
organizational instructions
through the Watchtower mag-
azine. They know how to act,
what to say and to do, how to
comfort the poor and the meek,
how to release the prisoners,
how to bring them forth from
the Devil’s organization into
God’s organization, how to
help these take their stand in
the midst of God’s people and
worship Jehovah in }I:’oly array.
W 12/15 19



Saturday, July 18

David strengthened himself in
Jehovah.~—1 Sam. 30:6, AS.

A certain course may have
to be taken in faithfulness to
the truth and in obedience to
Jehovah’s commandments, but
in doing so evil is threatened.
‘What should we do in such
circumstances ? Encourage our-
selves in Jehovah’s name by
calling to mind what it means
and what is involved in it. It
iS very necessary to encourage
and strengthen ourselves by
calling to mind the course we
have taken, how it was tested
to the best of our ability to
make sure it was in harmony
with God’s will, and, being as-
sured, we stand firm. Then
trust, be confident, do not
doubt, realize fully the name
Jehovabh can be relied upon as
a strong tower, and in it we
are safe. Remember how the
name Jehovah stands for the
Eternal One. He who does
whatever he pleases, the all-
powerful, all-wise, ever-loving
Supreme Sovereign, this God
is our God, our protector at all
times. His eye never slee;}»ls,
his ear is always open and he
can never be caught off guard.
W 10/1 2,4, 5a

Sunday, July 19

There is nothing left for my
lord but our bodies and our
land. Why should we and our
land perish before your eyes?
Buy us and our land in ex-
change ({or {ood, and we and
our lund will be the property
of Pharao—Gcen. 47P: 118), 19,
CB.

A fast-growing crowd, al-
ready hundreds of thousands
strong, have yielded themselves
over to God through Christ to
serve him now and for all time.
In this day when death-dealing
spiritual famine has hit Chris-

tendom and all the rest of this
world but when there is spirit-
ual plenty at the disposal of
the remnant of Christ’s body,
these other sheep have imitated
the Egyptians during the seven-
year famine bg coming to the
Greater Joseph, Jesus Christ.
who has acted now just as
Joseph did. In response to his
rescue of them from a death by
spiritual famine they respond
like those famine-stricken
Egyptians: “You have kept us
alive; let us win the favor of
my lord, and we will be slaves
of Pharao.” So these other
sheep have become State slaves,
Kingdom slaves. W 12/1 13a

Monday, July 20

He gave some as apostles,
some as prophets, some as
missionarics, . . . and teachers,
with a view to the training
of the holy ones for ministerial
work.—Eph. 4: 11,12, NW.

Jehovah is the greatest or-
ganizer and he taught his Son
Christ Jesus how to organize.
‘When on carth Christ selected
disciples and taught them how
to gather more workers. At
that time it mecant a “little
flock” ; now it means the gath-
ering of a “great crowd’ of
other sheep. To asscmble the
“little flock” Jesus, by meting
out the gifts of the spirit to his
followers, arranged for organ-
izing the congregation and de-
veloped that into a strong
working unit, with competent
servants, Today this visible or-
ganization is also being used to
aid the “great crowd” of other
sheep. These are not the “little
flock”, but they must be
brought to maturity in the ac-
curate knowledge of the Son
of God. They will gain life
under the heavenly kingdom in
the new world of righteous-
ness. W 1/1 1,2a



Tuesday, July 21

And they shall build houses,
.« . and they sholl plant vine-
yards.—Isa. 65:21, AS.

Not only will specialized
training in the arts and crafts
cnable youths of our day to be
self-supporting and to make a
success of the pioneer service
later, but such will enable them
to make a practical contribu-
tion toward the building of
Paradise after Armageddon. It
staggers the imagination when
one contemplates the post-
Armageddon needs for skills.
Not only will there be almost
an endless building program
for the civilization of the sur-
vivors, but think of the multi-
tudes who will come back in
the resurrection who will have
to be provided with homes,
food and clothing, It seems
reasonable that all of these
necessities would have to be
produced ahead of time to give
the resurrected ones a decent
reception in a land of plenty.
So every young man and young
woman should prepare now for
a full share in building the
enduring Paradise civilization
that will stand forever as a
tribute to Jchovah’s goodness.
W 1/15 6a

Wednesday, July 22

Ascribe to the LORD the glory
of his name.—DPs, 29: 2, RS.

Today we have throughout
the world many kinds of re-
ligions with their many dif-
ferent gods. Even Christendom
wants to have many gods and
lords, and she wants the sons
of these many gods to be satis-
fied with her recent product,
the new Revised Standard Ver-
sion Bible. So the name Je-
hovah is removed and made
“the LorD”. But this new
version, this revision of their
old version, makes the trans-

lation committee look vague at
Psalm 29:2 (RS). Hence we
ask the Committee, What is his
name? Is it ‘“the LORD”? No!
At Psalm 83: 18, according to
the book entitled “Studies in
the Psalms”, by J. B. Rother-
ham, a very accurate transla-
tion is: “That men may know
that thou, whose name is Jeho-
vah, thou alone art most high
over all the earth.” While
Christendom goes on its way-
ward course, the faithful fol-
lowers of the Almighty will
hearken to the voice of Jeho-
vah, and they will make his
message and iis name known
to the nations. W 12/15 8

Thursday, July 23

“God opposes the haughty ones,
but he gives undeserved kind-
ness to the humble ones.” Sub-
ject yourselves, therefore, to
God.—Jas. 4:6,7, NW.

Subjection to the “superior
authorities” is a matter of
humbleness. We recognize our

reatly inferior position be-
ore the living God. We realize
that we are totally dependent
upon him for life and all its
present and future boundless
blessings. With the increasing
knowledge of his Word our
proper appreciation of _this
subjection is increased. It is re-
flected not only in our preach-
ing activities, but in our as-
sociation as wide-awake mem-
bers of the New World society
and in our domestic spheres of
life also. Subjecting ourselves
to the true superior authori-
ties produces a loving relation-
ship which is one of divine
favor. So let us be in total sub-
jeetion to the new world gov-
ernment. Let us go all out to
make that new world course a
success. Let us daily live and
conform ourseclves as in the
new world and enjoy now to
the full the fruits and the
{»eace of new world adoption.
V 6/15 23,24a



Friday, July 24

Mark a mark upon the fore-

heads of the men that sigh and

that cry for all the abomina-

tions that be done in the midst

[of Jerusalem].—Ezek. 9: 4,
mar.

To be marked in the way
that God approves means life.
It opens up the way for us to
survive Armageddon and enter
into his new world. To be thus
marked we must become the
slaves, the devoted servants, of
the God of the new world. We
must have the identification
mark which unmistakably
shows everybody we meet that
we belong to the Most High
God, Jehovah. Our choice must
be between the mighty god of
this old world and the Al-
mighty God of the everlasting
new world. Whose service is
bound to pay the best wages,
to afford worth-while reward?
Why, of course, that of the
true God, Jchovah. Deciding
to be marked for life in that
new world, it is now urgent
upon us to devote ourselves
to Jehovah God and belong
to him. How? By dedicating
ourselves to him through his
Son and High Priest, Jesus
Christ. W 5/15 4,5

Saturday, July 25

That in the coming systems of

things there might be demon-

strated the surpassing riches

of his wundeserved kindness.
—Hph. 2:7,

The extent of the area of
relative freedom will be ade-
quate to enable the creatures
of whatever status to give the
fullest expression to their per-
fect lives with good to them-
selves and all about them, all
to the glory of their Creator,
God. The area of freedom
permitting free-will actions,
both physical and mental, will
never, in the ages to come, be

fully occupied by the accom-
plishments of the individuals of
that status. At the end of the
thousand-year rule by Christ,
when God’s earthly subjects
come into full possession of
their ‘glorious freedom as chil-
dren of God’, then they will
commence exploits which will
absorb every fully developed
ingenuity, art and talent of the
perfect man. These capabilities
involving the mental, physical
and spiritual powers_ of the
perfect man will achieve ac-
complishments unimaginable in
gléis time of transition, W 7/1
a

Sunday, July 26

I had rather be a doorkecper in

the house of my God, than to

dwell in the tents of wicked-
ness.—Ps. 84: 10.

Sometimes a person’s useful-
ness is hindered by his attitnde
toward God’s work entrusted to
him. He forgets that to carry
on the world-wide preaching
work much equipment is
necessary, and so he allows
his assignment at one of the
Society’s institutions to be-
come commonplace, like any
other job a person might ob-
tain in the world. By losing
sight of the grand privilege he
has of demonstrating love for
Jehovah by willing, joyful serv-
ice, he may be inclined to mur-
mur and complain, or begin to
think no one else works as
hard or has asg little time to
himself. Why should he be
feeling sorry for himself? Did
he not dedicate all he had to
Jehovah? Is he not glad that
his life is filled with privileges
of service to Jehovah? After
sober consideration he will be
grateful that he has much to
do. Is it not better that way
than having too little to do? Of
course it 18! Let more come,
for all we want to do is to
serve Jehovah. W 9/15 10



Monday, July 27

No one cuts e patch from a
new outer garment and sews
onto an old outer garment;
. . . Moreover, no one puls
new twine into old wineskins.
—Luke 5:36,37, NW.
By this illustration Jesus
pointed out that he was bring-
ing in an entirely new system
of things, and that it was not
to be attached to the groups
that followed John the Baptist
or the Pharisces, Jesus was
not bringing in this new system
of things to patch up or bol-
ster up or prolong old worn-out
systems of worship that were
ready for the discard. The
previous religious systems
could not contain the new
system of things, were not
adequate for this new system,
could not exist alongside the
new system, but would be
brought to their end by the new
system of things. Even the
law of Moszs was to be nailed
to the torture stake as being
fulfilled and canceled. The new
Christian organization must
have an entirely new system
of things, permanently scpa-
rate from the old religious
systems that had either failed
or passed the period of their
nsefulness. W 2/1 17

Tuesday, July 28

So, too, Sodom and Gomorrah

. are placed before us as a
warning example by under-
going the judicial punishment
of ererlasting] u;ire.——Judc 7

“Everlasting fire” symboliz-
es the same thing as Gehenna,
namely, second death. The de-
struction upon Sodom and Go-
morrah must be final, or Jude
would not have used it to
illustrate the fate of those de-
filers for whom ‘“‘the blackness
of darkness stands reserved
forever”. (Jude 13, NW) Jude
7 shows that those ancient

cities had their judgment day
back there at_the time of their
destruction, since they are spo-
ken of as having already under-
gone an execution of judg-
ment, “the judicial punishment
of everlasting fire.” By no
wresting of scripture can this
be made to mean a future res-
urrection for slain of Jehovah.
No remnant was saved from
those cities, Lot and his
daughters being sojourners, not
natives., If those slain by Je-
hovah at Sodom have no resur-
rection, then those slain by
him at Armageddon will have
none, for the former pictures
the latter. W 6/1 8,9

Wednesday, July 29

This rebuke given by the ma-
jority is sufficient for such a
man, so that, on the contrary
now, you should kindly forgive
and comfort him.—2 COor.
1 »

If, now, a disfellowshiped
person wants to live in the
new world and if the respon-
sible brothers in the company
put certain restrictions around
him, is it not a great deal
better to stay within those
limits and live than to get out-
gide of those limits and show
that you are rebellious and
acting contrary to God’s law?
Shimei lost his life because he
was not obedient to a very
gracious arrangement on the
part of King Solomon. (1 Ki.
21:36-46) So the servants must
make the decision on welcom-
ing that brother back even-
tually. The servants that dis-
fellowshiped him must make
the announcement to the con-
gregation, saying that, since
this one has repented and they
are now thoroughly satisfied as
to his reformed course of ac-
tion, “we receive him back.”
Then the congregation should
abide by the decision of the
appointed servants because
they have confidence in them.
W 8/1 23,24a



Thursday, July 30

The Eternal's [Jehovah’s, AS]
edict let me tell: “I, I have in-
stalled my king on Sion, on my
sacred hill.”—Ps. 2:7,6, Mo.

Time had come in the fall of
1914 for Jehovah the Univer-
sal Sovereign himself to act!
'Fhe waiting period was over,
and now the desire of all
righteous ones came. Christ
Jesus, the proved and tested
new world’s King, was en-
throned and empowered with
sovereignty from on high. At
last the kingdom of heaven
was established. Now for the
first time in nearly six thou-
sand years there is in exist-
cnce, as respects the entire
earth, a new theocratic govern-
ment with ruling right from
God the true Sovereign. The
“iron and bronze band” of
abeyance was removed from
the “tree stump” and once
again divine sovereignty em-
powered a theocratic govern-
ment to take over the control
of the entire earth. The
“lowest of mankind”, Christ
Jesus, was now exalted wit
I(ingdom right forever.—Dan.
4:15,17, Mo. W 5/1 6b

Friday, July 81

The word spoken by Jehovah
endures forever. . . . this which
has been declared to you as
good news.—1 Pet. 1:25, NW.

Jehovah God assures us that
his Word will be fulfilled. Yes,
his Word will endure. But will
we endure with it? Will we by
our study of it and works in
harmony with it make our
faith strong enough to with-
stand all the assaults that
come against it in these last
days? We can if we study, for
though worldly men like to
smear us and say only the
ignorant believe the Bible, ad-
varcing knowledge is proving

the reverse to be true! It is
the willfully ignorant that shut
their eyes to its vindication by
means of scientific findings and
archaeological diggings, and
above all to its vindication
made manifest by the increas-
ing number of fulfilled proph-
ectes illuminating our times.
So study God’s Word, act in
accord with it, build on rock
foundation, and your faith will
stand the assaults of men now
and the storm of Armageddon
later. Thus we can endure
along with God’s Word to en-
joy life in the foretold new
gv(;)l;'ld of righteousness. W 11/1

Saturday, August 1

In order that they may all be
one, just as you, Father, are in
union with me and I am in
union with you, that they
also may be in union with us.
—John 17:21, NW.

The word ‘“union” is closely
tied in with another word, “or-
ganization.” You cannot have
the one without the other. An
organization is made up of
parts, or members, all inter-
dependent, in union with one
another and at unity with the
whole; a consolidated body.
While the word “organization”
is not found in any Bible
translation, it is a Seriptural
teaching. Take three of the
prominent illustrations used of
God’s people which have par-
ticular application right now:
(1) the human body “harmo-
niously joined together and be-
ing made to co-operate through
every joint”, and (2) the tem-
ple built up of “living stones”,
and (8) .Jerusalem, or Zion,
“a city that is compact to-
gether,” where all “dwell to-
gether in wunity”. Surely or-
ganization is the common
theme throughout these illus-
trations, W 11/15 6a



Sunday, August 2

Jehovah sat as King at the
Flood.—Ps. 29: 10, AR.

There is certainly no ques-
tion in the mind of Jehovah’s
witnesses that Jehovah sat as
King at the Flood. He had
everything under absolute con-
trol. When he opened the
heavens and the waters poured
down on the earth, when the
flood came in_from all sides,
Jehovah was in absolute con-
trol, destroying the enemy,
bringing to nought all the false
gods and their sons, the wor-
shipers of the gods; and there,
riding upon the waters, was
Noah, his family and all that
God desired to have preserved
through the flood. He was
absolute Ruler; he was King.
So will it be in the battle of
Armageddon. He will have full
control, directing his Son as to
what to do in destroying the
Devil and his organization and
%reseljving his own people.

ertainly Jehovah’s witnesses
can have full confidence in the
Sovereign Ruler, Jehovah, And
while this fearful condition
exists in the earth, even while
terror is thrown into the hearts
of the enemy, his servants will
have refuge. W 12/15 17,18a

Monday, August 8

[God’s] will is that all kinds
of men should be saved and

come to an accurate knowledge
of truth.—1 Tim. 2: 4, NW.

Everyone who comes to Je-
hovah’s organization, having
studied God’s Word, must see
it only one way. God never
purposed that there would be
hundreds of different denom-
inations, each having a dif-
ferent faith, a different doe-
trine, ete. There could be only
“one faith, one baptism; one
God and Father”. Jchovah is
desirous that everyone who

seeks salvation come to an
accurate knowledge of these
truths. (Rom. 10:11-13, NW
He wants them to become full-
grown, mature men. The onl
way a person can become full-
grown is to gain knowledge,
and this comes through educa-
tion. The false religions are
not disseminating this accu-
rate knowledge from God’s
Word. On the other hand, Je-
hovah’s witnesses want all
kinds of men to be well ac-
quainted with their Bibles and
have this one faith. If they
have this faith they will mani-
fest themselves as Christ’s
other sheep. W 1/1 3a

Tuesday, August 4

Folf}/ clings to the mind of a
child; the rod will drive it
away.—Prov. 22: 15, Mo.

The constant direction over
the young impressionable mind
is seen to be necessary in view
of the truth above stated. Un-
less properly trained by the
parent, the mind of a child is
bound to go in the way of
worldly foolishness or deadly
folly, “Leave not your child
unpunished ; if you whip him,
you save him from death. You
must whip him with the
rod, and so preserve his life.”
(Prov. 23:13,14, Mo) The
use of the rod here is not
necessarily that of a literal
stick but that of asserting the
rod of parental authority.
Mere words without the sup-
port of parental authority ac-
complish little, “Mere words
will never train a slave; he
understands, but he will not
obey. A spoiled boy sinks to
be a slave, and comes to grief
at last.” (Prov. 29:19,21,
Mo) Training sons and daugh-
ters today is no light matter.
Not all children profit by the
wise training of their parents,
and thus later some fall away
from true worship, W 1/15 10



Wednesday, August 5

The hour is coming in which

all those in the memorial tombs

will hear his voice and come
out—John 5:28, NW.

The resurrection is limited
to those “in the memorial
tombs”. Only those whose
existence Jehovah retains in
his memory will be resurrected,
which remembrance is symbol-
ized by the expression ‘“‘memo-
rial tombs”. That is why the
bodies of eriminals considered
unworthy of a resurrection
were tossed into Gehenna,
where they were consumed,
unlamented, unburied, without
any tomb to memorialize thelr
former existence. So those not
“in the memorial tombs”, or
not thus symbolized as being
in God’s memory, will not be
remembered at resurrection
time. What this means to us to-
day is that those now living in
this time of judgment and who
fail for one reason or_ another
to take a stand for Jehovah,
and are therefore slain by him
at the battle of Armageddon,
will not be retained in his
memory  for a resurrection.
—Jer. 25:33. W 6/1 21a

Thursday, August 6

Every good gift and erery per-

fect present is from above, for

it comes down from the Father

of the cclestial lights.—Jas.
1:17, NW,

Although miraculous gifts
are not in existence among
Christians today, Jehovah, the
Giver of every good gift, has
not overlooked Christians after
the days of the apostles. The
trath itself is a precious gift
that no one has the right to
take away from you. Faith
in God and Christ is likewise
a gift of which none can de-

prive one, Then there are gifts
of singleness and marriage, the
gift of God's undeserved kind-
ness and the indeseribable free
gift of God’s goodness. But the
greatest gift in store for all
faithful Christians is that of
everlasting life. “The gift God
gives is everlasting life by
Christ Jesus our Lord.” (Rom.
6:23, NW) When one receives
that gift he has gained the
prize of the right to life. Ile
who has that right to life holds
it against all others except Je-
hovah God, his Life-giver, who
holds the higher sovereign
rights. W 7/1 25a

Friday, August 7

My Father is glorified in this,
that you keep bearing much
fruit and prove yourselves my
disciplcs.—John 15:8, NW.

The reason why God causes
seed to be sown, a vine or
trees to be planted is to obtain
fruitage to his praise. “Bvery
branch in me not bearing fruit
he takes away, and every one
bearing fruit he cleans, that it
may bear more fruit.” Yes, the
heavenly Father, as owner and
cultivator, looks for and ex-
pects fruit, and then meore
fruit. That is to say, a con-
tinual increase as a result of
mature growth. This is not an
unreasonable expectation, for
e makes every provision
through his Word, and through
his organization, and by the aid
of his spirit, for such to he ac-
complished. Do not get in a
panic because you have only
just come to a knowledge of
these things. God is not im-
patient. He is like the farmer
who “keeps waiting for the
precious fruit of the earth,
exercising patience over it . , .
You, too, exercise patience;
make your hearts firm”,—Jas.
5:7,8 NW, W 9/1 4a



Saturday, August 8

Go on carrying the burdens o
one another, and thus f‘bﬁ
the law o theN({;’émst— al.

’

It may be you are minister-
ing as one of the servants in
a congregation and you have
been given added privileges of
service on behalf of Jehovah's
iwople How do you view them?
Do you call them *“added bur-
dens”? Perhaps you think, “I
should not have so much while
others apparently have so
little.” But why not first ask
yourself, What are these *“‘bur-
dens”’? Are they not the very
precious privileges of Kingdom
service that arc entrusted to
your care in this grand and
slorious ministry? Actually is
it not true that rcally in your
heart you value these services
given to you through the ad-
ministration of the “faithful
and discreet slave”, and that
you truly want to render joy-
ful and willing obodxence"
When you counsider frour priv-
ileges in the proper light, then
how can you do anything else
than thank Jehovah for all he
gives you to do, and render
willing, joyful obedience with
gratitude? W 9/15 11

Sunday, August 9

Your sons end your daughters
shall prophesy.—Joel 2:28.

Jehovah’s people confess no
hwers of inspiration today.

owever, they do pray con-
tinually for more of God’s holy
spirit to understand the many
prophecies already uttered and
preserved for the final reach-
ing work which Jehovah’s wit-
nesses are now undertaking.
They know that the inspired
infailible Scriptures of proph-
ecy will be fulfilled toward
them correctly, They diligently
study the visions and dreams of
God’s faithful men of old. They

can 3uote and copy the in-
ire Scrlptures and can ap-
p y them according to the
facts. They can observe how
God interprets them by Christ
Jesus through the events and
facts that he causes to appear.
They are then faithful in pub-
lishing and preaching the re-
vealed prophecies to the ends
of the earth. The twentieth-
century preaching prophets of
Jehovah are the ones who are
running to_and fro over the
Bible to gain knowledge of the
divine pronouncements Whlc
is on the increase.—Dan. 12:
W 4/15 20a

Monday, August 10

Now I exhort you, brothers, to
keep your eye on those who
create divisions and causes for
stumbling contrary to the

teachmdg which you have
learned, and avoid them.
—Rom. 16: 17 7, NW.

God’s thoughts must become
our thoughts. If we do not
have God’s thoughts, if we do
not meditate upon these things
that the inspired disciples
brought to the attention of the
carly church and that have
been recorded for our learning
now, we are not going to have
Gods thoughts. That is why
we come together as a_congre-
gation to study the Word of
God. If anyone comes into the
congregation to try to upset
adherence to that true Word
of God and causes stumbling
or a division in the congre-
gation, it is necessary to avoid
that one. The bhest way to
avoid him is to disfellowship
that person, get him out of the
congregation, so that the whole
congregation may remain
clean. Only those who have
their minds turned to God’s
teaching are going to inherit
the kingdom of heaven or the
blessipgs of the new world. W

3/112



Tuesday, August 11

Hew the tree down, hack away

its branches, lop off its leaves,

. « . Still, leave the stump of

its roots in the earth.—Dan.
: 14,15, Mo.

Nebuchadnezzar's dream
finds its major application to
the invisible theocratic ruler-
ship originally entrusted to
the covering cherub in Eden.
God’s sovereignty in fact oper-
ating through this anointed
cherub was fittingly described
by the lofty tree. When this
exalted theocratic ruler of men
and animals rebelled by put-
ting at issue the sovereign
supremacy of Jehovah God, he
was forthwith dismissed from
God’s mountainlike organiza-
tion. This was the cutting
down of the lofty tree. To give
hope to righteous mankind
how glad we are to notice that
God in the vision left a stump
of this tree. Clearly this pic-
tures the suspension of the
office of righteous heavenly
rulership through which God
will exercise his sovereignty
again over the earth. It would
be kept in abeyance until He
should come who would frove
his right thereto. W 5/1 16a

Wednesday, August 12

[Abraham] became the father
of Isaac . . . and Isaac of
Jacob, and Jacob of the twclve
family heads.—Acts 7: 8, NW.

God’s dealings with his serv-
ants in ancient Biblical times,
such as the patriarchs Abra-
ham, Isaac and Jacob, and
who comprised patriarchal so-
cieties, foreshadowed many de-
velopments in the new world
order of things. The word
society generally means an or-
ganization of persons associat-
ed together for various pur-
poses, with the individuals

generally living together as
members of a community. For
856 years after the flood of
Noah’s day the form of human
society that Jehovah had deal-
ings with was that of a patri-
archal society. A patriarch
was a family head. Therefore
a patriarchal socicty was the
organization of individuals re-
lated by blood, by marriage or
by adoption who lived and
worked together in a commu-
nity under the leadership of a
male family head. Such a
patriarchal society formed a
;fumily government”, W 7/15

Thursday, August 13

Jehovah thy GQod will raise up

unto thee a prophet from the

midst of thee, of thy brethren,

like unto me; wunto him ye

shell hearken.—Deut. 18: 15,
AS.

Note the great similarity in
the prophet Moses and Christ,
even from birth. An attempt
was made to destroy them as
babes. They received special
teaching from Jehovah during
their 40-day fasting period.
They were raised up for the
deliverance of Jehovah's people
from the world of idelatry and
false worship. They opposed
the representatives of Satan
and exalted and worshiped the
one true Almighty Jehovah,
thus bringing the issue of
supremacy to a victorious cli-
max. They were both ‘lambs’
used for the arranging of cov-
enants made to produce a
special people, a kingdom of
priests. Both built tabernacles
where the glory of Jehovah
dwelt with them in their
priestly services. They were
commanders and leaders, they
had nations though no settled
countries, and they were set
apart for Jehovah's service. W
8/1 11



Friday, August 14

I delight to do thy will, O my
God, and thy law s in my very
heart.—Ps. 40:8, AT.

It is not simply a matter of
dedicating ourselves to a work,
but it primarily means dedicat-
ing ourselves to a person, The
Person, Jehovah. And what
difference does that make? All
the difference in the world. It
helps us to avoid the mistake
of viewing our dedication as
an elementary step taken and
done with, and then getting on
with the work. Rather, it
should be viewed as enterin,
into & vital relationship whic
must at all times be main-
tained and jealously guarded.
For guidance consider our
Leader and Exemplar, Christ
Jesus. The underlying reason
why he could say, “I delight to
do thy will,” and persevere and
stick to that course through the
severest of sufferings and tests
was not just that he saw
it was a good work on which
so much depended, but that of
his relationship with his hecav-
enly Father, acknowledging his
supremacy and loving him
with unbreakable attachment
and devotion. W 8/15 10, 11a

Saturday, August 15
Be slave; to Jehovah.—Rom.

y

Are you Jehovah’s slave? Do
not feel embarrassed at the
term. Let the world scoff all
they want to at the idea that
God has slaves and imagine
that, because they refuse to
be His, they are the slaves to
no one, Every man, woman
and child on earth is and has
to be the lowly servant of one
of two opposing masters. If
you refuse to be Jehovah’s
slave, do not sneer at His
slaves. You are then the low-
down slave of his opposer, Sa-

tan the Devil. You cannot serve
both masters. If you hate and
despise the one, then it is ines-
capable that you must love
and stick to the other. The
only other is the Devil, the god
of Mammon, selfish worldly
riches. You can have him,
if you want to. But as for us,
we choose Jehovah. It is a
blessed state to be his lowly
servants, theocratic slaves.
Greater men than you have
counted it a_high honor to be
such, even Jesus Christ him-
self. We cannot avoid it: we
are the slaves of the God whom
we worship. W 12/1 8a

Sunday, August 16

Every branch in me not bear-
ing fruit he takes away, and
cvery one bearing fruit he
cleans, that it may bear more
fruit.—John 15:2, NW.

What kind of fruit does Je-
hovah expect and require?
Many religious sects, both
Christian and non-Christian,
teach that good living and
devel(apment of character, evi-
denced by patience, kindness,
etc., are the fruitage of godly
devotion. Do not be decelved.
Let us see how Jesus himself
answered the question. After
speaking of the vine, he ex-
piained to his disciples (and
to us) how he had brought
them into a very close relation-
ship as friends and had ap-
pointed them to “keep bearing
fruit”. Finally he defines ex-
actly what he means by bear-
ing fruit: “You, in turn [after
receiving the sﬂrit], are to
bear witness.” He later con-
firmed this when he said: “You
will be witnesses of me . . .
to the most distant part of the
carth,” Today that means the
witness respecting the en-
throned King and his kingdom.
—Matt. 24:14. W 9/1 5a



Monday, August 17

The vision has its own appoint-
ed hour, it ripens, it will
flowcr ; if it be long, then wait,
for it is sure, and it will not

be late—Hab. 2:38, Mo.

When Aaron built the gold-
en calf, yielding to the de-
mands of the people, Moses loy-
ally stood for Jehovah against
this false worship. He took up
his position at the gate of the
camp and said, “Whoso is on
Jehovah’s side, let him come
unto me. And all the sons of
Levi gathered themselves to-
zether unto him.” (Ex. 32: 26,
AS) A decision had to be made,
for Jehoval had been insulted
and his instituted arrange-
ments ignored. In like manner
some now grow weary of wait-
ing, and think that something
has gone wrong with the “faith-
ful and discreet slave”, because
events do not come to pass as
they belicve they should.
Weariness in waiting betrays
many to temptation. If we
wait we shall not lose our
labor, but those who start
things going on their own cer-
tainly do, and furthermore
they ignore and insult Jehovah
and his recognized servant, W
9/15 17a

Tuesday, August 18

Be installed as priests [conse-
crate yoursclves, AV] to the
Eternal this day, for cuvery
mman’s hand has been against
his own son and his own kins-
man—rthat the Lilernal may
hestow the blessing of the
priesthood on you this day.
—FEr. 32:29, Mo.

Since it is God that em-
powers or consecrates a person
for his special service, how
cun we understand the above
text? Note that this was said
to the Levites after all Isracl
had been brought into the law
covenant at Mount Sinai and
after Jehovah had designated

Aaron and his sons to be con-
secrated to the priesthood. The
rest of the tribe of Levi were
therefore to be the temple serv-
ants of those Aaronic priests.
So when Moses called out,
‘Who is on Jehovah’s side?
and the sons of Levi took their
stand alongside Moses, then
Moses told them to give an
expression of their being con-
secrated to Jehovah by slaugh-
tering the apostate Israelites.
Months later, during the first
week of the following year, the
Aaronic priesthood was con-
secrated and installed. W 5/75

Py

Wednesday, August 19

Lo, they have rejected the word
of Jehovah; and what manner
of wisdom is in themf—Jer.

, AS.

Higher crities point to the
account of the three Hebrews
thrown into the fiery furnace,
and say such things were not
done. However, cxcavators at
Babylon found what they
thought at first to be a brick
kiln, until they read the in-
scription on its base: “This is
the place of burning where
men who blasphemed the gods
of Chaldea died by fire.” Scoff-
ers also ridiculed the story of
Daniel in the den of lions, say-
ing that there is no evidence
that such type of punishment
wuas practiced and hence the
book of Daniel is in error.
Mere failure to confirm some-
thing does not automatically
condernn it as false, though
the critics think so. IHowever,
in this case some confirmation
was forthcoming, for exca-
vators revealed a deep pit hav-
ing this inscription: “The
place of execution where men
who angered the king died
torn by wild beasts.” These
may not be the ones the Bible
mentions, but they show such
things existed. W 11/1 12a



Thursday, August 20

Indeed, this is his command-
ment, that we have faith in the
name of his Son Jesus Christ
and be loving one another.
—1 John 3:23, NW.

If something is commanded
by Ged it must be important:
a righteous requirement, a
charge laid upon us, which we
cannot afford to treat lightly.
It is much stronger than an
appeal or exhortation. There is
no option about a command
from God. It must be obeyed.
Another point about faith be-
ing commanded is this: God
never issues a command that
is impossible for the ecreature
to obey. There are ample
grounds for confidence in the

ossibility of exercising faith.

here is no excuse. It depends
on the heart attitude, the ‘right
kind of soil’. The individual is
responsible to ‘turn his faith’
to God’s Son. And not only is
faith necessary to gaining son-
ship as members of the “little
flock’ but the same exercise of
faith is required of the other
sheep, who can share in pray-
ing “Our Kather”, with the
hope of gaining life on earth.
W 11/15 8-10

Friday, August 21

Give ear, ye hewvens, and I
will spealk; and let the earth
hear the words of my mouth.
For I will proclaim the name
of Jehoval: Ascribe ye great-
ness unto our (fod.—Deut.
01,8, AS.

To “ascribe unto Jehovah”
means that we must give, we
must attribute, the right
things to Jehovah God. Is it
not Jehovah who gave us life?
Was he not the Creator of
man and all the things in the
earth? What else could we
give to Jehovah except our

raise? We should be grateful.

e should show our grateful-

ness. So worship him, and not
false gods. It is by what we
do and say that we can show
Jehovah that we recognize his
great power and supremacy,
his strength and his glory. To-
day Jehovah’s witnesses pro-
claim the name of Jehovah, and
they ascribe greatness to their
God. They appreciate the
bounties that fall from God’s
throne and the blessings that
come down from heaven. The

are grateful for an understand-
ing of Jehovah’s teachings and
for his instructions as to how
we are to live today in a new
world society. W 12/15 1-3a

Saturday, August 22

Down to the present hour we

.« . toil, working with our

own hands.—1 Cor. }: 11,12,
NW.

Jehovah’s witnesses can
safely comply with educational
laws requiring the attendance
of children at some approved
school up to certain ages. How-
cver, these schools are resorted
to by Jehovah's witnesses only
for basic secular studies in
reading, writing, mathematics
and some of the arts. Where a
choice is offered, other studies,
as music, typewriting, short-
hand and foreign languages,
will be found to be very useful.
In the high schools it would
be well for the teen-age girls
to take additional courses in
home cconomiecs or domestic
sciences, while teen-age boys
might find it well to specialize
in some field of technical work.
Learning a trade or becoming
proficient in some constructive
line of business will always be
a definite asset for them. Re-
member the apostle Paul as a
youth learned to be a tent-
maker. (Acts 18:3) When
his funds were low he could
always resort to tentmaking to
obtain needed funds. W 1/15

a



Sunday, August 28

Speaking the truth, let us by

love grow up in all things into

him who is the head, Christ.
—Eph. }:15, NW.

Yes, the vital thing was the
speaking of the truth. The
only place the apostles and the
evangelists and missionaries of
their day got the truth was
from God’s Word. It is the
same now. Jehovah’s witnesses
today regularly receive visits
from mature brothers, special
representatives of the Society,
and all of these are required to
speak and live the truth as set
forth in God’s Word. Not only
these mature brothers, but the
whole congregation of God,
must look at things from God’s
Word, seeing harmoniously
and having God’s mind on mat-
ters along with his spirit. By
closely associating one with
another and by showing love
for Jehovah and our brothers,
we will “grow up in all things”.
If we did not have love in God's
visible organization there cer-
tainly would be a standing still
and a retarding of growth.
When there is peace, joy and
love, things grow. W 1/1 Ta

Monday, August 24

Do not try to prevent him, . . .
for he that is not against us is
for us.—Mark 9:39, 40, NW.

In using this text to support
the existence of separate
church groups or faiths, pro-
fessed Christians of today ig-
nore the circumstances of those
times. Not all believers in Je-
sus followed him along with
the twelve apostles. Some who
wanted to follow Jesus were
told to go back home and bear
witness to him there. (Mark
5:18-20) When Jesus sent out
his twelve apostles to preach,

his instructions did not include
any directions to establish
congregations of Christians.
(Matt. 10:1-42) They were
merely to give a witness from
house to house and locate be-
lievers there. So the young
man who was preaching and
casting out demons on the
basis of Jesus’ name did not
have to be in the immediate
company of Jesus and the
twelve apostles, and his being
separated from them did not
imply that he was of a sepa-
rate congregation, for the
Christian congregation had not
been set up at that time. W
2/1 12

Tuesday, August 25

But now I am writing you to
quit mixing in company with
anyone called a brother that is
a fornicator or a greedy person
or an idolater or @ reviler or a
drunkaerd or an extortioner, not
even eating with such ¢ man.
—1 Cor. 5:11, NW.

No communion at all with
these gorsons that are dis-
fellowshiped or put out of the
congregation. Why? Because
this congregation of God must
remain clean, undefiled, pre-
served for pure worshiq of the
Most High. Conse?uent y when
that action of disfellowshiping
is taken it really removes a
person. He is out. If this one
goes from door to door we can-
not stop him. He has just as
much right to go from house to
house as anyone else, but this
congregation will not give him
any territory. It will not ac-
cept his reports. He will not
be one of those listed as a
publisher in this company. He
might put his report in the
report box, but we tear it up
and throw it away. He is not
one of us. W 8/1 10, 15a



Wednesday, August 26

Then Moses took and splashed
the blood on the people, saying,
“There is the blood of the com-
pact which the Hternal has
made with you, on all these
terms!"—Hz. 24:8, Mo.

Moses the mediator inaugu-
rated the law covenant at
Mount Sinai between Jehovah
and the Israelites over the
blood of animal sacrifices, Con-
cerning this we read: ““Conse-
quently neither was the former
covenant inaugurated without
blood.” (Heb. 9: 18, NW) Ac-
cording to this covenant cer-
tain consecrations took place,
God himself consecrating or
installing his priesthood. There
was no individual covenant
with God by which a person
consecrated himself, but the
covenant was made with the
entire nation of Israel through
an individual mediator, Moses.
It was God’s covenant, pro-
gosed and offered by him, and
e speaks of it as “the cove-
nant which I made with their
forefathers in . . . Egypt”. So
he speaks of the entire nation
as being his wife and of him-
self as their husband by virtue
of this law covenant.—Jer.
31:32. W 5/15 26

Thursday, August 27

ITave salt in yourselves, and
keep peace betwcen one an-
other—Mark 9:50, NW.

Salt is a preservative from
decay, and therefore speaks of
purity and permanence. Its un-
alterable nature shows stead-
fastness and immutability, If
the spiritual salt is not there
then there is corruption and
decay. If in our sacrifice to
Jehovah God we do not have
fidelity, trustworthiness and
loyalty then we are good for
nothing. Without doubt the

heat of persecution will not
harm any who are loyal, and
the testings and trials result-
ing from the presence of the
great Judge will be for the
purifying and cleansing of
God’s people. It is very neces-
sary that we have confidence in
our brothers that they will care
for the service and be depend-
able in it. We must be at
peace, but this is impossible
unless we have loyalty, de-
pendability and integrity our-
selves. We must have ‘salt in
ourselves’. It keeps us in the
service, vigorous, quick, ac-
ceptabfe, thorongh and with
brotherly love. 9/15 19, 20a

Friday, August 28

In cvery way we recommend
ourselves as God's ministers,
by the endurance of much, b
tribulations.—2 Cor.6: 4, NW.

Sometimes it is in accord-
ance with God's will for his
servants to be protected from
Ehysical hurt, and sometimes

e permits it to come, but at
all times, if wec understand
what the name of Jehovah
stands for, it will be a “strong
tower” and to it we may go
for safety. If we trust, then
the eventual results will al-
ways be right. Though the
apostle Paul was ‘pressed in
every way, perplexed, perse-
cuted, thrown down’, he was
nevertheless secure. He had an
upright, faithful conduct to-
ward Jehovah and the Lord
Jesus and all men, and also he
had a livinngaith in Jehovah’s
promises. e was meeting
God's approval and felt com-
pletely safe. He knew what the
name of Jehovah stood for, and
could exercise confidence in all
his experiences. Iven though
Paul endured much persecu-
tion and physical suffering, the
protective quality of Jehovah’s
name operated on his behalf.
W 10/1 13,11,12



Saturday, August 29

But as these things start to
occur, raise pyoursclves erect
and lift your heads up, be-
cause your deliverance is get-
ting near.—Luke 21:28, NW.

While the earth is full of
woes on a scale such as never
before experienced by man, de-
liverance draws near for those
honest-hearted ones who are
sighing and crying over all the
abominations that are done in
the earth. Those of us passing
through these dire times since
the marked year 1914 may tru-
ly rejoice, for Jehovah's reign-
ing King, Christ Jesus, has
been set up as a raised signal
around which the peoples of
good will on earth are to rally.

ee, Christ Jesus, the glorious
Signal, stands upon the lofty
height of Mount Zion, the
established kingdom of God!
There he now reigns in the
midst of his enemies in order
to vindicate Jehovah's right to
universal sovereignty and in
order to bless good-will persons
out of all families and nations
of earth. Join in exalting him
with praise! W §5/1 11b

Sunday, August 30

Thy people offer themselves

willingly in the day of thy

power, in holy array.—Ps.
110: 3, AS.

Communistic opposition or
anybody else’s does not dis-
hearten Jehovah’s witnesses.
They continue to preach de-
spite all the persecution. They
are just like Jchoshaphat and
his subjects in his day who
sang to Jehovah and gave
praise in holy array. (2 Chron.
20:20,21, AS) God’s people
did not slack the hand then,
nor will they now, in singing
his praises. Now is the time
for preaching the good news to

the poor, for bringing forth the
prisoners and for comforting
the peoples by telling them of
the God of the new world. Je-
hovah is his name. God’s serv-
ants are offering themselves in
his service willingly., With
real joy they go forward in
their work today in unity with
one another and as one man to
sing the praises of the Most
High. What joy is theirs be-
cause they listen to the voice
of Jehovah! In the words of
the psalmist, they will “wor-
ship Jehovah in holy array”.
—2—2Ps. 29:2, AS. W 12/15 51,
28

Monday, August 31

Then Manoah besought the
Eternal. . . . “let the man of
God . . . tell us how we are
to train the boy that is to be
born.”—Judg. 18:8, Mo.

To Israelites, training meant
to discipline the child accord-
ing to strict theocratic author-
ity. It meant to subject the
child to fixed paths of right-
eousness. The intellectual in-
struction must be put into
practice and an indelible im-
pression made upon the tender
mind as to its value. It would
be like planting and raising a
young tree or a vine, First the
tree or vine must he set in
good soil that is well watered.
The child must have a good
heart condition likened to
“good soil” and then be sub-
jected to a constant supply of
the water of Bible knowledge.
But that is not all: the tree or
vine must then be dirccted as
to its path of growth. Likewise
in the case of a child the fa-
ther and mother must carefully
direct its course of growth in a
set channel. “My son, do your
father's bidding, and reject not
your mother’s directions.”
—Prov. 6:20, Mo. W 1/15 9



Tuesday, September 1

After being baptized Jesus . . .

saw descending like a dove

God’s spirit coming upon him.
—Matt. 3: 16, NW.

Immediately after he sym-
bolized his dedication to God
by being baptized in Jordan’s
stream, Jesus received the evi-
dence that God had accepted
his dedication and was now
consecrating him_to his spirit-
nal service as High Priest. In
what way? Just as Moses on
the first day of the consecra-
tion ceremony anointed his
brother Aaron with the holy
anointing oil to be high priest,
80 (God anointed Jesus with the
holy spirit and let his voice be
heard from heaven saying:
“This is my Son, the beloved,
whom I have approved.”
(Matt. 3:17, NW) By dedi-
cating himself it was not
something that Mary had done
for him in his infaney before
he could appreciate it. No, but
now at thirty years of age it
was something that Jesus will-
ingly did for himself. By it he
placed himself at God’s dis-
posal, whatever God might re-
veal according to what was
written in the roll of the book.
W 5/15 30

Wednesday, September 2

For, look! this very thing, your

being saddened in a godly way,

what @ grecat earnestness it

produced i you, yes, clearin

of yourselwes.—2 Cor. 7: 11,
NW.

‘We cannot let the bars down
to those who do not reform.
We must keep in mind that
the organization must remain
clean for undefiled worship of
the Most High. We must keep
in mind the vindication of Je-
hovah’s sovereignty and name
and the vindication of his
Word. We must keep in mind

the life of Christ and our
walking in his footsteps, and
the standard that he set. We
must keep in mind our position
as Jehovah's witnesses, The
disfellowshiped person did not
keep these things in mind,
and that is why he was disfel-
lowshiped. But now if he real-
izes that pure, undefiled, clean
worship is the important thing,
that the vindication of God’s
name is more important than
doing things his own way,
when he sees that all this is
necessary and he must live
accordingly, then we can ac-
cept him back in the congrega-
tion. W 3/1 28a

Thursday, September 8

Now Jehovah is the spirit;

and where the spirit of Je-

hovel is, there is freedom.
—2 Cor, 3: 17, NW.

God takes adequate steps to
provide even now a climate of
freedom wherein his servants
can thrive and grow to spirit-
ual maturity. is spirit is
now with his expanding flock
of witnesses. So forward, you
Christian witnesses of Jeho-
vah, in the performing of Jeho-
vah’s divine will. Make his
name known far and wide.
Cherish your Christian free-
dom. Demonstrate its price-
lessness before the prisoners
who desire to be released
from Satan’s house of drudg-
ery and darkness. Instead
of the tinkling of a mere
liberty bell, louder and louder
we hear that Jubilee trumpet
of the Kingdom message that
has been heralding since 1914,
“Proclaim liberty throughout
all the land unto all the in-
habitants thereof.” (Lev. 25:
10, AS) Associate now with
that happﬂI band of Christian
freemen. Make freedom with
security and everlasting life in
the new world your great hope.
W 7/1 16,17



Friday, September 4

I planted, Apollos watered, but
God kept making it grow.
—1 Cor. 3:6, NW.

Of course, God, who knows
the hearts of those inclined to
righteousness, could easily re-
serve to himself the right and
privilege to directly create, or
stir up, all interest of good-
will persons, revealing to them
a knowledge of the truth and
leading them to his organiza-
tion. But, instead, he has given
us the responsibility and inex-
pressible joy of getting busy
and going over that territory
again and again secking hearts
where the ‘sced” can be
planted. Then, calling back re-
peatedly and doing a little
watering, maybe cultivating
the soil, scaring off the robber
birds, helping to pull up the
weeds without damaging the
precious plant, and finally the
delight and thrill of a newly
found friend and companion
really appreciating the truth
and the New World society.
This is no credit to ourselves,
remember, and all must be
done in obedience to the laws
of operation laid down by the
Creator of the organization.
W 9/1 27a

Saturday, September §

God is light and there is no
darkness at all in union with
him.—1 John 1:5, NW.

“God is light.”” In these
three short words there is a
wealth of meaning. It is one
of the definitions, not of who
God 1is, but of what he is.
In this connection the word
“light” is evidently used as a
symbol, primarily meaning di-
vine truth and the enlighten-
ment therefrom, but also in-
cluding the closely related
things of God’s favor and bless-
ing, especially the crowning
blessing of everlasting life.

“For with thee is the fountain
of life: in thy light shall we
see light.” So we petition God:
“Oh send out thy light and
thy truth; let them lead me.”
Yes, indeed, the light streaming
forth from Jchovah’s face
means an endless flow of bless-
ings., These blessings can be
en{pyed only by exercising an
enlightened faith, rejoicing in
the first shaft of light, the
basic truth of God’s existence,
and then finding “that he be-
comes the rewarder of those
earnestly seeking him”. He is
truly “the Father of the celes-
tial lights”, from whom comes
“every good gift”. W 11/15 14

Sunday, September 6

Therefore, as we have such a

hope, we are using great free-

ness of speech.~—2 Cor, 8:12.
NW.

It was shortly after the res-
urrection of Christ Jesus that
he organized his followers to
accomplish the great work to
be done. When the spirit was
youred out upon them at

entecost their minds were
filled with the truths that Je-
sus had taught them and they
moved fearlessly forward
Ereaching the kingdom of the
eavens to all men, All the per-
secutions and difliculties they
endured; their being jeered
by mobs of incensed people
and even imprisoned never
halted them. Freedom of
speech they had gained through

hrist Jesus, by Jehovah's
undeserved Kkindness, and it
was theirs to keep. No, they
were not going to be prisoners
again, for Christ Jesus had re-
leased them. They traveled to
the lands near Palestine, prac-
ticing their God-given freeness
of speech. Today Christ’s dis-
ciples also are free men and
they go forth making proper
use of their freedom by preach-
ing the truth. W 1/1 16-18



Monday, September 7

For those who are in accord
with the flesh set their minds
on the things of the flesh, dbut
those in accord with the spirit
on the things of the spirit.
—Rom. 8:5, NW.

Is it Scriptural to say that
those of the Lord Jesus’ other
sheep_are spiritually minded?
The determining factor scems
to be, Where are their minds
and hearts fixed and their
hopes centered? Are they stor-
ing up for themselves treasures
upon earth or are they like the
men of faith and devotion de-
scribed in Hebrews chapter 11,
“reaching out for a Dbetter
ilace, that is, one belonging to

caven”? Although those men
and women who died before
Christ’s day had no thought or
hope of going to heaven, they
looked forward to being part
of that New World society
which belongs to heaven, and
were mentally fully attune
with it, though living long be-
fore its time. The weight of
Scriptural evidence would
therefore seem to overwhelm-
ingly favor the conclusion that
all Christ’s sheep must be like-
minded, spiritually minded. W
8/15 25

Tuesday, September 8

When . . . Samaria and her

daughters shall return to their

former estate, then thou and

thy daughters shall return to

your former estate.—KEzek.
16: 55.

The context here shows that
Ezekiel is discussing restora-
tion after captivity, not the
resurrection. In the miniature
fulfillment the restoration of
Judah and Jerusalem came
after the 70 years of desolation.
The greater restoration start-
ed in Jesus’ day and con-
tinues now, When Jesus came,

preached, died and was resur-
rected, appeared in heaven
with his sacrificial merit, pro-
vided the basis for redemption,
poured out the holy spirit
upon a faithful Jewish rem-
nant, illuminated their minds
to freedom-giving truths and
released them from bondage to
antitypical Babylon, then they
were restored to the theocratic
organization of Jehovah God.
‘When persecution scattered
the Jewish Christians some
went to Samaria. Many of the
Samaritans believed and were
brought into God’s congrega-
tion. There, as represented in
that Samaritan remnant,
Ezekiel 16: 55 was fulfilled.
w 6/1 10,11

Wednesday, September 9

Moses and Elijah . . . appeared
with glory and began talking
about [Jesus’] departure that
he was destined to gulﬁll at
Jerusalem.g{éuke : 80,31,

The Moses and Elijah of the
transfiguration vision were
discussing not merely Jesus’
death, but his departure, his
moving out to somethin% else,
a future, yes, eternity before
him. He had said he would be
raised the third day, and on
one occasion had declared:
‘“What, therefore, if you be-
hold the Son of man ascend-
ing to where he was before?”’
His death was a victorious one
and it meant salvation to those
in the world hearing his voice,
The departure of Christ Jesus
also meant setting free multi-
tudes of prisoners. (Eph. 4:8,
NW) It further meant his
leaving this earth by death and
then being raised from the
dead by his Father and exalted
to the glorious position in
heavenly majesty in accord-
ance with the propheey re-
corded at Psalm 16:10,11. W

5, 6a



Thursday, September 10

Children, guard yourselves
from idols.—1 John 5:21,
N

The belief that doing good
according to one’s own view-
f)oint is sufficient is nothing
ess than rank idolatry! This
is forcefully shown by the case
where King Saul chose to fol-
low his own will rather than
Jehovah’s will, and to him
Samuel said: “Selfwill is [as]
iniquity andidolatry.” (1 Sam.
15: 23, Da) The same position
is taken at Colossians 3: 5 and
Ephesians 5:5, New World
Translation, where it is shown
that to greedily satisfy per-
sonal desires is idolatry. To
stubbornly hold to one’s own
will above the will of God, to
make it the guide instead of
God's, is to idolize one’s own
will in 8 most ridiculous and
suicidal way. Just to do good
to our fellow man in accord
with what we think is right is
not the way to choose life in
Jehovah's new world, but is a
falling into the subtle snare of
idolatry in disguise, which
snare is set by Satan and trig-
gered by human vanity and
conceit, W 3/15 Ba

Friday, September 11

I will set him on high, because
he hath known my name. He
shall call upon me, and I will
answer him: I will be with
kim in trouble: I will deliver

him, and honor him.—Ps.
91:14%, 15, AS.
These true, Jehovah-given

promises are to encourage his
people in all extremities, pres-
sures, troubles, assaults, and
dangers. So, they may have as-
surance to put confidence in
him. The name of Jehovah is
an invisible fortress, and by

relying completely on what it
means we are thereby putting
ourselves in the strong tower.
But our trust must be entire.
His mercy and faithfulness
will be our portion if we claim
it. This world hates Jehovah
and his people. The enemies of
Jehovah’s people have tried
more than once to cut God’s
people off by their inhuman
persecution, prisons, baus, tor-
tures and deaths. Each time
they failed to cut off the holy
nation, which was strictly
holding to the truth. This na-
tion had come to know the
name of Jehovah and what it
meant, and was trusting in it.
w1 , 6a

Saturday, September 12

Lo, I am come; in the roll of
the book it is written of me:
I delight to do thy will, O my
God; yea, thy law is within
my heart—Ps. 40:7,8, AS.

Here with singular beauty is
expressed the heart condition
of Christ Jesus and the great
truth that all outward observ-
ances are valueless without
obedience and the servant’s
full concurrence in the will of
God. Christ Jesus surrendered
himself completely to the doin
of God’s will. From hencefort
all his mind, heart, soul and
strength would be devoted to
the accomplishment of Jeho-
vah's will. From this time for-
ward he would claim no rights,
for he was wholly dedicated to
God's holy service. Everything
he had, all human hopes and
ambitions, were all placed on
God’s altar to be used in the
precious ministry, and he gave
them with gratitude of heart.
Even as he always performed
Jehovah’s commands, we must
do the same. If we disregard
them we shall meet with God’s
displeasure. W 9/15 7,8



Sunday, September 18

Get out of her, my people, if

you do not want to share with

her in her sins—Rev, 18: 4,
NW.

For a Christian to enter the
interfaith fold would mean he
must tolerate the tenet of a
three-in-one God, tolerate
claims that God ﬁendishlf tor-
tures souls in fiery lakes,
tolerate bingo gambling, toler-
ate the view that Jesus was
not Messiah but an impostor,
tolerate clerical hypocrisy and
political meddling, tolerate re-
ligious warmongering—and so
on and on would flow an end-
less stream of blasphemies that
the Christian would have to
tolerate in silence. Fearing to
offend men he would offend
God by tolerating in the name
of tolerance every satanic
snare that came his way. He
would be unfit for Jehovah’s
service as well as unfit for any
further mercy from Jehovah.
(Heb. 10: 26; 2 Pet. 2: 20-22)
So by Jechovah’s undeserved
kindness let us appreciate and
stick with the visible theo-
cratic organization he has set
up in our day. W 2/1 19a

Monday, September 14

For if we practice sin willfully
after having received the ac-
curate knowledge of the truth,
there ig no longer any sac-
rifice for sins left, but there is
o certain fearful expectation of
judgmeni~—Heb, 10: 26,27,
NW.

Maybe sometimes we in the
congregation grieve the holy
spirit. As long as we are only
grieving it there is an oppor-
tunity, if we repent and change
our course of action, to get
back into God’s organization.

But if we reach a limit and ﬁet
to the point where we willfully
and greedily sin against the
holy spirit or active force of
God, and work against its
manifestation, then God is fin-
ished with us. Then we are
turned over to Satan and his
organization for the destruc-
tion of our flesh. It is a terrible
thing to be thrown out of the
congregation of God, but if we
are it will be because of our
own fault, because of our own
wrongdoing, because of not
making our minds over, be-
cause of not living according

to the pattern God has set.
W 3/1 5,6b
Tuesday, September 15

Consume them . . . let them

know that God ruleth in Jacob,

unto the ends of the earth.
~—Ps. 59: 13, AS.

If you love Jehovah then you
will be greatly concerned about
what happens to his holy name,
and about those who would
cast it into the mud, slime, and
filthiness of this degenerate,
disgnstin% old system of things.
The true lovers of Jehovah lift
the glorious name on high, and
seek to remove all the dirty
marks men have smeared upon
it, and Jehovah loves them for
this precious service, He can
exalt his own name and very
shortly will do so, but during
the present time he takes pleas-
ure in those demonstrating
their love for him in this man-
ner. Loving his name means to
treasure. guard, defend, fight
for it. Such are honored by Je-
hovah. How keenly we feel the
hurt to his holy name! How
we despise the workers of in-
iquity, and those who would
tear down God’s organization!
W 10/1 14, 15a



Wednesday, September 16

For since the law has a shadow
of the good things to come, but
not the very substance of the
things, men can ncver with the
same sacrifices from year to
year which they offer contin-
ually make those who approach
perfect.—Heb, 10:1, NW,

In examining the field of
Bible prophecy there are mean-
ingful terms that are com-
monly used. A type is an im-
age or representation of some-
thing that will come to pass
at some future time. The anti-
type is the reality of the thing
which the type represents. The
type may properly be called a
shadow ; the antitype, the real-
ity. Dramatic episodes and
experiences serve as types, a
study of which will give a
person a reasonable facsimile
or picture of the reality, and
therefore they are called pro-
phetic pictures. A typeisalsoa
pattern that serves as a guide
in understanding the reality,
and it may keep on being per-
formed till the reality occurs,
like a shadow that extends
down to the shadow-casting
substance. W 4/15 1la

Thursday, September 17

You were, of course, called for

freedom, brothers; only do not

use this freedom as an induce-

ment for the flesh.—Gal. 5: 13,
NW.

The universe cannot exist
forever part slave and part
free as at present. Of the out-
come of this long-continued
controversy there can be no
doubt. The cause of freedom
will win the eternity of peace.
As freedom is the cPropcr ele-
ment in which God’s faithful
creatures can live, those who
live to serve God forever must
do so out of their own willing

choice, and joyfully so. To en-
able one to make an intelligent
choice he should know what
scope of freedom there is open
to him in God’s service. True,
the Christian should not take
advantage of his freedom from
being under the law covenant
to walk carelessly or loosely as
to the flesh. But there is fur-
ther freedom to which the
Christian has been called, This
freedom has restrictions due to
one's love for God and one’s
Christian neighbor. Hence a
Christian’s freedom is a wisely
restricted freedom. W 7/1 1a

Friday, September 18

Jehovah . . . gave the kingdom

over Isracl to David for ever,

. .. by @ covenant of salt.
—2 Chron. 13: 5, AS.

Those who offer themselves
voluntarily to Jechovah's serv-
ice must expect to fall a
sacrifice to the fire of perse-
cution. As every sacrifice is
first prepared with salt before
being consumed with fire, so
we must be pure in heart, loyal
to the extent of making sure it
is a sacrifice to Jehovah. Yes,
even cutting ourselves off from
everything that would be an
obstacle to performing our
part of the agreement. ‘He
will be faithful who has prom-
ised.” (Heb. 10:23) For us
to partake of the “covenant of
salt” must mean there is no
deeceit or hypocrisy in our
agreement with Jehovah, that
we would never do anything to
dishonor or betra im. To
partake of salt would certainly
speak of loyalty. How repre-
hensible and terrible, there-
fore, was the act of Judas who
sat and ate at the table of
Jesus, the “Son of David”!
Eating at the same table and
yet at that time meditating
betrayal! W 9/15 21a



Saturday, September 19

I am afraid that somehow, as

the serpent seduced Eve by its

craftiness, your minds might

be corrupted away from the

sincerity and the chastity that

are due the Christ—2 Cor.
11:8, NW.

Let each one heed the warn-
ing “not to think more of him-
self than it is necessary to
think; but to think so as to
have a sound mind”. Why? “In
order that you may not be
puffed up.” But even apart
from ourselves we must be on
guard concerning others, such
as the “original serpent” who
seduced Eve. So let us not
make the mistake of thinking
that once we have obtained a
clear knowledge of the truth
nothing can shift us or deceive
us. The light of truth is con-
tinually increasing, as prom-
ised, and that in itself is a
test of our real heart attitude,
our humility and willingness
to learn; a test over which
many have stumbled. Remem-
ber, it is not so much the
knowledge of the truth in our
heads that will save us as it is
the “love of the truth” in our
hearts.—2 Thess. 2:10, NW.
W 9/1 12,13

Sunday, September 20

If you remain in my word, . . .

you will know the truth, and

the truth will set you free.
—John 8:31,32, NW.

All in the congregation of
God must no longer be tied
down to the oppressive think-
ing of the world. They must
not be caged up or hemmed in ;
they must come forth free from
this world’s prison houses. Je-
hovah made provision for this
freedom through his Son Christ
Jesus. After his anointing he
went forward doing that great

work of releasing the captives,
or sending the crushed ones
away with a release. He point-
ed to Jehovah’s acceptable
year of freedom now from this
old world. The time had now
come for people to be free from
the bondage of this dying old
world, and Christ Jesus was
showing them the way to that
freedom. The congregation of
God knew this! For us to
speak the truth concerning Je-
hovah and his Son and God’s
kingdom certainly is speaking
freely, for all nations and their
rulers are against Jehovah
God's kingdom and its rule by
Christ Jesus, W 1/1 13,12

Monday, September 21

Folly is bound to the mind of

a child; the rod of correction

will remove it far from him.
—Prov, 22: 15, AT.

To properly discipline a
child the “rod of correction”
must be used. If parents un-
wisely fail to correct the fool-
ishly inclining heart or mind of
children while young and man-
ageable, then in the certain
outworkings of God’s purposes
a correction will catch up with
those children. The “rod of
correction” that is used to turn
the children from the way of
death in disobedience to God
does not need to be a literal
stick. The rod symbolizes pa-
rental authority and power,
and apPlymg the “rod of cor-
rection” means for parents to
exercise that power and au-
thority entrusted to them in
whatever way may seem Scrip-
turally wise to correct the
child. The parent’s grip on the
rod of power, authority and
responsibility should never be
rclaxed. Respect for it should
be impressed upon the young
mind and heart. This leads to
eternal life for them in the
new world. W 1/15 23



Tuesday, September 22

Indeed, a man’s enemies will
be persons of his own house-
hold.—Matt. 10: 36, NW.

Perhaps in your home you
are experiencing opposition,
jealousy because of your devo-
tion to the truth, vulgar
threats, obscene language, talk
of breaking up the home, and
even mental and physical bru-
tality, If this unwarranted
persecution comes to you, it is
necessary to have a clear, bal-
anced mind directed by Je-
hovah’s spirit; otherwise some
impetuous or foolish action
might be deeply regretted be-
cause it was not according to
the expressed will of Jehovah
for his children. A spiritually
immature person might con-
clude that fpersecution need not
be borne from one’s marriage
mate, and that would be justi-
fication for getting out of the
situation. Such persons would
profit if they reconsidered the
matter, and tried to get the
Christian vicwpoint. (Matt.
19:9; 1 Cor. 7:10-13) It is
not a question of who it is
that treats you this way,
whether in the home or out in
the world, but rather why they
do it and how you treat them
la‘x)ldljhe persecution. W 9/15

-y

Wednesday, September 23

“I will make the wisdom of the
wise man perish, and I will
shove the sntclligence of the
intellectual aside.” Where is
the wise man? Where the
seribe? Where the dcbater of
this system of things? Did not
God make the wisdom of the
world foolish?—1 Cor. 1:19,
20, NW.

When the wisdom of this
world ranges itself against the
Bible it can only meet defeat.
Scientists have used their
knowledge to down the Bible,
but their own further findings

shatter their theories and they
have to concoct more. On the
gallows of science that they
make to hang the Bible their
own theories perish. Atheists
and higher critics use their
secular history to prove the
Bible false, but as more histor-
ical facts are dug up their own
weapon turns on them and vin-
dicates the Bible. Fundamen-
talists accuse us of denying
God by our teachings, and
their own teachings are pagan.
They try to use the Bible to
prove us wrong, and it boomer-
angs and proves them pagan.
“The pagans have sunk in the
git they dug.”-—Ps. 9:15;
7:6, Mo. W 11/1 18b

Thursday, September 24

For God is he who said: “Let

the light shine out of dark-

ness,” and he has shone on our

hearts to illuminate themn with

the glorious knowledge of God

by the face 06f Christ.—2 Cor.
4:6, NW,

Yes, it is the truth that is
the light, perfectly and fully
reflected “by the face of
Christ”, and it is our commis-
sion for ‘all of us, with unveiled
faces, to reflect like mirrors
the glory of Jehovah'; or, as
Peter expresses it, to “declare
abroad the cxcellencies of the
one that called you out of
darkness into his wonderful
light”. It is the realization of
our commission from God that
drives home the practical re-
sponsibility of being in union
with light. It certainly docs
not mean our mere mental
agreement as to what is truth,
just a placid acceptance of
light, like a dull, dark surface,
absorbing all the light rays
without reflecting anything in
return. No. It means being like
a H)Jrecious stone reflecting the
light to such a degree that it
appears to be radiating light
from within itself. W 11/15
22,23



Friday, September 25

You were bought with a price;
stop becoming slaves of men.
—1 Cor. 7: 23, NW.

Jesus shed his own precious
blood when he hung on a tor-
ture stake like a despicable
criminal slave and by this he
bought us. What, then, do we
have to fear from having such
an unselfish, self-sacrificing,
godly Master as he is? Appre-
ciating at what a personal cost
he bought us, how could we
willingly yield ourselves to
any other master, to sin, to
our bellies, to this corrupt
world, to the Devil? Never do
we want to deny his ownership
of us. We are determined there-
fore to resist false prophets.
Never will we raise up a
slave’s revolt against our right-
ful Owner! Never will we de-
sert his service and become
runaways. We are in love with
our Master. Rather than trai-
torously forsake his service we
prefer to be like the Hebrew
slave who refused to quit his
master’s service and had his
ear bored through with an awl
to the doorpost to signify that
he was now his slave to time
indefinite. W 12/1 11, 12a

Saturday, September 26

By faith Abreham, when he

was called, obeyed in going out

. although not knowing

where he was going.—Heb.
11:8, NW.

To pull away from this
gaudy tinseled world takes
faith. This faith comes ox‘%,v bdy
a careful study of God’s Word.
That is why it is so important
for us to continually go to
Bible studies and meet with
our brothers. We must have
faith as Abraham had faith.
We must appreciate that God’s
power can operate on us
through his holy Word and

make us better servants. One
must appreciate that when he
comes into the truth he is just
a novice. One can grow up.
One can gain more knowledge
and understanding of Jeho-
vah’s Word. He can conduct
Bible studies, comment at a
Watchtower study, associate
himself with the theocratic
ministry school, and even-
tually, through faith and study
and putting forth  an earnest
effort, he can become a public
speaker for Jehovah’s organi-
zation. But it takes faith, and
you know faith without effort
or works is dead. Make your
faith live. W 12/15 6a

Sunday, September 27

Gather yourselves unto me—ye
my men of lovingkindness, who
have solemnised my covenant
over sacrifice—Ps. 50:5, Ro.

This covenant is not a per-
sonal covenant each believer
makes, but is Jehovah’s new
covenant with spiritual Israel.
It is not over the sacrifice of
each saint or person of loving-
kindness that this covenant is
solemnized, but it is over the
one sacrifice of the Mediator
Jesus Christ. Those who have
set themselves apart to God he
begets with his holy spirit and
so makes them his spiritual
sons and a Reople or his
name, These Jehovah brings
into the new covenant through
the Mediator Jesus. He for-
gives them their sins through
Jesus’ sacrifice, and he conse-
crates or installs them into his
service as priests, underpriests
whose High Priest is Christ
Jesus. He anoints them with
his spirit to be such conse-
crated priests. From then on
they are obligated to offer the
sacrifice of praise and obe-
dient service to God all their
days in the flesh on earth,
“seven days.” W §/15 27,28



Monday, September 28

Brothers, . . . withdraw from
every brother walking disorder-
ly . . . For you yourselves
know the way you ought to
imitate us, because we did not
behave disorderly among you.
—2 Thess. 3: 6,7, NW.

Here Paul is pointing out
that when he walked among
the Thessalonians he was not
disorderly, so it was not his
misbehavior that was sending
any of them in the wrong di-
rection. Jehovah God does not
misbehave. Christ Jesus does
not misbehave. We have perfect
examples to follow. We have
good words of counsel that we
can heed. So then, if this body,
or any part of it, becomes
disorderly, the body would get
sick. It would not continue
being built up in love. A cor-
rection would have to be made.
It may mean something must
be removed. In the case of the
body we are talking of, the
congregation of God, it may
mean the removal of an in-
dividual because he is dis-
orderli'v, not being built up in
love. W 8/1 5

Tuesday, September 29

Never lay your hands hastily
upon any wman,; neither be
a sharer in the sins of
others; preserve yourself pure.
~—1Tim.5:22, NW.

Today people vote into office
politicians known to be cor-
rupt, and thus empower them
to capitalize on evil-doing.
That the people must bear
responsibility before God is
shown in the above counsel by
Paul to Timothy regarding ap-
pointments in the Christian
congregation, In addition to
being warned against hasty ai)-
pointments, Timothy was told
what qualities to require of
appointees. Why all this pre-

caution? So that he might
avoid being “a sharer in the
sins of others”, If he made im-
roper appointments he would
ecome responsible for the sins
of such appointees, since he
put them 1in position to com-
mit their sins that hurt the
congregation in God's sight. So
the people who either vote
wicked rulers into office or
allow them to remain in power
must accept responsibility for
such rulers’ official acts and
sing against God and man, W
6/1 15a

Wednesday, September 30

Satan himself keeps transform-
ing himself into an angel of
light—2 Cor. 11:14, NW.

The ‘‘covering cherub” in
Iden made a strikeaway from
Jehovah’s set boundaries for
his safe angelic existence. His
desire to be responsible to no
one but himself and his effort
to exist apart from Jehovah’s
universal organization were
not the course of self-
liberation. Overcome by his
own passion to have earth-wide
domination for himself and to
be worshiped like Jehovah re-
sulted in his becoming the
victim and slave of his own
selfishness and made him the
child of death, utter destruc-
tion. He made himself Satan,
meaning opposer, and Devil,
meaning slanderer of God.
From the time of his self-
conceived corruption, this
wicked adversary has posed as
a liberating angel of light, en-
couraging angels and men to
free themselves from divine
restraints. He has encouraged
others to become satanic and
corrupt like himself in oppos-
ing God’s set limitations. All
who have fallen into his snare
have become corrupt victims
of deadTlg bondage to sin and
death. 7/1 1



Thursday, October 1

The head, . . . from whom all

the body, being supplied and

harmoniously joined together

.« .., goes on growing with the

growth which God gives.—Col.
2:19, NW.

In the human body, every
member, every cell, has its part
to play toward the smooth
working and growth of the
body, not only to receive nutri-
ment and direction, but to pass
on and supply something for
the benefit of its fellow mem-
bers. How do you figure out in
that respect? Are you con-
stantly receiving, but never
passing on? Always needing to
be helped out into the witness
work, and never progressing
far enough to help show some-
one else how to do it? Have
you dropped into a static rou-
tine of regularly attending
the meetings, but never open-
ing your mouth, though well
able to do so? Or are you a
live member, secking always to
make progress yourself by do-
ing at least something to help
in the progress and steady
growth of those with whom
you are associated? W 9/1 11a

Friday, October 2
O Ling, . . . we will not serve
thy_gocfs, nor worship the gold-
en image which thou hast set

up.—Dan, 3

When Caesar arrogates to
himself the things that are
Jehovah's, then his authority
is to be resisted. God does not
want Caesar’s things, With
the three Hebrews the issue
was turn or burn, but true
devotion and loyalty to Jeho-
vah calms the spirit in critical
times, and with exemplary
calmness they gave their an-
swer. In calmer days they had
sworn to be faithful and loyal
to God, and now the test was
on. They met it withstanding

even the threat of the king
and the penalty of the fiery
furnace, So today, do not let
precious time slip away and
then hope for the best under
the test. Know now and be
personally convinced, so that
when faced with any emer-
gency you will know what to
do. The right answer will then
be given and you will not need
to be ashamed, nor afraid, to
own up to what you believe.
firm persuasion of the truth
will deliver you from denying
{ghovuh and his Son. W 9/15
a

Saturday, October 8

I have no pleasure in the death
of the wicked.—Ezek. 33: 11.

God takes no pleasure in the
death of the wicked, but it
will be a blessing for mankind
for God to destroy the wicked.
It is so foolish for any crea-
tures to turn away from God’s
commandments and direction.
Why will you die just to carry
out yeur own will and way of
life? Those who refuse to obe,
God’s commandments he will
bring to extinction, wiping
them out. That is what will
happen to the wicked. It is
essential to all men loving
righteousness that the wicked
be thus destroyed. It expresses
God’s love of righteousness and
his kindness to man to destroy
those wicked ones from the
universe. God will bring forth
a perfeet earth, peopled with a
perfect human family. Why,
ihen, should he let the wicked
remain on this earth and cor-
rupt it? It is God who pur-
poses to produce a perfect so-
ciety of men and women, all in
expression of his love, bring-
ing them happiness, peace,
plenty and contentment with
their perfect life, It is his

urpose to fill this earth with
appy, righteous ereatures, not
wicked ones. W 10/15 46, 47



Sunday, October 4

The voice of Jehovah cleavcth
the flames of gire. The voice of
Jehovah shaketh the wilder-
ness; Jehovah shaketh the
wilderness of thlesh.—Ps.

This is a poetic expression
and describes the lightning
darting from the clouds. Sure-
ly, too, there will be great
earthquakes during the battle
of Armageddon, even as there
are today, only much worse.
Now is the time to make the
announcement of these things.
Now is the time to give warn-
ing of the impending destruc-
tion that is coming upon the
world of mankind. Now is the
time to tell the people of the
coming storm, not when it
arrives or after it is over.
Psalm 29 shows that the storm
does not center itself only
around the mountains to the
north of Palestine, but it
sweeps the whole land from
one end to the other, even
down to Kadesh in the south-
ern extremity in the wilder-
ness. It shows that Jehovah
will sweep through the whole
earth and not one nation will
be safe. W 12/15 1ba

Monday, October 5

By inspiration I came to be
in the Lord’s day, and I heard
behind me a strong voice like
that of a trumpet, saying:
“What you see writc in a
seroll and send it to the seven
congregations.”—Rev. 1: 10,

’

Where, under the influence
of God’s active force, the in-
spired servant sees a revela-
tion pertaining to something to
occur in the future, such is
termed a “horizontal rapture”;
horizontal in the sense that
what was seen is to bappen
down the stream of time. Such

a rapture would be a revela-
tion that can be considered a
prophecy to have its fulfillment
in the future. Obviously most
of the revelations that are
prophecies are examples of
“horizontal raptures”. A spe-
cific example is the book of
Revelation, which records
John’s great vision of the day
of Jehovah wherein we now
find ourselves since 1914. John
back there in the year 96 in-
dicated that he, by horizontal
movement, was carried down
the stream of time in this
vision “to be in the Lord’s
day”. W 4/15 22,24

Tuesday, October 6

He . . . eats and drinks judg-
ment against himse(ll‘ if he does
not discern the body. That is
why many among you are
weak and sickly and quite a
few are sleeping in  death.
—1 Cor. 11:29, 30, NW.

All communion celebrations
to which consubstantiation and
transubstantiation are imput-
ed are said to impart great
grace. But if they are the
correct discernment of Christ’s
body, why are they not accom-
panied by such divine grace?
Why is the spiritual condition
of the people of Christendom
so weak, so sickly, or even
dead? The actual condition of
Christendom’s religious sects
denies that they truly discern
Christ’s body, for the great
spiritual grace expected to re-
sult from it is woefully lack-
ing. If those hundreds of
millions of communicants in
Christendom had discerned
Christ’s body and had har-
monized their lives with it,
two world wars within one
generation would never have
crippled Christendom, aside
from all the other blood-spilling
conflicts fought during the
centuries in the very heart of
Christendom, W 2/15 12



Wednesday, October ¥

From _infancy you have known
the holy writings.—2 Tim.

Inasmuch as children in Bib-
lical times memorized Serip-
ture texts it is suggested as a
good idea for the children to
memorize each day’s text from
the Yearbook. A short drill
could be conducted mornings
before the text is discussed by
the family to see that the
children have properly com-
mitted the text to memory.
Then when the father returns
bhome for the evening meal a
check-up could be made that
the text is still remembered.
At the evening meals further
helpful training can be offered
by both father and mother in
recounting profitable theo-
cratic expericnces of the day
by their having prcached the
Kingdom message “in favorable
season” or ‘“‘in troublesome sea-
son”. (2 Tim. 4:2, NW) As
the children become older they
can share in these mealtime
discussions and reports. It can-
not be overemphasized, the
vital need there is for a daily
program of theocratic instruc-
tion in the home. W 1/15 10a

Thursday, October 8

Precach the word—2 Tim.
4:2, NW.

Men of good will do not re-
ceive proper instruction from
this old world’s Babylonish
religions. Millions of people go
to churches every Sunday and
listen to their pastors, but
after a short sermon and re-
ligious ceremonies the people
leave with no good news to
preach to the world. Maybe
they heard a little about some
popular book or something on
Sp itics. Maybe the pastor did

iscuss some abstract thought
from the Bible. But where is

the accurate knowledge of the
Son of God? Where is there
interest in God’s kingdom?
Where is the one visible organ-
ization built on love? If such
churches were being taught
Bible truths, then all their
congregations would be trained
to be ministers. Yes, since
teachers were given “with a
view to the training of the holy
ones for ministerial work”, it
follows that in order to engage
in the pure, undefiled worship
one must be a preacher, a min-
ister, a servant of the Most
High, Jehovah.—Eph. 4:11,
12, NW. W 1/1 12,13a

Friday, October 9

But unto us God revealed them

through the spirit: for the

spirit searcheth all things, yca,

the deep things of God.—1 Cor.
2:10, AS.

When it says that God’s
gpirit alone can search into the
“deep things of God”, it does
not mean that we are left in-
active., Far from it! In actual
fact, we must do the searching,
but must be careful never to
attempt it by our own spirit of
human wisdom. To gain “wis-
dom from above”, we must
keep closec to the spirit, the
Word and the organization. In
that way there can be a meet-
ing of the minds, our mind
with that of the Creator;
and he has graciously come
down to our level, so to speak,
so that our spirit can submit
to and co-operate with his. As
the scripture describes it:
“The spirit itself [God’s spiritl
bears witness with our spirit.’
Also, when we are conscious
as to how inadequate is the
working of our own mind, or
spirit, when seeking to prop-
erly express ourselves in
prayer, then God's “spirit . . .
joins in with help for our
weakness”, W 8/15 13



Saturday, October 10

Thou shalt teach . . . thy chil-
dren, . . . when thou sittest in
thy house~—Deut. 6:7, AS.

At home the faithful Jewish
father took the lead in educat-
ing his children. The father
spent some part of each day
in giving specific instruction.
The chief device used was that
of oral instruction together
with repetition and drill. Im-
portant Bible passages of the
Law, the Psalms and the Prov-
erbs were memorized by both
the boys and the girls. From
an early age it seems the
youngsters were taught to read
and write. Correct manners
and behavior before older ones
were also inculcated. At all
times the father maintained
order in the houschold and
used the rod of authority to
discipline his children and to
kecep respect. The children
were taught the art of singing
and some few learned to play
mausical instruments. The songs
learned by heart were those of
the psalms which had been
beautifully set to music. In
this way the many Bible truths
contained in the psalms were
made their own.—Psalm 118;
Matt. 21: 15, NW. W 1/15 13

Sunday, October 11

Let them be. Blind guides is

what thcy are. If, then, a

blind man guides a blind man,

both will fall into a{n’t.—Matt.
15:14 NW.

If Jesus favored silent toler-
ation of error, why did he
unleash such denunciations at
the scribes and Pharisees, call-
ing them hypocrites, blind
guides, fools, outwardly beauti-
ful but inwardly filthy, ser-
pents and viperous offspring
doomed to destruction? (Matt,
23:1-33) If he considered
brotherhood *“a divine com-
mand” and “a religious duty”,

why did he tell religious lead-
ers: “You are from your
father the Devil”? (John
8:44, NW) To acknowledge
them as his brothers would be
to acknowledge their father as
his father. He would never
link up with a brotherhood
scheme that would make the
Devil his father instead of Je-
hovah! Even professed Chris-
tians that do not allow them-
selves to be disciplined by God
into conformity with his Word
“are really illegitimate chil-
dren, and not sons”. (Heb.
12:4-11, NW) The broad road
of interfaith is the broad road
to destruction.—Matt, 7:13,
14, NW. W 2/1 19

Monday, October 12

Repent, therefore, and turn
around so as to get your sins
blotted out.—Acts 3: 19, NW.

When we dedicate ourselves
to Jehovah God, then we do
set ourselves apart to a holy
life, separate, different from
the course of this world. Con-
sequently, such a  dedicated
person obligates himself to
practice the clean and unde-
filed religion, to keep himself
“without spot from the world”,
(Jas. 1:27, NW) Searching
through the Christian Greek
Seriptures we do not find
either the word dcdication or
consceration used to designate
this step of giving oneself ex-
clusively to God through Jesus
Christ. When reading of the
early adopters of Christianity
we merely find it said that they
belicved or exercised faith. The
formula that those used who
urged the people to adopt
Christianity was, “Repent
and be converted,” or, “Re-
pent and turn around,” or,
‘Repent and be baptized.”
Such taking up of belief or
faith aceording to God’s newly
revealed purpose and will was
what made them Christians,
W 5/15 1,2, 4a



Tuesday, October 13

From henceforth you will see
the Son of man sitting at the
right hand of power and com-
ing on the clouds of hcaven.
—Matt. 26: 64, NW.

Right after speaking of the
“gppointed times of the na-
tions”, at Luke 21:24 (NW),
Jesus makes a key revelation
at the 27th verse by saying:
“And then they will sece the
Son of man coming in a cloud
with power and great glory.”
The coming of the Son of man
in the clouds with power wasg
the great sign of the sovereign-
empowercd Messiah or Christ
spoken of by Daniel and which
the priests and Pharisees were
looking for. But as to his first
presence Jesus said the only
sign they would get would be
that of Jonah. EHowever, when
Jesus was being tried before
the Jewish Sanhedrin on the
false charge of blasphemy he
openly admitted that he would
make a second presence after
a Y]eriod of waiting at God's
right hand, When that waiting
period ended in 1914 his en-
emies were put under his feet.
From then on the sign has
been seen of the sovereign-
empowered Christ coming on
the clouds of heaven. W 5/1 5b

Wednesday, October 14

Whocver speaks against the
holy spirit, it will not be for-
given him.—Matt. 12: 32, NW.

Just as now many sec our
huge assemblies and marvel at
the wonderful unity made pos-
gible by God’s spirit, so in the
future they will see more than
ever the unflinching integrity
displayed by us with the
help of Jehovah’s spirit. The
preaching work yet to be done,
the increases yet to come, the
persecutions yet to be endured
will effect a further, sharper
division before Armageddon.
Only by God’s spirit will we

be able to thus work, increase
and endure, Those who fight
Jehovah’s visible organization,
upon which his spirit is mani-
fest, sin against the holy
spirit, unforgivably so. Those
not participating in this op-
position but condoning it, or
indifferent to it, fit those the
parable pictures as goats.
Whether actively or passively
or indifferently going along
with the world in its assaults
against Jehovah’'s witnesses,
individuals come under either
personal or community respon-
sibility therefor. W 6/1 2

Thursday, October 15

To whom will you liken me,
to whom make me equal, wi'h
whom will you compare me,
that we should be like one
another? . . . for it is I who
am GQGod.—Isa. }6:5,9, AT.

Man is not the only creature
that has bounds set to his
relative freedom. Since it is
written that man is ‘made a
little lower than the angels’,
it appears that the area of
relative freedom enjoyed by
the angels would be somewhat
greater than that of faithful
man, Then there are the
44,000 “sharers in divine
nature”, whose status is still
higher than that of any of the
angels. (2 Pet. 1:4, NW)
Reasonably these glorious im-
mortal sons of God enjoy a
vast ficld of relative freedom
conformative to their new
creation. Of the resurrected
Christ Jesus, the King, it is
written, “He is the reflection
of his [God’s] glory and the
exact representation of his
very being.” Truly this exalted
one has a relative freedom
of great freewill action that
must approximate that of God
himself, Yet, in fact, Jehovah
as the Sovereign Superior is
the sole one who has absolute
freedom. W 7/1 26a



Friday, October 16

Blessed be Jehovah, the God
of Isracl, from everlasting cven
to everlasting, And let all the
people say, Amen. Praise ye
Jehovah.—Ps. 106: 48, AS.

It is self-contradictory for
us to call upon all the people
to amen our blessing of Je-
hovah and then not let them
hear and know about him.
Step forward then, Let them
see and hear us as his wit-
nesses and observe our spirit-
ual prosperity and feel an
overwhelming desire to share
it. The prosperity with which
he has blessed us is abundant
enough for the great erowd of
other sheep to share in it, no
matter how many their num-
ber. We can afford to be lib-
eral, openhanded. By sharing
our welfare unselfishly with
others we shall see the pros-
perity of God’s visible organi-
zation boom yet more and
more, despite the worsening
situation in the world. We
shall increase our own glad-
ness in Jehovah with all his
people, all the way into the
new world. So to ourselves, to
others, we join the psalmist
in saying: “Praise ye Jeho-
vah.,” W 12/1 25

Saturday, October 17

The sacrifices of God are a
broken spirit: a broken and a
contrite heart, O God, thou
wilt not despise—Ps. 51:17,

Those who are stubborn,
hardhearted, those who are
going to have all the things
they want their way, and that
in addition to being in the
congregation of God, these are
the ones that have to be dis-
fel]owshiged and put away,
because they are going to make
the congregation unclean, But
the one that comes with a con-
trite heart and confesses to a
brother about his wrongdoing
before he is disfellowshiped,

there is no reason to whip
him any more, He has opened
his_heart, he has let you look
at it and he wants help. There-
fore mercy, love and kindness
should be shown to him. If the
action does not affect a com-
pany or other individual in it,
there is no reason to make
any notification or public an-
nouncement of it. What we
must have in mind is this:
we can show mercy to those
who are of a contrite heart,
and we can help them if we
want to. W 3/1 27, 28a

Sunday, October 18

I was shown mercy, because I
was ignorant and acted with
a lack of fait]}&v?l Tim. 1: 18,

To say Paul was saved be-
cause of his ignorance is
wrong. Because he acted in
ignorance repentance was
possible for him; he had not
unforgivably sinned against
knowledge or the manifesta-
tion of the holy spirit. The
world is full of Bibles, and a
glance at its pages is sufficient
to convict the world’s conduct.
But the masses of people re-
main ignorant “‘according to
their wish”. In some past
times ignorance was over-
looked by God, but it is not
so during a judgment period,
whether it be the one in
Noah’s day, or Lot’s day, or
Jesus’ day, or our day, or dur-
ing the millennium. That is
why Paul said: “True, God
has overlooked the times of
such ignorance, yet now he is
telling mankind that they
should all everywhere repent.”
Why? “Because he has set a
day in which he purposes to
judge the inhabited earth.,”
That day for most men will be
the millennial reign ; but others
will have had or are having
their judgment period earlier.
Such periods are no time for
ignorance, but for repentance.
W 6/1 18a



Monday, October 19

I urge that cntreaties . . . be
offered for all men, for em-
perors and all who are in
authority—1 Tim. 2:1,2, AT.

Such prayers would be used
to posslgly influence decisions
rulers might make concerning
gospel-preaching. Jesus warned
his followers that they would
be haled before governors
and kings for the purpose
of a wiiness. (Matt. 10:18,
NW) The Christian would
certainly pray to God before
such appearances, and the
prayer would eoncern the offi-
cial before whom the Christian
was to a pca he being men-
tioned. Christian might
pray that the message be pre-
sented clearly and boldly and
in understandable form for the
official or judge, and that if it
Elease God will he make this
ighly stationed one amenable
to the message, unprejudiced,
reasonable, so that he will see
the justice of the Christian's
cause and rule in his favor,
allowing him freedom of action
for preaching, and not curbmg
such activity by im rlsomng
the minister. W 6/1

Tuesday, October 20

Thy heart was lifted up be-
cause of thy beauty; thou hast
corrupted thy wisdom by rca-
son (X thy brightness [splen-
dor, AT; Rok—EEzek. 28: 17,

Both heart and mind were
involved. The heart is the seat
of affection and of devotion,
the motivating power. For a
creature to maintain perfec-
tion means loving and unselfish
devotion to Jehovah, such as
was exemphﬁed by Jesus. But
the “covering cherub” deliber-
ately turned his devotion in-
ward to himself and his heart
became “puffed up with pride”.

The mind is the seat of wis-
dom, the reasonmg powers.
Most interesting is it to note
that his wisdom became cor-
rupted. He could no longer
reason straight and reach true
and accurate conclusions. He
himself, though, could not ap-
preciate that. One of the most
important things to realize is
this, that sin is so deceptive in
its influence. It blinds and
darkens the mind. The natural
outworking of its operation is
to cause wicked men to “ad-
vance from bad to worse, mis-
loadilnog and being misled”. W

o

Wednesday, October 21

Slay utterly the old man, the

young man and the virgin, and

little children.—Ezek. 9:6,
AS.

Under the Biblical prmcxple
of “family responsibility”
where the father or the mother
or both become iniquitous, ad-
verse judgment comes upon the
entire household of minor chil-
dren; as Achan, for example,
who committed a fatal trespass
against Jehovah. At 1 Corin-
thians 7:14 Paul speaks of
this principle in the reverse,
which might be called “family
merit”. If the father or the
mother of a family is a Chris-
tian he or she brings merit to
the entire family of children..
Therefore minor children of
Christian parents are indirect-
ly sanctified or counted worthy

Rrotectlon in God’s sight
unt1 they reach the age of in-
dividual responsibility. Hence
in this day of final judgment
since 1918 parents are respon-
sible for the final destiny of
their minor children. hen
Armageddon strikes all minor
children who are not under
such “family merit” arrange-
ment will meet annihilation
with no hope of a resurrection.
W 1715 22



Thursday, October 22

Keep on blessing those who
persccute; be blessing and do
not be cursinzizr.‘TV—Rom. 12: 1},

There cannot be any doubt
as to the purport of this serip-
ture and the course of conduct
that should be followed. Then
how can we complain and pour
out our troubles to the nearest
listening ear? Had you not
thought of bearing the trial
yourself? Did you ever read
of Christ Jesus complaining to
his closest companions about
the trials his Father had per-
mitted to come upon him? Or
did he display displeasure and
annoyance against the will of
God? No, never did he do so!
And why not? DBecause he
“kept on committing himself to
the one who judges right-
eously”. It must therefore be
recognized by all Jehovah’s
people that our service calls
for patient endurance, and
patience means cheerful con-
stancy. At times the trials you
have will seem too hard to
bear; but be confident, for it
will not be so if you will
obediently go on and keep com-
mitting yourself to the One
who judges righteously., W
9/15 16

Friday, October 23

Since we have these promises,
beloved oncs, let us cleanse
oursclves of every defilement of

flesh and spirit, perfecting
holiness in God’s fear.—2 Cor,
7:1, NW,

Jehovah is the single, ab-
solute, independent, everlasting
One. He is One, and all other
gods are nothing, We can get
to know the great Most High,
Jehovah, only by reading and
understanding his holy Word,
and then we shall see how he
declares his universalness and

gloriousness in holiness. Noth-
ing created is holy in itself, for
natural purity or impurity
does not coincide with holiness
or unholiness. Holiness of the
creature pertains to doing
God’s will, being the state in
which the creature is bound to
Jebovah by divine arrange-
ment. Those, therefore, who
come to know Jehovah and to
be associated with the Holy
One must immediately cleanse

themselves, for all covenant
regulations rest on the prin-
ciple, “You must be holy,

because I am holy.”—Lev.
11:44; 1 Pet. 1:16, NW. W
10/1 6

Saturday, October 24

The things that are coming an-

nounce to us, that we may

know their issue. Tell us the

things that are coming here-

after, that we may know that

you are gods.—~—Isa. 41: 22,238,
AT.

Only Jechovah God can cause
history to be written in ad-
vance. In other words, he can
prophesy, can foretell the fu-
ture. That is the acid test for
disclosing godly qualities and
powers. Jehovah God declares
that this power of prophecy
sgrings from him alone, an
that because of his knowledge
of the future his people need
not dread any unforeseen
events. If any wish to vie with
him as gods, they are invited
to support their claims of god-
ship by demonstrating their
power to prophesy. So it is not
the ability to write what is
scientifically sound that counts,
nor is it the power to pen
what is historically true that
is essential, but it is the pro-
ducing of that which is pro-
phetically accurate that is
vital in establishing it as in-
spired by God. He 1s the sole
source of prophetic power. W
11/1 2b



Sunday, October 25

Jehovah sitteth as King for
ever.—Ps. 29:10, AS.

It was not only during the
Flood that Jchovah was King.
He has sat as King and Ruler
forever, even from the time
that Adam disobeyed God in
the garden of Eden, He just al-
lowed Satan and his organi-
zation to remain after Satan
re-established it some time
following the flood, so that
God might show forth his
power. He showed his power
greatly at the time of the
flood. TIe is going to show
forth his Eower again in the
battle of Armageddon. So Je-
hovah will sit as King then
and forever, even throughout
all eternity. Jehovah's wit-
nesses will not be in terror at
the things that are going to
happen, nor are they fearful of
the things that are happcnmg
now in the persecution that is
brought against them in many
lands, because they know that
“Jehovah of hosts is with us;
the God of Jacob is our ref-
uge”. (Ps. 46: 11, AS) They
are fully confident that the end
of this trouble will bring peace,
prosperity and blessings in a
new world. W 12/15 19a

Monday, October 26

One body there is, and one

spirit, even as you were called

in the one hope to which you

were called; one Lord.—Eph.
}:4, 85, NW.

Paul was impressing upon
the minds of the Ephesians
that there is just one body and
that governing this one body
is one spirit, God’s spirit. They
were all called in the one hope,
the hope of being joint heirs
with the Lord Jesus in the
heavenly kingdom and of living
eternally. All had the same

faith based on God’s infallible
Word, the same baptism and
the same Ifather in heaven.
Therefore there should be no
difference in viewpoint as far
as the members of the body
were concerned, but they
should all be striving to accom-
plish the great work of carry-
ing on the clean worship of the
Most High God, sharing in the
vindication of His name and
Word and aiding all people of
good will to get the knowledge
of Jehovah’s purposes. It was
done in Paul's day; it is being
done in our day. W 1/1 27

Tuesday, October 27

If your brother commits a sin,
go lay bare his fault between
you and him alone, ., .., If he
does not listen even to the con-
gregation, let him be to you
just as ¢ man of the nations.
—»Matt, 18: 15-17, NW.

Here Jesus says, if you have
anything at fault between an-
other brother and yourself, try
to straighten it up between
yourselves. If you cannot, call
one or two others in and have
them listen and give advice. If
they cannot straighten it out
then it just means a personal
avoidance between you two
persons, you treating him like
a non-Jew outside the con-
gregation. You do what you
have to do with him only on
a business basis. It has noth-
ing to do with the congrega-
tion, because the offensive aet
or sin or misunderstanding is
not any grounds for disfellow-
shiping him from all the com-
pany. Things that have noth-
ing to do with preaching the
gospel or keeping the congre-
gation clean should not be
brought into the general con-
gregation for decision. W 3/1
7, 8b



Wednesday, October 28

For in witness it is said: “You

are a pricst forever after the

likeness of Melchizedek.”
—Heb. 7:17, NW.

For three and a half years
Jesus served on earth in the
role of High Priest to which
God had consecrated him.
Then he laid down his human
sacrifice in death., But that
was not the full end to which
Jesus’ dedication to God led.
That he might continue to
serve as High Priest in heaven
God resurrected him from
death to heavenly life as an
immortal spirit creature. As
such this glorified High Priest
entered into the holy place,
heaven itsclf, into God’s pres-
ence, presented the redeeming
value of his human sacrifice
and proceeded to mediate the
new covenant for his faithful
followers on earth. To them it
is written: “Since we have a
great priest over the house of
God, let us approach with sin-
cere hearts in the full assur-
ance of faith.” So it is now
through this High Priest that
we can imitate him and dedi-
cate ourselves to God sincerely
and with faith. W 5/15 31

Thursday, October 29

Bo, if anyone of you is lacking
in_ wisdom, le im keep on
asking God, . But let him
keep on asM 'm fmth not
doubting at a —Jas 1:5,86,

If we have gamed our under-
standing of the Bible by feed-
ing at the table set by the
slave class, if we have been
thereby freed from false doc-
trines and built up in the clean
and undefiled worship of God,
we should not be doubtful
about his slave’s provisions.
After being nourished to our

present spiritual strength and
maturity, do we suddenly be-
come smarter than our former
provider and forsake the en-
lightening guidance of the or-
ganization that mothered us?
(Prov. 6:20) And if the heav-
enly Father would not give a
stone or a serpent or scorpion
to a child who asked for bread
or fish or an cgg from him, are
we to take the spiiitual food he
provides through his slave into
our hands as if we were going
to be bruised by a stone, 01
bitten by a serpent or stung

a scorplon?-—Matt T:7-11,
NW. W 2/1 12a

Friday, October 30

Depart from me . . . , ye
bloo ﬁsgtrsty men.—Ps,

Haters of God and of his
people are to be hated in the
truest scnse, which is to regard
them with extreme and active
aversion, to consider them as
loathsome, odious, filthy. Sure-
ly any haters of God are not
fit to live on his beautiful
earth. The earth will be rid of
the wicked and we shall not
need to lift a finger to cause
physical harm to come to them,
for God will attend to that,
but we must have a proper
perspective of these enemies.
His name signifies recompense
to the enemics. You get away
from or remove from your pres-
ence anything loathsome or
repugnant that you detest and
abhor. You do not want to
have anything at all to do with
it. This must be exactly our
attitude toward the haters of
Jehovah. Their motives, op-
position to Jehovah and his
people, their perfidy and wick-
ed idolatrous purposes we per-
fectly abhor. With them we
have neither part, interest, nor
affection, W 10/1 11,12a



Saturday, October 31

For even Christ did not please

himself; but just as it is writ-

ten: “The reproaches of those

who were reproaching you

have fallen upon me”—Rom.
’

The witnesses stand loyal to
Jehovah’s name though today
it is reproached and blas-
phemed. They remain true and
believe in him and disregard
the dishonor and shame those
of this world heap upon them.
We are a name-people and
maust live up to his name, must
therefore know what the name
means, what it stands for, why
we are his people, and know
how to praise and magnify it.
Yes, we must grow to love it
so much that we are hurt when
men speak evilly of it, that we
would defend 1t even as we
would defend ourselves. Jeho-
vah has honored us with the
revelation of his name and
planted it in our midst, there-
fore we have to learn how to
obey all commands in that
name from the great King of
Zion, the Lord Jesus Christ.
He is the chosen One, the ‘top
stone of the corner’, God’s
great Prophet, and he must be
listened to and strictly obeyed.
W 9/15 5a

Sunday, November 1

Thy justice is eternal justice,
and thy law 1is truth itself.
—Ps. 119: 142, Mo.

Though many of man’s laws
may be based on falsely con-
ceived principles, laws theo-
cratic as legislated by the
ﬁreat Sovereign Superior, Je-

ovah God, are soundly based
on principles of truth, These
laws limit the relative freedom
of the Christian. DBeing rules
of action dictated by the supe-
rior for the conduct of the in-
ferior, the inferior is obliged to
obey in these matters. Accord-
ing to these laws the Christian
is forbidden to murder, to eat

blood, must abstain from for-
nication, must keep himself
from worshiping idols, must
not forsake the gathering to-
gether In assemblies, and so
on. (Gen. 9:4; Acts 15:20,
29; Heb. 10:25, NW) Then
let us not forget the two great
laws or commandments Jesus
ave us. (Matt. 22:37-39)
hese and the many other
rules laid down for us in the
Christian Greek Scriptures
from the true superior authori-
ties, Jchovah God and Christ
Jesus, are part of the bound-
aries of our relative freedom.
W 7/1 13, 15a

Monday, November 2

Woe to you, O land, when your
king is a boy!—Eccl. 10: 16,
A

Children who are allowed to
have their own selfish way,
and who are provided with
everything they ask for, finally
get spoiled and become un-
manageable. This situation is
extremely dangerous, as the
heart of the child has been
trained to lean on its own im-
mature, unexperienced under-
stunding. As a novice he falls
easy victim to every glittering
snare of the great adversary
Satan. (1 Tim. 3:6, w)
Wise King Solomon warned
against such rulership of ma-
ture people by a child, a mere
boy. And Paul shows that
though a child is an heir to
become a ruler, yet while he
is in his minority he is under
men in charge and not allowed
to rule. (Gal. 4:1,2, NW)
This was the position of Jesus.
Though he was destined to be
king of the new world, yet
during his minority as a man-
child he subjected himself to
his lowly earthly parents. Ju-
venile domination in Christian
households is highly improper
and should be terminated
promptly by means of the “rod
of correction”. W 1/15 2a



Tuesday, November 3

Bg faith he [the patriarch
Abraham] resided temporarily
in the land of the promise . . .
For he was awaiting the city
having rcal foundations and
the builder and creator of
which is God.—IHeb. 11: 9, 10,
NW.

The patriarchal society was
no crude social order. Rather
it was a system highly organ-
ized, adapted to the nomadic
life of those early family units.
They dwelt in tents and wan-
dered over the land in the care
of their large flocks and herds.
The faithful theocratic patri-
archs were content to live in
the land of promise as tem-
porary residents awaiting the
time for the promised Messiah,
Christ Jesus, to come as King
to establish the cverlasting
kingdom of righteousness over
the earth. There is much of
particular interest for us today
as to God's dealings with his
servants under the patriarchal
system of organization. As
God’s legal ways do not change,
his legal actions back there are
bound to indicate similar ways
for the new world system of
things. W 7/15 18

Wednesday, November 4

For this time I awill rain all
these my strokes on you and
your officers and your pcople,
to teach yow that there is no
one like me in all the world.
—Ewe. 9: 14, Mo.

The Bible shows a com-
munal or community respon-
sibility, where a community
upholds or goes along with
rulers that persecute Jehovah’s
Beople or are otherwise wicked.

id not the Egyptians suffer
plagues because of Pharaoh’s
hardness? Did not the Amale-
kites suffer for gencrations
afterward because of Amalek’s

opposition to Israel in the wil-
derness? King Saul brought
trouble on Isracl years after
his death. David’s sins brought
punishment upon the people.
Some Bible students relate
some of this suffering to ruler
responsibility rather than com-
munity responsibility, but it
does show how the sins of one
can affect many. It was un-
questionably community re-
sponsibility when Achan tres-
passed and brought a military
defeat on Israel. Because King
Jehoram of Judah deflected
from God the whole nation
went wrong and was punished.
W 6/1 13a

Thursday, November 5

The Eternal your God you

shall follow, him you shall

revere, his commands you shall

keep, his voice you shall obey,

him shall you worshill), and to

him shall you be loyal.—Deut.
>4 Mo.

The Hebrew word above ren-
dered “loyal” is from the verb
dabdq, which means ‘“to clin
or adhere, to cleave, to stick”.
Loyal is & French word from
the Latin legalis, meaning
“lawful”, the old French being
loial, hence our English word
“loyal”, from the root “law”.
The accepted usage of the
word is faithful in love or
duty, being true to one’s word,
or of one who in times of re-
volt remains faithful to his
allegiance. It mecans that which
is done in strict conformity
with the law of God. A loyal
person is one who is depend-
able, not negligent, faithful in
the performuance of duty, and
in heart harmony with God's
arrangements. This is exem-
plified in Christ Jesus. He held
strictly and firmly to God’s
law at all times, just as though
he were the law, never deviat-
ing. W 9/15 1a



Friday, November 6

Our mouth has been opened to
%ou, Corinthians, our heart

as widened out. You are not
cramped for room within us,
but you are cramped for room
in your own tender affections.
So, . . . you, too, widen out.

-—2 Cor. 6:11-13, NW,

“Let us by love grow up in
all things,” in unseclfish devo-
tion and unbreakable attach-
ment to the organization, be-
cause it is Jehovah's. It is not
a human organization. It is
spiritual, ‘one body and one
spirit, and you should view
the whole arrangement and
those in it accordingly. Do not
view your brothers “according
to the flesh”. It only leads to
trouble. You will be partial,
favoring and limiting your fel-
lowship to those who appeal to
you, and ignoring aud being
ready to criticize the others.
For the sake of unity of the
body, subordinate the personal
viewpoint to that of the or-
ganization in the spirit of keen
appreciation of the great priv-
ilege of partnershig therein.
So, enlarge your heart and
widen out your acquaintance
with your brothers, as Paul
told the Corinthians to do. W
9/1 12a

Saturday, November 7

Do you not judge thosec inside,

while @od judges those out-

side? “Remove the wicked man
from among yourselves.”
—1Cor.5:12,13, NW.

Some persons think they can
stay in the truth, but they do
not want to work according to
God’s standards. So they keep
going out in the field service,
they go from door to door, they
distribute books, they have
Bible studics, still they are
disfellowshiped. Sometimes
even after they are disfellow-

shiped they put in many more
hours than they did when they
were with the congregation.
What is the congregation going
to do now with such an in-
dividual? We must keep in
mind that this person has been
disfellowshiped and is not a
member of our company. We
want to avoid him, we want
nothing to do with him. He is
a representative of the Devil's
organization trying to corrupt,
disturb. Ile is not clean, and
until he repents and changes
his course of action he can
never come back and be one
of Jehovah’s people. W 38/1
13, 15a

Sunday, November 8

Until we all attain to the one-
ness in the faith and in the
accurate knowledge of the Son
of God, to a full-grown man.
~—Eph. 4:13, NW.

The whole apostolic organi-
zation was an organization of
ministers. It was not a laity
class, with one or two clergy~
men over cach congregation.
All this training and instruc-
tion then being given was to
make each one a fully compe-
tent ordained minister. There
were not to be any spiritual
babes in the organization for
long. New ones would be com-
ing in all the time, that is
true, but they would not re-
main babes in the Word
“tossed about as by waves and
carried hither and thither by
every wind of teaching by
means of the trickery of men.”
By study all were to become
mature, full-grown men. There
was not to be a division of
ideas, with part of a congre-
gation believing one thin%1 and
the other part another, There
must be oncness in God’s vis-
ible organization. As it was
then with the “little flock”, so
it must be now with the other
sheep. W 1/1 4a



Monday, November 9

No_prophccy of Scripture

springs ﬁom any private re-

lease. For prophecy was at no

time brought by man’s will,
—2 Pet. 1:20,21,

We must show understand-
ing, appreciating our relation-
ship to the visible theocratic
organization, remembering the
fate of those like Korah,
Achan and others, who forgot
the theocratic order. Jehovah
God deals with his people as
a servant class, He does not
feed each one individually nor
does he appoint an individual
over them. No individual stu-
dent of God’s Word reveals
God’s will or interprets His
Word. God thrQlets and
teaches, through Christ the
Chief Servant who in turn
uses the discreet “slave” class
as the visible channcl, the vis-
ible theocratic organization.
David approached God through
the priestly organization rep-
resented by Abiathar, who
had the ephod; and a servant
today must likewise look to
God’s visible organization for
spiritual food that is timely
and for directions in Kingdom
service.—1 Sam. 30:7,8. W
2/1 11,10a

Tuesday, November 10

Then Satan answered Jehovah,
and said, Doth Job fear God
for nought? Hast not thou
made a hedge about him?—Job
1:9,10, AS.

There is a matter to amus-
ingly note from Satan’s brazen
conversation with Jehovah as
to Job., Satan was not the all-
powerful sovereign that he
originally thought he was go-
ing to be. The fact that God
calls him to question indicates
that Jehovah had the upper
hand. The further fact that
tan complains of the “hedge”
put around Job indicates

that he was nettled at Jeho-
vah’s displays of superior
power, not only in defense of
his true worshipers on earth,
but also on special occasions,
such as, for example, at the
Flood, where with no difficulty
God washed away Satan’s
demonized earthly civilization ;
at Babel, where God confused
the speech of Satan’s first
earthly kingdom; and in
Egypt, where Jehovah brought
the first world power to its
knees to deliver the Israelites
with a high hand. And in Job's
case God placed a limitation
as to bow far Satan could go
in his testing of Job’s integ-
rity, W 5/1 %8

Wednesday, November 11

All those who were rightly dis-
posed gor everlasting lz e be-
came clzcvere ——Acts 3: 48,

The dedlcatlon of self to God
through Jesus is ineluded in
believing or exercising faith,
for ‘“faith, if it does not have
works, is dead in itself”. Ded-
ication to God through Christ
is one’s putting life into his
faith. The record shows that
those who “became believers”
performed works. They sub-
mitted to water baptism so as
to give symbolic testimony to
their faith, and thus they im-
itated Jesus. They turned
away from the world and
turned to Jesus as the Messiah.
They joined themselves to Je-
hovah’s visible organization
and kept together as a united
congregation. They confessed
and reported their past prac-
tices openly and showed they
had repented or changed their
minds about such things and
that they had converted or
turned around and_ were now
going in God’s way in the foot-
steps of Jesus. This was how
they showed that they were
“rightly disposed for everlast-
ing life”, W /15 Ha



Thursday, November 12

In answer Peter and the other

apostles said: “We must obey

God as ruler rather than men.”
—Acts 5:29, NW.

Christian men and women
dedicated to Jehovah depend
absolutely upon God for life
and its major needs. Conse-
quently it is right and neces-
sary that they render their
greater duties to God at all
points of dependency. Where
the legal obligations of Caesar
and those of God seem to con-
flict, then Christians follow the
legal precedent sct by Peter
and the apostles. If Caesar
thereupon applies sanetions of
punishment against Christians
for following this apostolic
precedent in refusing to com-
ply with Caesar’s conflicting
requirements, then they will
suffer the consequences at
Caesar’s hands. They do this
rather than be found breaking
God’s law or be found negh-
gent in paying back God’s
things to God. If Caesar’s law
commands a Christian to do a
thing which God’s law forbids,
God’s servants strictly adhere
to the principle stated at Acts
5: 29, 6/15 5a

Friday, November 13

For as the days of a tree shall
be the days of my people, and
my chosen shall long enjoy the
work of their hands.—I1saq.
65.22, AS.

From Jesus’ baptism for-
ward he recalled all his pre-
human experience and spirit
life. This meant that Jesus’
brain as a perfect man was
sufficient in size for his mind
to retain all the mental attain-
ments and memories that he,
as a mighty spirit ecreature,
had gathered over a period of
untold billions of years. This

accounts for Jesus’ allusions to
many of his conversations with
Jehovah in heaven which he
remembered accurately. Never
in the billions of years ahead,
it is reasonable to conclude,
will perfect man on earth ever
attain to Jesus’ superbrilliant
mental achievements. So if he
never found his course of life
on earth frustrated or cramped,
then for a certainty perfect
man in the new world to come
has an unending thrilling life
of freedom and intense activity
on carth set before him. Not
only that but it will be a life
of freedom with sccurity ever-
lasting. W 7/1 28a

Saturday, November 14

Forgetting the things behind
and stretching forward to the
things ahead, . . . to what ex-
tent we have [alicady) made
progress, let us go on walking
orderly in this same routine,
—Phil. 3:13-16, NW.

Little good is accomplished
by moaning over the past. It
tends to foster a negative out-
look and to cause one to make
excuses for oneself, Why not
adopt the more healthy atti-
tude? Yes, keep making prog-
ress in the truth in the way
you have already been taught
and helped by Jehovah’s or-
ganization and its servants
even though but a step at a
time, Sticking to ‘“this same
routine” does not mean getting
“in a rut” of despair, but it
means “walking orderly” by
constantly training our powers
of perception through reading
and study, both privately and
with others, by ‘pondering over
these things and being ab-
sorbed in them and staying by
them,” asking continually for
Jehovah’s help and spirit; and
also by engaging in the sacred
service. W 9/1 9;1a



Sunday, November 15

For I am convinced that nei-

ther death nor life nor angcls

. .. nor any other creation will

be able to separate us from

God’'s love that is in Christ

Jesus our Lord—Rom. 8: 38,
39, NW.

»

Jehovah’s spirit operates
freely only toward those who
have fully dedicated them-
selves to him with all their
heart. It is good to realize the
importance of Jehovah's right-
eous cause and work, but if
our dedication stops short
there, we have not gone far
enough, we have not reached
the source of our much-nceded
help. We may not take for
granted that keeping busy in
the witness work and in close
touch with Jehovah’s people
and his organization will en-
sure his spirit's operating on
our behalf. T'ake nothing for
granted. Concerning every fun-
damental doctrine and every
step and relationship affecting
our gaining and keeping Je-
hovah’s favor and gaining end-
less life in his kingdom. “let
us press on to maturity” of
understanding by the illumi-
nation of his spirit, so that we
may have the same confidence
fgml expressed above. W 8/15

a

Monday, November 16

The heavens and the carth
that are now are stored up
for fire—2 Pet. 3: 7, NW.

At Armageddon Jehovah
will baptize this world with
destructive fire. This baptism
of fire was foreshadowed by an
ancient one, when upon “Sod-
om it rained fire and sulphur
from heaven and destroyed
them all”. John the Baptist
spoke of the mnearness of a
baptism of fire which came
A.D. 70, when Rome’s im-~

perial legions destroyed Jeru-
salem and killed 1,100,000 Jews
and took 97,000 into captivity.
(Matt. 3:10-12) A final bap-
tism of fire will come upon
those siding with Satan at the
end of the thousand-year reign.
(Rev. 20: 9) Like other fiery
baptisms, it comes at the end of
a judgment period, a thousand-
year one. There is certainly no
resurrection from that baptism
of fire, for it is tied in with
second death, the lake of fire
and sulphur. So fire is unques-
tionably the symbol for de-
struction that is final, whether
used in connection with Ar-
mageddon or with the end of
Slée millennial reign. W 6/1 22,
23a

Tuesday, November 17

The rod of correction gives
wisdom; but a child who i3
left to himsclf brings disgiace
on his mother—Drov. 29: 15,

Some modern educators
teach that children should be
allowed to develop according
to their own inclinations and
inhibitions. This course is
wrong and contrary to Scrip-
ture. The child during its im-
pressionable years requires
strong parental guidance and
direction. To expose the fallacy
of modern educators Paul said
that when he was a babe his
reasoning was unsound and in-
complete. He wrote: “When I
was u babe, I used to speak as
a babe, to think as a babe,
to reason as a bube; but now
that I have become a man, 1
have done away with the traits
of a babe.” (1 Cor. 13:11,
NW) Thus for this reason chil-
dren are not to be left to
their foolish reasonings and
mischief-making. Here is where
the “rod of correction” is nec-
essary to give that proper
bent to the child. W 1/15 la



Wednesday, November 18

The voice of Jehovah is with
power, the voice of Jehovah is
with majesty.—Ps. 29: 4, Yg.

We should always remember
that Jehovah’s Word has au-
thority behind it. Jehovah’s
‘Word is right, it is powerful.
Believe it. No one should show
disrespect for what God has
set forth in his Word. It is his
voice, He is the most majestic
one in all the universe. He is
the most authoritative one. No
greater kunowledge or wisdom
1s to be found in anyone. He
is the Almighty, the Most
High; he should have our re-
spect. Now is the time for the

eople to listen to the voice of

ehovah. Now is the time for
them to study and find out.
Those who have come to know
the Word of God -certainly
should be ob.dient to it. God
does not ask us to just pick out
that part of the Bible we want
to live by and forget the rest
of it. Jehovah is not asking us
which part of the Dible we
want to believe and which
part we do not want to be-
lieve, He is giving us his com-
mandments. W 12/15 13,9, 11a

Thursday, November 19

With the heart one czxercises
faith for sightcousness, but
with the mouth one makes
public declaration for salva-
tion.—Rom. 10: 10, NW,

The apostle DPeter tells us
why God causes a temple or a
city to be built. After mention-
ing both the temple built up
of living stones, and also mak-
ing a quotation concerning the
holy city, Zion, he identifics
the true believers who have
‘the precious estimation’ as to
why they have been brought
into God’s city and God’s tem-
ple, namely, to be *“‘a people
for special possession, that you
should declare abroad the ex-

cellencies’ of the one that
called you out of darkness into
his wonderful light”. (1 Pet.
2:2,7,9, NW) Do not miss
out on God’s purpose respect-
ing you. Though you may be
the youngest in the family of
those who have dedicated them-
selves to Jchovah to do his
will, we want to see you as
a ‘newborn infant’ ‘“‘grow to
salvation”, to reach maturity,
completeness of growth and
development, The main re-
quirement for such growth is
two-sided. It applies to the
geart and the mouth, W 9/1
a

Friday, Nevember 20

The person faithful in what is
least is faithful also in much.
—Luke 16:10, NW.

In Jchovah’s organization
itsclf, loyalty or disloyalty can
be demonstrated in so many
ways., One may conclude his
assigned place is subordinate
to another’s assignment, and,
by reason of the fact that he
has more education and human
ability, he fcels superior to the
one whom Jehovah has placed
in the superior position. In
entertaining such thoughts, he
is dropping the shield of faith
and permitting poisonous ar-
rows to enter his mind, and
very quickly he may become
disloyal. However, a loyal
brother would remember who
he is, how the truth has en-
lightened his mind and that
all he knows about Jechovah,
the King, and the Kingdom
has come to him through the
“faithful and discreet slave”.
Ile knows that even as Je-
hovah gave the knowledge of
the truth, so he can take it
away. So in pondering these
things he does not exalt him-
self against his brother, but
will count it a privilege to
serve with him. He is thereby
manifesting loyalty to the rule
of operation, W 9/15 6Ga



Saturday, November 21

Do not be afraid of the things
you are destined to suffer. ...
Prove yourself faithful cven
with the danger of death.
—Rev. 2:10, NW.

Some of Jchovah’s people
have suffered bitterly, and
some have been put to death,
but the purpose of Jehovah
has not been hindered and the
destiny of the faithful is sure
—just as sure as Abraham’s,
David’s, Daniel’'s, and many
others’. They all died in faith,
knowing Jehovah’s name. We
all must understand as they
did that our interests must be
completely submerged in Je-
hovah’s purposes. As long as
these prosper we are happy,
whether we live or die, for our
everlasting life is assured to
us if faithful. No promise has
been made that we shall never
on any account be persecuted
or hurt mentally or physically.
Indeed, all the faithful be-
fore this time have suffered.
(2 Tim. 3:12, NW) But we
have been definitely promised
protection if we trust in Jeho-
vah with all our heart. W 10/1
Ta

Sunday, November 22

By all means, then, pay back
Cacesar’s things to Caesar.
—Luke 20: 25, NW.

Jesus here pronounced a
sound legal doctrine which
granted that the “Caesar” gov-
ernments may set upon their
Christian inferiors or subjects
certain duties of paying trib-
ute which are proper to be
paid back to them for services
rendered. But in the tempo-
rary systems of things in
which “Caesar” operates, he
may exact return payment
only for those limited services

for which Christians are de-
pendent upon the state. This
was underscored by Jesus’ ref-
erence to Caesar’s coin which
was called a ‘“tribute coin”,
Therefore in this binding legal
doctrine Jesus drew a clear line
at which one’s duties to the
state end. Beyond that line
commence the Christian’s du-
ties toward his God. Note that
Jesus did not shut out of the
picture these greater dutics to
be paid by Jehovah’s witnesses
to their sovereign God, for he
completed the legal pronounce-
ment by saying, “Pay back
. . . God’s things to God.” W
6/15 4a

Monday, November 23

Avoid them. For men of that
kind are slaves, not of our
Lord Christ, but of their own
bellies, and by smooth talk and
complimentary speech they se-
duce the hearts of guilcless
ones.—Rom. 16: 17,18, NW.

Here we have a plain state-
ment from God’s Word that
we should get rid of the person
that causes offense and divi-
sions. He has no place in the
congregation of God. Meetings
that are open to the public he
can attend so long as he be-
haves himself and minds his
business; we have nothing to
say to him. Those who are
acquainted with the situation
should never say ‘‘Hello” or
“Good-by” to him. He is not
welcome in our midst, we avoid
him. If this one should be sit-
ting in a public Watchtower
study and raise his hand, the
chairman should never recog-
nize him. ITe is not a recognized
member in God’s congregation
and has no privileges of scrvice
in it whatsoever. What we
would do for the public, for

those in the Devil’'s organi-
zation, we may do for that one.
W 8/12,14a



Tuesday, November 24

One of them, when _he saw he
was healed, . . . fell upon his
face at Jesus' feet, thanking
him.—Luke 17: 15,16, NW.

There were ten lepers and
Jesus cleansed them all. But
was it not strange that only
one of them came back to Je-
sus to glorify God with a
loud voice? Today, with all the
preaching of Jehovah's wit-
nesses, there are not very
many who turn completely
aside from this old world and
start worshiping Jehovah with
his great organization. The
responsibility to do so is theirs,
because they have knowledge
and understanding. Gratitude
is a wonderful thing to bave,
and those who study God's
Word and worship Jchovah in
holy array along with his en-
tire organization happily ex-
press to their God in heaven
the gratitude they have for
having received the truth and
for being able to seec that God’s
kingdom has now been born,
that the Kingdom is estab-
lished and is here, and that
shortly Christ Jesus in King-
dom power will crush Satan
and all his organization. W
12/15 4,5a

Wednesday, November 25

You husbands, continue dwell-
ing in like manner with [your
wrves] according to knowledge,
assigning them honor as to o
weaker wessel, the feminine
one, since you are also heirs
with them of the undeserved
favor of life—1 Pect.3:7, NW.

Limitations have been placed
upon Christians to have no
gex relations with persons
other than one’s husband or
wife. (Matt. 19:3-9) Indulg-
ing in fornication and adultery
is going beyond the set bounds.
For those who are married na-

ture calls for the rendering of
certain dues that should not be
withheld. “Let the husband
render to his wife her due; but
let the wife also do likewise
to her husband.” (1 Cor. 7:2-
4, NW) The man must live
with his wife according to
knowledge of God’s fundamen-
tal laws of nature. The hus-
band takes into consideration
the biological constitution of
his wife, which greatly affects
her mental processes, disposi-
tion and temperament. God
does not overlook these femi-
nine restrictions; neither
should husbands. W 7/1 6a

Thursday, November 26

Many a man will make pro-

fession of his kindness; but a

faithful man who can find?
—Prov. 20:6, AT

Jehovah is still training his
faithful ones for their present
and future service, and no one
is capable of exercising author-
ity until he has lcarned to obey
and be loyal to authority.
Some of God’s servants have
not been men of great ‘“‘natural
ability”, but they have had
real ability in his sight, and
have been thoroughly depend-
able and loyal to Jehovah and
his will. The ones today with
whom God entrusts his King-
dom interests are those who
have demonstrated their loyal-
ty under test, having that
same strict conformity to God's
law as was demonstrated by
Christ. It must be the result
of personal convictions. True,
the loyalty of one may impress
and influence others, but it is
exhibited, not for that purpose,
but because of one’s allegiance.
‘Where a group are all of the
same opinion and determina-
tion from personal conviction,
and all voluntarily united,
then such is a loyal company.
W 9/15 2,3a



Friday, November 27

Let God be found true, though
every man be found a liar, even
as it is written: “That you
might be vindicated in your
words and might win when you
are being ]ud%{iv”—Rom 3: 4

But can we rely upon the
predictions concerning Arma-
geddon and the new world of
righteousness that will follow?
Well, if someone has told you
the truth a hundred times, will
you suddenly doubt his in-
tegrity for no cause? How un-
reasonable and illogical that
would be! Jehovah has caused
to be recorded many prophe-
cies, and in remarkable ways
many of them have been ful-
filled. The fulfillment of some
of them is still future. Can we
not confidently rely upon their
coming to pass in his due time,
in view of the record he has
built up, the reputation for
truthfulness he has earned de-
spite the opposing views of
scientists and atheists and
higher critics? They have been
wrong so often, but Jehovah
never. So when men dispute
his Word and judge him false,
we know the men are false and
God is true, W 11/1 17b

Saturday, November 28

Do not I hate them, O Jecho-
vah, that hate thce?—DPs,
139:21, AS.

The Lord Jesus said, “Con-
tinue to love your encmies.”
Men may condemn us and still
may be forgiven. We do not
love them {for their hurtful
works to us, but there must
not be hatred toward them on
this account., Rather, the com-
mandment is to pray for such
persons. But the situation is
entirely different when op-
posers get to a state of an-
tagonism against God and the

spirit, so that even regardless
of the facts in evidence of Je-
hovah’s workmanship and
power, they distort them and
accuse God of wickedness.
Such extreme debasement is
only identifying them with
Satan the great opposer whose
end is destruction. Satan is
our enemy and he is also God’s
enemy. The Lord Jesus was
not calling upon us to love
those who hated God. God put
enmity between the sced of the
woman and the sced of the
serpent., We therefore cannot
love this world, Satan, or his
seed. W 10/1 10a

Sunday, November 29

Watch yourself and watch
your teaching; stick to your
work.—1 Tim. 4: 16, Mo.

Not only do we need to read
the Society’s publications, but
we must get down to a diligent
study of the Scriptures with
their aid. Not only do we need
to regularly attend the meet-
ings, but we should ask our-
selves, tht practical contri-
bution am I making at those
meetings to help both mysdf
and others to build up
knowledge and undu‘standlng
and to stir up their apprecia-
tion to the point of taking
action and to assist them in
training for ministerial work?
And not only do we need to
engage in the witness work
just suﬂlctontly to be recog-
nized as a Kingdom publisher,
but we should also ask our-
selves, Am 1 helping myself
and others to make progress
in Jehovah’s work? How can I
improve the gquality of my
work? Am I so strong in faith
and stirred with appreciation
that I am determined to stick
to the work through thick and
thin, and “to bear thorough
w1tness to the good news of

he undeserved Kkindness of
God”" W 9/1 22a



Monday, November 30

The voice of Jchovah breaketh
the cedars; yea, Jehovah brealk-
eth in picces the cedars of
Lebanon. He maketh them also
to skip like a calf; Lebanon
and Sirion like a young wild-
ox.—Ps. 29: 5,6, AS.

When the battle of Arma-
geddon strikes men will cer-
tainly appear small and puny,
even though some may be lik-
encd to the great cedars of Leb-
anon. These mighty trees
were there in the high moun-
tains north of Israel. Even
these mighty trees, great in
size and which have stood for
centuries, Jehovah will bring
low. When he breaks them and
uproots them they will skip
along the snow-covered sides
of Mount Lcbanon like young
calves jumping about. Not
just one, but all the cedars
of Lebanon will be brought low
due to a mighty act of Jeho-
vah God. Not only will the
trees be moved, but the earth
will literally shake. The voice
of Jehovah says these things
will happen. When Jchovah
shows his anger against the
nations of earth they certainly
will know it. It is not going
i(‘)1 be a small thing. W 12/1

a

Tuesday, December 1

From him all the body, by
being harmoniously joined to-
gether and being made to co-
operate . . . , mukes for the
growth . . . of itself in love.
—Hph. }:16, NW.

When cvery tissue, every
organ, every joint, every mus-
cle of the human body responds
to the instruction of the mind,
what unity of action there is!
This is a picture of how to
achieve the oneness of God's
visible organization under the
Head Christ Jesus. Things can

be done by a person who has
a well-formed and balanced
body, one under full control.
That is exactly the way it is
with Jehovah's witnesses to-
day throughout the world. Co-
operation is received from
every part of the organization.
All function unitedly as re-
spective members of the whole
organization; and this makes
for the growth of the organi-
zation in love. They are under
control and receive instruc-
tions from the greatest instruc-
tor, Jehovah, through Christ
Jesus. They study God’s Word
and have his spirit. They get
things done. W 1/1 9a

Wednesday, December 2

He who doubts is like a wave
of the sca driven by the wind
and blown about. In fact, let
not that man suppose that he
will receive anything from Je-
hovah.—Jas. 1:6,7, NW.

Are we to be doubtful and
suspicious about each new pro-
vision? Even the Beroeans first
received Paul’'s preaching
“with the greatest readiness of
mind”, and then went to “care-
fully examining the Seriptures
daily as to whether these
things were so”. (Aets 17:11
NW) This was the first rea
contact the Berocans had with
Paul’s preaching, yet they re-
ceived it readily and then stud-
ied the Scriptural support for
themselves. How much more
readily we can receive the
‘faithiul and discreet slave’s’
provisions with confidence
sinee, unlike the Beroeans, we
have much past experience
with the precious provisions
from the “slave” class. After
receiving these food supplies
we prove their Scripturalness
for ourselves to make the mes-
sage our own, in a spirit of
meekness and trustfulness and
not combativeness, W 2/1 12a



Thursday, December 8

Worship Jehovah in holy ar-

ray. Tremble before him, all the

earth.—1 Chron. 16:29, 30,
AS.

Jehovah is not a soft-spoken
individual. He is a God of in-
dignation, a God who will
express his wrath against those
who do not serve him and who
are fighting against him. He is
not a god who can be pushed
around by those whom he has
created. He is the Sovereign
Ruler of the universe and he
has shown forth his magnifi-
cence and his wonderfulness as
the only rightful ruler of the
universe. His people are ac-
quainted with his creation, his
Word, and his mighty acts in
times past, and they have faith
in what he is going to do in
the near future. Having come
to know him as the true God
of the universe and his name
Jehovah, they are delighted to
honor his name. They want to
express to others their knowl-
edge of him, That is why they
are so active. They are anxious
to join in the worship of Je-
hovah in holy array. They rec-
ognize that there is an organ-
ization that has been formed
in the earth, Jehovah’s visible
organization. W 12/15 16,17

Friday, December 4

And sons of the stranger, who
are joined to Jehovah, to serve
Him, and to love the name
of Jehovah, . . . I have brought
them unto My holy mountain.
—Isa. 56:6,7, Yg.

Such strangers of good will
show a likeness to sheep and
are identical with those whom
the King Jesus Christ pictures
as shecp in his parable of the
sheep and goats. These afore-
time strangers have seen their
privilege of giving themselves

to God through the King, and
it is by this dedication that
they become his sheep, So they
do more than merely do_kind
things toward the King's
brothers. While God does not
consecrate these other shefﬂ) to
be priests with his royal High
Priest, still he does something
for them as regards his or-
ganization and service. He has
his Right Shepherd fulfill his
words of long ago to them: “I
have other sheep, which are
not of this [priestly] fold;
those also I must bring, and
they will listen to my voice,
and they will become one flock,
one shepherd.,” W 5/15 9a

Saturday, December 5

I make request, not concern-
ing the world—John 17:9,
NW.

Our prayers must not take
on any political tone or color,
because we are neutral with
regard to the affairs of this
world. We will not pray for
the conversion of the world, or
of an atheistic nation, or of
individual officials. Rather, we
will pray to God that if it
pleases him to direct rulers
and judges to see clearly the is-
sues relative to his people, may
he do so for the work’s sake.
‘We may pray conccerning court
cases, bans, persecutions be-
hind “iron curtains”, and
other instances where the work
is involved, and this prayer
will also concern the officials
involved in the cases, and if
they react justly it will be to
their advantage. God will cer-
tainly accomplish his work and
bless his people, and some-
times he maneuvers worldly
rulers to do his will. (Rev.
17:17) At any rate, our
Erayers concerning those in

igh stations will never elevate
them above the Superior Au-
thorities, Jehovah God and
Christ Jesus. W 6/15 22a



Sunday, December 6

O Jehovah, our Lord, how ex-
cellent is thy name in all the
earth, who hast sct thy glory
upon [margin, above] the
ecavens!—Ps. 8: 1, AS

Jehovah’s magnificent glory
may be perceived only in the
measure that he deigns to re-
veal it. He can hide it or show
it, and happy are those of his
children who are favored and

ermitted to catch even a

eeting glimpse of the divine
effulgence. Such a marvelous
sight uplifts, strengthens and
supplies one with what is re-
quired for enlightenment and
faithfulness. It enables the
servant of God to mect the
critical conditions and con-
firms his hope as he moves
forward toward the new world
and everlasting life. By an ear-
nest study of God’s Word we
can learn about the wondrous
majesty and glory of the King
Eternal as revealed through
the life, death and resurrection
and second prescnce of our
Lord Jesus. Additionally we
may now be encouraged and
strengthened to perform the
service assigned to us by seeing
the glory of Jehovah through
his now reigning Son, Christ
Jesus, W 8/1 1

Monday, December 7

He . .. blotted out the hand-
written document against us
which consisted of decrees and
which was in opposition to us,
and He has taken it out of
the way by nailing it to the
torture stake.—Col. 2: 18, 1},
NW.

Just as true principles are
used to build up the many
Bible doctrines, so true prin-
ciples lie behind all God’s laws.
Actually, each of the hundreds
of laws comprising the Law
covenant, as given to Moses, is

based on one or more prin-
ciples of truth. As a matter of
fact, a multitude of righteous
principles came to man’s at-
tention for the first time when
as a revelation the Law cove-
nant was given to the Israel-
ites. For this reason when God
brought the legal binding force
of the Law covenant to an end
he did not destroy the eternal
principles of truth which came
to man’s notice by means of
it, These principles of truth
found in the Law, still pre-
served for us in the Bible, con-
tinue to guide Christians in
their way of righteousness. W
7/1 13, 14a

Tuesday, December 8

Let the earth bring forth grass,

the herd yielding sced, and the

fruit tree . . ., whose sced isin
itself—QGen. 1:11.

Generally in each meeting
place of Jehovah's witnesses
there is a map of the area for
which the company is respon-
sible. It may be in a country
where almost every home has a
Bible, and almost certainly
there will be a mumber of
religious buildings with either
the Bible or other sacred writ-
ings. But can it be said of any
of them : “Whose seed is in it-
self”? Possession of the Bible
alone by no means indicates
that the seed of truth, the life-
giving message, has found lodg-
ing and germinated and sprout-
ed in that religious home or
community. Facing the facts,
we must realize that in all that
area, there is only the one
planting of Jehovah’s organi-
zation, represented in the com-
pany of Jehovah’s witnesses,
however small it may be. What
an inestimable privilege to be
identified with that company
of whom alone, in all that
territory, it can be truthfully
said: ‘“Whose seed is in it-
self” ! W 9/1 26a



Wednesday, December 9

You are the salt of the earth.
—DMaitt. 5: 13, NW.

How awful a calamity be-
falls those who have been eat-
ing at the table of Jehovah
togay as provided by the *“faith-
ful and discreet slave”, and
who then withdraw and set up
their own table and hope to
draw Jehovah with them! Not
only have they broken friend-
ship and shown disloyalty but
encouraged others to do the
same. Let us grasp the situa-
tion right. There is no question
that Jehovah’s witnesses are
the salt of the carth, just as
Noah was when a world was
passing away then. Just as
salt saves from corruption, so
Noah and his family were a
remnant saved. They com-
menced the world’s population,
resulting in the millions who
have lived since. No one of
Adam’s stock would be living
today had it not been for Je-
hovah’s faithful one then. It
is the same now. “In fact, un-
less those days were cut short,
no flesh would be saved; but
on account of the chosen ones
those days will be cut short.”
EMatt. 24:22, NW. W 9/15
223

Thursday, December 10

The voice of Jehovah maketh
the hinds to calve, and strip-
peth the forests bare: and in
his temple everything saith,
Glory—Ps. 29:9, AS.

The only oncs to come under
the protection of Jehovah at
the storm of Armageddon will
be those who have hearkened
to the voice of Jehovah. It will
be such a fearful time that
even the animals in the ficlds
carrying calves will bring them
forth in premature birth. This
storm will be so fierce that
even the trees will be stripped

of their branches and leaves,
even their bark. And while all
this storm is going on, this
voice of Jehovah speaking to
the nations in the battle of
Armageddon, he says, “in
his temple everything saith,
Glory.” Yes, all who under-
stand God and who have come
to know him through his Son
will say, “Glory,” for the glory
belongs to Jehovah. They will
worship him in holy array. All
creatures in hcaven and in
earth who have come to wor-
ship him will be glad in this
day and will rejoice, for it
means the vindication of Je-
hovah’s name and Word, W
12/15 16a

Friday, December 11

The name of Jehovah is a
strong tower.—Prov., 18: 10,
AS.

Security, defense and peace
are possible through an ac-
curate knowledge of Jehovah’s
name. This is one of the great
truths of the Scriptures, and
is so important that our lives
depend upon it. For thousands
of years Jehovah’s people have
had confidence in his name,
and it is necessary now for to-
day's generation to realize it.
In olden times a strong tower
was built for defense and se-
curity. Today we do not re-
quire a strong tower of brick,
stone or concrete, for our en-
emies do not fight us with bow
and arrow, nor with shells or
other explosives. Our defense
is not in material things and
our encmies are not primarily
flesh and blood. Our fighting is
vastly different, but we do
need security. (2 Cor,10:3,4;
Eph. 6:10-12, NW) While the
faithful men of old had stone
towers of great sccurity, yet
their real trust was in the
name of God, and just as they
put their confidence in it, so
we do today. W 10/1 1,2



Saturday, December 12

Let them praise the name of

Jehovah; for he commanded,

and they were created.—Ps.
148:5, AS.

Jehovah created us, giving
us life. He is the sclf-existing
One. 1t does no good to try to
imagine when he started, for
he did not start: he is without
beginning and likewise without
end. Before he began creation
he was alone. But he had
great joy and happiness in
bringing forth creations of all
kinds, so that today we sece
about us the marvels of his
creation. All things that he
makes bring praise and honor
to him when obedient to his
rules, and that is the way it
should be. He has produced a
race of intelligent earthly
creatures, human creatures. It
is natural for them to want to
live, because God gave them
life and the desire to keep it.
Just living is not complete in
itself, but living in happiness,
living with the opportunity to
praise one’s Crea.or, does bring
complete joy to the human
creature. W 10/15 20

Sunday, December 13

Both young men and virgins;
old men and children : let them
praise the name of Jehovah;
for his name alone is cralted;
his glory is above the carth
and the heavens.—Ps.
148:12,18, AS.

As children get older it is
well not to leave them idle.
Gradually encourage them to
give their own testimonies at
the doors or on the streets or
to have their own home Bible
studies. Suggest that they be-
come vacation pioneers during
their summer holidays. Per-
haps the desire to become a
foreign missionary can be in-

stilled in their hearts in the
course of the years. This would
mean that after their two
years of full-time pioneer serv-
ice they would qualify to at-
tend the Watchtower Bible
School of Gilead to prepare for
the foreign missionary service.
The highest career you can
plan for your children is that
of the full-time service as a
minister. Work and plan to
help them toward that most
joyful and successful of ca-
reers., W 1/15 12a

Monday, December 14

That which we have seen and

heard we are reporting also

to you, that you, too, may be

having partnership with wus.
—1 John 1: 3, NW.

Granted we cannot come in-
to physical contact with the
Lord Jesus, or recline on him,
as John did. But that was a
mere outward passing expres-
sion of the real inward har-
mony subsisting between the
two. In any event, any twinge
of envy or regret we may feel
on this score is done away
with when noting that the first
reason given for writing John’s
first letter concerning ‘‘this
partnership of ours” is ‘“that
our joy [John’s and yours]
may be in full measure”. We
can have partnership in the
same joy as John did. Jesus
undoubtedly “preferred” John,
as we read scveral times; but
this did not mean an exclusive
friendship with John in the
somewhat usual selfish mean-
ing of that word. There is no
need for us to hold back. In-
deed, there is every encourage-
ment from the foregoin% to
believe that we, too, can like-
wige be “in union” with our
beloved Master, the closeness
and depth of which union de-
pend upon each one of us
individually. W 11/15 6



Tuesday, December 15

I make request, not concerning

these only, but also concerning

those putting faith in me

through their word.—John
17:20, NW.

The multitudinous assaults
against our faith that come in
these modern times may test
it, but if it is founded on
knowledge and not credulity it
will endure. We must have
faith and our expectations con-
cerning it must be held with
assurance, confidence, without
waverings or doubts. Unshak-
able faith comes from knowl-
edge. (Rom. 10: 13, 14, 17,
NW) You have to hear the
the report of these things from
God’s Word before you can
build up real faith, a faith
that is alive and shows its
aliveness by works. That faith
is not just blind credulity, but
is based upon knowledge, is
shown by Jesus’ prayer on the
night of his betrayal. It is
through the words preached
that new disciples to come
would put faith in Jesus. Ful-
filled prophecies now learned
about confirm our faith and
buttress the basis for belief.
W 11/1 19b

Wednesday, December 16

We have sinned with our

fathers, we have committed

iniquity, we have done wicked-
ly.—Ps. 106: 6.

Yes, “we,” 1 as well as the
rest. It is something for a na-
tion to confess its national sins
against God. At the close of
World War I Christendom,
dripping with blood, seething
with internal strife, guilty of
persecuting Jehovah’s people,

roudly refused to confess

er sins. Hence, as Proverbs
28: 13 says: “He that covereth
his transgressions shall not
prosper; but whoso confesseth

and forsaketh them shall ob-
tain mercy.” (A48) The loyal-
hearted remnant of Jehovah’s
anointed witnesses did make
an organizational confession
of their sins and failings to-
ward God. They repented of
them in a godly way which
led to turning from them and
correcting themselves in their
teachings and practices. Their
organization confessed such
sins against the Most High
God and the individual mem-
bers owned up to having a
part in those sins. So God
reinstated them in his favor
and service and prospered
them. W 12/1 16

Thursday, December 17

Thou shalt love Jchovah thy
God, and kecp his charge, and
his statutes, and his ordi-
nances, and his commandments,
alway.—Deut. 11:1, AS.

The faithless Israelites on
one occasion were told by God
not to go out and fight the
enemy, but they thought they
knew better. No, they were
going to go up into the moun-
tains and fight those who were
opposed to them. And what
happened? They were defeated,
whipped, scattercd. Jehovah
had told them not to go up
into the mountains and fight
those people. But they were
presumptuous and they went
up into the hill country against
the commandment of God.
They rebelled against Jeho-
vah’s voice and hence were
smitten. We cannot be serv-
ants of the Most Iigh God and
carry on worship just for a
little while and then go our
own way and still expect to
get eternal life. What God says
is what counts. It is not for us
to run ahead of Jehovah
and decide things for ourselves.
It is better for us to take
counsel of God and listen to
his voice. W 12/15 12a



Friday, December 18

1 am also suffering these

things, but I am not ashamed.

For I know the onc whom I

have believed.—2 Tim. 1:12,
NW.

When others try to cause
harm remember just who you
are, a child of God, a faithful
follower of Christ and that
these things would not come
unless you had been doing your
best to serve Jehovah. Remem-
ber also that your God is the
almighty Creator of the uni-
verse, the Most High, and his
Son is King of the new world ;
that Jehovah has made many
promises to care for his faith-
ful ones, and when there is
need he should be called upon
to come to our rescue. He will
be as good as his word. You
will find it difficult in certain
circumstances to be immedi-
ately convinced about this, but
trust in Him and find it is
true. In trusting you must
have complete confidence, not
merely hoping that God may
do something to aid you but
being absolutely sure he will.
And how can we be so sure?
Simply because he has prom-
ised. His name means 80
much. It means everything and
is sufficient for all our needs.
W 10/1 1,3a

Saturday, December 19

Hveryone that pushes ahead
and does not remain in the
teaching of the Christ does not
have God. . .. If anyone comes
to you and does not bring this
teaching, never reccive him
into your homes or say fare-
well to him.—2 Jokhn 9,10,
NW.

So then in your private
homes you would never open
the door and allow such a one
to come in. You would never

extend your hand in fellowship
to such an individual, Remem-
ber, that individual at one time
left the Devil’s organization.
He was washed clean by the
blood of Christ, he dedicated
himself to God and God conse-
crated him for service. He was
a minister. Now he has gone
corrupt because he chooses to
do so. He is sinning against
the holy spirit. He is fighting
against God. We cannot have
anything to do with him. God
is the one that is_judging him,
and he is using his servants in
the earth to point that one
out for the protection of the
rest of the congregation, W
3/1 18a

Sunday, December 20

Qo . .. make disciples . . .,
teaching them to observe all
the things I have commanded
you.—Matt. 28:19,20, NW.

Jehovah’s witnesses diligent-
ly work to make everyone who
shows interest in the truth a
competent minister of God’s
kingdom. They will spend all
the time the people of good
will desire so as to help them
to learn what God's Word has
in store for them. After these
interested persons study the
Bible and the publications that
are used as study aids, it is
not long before they start talk-
ing to their neighbors. It is
not much longer until the
come to the Kingdom Halls.
little more time and they are
ready to go from door to door
P{reachmg the good news of the

ingdom. Next they dedicate
themselves to God in imita-
tion of Jesus. (Heb. 10:5-9)
They believe that God’s Word
contains instructions for them
to follow, sets forth his pur-
pose, and clearly indicates to
them their responsibility to
God now to be ministers of
the good news.—Eph., 3:8,
NwW. W 1/1 14a



Monday, December 21

Bven a child is known by what
he docs, as he bchaves well or
ill—Prov. 20:11, Mo.

Two sons might receive the
identical training and theo-
cratic education. Yet if the
heart condition of the one was
evil, no matter how excellent
and strict the training, the
latter end of such a one might
not be firmly established in the
ways of righteousness. Isau
and Jacob both received the
same careful and diligent train-
ing; yet Esau turned out bad,
while Jacob came to be a God-
fearing servant. Parents arg
not responsible for the evil
hearts found in some of their
offspring. Yet as long as the
parents have jurisdiction over
such ones an effort should be
made to keep stirring the
“soil” of their hearts with
Bible knowledge, as it might
be that the weak hearts of
these evilly inclined oncs might
be transformed. Of children
that had good hearts and were
wise in their theocratic growth
the Scriptural proverb is true,
“Train up a child in the way
he should go; and even when
he is old, he will not depart
from it.,”—Prov. 22: 6, AT. W
1/15 11

Tuesday, December 22

If any man teaches other doc-

trine and docs not assent to

healthful words, . . . he is

puffed up with pride, not un-

derstanding anything.—1 Tim.
6:8, 4 NW.

Those who speculate, wheth-
er thoughtlessly or rebelliously,
can do harm. They place them-
selves within the danger of
becoming puffed up with a feel-
ing of importance, or they may
stumble weak ones in the faith,
They can hinder oneness of
mind and prevent everyone's

seeing in harmony. They draw
attention to the creature
rather than to the Creator and
his visible organization. Their
unfounded speculations may
spread, raise questions and
doubts, and jeopardize unity of
action. Theocratic persons will
shun speculations and specula-
tors. They will drink deeply of
the truth waters, not muddying
them with inflated personal
opinions and speculations. By
all drinking the same water of
trnth all will see in harmony,
work shoulder to shoulder, and
march into the new world side
by side, all keeping in step
with the “faithful and dis-
creet slave”. W 2/1 15a

Wednesday, December 23

Who foretold the future long
ago?—Isa. 44:7, Mo.

More than five centuries in
advance Daniel foretold the
exact year of DMuossiah’s ap-
pearing. His prophecy also
foretold that Jesus would be
put to death three and one-half
ears later. Other Xcebrew
cripture prophecics predicted
that he would be born in Ieth-
lehem, of a virgin, be hated,
rejected, betrayed by a fol-
lower for thirty pieces of sil-
ver, convicted by false wit-
nesses, impaled with sinners,
lots being cast for garments,
be resurrccted, and many other
points. In fact, one DBible
scholar computed that “there
are three hundred and thirty-
two distinet prophceies in the
Old Testament which have
been literally fulfilled in
Christ”. A mathematician fig-
ured out that the chance of
on¢ man’s fulfilling all those
things was one in cighty-four
followed by ninety-seven zeros.
The possibility of its happen-
ing is so overwhelmingly re-
mote that we must acknowl-
edge Jehovah as the author of
these prophecies. W 11/1 15b



Thursday, December 24

Declare his glory among the
nations, his marvellous works
among all the peoples. . . .
Worship Jehovah in holy ar-
ray.—1 Chron. 16: 2}, 29, AS.

Just as Jehovah has an in-
visible organization of princi-

alities and powers, of cheru-

im, seraphim and angels, all
in their proper station, so upon
the earth Jehovah has built
up a great organization. God’s
servants in the earth speak
one language, the language that
Jehovah God teaches in his
Word. At the same time they
are able to speak these truths
from God’s Word in many
tongues throughout the earth,
being sent forth by their Lead-
er, Christ Jesus, to preach the
good news of God’s kingdom.
There must be unity among
God’s people; no matter where
we find them in the earth, they
must see in harmony, now that
Jehovah has brought forth his
organization Zion. Even as the
children of Israel were organ-
ized in their day for marching
from one place to another, and
had their respective positions
in the camp in the wilderness,
so it is today. W 12/15 18

Friday, December 25

Prepare ye in the wilderncss
the way of Jehovah; make
level in the desert a highway
for our God.—Isa. 40:3, AS.

Some prophecies have one
fulfillment, others two, and
some even three fulfillments.
All this attests to God’s wis-
dom that he could conceal so
many sacred secrets in the
limited number of revelations.
Prophecies having three fulfill-
ments are said to have, first, a
typical fulfillment; second, a
miniature (the reality on a
small scale) or partial fulfill-

ment; and third, a complete
(the reality on a full scale) or
final fulfillment. An exccllent
example is the above prophecy.
It had its first or typical ful-
fillment when the Jewish rem-
nant returned from DBabylon
in 537 B.C. to restore true
worship. It had its second or
miniature fulfillment when
John the Baptist prepared the
way for Christ Jesus. And the
identical prophecy had its
third or complete fulfillment in
the decliverance of the Chris-
tian remnant from antitypical
Babylon in 1919 and their
restoration to true worship.
W 4/15 14, 16a

Saturday, December 26

Pass through the city—through
Jerusalem—and set a mark
upon the foreheads of the men
who sigh and cry for all the
abominations that are done in
the midst ofAiilt;—Ezek. 9: 4,

Through his visible organi-
zation the One Shepherd marks
the other sheep in their fore-
heads as his property. He
grants them the privilege of
colaboring with the remnant
of his spiritual brothers. So
they have the opportunity and
obligation to carry forward the
clean, undefiled worship in the
earth. By thus proving them-
selves faithful witnesses of Je-
hovah they retain the identi-
fication mark on their fore-
head. By this mark they con-
fess openly their dedication to
God and his universal sover-
eignty. Having the divine as-
surance of being spared during
Armageddon, the mark really
becomes one of security for
them. Surviving Armageddon
with the mark, they will enter
the new world fully dedicated
to God and ready and willing
to do his revealed will on earth
from that glorious time for-
ward. W 5/15 10a



Sunday, December 27

God is a Spirit, and those wor-
shiping him must worship with
spirit and truth—John
4:24, NW,

Surely it is highly important
to understand as clearly as
possible the full significance of
worshiping God by means of
that which is upseen to the

outward eye, namely, with
“spirit and truth”! Important
for two reasons: First, because

“the things seen are tempo-
rary, but the things unseen are
everlasting”. (2 Cor. 4:18,
NW) Secondly, because things
unseen are not so easily under-
stood and appreciated as
things that are seen. And from
another angle, we might add a
third potent reason why it is
important to understand,
pamely, if we are lacking in
wisdom and understanding we
are going to be unsteady in our
ways, as James argues at
James 1:5-8. We are also go-
ing to be in grave danger of
being deceived on this vital
question of genuine, acceptable
worship of the true and living
God, for “when you did not
know God, then it was that
you were slaves to those who
by nature are not gods”.
—Gal. 4:8, NW. W 8/15 3

Monday, December 28

I have taught you statutes and
ordinances, . . . Keep there-
fore and do them; for this is
your wisdom and your under-
standing.—Deut. 4:5,6, AS.

Through the serpent, Satan
the Devil presented himself to
Eve and she preferred to be-
lieve Satan the serpent rather
than the Creator. There was
no love shown on Eve’s part
in partaking of the forbidden
fruit., Adam showed his selfish-
ness, also, by eating. There

was no love in their hearts, no
appreciation, no gratitude for
all the wonderful things God
had given them. They pre-
ferred to be disobedient, to
make their own laws, to decide
for themselves what was good
and what was evil, no longer
looking to the great Sovereign
of the universe who has all
power, wisdom and love for
ITis guidance. No, now they
would act smart, make their
own laws and live by them, be
like God. How foolish, for in
order to enjoy life a creature
must recognize the Supreme
One’s law, arrangement and
way of blessing, not what the
creature thinks ought to be
done! W 10/15 31,32

Tuesday, December 29

I have made your name known
to them and will make it
known.—John 17:26, NW.

Among the rights brought
into existence by God’s grant
of privileges is that inestima-
ble privilege of bearing Je-
hovah's name. In the hearing
of his faithful apostles Jesus
prayed to Jehovah God, say-
ing, “I have made your name
manifest to the men you gave
me out of the world.” (Jobn
17:6, NW) The true Chris-
tian ministers, knowing the
real significance of the divine
name, Jehovah, gladly respond
to God’s declaration where he
says: “Ye are my witnesses,
saith Jehovah, and I am God.”
(Isa. 43:12, AS) This priv-
ilege brings with it the right
to speak as one of God’s am-
bassadors and to represent him
beforc the rulers and peoples
of this old world society. Be-
cause this privilege comes di-
rectly from God himself, a
Christian witness of Jehovah
is restrained from preventing a
fellow Christian from exercis-
ing his right to speak due to
this privilege. W 7/1 23a



Wednesday, December 80

Henceforth let no one be
bothering me, for I am carry-
ing on my body the brand-
marks of a slave of Jesus.
—Gal. 6:17, NW.

Is there any honor and dig-
nity in being a slave? Well,
that all depends upon whose
slave you are and upon what
kind of one you are. To be a
theocratic slave is an honor
and privilege. It is a servitude
that leads to eternal life. Je-
hovah is our Owner and our
God. Gladly we all, both the
remnant and the other sheep,
confess ourselves to be his liv-
ing property whom he has
bought by the blood of his Son
Jesus Christ. Like the apostle
Paul, we bear the marks of it.
Hence we acknowledge God’s
right to dictate what must be
our religion, our form of wor-
ship, and we will worship only
him as_the true God, As
against Him we have no rights.
His commandments we are
obligated to keep and we will
lovingly render our sacred serv-
ice to him, choosing to obey
him as Ruler rather than men.
We are his theocratic slaves
now and forever, W 12/1
1,16a

Thursday, December 31

Worship Jehovah in holy ar-
ray. . .. he cometh to judge the
earth.—1 C;Z%n. 16: 29, 38,

Everyone has his position in
God’s organization and all
work together in joy and glad-
ness. The only thing they are
interested in is to worship Je-
hovah their God. Their wor-
ship is pleasing to the Most
High. They know Jehovah has
a great work to be done before
he strikes in the battle of
Armageddon. The warning
must be given to the people.
Jehovah does not destroy the
nations without giving them
due information as to what is
going to happen. Jehovah’s
witnesses know what is going
to happen, so they are giving
forth the message of doom and
at the same time a message of
comfort. Jehovah’s kingdom
must be announced. When he
says that the nations of the
earth will be crushed and will
be as the dust in the balance
of the scale, that is exactly
what he means. Jehovah has
declared in no uncertain terms
that all must worship him in
holy array, and those who do
not come forth to worship him
he will then shake and destroy.
W 12/15 20
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