















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Tuesday, January 31

For the disclosure was made
to me about you, my brothers,
by those of the house of Chloe,
that dissensions exist among
you—1 Cor. 1: 11, NW.

Sometimes a secret must be
told even though someone is
injured thereby. When you
know someone is secretly sin-
ning and jeopardizing his
standing with Jehovah and
marring the purity of the
congregation, you must speak,
In some cases it may be suffi-
cient to speak to the individual
involved; more often it will
be necessary to talk to the
servant committee. To make
such a report may result in
what seems injurious to the
guilty person, but actually the
ultimate result will be good if
he submits. When such a ge-
cret is revealed it should be
to those able or delegated to
correct the matter, and not to
gossips. Those of the house
of Chloe were not gossiping
about the brothers at Corinth.
Rather, they made the report
to Paul, to one who could rem-
edy matters by authoritatively
correcting them and putting
their feet back on the path of
life and in the footsteps of
Jesus, W 8/15 4

Wednesday, February 1

In cverything you are being
enriched for every kind of
generosity, which produces
through us an expression of
thanks to God; because the
minisiry of this public service
is not only to supply abun-
dantly the wants of the holy
oncs but also to be rich . . .
[in] thanks to God—2 Cor.
9:11, 12, NW.

Jehovah's witnesses display
an ever-expanding organization
of ministers trained in the
service and praise of their

God. This is their prosperity
and they rejoice in the part
each one has had in the gen-
erous support of the program
that makes it possible. They
do not amass great sums to
enrich themselves, nor do they
allow the need of money, or
the necessary expenditure of
it, to deflect them from the
real purpose of their organi-
zation. Nelther do they con-
tribute as ‘pay’ for the bless-
ings they receive at the King-
dom Halls. Truth, more pre-
cious than gold and silver, can-
not be bought. And truth
brings love of God and love is
manlfest‘ed in generous giving.

W 8/127

Thursday, February 2

Do you see a man skilful in
his work? he will stand before
kings.—Prov. 22:29, RS.

Our primary work now is
to preach the good news of the
Kingdom. Our preaching should
be of as high a quality as
possible for us, so that we can
have a standing before the
Kings Jehovah and Christ.
For necessary instruction and
training the Bible is provided,
in order that we “may be
fully competent, completely
equipped for every good work.”
So by private and group study,
by regular attendance at con-
gregational meetings, and by
partlclpatlng in the training
program “do your utmost to
present yourself approved to
God, a workman . ., handling
the word of the truth aright.”
Satan has woven a gigantic
tissue of lies and_spreads it
like a veil over the nations.
But Jehovah’s Word is like a
two-edged sword and Chris-
tians must be skilled in wield-
ing it to slash to shreds the
blinding veil and let the light
shine into the honest minds
and hearts of sheceplike ones,
W 8/1 5a



Friday, February 8

And you, fathers, do not be
irritating your children, but
go on bringing them up in the
discipline and authoritative
advice of Jehovah.—Eph.
6:4 NW,

Yes, parental discipline and
advice should be given in a
firm and loving way. Parents
are not to view their children
as a burden, as something to
be relieved of at every oppor-
tunity. They will not think
they should be seen and never
heard. They need to be allowed
to develop as talkers, instruct-
ed to speak the praises of Je-
hovah. He has a place for
them in his service and has
commanded parents to be con-
stantly alert to teach them
Bible truth. Parents will look
after their own children at
home, at the meetings and in
Kingdom service, though others
may assist at times. Adults
will deal with youngsters in
the same understanding way
that Jehovah does with his
earthly children, and youths
should show the same dutiful
obedience to dedicated adults
that approved men accord the
heavenly Father. W /1 18,19

Saturday, February 4

How can you speak good
things, when you are wicked?
for out of the abundance of
the heart the mouth speaks.
—Mait. 12:34, NW.

Sometimes gossip is deliber-
ate and malicious, designed
to run ome person down while
elevating the gossiper. The
slanderer may be undermining
another to get his job or steal
his friends or get his position
of service. He may be trying
to build up feeling or opposi-
tion against a person because
he dislikes that one. Frequent-

ly there is a spirit of envy or
jealousy in back of talebear-
ing. The gossiper may envy
his - victim’s prominence or
reputation or good works. So
he tries to raise himself by
lowering others. Any who thus
seek to exalt themselves will
certainly be humbled and
brought low, and likewise
those who forward the schemes
of such ones by spreading their
envious slanders. Also for sake
of advantage and to ingratiate
oneself with a certain person
the schemer might gossip about
one he knows this person dis-
likes. Truly gossip reveals the
heart’s condition. W 8/15 4a

Sunday, February 5

Brothers, do not become young
children in powers of under-
standing, but be babes as to
evil; yet become full-grown in
powers of understanding.
—1 Cor. 14:20, NW.

When one beging missing
meetings one is withdrawing
from Jehovah’s organization,
and that is when one begins
to become weak. He ceases to
express himself or make a pub-
lic declaration of his hope. In
these last days this is no time
to take chances. All must be
strong in powers of under-
standing, and the only way we
can remain strong is to study
Jehovah’s Word and meet with
his people. The godly advice
is that, as far as the wicked
things of this old system of
things are concerned, be like
children, innocent toward such
things and knowing only very
partly or incompletely about
the evil things, so as to avoid
such. Do not associate in such
company. But, on the other
hand, when it comes to powers
of understanding, do not be
children; be full grown, ma-
ture. W 1/1 Ta



Monday, February 6

Love covers a multitude of
sins,.—1 Pet, }:8, NW.

Show love and mercy. Do
not take yourself too seriously,
have a sense of humor, and
you not only can keep mole-
hills from becoming mountains
but can reduce mountains to
molehills, Many rules could
be given, but to give enough
rules to cover all cases would
be to compile a voluminous
talmud. Rather than needing
talmudlike rules to follow, we
need to inculcate principles to
guide and, in the matter of
family unity, primarily the
principle of love: Loving
others as you love yourself;
being as kind and considerate
of others as you are of your-
self; overlooking their weak-
nesses as readily as you do
your own. Qur many faults
and sins can make it hard for
others, just as theirs make it
hard for us. But love does not
keep count of the injuries, the
sins and the shortcomings but
covers them over, though they
be many. Do you have such
a love for others to cover their
sins as you do for yourself to
hide your own? W 4}/1 21

Tuesday, February 7

You must not go around
among your pcople for the
sake of slandering.—Lev.
19: 16, NW,

Gossip is talk that works
injury. It may be done mali-
ciously and with intent to
injure, but often it is done
innocently with no desire to
hurt anyone. A harmless state-
ment upon repetition becomes
harmful because it is colored
or twisted or exaggerated.
Without malice a person may
do this to make the tale more
enticing, more acceptable to
hearers, capable of causing a

more gratifying reaction of
surprise or dismay or shock,
and in his zeal the gossiper
never thinks of the harm he
inflicts on the one involved in
it. His mouth becomes a snare
in which he puts his own
foot and he is caught violat-
ing Jehovah’s command. Even
though an untrue report is
repeated by many, we do not
have to follow them and join
in slandering our brother. If
we are not sure the report is
true we should not repeat it.
And sometimes even 1f it is
true we should not repeat it.
W 8/15 3

Wednesday, February 8

Should [youl suffer for the
sake of righteousness, you are
happy.—1 Pet. 3: 14, NW.

We need not pity our lot
as. sharers in Christ's suffer-
ings. Complainers are always
unhappy. It is Jehovah’s prom-
ise that those who worship
him will be happy, and he has
not lied. What if we must
endure hardships, overcome
difficult problems, bear up un-
der persecution? Does suffering
hardship mean loss of happi-
ness? Experience has demon-
strated beyond argument the
answer is an emphatic No!
Have you attended one of our
assemblies recently? Doing so
involves considerable incon-
venience and often great ex-
pense. It may require a long,
hazardous trip. Frequently the
conventioners camp in an open
field with very few conven-
iences. Then while attending
the daily sessions there may
be a trip of many miles in
crowded buses or subways to
sit for hours in a packed sta-
dium. But who will say that
attending a convention of Je-
hovah’s people is not one of
the most unforgettable and
joyful experiences of one’s
life? W 3/15 10



Thursday, February 9

Jehovah God proceeded to take

the man and settle him in the

garden of Eden to cultivate it

and to take care of it.—Gen.
2:15, NW,

Jehovah gave man this work
to do for man’s good, because
man was cquipped to work
and would find happiness in
doing this work that was with-
in his capacities. It was for
man’s enjoyment and satisfac-
tion that God assigned him
suitable work. The work would
fill his life, rout any possibility
of boredom and give him the
satisfying feeling of being use-
ful. In this way the divine
attributes of wisdom, justice,
love and power would find a
proper outlet for full expres-
sion. Recent scientific studies
have shown that the majority
of eclderly persons in good
health do not want to retire
and that *‘to maintain mental
health a man must feel that
he is doing work which serves
a useful purpose ’ So Jehovah
acted for man’s good when he
gave man an assignment of
work and it is for our good
also that we share in the work
he has given to the New World
society Lo accomplish, W 8/1 4

Friday, February 10

Go . .. baptizing them in the
name of . . . the holy spirit.
—Matt. 28:19, NW.

The holy spirit is the active
force of God, through which
he accomplxshes his purposes.
God’s Word itself was pro-
vided under inspiration of his
spirit and hLas been preserved
as such. This we must recog-
nize. Being baptized in the
name of the holy splrlt there-
fore, is in recognition of the
function and purpose of God's
holy, righteous active force.
This acts upon his people, and

walking in accordance with it
means walking in accordance
with righteousness, because it
is truly a holy spirit. Only
if we sow with a view to the
spirit can we expect to reap
everlasting life from the spirit.
‘We must engage in Christian
warfare faithfully, loyally,
without throwing down the
weapons, without seekmg far-
lough or release, joyful in the
opportunity to uphold Jeho-
vah’s side of every controversy.
Of the spirit we have a great
sword that we must wield,
‘iahat is, God’s word.” W 7/1
a

Saturday, February 11

We pronounce happy those
who have endured. You have
heard of the endurance of Job
and have scen the outcome
Jehovah gave—Jas.
5:11, NW.

No Christian will let dis-
aster, hard times, accident,
sickness or death break his
faith with God. In the Bible
record we can see that similar
things happened to Job, He
lost home, property, children;
and finally his wife turned
against him, urging him to
curse God and die. These
things were not acts brought
by God, but rather were ae-
tions of Satan to destroy the
faith of Job, if possible. Job
was content to wait upon Je-
hovah for deliverance, and his
faith was rewarded. He was
not tested beyond his endur-
ance, though he cried for de-
liverance. Just as Job was
faithful, so Christ, whom he
pictured, was faithful even to
death. Is our faith of like
quality? It will be if it is
based on accurate knowledge.
If we are willing to follow
Jehoval’s counsel, then we
shall receive his protectlon
and guidance. W 6/1



Sunday, February 12

The person with much did not

have too much, and the person

with little did not have too
little—2 Cor. 8:15, NW.

No one who is able to devote
only an hour a month to house-
to-house preaching thinks of
comparing it with the thou-
sands spent in preaching that
month. Rather, all arc glad
he has had a share in the
Kingdom witness and they
recognize that some good has
been done. Why, then, should
the one who is able to con-
tribute only a small amount
compare his offering with the
total expenses of the congre-
gation or with the vast amount
spent each month by the
branch? Those who are able
to spend only a few hours in
the service do not stay at home
because ‘the pioneers are able
to give much more time.” Nei-
ther should material support
of the organization, and the
blessings that go with such
giving, be limited to those with
more funds. All thanks to Je-
hovah for the maturity of his
organization and for his spirit
of giving upon his people!
W 8/1 29

Monday, February 13

How happy are the people who
know the festal trumpet-call!
O LORD, they walk in the
light of thy face. In thy namc
they rejoice all day long.—Ps.
89:15, 16, AT.

There are many who think
that real salvation must be
by an escape from all exist-
ence; that to get rid of pain
and suffering one must get rid
of existence. Many sufferers
long for death to end it all,
and those who believe in the
transmigration of the soul long
for the ecycle of transmigra-

tions of the soul to come
to an end in a nirvana of
nonexistence and unconscious
nothingness. Sinful man’s ex-
istence may now be unhappy
and painful, but not all exist-
ence is unhappy and painful.
The only living and true God,
Jehovah, is “the happy God.”
Those who are now reconciled
to him are the only truly
happy people on carth today,
and they are an illustration
of God’s purpose to have all
his creatures upon whom he
confers everlasting life in the
new world perfectly happy,
with never a twinge of pain
or sorrow. W 1/15 14

Tuesday, February 14

Be wise, my son, and gladden

my heart, that I may answer

the man who would taunt me.
—DProv. 27: 11, AT,

Jehovah loves and is made
happy by those who are pre-
pared to suffer in behalf of
his name and righteousness.
On the other hand, the great
Taunter, Satan, is continually
watching and waiting for the
deflection of creatures from
the course of uprightness so
that he may add to the ridicule
and reproach that he heaps
upon the name of the Creator.
Himself represented by the
basest of creatures, a serpent
slithering on the ground, he
would have all God's creatures
seduced from the upright con-
dition of Jehovah’s worship and
service. 'That is his scheme,
and so he brings every under-
handed weapon to bear against
servants of the Most High,
well knowing that he has only
to succeed in introducing some
slight doubt in the mind of an
unwary creature, which doubt
will serve as the thin edge of
the wedge that can ultimately
break asunder the wholeness
of the creature’s devotion, W
4/15 9, 10



Wednesday, February 15

The heavens are telling the

glory of God, and the sky

shows forth the work of his
hands.—Ps. 19:1, AT.

About us we see things that
praise and honor the Creator,
in their own way, but which
things do not have the abilities
of worshiping Jehovah that we
have. The inhabitants of the
heavens of God’s dwelling
place and the new heavens of
his new world worship him,
but do the literal stars and
sun and rocks worship God?
No, of course not. A beautiful
gem reflects the glory of the one
whose handiwork it is but it
cannot carry on pure religion,
because it is inanimate. The
untoiling lilies of the field in
beauty honor their Maker, but
do they join in worship of
him? No. The interesting and
lovely animal creatures live
their life spans and serve their
purpose, evidence of the ad-
mirable attributes of Jehovah.
But they cannot worship God.
Why not? Animals, plants and
inorganic material cannot wor-
ship Jehovah because such are
not intelligent. W 6/15 5

Thursday, February 16

Preach the word, be at it ur-

gently in favorable season, in

troublesome scason.—2 Tim.
4:2, NW.

Time must be used wisely,
for it is short. To save others
and ourselves we must get rich
quickly, not in material ways,
but in right works. Those do-
ing nothing idly consume time
and in time they are consumed.
We stop; time marches on.
It does not take long to pass
us—seventy years, more or
less, a mere drop in time’s
stream. But now, in these last

days, we do not have even this
droplet of time, for Armaged-
don comes on apace. If we are
to march on with time instead
of being outmarched by it, we
must get in step with the Bible
and walk with God. We must
appreciate the spiritual values
and store up lasting treasure,
not being shortsighted mate-
rialists grabbing at the wind
and ending with nothing, not
even breath. To say that we
do not have time to study
God’s Word or to do his work
is like saying that we do not
have time to breathe. W 8/1 8a

Friday, February 17

O Jehovah, how manifold are
thy works! in wisdom hast
thou made them all: the earth
is full of thy riches.—Ps.
104: 24, AS.

Jehovah, the great Creator
of the universe, knows the
proper place for all things ani-
mate and inanimate. He cre-
ated not only all things, but
also places for all things, It
does persons, of high intellect
and of low intellect, good to
meditate daily on their rela-
tionship to Jehovah and the
multitude of other objects and
living creatures that he has
placed around them. Doing so
will aid them to appreciate
the majesty and honor and
greatness of Jehovah’s grand
arrangement of things in this
wonderful universe. It will
help them to appreciate the
perfect interweaving of pur-
poses and placements in Jeho-
vah’s placing of man, animals,
plants, sun, moon, stars, moun-
tains, valleys, rivers, ete., in
their respective places and his
giving each a particular work
to do. One could come to no
other conclusion than that ex-
pressed above by the writer
of Psalm 104. W 5/11, 8



Saturday, February 18

The tongue is constituted a
world of unrighteousness
among our members, for it
spots up all the body and sets
the wheel of natural life aflame
and it is set aflame by QGe-
henna.—Jas. 3:6, NW.

Jesus said: “By your words
you will be vindicated, and
by your words you will be
condemned.” How will words
of gossip be viewed during
judgment periods? Can you
vindicate your gossip? True,
no man is perfect and so no
man can perfectly control the
tongue, but that does not give
license to gossip. We can keep
its damage to a minimum. We
can keep it from being full of
venom to poison the mind of
one against another. We can
keep it from becoming a sword
that cuts or an arrow that
pierces, not letting it fly mur-
derously to destroy by gossip
the good name of others. If it
is busy with waters of truth
it cannot be aflame with gos-
sip. James showed it must be
brought under control, saying,
“It is not proper, my brothers
for these things to go on oc-
(lzurrmg this way.,” W 8/15 15;

a

Sunday, February 19

Take fast hold of instruction ;
let her not go: keep her; for
she is thy life—Prov.
413, AS.

Our concern should be with
making ourselves a group of
good preachers. That is why
Paul urged: ‘“Pay constant
attention to yourself and to
your teaching.” Wisely, then,
each one of us determines to
study God’s Word, thus paying
attention to ourselves and as-
suring ourselves of everlasting
life. At the same time, by
studying the Bible diligently

we are able to pay constant
attention to our teaching; we
can be sure that what we tell
others is the truth. As Chris-
tians we must follow the above
instructions of Jehovah. How
much more clearly can it be
stated? There it says instruec-
tion is our life! Better, then,
that we pay attention to in-
struction, learning how to live.
That means sharing in the
work of ‘“‘announcing Jeho-
vah’s kingdom.” Will you
share? You can, and you will
want to make it your business
to heed instruction from God’s
Word and hold fast to that
instruction. W 1/1 6, 7

Monday, February 20

Jehoveh . . . will teach us of
his ways, and we will walk in
his paths.—Isa. 2: 3, AS.

Who is to do all this teach-
ing and training? Only those
appointed by the Society as
servants in specific positions
together with its traveling
representatives? If so, then, in
view of the large numbers of
the Lord’s other sheep now
responding to his voice in
every land, it would inevitably
mean that the majority of
these would have to wait a
very long time before they
could reccive the necessary
personal help and training to
enable them to become reliable
and regular ministers. Besides,
is it not true that even among
those who have been associated
with the organization for quite
some time there are many who
yet need much assistance? It
follows, therefore, that every-
one who is established in the
truth, whether male or female,
can have some part in this
vital work of training others
who are not so far advanced
as himself. W 2/1 12a



Tuesday, February 21

Do not be puzzled . . . If you

are being reproached for the

name of Christ, you are happy,

because the spirit . . . of God

is resting upon yow.—I1 Pet.
}:12, 14, NW,

Here is laid down the fun-
damental reason and necessity
for Christians to keep integ-
rity with the right mental out-
look. Consequently a struggle
to keep integrity must be ex-
pected. Jesus gave a like warn-
ing: “Men will expel you from
the congregation.” (John 16:
14, Let none there-
fore become so self-centered,
unreasonable or forgetful about
the reasons for keeping integ-
rity to Jehovah as to complain
or even go to the extreme of
rebelling against burdens and
hardships. Rather, pause to
reason about the matter : when
you dedicated yourself to a life
of service to Jehovah did you
expect a life of Iuxury, ease
and idleness? One who wishes
a_ vacation does not seek em-
ployment. Nor does one who
enlists in an army expect a
furlough. And Christians have
volunteered for spiritual war-
fare. W 3/15 8, 9

Wednesday, February 22

Let cach one of you individual-
ly so love his wife as he does
himself.—Eph. 5:383, NW.

It is extremely difficult for a
man truly to love and cherish
and protect a woman who is
not submissive, for by her in-
dependence she proclaims that
she does not need him. She
steals from him, robbing him
of the position that is right-
fully his. How can he love
such a woman as his own
flesh, when she is not one with
him but is divided against
him? Why should he provide
bountifully for an unapprecia-
tive competitor? He may let

her have her way to keep down
quarreling, but in gaining the
household she will lose his
love. And both would lose Je-
hovah’s approval, the woman
for usurping the man’s posi-
tion and the man for letting
her do it. If a husband lets
his wife take over, she will
lose her deep respect for him
and he will lose his self-
respect, and this loss will
cause his love for her to give
way to resentment. Only in
homes where the husband is
the proper head do content-
ment and deep joy exist. W
4/115

Thursday, February 23

The generous man will be en-
riched ; and he who waters will
himself be watered.—Prov.
11:25, AT.

Material goods are needed,
and can be used in God's serv-
ice also; but when pursued
beyond our needs they cost too
much., The cost of materialism
ig spirituality, and to pay over
spirituality is eventually to
pay over your life. Do Jeho-
vah’s work, not your belly's
bidding! All who know Jeho-
vah and serve him—whether
rich or poor, young or old,
healthy or sickly, famous or
obscure, popular or unpopular,
talented or mediocre—all of
them are happy and contented
and hopeful. To take in knowl-
edge of Jehovah and Christ
and then give out the truth
water to others means life ever-
lasting. Such happy persons
now study Jehovah’s Word,
tell it to others, obey his com-
mands, live clean lives, sys-
tematically preach, become rich
in right works, and thereby get
a firm grip on the real life that
will be filled to overflowing
with satisfying works to the
everlasting praise of the great
Creator God, Jehovah. W 8/1
13, 14a



Friday, February 24

I shall show you my faith by
my works.—Jas. 2:18, NW.

You can show faith by com-
ing regularly to meetings; and
you protect your spiritual
health by so doing, strength-
ening the weaknesses in your
knowledge. Faithfulness is
shown by diligently perform-
ing small assignments and by
carrying out in a joyful way
the responsibilities given
through Jehovah's organiza-
tion. This is being faithful in
what is little, and, as a result,
more privileges will be added.
We also show faith by not be-
coming discouraged when some
oppose the truth we bring to
them, We patiently and tact-
fully continue bringing the
message to those who desire
to hear. We show faith by tell-
ing our friends and business
acquaintances our hope. Secrip-
tural examples show preachiug
was done by men of all kinds
and even to those who mocked
and opposed, by such as Noah,
Joseph, Daniel and Christ. To-
day Jehovah’s witnesses are
known for their sincerity and
zealousness in talking about
the Kingdom as they make
their faith known from the
housetops. W 6/1 23

Saturday, February 25

As for the cowards . .. and

all the liars, their portion will

be in the lake that burns with
fire and sulphur.—Rev.

To see gossip for what it
is helps us to stop it from
going out of our mouth. It
is cowardly talk and much
of it is lying talk. Who likes
a coward and a liar? Not Je-
hovah. To say behind the back
what one fears to say to the
face is cowardly. We should
not shoot others in the back
with words. Do you object to

the accused one’s hearing the
accusation? Are you not will-
ing to give him a chance to
defend himself, to tell his side,
to clarify matters? How can
he if you do not face him?
Are you being fair and honest
with your brother? When you
start to say something about
someone, ask yourself, Am I
willing to say this to his face?
If it is gossip you will prob-
ably answer No, and if you
are a gossiper you will prob-
ably say it anyway. But re-
member, gossip pleases Satan,
gt glspleases Jehovah. W 8/15
, 9a

Sunday, February 26

Jehovah will decree for you the
blessing on your stores of sup-
ply and every undertaking of
yours, . . . And all the peoples
of the earth will have to see
that Jehovah's name has been
called upon you.——Deut,
28:8,10, NW.

Jehovah's witnesses have al-
ways been and are now a
forward-looking people, Just
as great prosperity had been
foretold for faithful fleshly
Israel, so spiritual Israel can
expect real blessings. Now that
Jehovah has brought forth his
people and conferred nation-
hood upon them they can rely
with confidence on Jehovah’s
promise of prosperity in their
organizational land. Wise pro-
vision for the future and con-
tinual forward vision will
make them like the ant ‘which
though having no ruler (on
earth), provides her bread in
the summer and gathers her
food in the harvest.” Anticipat-
ing the needs of the harvest
the Society plans the work
accordingly, looking to Jeho-
vah to inecite the hearts of his
people to provide what is
needed. W 3/1 12



Monday, February 27

There is a spirit in man, and
the breath of the Almighty
giveth them understanding.
—Job 32: 8, AS.

The creation of Jehovah
with which we are acquainted
and which is lower than man
never fails in its purpose,
testifying to his power. But
integrity, love, uprightness,
these and other related quali-
ties, do not apply below man.
They apply to man and on up
in the scale of God’s creation.
They are qualities of worship.
Worship, pure religion, is ex-
clusively possible for that part
of God’s creation that is in-
telligent. The worship of Je-
hovah is proof of real intelli-
gence. A refusal by a creature
to worship God is a failure on
the creature’s part. Back to
the earth such useless human
creature will go. That is good,
because it is better that there
be a beast or flower or rock
than & human deficient in in-
telligence. The understanding
that God gave man means in-
telligence, discernment, percep-
tion, prudence, wisdom, to take
the proper course of action.
W 6/15 6, 7

Tuesday, February 28

Does the Christ exist divided?
. were you baptized in the
name of Paul?—1 Cor,

1:18, NW.

A Christian cannot be bap-
tized in the name of any man,
nor in the name of any organi-
zation, but in the name of
the Father, the Son aud the
holy spirit. This shows, among
other things, that Christianity
is not a denominational affair,
that sects have nothing to do
with it. And with the blessed
divine requirements in mind,
we can see that the decision
of dedication must be one of

free will, and that it is not to
be urged upon anyone., We
“beg” persons to “become rec-
onciled to God,” but each one
must finally decide for himself
what, if anything, he is going
to do in response to the truth.
This rules out infant baptism
because infants cannot make
this vital decision. Faith is
the basis of the turning to Je-
hovah. Faith is, in turn, based
upon knowledge of God and
acceptance of his Word of
truth. Dediecation follows a
period of training, which train-
?lr’17g must continue, W 7/1 15-
a

Wednesday, February 29

Jehovah, who shall sojourn in
thy tabernacle? Who shall
dwell in thy holy hill? He that
slandereth not with his tongue,
nor doeth evil to his friend,
nor teketh up a reproach
against his neighbor.—Ps.
15:1, 3, AS.

Is your talk disparaging of
the person? Does it hurt his
feelings, sow discord or cause
him to lose privileges of serv-
jice? Is it true? 1f true, has
it been exaggerated or colored
until the impression it leaves
is untrue? Can you say it
with a conscience that is clear,
so clear that you would say
it to the person’s face in exact-
ly the same tone and words?
And is the fruit of your talk
good or evil? By its fruit it
can be recognized. Of course,
not all have the same weak-
nesses. But to counter our
weaknesses we must first know
them. Do you have a weakness
for gossip? If you do, admit
it, and fight it! How else can
you overcome it? And over-
come it you must if you would
enter Jehovah’s new world. W
8/15 6, 7, 14



Thursday, March 1

Quit being fashioned after this
system of things, but be trans-
formed by making your mind
over, that you may prove to
yourselves the good and accept-
able and complete will of God.
—Rom. 12:2, NW.

Every one of us has been
born in the wicked, dclinquent,
fearful old world and we have
been trained to think selfishly,
as human leaders want their
followers to think. From child-
hood we bave been taught te
hate other nations, people and
races and to fear and suspect
them. How necessary it is,
then, for us to make our minds
over, to quit thinking like the
old world, and, instead, take
instruction from God's Word,
which tecaches us to love as he
loves! Love ecasts out fear.
‘When one lives by the accurate
knowledge he receives from
God's Word, how different his
life becomes! But with these
new ideas, these newly found
truths from God’s Word, we
must go forward to teach each
other so that all who even-
tually choose to become part
of the New World society will
think as Jehovah thinks and
grow to maturity. W 1/1 2a

Friday, March 2

His  invisible qualitics are
clearly seen from the world's
creation onward, because they
are understood by the things
made.—~Rom. 1:20, NW.

Jehovah knows who the de-
mons are, their methods of
operation and the destruction
they cause to their victims.
He therefore warns against
them. To believe in their exist-
ence is not superstition; it is
not only Christian but also
svientific. There is a spirit
realm, for there is where the

invisible Creator, God, who is
spirit, dwells. Unknown time
before he created our visible
universe God made his first
creation, his spirit Son. Then
by him God made other in-
telligent spiritual creations,
namely, all the glorious, per-
fect, holy angels, and it was
these who “shouted for joy”
at the creation of our earth.
Thus the spirit realm existed
before ever our material uni-
verse came into being. The
marvelously designed, visible
material creation testifies to
the existence, power and in-
telligence of the great Spirit
Jreator. W 9/15 32

Saturday, March 8

And when they say to you,
“Consult the mcdiums and the
wizards who chirp and mut-
ter,” should not @ people con-
sult their God?—Isa.
8:19, RS.

All peoples stand in the
greatest peril of assault by
demons to their own destruc-
tion, We dare not trust in
Christendom. She has proved
to be no protection against
gpiritism, but in her realm
gpiritisin spreads the same as
in heathendom. Where, then,
is our protection against the
schemes of the demons to cause
(iod to execute all mankind at
Armageddon for lack of integ-
rity toward Him and his king-
dom? Qur protection is in the
antispiritualist Book, the Holy
Bible. In it alone we find
God’s teaching and testimony,
and of it Jesus said to God:
“Your word is truth.,” Con-
sulting the living God by con-
sulting his teaching and testi-
mony in his written Word—
this is our source of light
and our unfailing protection
against the death-dealing oper-
ations of the malicious demons.
W 10/1 31, 38



Sunday, March 4

Truly I say to you, To the

extent that you did it to one

of the least of these my broth-

ers, you did it to me—Matt.
25: 40, NW.

Today Jesus is separating
people as a shepherd separates
the sheep from the goats. He
reproves the goat class be-
cause of their failure to show
love for his spiritual brothers
and sentences them to destruc-
tion. He commends the sheep
class because of their love for
his spiritual brothers and ush-
ers these righteous ones into
everlasting life in the new
world. They have hope of being
preserved alive through the
terrible end of this old world
into the gloriously opening
new world, Why? Because
even now, by learning to love
God and his Christ and by
learning to love their neighbor
as themselves, they pass over
from a death state to a life
state, getting onto the way to
eternal life. Let the world hate
us for this. Says John: “We
know we have passed over
from death to life, because
we love the brothers.”—1 John
3:14, NW. W 1/15 35

Monday, March 5

All the men who have been
seeing my glory and my signs
that I have performed in
Egypt and in the wilderness
and yet kept testing me these
ten times, . . . will never sec
the land about which I swore
to their fathers.—Num.
14:22, 23, NW.

We can easily grasp how
foolish it was for the Israelites
to lose sight of what Jehovah
had done for them, but do we
apply the lesson to our circum-
stances today, as we should,
to understand what it is about

complaining that is 8o serious?
For the sake of happiness,
then, we should not demand
more and better from Jehovah,
as did the Israelites. Because
of their murmuring and com-
plaining they were not going
to get the inheritance to which
Jehovah had been leading them
but were going to die in the
wilderness. Neither are those
that complain now against
God’s way of handling things
going to inherit the blessings
of the new world, although
it is so near, and they will
lose their present happiness as
well. God will not have a new
world filled with murmurers.
W 8/15 16, 17

Tuesday, March 6

Children, be obedient to your
parents in union with the
Lord, for this is righteous.
—Eph. 6:1, NW,

Jehovah does not overlook
children in the family circle.
They come under parental con-
trol, yet they are not to be
abused or irritated. If children
of dedicated parents want to
live forever in the new world,
they must give heed to the
“discipline and authoritative
advice of Jehovah” that their
parents offer. Years ago youth
respected age, but in these last
days of critical times youth
in general seems to have re-
placed respect with contempt.
But theocratic youths will re-
member that there is a wisdom
and a maturity of judgment
that come only with age, with
years of study and experience.
They will not be like the de-
linquents of Elisha’s day who
taunted and mocked that
prophet of God and who came
to grief as a consequence. In-
stead they remember: “With
aged men is wisdom, and in
length of days understanding.”
EJob 12:12, AS. W 4/1 18,



Wednesday, March 7

He counteth the number of the

stars; he calleth them all by

their names. Great is our Lord,

and mighty in power; his un-

derstanding 18 infinite.—Ps,
? ?

By his wrongdoing and ig-
noring of Jehovah man implies
that God does not see him in
his evil-doings. Egotistically,
men turn their back on the
Creator and proceed to do
things their own way. But is
it true that Jehovah sees
them? Has the population of
mankind gotten so great that
things have gotten out of hand
for him? No! Never! Jehovah
is not such a weak God. His
wisdom and understanding are
infinite, Man 1is considered
quite wise when he builds
larger telescopes and can count
a few more thousands of un-
told billions of stars in the
heavens. Yet there are whole
galaxies that man can barely
see even with his telescopes.
Jehovah not only sees and
counts the number of all the
stars but also calls them by
their names. Yes, God does
not lose track of things. He
knows what we are doing,
however important or unim-
portant we may feel in this
world. W 5/19

Thursday, March 8

If anyone builds on the foun-
dation gold, silver, precious
stones, wood matermls, hay,
stubble, each one’s work will
become manifest, for the day
will show it up, because it
will be revealed by means of
fire—1 Cor. 3:12, 13, NW,

At times those in Jehovah’s
service may err and build the
wrong works on the founda-
tion, Christ. The gold, silver
and precious stones endure the
flames, but the wood, hay and
siubble do not. The former

symbolize approved works that
are not destroyed by Jehovah’'s
fiery judgments, whereas the
latter combustible materials
are erroneous doctrines and
works that cannot stand be-
fore Jehovah’s fiery tests. If
the person performing the lat-
ter ones will suffer the loss
of them, guit doing them, and
turn to good works he will
be saved. If he will let Jeho-
vah's judgment eliminate the
false practices and will take up
the works approved by God he
will be saved by this cleansing,
purifying fiery judgment; but
if he clings to the false works
he will perish with them.
8/1 4a

Friday, March 9

Many nations shall go and
say, Come ye, and let us go
up to the mountain of Jeho-
vah, and to the house of the
God of Jacob; and he will
teach us of his ways, and we
will walk in his paths.—Mic.
4:2, AS.

Should the “other sheep” of
the Lord Jesus be baptized?
The answer to this question
is, Yes. Al who make a dedi-
cation to do God’s will should
be immersed in evidence there-
of, and this includes those
who find themselves thereafter
members of the Lord's “other
sheep,” the “great crowd,” the
class with earthly hopes of
everlasting life. They wish to
carry out all that is righteous.
Immersion for them is proper
to that end, even as stated by
Jesus regarding his baptism
at Matthew 3:15. That these
worshipers of Jehovah now
bemg gathered make a dedica-
tion individually is proved by,
among other scriptures, the
ancient prophecy of Micah.
Micah 4:2 shows devotion to
God, dedication to “walk in
his paths.” W 7/1 1a



Saturday, March 10

Sincere are the wounds of a
friend~—Prov. 27:6, AT.

Jehovah’s law provided for
witnesses to testify against
wrongdoers. We are not for-
bidden to bear witness; we
are only forbidden to bear
false witness. Many in the
world condemn the disclosure
of facts that expose another.
Especially is this the code of
the underworld, which says it
is odious to tell the truth if
it exposes a wrongdoer. In the
Christian congregation it is a
mistaken sense of loyalty to a
brother to shield his sins when
those sins jeopardize both his
life and the congregation's
purity. The true friend of the
brother and of God’s congre-
gation will rebuke him, or if
necessary will report to the
committee so that rebuke of
greater force can be given to
shock the sinner back to his
senses. A true friend will in-
flict this temporary wound for
the sinner’s eternal healing.
So the friend that conceals a
continued sinful practice is
not a real friend, but is actual-
ly an enemy. He may be com-
mended by the undelworld’
code, but he is condemned by
the Scriptural principles of
the new world. 8/15 5

Sunday, March 11

By giving these advices to the
brothers you will be a right
Lind of minister of Christ
Jesus, one nourished with the
words of the faith and of the
right teaching.—1 Tim.
46, NW.

The term minister (Greek:
didkonos) as used in the Greek
Scriptures means, literally, a
servant, and here refers to one
who is a public servant of
Jehovah, and is ordained by

him, after dedicating himself
by a solemn agreement to do
the will of God. Such a minis-
ter, in order to prove worthy
of the name and retain divine
favor, will faithfully carry out
whatever commands are laid
upon him by the ‘“superior
authorities.” He will also, of
necessity, prove to be a close
footstep follower of Christ,
God’s foremost minister, and,
like him, will recognize the
prior obligation to be a preach-
er of the good news of Jeho-
vah’s established kingdom by
Christ. Thus, like Jesus, he
will prove to be one of Jeho-
vah’s witnesses, witnessing to
the truth, W 2/1 1a

Monday, March 12

For I, Jehovah thy God, will
hold thy right hand, saying
unto thee, Fear not; I will
help thee—Isa. 4}1:13, AS.

According to his own testi-

mony Jchovah is the main
support of his organization.
This is gratefully acknowl-
edged by all who put their
trust in him. (Isa. 12:2)
Furthermore, Jchovah assures
us that “he will never suffer
the righteous to be moved.”
This is accomplished by the
spiritual provision that he pro-
vides for his entire organiza-
tion. Not as with manna from
heaven that sustained fleshly
Isracl with little effort on
their part, Jehovah supports
and develops his organization
today through his active force
upon the anointed society, “his
faithful and discreet slave,”
and upon its governing body.
Previous to his appointing
that slave, when Christ as-
cended on high he gave many
servants, “with a view to the
training of the holy ones for
ministerial work.””—Eph, 4:8,
11, 12, NW. W 3/1



Tuesday, March 13

He who goes about as a tale-

bearer reveals sccrets, but he

who is trustworthy in spirit

keeps a thing hidden.—Prov.
11:18, RS.

One who discloses secret
matters of no concern to others
is gossiping. He betrays a
trust and works injury. While
it is not gossiping to report
to the proper servants a con-
tinuing sinful practice, it
would be gossip to spread it
to others who are in no posi-
tion to take corrective meas-
ures, and it would be wrong
to reveal a past sin of one who
had truly repented and was
now making straight paths for
his feet. Nor is it gossip to
talk about our brothers, what
they are doing, where they
are going or what is happen-
ing to them. We are interested
in our brothers, and there is
no harm in discussing their
activities if we are accurate
and if it results in no injury
to them, But this talk becomes
gossip when we probe into
their private affairs, or when
we raise questions about their
motives or cast doubts or plant
suspicions about their conduet.
W 8/15 3, 6

Wednesday, March 14

Be peaceable with one another,

See that no one renders injury

for injury to anyone clse, but

always pursue what is good

toward one another.—1 Thess.
5:13, 15, NW.

Fruits of integrity are ob-
servable in our relationships
with the whole household of
faith. If servants, we will be
found persevering in the work
of caring for, strengthening
and training the multitude of

sheeplike ones over whom the
Good Shepherd has granted us
supervision, Disappointments,
setbacks, apparently insur-
mountable obstacles will never
shake us from patient con-
tinuance in well-doing. ‘Pay
attention to the flock! and,
‘Shepherd the congregation of
God!” are the commands we
shall delight to obey. (Aects
0.28;1P 5:2) If we are
pubhshers in the congregation,
our integrity will be exhibited
in the readiness with which
we labor to assist weaker ones
and generally to take that
course of action that will pro-
mote the unity and peace and
prosperity of the congregation.
W 4/15 10a

Thursday, March 15

The sayings that I have spoken
to you mean spirit and mean
life—~—John 6:63, NW, mar.

Jesus spoke the words of
his Father in the heavens. He
had faith in Jehovah’s words.
His course of life was based
on his Father’s promises. Ilow-
ever, the majority of professed
Christians set themselves up
as judges of God’s words. But
this is no time to push aside
God’s Word and say: “I'll
look into that some other time.
I have yet many years to live:
so I'll do it later when con-
venient.,”” Man rcasons that
there is so much of importance
in this world to care for that
he does not have time for the
‘old’ Bible. Ile wants to keep
up to date. He thinks that
accumulating riches will make
bhim enjoy life in his later
years. But he may never enjoy
his savings and he ecan casily
lose out on living eternally.
Jesus illustrated this by the
rich man who had to build
larger storehouses for his crops
but who was not rich toward
God and died one night. W
1/1 38, 4



Friday, March 16

Thy throne is established from
of old; thou art from everlast-
ing.~—Ps. 98: 2, RS.

Jehovah’s throne is the ab-
solute center of the boundless
universe as to its creative
existence, operations and in-
terests. This throne is not at
the astral center of the great
galaxies of stars or island
umverses that now exist with-
in or beyond the range of
man’s visual powers. But it
is at the creative center where
God of necessity is the very
foundation of all his works.
All creation revolves around
him as its source, which makes

3od the lemg Center. The
centripetal force of this vast
system of animate and inan-
imate thmgs is inward toward
him. All is inseparably united
to Him. By way of illustration
we need only to mention our
planetary system. The minut-
est illustration would be that
of the atom. The nuclear de-
sign of operations around fixed
centers 18 universal. And to
use another illustration, with
him “is the fountain of life.”
—Ps. 36:9, W 5/15 6

Saturday, March 17

They have seen falsehood and
lying divination.—Ezek.
13:6, AS.

From prominent spiritual-
ists themselves comes the dam-
aging evidence that the spirits
with whom they have contact
He and deceive. They tell of
having “to deal with absolute
cold-blooded lying on the part
of wicked or mischievous in-
telligences.,” It is useless to
try to defend spiritualism with
the weak argument that there
arc good spirits and bad spirits
and the intention of spiritual-
ism is to get in touch with
the good spirits. Spiritualism

is founded on a great untruth,
the lie of survival after death
and of the immortality of the
human soul. Therefore all
spirits that would be willing
to communicate with spirit-
ualists on the foundation of
that le and try to make that
lie appear itrue must be bad
spirits, demons that try to
give the lie to God and his
Word. But, “let God be found
true, though every man be
found a liar.” That statement
includes every man that is a
spiritualist and that gets in
touch with these proved lying
spirits. W 9/15 19-22

Sunday, March 18

No one has love greater than

this, that someone should sur-

render his soul in behalf of his
friends.—John 15: 13, NW.

In Christ’s rule over the
church the human husband
has a lofty example to aim
toward. Did not Jesus expend
himself working in the in-
terests of the body members,
teaching and preaching, pro-
viding the spiritual sustenance
that is so much more vital
than literal bread? Were not
his patience and long-suffering
exemplary, his dealings with
his diseciples merciful and com-
passionate? Did he not endure
much in maintaining integrity
toward Jehovah, thereby be-
coming a safe model for his
followers? And finally did he
not go the limit and lay down
his life for his bride and wife,
the church? Surely Christ’s
headship over his church dem-
onstrates thoughtful provision,
gentle concern, wise under-
standing, continual forgive-
ness, protective care and a
love that found its climax in
the laying down of his own
life—and greater love than
that no man can have! W

4/16



Monday, March 19

Hzamine yourselves, to see

whether you are holding to

your faith. Test yourselves.
—2 Cor. 13:5, RS.

Yes, it is needful to keep
testing ourselves as to our
faith, We can make mistakes,
we can get out of line with
Jehovah’s principles, we can
drift, think on wrong things
if we do not read and study
the Word of God enough. We
cannot come to know God un-
less we listen to him through
his written Word. In private
study we can take in much
information about God, but by
attending congregational meet-
ings our advance study, having
equipped us, enables us to
express our belief and hope,
to benefit others. It is very
unprofitable for one to forsake
regularly assembling with oth-
er dedicated Christians. Think
of the harm he does to himself
and also to others. He is not
incited to love and right
works, for he does not hear
his fellow workers comment
and he is not there to give
comment to help them. He is
not testing himself to see
whether or not he is holding
to his faith. W 1/1 15

Tuesday, March 20

For since the priesthood is
being changed, there comes to
be of necessity a change also
of the law.—1ileb. 7:12, NW.

Tithing is not required of
Christians. In the first place
the tithe in Israel was a means
to an end, not the end itself,
It was not the material giving
but the matters of worship
resulting thereby that were to
be emphasized. In Jesus’ de-
nunciation of the false re-
ligious leaders he showed that
the tithe was not even consid-

ered as one of the weightier
matters of the law. Further-
more, since the tithe was de-
signed to support the Levitical
priesthood, the removal of that
priesthood to make way for
the superior priesthood of
Christ Jesus would remove the
obligation to tithe. That means
that, with the law of Moses
and the Aaronic priesthood
removed, the law of the tithe
goes out with it. Therefore,
since Christians are not under
law but under undeserved kind-
ness, no organization can
Scripturally require its mem-
bers to tithe, W 3/1 16, 17

Wednesday, March 21

Humble yourself, . . . under
the mighity hand of God, that
he may exalt you in due time,
while you cast all your anziety
upon him, because he cares for
you.—1 Pet. 5:6, 7, NW.

In turn we should have the
same concern for God, not be-
coming self-centered or selfish
so that we take things for
granted or feel that Jehovah
and his organization owe us
something. Avoid thinking that,
unless things are done in the
way you think best, you are
not going to stay with the
New World society. Jehovah
owes no one a thing. Each of
us has been given something
of great value. It is the truth
that leads to life and our daily
service of praise. To Jehovah
all are indebted for all we
have and for all we hope to
gain. Let us not be ingrates,
having contempt for his gifts
as if we puny people expected
more or could do better for
ourselves. Above all, let us
avoid complaining, because if
we complain we shall stop our
preaching and then we are
certain to become miserable.
W 3/15 19a



Thursday, March 22

Above all things, take up the
large shield of faith, with
which you will be able to
quench all the wicked one’s
burning missiles.—Eph.
6:16, NW.

We must go on ‘“acquiring
power in the Lord and in the
mightiness of his strength,”
because now Satan is muster-
ing his demon princes for an
all-out assault against those
representing the New World
society. Therefore we are told
to take up the complete suit
of armor of God that we may
be able to resist in the wicked
day and, after having done
all things thoroughly, to stand
firm. In Paul’s day the large
shield used by soldiers was a
real protection in battle. Like-
wise today, the shield of faith
is of greatest importance. And
just as a soldier between bat-
tles would examine his shield
for any weaknesses, so we
must continually examine and
strengthen our faith so that
we do not lose protection in
time of need. e know the
wicked one continually brings
reproach and persecution as
flaming missiles against us and
the shield of faith is needed
to ward them off. W 6/1 6, 7

Friday, March 28

Happy is the man that walk-

eth not in the counsel of the

wicked, . . . but his delight

s in the law of Jehovah.—Ps.
1:1, 2, AS, mar.

In dedication to Jchovah a
human creature comes into his
own proper state as_distin-
guished from that of all God’s
creation below man. Such is
the highest and noblest of hu-
man ambitions and aspira-
tions, and is the course that
must be followed by all who

will gain life. When & person
comes to an understanding of
Jehovah as revealed in the
Bible, only selfishness will pre-
vent him from making a dedi-
cation of himself to Jehovah,
for his dedicated servants come
from all walks and classifica-
tions of men. It may properly
be said that everyone is dedi-
cated to one thing or another.
Wherein do the dedications of
people in general fall short?
In that they are dedications,
not to Jehovah, but to self-
interest or some other cause
or some other god, and there-
fore they do not lead the dedi-
cated omes to lasting life to
Jehovah’s praise. W 6/15 9

Saturday, March 24

John . . . preached . . . the
baptism of those repenting.
—Acts 13: 24, NW.

What was the purpose of
John’s preaching? It was to
bring about a change of heart,
a repentance, so as to prepare
the Israelites for Christ. Some
did respond to his message,
repented, confessed their sins
and were publicly baptized.
The baptism accomplished no
forgiveness of sins, but it was
performed upon those who had
repented. That was the pur-
pose of John’s teaching, and
the repentance is what brought
about the forgiveness of sins
against the law covenant. The
baptism itself was because of
their repentance or was con-
ditioned on it. It was a token
of it or a picture of it and so
the repentance was thus pub-
licly signified before John and
others. Public announcement
was made and those persons
who thus signified it were
properly expected to accept
the Messiah. Modern render-
ings of Matthew 3:11 and
Luke 3:3 verify this point
further. W 7/1 19, 20



Sunday, March 25

Keep comforting one another
aend duilding one another up.
—1 Thess. 5:11, NW.

An important means of sup-
port given the organization by
Jehovah’s faithful people is
their regular attendance at
meetings of the congregation.
Knowing that no organization
can be any more than the in-
dividuals that compose it, they
constantly seek personal ad-
vancement in accurate knowl-
edge and maturity of under-
standing. This they do by mak-
ing the very most of the meet-
ings provided by the “faithful
and discreet slave” as a part
of their training for the minis-
terial work. To make the pro-
gram a success and provide for
the advancement of the local
arrangement their own individ-
nal contribution is necessary.
The early Christians were ad-
monishedy to ‘‘consider one an-
other to incite to love and
right works, not forsaking the
gathering of ourselves to-
gether.” This united study and
fellowship were an essential
part of the beginning of the
'?hristian congregation. W 38/1

Monday, March 26

Memorial Date,
after 6 p.m., S.T.

For hardly will anyone die for
a righteous man; indeed, for
the good man, perhaps, some-
one even dares to die. But God
recommends his own love to us
in thaet, while we were yct
sinners, Christ died for ws.
—Rom. 5:7, 8, NW.

Is such an unusual love a
thing to get offended at? The
unselfishness of such a love
recommends itself to us. It
really signifies the highest de-
gree of ingratitude to spurn

and turn back a love that is
recommended to us in such a
way. What man on ecarth
would surrender a dear son
to suffer shamefully and die
most painfully that those to
whom he owes mnothing but
who deserve destruction may
be benefited? God displayed
that marvelous degree of love
for us humans, That is why
it stands written: “God is
love.” How could we keep from
loving a God like that? When
we do learn to love this un-
selfish God, we are obligated
to say as did John: “As for
us, we love, because he first
loved us.”—1 John 4:19, NW.
W 1/15 20, 21

Tuesday, March 27

Just as an eagle stirs up its

necst, hovers over its fledglings,

spreads out its wings, tekes

them, carrics them on its pin-

ions, Jehovah alone kept lead-

ing [Israell.—Deut. 32:11,
12, NW.

Note some of the excellent
qualitics shown by Jehovah
as the great Leader of his
people. On the one hand, with
fighting strength and in fiery
anger as a manly person of
war he proved himself power-
ful in ability to shatter the
enemy. On the other hand, in
loving-kindness toward the peo-
ple whom he had reclaimed
from Pharaoh’s grasp, he man-
ifested fatherly strength and
ability to protect and conduct
Israel gently, yet surely, all
the way to their ultimate holy
abiding place. Jehovah cer-
tainly proved himself a Leader
of infinite tenacity and tender-
ness. In Moses’ closing song
we have a lovely and stirring
description of Jehovah’s leader-
ship, with all its wealth of
significant imagery, finishing
on the note of Jehovah’s right
to all the honor and credit.
W 2/14



Wednesday, March 28

Husbands, continue dwelling
in like manner with [your
wives] according to knowledge,
assigning them honor as to a
weaker wesscl, the feminine
one.—1 Pet. 3:7, NW.

The husband must provide
food, clothing and shelter for
his wife. But his obligations
go far beyond fulfilling these
basic physical needs. He must
provide for her mental hap-
piness and consider her spir-
itual well-being, showing a
love for her as great as that he
bears for himself. Husbands
should not be oblivious to the
emotional make-up and vicis-
situdes of their wives. They
must give proper direetion to
their united efforts by making
wise decisions and cope with
any consequences that may
follow in their wake. They
must follow right principles,
exercise patience and long-
suffering, mercy and forgive-
ness, show consideration and
understanding, and, above ali,
keep alive and actlve a love
patterned after that shown by
Jehovah toward his universal
organization and as shown by
Christ toward the congrega-
tion. W 4/17

Thursday, March 29

If in this life only we have

hoped in Christ, we are of all

men most to be pitied.—1 Cor.
15:19, NW.

There is a difference be-
tween “survival after death”
and resurrection. In fact, it
is because there is no survival
after death that there must be
a resurrection of the dead.
Since there is no immortality
of the human soul and no per-
sonality to the spirit of man,
the dead in the graves are
dead and, to live again, they
need to be resurrected. Thus

the very foundation of spir-
itualism must be false and
there can be no such thing as
communication between the
living and the dead. Spiritual-
ism therefore offers a false,
misleading comfort to bereaved
ones. It subjects them to a
deception. It endangers them,
for it denies the fall of man,
death as the penalty for sin,
the need of Christ’s ransom
to remove sin and gain God’s
forgiveness of sins, and the
need of God’s kingdom to de-
stroy this wicked system of
things and to resurrect the
dead and aid them to attain
everlasting life under God’s
kingdom. W 9/15 8

Friday, March 30

If one knows how to do what
i3 right and yet does not do
it, it is a sin for him.—Jas.

4:17, NW.

Guard  against gossip. It
works injury. Jehovah forbids
it. Discern the bad motives
behind it. Do not let it make
you its slave just because
someone makes you its vietim.
Remain traly friendly and lov-
ing, remembering that a gos-
siper is neither. And treat
your fearfully and wonderfull
made mind right. Fill it wit
good. Jehovah’s Word nour-
ishes and strengthens the hu-
man mind. Enlarge and deepen
your mind to the maturity of
appreciating rich food. Better
to have more on the mind and
less on the tongue than an
empty mind and a full tongue.
Certainly we are not ignorant
of the evils of gossip, of ways
to combat it, and of how to
use our tongue aright. With
Jehovah’s law in our mind we
can intelligently fight this sin
in our flesh. We must crush
gossip out of our life before
gossip causes God to ecrush
the life out of us! W 8/15 20a



Saturday, March 31

My son, be wise, and make my
heart glad, that I may answer
him that reproacheth me.
—Prov. 27: 11.

It is not good for Christians
to take a narrow, shortsighted
view about the trials that
come upon them. In fact, such
hardships bring along with
them some of the greatest joys.
It is very important to keep
the right slant on tests and
troubles that come along, ei-
ther in the present or in the
future. We can maintain hap-
piness only by uncomplaining
obedience to his will and en-
during faithfully in his service.
Bearing hardship and even
persecution courageously and
Joyfully, knowing that such
hardships will not rob us of
our happiness, is the right
mental attitude for us to have.
Thereby we keep close in mind
the all-important reasons for
keeping integrity to Jehovah,
not weakening or feeling sorry
for ourselves and complaining
because of the great privilege
that is ours. Let us not forget
that Jehovah approves of our
bearing up under persecution.
Jesus set a most outstanding
example. W 8/15 12, 11

Sunday, April 1

I was glad when they said unto
me, Let us go unto the house
of Jehovah. Qur feet are stand-
ing within thy gates, O Jeru-
salem.—Ps. 122:1, 2, AR.

With so many of the “other
sheep” being gathered into the
New World society it is es-
sential that we get to know
one another, especially within
our own congregation. We
must learn of the benefits of
that congregation and what it
will do for us. Jehovah’s wit-
nesses soon learn that it is
essential for them to go to
every meeting arranged for

them for their education and
instruction. To get life they
must constantly seek knowl-
edge and learn more of Jeho-
vah and his purposes. They
must fully appreciate they ean-
not get along without his
written Word. Also they will
learn that they cannot get
along without Jehovah’s or-
ganization. Their sticking to-
gether, their jointly studying
God’s Word, makes Jehovah’s
witnesses very vigorous. It
sets them apart distinetly from
all others in this world. They
truly are Bible students; they
constantly practice the teach-
ings of God’s Word. W 1/1 9

Monday, April 2

All the while they kept stand-
ing each one in his place all
around the camp.—Judg.
7:21, NW.

It is wise to urge everyone
to follow theocratic counsel.
Find your place and stay in
it. Work with the New World
society mow and it may be
that you will be able to work
with it after Armageddon. It
takes effort to seek out and
follow theocratic counsel. It
requires sacrifice on our part.
Such is a commandment from
God. “By this we have come
to know love, because [Jesus]
surrendered his soul for us;
and we are under obligation to
surrender our souls for our
brothers.” (1 John 3: 16, NW)
This proper love and concern
for our human brothers we
will show by telling each one
who will listen of his need to
praise and worship God. Ac-
tually there is no place outside
the New World society for
Jehovah’s people. As each one
of Gideon’s three hundred
stood in his place so let each
one of us today appreciate his
%ace of favor and stay therein.

5/1 20, 21



Tuesday, April, 8

If, now, God thus clothes the
vegetation . . . will he not
much rather clothe you?
—Matt. 6: 30, NW.

One with true faith will fol-
low the course that Jesus set.
The service of Jehovah will
be the motivating interest in
his life. Jesus assured us that
the necessities of life would
be provided by God if we faith-
fully serve him. While a man
must work to provide things
needed for his family, he need
not be unduly concerned about
the years to come. Jesus em-
phasized this point when he
told us to pray: “Give us to-
day our bread for this day.”
God provides for the lilies and
for the animals, and he can do
as well for us. Do we believe
that? We know it is true.
Therefore we can devote our-
selves without fear to God's
service. If we do so we shall
have the privilege of helping
others to life and also shall
receive God’s blessing for the
service rendered. So do not be
burdened with the things of
this world. Show faith and
make room for God’s service.
W 6/1 22

Wednesday, April 4

The angels that did not keep
their original position but for-
sook their own proper dwelling-
place he has reserved . . . for
the judgment of the great day.
—Jude 6, NW.

The orlgmal position of
those “sons of God” was up
in heaven in the spirit realm,
where they were before the
foundations of the earth were
laid to provide a home, not for
angels, but for mankind and
the lower animals. Their prop-
er dwelling lace was in the
loftier invisible realm of the
heavens with other spirit an-
gels and with direct access to

God’s face rather than down
here on earth in fleshly com-
panionship with sinful women
as wives and as mothers of
unnatural children. Adam fol-
lowed Eve into sin and rebel-
lion against God; these “sons
of God” followed the ‘“daugh-
ters of men” into sin and de-
monic rebellion against God.
They are the angels Jude re-
fers to and whom he compares
to Sodom and Gomorrah. The
Israelites, too, committed for-
nication idolatrously with the
flesh of heathen women outside
their holy nation. The sin of
the “sons of God” was similar.

W 10/1 2

Thursday, April 5§

Also in all the nations the
good news has to be preached
first.—Mark 13:10, NW.

It was not until July 1,
1920, that Jehovah’s witnesses
thmughout the earth saw that
the “good news” was about the
now established kingdom and
that it must begin to be
preached now, after the “begxn-
ning of pangs of distress,” ex-
perienced during World War I ;
and that this preaching must
continue until Armageddon.
And now is when it is being
preached. It will keep on being
preached until this system of
things ends and the new sys-
tem of things, God’s new world
of “new heavens and a new
earth,” is ushered in with all
its blessings. Jehovah’s wit-
nesses are the only ones preach-
ing this good news, for they
are the only ones that see the
established kingdom in the
light of modern events inter-
preted by Bible rirophecy, and
they are the only ones with
faith and courage from God to
preach it. Are you sharing in
this preaching work to the full-
est extent possible? W 10/15 9



Friday, April 6

Certain ones are walking dis-
orderly among you, not work-
ing at all but meddling with
what does not concern them.
~—2 Thess. 8: 11, NW.

Gossipers are meddlers and
busybodies, tending to the busi-
ness of others while neglecting
their own. If we suffer, it
should be for maintaining
Christian integrity, not for
busybodying. Rather than nois-
ily intrude in the affairs of
others “make it your aim to
live quietly and to mind your
own business.” Meddling gos-
sips make trouble. They bab-
ble the business of others,
color and exaggerate, misrep-
resent and distort, and heap
high their inflammatory whis-
perings: ‘“Where there is no
whisperer, quarreling ceases.

. The words of a whisperer
are like delicious morsels;
they go down into the inner
parts of the body.” Rather
than the words’ being spoken
aloud to the person’s face, they
are whispered behind his back
and the slander is greedily
swallowed by ecars eager for
gossip. W 8/15 9, 10

Saturday, April 7

Rise, get baptized and wash
your sins away by your calling
upon his name.—Acts
22:16, NW.

Does this show that Paul
had his sins forgiven by being
baptized, thus washing them
away in water? That is not
what Paul states. He says
that he was commanded to get
baptized and that the washing
away of his sins was by his
calling upon the name of Jeho-
vah irough Christ. His call-
ing on him in Jesus’ name
showed faithful performance

of his conversion or dedication.
Wasg his conversion to Chris-
tianity the same as his dedi-
cation? Yes, because his con-
version means bis turning, a
turning to follow Christ. This
is in harmony with the fact
that our repentance must pre-
cede baptism. This burial to
one’s past course as symbolized
by water immersion and the
determination to do the will
of Jehovah through Christ,
that is to say, dedication, are
also referred to by Jesus when
he said: “If anyone wants to
come after me, let him disown
himself and pick up his torture
stake day after day and follow
me continually.”—Luke 9:23,
NwW. W 7/1 15, 16

Sunday, April 8

Ye are my witnesses, saith
Jehovah, and my servant whom
I have chosen.—Isa.

3

In the stupendous task of
gathering together all true wor-
sh1 ers of Jehovah is Christ,

ing and Signal, the only
one appointed to undertake the
service? No, for Isaiah 43: 10
shows that while at times
Jehovah’s servant is spoken
of as one individual, there are
other instances where that
servant is spoken of in a eol-
lective sense. So in the final
fulfillment there is but the one
anointed servant class, yet that
class is made up of many indi-
vidual witnesses or members.
Jesus, speaking of this same
anointed slave class, spoke of
the responsibilities committed
to it when he told that God
would appoint the faithful and
discreet slave over all his be-
longings. Ience, while the Mas-
ter_retains control at all times
and at all levels, yet he gives
his faithful followers a con-
siderable share and responsi-
bility in the serv1ce of the King-
dom interests. W 2/1 19, 20



Monday, April 9

What i my people, that we
should be able to offer so will-
ingly after this sort? for all
things come of thee, and of
thine own have we given thee.
—1 Chron. 29: 14, AS.

Jesus never found it neces-
sary to solicit funds for his
ministry., He was Jechovah’s
minister and Jehovah pros-
pered him. Likewise the So-
ciety and Jehovah’s witnesses
have never passed & collection
plate nor have they ever as-
sessed dues. This has never
been necessary and, God help-
ing, will never be necessary so
long as Jehovah's people have
his spirit. This giving by his
people must certainly bring joy
to the heart of Jehovah as it
does to all the family of his
organization. The advancement
of the work to the present
time shows that when Jeho-
vah’s faithful servants see the
need in God’s great family,
either at the local Kingdom
Hall or the Watch Tower So-
ciety’s branch, they respond
even as did the Israelites at
the time David gathered mate-
rials for building the temple.
W 3/121

Tuesday, April 10

Take your stand against [Sa-
tan}, solid in the faith, know-
ing that the same things in the
way of sufferings are being
accomplished in the entire as-
sociation.—1 Pet. 5:9, NW.

We expect trouble from Sa-
tan’s world, but our faith is
confirmed by it, not destroyed.
We know Satan will keep on
trying to break down those of
little faith. The Scripture rec-
ord is full of demonic opposi-
tion to Jehovah’s servants
down to the present time. In
recent years many have been
imprisoned, torturcd and sep-

arated from their families be-
cause of their faithfulness to
Jehovah; but nothing can
break the faith of the true
servant of Jehovah. No matter
what comes upon us, we know
that Jehovah will not allow
us to be tested beyond what
we are able to endure, for He
will be as a wall of fire around
those who serve him and look
to him for their protection and
safety. In our trial of faith
we have the assurance of God’s
Word and know that we are
backed by his spirit, We do not
shrink back from persecution,
knowing that, as metal is
tempered by heat so faith is
tried and proved by persecu-
tion. W 6/1 1, 2a

Wednesday, April 11

You wives, . . . let your adorn-
ment be . . . the sccret person
of the heart in the incorrupi-
ible apparel of the quiet and
mild spirit—I1 Pet. 3: 1,
, b NW.

Even if the husband is not
in the truth, the wife devoted
to Jehovah must still be sub-
ject to him. However, she can
show the good effect of the
truth upon her by her conduct,
and that may win over the
husband without any words,
or have more effect than words.
Sometimes husbands are lost
to the truth because of words,
too many words., She will, of
course, explain the truth as
she has opportunity and show
why she attends meetings and
goes in the service, but never
pressing matters too hard or
becoming tactless. She will be
specially careful to perform her
wifely duties, keep the home
clean, prepare good meals, look
after her children and devote
some time to her husband as
a companion. She will fit
her witnessing work into her
schedule when it least con-
flicts with her wifely obliga-
tions. W 4/1 4, Sa



Thursday, April 12

Be a vessel for an honorable
purpose, sanctified, useful to
his owner, prepared for every
good work—~2 Tim.2: 21, NW.

To remain in this happy
state we must go on loving
what 1is right and hating
wrong. We cannot in any way
countenance, excuse or shield
what is against God’s will and
way. From those who insist
on worldly practices we must
“turn away!” Ilappy are we
indeed if we never go by the
advice of the ungodly, never
take the road of sinners, never
join in the company of the
scoffers, but, instead, find joy in
Jehovah’s law, poring over it at
every opportunity. (Psalm 1)
Choosing for our companions
others dedicated to pure wor-
ship of Jehovah and persons of
good will who delight to hear
and talk about God's purposes
will do much toward buttress-
ing our integrity. “Do not be
misled. Bad associations spoil
useful habits.” Hold on to the
good habits of studying, pray-
ing, preaching. W 4/15 9a

Friday, April 18

Well done, good and faithful
slave! You were faithful over
a few things. I will appoint
you over many things. Enter
into the joy of your master.
—Mait. 25:21, NW.

By an illustration Jesus
showed that work gives its
own reward in joyfulness. A
man was going on a trip, but
before lcaving he summoned
his slaves and left them in
charge of his interests, distrib-
uting his_goods according to
the varying abilities of his
slaves. After a long absence
he returned and called for an
accounting. By diligent work
the one caring for five talents

doubled them, and the one car-
ing for two talents doubled
them, but the one left in charge
of one talent was sluggish and
did nothing with it and so
gained nothing, Now, how
were the two industrious work-
erg rewarded? Were they told
to take a vacation? No, their
reward for hard work was,
not a vacation, but, of all
things, more work! The mas-
ter’s joy was in this work, and
by getting more of this work
to do the diligent slaves en-
tered more fully into their mas-
ter’s joy. W 8/1 8

Saturday, April 14

Lo, I come; .. . I delight to
do thy will, O my God.
—Ps, 40:7, 8, RS.

“Pedication” means to de-
clare, to affirm, to state solemn-
ly, to devote. It is an act by
which a person or thing is
initiated into some way or
course or use. To us dedication
is the exclusive devotion to the
worship of Jehovah. It is set-
ting oneself apart by decision,
unreservedly and uncondition-
ally to do the will of Jehovah
through Christ, as expressed in
the Bible and made plain by
God’s holy spirit, So dedica-
tion means henceforth living
a holy life, se(f)arate from the
corrupt world, and serving
Jehovah, Dedication requires
a decision. You must decide
whether you are going to wor-
ship and serve the God who
gave you life or whether you
are going to disregard his
Word and his will in your
personal life. If you will dedi-
cate yourself to serve him in
honesty and sincerity and out
of love for him in appreciation
of his goodness to you, you are
a wise and blessed person,
W 6/15 10, 11



Sunday, April 15

It ghall come to pass on that
day that the root of Jesse, who
will be standing as a signal to
the peoples—to him will the na-
tions resort.—Isa. 11: 10, AT.

The Hebrew word translated
“signal” does not refer to a
flag raised aloft by a leader
marching at the head of a
column of people, rather it
refers to a stationary signal
set up on a lofty height. This
prophecy had a miniature ful-
fillment when Jerusalem was
restored on her own hilltop
with Jehovah’s visible repre-
sentative governing in her
midst and with his official high
priest conducting the clean
worship of Jehovah in the re-
built temple. Now is the time
of its final fulfillment and
happy are our eyes that clearly
behold Christ as the Signal,
enthroned on the lofty height
of Mount Zion, the established
kingdom of God, for the pur-
pose, primarily, to give lead in
restoring and forever establish-
ing in this earth the true, pure
worship of Jehovah., W 2/1

Monday, April 16

One thing have I asked of Je-
hovah, that will I seek after:
that I may dwell in the house
of Jehovah all the days of my
life—Ps. 27: 4%, AS.

Every one of Jehovah’s wit-
nesses wants to dwell in the
house of Jehovah forever. They
have dedicated themselves as
Jehovah’s slaves and they are
fully cognizant of Jehovah’s
will concerning them. They
know what he wants them to
do despite any outside influ-
ences. Knowing that the tak-
ing in of more knowledge of
him and his purposes is the
right thing to do and the way

to life eternal, and knowing
that they want to live so that
they can serve Jehovah, they
certainly will not be fearful
of anyone else. If they are
afraid of evildoers and any
hurt that may come upon them,
they will fall into a snare. But
by staying wholly on Jehovah’s
side and in his organization
and close to the congregation
of his people they will observe
their encmies fall and eventu-
ally vanish permanently in the
battle of Armageddon, now
near, W 1/1 1b

Tuesday, April 17

Truly I say to you, If you have
faith the size of a mustard
grain, you will say to this
mountain, ‘“Transfer from here
to there,” and it will transfer,
and nothing will be impossible
for you—Alatt. 17:20, NW,

Faith can remove mountains
but do we let it move us to
have a share in fulfilling Mat-
thew 24:14? If some do not
want to hear the truth, we
need not force it on them as
pearls of truth to swine, but
we should let our faith be
known so that those who want
to can hear and learn. We
should never let our faith di-
minigh, even though opposed
by our own families. The faith
of the early Christians at Rome
was “talked about throughout
the whole world.” Certainly
that is true today as the thun-
dering message of truth is
proclaimed by us in 158
countries in all parts of the
earth. If we display our faith
and make it known to others
it will make glad the heart of
Jehovah and we shall have the
joy of leading men of good will
toward life. 6/1 2



Wednesday, April 18

John baptized with the bap-
tism of those repenting, telling
the people to believe in the one
coming after him, that is, in
Jesus.—Acts 19: 4, NW.

Because John baptized per-
sons in symbol of the repent-
ance that they had made,
repentance for sins against the
law, he could not understand
why Jesus came to him to be
immersed, because Jesns had
no sins. Yet to him Jesus
stated: “Let it be, this time,
for in that way it is suitable
for us to carry out all that is
righteous.” Further proof that
Jesus’ baptism and Christian
immersion is not the same as
that performed by John is in
the account of Acts 19:1-5,
where certain believers who
had been baptized with John’s
baptism had to be baptized
again in the name of Jesus. So
Jesus set a pattern starting
something new, not a baptism
for remission of sins nor in
symbol of repentance but the
Christian’s immersion in sym-
bol of dedication, even such as
Jesus himself thereby symbol-
ized. W 7/1 20, 21

Thursday, April 19

Do you have this idea, O man,
while you judge those who
practice such things and yct
you do them, that you will
escape the judgment of God?
—Rom. 2:3, NW.

A person may gossip to
divert attention from himself,
If he puts others in the critical
spotlight it is not on him. Or,
a gossip may criticize others
of sins he commits. He wants
company, for then disapproval
cannot concentrate on him
alone but spreads over a group.

If he is accused he can point
to others as doing the same
thing, thinking thereby to jus-
tify or excuse himself. Inciden-
tally, gossipers are often the
first ones to accuse others of
gossiping. Knowing they are
guilty themselves, they judge
others by themselves, but much
more harshly than themselves.
So it works out as the Bible
says: ‘“Therefore you are in-
excusable, O man, whoever you
are, if you judge; for in the
thing in which you judge an-
other, you condemn yourself,
inasmuch as you that judge
practice the same things.”
—Rom. 2:1, NW. W 8/15 ba

Friday, April 20

Accept the helmet of salvation,
and the sword of the spirit,
that is, God's word.—Eph.
6:17, NW.

Accepting the helmet of sal-
vation, you will keep your hope
of God’s kingdom from being
cracked or mashed in; you will
reason with God concernin
his way of salvation throug
Jesus Christ and the theocratic
government of the new world.
You will sensibly work out
your own salvation according
to God’s provisions and his
requirements, joming in with
Jehovah’s witnesses in preach-
ing this good news of the
Kingdom in all the earth for
a witness. Accepting the sword
of the spirit, that is God’s
Word, you will be able to
parry tge worldly sword, ut-
terances inspired by demons,
religious traditions and mate-
rialistic philosophies of men.
You will be able to meet the
enemy swordsman in close com-
bat and render him powerless
in argument and influence and
deliver yourself from him by
quoting and relying upon God's
written Word, as Jesus when
tempted by the Devil in the
wilderness. W 10/1 44, 45



Saturday, April 21

Everything that has been born
from God conquers the world.
And this is the congquest that
hag conquered the world, our
faith.—1 John 5: 4, NW.

On earth today there is a
remnant of spiritual Christian
sons of God, and they will not
prove false to the stated rule
that everything born from Ged
conquers the world. They will
show their faith in God’s king-
dom by preaching it till the
end of this world. There are
also prospective earthly sons
of God with us today who
hope for life as His children
in the glorious paradise of the
“new earth.” ey, too, must
conquer the world just as
the ancient, pre-Christian wit-
nesses of Jehovah from Abel
to John the Baptist did. To do
so they must make the same
practical display of their faith
in Jehovah and his kingdom.
But though we are surrounded
by so great a cloud of ancient
witnesses of Jehovah, we are
especially looking at Jehovah’s
greatest witness, his Son Jesus
Christ, for he was the great-
est conquerer of this world.
W 10/15 25

Sunday, April 22

Then he saw e certain necedy
widow drop two small coing of
very little value there, and he
said: “I tell you truthfully,
This widow, although poor,
dropped in more than them
all”’—Luke 21:2, 3, NW.

In the congregations of
Jehovah’s witnesses it is not
just a few who carry the ex-
penses of the organization. As
a further example of their
unity, the financing of the
work is accomplished by the
combined giving of all. For
example, in supporting the
Kingdom Hall some will be

able to give more and some
less, but those who ean give
but little need not feel ashamed
or feel they cannot have some
share. Jesus made this quite
clear when he showed how
much he appreciated the ‘wid-
ow's mite.” Those who have an
abundance give as they can;
it does not hurt them and it
is pleasing to Jehovah. But the
one who gives of his little
amount shows his sincerity to
an even greater extent. Giving
small amounts is not appre-
ciated or encouraged by the
false religions of Christendom,
but that is not true in Jecho-
é{gh’s organization. W 3/1 28,

Monday, April 28

Jehovah preserveth all them
that love him; but all the
wicked will he destroy.
—Ps. 145: 20, AS.

The salvation from God is
not an escape from existence,
but is a rescue from death or
nonexistence. Going into non-
existence is the punishment
for wrongdoing against God.
(Rom. 6:23) Those who go
into that state of nonexistence
should not flatter themselves
with the thought that they are
experiencing a salvation from
life or existence. They are
undergoing a punishment and
are missing the eternal happi-
ness of perfect life in God’s
new world. Any animal or
brute beast can die; so for
mankind dying is nothing su-
perior to the fate of animals.
Salvation from God is a rescue
or escape from this beastlike
fate, a rescue from nonexist-
ence. God does not preserve
the lives of his enemies or sin-
ners in order to keep them un-
happy and in pain. He pre-
serves the lives of those who
love him to make them enjoy
complete happiness forever.
w 1/15 15



Tuesday, April 24

Neither be murmurers, just as
some of them murmured, only
to perish by the destroyer.
—1 Cor. 10: 10, NW.

We should not overlook that
complaining simply means that
we are expressing displeasure
and annoyance against the will
of God. Actually then, com-
plaining is against Jehovah,
There are some very pointed
Secriptural examples demon-
strating that invariably com-
plainers lose happiness. Often
they have suffered the loss of
life itself. So we can see how
serious it is if we complain
against Jehovah or against his
organization and its instruc-
tions, when such complaining
brings sorrow and misery with
ultimate death. Take the ex-
ample of the ancient people
of Israel. Had not Jehovah
delivered them from oppres-
sion in Egypt, protected them
and fed them in a loving way
so that they were never hun-
gry, cold or naked? They cer-
tainly had nothing to murmur
about. Never forget that their
example applies to complainers
now, today. W 8/15 15

Wednesday, April 25

Jehovah God is a sun and @
shield.—Ps, 84: 11, AS.

As a sun_ radiates energy
ever outwardly, so from God
there has radiated eternally in
all directions forms of various
energies, spiritual and phys-
jcal. This everlasting brilliant
effusion can be described as the
glory of God. These energies
ever traveling into the outer
reaches in very brief moments
of “time” have filled what is
called “space.” For this reason
it is understood that ‘“‘time”
and “space” are as eternal as

God, for God himself has had
no beginning. If God decrees
the holding back of speeding
energy at any one point in
space, mass or matter immedi-
ately forms. Professor Einstein
ascertained this basic truth
from the Book of Nature.
Therefore, everything that ex-
ists has been created from the
energy that originally ema-
nated from the great Source
of the universe, Jehovah, The
Bible certainly is true when it
records: ‘“‘In the beginning God
created the heavens and the
earth.” W 5/15 7

Thursday, April 26

I want you to know that the

head of every man is the

Christ; in turn, the head of a

woman is the man; in turn,

the head of the Christ is God.
—1 Cor. 11: 8, NW.

Where two or more are
united in a common endeavor
there must be organization,
some sort of headship to give
intelligent direction to the en-
ergies of the united ones. In
human affairs two heads may
be better than one when it
comes to assembling ideas or
considering a possible course
of action, but when it comes
to a final decision one head
must be empowered to decide
for both. headless union
would lack proper directive
force, whereas a freakish two-
headed one would engender
strife and eventual split-up.
Let all face this fact: everyone
has a head over him except
Jehovah, who is Head over all.
This arrangement was not
made by any creature, but is
the law of the Creator of the
universe. Conformity to it is
obedience to Jehovah; rejec-
tion of it is rebellion against
him. Theocratic women and
children will acknowledge the
man as the head of the house.
W 4/1 4



Friday, April 27

Do not be owing anybody a
single thing, except to love one
another.—Rom. 13:8, NW.

We may as well face it. We
shall never get out of debt, no
matter how long we live, even
if that be for eternity. We
shall always be owing some-
thing. And what is that? We
shall always owe love to one
another. We should start pay-
ing on that debt now and never
stop payment One way to
start is to stop all gossip. And
if you think your talk about
someone is clean, remember
Jehovah weighs your spirit
and if there is any taint to
your talk it will show on his
scales. Remember the illustra-
tion of the sheep and goats.
The way you treat your broth-
ers is the way you treat Christ.
You would not gossip about
kim, would you? In fact, the
Bible says that if you say you
love Jehovah but are hating
your brother you are a liar,
“for he who does not love his
brother, whom he has seen,
cannot be loving God, whom he
has not seen.” So start now
and never stop paying on the
debt of love you owe to your
brothers. W 8/15 15a

Saturday, April 28

They conquered him because of

the blood of the Lamb and be-

cause of the word of their

witnessing, and they did not

love their souls even despite

the danger of decath.—Rev.
12:11, NW.

Nowhere is being one of
Jehovah’'s witnesses easy or
safe, Communists and other
totalitarian rulers try to make
Jehovah’s witnesses show that
theirs is an inferior religion,
not able to hold out against
this world, but the faithfulness
of the witnesses under these
efforts to force them to give up

their religion administers a
defeat to the Communists and
other totalitarians. The failure
of the ban and persecutions to
stamp out Jehovah’s witnesses
or to halt their increase is an
eloquent testimony that among
Jehovah’s witnesses the Com-
munists have met up with the
one ‘better religion,” and it
serves notice upon these rad-
ical fighters against Jehovah
that his witnesses will be here
trinumphant after communism
and other radicalisms have
gone. Their religion is as im-
genshable as Jehovah’s king-
om that they preach. W 10/15

Sunday, April 29

The person faithful in what is
least is faithful also in much.
—Luke 16: 10, NW.

Do not make the mistakes of
worldly leaders who either gal-
lantly lead from a safe posi-
tion in the rear or strut ahead
in a spirit of proud ambition,
Remember, rather, the spirit of
God’s organization, the fight-
ing spirit on behalf of those
needing protection, also the

spirit of ove and humility, as

own by the Teacher and
Master, who washed the feet
of those to whom he was giv-
ing the right kind of lead. And
to keep the right and balanced
view of your ministry note
that it is not a matter of
comparing one position with
another in the training work.
Whether you are a missionary,
or a circuit or district servant,
or a sister who has been asked
by the congregation servant
to give a hand in aiding an-
other less-experienced sister,
the qualities of leadership are
the same in every case. You
are like a steward, and “what
is looked for in stewards is
for a man to be found faithful.”
—1 Cor. 4:2, NW. W 2/1
14, 16a



Monday, April 30

Soul died for his unfaithfulness
with which he had acted faith-
lessly against Jehovah con-
cerning the word of Jehovah
that he had not kept and also
for asking of a spirit medium.
—1 Chron. 10: 13, NW.

Whether its prediction came
true or not, the spirit was a
“lying spirit,” for it made a
prediction from a counterfeit
background by pretending to
be Samuel and enacting the
lie that the dead are not dead
and that it is possible for the
living to talk with the dead.
Samuel was then dead. He had
refused to communicate with
Saul any longer after God had
definitely rejected him for dis-
obeying. Samuel had also re-
fused to have anything to do
with spirit mediums. Certaiunly,
then, no condemned spirit me-
dium could force Samuel to do
after death what he had re-
fused to do during life. Fur-
thermore, the lady medium
could not raise the dead. Only
God can do that and he did
not accommodate a condemned
medium and bring back Sam-
uel for her. W 9/15 16

Tuesday, May 1

Our being adequately qualified
issues from God.—2 Cor.
3:5 NW.

Today mankind stands in
great need of adequately quali-
fied ministers. In itself, being
adequately gualified means be-
ing suitable, being fit, having
what is necessary for the min-
istry, being equal to the re-
quirements of the ministry, in
order to carry it out success-
fully and produce the results
desired, namely, other rcal
Christians able to meet the
tests of the day, overcome all

the faith-destroying, morals-
corrupting influences, keep on
imitating Christ and gain the
approval of God for eternal
life in the new world. No one
can be adequately gualified to
be a minister of God unless
he has the light from God
through Christ shine upon him,
repents of his sinful course,
accepts God’s mercy, calls upon
God’s name to bave his sins
washed away in the blood of
Jesus’ sacrifice and gets bap-
tized in water and thus shows
faith and makes a public dee-
laration of that faith. W 11/1
1, 8

Wednesday, May 2

The cloud began to cover the
tent of meeting and Jehovah's
glory filled the tabernacle.
—8z. 40:34, NW.

When Moses completed the
construction of the tabernacle
and set it up in the wilderness,
“Jehovabk’s glory filled the
tabernacle.” That miracle sym-
bolized that Jehovah had come
to his temple and was now in
his holy temple. Eight days
later, or the first day after the
full consecration of high priest
Aaron and his underpriest
sons, they themselves per-
formed their first sacrifices for
themselves and for the na-
tion of Israel. At the climax
“Jehovah’s glory appeared to
all the people, and fire came
out from before Jehovah and
began consuming the burnt
offering.”” That acceptance of
the sacrifice offered by Aaron
and his sons was & proof that
Jehovah had accepted their
consecration to the priesthood
according to his covenant with
Levi. The cloud that rested
above the tabernacle served as
a sign that Jehovah was in his
holy temple. W 11/155



Thursday, May 8

This gaod news of the kingdom
will be preached in all the
inhabited earth for the pur-
pose of a witness to all the
nations—Alatt. 24:14, NW.

The Kingdom-preaching that
Jesus predicted in this proph-
ecy had to wait until this
twentieth century in order to
go into action. God’s timing of
events made it so. What is
the kingdom the good news of
which was to be preached
earth-wide to all nations at
the foremeant time? The apos-
tles had asked about Christ’s
actual presence in his God-
given kmgdom And concern-
ing his ‘“‘coming” into that
kingdom Jesus said in later
verses of his same prophetic
answer: “They will see the
Son of man coming on the
clouds of heaven with power
and great glory, . . . then he
will sit down on his glori-
ous throne.” Conscquently the
kingdom about which this good
news would be preached is the
kingdom with Jesus Christ
present in it in power, on his
throne of getive rulership.
Kingdem is, not one yet to be
set up, but one now estab-
hshed w 10/15 6

Friday, May 4

A continual dripping on a rainy
day and a contentious woman
are alike; to resirain her is to
resirain the wind or to grasp
oil in Ris right hand.—Prov.

27: 15, 16, RS.
When women talk they dis-
cuss what interests them,

which means they talk about
people, which in turn means
there is an ever-present danger
that the talk may become gos-
sip. Men are more interested
in inanimate things, and when
they talk about such the dan-
ger of gossip is not so great
as when discussing people.

Talkmg in itself is not bad.
Woman’s talkativeness can be
and often is put to good use.
By it small children learn to
talk. Because eof their ready
speech women ministers may
present the truth to others
more easily than men, and
they may make more of a
contribution to eongregational
meetings by volunteering com-
ments, But this asset ean be-
come a snare when the tongue
breaks loose and runs uncon-
trolled in gossip. Hence let
all examine themselves to see
whether they have a weakness
for gossip, and if they find
they do let them keep a spe-
ecial watch over their tongue.
W 8/15 8

Saturday, May 5

Go . .., baptizing them in
the name . . . of the San.
—Matt. 28:19, NW.

To be baptized in the Son’s
name is in reecognition and ap-
preciation of the authority
that he exercises by Jehovah’s
appointment as “Ieader and
commander to the peoics,
King of kings and FLord ef
lords. “His name shall be
called Wonderful, Counsellor,
Mighty God, Everlasting Fa-
ther, Prince of Peace.” The
salvation for which we hope
and in which we trust and
for which he eventually offici-
ates in our behalf in priestly
office is dependent upon him
as Jehovah’s great provision.
Yes, dedication to Jehovah is
not without recognition of the
Son but is in appreciation of
the faet that our relation-
ship to God is through the
Son, and we confess his lord-
ship to the glory of God. Not
getting wet with water, but
the sacrifice of Christ is the
basis of our salvation and for-
giveness of sins. So we gladly
recognize the ofﬁce ot’ authori-
ty, even the “name” of the
Son. W 7/1 12, 13a



Sunday, May 6

In no way are we giving any
cause for stumbling, that our
ministry might not be found
fault with.—2 Cor. 6:3, NW.

How do we view our Chris-
tian ministry? As something to
be attended to just when we
have a few minutes to spare
from other matters of this
life, its amusements, ambi-
tions and careers? No, not in
that way. If we would avoid
loss of integrity we must take
our commission as preachers
of the Kingdom in all serious-
ness. And this we will do if
we have genuine love for
God and our neighbor, Love
for God will cast out fear of
puny humans and condemned
demons. Love for our neigh-
bors will rivet us to the post
of duty, giving warning of
danger and directions for es-
cape from destruction. So cul-
tivate love. Be loving, consid-
erate and merciful in all your
dealings. Your relationship to-
ward your brother must be so
adjusted that it will be truly
beneficial to him, not stumble
him. W 4/15 5, 4a

Monday, May 7

We ezhort you, brothers, ad-
monish the disorderly, speak
comfortingly to the depressed
souls, support the wecak, be
long-suffering toward all.
—1 Thess. 5: 14, NW.

For one to become a spirit-
ual man requires time. If he
is a person of the world, he
must first study. It may take
six months or a year of home
Bible studies before such a
person of good will is able
to understand and appreciate
what Jehovah’s purposes are,
but in time any person who is
sincere and who has a sheep-

like disposition will see that
the instruction set forth in
God’s Word is of greatest val-
ue, and it will not be long
until he will be becoming
spiritually-minded. All the
“other sheep” who have dedi-
cated themselves to God have
become spiritually-minded just
like the anointed remnant.
They have become spiritually-
mmded through the interchange
of faith, through communicat-
ing to one another about the
things they believe. Those who
are truly spiritually-minded
can help weaker ones in the
organization as well as com-
fort those who may be de-
pressed. W 1/1 13a

Tuesday, May 8

Yet a little while, and the

wicked shall not be: yea, thou

shalt diligently consider his

place, and he shall not be.
—Ps. 37:10, AS.

Intelligent and honest-hearted
ones learn where their place is
in Jehovah’s sight. Does God
have laws of nature to bind
them in a_certain place? Is
man forced to stay in his
place? Do the Scriptures teill
us where man’s place is and
how to get into it and stay
in it? There is a relationship
possible between man and his
Creator and man’s getting into
this relationship means a se-
cure place for him with pro-
tection. Said David: ‘“Thou
art my hiding-place; thou
wilt preserve me from trouble.”
Man expressing himself as ree-
ognizing his dependence upon
Jehovah, God answers by show-
ing him exactly what arrange-
ments he has made to put man
in his place and for him to
keep his place. “I will instruct
thee and teach thee in the wa
which thou shalt go: I will
counsel thee with mine eye
upon thee,”—Ps. 32:17, 8, AS.
W 5/1 15



Wednesday, May 9

He that does not love has not
come to know God, because
God i3 love—I1John 4:8, NW.

To love is a wholesome, up-
lifting, enriching and inspiring
thing. The loving of God is the
most sublime experience. It
primarily is the thing that
moves us to accept and act
upon the divine terms for ever-
lasting salvation in this time
of man’s ecrisis, for then our
effort to gain life in the new
world is not a purely selfish
effort. Really to benefit our-
selves and to glorify God we
must respond to God's love
and obey his two great com-
mandments. The great mass
of humanity will refuse to do
so and will simply perish at
Armageddon. They have no
love for *“Christ’s brothers”
nor for his “other sheep.” And
having no love for these, they
really have no love for Christ
nor for Jehovah. “He who does
not love his brother, whom
he has seen, cannot be loving
God, whom he has not seen.”
W 1/15 33

Thursday, May 10

Clothe yourselves with love,
for it is a perfect bond of
union.—Col. 8:14, NW.

Above all, a common love
for Jehovah will unite families.
It is now uniting hundreds of
thousands from many nations,
races, colors, languages and
cultural backgrounds. If it can
unite thousands upon thou-
sands from many nations and
races it should not be hard
for it to preserve unbroken
the family circle. It is doing
this for tens of thousands of
families in many lands, weld-
ing them together by their
discussing God’s Word, study-
ing it together, attending con-

gregational meetings as a
group, and worshiping to-
gether in field service. Devo-
tion to Jehovah cements them
in a firm unity and harmony.
Theocratic conduct within the
family circle keeps that circle
unbroken. Apply the Serip-
tural counsel for forgiveness,
peace, love, spirituality, sub-
jection, obedience and forbear-
ance in the family circle. Work
at it whole-souled as to Jeho-
vah, Then you will receive a
reward from him, if not from
appreciative family members.
W 4}/1 23,25

Friday, May 11

Have faith in God.—Mark
11:22, NW.

Our faith should be in Je-
hovah rather than in men., If
we remember that our dedica-
tion is to him we shall never
be stumbled by what others
do. Each one stands or falls
before his own master; there-
fore we will not be offended
because of seeming slights
or oversights at congregation
meetings. If we are mature in
our faith we shall have the
proper Christian attitude to-
ward our brothers at all times.
When we have maturity in
our outlook we shall always
be constant in our disposition
and dealings with others, even
if they vary and change. We
know our brothers love God
or they would not be serving
him. For that reason we
should have confidence and
trust in them as they prove
themselves faithful to Jehovah.
‘We should love them for their
faith and service and overlook
personal differences. Such close
unity and devotion are vital
when we are under persecu-
tion. It is a part of making
the mind over. Yes, faith, like
love, will help us to overlook
i%consequential things. W 6/1



Saturday, May 12

The man who plows ought to

plow in hope and the man who

threshes ought to do so in hope.
—1 Cor. 9:10, NW.

Jehovah dees not want man
deprived of the fruits of his la-
bor. ‘“The hard-working {armer
must be the first to partake
of the fruits.” Even the oxen
were to partake of the fruits
of their labor. But are the
oxen the primary concern? If
Jehovah safeguards the in-
terests of the working brute,
how much more so will he
champion the welfare of work-
ing men! Paul is not here
nullifying the divine rule of
consideration for oxen, but by
a forceful rhetorical construc-
tion he is showing that in
comparison with men, oxen
are as nothing, and if the
humane principle applies to
oxen it applies with incom-
parably greater force to man-
kind, and especially to those
laboring in Jehovah’s service
and sowing spiritual things
in the interests of others. W
8/15

Sunday, May 18

You must accordingly be com-
plete, as your heavenly Father
is complete.—Matt. 5: 48, NW.

The spirit of giving origi-
nates with Jehovah, Out of
himself he has given all created
things and out of his boundless
love he continually renews the
surface of the earth. Truly
generous giving is prompted
by love and, on the part of
mankind, by a sincere appre-
ciaticn w1th no thought of
reward. It is done either spon-
taneously out of an overflow-
ing heart or out of loving
consideration for the one to
whom the gift is made. Chris-

tians recognize the responsi-
bility of giving, but to them
it is no painful duty but a
blessed privilege that they
earnestly seck to cultivate in
order to become more Godlike
and more positive in their
manifestations of love toward
Jehovah and their brothers in
the New World society. Being
voluntary members of the fam-
ily, they rccognize that sup-
port of the organization must
be voluntary, given out of a
full and appreciative heart
for all God’s goodness. W 3/1

1,

Monday, May 14

Bless Jehovah, O my soul, and
forget not all his benefits.—Ps.
103: 2, AS.

If we feel the urge to com-
plain about things, let us ex-
amine our motives and not
leave Jehovah out of the trans-
action, as did the erying
Israelites. There is abundant
proof that Jehovah knows
where he is leading us and
just how to run his organiza-
tion. These who stick to it
and keep its instructions faith-
fully are going to be a very
happy and contented people.

With this viewpoint we can
keep in mind the wonderful
things God has accomplished
on behalf of his people in
times past. We shall not for-
get what he is doing for us
today and the bright future
prospects that are ours. Keep-
ing these happifying thoughts
in mind, we are determined to
maintain our integrity faith-
fully and, in view of all that
has happened in the past, we
conclude that, of all people, we
have no cause to complain,
Rather, let us Kkeep uncom-
plaining and be happy, reflect-
ing a “happy God,” as did
Christ Jesus. W 3/1 19



Tuesday, May 15
Love builds up.—1 Cor.
8:1, NW.

There are so many little
ways in which we have the
opportunity to edify one an-
other. We must shun the
worldly attitude, which is
gruff, rough and critical. All
of us have some gifts that we
have cultivated for the im-
provement of our ministry. We
can use these to demonstrate
our love for our brothers. Per-
haps we can help our brothers
to prepare and assist them to
make comments in the weekly
study of The Waichtower and
in other congregation meetings.
We have the opportunity also
to aid our young brothers or
those with language difficulties
to prepare student assignments
in the theocratic ministry
school. All need three- to
eight-minute sermons for pres-
entation in the homes. Would
it not be a loving expression
toward our brothers to give
them this assistance, which
would be certain to make them
happy? And we do want to see
our congregation prosper, do
we not? W 3/15 10a

Wednesday, May 16

God did not hold back from

punishing the angels that

sinned, but, by throwing them

into Tartarus, delivered them

to pits of dense darkness to be

reserved for judgment.—2 Pet.
2:4 NW.

For their disobedience these
have been sentenced to death
with Satan. However, their
sentence was not executed upon
them even at the Flood. In
the meantime they have been
penalized with having to dwell
in Tartarus, which, in the
Bible, means an abased condi-

tion, deprived of privileges of
service rather than a position
or a place, and where they are
held under dense darkness. It
is a spiritnal darkness rather
than a literal one, with no
light of truth and revelation
and favor from God. That is
why their messages through
mediums give no explanation
of the Bible and throw mno
light on Bible prophecies. So,
being in pits of dense darkness
does not mean that their oper-
ations in connection with
humankind are restricted to
gséances in_ the dark with
mediums, They can perform
through human agents also in
the daylight. W 10/1 3-7

Thursday, May 17

Every day in the temple and
from house to house they con-
tinued without letup teaching
and declaring the good news.
~—Acts 5: 42, NW.

We have faith in the way
of preaching used by Christ
and his apostles. We are not
too lazy to follow it nor are
we afraid to do it because it
is the unsafe way, exposing us
to rldlcule, abuse, violent op-
position and religious persecu-
tion. Instead of appeahng to
the sword of the state,”” we
wield the “sword of the SPll‘lt
that is, the word of God,’
let it do the convertmg We
use the direct, practieal, thor-
ough method of Bible educa-
tion, glvmg the people home
mstructlon, private, personal,
individual instruetion in God’s
Word, leaving literature con-
taining printed Bible sermons
with the people called upon,
then returning later to answer
Bible questions and to start
home Bible studies. This is
the aggressive, sensible way
that rescues many individuals
from the swelling tide of pa-
ganism. W 10/15 17



Friday, May 18

I preached . . . not with per-
suasive words of wisdom but
with a demonstration of spirit
and power.—~1 Cor. 2: 4, NW,

“Intensely occupied with the
word, witnessing to the Jews
to prove that Jesus is the
Christ,” Paul stayed in Cor-
inth altogether a year and a
half. When he finally left Cor-
inth he left behind the fruitage
of his labors, a Christian con-
gregation that was a letter
of recommendation, insecribed
“with spirit of the living God,”
for it was done by the spirit
of God working through Paul.
God’s spirit in Paul wrote the
readable words of that congre-
gation letter, being written on
warm, loving “fleshly tablets,
on hearts.” Those hearts were
something to read, for they
told of love first to God, of
faith exercised for righteous-
ness and of mouths moved to
make public declaration for
salvation., For anyone to pro-
duce such a living, speaking
letter of recommendation of
its writer his being adequately
qualified by God was most
certainly required. W 11/1
25, 26a

Saturday, May 19

He proceeded to write in the
name of King Ahasuerus and
do the sealing with the king's
signet ring.—Hsther
8:10, NW.

In the face of that uniform
stamp the governors of all of
Persia’s provinces and also
the Jews recognized the bind-
ing force of those written doc-
uments and they acted as in-
structed in them. So let no
one undervalue the power of
a properly stamped letter; the
stamp gives it weight and
authority. What else the letter

may say or whom else the
same letter may appoint to a
different service does not take
away from that servant’s spe-
cial position. So stamped ap-
pointment letters are used by
the Society, and all congrega-
tions of Jehovah’s witnesses
recognize the stamp and accept
the appointment. Who, then,
has a right to question the
power of the ordination or ap-
pointment? You may be sure
that all such special servants
put in office by these stamped
letters the Society’s governing
body keeps its hands om, not
literally, but to back them up,
support them or to remove
them in the general interests
of the work. W 11/1 20, 21a

Sunday, May 20

Set a mark upon the foreheads

of the men who sigh and cry

for all the abominations that
are done—HBzek. 9: 4, AT,

Today there is a tremendous
work to be done, that of de-
claring the Kingdom message
and sounding the warning of
Babylon’s doom and the im-
perative need to flee now. But
does that complete our com-
mission? No, there is a further
work to be done in behalf of
those who sigh and ery over
the abominations committed in
Christendom and who are
ready to heed the warning mes-
sage. Generally these know
little or nothing of the funda-
mental truths of God’s Word,
nor of Jehovah’s theocratic
organization, Zion, as the place
to which they must flee for
protection. We must therefore
aid these people, not only to
get a knowledge of the truth
but also to appreciate what
they should do about if, name-
ly, come up over the highway
leading from Babylon to Zion.
Can we say now that we have
fulfilled our commission in be-
half of these? W 2/1 8



Monday, May 21

No one has left house or broth-
ers or sisters or mother or
father or children or fields for
my sake and for the sake of the
ood news who will not get a
%undredfold now in this period
of time~—~Mark 10:29,
30, N

Do you think that you have
lost a family because of the
truth? If so, just look and
see your new brothers and
sisters of the New World so-
ciety united with you in Jeho-
vah’s service, in fulfillment of
Jesus’ promise. And it is not
just those in your local con-
gregation. No, but there are
bundreds of thousands of them
all over the earth, ready to
receive you with open arms,
open doors, and, above all,
with open hearts. And this
great theocratic family circle
will not be broken by nagging,
by fighting, by rebellion or by
godlessness, for it is a family
united under Jehovah and his
King Christ Jesus, and every
member in it is intent upon
maintaining unending theo-
cratic conduet within this joy-
ous family circle! May Jeho-
vah help us to do so always!
W 4/1 16a

Tuesday, May 22

He who wutters slander is a
fool.—Prov, 10: 18, RS.

Most gossip is slanderous.
Any truth once present is soon
magnified till the bulk of the
tale is lies. F'riends begin to
shy away from the one being
slandered, and Jehovah’s ha-
tred comes upon the gossiper
“who sows discord among
brothers” in the congregation.
Often gossip is not malicious
and no harm is intended, but
harm follows nonetheless. If
you accidentally kill a man he
is just as dead as if you meant
to do it. If you spread lies

thinking them truths, they are
still lies and you are lying.
You may try to shift the blame
to another, saying he told the
tale to you. But according to
the libel laws if one repeats a
lie in print he is guilty, regard-
less of who started it or whem
he was quoting. After all, if
only the originator of a rumor
uttered it the rumor would
never get very far or do much
damage. Does not Jehovah
hold responsible those today
who repeat the religious lies
started many centuries ago?
He also holds accountable the
gossipers who either start or
spread lies. W 8/15 11

Wednesday, May 238

“It is an old man coming up,
and he has himself covered
with a sleeveless coat.” At that
Saul recognized that it was
“Samuel.”’—1 Sam.
28:14 NW.

The case of King Saul and the
medium is no unsolved prob-
lem. The spirit that tricked
the medium into practicing her
unlawful business also caused
the medinm to see a god com-
ing out of the earth and
tricked her and also Saul by
counterfeiting Samuel’s former
living appearance. That in-
visible spirit working through
the medium knew how Samuel
dressed in life and what he
had said to disobedient King
Saul and how he had refused
to see King Saul any more
and what he looked like at
his death. So the spirit could
easily counterfeit all that, and
he did. The spirit knew that
God was against Saul and that
Saul had displeased Jehovah
further by consulting a spirit
medium and was condemned
to death for that and would
not be helped by Jehovah in
battle. So the spirit could
reasonably predict defeat for
Saul and death to him and his
sons. W 9/15 15



Thursday, May 24

Not by might, nor by power,
but by my Spirit, saith Jeho-
vah.—Zech. 4: 6, AS.

Because Jesus called it “good
news” let no one think that it
does not take courage and
faith in God to preach it. It
docs. Why? Because the world
is no friend to God’s kingdom,
neither are Jehovah and Christ
friends to this world. Revela-
tion 12:5 (NW) shows that
God’s kingdom “ig destined to
shepherd all the nations with
an iron rod,” which iron rod
is for dashing the nations of
this world to pieces. It is no
wonder that since 1914 the
nations have raged in two
world wars, have meditated
vain things, such as the United
Nations, and have taken coun-
gsel against Jehovah and his
King. Hence, when a true
Christian comes preaching the
only really good news he comes
as a publisher of a kingdom
that is prophesied to destroy
the nations of this world. This
fact makes the preaching a
work calling for courage that
graly God can supply. W 10/15

Friday, May 25

I am grateful to Christ Jesus
our Lord, who delegated power
to me, because he considered
me trustworthy by assigning
me to a ministry.—1 Tim.
1:12, NW.

Np man can adequately
qualify himself or qualify an-
other as God’s minister. But
what we cannot do, God can
do. Christ’s sacrifice allowed
God to forgive sin. So Jesus
stopped Saul the persecutor
by blinding him and sent him
into the city of Damascus to
await the coming of a Chris-
tian whom Saul had been bent
on persecuting. When this
Ananias came to Saul he ex-

plained how God was ade-
quately qualifying Saul for
the ministry. Saul ‘recovered
his sight, rose, was baptized
and filled with holy spirit.’
He washed his sing away in
the cleansing blood of Christ
by calling upon Jehovah who
had covenanted to forgive sins
and remember iniquitics no
more. Saul, now baptized, for-
given and filled with holy
spirit, felt adequately qualified
and sent by God. Hence he at
once took up the ministry for
which he had been made fit.
W 11/14,6,7

Saturday, May 26

The priests were unable to
enter into the house of Jeko-
vah because Jchovah's glory
had filled the house of Jeho-
vah.—2 Chron. 7: 2, NW,

By the Ark in the innermost
room and by the glory cloud
that filled the sacred place,
Jekovah’s presence was visibly
symbolized. Then Solomon ac-
knowledged Jehovah's faithful-
ness and blessed all the people
present there at the temple.
Standing now before the great
altar upon which were laid
animal saerifices to God, Solo-
mon offered a long prayer,
making petition also in behalf
of future worshipers from for-
eign lands. Jehovah then gave
striking evidence that he had
heard Solomon’s prayer. The
fire from heaven that kindled
the wood on the new altar and
that consumed the sacrifices
on it showed that Jehovah
had accepted the temple and
its altar. It showed he ap-
proved of the transfer of his
worship from the old taber-
nacle to this sacred palace on
Mount Moriah. He was now
present in this temple. W
11715 17, 8



Sunday, May 27

By him we have life and move
and exist.—Acts 17:28, NW.

The God Source who created
all things is not just abstract
energy or force left to operate
by mere chance. Rather it is
Absolute Intelligence itself, the
Great Personage, the Commu-
nicative One, the Greatest
Personality with qualities of
infinite love, wisdom, justice
and power, and ever existing
in a perfect state of happiness.
He is always at the zenith of
power to bless and make hap-
py. He is the Rock of Absolute
Security. For his good pleas-
ure he created intelligent spirit
creatures in heaven to live
happy, loving, purposeful lives.
For his equal delight God
created perfect man on earth
in his affectionate image to
live an endless life of happi-
ness and purpose. So toward
this One of infinite love there
exists a natural line of ven-
erating attachment on the part
of all intelligent -creatures.
Yes, we have a basic need
and desire to maintain com-
munication with our very
Source of life.—Isa. 42:5. W
5/15 8

Monday, May 28

He shall not be afraid of evil
tidings: his heart is fized,
trusting in Jehovah.—Ps.
112: 7, AS.

Do you find any others on
earth who have such delight
and satisfaction of living as
Jehovah’s witnesses have in
serving the Sovereign Ruler of
the universe? No wonder it
is_true that not one of these
will be afraid of evil tidings.
The reason is that their heart
is fixed and they do trust in
the living God. As children of
Zion, they, to the extent of

their capacity, rejoice in Jeho-
vah and his enthroned and un-
conquerable King, Christ Je-
sus. The clergy with all their
threats, their mob action—the
rulers with all their bans and
restrictions against “freeness
of speech,” their taking away
and destroying the printed
material Jehovah’s witnesses
use to enlighten others with
Bible truths—mnone of these
things frighten them. Con-
scious is each of them that
“the desire of the wicked shall
perish.” Jehovah’s witnesses
earth-wide courageously work
on! Unitedly, as onc man, let
us_continne to announce Jeho-
vah's kingdom. W 1/1 13b

Tuesday, May 29

He [Saul] recovered sight, and
he rose and was baptized.
—Acts 9:18, NW,

When John dipped Jesus
beneath Jordan’s waters Jesus
was not there forgiven in-
herited sin or deliberate sin,
because he had neither. He
was not inducted into the body
of Christ because he became
Christ, the Head of his body.
He was buried beneath the
water and raised from it,
buried to his previous course
and raised to the doing of his
Father’s will. Likewise for us,
after we have made a personal
dedication to Jchovah, the im-
mersion performed by a Chris-
tian of like faith is an initial
act of obedience on our part,
obedience to the will of God
in accordance with his wishes
as expressed by Christ who
himself had baptism performed
upon his followers and who
commanded that it be con-
tinued. Following Jesus’ ascen-
sion to heaven, baptism was
performed upon Christian con-
verts such as Saul who became
the apostle Paul. W 7/1 13, 14



Wednesday, May 30

Really, woe is me if I did not
declare the good news!—1 Cor,
9:16, NW.

Among Jehovah’s witnesses
the preaching is not confined
to that by capable speakers
from the platform but every
baptized member is encouraged,
aided and trained to become
a preaching witness, able to go
alone from house to house and
preach introductory sermons of
some minutes’ length and also
to make return visits and give
still longer sermons to show
the value of Bible study.
Everyone is a preaching minis-
ter and none can escape his
responsibility to preach in obe-
dience to Christ’s command.
Each is keenly conscious of
Jesus’ prophecy at Matthew
24:14, and each one feels
with Paul when he exclaimed
as above. Each one knows it
is vital, not only to the salva-
tion of others, but also to his
own salvation to preach pub-
licly, for ‘while it is with the
heart that one exercises faith
for righteousness, it is with
the mouth that one makes pub-
lic declaration for salvation.’
W 10/15 21, 22

Thursday, May 31

The word of Jehovah came
unto me, saying, Before 1
formed thee in the belly I
knew thee; and before thou
camest forth out of the womb
I hallowed thee, I appointed
[ordained, AV] thce e prophet
unto the nations. . . . thou
shalt go to whomsoever I shall
send thee—Jer, 1:}, 5, 7, Da.

That it is God who ordains
or appoints a person to be his
minister was typified in the
case of Jeremiah, who was a

minister of the old law cove-
nant. Being of the priestly
family of Aaron, Jeremiah was
automatically in line to be a
priest at the temple in Jeru-
salem. But to be more than
a priest, namely, a prophet
who would prophesy with re-
spect to all nations, Jeremiah
needed more than to be born
as the son of Hilkiah the
priest. No man could make him
such a prophet. God, who in-
spires prophecy, was therefore
the One to ordain or appoint
him as prophet, to qualify him
adequately. Jeremiah points to
his ordination or appointment
from God in the above words.
W 11/1 1a

Friday, June 1

You must not eat the blood
of any sort of flesh, because
the soul of every sort of flesh
is its blood. Anyone eating it
will be cut off —Lev.
17: 14, NW.

Blood flowing freely and ful-
ly within your body’s blood
vessels means your life as a
human soul. Jehovah tells us
how important our blood sup-
ply is, saying: “The soul of
every sort of flesh is its blood
by the soul in it.” We can
therefore see the reasonable-
ness of his command for us
not to take the blood of other
people into our system. Be-
cause blood has life value, God
justly accepted the blood of
a proper victim as an atoning
sacrifice or a repurchasing
price for the life that mankind
had lost as a penalty for sin.
Even as God was pleased to
accept the lifeblood of a proper
vietim in payment for the life
of another, so God is perfectly
just in demanding that the
life of a person who had been
undeservedly killed should be
offset or counterbalanced by
taking the life of the killer.
W 12/12



Saturday, June 2

Return unto me, and I will
return unto you, saith Jehovah
of hosts. But ye say, Wherein
shall we return?—Mal.
3:7%, AR.

The terms of their covenant
required that the Israelites
offer only sound animals, But
they were offering blind, lame,
sick and lean animals and
their priests were accepting
such for Jehovah’s altar. His
altar is as a table and the
gacrifices offered on it are as
food to him. In view of this
both the people and the priests
were showing contempt for his
temple table; they were offer-
ing polluted food upon it and
thus cheating God, robbing
him. Instead of giving his
name glory they were despis-
ing it. When they were thus
cheating God and the careless
priests gave the impression
that he did not mind, how
could they rightly expect to re-
ceive the blessings gromised in
the covenant to only faithful,
appreciative worshipers of Je-
hovah? This same principle
applies to all dedicated serv-
ants of Jehovah today. Only
faithfulness will be rewarded
with prosperity. W 12/15 8

Sunday, June 8

Because of the increasing of

lawlessness the love of the

greater number will cool off.
—Matt. 24: 12, NW.

Since God’s love has come
to the rescue in man’s crisis,
we see the importance of love.
To live we must love. Adam
and Eve found that out when
they unlovingly sinned against
their God and Creator and
had to die for failure to love
him. Humankind today must
find that out, but not at Arma-
geddon when it is too late as
in the case of Adam and Eve.

All of us today are feeling the
bitter consequences of their
failure to love—to love God
and to love each other. But an
increasing number of people
today are finding it out now
and they are learning to de-
velop and exercise the required
love. Living as we are today
in the awful “time of the end”
and now so near its close we
are in great danger of suc-
cumbing to selfishness and in-
sane hatred. Jesus warned of
this at Matthew 24:12, To
cease to love means death. If
we do not want to die, we
must love. W 1/15 30

Monday, June 4

Thou openest thy hand, and
satisfiest the desire of every
living thing.—Ps. 1}5: 16, AS.

Since Jehovah has created
man in his image, everyone
wants to be happy. Christians
have ever so much more to
be happy for than mankind in
general. There is every reason
for us always to look at the
bright side of things. We alone
have the good news that brings
genuine joy. Serving God faith-
fully ensures happiness now
and everlastingly. For a mul-
titude of people of good will
toward God it will result in
everlasting life on earth with
cndless blessings. We can be
very glad for Jehovah’s good-
ness. He is calling together in
his worship people who are
happy individuals, a people
who are friendly and anxious
to have others join with them
in their happiness. Their con-
versation is edifying ; they rec-
ommend and teach to others
the kingdom of God, which
will leave nothing wanting.
In gratitude we observe that
“there is more happiness in
giving than there is in re-
ceiving.”—Acts 20:35, NW.
W 8/151,2a



Tuesday, June §

The overscer should therefore
be . . . a man presiding over
his own houschold in a right
manner, having children in
subjection with all seriousness.
—1 Tim. 8:2, }, NW

If parents are dedicated
gservants of Jehovah, the par-
ents will endeavor to teach
their children, using patience
and tact. They must present
the truth in a way that their
children can grasp it, and also
bring their children to the
congregational meetings with
them. Parents are obligated to
have their children in subjec-
tion and under control, and
if a family head cannot do
this he is unfit to be a special
servant in the Christian cou-
gregation. Just as scrvants in
the congregation perform their
duties lovingly and tactfully,
so the parents must exercise
their parental authority with
a firmness that is tempered by
love and tact. If only one
parent is in the truth, then
that one must instruct the
children to the extent possible,
and thereby hope to save the
children. W 4}/1 7a

Wednesday, June 6

He must write in a book for
himself a copy of this law
. . . and he must read in it
all the days of his life, in
order that he may lcarn to fear
Jchovah.—Dcut. 17: 18,
19, NW.

The foregoing instructions
to kings bring home to us
the importance of prayerfully
considering a portion of God’s
Word every day, even if it is
only the daily text and its
comments. That will guard us
against losing our apprecia-
tion and fear of Jehovah. It
will keep us humble, always
reminded of our own limita-
tions and our complete depend-

ence upon God for everything.
Humility will also deter us
from trying to go alone. The
gift of knowledge of God’s pur-
poses reached us through his
“slave” organization, and we
may go on rejoicing in the
steadily increasing light of
truth only as we humbly throw
in our lot with his name-
people, assembling with them
and deriving from their com-
panionship the courage and
fearlessness in preaching that
has rendered them notable
ihl;zoughout the world. W }/15
, 28

Thursday, June 7

We have a fight, not against

blood and flesh, but against . . .

the wicked spirit forces in the
heauerélylzg)laces.—Eph.

Not that spiritualists do
not get in touch with an un-
seen, spirit realm. Not that
they do not have authentic
phenomena, such as messages
received from the invisible,
disclosures of knowledge mnot
gained by ordinary means, and
the shaping of ectoplasm from
the bodies of mediums into
human forms. Admittedly such
experiences and observed phe-
nomena are a proof of some-
thing. Of what? Of an invisi-
ble realm with intelligent
spirit creatures, but decidedly
not of “survival after death”
or of communication between
the dead and the living. In
this respect spiritualism is
a case of mistaken identity,
that is, spiritualists mistake
the identity of the ones in the
spirit realm with whom they
communicate. They think these
are human souls once alive on
earth but now departed. For
their own purposes the spirits
do not reveal their true identi-
ty but assume an identity that
is not theirs. Who are they?
They are demons or devils. W
9/15 9, 10



Friday, June 8

The overseer should therefore

be irreprehensible, . . . moder-

ate in habits, . . . qualified to
teach.—1 Tim. 8:2, NW.

Many have positions of re-
sponsibilities and all have posi-
tions of service in connection
with the New World society.
In order to keep our place
there we must be diligent to
follow the counsel God gives
us. Those who have positions
of responsibilities and are spe-
cial representatives of the New
World society should strive to
carry out all the counsel men-
tioned above by Paul as well
as the counsel given through-
out the entire Bible. Jehovah
caused it to be recorded and
preserved for the very purpose
of aiding us to get into our
proper place in whatever posi-
tion we serve. Let no one try
to evade the duties that come
upon him, thus trying to step
out of his place, but let each
one be eager to accept the re-
sponsibilities and diligent to
carry them out. W §/1 21

Saturday, June 9

God 4s dealing with you as

with sons. For what son is he

that @ father docs not disci-
plinef—Heb, 12:7%, NW.

Discipline puts to proof our
faith. We need confidence in
God’s organization and the ac-
tions taken through the con-
gregations. In order to keep
the standard of pure worship
high the leaven of unrighteous-
ness must be purged out. If we
are corrected for error or
wrongdoing and discipline is
administered, we should be
grateful for the reproof and
thereby show faith in the chas-
tisement received. Perhaps a
friend has been disfellow-
shiped. We know that discipline

never hurts a righteously dis-
posed person. What is impor-
tant is reacting to the correc-
tion with the proper spirit.
That is what counts in the
sight of God and the brothers.
We should not belittle the dis-
cipline from Jehovah nor give
out when corrected by him, for
remember, the purpose of it is
to bring forth the peaceable
fruit of righteousness. This,
however, cannot be done if we
resist the spirit of God and
the action of his organization.
W 6/1 19, 20

Sunday, June 10

If the readiness is there first,

it is especially acceptable ac-

eording to what a person has.
—2 Cor. 8:12, NW.

Material giving is an impor-
tant part of the Christian’s
outlook and is received with
thanks to God. While chari-
table works of preaching are
the minister's first concern,
still some effort at support of
the organization by charitable
gifts, however small, is essen-
tial to the spiritual health and
maturity of the Christian.
How is this so? Consider the
spiritual gifts for a moment.
Take, for example, the gift of
the minister who is able to
spend only one hour a month
in preaching the good news
from house to house. Certainly
this contribution to the ad-
vancement of the Kingdom,
though small, is not rejected, is
it? And if the brother is un-
able to do more than that in a
month, no one views his effort
as ‘pulling down the average,’
does he? Well, the same is true
regarding the matter of mak-
ing material contributions to
support the work, W 8/1 29



Monday, June 11

I know that there i3 nothing
better for them than to be
happy and cnjoy themselves as
long as they live; also that it
is God's gift to man that every
one should eat and drink and
take pleasure in all his toil.
—Eeccl. 3: 12, 13, RS.

To be happy we need to
work. True, we need some rest,
a change for mind and body to
mend frayed nerves and recu-
perate physical strength. The
sabbath arrangement of the
Mosaic law provided for such
a relaxing change after a pe-
riod of hard work. Vacations
are invaluable for renewing
strength. But when physical,
mental and nervous energies
have been restored by an en-
joyable vacation, the vacation
has served its purpose. We
have been made strong again
for activity and we are ready
to go to work. To continue the
vacation beyond this point is
to enter a period of boredom
and restlessness and to court
the demoralizing dangers of
idleness. We want to get back
to work. We miss the joy and
satisfaction that come from
useful employment, W 8/1 9

Tuesday, June 12

All things, thercfore, that you
want men to do to you, you
also must likewise do to them;
this, in fact, is what the Law
and the Prophets mean.
—Matt. 7:12, NW.

If one has been spreading
lies unknowingly he is not as
reprehensible as the deliberate
liar, but neither is he guiltiess.
If he is truly sorry he will
certainly be cautious about re-
%eating tales in the future.

ut this caution is not char-
acteristic of lovers of gossip.

One would think they would
remember how often their past
gossip proved false, and hence
one would expect them to be
far more cautious in the fu-
ture. But they seldom are. If
they bother to give their past
lies a thought, it is to justify
them. They deny that they ever
said it, or say they only re-
peated what someone else said,
or they hide the first lie by
telling another ome. If gossip-
ers would look behind them at
the harm their lies had done
they might not look ahead
with such zeal for more tongue
wagging. Clearly they do not
do to others as they would have
others do to them, W 8/15 12

Wednesday, June 18

The Lord whom ye seek will
suddenly come to his temple.
—Mal. 8: 1, Da.

The Lord who suddenly
comes to his temple is Jehovah
God bimself. He is The A.don’
or The Master to whom the
temple belongs and whose
name is on it and who comes
to the place where he is sup-
posed to be worshiped. But
when he comes this time he
comes, not alone, but accompa-
nied by “the Angel of the
covenant.” Because of the se-
verity of the judgment that
would take place, Jehovah
promised that he would merci-
fully send his messenger and
this one would prepare the
way before him. If conditions
were not prepared among his
temple worshipers before his
arrival at the temple, then the
entire nation would be in
danger of being wiped out,
as Sodom and Gomorrah were.
‘While this prophecy was not
fulfilled upon Zerubbabel’s
temple a fulfillment of it did
come upon the temple of
Herod, with a special fore-
shadowing of events of our
own day. W 11/15 13, 14



Thursday, June 14

They [Paul and Barnabas]
appointed older men to office
for them in the congregation
and, offering prayer with fast-
ings, they committed them to
Jehovah.—Acts 14: 23, NW.

The apostle Paul, when as-
signing the appointive power
to young Timothy, said: “Let
no man ever look down on
your youth. . Never lay
your hands hastily upon any
man.” (1 Tim., 4:12; §5:22,
NW) So appointments of spe-
cial servants within the New
World society must be made,
not democratically, but theo-
cratically, by the governing
body or by acting representa-
tives of the governing body in
other lands. However, the ap-
pointment of these special
ministerial servants or over-
seers within the congregation
does not mean that a separate
clergy class is being created
and all the rest of the congre-
gation are not ministers ad-
equately qualified by God. All
of us retain our adequate
qualification from God so long
a8 we study and faithfully
serve Jehovah as his witnesses.
W 11/1 15, 16a

Friday, June 15

And to the sons of Levt, look!

I have given every tenth part

in Israel as an inheritance in

return for their service.—Num.
18:21, NW.

What is the tithe that must
be brought into the storehouse
of Jehovah’s spiritual temple
by his people today? It is the
proof that we have dedicated
our gll to Jehovah through
Christ, and this proof we must
give year after year. This reg-
ular contribution that we give
in token of the fact that we

have given all that we are and
have to the Most High—this
is our antitypical tithe. Re-
member that the purpose of
the Israelite tithe was to sup-
port Jehovah’s temple and its
service by his chosen priests
and Levites. So our antitypi-
cal tithe is the support that
we give directly to Jehovah’s
temple service. We may bring
this antitypical tithe into the
storehouse of Jehovah's spirit-
ual temple in two ways: by
making material gifts and by
personally participating direct-
ly in temple worship and_pro-
moting it. W 12/15 23, 25 26

Saturday, June 16

Jehovah maketh the land emp-
ty, and maketh it waste, and
turneth it upside down, and
scattereth abroad its inhabit-
ants.—Isa. 24: 1, Da.

Was the land of Judah and
Jerusalem turned right side up
by being turned upside down?
No! For Jerusalem and its
temple were destroyed, the
Iand of Judah was wrecked
and completely depopulated,
not even domestic animals
being left there. That was not
the right condition of tbe land
of Judah. God had given it to
hig chosen people to be inhabit-
ed. Therefore after letting it
lie desolate and enjoy its sab-
baths he brought back a faith-
ful remnant of his people from
Babylon that Jerusalem might
be rebuilt and her temple re-
stored and the land repopu-
lated. A land was born in that
day and was in its right con-
dition, like a bowl right side
up, filled with inhabitants who
praised and worshiped Jeho-
vah. In this we see a prophetic
picture of how Jehovah will
preserve and deliver a faithful
remnant of people to survive
Armageddon. W 12/1 8



Sunday, June 17

Although you ought to be
teachers in view of the time,
you again need someonc to
teach you from the beginning
the first principles of the
[word] of God.—Hcb.
5:12, NW.

Paul wanted these Hebrew
Christians to advance and to
use their perceptive powers.
In view of the time they were
in the truth they should have
been teachers, but they did
not want to express themselves
for the enriching of others.
But every dedicated Christian
should want to grow up and
make advancement in the New
World society. When one gains
knowledge of Jehovah’s pur-
poses it should fill him with
vigor and give him vitality.
Energized, he should want to
belp others to gain the same
valuable information he has.
Therefore he should show an
aptness to teach, giving out
accurate knowledge so that
others, too, can lay hold on
instruction. When he really
grows to love his brothers he
will want to make a public
declaration in the congregation
to incite them to love and
right works. W 1/1

Monday, June 18

Who really is the faithful and
discreet slave whom his master
appointed over his domestics
to give them their food at the
proper timef—Matt,
2}: 45, NW.

Though the essential mean-
ing of “‘minister” ig that of
a scrvant, yet that does not
deny the possibility of such a
servant’s being placed in a
position of considerable re-
sponsibility, involving over-
sight and care of others, as
with the case of the “faithful
and discreet slave.” Ever since

men have dwelt together in
family, national or communal
life, there has been the need
for some form of organized
society. This has meant that
some have been placed in a
position of authority and lead-
crship, being responsible for
the training of others and
leading them in the right way.
Such an arrangement has
God’s approval even as seen
by his dealings with Noah,
Abraham and others. Unques—
tionably, Jehovah’s servants
often have been placed in posi-
tions of greater I‘Csp()llblblllty,
calling for the exercise of the
sterling qualities of leader-
ship. W 2/1 2, 3, 6a

Tuesday, June 19

Your people will offer them-
selves freely—Ps. 110: 3, RS.

Do not be fearful of dedica-
tion. Rather be anxious for it.
Become acquainted with Jeho-
vah’s provisions expressed in
his Word and then out of love
that truth engenders in your
heart dedicate yourself to do
Jehovah’s will. Jesus did not
say: “I hate to do your will,
but I must.” No, he said: “I
delight to do thy will, O my
God.” In this the individual
exercises his own free will, It
is not a matter of being spine-
less, weak-willed. It is a mat-
ter of being determined, strong-
willed, of subjecting that stron g
will to the will of Jehovah,
being determined to obey his
commands, not the command-
ments of men or apparent self-
interest when such conflict
with the will of God as ex-
pressed in his Word. One mak-
ing a dedication to Jehovah
is in a personal relationship
to him through the step of
dedication, through the deci-
sion to do his will. This is
based upon love for God and
faith in his provisions through
Christ Jesus. W 6/15 9a



Wednesday, June 20

We were buried with him
through our baptism into his
death.—Rom. 6: 4, NW.

Our word ‘““baptism” is from
the Greek bdptismae meaning
immersion, dipping, submerg-
ing. In the case of the Chris-
tian, baptism in symbol of
dedication means an immer-
sion in water. There are many
references to immersion that
do not refer to the Christian
baptism in water in symbol of
dedication. For instance, we
would not think of a person's
being just slightly sprinkled
with death, yet Paul at Ro-
mans 6:3, 4 speaks of Chris-
tians’ being baptized into
Christ’s death and also being
buried in his baptism. When
one is literally buried he is
not sprinkled with a little bit
of dirt nor does he have a
little dirt poured on him, but
he is covered with it. Since
the Bible shows the meaning
of the Christian baptism to
be a symbol of dedication,
burial to one's former course
and a raising to doing the will
of Jehovah, only immersion
could thus symbolize it. W
7/1 4, 3a

Thursday, June 21

And I will come near to you
to judgment; and I will be a
swift witness against the sor-
cerers, and ageinst the adul-
terers,—Mal. 8: 5, Da.

In being a swift witness
against the sorcerers Jehovah
has in 1920, in 1934 and in
1955 given us three powerful
booklets exposing spiritism.
He has also unmasked the so-
called “wise men from the
east” who came to visit the
babe Jesus as being mere
astrologers, unwitting tools
used by Satan to incite King
Herod to try to kill Jesus, He

has also exposed the great
Pyramid of Giza as being,
not “God’s stone witness” or
“the Bible in stone,” but a
monument of demonism to
glorify belief in immortality
of the soul or “survival after
death.,” With swiftness Jeho-
vah at his temple has also
witnessed against those guilty
of adultery or moral unclean-
ness bodily or spiritually and
unscriptural divorces. He has
taught his people to take an
unadulterous position of neu-
trality toward all the political
and military conflicts of this
world. W 11/15 32, 33

Friday, June 22

I did not hold back from tell-
ing you any of the things that
were profitable nor from teach-
ing you pubdblicly and from
house to house~—Acts
20:20, NW,

Jehovah’s witnesses obey Je-
sus’ command to preach ‘‘thig
%ood news of the kingdom”

y going from house to house.
This may not be the way that
is orthodox but it is agostolic,
yes, Christlike, After the apos-
tles had been flogged and told
to stop preaching they went
away rejoicing and “every day
in the temple and from house
to house they continued with-
out letup teaching and declar-
ing the good news.” Upon be-
coming a Christian Paul like-
wise went from house to house,
even as he testified, and in do-
ing so he was an imitator of
Christ, for, besides preaching
in various public places, he
was often reported in the
houses of the people telling
the occupants about the King-
dom. When sending out his
twelve apostles and later sev-
enty evangelists to preach, he
told them what to say at the
doors of the people upon whom
they called. W 10/15 15, 16



Saturday, June 23

“Set Barnabas and Saul apart
for me for the work to which
I have called them.” Then they
fasted and prayed and laid
their hands upon them and let
them go.—Acts 13:2, 3, NW.

All the nation of spiritual
Israel and their dedicated com-
panions are ministers sepa-
rated and set apart from this
world. Yet they do have cer-
tain  members among them
specially set apart to various
responsible services, to which
they are ordained or appointed.
Thus in the first century there
were Christian prophets and
teachers ministering in these
responsible positions and it
was to these that the holy
spirit said the above words.
That laying on of the hands
of the congregation by means
of their representative men
was a form of ordination or
appointment to a special serv-
ice. Later Paul and Barnabas
made appointments of older
men in newly formed congrega-
tions to responslble service bo-
sitions. Special service appoint-
ments are likewise made in the
New World society today. W
11/1 15, 16a

Sunday, June 24

A certain Samaritan traveling

the road came down to him

and, at sceing him, he was
movedlgntsh pity—Luke

, NW.

With the Kingdom hope and
service we can maintain hap-
piness even while living in a
world of discontented persons
afflicted with grief, sorrow and
woe. It means comfort and
joy to individuals who are in
need of comfort. Like the un-
fortunate ‘“certain man” of
Jesug’ illustration about the
Samaritan who was a good
nel hbor, they have been spirit-

y robbed, stripped and

beaten. We must therefore be
compassionate toward those
persons of the world to whom
we preach, even though they
are weighted down with false
religion, poverty and other
personal problems, We must
not feel that we are burdened
by having to go to such ones
and preach to them, for they
are not “just so many beggars”
to be given a handout grudg-
ingly with a long face. %o let
us uncomplainingly prove our-
selves good neighbors by act-
ing mereifully to all, adminis-
tering to their spiritual wounds
with a gladdening message. W
3/15 3a

Monday, June 25

On the other hand, the wife
should have deep respect for
her husband.—Eph.
5:33, NW.

A husband must measure up
as head if he would have the
deep respect of his wife. Exer-
cising headship involves more
than just taking the lead and
having the final say; it re-
quires sound knowledge, good
understanding and a self-con-
trol that is calm, patient and
reasonable when faced with
difficult situations. It is hard
for a Christian wife to respect
a husband who is careless or
negligent of family responsi-
bilities or ministerial privi-
leges, who is a glutton or who
imbibes too freely of alcoholic
drinks, who is thoughtless or
coarse or obscene in his speech,
or who slights his wife while
being overly attentive to other
women. His wife may submit
because of moral, physical,
economic or theocratic reasons,
but it will be much easier for
her and much more gratifying
to the husband if she does it
because of the love and deep
respect she has for him due
to his worthy course of action.

W 4/1 14



Tuesday, June 26

The avenger of blood is the
one who will put the murderer
to death.—~—~Num. 35:19, NW.

To be qualified to avenge
the slain of all the earth and
especially the slain witnesses
of Jehovah, this avenger must
be a kinsman of all mankind
and especially of Jehovah's
witnesses. Who could that be
but God’s only-begotten Son,
who became the man Christ
Jesus? He is mankind’s clos-
est relative, for he was born
of a woman. He became a
brother to his footstep follow-
ers, so that one who kills one
of them kills one of Christ’s
brothers and shows he would
do it to Christ himself, too.
However, as High Priest he
is now about to apply the mer-
it of his atoning sacrifice in
behalf of all obedient man-
kind, to make them his chil-
dren and to become their Ever-
lasting Father. So, anyone
that Kkills one of these “tem-
porary residents” or “settlers”
who have associated them-
selves with the New World so-
ciety kills one of Christ’s pros-
pective children, W 12/1 13b

Wednesday, June 27

We with unveiled faces reflect
like mirrors the glory of Jeho-
vah.—2 Cor. 3: 18, NW.

Paul was reflecting like a
mirror Jehovah’s glory as it
shone in the face of Christ,
even as Moses’ face had shone
upon coming down from Mount
Sinai. Paul was being trans-
formed into the same image
from one degree of spiritual
glory to another, exactly as
done by Jehovah the spirit
whom he was coming to know
more and more. As long as
Paul was reflecting glory light

and Dbeing transformed, he
could not behave improperly
in his ministry. He could not
walk in craftiness nor adul-
terate God’s Word with any
impunity. He had to renounce
the underhanded things of
which to be ashamed. By mak-
ing the truth manifest in its
purity he had to recommend
himself to every human con-
science in God’s sight. He
could not veil anything from
those to whom he preached as
a minister of the new covenant.
W 11/1 10, 11

Thursday, June 28

You must not listen to the
words of that prophet . . . be-
cause Jehovah your God is
testing you to know whether
you are loving [him] with all
your heart—Deut. 13: 3, NW.

What if spirit mediums and
suchlike make predictions that
come true? Still this does not
prove they have the right re-
ligion. Why not? Because this
goes contrary to God's law
and it turns those who rely
on spiritistie things away from
God’s_approved means of glv-
ing hidden knowledge and of
prophesying concerning the fu-
ture. It also works in support
of the great lie concerning Je-
hovah’s Godship and concern-
ing the dead. God’s law there-
fore commanded that even
though a prophet’s predictions
came true, if he sought to
turn his people away from
Jehovah he was to be put to
death. A prediction that comes
true but that is used to turn
you from Jehovah is a false
disguise to throw you off guard
and to mislead you away from
the divine source of truth. It
is meant to bring you under
the power of Satan, the “ruler
of the demons.” W 9/15 31



Friday, June 29

Jehovah rebuke thee, O Satan!

Yea, Jehovah that hath chosen

Jerusalem rebuke thee!—Zech.
3:2, Da.

After Christ hurled Satan
out of heaven down to earth
he did not at once proceed to
fight Armageddon and put Sa-
tan completely out of action.
He has allowed Satan a short
period of time before again
joining battle with him at
Armagceddon. Thus the days of
tribulation upon Satan’s organ-
ization have been cut much
shorter, and this has worked
for the benefit of Jehovah’s
chosen royal priesthood. For
this reason, since coming to
the temple, Christ could not
do more than say to Satan:
“Jehovah rebuke thee.” In this
way the glorified Christ now
‘preaches to Satan and the
other spirits in prison’ in the
spirit realm. Asking for Jeho-
vah to rebuke them is a
preaching of judgment against
them, for at Armageddon Je-
hovah will rebuke Satan and
his demons by executing judg-
ment upon them. Thus the
‘preaching to the spirits in
prison’ by the resurrected
Christ continues till the battle
of Armageddon. W 10/1 21, 22

Saturday, June 30

Heaven, yes, the heaven of the
heavens themselves, cannot
contain you, how much less,
then, this house that I have
built?—2 Chron, 6:18, NW,

Jehovah was mnot literally
present in Solomon’s temple
any more than he was bodily
resent in the tabernacle.

either that temple nor that
tabernacle could contain the
great God of the universe. Je-
hovah was present in that
holy temple on Mount Moriah
in Jerusalem only by sending

forth his power from his heav-
enly throne and making its
operation visible at the temx{}e
by the glory ecloud and by
the fire from the sky. He was
also present in that temple
by keeping his attention fixed
upon it and by answering
prayers that were offered there
or that were directed there by
believers who prayed with
their faces toward it. As Je-
hovah himself said to Solomon
later: “I have sanctified this
house that you have built by
putting my name there to time
indefinite, and my eyes and my
heart will certainly prove to
be there always.” W 11/15 9

Sunday, July 1

For wisdom is a defence, even

as money is a defence; but

the exccllency of knowledge is,

that wisdom preserveth the

life of him that hath it.—Hecl.
7:12, AS.

Unquestionably, the more
desirable of the two posses-
sions is the wisdom and under-
standing of Jehovah. Accurate
knowledge and wisdom are in
themselves a real treasure to
God’s organization, and these
are being distributed freely by
his ministers of the good news.
However, it should not be over-
looked that “money is a de-
fence.” Does this apply to
Christians today, whose
strength is in Jehovah? Yes.
Even as the early Christians
used their material possessions
to support the organization,
80 Jehovah’s witnesses today
make their money serve the
interests of the theocracy. Just
as legal corporations are used
as servants by the Society
to advance the preaching work
and make possible the use of
many instruments otherwise
not available, s0 money helps
to build a strong organization
and adds to Jehovah’s praise.
W 3/19, 10



Monday, July 2

Be slaves to Jehoveh.—Rom.
:11, NW.

Dedication is practical, ad-
visable, commendable, essen-
tial. Dedication to Jehovah
brings us freedom because it
gives us a change in our point
of view and we see things
through the eyes of his Word,
the eyes of our understanding
of his purposes. With confi-
dence and assurance in him we
are no longer enslaved by the
old world, its organization, its
standards and praetices or its
devilish religion. Does not
dedication bring with it servi-
tude to Jehovah? Certainly it
does. That is one of its ob-
jectives. We are here upon
God’s earth through no voli-
tion of our own. We must be
slaves or servants of one thing
or the other, either of right-
eousness or of unrighteousness.
If we dedicate ourselves to Je-
hovah and choose to be his
slaves, we make the proper
choice. Jesus did this. His
dedication is shown in the
very fact that he acted out of
his own love and zeal for his
heavenly Father. W 6/15 10a

Tuesday, July 3

Who whet their tongues like
swords, who aim bitter words
like arrows. But God will
shoot his arrow at them; . . .
Because of their tongue he will
bring them to ruin.—Ps.
64:38,7, 8, RS.

Gossip can be vicious. It is
cowardly, It can be murder-
ous. It can murder a good
name or ruin a good reputa-
tion or poison the minds of
people against the victim of
the gossip. Some tongucs are
as sharp as swords and the
words they shoot forth can
pierce like arrows shot from

ambush and striking their vic-
tim in the back. But the cow-
ards that gossip behind a per-
son’s back should remember
that they have to face Jeho-
vah, that Jehovah hears and
will avenge the victim. Gossip
can become so wicked and do
so much damage that it can
merit disfellowshiping. It can
bring the babbler to ruin in
the congregation. His gossip
may separate friends, but if it
continues it will separate him
from Jehovah’s organization.
W 8/15 13, 14

Wednesday, July 4

Stripping the governments and

the authorities bare, he exhib-

ited them in open public as

conquered, leading them in a

triumphal procession by means
of it.—Col. 2:15, NW.

The ones stripped bare are
the invisible governments and
authorities of Satan and his
demons. Once these could ac-
cuse us before God because we
sought to worship and serve
God perfectly but failed to do
s0. The Mosaic law exposed us
as being sinners whom the
Devil could tempt and whom
he could accuse before God.
But what we could not do
God did, in order to overcome
that accusation against His
witnesses. He put Jesus on the
earth as a perfeet man, and
Jesus measured up perfectly
to God’s law. Jesus died un-
conquered by this world and
perfectly loyal to God’s uni-
versal sovereignty. And he died
not only as a martyr to God’s
kingdom but also as a perfect
human sacrifice. Upon the
basis of this sacrifice God
could forgive and cancel the
trespasses of which the Mosaic
law condemned us. W 10/15 28



Thursday, July §

Let us hold fast the public
declaration of our hope.—Heb.
10: 23, NW.

This seripture does not
mean merely witnessing from
house to house. Many other
scriptures prove that we must
do that. Then what important
fact is brought to our mind
in this text? The context
shows that the public decla-
ration must be made in the
congregation of Jehovah’s peo-
ple. And there is a definite
reason, too; it must be a dec-
laration that will incite to
love, to help others in right
works and to encourage onhe
another in the Christian minis-
try. Bg doing these things all
will be helped to remain
united, to stay in the organiza-
tion. Qur congregational meet-
ings themselves provide posi-
tive assistance to others. Yes,
it is our public declaration
of our hope in the congrega-
tion that does much for others
of the congregation. Every
dedicated member of the New
World society must therefore
regularly assemble with others
and get the benefit of his
brothers’ knowledge as well
as give his own brothers the
benefit of his knowledge. W
1/1 11, 12

Friday, July 6

They shall all know me, from

the least of them wunio the

greatest of them, saith Jeho-
vah.—Jer. 31: 84, AS.

All ministers of the new
covenant must know Jehovah,
otherwise they could not be
adequately qualified to be in
the ministry of his new cove-
nant, They must be witnesses
of what they know, hence be
witnesses of Jehovah, “Ye are
my witnesses, saith Jehovah,
and my servant whom I have
chosen.” These words of ordi-

nation to be witnesses apply
with even more force now to
God’s servant class who are in
the new covenant than they
did to the typical people of
God. Of these he said: “This
people have I formed for my-
self: they shall shew forth my
praise.” Catching up the glory
light from God as it is re-
flected in the face of Christ,
today’s ministers must reflect
that light of knowledge of the
glory of God to others that
he may be praised and they
may be enlightened. In this
bedarkened age great is the
need to do this, by both the
ministers of the new covenant
and their companions, the oth-
er sheep, W 11/1 12

Saturday, July 7

There were appointed on that
day men . . . for the tenths,
. . . for the rejoicing of Judah
was because of the priests and
of the Levites who were in
attendance.—Neh. 12: 44, NW.

Likewise with Jehovah'’s wit-
nesses today. We too are made
to rejoice when we heed God’s
invitation and bring in the
spiritual tithes, for then we
see an increase in the temple
worship due to an increase in
the number of active, well-
supported servants at the tem-
ple. Because the remnant of
spiritual Israelites brought in
the spiritual tithes from 1919
on, the full number of mem-
bers of the royal priesthood
were brought in by 1931 to fill
up the places of the 144,000
members of the body of Jesus
Christ the High Priest. By
bringing in the spiritual tithes
Jehovah’s house is made to
prosper with plenty of food
in its storehouse or treasure
house, and the temple servants
have, so to speak, the neces-
sary food and clothing for
carrying on their duties there.
W 12/15 2a



Sunday, July 8

As for me, I will walk in mine
integrity.—Ps. 26: 11, AS.

Faithful worshipers of Je-
hovah have ‘made request to
God for a good conscience’ and
he has granted their request
through knowledge and faith
in his own Son. Now they
exercise themselves to hold
fast that good conscience by
keeping integrity. Sincerity in
Jehovah’s pure worship is their
mainstay. Another evidence of
integrity today is to be seen in
the strong, courageous, endur-
ing, soldierly qualities of those
of Jehovah's servants who keep
always in mind that they are
engaged in a warfare with
crafty, superhuman, invisible
foes who are ever on the watch
for the ungnarded moment. As
good soldiers of Jehovah they
remain on the alert, take no
foolish chances, keep their
minds on the fight and put
into it everything they have.
Integrity may be detected, al-
s0, in that clean-cut separate-
ness from this old world that
is characteristic of all who
have become members of the
ggw World society. W 4/15

-8a

Monday, July 9

O Jehovah my God, thou art
very great; . . . who coverest
thyself with light as with @
garment; who stretchest out
the heavens like a curtain,
—Ps. 104: 1, 2, AS.

It is well worth our time to
think seriously of the power
demonstrated by Jehovah in
causing the creation of so
many things, and even though
they number in the millions
of millions, he has arranged
for them to stay in their
respective places. Inanimate
things are controlled by var-
ious laws of nature—such as

law of gravity, etc. Living
things are bounded by laws
of “kind.” Even the angels in
heaven have a certain place
made and provided for them
by God. They, of course, are
not bound by the same laws
asg are such low forms of crea-
tion as inanimate things and
as plants and animals. How-
ever, they are expected to stay
in their proper places, and
disastrous results accompany
their leaving such assigned
places, as in the case of the
cherub assigned as overseer in
the garden of Eden. All this
emphasizes the importance of
each one of us keeping his
assigned place. W §/1 11, 12

Tuesday, July 10

There is one Lord, Jesus

Christ, through whom all

things are, and we through
him.—1 Cor, 8:6, NW.

To maintain his heavenly and
earthly society of ministers in
complete happiness and (})ur-
pose, Jehovah has an endless
store of life-giving information
available for communication
progressively. As “the fountain
of living waters” he is the
heavenly Fountain of spiritual
waters of truth and life. Be
it noted, however, that from
this great Fountain source
there is only one channel of
flow. In Ezekiel 47:1-5, the
waters are pictured as issuing
from the temple and flowing
eastward in a single set chan-
nel. Similarly in the book of
Revelation the “river of water
of life” is described as “flowing
out from the throne of God
and of the Lamb down the
middle of its broad way.”
(Rev. 22:1, 2, NW) Jeho-
vah’s official line of communi-
cation with his society of
ministers is first through his
duly appointed spokesman, his
prime minister, his only-begot-
ten Son. W 5/15 11, 12



Wednesday, July 11

That I may not sin with my
tongue; I will bridle my mouth,
so long as the wicked are in
my presence.—Ps. 39:1, RS.

What if someone gossips
about us? Cannot we fight
back in self-defense? With
truth, yes, but not with gossip.
Why let others provoke us
to sin, as Moses once did:
“They made his spirit bitter,
and he spoke words that were
rash”? Why let a gossiper
turn you into one, making you
into his evil imaie by getting
you to gossip back? Prove
yourself stronger by ‘“not pay-
ing back injury for injury or
reviling for reviling.” Refuse
to pile more fuel on the fires
of gossip and rather than be-
come heated by inflammatory
talk remain cool and calm in
spirit: “He who has a hasty
temper exalts folly.” David
realized the danger of heated
replies and so held his peace
when the wicked were in his
presence. As he thought he
boiled within, but when he
spoke it was not in hot slan-
ders to the opposers, but in
prayerful petition to Jehovah.
W 8/15 10a

Thursday, July 12

For the priest's lips should
keep knowledge, and at his
mouth they seek the law; for
he is the messenger of Jeho-
vah of hosts. But . . . ye have
corrupted the corenant of Levi.
—Mal. 2:7, 8, Da.

Since 1919 the priestly rem-
nant have realized that the
covenant of Levi calls for them
to be the messenger of Jeho-
vah, to keep knowledge upon
their lips, to hold the law of
truth in their mouth, to walk
with God in peace and up-
rightness and to turn many

away from iniquity. To do this
they realized that they had to
be witnesses of Jehovah and to
proclaim the Kingdom truths.
And so in 1931 they coura-
geously embraced the name “Je-
hovah’s witnesses.” They know
now that the covenant of Levi
calls for a clean priesthood,
one that approves of no forni-
cation or adultery either spir-
itual or physical, a priesthood
rendering exclusive devotion to
God and proving this by keep-
ing his worship at the temple
pure and unhypoceritical. Hence
they insist on maintaining
right worship in the New
World society. W 11/15 30

Friday, July 18

Christ did not glorify himself
by becoming @ high priest, but
was glorified by hitm who spoke
with reference to him: “You
are my Son; today I have de-
come your Father.” Just as ke
says also in another place:
“You are a priest forever after
the likeness of Melchizedek.”
—Heb, 5:5, 6, NW.

Even Jesus the carpenter of
Nazareth had to be ordained
by Jchovah. As a man he was
not of a priestly family in
Israel. As a member of the roy-
al tribe of Judab he was an
heir to the earthly throne of
David but not to a heavenly
throne and royalty. To be a
high priest like the royal priest
King Me]chjzedek, Jesus had
to be ordained by Jehovah,
who had sworn that Jesus
should be such a royal priest.
To be a heavenly king sitting
on Jehovah’s own right hand,
Jesus had to be anointed with
something more than the
anointing oil at the hands of
a human prophet or priest. He
had to be anocinted and thus
ordained or appointed with the
holy spirit from Jehovah God.

11/1 2a



Saturday, July 14

Never lay your hands hastily
upon any man.—1 Tim. 5: 22,

The ancient laying on of the
hands of responsible servants
of the congregation had the
force of ordaining or appoint-
ing. That ceremony had some
actual effect in those early
days when “through the laying
on of the hands of the apostles
the spirit was given.” Those
who laid their hands on Paul
and Barnabas did not impart
the spirit but they were told
by the spirit to set them apart
for special work. Today we do
not have the spirit speaking
audibly to us or the apostles
present with us to lay their
hands upon us to impart the
miraculous gifts of the spirit.
Those miraculous gifts of the
spirit have passed away as well
as the apostolic channels. That
is why Paul classed the “laying
on of the hands” as part of the
“clementary doctrine about the
Christ.” (Heb. 6:1, 2, NW)
The formality of literally lay-
ing hands upon a person at
his appointment has no special
power today, W 11/1 17a

Sunday, July 15

Salvation belongeth unto Jeho-
vah.—Ps. 8:8, AS.

Living eternally in happi-
ness is something no lower an-
imal can attain, It is some-
thing that man can attain, but
not through himself. The pos-
sibility of it comes from out-
side man, from Jehovah. We
may rightly crave or desire this
salvation, and we may do so

without suffering and without |

disappointment for indulging
in such a craving or desire. By
following in God’s way we may
have such a craving for salva-
tion finally satisfied by attain-

ing to an endless life without
pain, imperfection, poverty,
mental ignorance and confu-
sion, and alienation from a
loving, happy God. Wrong
ideas about life and its pur-
pose are due to man’s not
knowing about the one living
and true God, with whom is
the fountain or source of life.
(Ps. 36: 9) Only Satan wishes
men ignorantly to desire and
choose death, the fate of the
ungodly and the wicked. God’s
invitation is: “Choose life.”
—Deut. 30:19. W 1/15 16

Monday, July 16

All those who became believers
. . . went to sclling their pos-
sessions and . . . to distribut-
ing the proceeds to all just as
anyone would have the necd.
—Acts 2: 44, 45, NW.

The unique -circumstances
with which the early Christian
congregation was confronted
called for concerted and unsclf-
ish action by all in the faith,
Many of these new converts
were in Jerusalem only tempo-
rarily, having come down as
Jews for the feast of Pente-
cost. Now, having recognized
the new and different work
called for by the Messiah, they
desired to remain for a time
and receive proper training and
instruction in the Christian
ministry. But to do so would
require funds that they did not
have. The response made by
the brothers to this need is an
inspiration to all true Chris-
tinns today. Such charitable
gifts are still an important
part of the giving of the Chris-
tian and necessary to the sup-
port of the organization; yet
they do not relicve the giver
of the responsibility of sup-
porting the organization with
his spiritual gifts as well.
W 8/1 8



Tuesday, July 17

Look! I am come . . . to do
your will, O God.—IIcb.
10:7, NW.

Dedication to Jehovah
should be made because he is
worthy. He is deserving of our
praise, service or worship. His
worthiness defies expression in
our inadequate tongue, and
surely, if there is sincere
appreciation in the hearts of
men, dedication to the Supplier
of all that is good will be the
result. To appreciate Jehovah
means to set a just value upon
his worth, to esteem it to the
full, to feel a warmth of satis-
faction and approval in regard
to our God, to be grateful for
what he does. If we have
appreciation of life, of its bless-
ings, of the truth, of the re-
vealed Word of God, of what
he has done in behalf of man-
kind through his Son, of his
kingdom now established in the
heavens, of his work that is
going forward in the earth, and
of the New World society now
active, we shall dedicate our-

selves to serve Jehovah God.
W 6/15 12

Wednesday, July 18

Jehouvah pitieth them that fear

him. For he knoweth our

frame; he remembereth that

we are dust.—Ps. 103: 18, 14,
AS.

In some countries where
there is a strong tendency for
many women to try to share
or take over family headship,
loud objections rise against the
divine requirement of man’s
headship and woman’s subjec-
tion. It is viewed as discrim-
matory against women, as op-
pressive and too difficult a load
for them to bear up under.
However, careful reflection will

reveal that it is the husband
that has the weightier load to
bear, the heavier responsibility
to measure up to. He must
strive to copy the flawless
example of Jehovah God, the
Head and Husband of the uni-
versal organization. Jehovah
not only created all things but
thereafter established laws and
rules of action for their guid-
ance and provides the neces-
gities for their continuance.
Even in his own ways and acts
Jehovah consistently follows
righteous principles and con-
ducts his headship with an
unparalleled display of justice,
wisdom, patience, mercy, com-

passion and, above all, love.
W 4/15

Thursday, July 19

They that wait for Jehovah
shall remew their strength.
—Isa. 40:31, AS.

This life is good only for one
thing, namely, to get rich in
right works, to treasure up a
right foundation for the future,
to get a firm hold on real life
in God’s new world. The days
of this life are few, but there
are enough of them for us to
get rich in right works if we
do not delay. T'o do such works
brings us joy and satisfaction,
peace and contentment, spirit-
ual health and eternal life.
Strange though it may seem,
not to do them is exhausting,
as both Jeremigh and Elihu
discovered. (Jer. 20:9; Job

2:20) Just as God was
refreshed by his work of crea-
tion, and doing God’s will was
like refreshing food to Jesus,
so the accomplishment of the
preaching work is refreshing
to us at this time. So even as
we work we are refreshed, and
even in the face of persecutlon
we do not become weary in
well-doing. W 8/1 9



Friday, July 20

Jehovah . . . shall be for a
sanctuary; but for a stone of
stumbling and for a rock of
offence . . . And many shall
stumble thereon, and fall, and
be broken.—Isa.
8:13-15, AS.

As if breathing in a delight-
ful odor, lovers of righteous-
ness turn to us and receive us
to themselves as Christians
sent from God. They listen to
our message and accept our
Bible literature and our offer
to study with them. They act
on our invitation to attend our
meetings, become a part of the
New World society by dedi-
cation to God through Christ
and then join us in breathing
out this delightful, life-giving
odor to others that they too
may be helped to everlasting
life. Jehovah as represented by
his ruling King, Jesus Christ,
is no “stone of stumbling” or
“rock of offence” to them. On
the other hand, the prophecy
foretold that others, even
Christendom itself, would
stumble on thig great Stone,
and hence would fall and be
broken and be caught in a
snare and be taken for death.
W 10/15 38, 39

Saturday, July 21

Then they that feared Jehovah

spake one with another; and

.« . saith Jehoveh of hosts,

.« « I will spare them, as a

man spareth his own son that

serveth him.—Mal. 3:16, 17,
AS.

To speak with one another
the remnant met together reg-
ularly to express their thoughts
about his name. Jechovah
claims the remnant as his very
own possession. The people of
good will also recognize the
tithe-bringing remnant to be

Jehovah’s possession and so
they cleave to them as His
choice people, that they may
enjoy the coming salvation
with them. They know that
Jehovah promises to spare the
remnant in the day when he
takes action and vindicates his
universal sovereignty. Then he
will remember to spare them
from destruction, for they are
recorded in his book of remem-
brance because of fearing him
and bringing the whole tithe
into his storehouse. His spar-
ing them alive during Arma-
geddon will be with all the
tenderness of a father who
spares the obedient, respectful
son that lovingly serves him.
W 12/15 15a

Sunday, July 22

As for that on the right soil,
these are the ones that, after
hearing the word with a right
and good heart, retain it and
bear fruit with endurance.
—Luke 8:15, NW.

Those who accept the light
of truth must themselves be-
come light bearers. They must
be like David, who was one of
Jehovah’s sheep but was even-
tually called to be the shepherd
of Israel. Yes, those who exer-
cise faith to the point of dedi-
cation must henceforth demon-
strate that right kind of faith
by appropriate works. This
principle Jesus demonstrated
in the way he dealt with his
first disciples. He at once
called them from their regular
occupations, such as fishing,
and began training them “to
become fishers of men.” Stress-
ing the close bond between
himself and his responsive dis-
ciples, he said: “My mother
and my brothers are these who
hear the word of God and do
it.” In short, every right kind
of believer must be trained to
become a right kind of minis-
ter. W 2/1 9a



Monday, July 23

Faith . . . by means of this

the men of old times had wit-

ness borne to them.—Heb,
11:1, 2, NW.

So unshakable was Abra-
ham’'s faith that he proceeded
to the point of killing his son,
trusting in the resurrection
power of God. Moses knew he
could rely on Jehovah when he
struck the rock in the wilder-
ness and water gushed out to
quench the thirst of the people
and the cattle. His confidence
was from faith based on expe-
rience and knowledge. Elijah
showed similar faith, calling
for fire from heaven to con-
sume the sacrifice he had pre-
pared in defiance of Baal and
to the honor of Jehovah. His
faith was an “‘assured expecta-
tion of things hoped for”; he
knew he could put his trust in
Jehovah. Today we do not
expect miracles to establish
our faith. But just as we have
confidence and trust in a per-
son we know well, so we learn
to know God through a study
of his Word and this gives
us confidence and assurance,
W e6/15

Tuesday, July 24

Be filled with the accurate
knowledge of his will in all
wisdom and spiritual discern-
ment, in order to walk worth-
ily of Jehovah to the end of
fully pleasing him a8 you go
on bearing fruit in every good
work.—Col. 1:9, 10, NW.

We must keep our minds on
the right things and in that
way we shall be able to attain
accurate knowledge and true
understanding, It should be the
desire of every one to be filled
with accurate knowledge, wis-
dom and spiritual discernment
so that each ome can walk

worthily of Jehovah and thus
please him. As a Christian we
each must be bearing fruit in
every good work, and as we
bear this fruit we must in-
crease in accurate knowledge
of God. What a wonderful
privilege it is for a dedicated
person to have made advance-
ment in Jehovah’s organization
so as to qualify himself to be
a right kind of minister. He
then feels like the apostle Paul
who was glad to see others
make advancement and co-
operate with God to render
themselves suitable servants so
that they too could share in
“announcing Jehovah’s king-
dom,” W 1/1 14a

Wednesday, July 25

Whatever virtue there is and
whatever praiseworthy thing
there is, continue considering
these things.—Phil. 4:8, NW.

Do you thank Jehovah for
your fearfully and wonderfully
made mind? How? By taking
in and giving out gossip? If
50, it is time you forsake your
ways of gossip and thoughts of
slander and show you respect
and appreciate the mind God
gave you by filling it with good
ways and high thoughts, with
divine ways and Jehovah’s
thoughts: “Let the wicked for-
sake his way, and the unright-
eous man his thoughts; and
let him return unto Jehovah,
and he will have mercy upon
him; and to our God, for he
will abundantly pardon.” His
ways and thoughts are ex-
pressed in the Bible and
through it he talks to us. And
what does he talk about?
Gossip? No, but that which
upbuilds and strengthens in
righteousness. Philippians 4: 8
indicates the high level our
i}éinking should take. W 8/15

a



Thursday, July 26

Jehovah’s spirit is upon me,

because he anointed me to

declare good news to the poor.
—FLuke 4:18, NW.

Jesus did receive the needed
ordination from God. When
John baptized Jesus in the
Jordan River, he did not or-
dain Jesus to be either priest
or king. He could not do so.
John did not understand that
he baptized Jesus merely to
symbolize that Jesus had dedi-
cated himself to do God’s will
for which he had come into the
world. The water baptism sym-
bolized Jesus’ dedication, for
a change of course in life. It
was first after Jesus had been
baptized and came up out of
the water that his heavenly
Father Jehovah God ordained
or_ appointed him by audibly
acknowledging the dedicated
Jesus as his spiritual Son and
by anointing him with his holy
gpirit. Shortly afterward, to

ow that it was Jehovah, not
the priestly John the Baptist,
who had ordained him, Jesus
went to the synagogue in
Nazareth and read to the
people Isaiah’s propheey noted
above. W 11/1 3a

Friday, July 27

Ye have wearied Jehovah with
your words . . . In that ye say,
HBvery one that doeth evil is
good in the sight of Jehovah,
aend he delighteth in them ; or,
Where i3 the God of judgment?
—Mal. 2:17, Da.

At the inauguration of Ze-
rubbabel’s temple God’s pres-
ence had been resumed there
and his pure worship had been
restored. Why, then, did Mala-
chi, about seventy years later,
say that the Lord (ha-A.don’)
will come suddenly to his tem-
ple? Because in the meantime
the priests had become dis-

respectful of Jehovah’s service
and had polluted his covenant
with Levi, causing the people
to grow materialistic. They
questioned whether it was
worthwhile to serve Jehovah
and whether he was really at
his temple paying attention to
what was going on under the
cloak of religious hypocrisy.
Since they were making God
feel tired of hearing such
disrespectful talk, ought he
not at last to do something
about it, acting with sudden-
ness? Yes, Were they asking:
“Where is the God of judg-
ment?”’ Well, then, let them
know where he is when he
suddenly comes to his temple
for i’lzxdgment work. W 11/15

Saturday, July 28

He must dwell in that city
until . . . the death of the high
priest.—Josh. 20: 6, NW.

The other sheep may not
come out of the refuge city
under Christ immediately after
Armageddon, because they will
be in their sinful flesh. No,
they will be obliged to remain
under the High Priest’s aton-
ing protection until the close
of the thousand years, when he
will yield them over to Jehovah
for a final, eternally decisiw
test of their integrity. For the
passing of this test with divine
approval, Jehovah will justify
them to everlasting life in the
new earth. But when the High
Priest yields them over in bu-
man perfection he in effect dies
to them as atoning, covering
Priest, for they pass out from
under his protective covering
in the refuge city and are
placed before God for a test
of their own merit. If any die
after that, it will be, not by the
avenger of blood, nor because
of previous guilt for accidental
bloodshed, but because of some

willful se ess. W 12/1 6b



Sunday, July 29

The Rock, perfect is his activi-
ty, for all his ways are justice.
—Deut. 32: 4, NW.

How, then, did demons come
into existence? The very next
verse of Moses’ song gives us
the clue, saying: ‘“They have
acted ruinously on their own
part; they are not his children,
the defect is their own.” Those
now demons made themselves
such, and this defect is their
own and they are no longer
God’s children. The Bible also
calls them “unclean spirits.”
But Jehovah created them as
clean spirits, his heavenly sons,
members of his spirit family.
They were not created immor-
tal, but mortal, yet with the
opportunity to live everlasting-
ly by continuing to be clean,
holy, spirit sons of God. Other-
wise, now that quite a number
of these have become demons,
they could not be destroyed.

he first one to make himself
a demon became the “ruler of
the demons,” for he had other
angels or spirits to make them-
selves like him, W 9/15 35, 36

Monday, July 30

In this state also he went his
way and preached to the spirits
in prison, which had once been
disobedient . . . in Noah’s days.
—1 Pet. 8:19, 20, NW.

Some time after he had been
“made alive in the spirit” by
being resurrected from the dead
Christ preached to the spirits
in prison. It was in this state,
as a spirit now divine, immor-
tal, incorruptible, that Jesus
could preach to those spirits.
Just when did he do this?
Hardlg during the forty days
after his resurrection nor dur-
ing the ten days he was
ascending to his heavenly Fa-
ther. Rather, it was about the

year 96 (A.D.), when God
gave to the glorified Christ the
marvelous Revelation to give
to the aged apostle John, and
which Revelation has much to
say about Satan the Devil and
the demons, his angels. Cer-
tainly this delivering of this
Revelation to John was a
preaching to the spirits in
prison, for from chapter twelve
on it has much to say about
their activities in our day and
their defeat, their abyssing and
their final everlasting destruc-
tion, W 10/1 11, 1

Tuesday, July 81

But ye say, Wherein have we

robbed thee? In tithes and

offerings. Ye are cursed with

the curse; for ye rob me, even

this whole nation.—Mal, 3:8,
9, AS.

“Bring the whole tithe into
the storehouse, . . . and see if
I will not oper for you the
windows of the heavens, and
pour out for you a blessing.”
(Mal. 3:10, AT) Why call
for this test to be made of
Jehovah? Because the nation
of Israel at the time was not
healthy spiritually. Could a
nation of robbers be healthy
spiritually, especially robbers
of God? Could breakers of a
covenant or solemn contract
with him? No, for they were
working against the very
Source of all prosperity. So
because they were not well off
spiritually they were not pros-
pering materially, Jehovah
wanted to see them getting
along well materially accord-
ing to his promises in his cove-
nant with them. But first they
had to keep their part of the
covenant. Failing to do so is
why Jehovah calls them a na-
tion of robbers and calls upon
theén to turn about. W 12/15



Wednesday, August 1

Get yourselves a new heart
and a new spirit! Why will
you dief—Ezek, 18: 81, RS.

Lack of knowledge and ap-
preciation, or else selfishness,
is what prevents a person from
making a dedication, a fatal
mistake in this day of judg-
ment. God does not give life
to unappreciative, selfish or
unfaithful persons. If we have
faith in God that is sound and
real, we will dedicate ourselves
to him. If we do not dedicate
ourselves to him, either we do
not believe what he says or
we do not care about him, and
in neither event will we re-
ceive life from him. Jehovah
is not obligated to grant life
to those who, like blood-sucking
leeches, drain all the provi-
sions that he has made, taking
everything for themselves and
giving nothing in return in the
way of heart devotion, appre-
ciation, love, gratitude, integ-
rity, uprightness and conten-
tion for such things that are
godly. W 6/15 8a

Thursday, August 2

For we are the aroma of Christ
to God among those who are
being saved and among those
who are perishing, to one a
fragrance from death to death,
to the other a fragrance from
life to life—2 Cor. 2: 15,
16, RS.

By the odor of the knowl-
edge of Jehovah that is being
spread throughout the earth
by the preaching of the good
news of the kingdom we know
that Jehovah’s triumphal pro-
cession is marching along to
superb victory at Armageddon.
However, not all spectators
view the triumphal procession

in the same way and not all
breathe in the heavy fragrance
with the same appreciation. To
those who are of this world and
to all who are its friends the
odor diffused by the Kingdom-
preaching accompanying the
triumphal procession is offen-
sive, unbreathable, for God's
kingdom means death to this
world. To those who long for
deliverance from this corrupt
world and who perceive that
God’s kingdom is the only hope
of deliverance, that odor is
welcome, sweet, delightful, even
as described above. W 10/15
32, 33

Friday, August 8

While Peter was yet speaking
about these matters the holy
spirit fell upon all those hear-
ing the word.—Acts
10: 44, NW.

Even the first uncircumecised
Gentile converts had this ordi-
nation or appointment from
God to be ministers of his
new covenant, If their ordina-
tion had not been by God, the
Jewish Christians would have
been unprepared and disinclined
to recognize them then as or-
dained Christian ministers. Be-
fore the apostle Peter finished
preaching to the Italian Cor-
nelius and many of hig rela-
tives and intimate friends,
these uncircumcised non-Jews
believed and accepted God’s
mercy through Christ and God
ordained or appointed them as
his ministerial witnesses. After
God had poured out upon them
the holy spirit, Peter had them
baptized, not to ordain them
(God had done that already),
but for them to symbolize their
faith and dedication that God
had already accepted with mi-
raculous evidence. W 11/15, 6a



Saturday, August 4

I will be a swift witness

against . . ., the false swearers,

and against those that oppress.
—DMal. 3:5, AS.

Jehovah, since coming to his
temple, has witnessed against
the perjurers, especially the
“evil slave” class, those who
have sworn to God and yet
proved false by not carrying
out their dedication to God to
do his will. By unfolding his
Word and rearranging his
organization to take merciful
consideration of all the lowly,
Jehovah has testified against
those who oppress the depend-
ent classes, the hired person
who rightly looks for his wage,
and the widow, especially the
childless one, and the father-
less boy who is responsible for
keeping alive the family name.
Jehovah now sees to it that
these are helped according to
their needs, that they may en-
joy full spiritual life, partici-
pating in all the spiritual pro-
visions of his people. He has
taught the strong to bear the
burdens of the dependent weak.
W 11/15 33, 34

Sunday, August 5

[Having] left the elementary

doctrine about the Christ, let

us press on to maturity.—Heb.
6:1, NW.

In one's Christian activity
he must leave the elementary
things and advance to maturi-
ty. Once we have taken the
forward step of being one of
God’s slaves, it is not a matter
of becoming just a ‘Sunday
Christian.” It must be an
everyday affair. The dedicated
Christian must demonstrate
that he is truly an industrious
minister and cannot be inter-
ested merely in gaining knowl-
edge for himself but he must

see the responsibility of main-
taining his integrity through
aiding others by sensibly
preaching the good news to
them. We all should welcome
additional responsibility. We
should not be satisfied with the
idea, ‘Let well enough alone,
but, rather, should be progres-
give and eagerly desire to ad-
vance. No matter how long we
have been walking in the truth,
we must continue to preach
God’s Word and study the
things he has provided for us
through his organization. W
1/1 6a

Monday, August 6

Every man and woman whose
hearts incited them to bring
something for all the work that
Jehoveh had commanded to
make by means of Moses did
so; the sons of Israel brought
a voluntary offering to Jeho-
vah.—Ez. 35:29, NW.

The Israelites of old used
wisely the gold and silver that
was taken as a gift of redemp-
tion from the Egyptians. When
Jehovah called for a contribu-
tion in order that the “tent
of meeting” might be con-
structed, the response was
overwhelming. “And they kept
coming, the men along with
the women, every willing-
hearted one.” Nothing needed
was lacking. Jehoval’s faith-
ful servants today likewise use
their possessions to advance
pure worship, The wise use
of money enables the Society
to send missionaries into new
fields, to open up new branches,
to carry legal battles victo-
riously through costly court
proceedings, to operate large
conventions and otherwise to
spread the good news in every
corner of the world according
to Jehovah’s commission for
his organization. W 3/1 11



Tuesday, August 7

Consider closely the one who
has endured such contrary talk
by sinners . . . that you may
not get tired and give out in
your souls.—Heb. 12:8, NW.

With great profit to our-
selves we can copy the mental
disposition of Jesus. Viewed
from the selfish standpoint, did
he not have plenty of reason
to utter a grievance? He made
a great sacrifice. Here he was,
sent down to earth alone, just
one man to begin a vast, world-
wide work of witnessing. In
the way of hardships, opposi-
tion and persecution he had
all that we could experience
and far more. The people to
whom he preached were in-
different and poverty-stricken
for the most part, They were
entangled in the practice of
false religion. But he did not
bewail his plight or groan and
deplore his assignment to
preach to such people. He
came in the willing, uncom-
plaining way approved by his
Father. His message was re-
freshing and comforting. W

3/15 ba

Wednesday, August 8

You wives, be in subjection to
your husbands, as it is becom-
ing in the Lord.—Col.
3:18, NW.

Members of Christ’s bride
follow in the footsteps of Je-
sus. They take on the obliga-
tion to preach in harmony
with his will, and this brings
upon them persecution. But
the joys of serving under the
loving headshlp of Christ far
outwel%v the fleshly tribula-
tions hile the “evil slave”
has bolted away from under
Christ’s headship, the “faith-
ful and discreet slave” finds
real joy by submissiveness to

Christ. And when that “evil
slave” breaks away from
Christ’s headship, does he gain
a freedom that spells greater
happiness? No, for he lands
outside Jehovah’s arrangement
to company with hypocrites,
there to weep and gnash his
teeth., Christian wives who are
not submissive to their hus-
bands are copying the “evil
slave,” and their bolt from Je-
hovah’s arrangement to grasp
a false freedom will bring
them, not true happiness and
contentment, but emotional
frustrations and spiritual guilt-
iness. W 4/1 11

Thursday, August 9

Now because you are no part
of the world, but I have chosen
you out of the world, on this
account the world hates you.
—John 15: 19, NW.

Not only is the published
knowledge of God an odor in
the midst of which we march
triumphantly behind God in
company with his King, as we
make that divine knowledge
perceptible to others, but we
arec also ourselves an odor.
But as respects us, noses in
this world differ. Not that we
of our own accord want to be
offensive to anybody on earth.
for we seek to be helpful and
of benefit to everyone, But all
this world is Jehovah’s enemy.
So if we dedicate ourselves to
God and he uses us in his
service as bearers of his mes-
sage, then we cannot avoid
being offensive to the many
who are the enemies of God
and his theocratic government
by Christ. We cannot escape
it, now especially when tE
establishment of the Kingdom
has made the issue of univer-
sal soverelgnty the burning
question before all people. On
this issue we cannot be friends
of this world. W 10/15 36



Friday, August 10

As cities of refuge they will
serve for you.—Num.

35:11, NW.
The cities of refuge find
their antitypical fulfillment

since God’s kingdom was born,
for it is to bring about the
avenging of the blood of all
who have been unjustly slain.
There is a dire need of the
antitypical city of refuge, for
since 1918 the time of judg-
ment has been in progress to
determine the bloodguiltiness
of humanity. As the typical
refuge cities were cities of tem-
ple servants, including the
high priest, the antitypical city
must be Jehovahs provision
for protecting us from death
for violating the divine cove-
nant concerning the sacred-
ness of blood by our coming
and remaining under the bene-
fits of the active service of
Jehovah’s High Priest, Jesus
Christ. That protection is to
be found with Jehovah’s theo-
cratic organization of his peo-
ple. It is only for those pic-
tured by the unintentional
manslayer. W 12/1 9, 10a

Saturday, August 11

You love righteousness and
hate wickedness; therefore has
God, your God, anointed you
with the oil of gladness above
your compam‘ons.—Ps.
45:7,

Jehovah takes great pleasure
in observing those integrity-
keepers who take all the re-
proach and sufferings that this
world and its god can hand
out, and still, like Job, walk
in undivided, unsullied alle-
giance to the Universal Sover-
eign. He is the perfect Father,
who sets the example of in-
tegrity to all his sons and
daughters. In his Word he

lovingly provides a store-
house of information as to his
wonderful principles and quali-
ties, so that the man of God
may be thoroughly equipped
to ward off the attacks of the
enemy and stand for upright-
ness and truth. Another provi-
sion to that same end is the
flawless, flesh-and-blood exam-
ple of his own beloved Son
here on earth. Even long cen-
turies before Jesus was bap-
tized the reward of integrity
that has now been awarded
to Christ was confidently fore-
told by the psalmist in the
above words. W 4/15 11

Sunday, August 12

The scepter of your kingdom

ig the scepter of straight prin-

ciples. You loved righteousness

and hated lgwlessness.—Heb,
1:8,9 NW.

With this kingdom by his
Son God’s love now comes to
man’s rescue. God’s love for a
righteous government and a
faithful ruler is a reason why
he will destroy this old world
with its wicked governments.
His destroying them is an ex-
pression of love—a love of
straight principles, a love of
those worthy to live on earth
in peace and prosperity. There
are things that God hates, and
the existence of those things
in this old world makes cer-
tain that it must go. God
hates: “haughty eyes, a lying
tongue, and hands that shed
innocent blood; a heart that
deviseth wicked purposes, feet
that are swift in running to
mischief, a false witness . . .
and he that soweth discord
among brethren.” God does not
approve our loving what he
hates. So he commands: “Do
not be loving either the world
or the things in the world.”
W 1/15 25, 26



Monday, August 13

My mother and my brothers
are these who hear the word
of God and do it.—Luke
8:21, NW.

If this principle was true
in Jesus’ day and after Pente-
cost, how much more forcefully
does it apply in these days!
Those who have responded to
the preaching of the truth
must be trained and educated
to become reliable and efficient
preachers themselves. Because
of the great work to be done
world-wide, and because of the
benefit it will mean to them,
it is vital that all who come
into the truth learn how to
have an active share in the
ministry of reconciliation, and
learn how to make an effective
entreaty to others by pro ?erly
expounding the message of rec-
onciliation. Failure to do so
would be to “accept the unde-
served kindness of God and
miss its purpose.” All this ir-
resistibly drives home the im-
peratxve need for an mtenswe
training work to be done in be-
half of all those who come to
God’s organization, Zion. W
2/1 10, 11a

Tuesday, August 14

I will instruct thee and teach

thee in the way which thou

shalt go: I will counsel thee

with mine eye upon thee.—Ps.
: 8, AS.

The Bible is God’s provision
for aiding us to know what to
do and how to do it, so that
we can not only please him
but also get into a place that
is in complete harmony with
the operation of the entire uni-
verse, It will enable us to get
back into a relationship with
Jehovah that was set before
Adam. If he had been obedient

to God’s instructions, he could
have continued living even
down to our day and on
through our day. So if one
will accept Jehovah's counsel
today, he may look forward
to the undeserved gift of ever-
lasting life. Worshiping God
is a necessary feature of our
daily life. And it is necessary
as long as we live. Therefore
we should accept this counsel
now and not refuse or balk
like a stubborn mule but obey
like an intelligent human crea-
ture. We should seek out how
to worship God and look to
him as a hiding place and a
place of deliverance. W 5/1
17, 18

Wednesday, August 15

The world is passing away and
s0 is its desire, but he that
does the will of God remains
forever.—1 John 2:17, NW.

Christ’s reign will be a time
of rest from evil. But it will
not be a time of rest from
right works. There will always
be new work, with new prob-
lems to solve and new mys-
teries to penetrate. These will
challenge our mind and body
and draw us on to ever-new
advances in work, knowledge,
wisdom and understanding.
And the rich satisfaction of
increasing knowledge will nev-
er end, for we can never know
all. Only Jehovah knows all,
and we can never begin to
fathom the depths of his wis-
dom. To have that real life
then is worth working for now.
Jehovah works, Christ works,
man should work, will be hap-
pier if he works, and will
gain real life in the new world
if his present works are right
in God’s sight. Store treasure
in heaven. Earthly riches are
temporary. Work for what en-
dures. W 8/1 11, 12a



Thursday, August 16

For to God we are a sweet
odor of Christ among those
who are being saved . . . an
odor issuing from life to life.
—2 Cor. 2: 15, 16, NW,

As Christians we copy Jesus,
we follow his steps, we adver-
tise him as the now reigning
King, and so, as it were, we
exhale or give out the odor of
Christ. In this respect we wish
we smelled sweet to everybody,
but we do only to the smaller
number of people, to those who
are being saved. To these we
are as an odor that issues from
a life-giving source and that
therefore leads to life in God’s
new world, We are a sweet,
life-breathing odor to these be-
cause they see that Jehovah,
the Source of life, sends us and
S0 we come to them, not for
death-dealing purposes, but un-
selﬁshlg[‘ for life-giving pur-
poses. The message we preach
of God's é)resent kingdom is
really good news to them. It
breathes of life to them, and it
shows them the way to happy
life in God’s world of new
heavens and a new earth, with
now the opportunity of even
surviving the battle of Arma-
geddon. W 10/15 37

Friday, August 17

Hvery tenth part of the land,
out of the seed of the land and
the fruit of the tree, belongs to
Jehoveh.—Lev. 27: 30, NW.

There is no more a literal
temple at Jerusalem with lit-
eral Levites and priests to
which to bring such literal
tithes. What, then, did the
tithe of ancient Israel fore-
shadow? While in the Bible
ten is a symbol of earthly com-
pleteness, a tenth is not. The
Israelite tenth did not typify
the all that Christians dedicate
to God through Christ. Se the
Israelite’s giving of the tenth

does not picture our dedicating
ourselves wholly to God and
symbolizing it by water bap-
tism. The Israclite tithe was
not all their increase; it was
a mere tenth. Therefore it rep-
resents ounly a part of all that
we have dedicated. Our bring-
mi in the antitypical tithe to
Jehovah’s storehouse is simply
a token or symbol of the fact
that we have dedicated our all
to Jehovah as our God; it is
a memorial of our dedication.
W 12/15 21, 23, 24

Saturday, August 18

This is he concerning whom it
is written, “Here I am, send-
ing forth my messenger before
you, to prepare your way
ahead of you!’——Mait.
11: 10, NW.

Jdesus pointed to John the
Baptist as the preparatory
messenger in his time. John
began his ministry about six
months in advance of Jesus
and prepared a small remnant
of Israclites to receive him.
That fact did not mean that
Jesus was the Lord who sud-
denly comes to his temple.
Jesus is not Jehovah the Lord
of the temple. He is Jehovah's
“Angel of the [Abrahamic]
covenant” who accompanies
him to the temple. Since the
preparatory messenger had
come, it was therefore in Jesus’
day that the Lord Jehovah was
to come suddenly to the temple
to show where the God of
judgment was. Not that the
Lord Jehovah had to come per-
gsonally and visibly to the tem-
ple. But Christ his Angel of
the covenant of blessing did
come visibly to Jehovah’s tem-
ple back there, as the repre-
sentative of the Lord Jehovah,
and by %utting his spirit on
Jesus Jehovah was with him
in coming to that temple at Je-
rusalem in 33 (A.D.). W
11715 15



Sunday, August 19

Abound in this kind giving,
—2 Cor. 8:7, NW.

Thus Paul associates giving
of funds with faith and knowl-
edge and love, and recommends
it as a condition of spiritual
health. He reminded them of
the principle that to sow spar-
ingly is to reap sparingly and
then encouraged them: “Let
each one do just as he has
resolved in his heart, not grudg-
ingly or under compulsion, for
God loves a cheerful giver.”
And the charitable gifts of
these Corinthians not only was
a support of the organization
in its material needs but was a
great joy and a source of praise
to Jehovah’s name. In the same
way the voluntary giving of
Jehovah’s witnesses today to
support the vast world-wide
organization of true worship-
ers is also_a cause of joy and
praise to Jehovah. Not under
compulsion but freely all share
in the material advancement of
the work as well as by their
own word of testimony, W 3/1
23, 24

Monday, August 20

There is onc whose rash words

are like sword thrusts, but the

tongue of the wise brings heal-
ing.—Prov. 12: 18, RS.

Jehovah hates perverted
speech and so should we. If
such lips and tongues are in
the congregation, by disfellow-
shiping action the congregation
can be delivered from them.
Many times gossip is concern-
ing a minor matter, but discord
is sown as wagging tongues
magnify it out of all propor-
tion. A gossip makes a moun-
tain out of the molehill and a
molehill of the mountain. The
real mountain, the sowing of

discord, is as a molehill to the
gossiper in comparison with
the minor difficulty that he
magnifies to mountainous pro-
portions to bring about dis-
cord. How dangerous is such
unprofitable speaking! “Every
unprofitable saying that men
speak, they will render an ac-
count concerning it on Judg-
ment Day.” Be assured, there-
fore, that your words, if they
were gossip words, will be con-
demned. How much better now
to cultivate wisely a tongue
that heals instead of one that
injures! W 8/15 14, 15

Tuesday, August 21

Truly I say to you, He will
appoint him over oll his be-
longings.—Matt. 2}: 47, NW.

We rely upon God’s appoint-
ment or ordination in order to
be qualified as his ministers,
even as did Christ and the
early Christians in this most
necessary respect. Today on
earth there is only a remnant
of those whom God has been
choosing and appointing or or-
daining to be his anointed min-
isters of the new covenant. To
them he says: ‘Ye are my wit-
nesses, and my servant whom
I have chosen.” As a group this
remnant now forms a servant
body or a slave body, “the
faithful and discreet slave,”
who has been “appointed over
his domestics to give them
their food at the proper time.”
They have received their ap-
pointment or ordination as
such, not from men, but from
their Master, Jesus Christ.
Since coming to the temple in
1918 for judgment, he has
found this remnant of dedi-
cated, anointed Christians do-
ing what they were appointed
to do. So he has done to them
what he promised. W 11/1 7a



Wednesday, August 22

Our hands did not shed this
blood, neither did our cyes see
it shed. Do not set it to the
account of your people Israel.
—Deut. 21:7, 8, NW.

God lays upon people a joint
responsibility in respect to
bloodshed. This point he made
very clear in his law concern-
ing a person slain whose killer
was never discovered. In clear-
ing themselves of guilt the old-
er men of that likely guilty
city must break the neck of a
young unworked cow in an
unsown torrent valley, doing
80 before the Levite priests.
The older men of that city
then washed their hands over
the cow and asked God not to
lay it to their account. Only
then did God clear them of
guilt of innocent blood. So all
peoples, especially in these days
of total warfare, share in a
community of respousibility for
the blood that has drenched
the earth, all shed because the
nations have refused to ac-
knowledge Jehovah’s universal
sovereignty and to bow peace-
fully before his King Jesus
Christ, seeking his favor.
W 12/1 13, 14a

Thursday, August 23

We are not peddlers of the
word of God as many men are.
—2 Cor. 2: 17, NW.

Because God has given us
this knowledge and thus placed
a responsibility upon us not to
keep it to ourselves, he has
sent us. We are under his view,
and we want to gain his ap-
grova.l by the way we act and

y the use we make of this gift
of knowledge. From our very
hearts we do not want to be
peddlers. Being a peddler—
well, even a servant of the
Devil can be a peddler, and a
peddler of God’s Word is a

servant of the Devil ; but being
a peddler of anything is so far
below the dignity and lofty
honor of being in the trium-
phal train of the Most High
God, sincerely enjoying the
pleasure and privilege of shar-
ing his Word unselfishly with
others and making the odor of
the knowledge of him percep-
tible to them. If we are in
company with Christ we have
to handle God’s Word that
way, and we do_want to stay
in his company, W 10/15 2a

Friday, August 24

Whatever things you may bind
on earth will have been bound
in heaven and whatever things
you may loose on earth will
have been loosed in heaven.
—Mait, 18:18, NW.

Jesus stated that his disciples
would be recognized as proph-
ets, bringing a prophet’s re-
ward to those who are desirous
of learning about Jesus. He
also revealed that the line
of communication ran back
through the individuals making
up the prophet group, then
through Jesus and finally to
Jehovah. (Matt. 10:40-42)
And just as no individual since
Jesus’ day has been singled out
in the fulfillment of Bible
prophecies, so no single indi-
vidual has comprised God’s spe-
cial prophet since Jesus. For
this reason Jesus made plans
for an anointed congregation
of disciples to become the col-
lective channel in the earth
making known God’s communi-
cations, as above indicated.
Note that the things to be re-
strained or freed on earth must
first be bound or loosed in
heaven with instructions com-
municated to the organized
group on earth. This power is
organizational in scope and ap-
plies to no one man. W §/15
11, 12a



Saturday, August 25

There i3 a way which seems
right to a man, but its end is
the way to death.—Prov.
14: 12, RS.

All who will receive life
must dedicate themselves to
Jehovah and so it is a wise
course indeed. However, many
people say: “I believe that,
if one just does the best he
can and tries to get along,
everything will come out all
right.” But that is not what
the Bible teaches; it is a self-
deception. Those for whom
“everything will come out all
right” are those who receive
everlasting life, and it is im-
possible to receive lasting life
if one is cut off from Jehovah,
the Fountain of life. His liv-
ing Word leaves no doubt
about this. Dedication dem-
onstrates complete trust and
confidence in Jehovah. It
shows that the person has as-
surance that Jehovah is God,
that God is right, that his
cause will be victorious, that
there is no doubt in the heart
and mind of the dedicated one
and that he is happy and joy-
ful to take his stand on God’s
side. W 6/15 12, 13

Sunday, August 26

Ponder over these things, be

absorbed in them, that your

advancement may be manifest
to all.—1 Tim. 4: 15, NW.

Every Christian must ad-
vance within Jehovah's organi-
zation and never be ashamed
to make this advancement
manifest to all persons within
the congregation. If you re-
spectfully speak up and ex-
press yourself and others be-
come aware that you are be-
coming more mature and
spiritually-minded, that makes
their hearts glad and it may
help them to follow in the

same way, for they see the
benefit you are deriving from
studying and communicating
in the hearing of your brothers.
They will observe, too, that
you are paying constant atten-
tion to yourself, keeping your-
self in attendance at all meet-
ings and that you are getting
out in the field service. Not
that you are trying to be bet-
ter than someone else, but
simply better than you have

been, because you see the
great responsibility Jehovah
has placed on each one who

has dedicated himself to serve
God, respounsibility to grow, to
increase. W 1/1 16a

Monday, August 27

Let us pursue the things mak-
ing for peace and the things
that are upbuilding to one
another—Rom. 14:19, NW.

Our loving Creator knows
what man requires to achieve
and maintain happiness. It
pleases him to teach us how
to gain happiness in the very
way in which he does, by ex-
pressing love to others. We
want to apply ourselves dili-
gently to this lesson and learn
it very well. Our brothers in
the congregation will truly
appreciate our working with
them, if we edify them by
the example we set, if we
lovingly build them up, not
probing and tearing down, but
in the helpful way working
regularly with them and com-
mending their progress in
praising Jehovah. If there is
some difficulty or problem in
the congregation, we will not
be quick to accuse our brothers
or condemn them and bring
them into public censure.
Rather, we can correct by a
loving example, demonstrating
the spirit of mercy that Jeho-
vah has so abundantly extend-
ed to all. W 3/15 12a



Tuesday, August 28

Let all malicious bitterness
and anger and wrath and
sereaming and abusive speech
be taken awaey from you.
—Eph. 4:81, NW.

Keep a tactful tongue in
your head when living in a
divided household. Divine coun-
sel is: “Let your utterance be
always with graciousness, sea-
soned with salt, so as to know
how you ought to give an
answer to each one.” If this
applies to outsiders, it certain-
ly does to those inside the
family circle. “Return evil for
evil to no one,” including evil
speech. To answer back in
angry rebuttal may not be to
the interest of the unbeliever.
The one loving Jehovah will
be “doing nothing out of con-
tentiousness.” Refuse to be-
come provoked; it is better to
take abuse than to give it.
However, while the beclievers
in a divided house should make
many concessions to preserve
peace and perhaps win over
the unbelievers, there is a
point where compromise must
end, and that is when integrity
to Jehovah iz put in jeopardy.
W 4/1 9, 10a

Wednesday, August 29

Contend for wictory in the
right contest of the faith.
—1 Tim. 6: 12, NW.

We must prove our faith-
fulness by continuing “in the
faith, established on the foun-
dation and steadfast and not
being shifted away from” our
hope. Despite all the Devil and
his organization ean bring
against us, “Jehovah knows
how to deliver people of godly
devotion out of trial.” Yes, a
trial of faith can be expected
in this clash between the old

and new-world systems. But
instead of shrinking under fire
we rejoice teo find ourselves
privileged to show our faith
in God’s name. This is the day
to put our faithfulness to the
proof. It is the right combina-
tion, of faith with works, that
meets with approval. This is
the faith that is shown in
favorable season and trouble-
some season, in persecution or
peace—faith in big things or
little things. It is faith in Je-
hovah, his Word and his
organization. W 6/1 8, 9a

Thursday, August 30

We are . . . among those who

are perishing . an odor

issuing from death to death.
—2 Cor. 2: 15, 16, NW.

To some we are a stench.
Our Kingdom message bodes
no good to them. It is like a
foul smell issuing from a dead
thing, contaminating and dead-
1y to breathe in. It issues from
a death-dealing source and
spells death to them. Why?
Because they are a part of this
world and love it and do not
want to break loose from it.
They do not want to reform
and become reconciled to God
through Christ. They prefer
the company of his enemies
who tickle their noses as well
as their ears. But we preach
the coming destruction of this
world and of all those who re-
main a part of it. So we stink
to these world lovers. To them
we are pestilential, we are
death-dealing, we ought to be
buried out of sight, out of
smelling and out of hearing.
This message of Jehovah’s uni-
versal sovereignty and of his
new world and of the destrue-
tion of this old world is an
offense to them and puts us in
ggd odor with them. W 10/15



Friday, August 31

Bring the whole tithe into the
treasure-house, . . . end prove
me . . . if I open not to you
the windows of the heavens,
and pour you out a blessing.
—Mal. 3:19, Da.

We do not have just Jesus’
words to make us sure that
material prosperity is based on
spiritual prosperity. (Matt.
6:31-33) We have a national
example of this in the nation
of Israel long ago and an ex-
ample today in the holy nation
of Jehovah’s anointed witness-
es. They an example of pros-
perity? Yes, spiritually. But
what of all the international
hatred and widespread perse-
cution of them? That goes
along with spiritual prosperity,
even as Jesus showed at Mark
10:29, 30. The illustration
that Jehovah’s witnesses are
furnishing today was foretold
in the above prophecy. It
stated the rule for gaining real
prosperity. As this rule is con-
trary to the rules of this world
the applying of it calls for
courage, faith and persistence
and brings about a test. But
it is a test that proves the rule

and leads to a3sgtisfying bless- |

ing. W 12/15

Saturday, September 1

The sons of God began to no-
tice the daughters of men, that
they were good-looking, and
they went to taking wives for
themselves.—Gen. 6:2, NW.

There is no Bible record

that any of the holy angels |

rebelled with Satan at the
garden of ¥ den or shortly
afterward. DBut other angels
did become demons at least
in the last hundred and twenty
years before the Flood when
they married daughters of men.
To have sex relations with
these the sons of God had to

materialize as humans, as men.
To live with their wives and
enjoy their company night and
day and raise their offspring
they had to remain material-
ized in the flesh. The evidence
is that they continued in this
materialized state without in-
terruption until the Flood.
During all this time they were
neglecting their God-given du-
tics in the spirit realm, in
order to enjoy the satisfaction
of the passions of the flesh.
This was disobedience to God,
not only in this respect, but
also in the mixing of what is
angelic with what is human
Z)?‘r ggeedmg purposes. W 9/15

»

Sunday, September 2

We have become a theatrical
spectacle to the world.
—1 Cor. }:9, NW.

God richly blessed the un-
gelfish labors of Paul and his
fellow apostles. Their fearless
proclamation of the Kingdom
message attracted thousands of
meek persons who loved right-
eousness. What proof they
gave of unshakable allegiance
to Jehovah! The entireness of
their devotion was a source
of amazement to all who wit-
nessed it. Likewise today,
those who walk in the integri-
ty of their heart before Jeho-
vah are in a hostile world as
a people wondered at, misun-
derstood, hatefully opposed and
persecuted. Are you one of
them merely by profession or
does your personal course of
integrity identify you as one
of them? Is your mind single
for God and righteousness? Is
your heart strong and clean
to pump constantly through
your inner self the heavenly
wisdom that becomes a well-
spring of life everlasting? If
yes, then you will be happily
numbered among God’s men of
integrity. W 4/15 22, 23



Monday, September 8

If o brother or a sister is in
a naked state and lacking the
food sufficient for the day, yet
a certain one of you says to
them, “Go in peace, keep warm
and well fed,” but you do not
give them the necessities for
their body, of what benefit is
it?-—Jas. 2:15, 16, NW.

Our interest in the advance-
ment of Jehovah’s praise is
not mere lip service, nor is it
solely a matter of faith. The
material needs of an interna-
tional organization are not
supplied by faith alone, any
more than is the world-wide
preaching, The material giving
necessary for Christians has
been demonstrated in modern
times as well as in the be-
ginning of the Christian con-
gregation. Today, as then,
people of all nations are com-
ing into the truth, assocxatmg
themselves with God's organi-
zation. Very few are rich in
the material things of life nor
o e& seek such, but they
know that it was through his
organization that God brought
them the truth and so they
gladly support it in a material
way. W 38/1 21,

Tuesday, September 4

Baptizing them in the name of
the Father.—Matt. 28: 19.

“In the name of the Father,”
most certainly, because the
dedication itself is to the Fa-
ther, Jehovah God. To be bap-
tized in his name means to
have made a dedication to him,
being baptized in full recogni-
tion of his office, supremacy
and his authority as the Most
High. Even as Jesus repeated-
ly stressed the importance of
the name of his Father so it
is expected of the dedicated
one that he will uphold the

cause of the Father, the cause
of true worship, will preach
in honor of the Word and
name of Jehovah and will fully
bear his responsibilities as a
minister to uphold the true
worship of Jehovah. He must
be a house-to-house witness as
were Christ and the apostles
to the extent of his ability,
and he must otherwise be a
witness of the theocratic king-
dom of righteousness. It is
God’s will that the dedicated
one continually study his Word
and that such one progress in
righteousness. W 7/1 9, 10a

Wednesday, September 5

There should prove to be one
law and one judicial decision
for you end for the temporary
resident.—Num. 15: 16, NW.

Since the *“other sheep”
must follow the Right Shep-
herd, they also must be ‘faith-
ful and true witnesses’ just
as he was; they also must be
adequately qualified ministers
of Jehovah. Of course, they
cannot be “ministers of a new
covenant” in the sense that
Paul was. But we must re-
member that spiritual Israel
was foreshadowed by natural
Israel. As members of that
chosen nation the natural Is-
raelites were in the law cove-
nant with Jehovah. But among
them were many non-Israelites
who were temporary residents,
some even being temple slaves.
These also worshiped Jehovah
as their God and his law pro-
tected them and provided many
blessings and privileges. The;
were to bring no reproacl
upon His name but were to
praise him along with the
natural Israelites. The same
is true of the “temporary resi-
dents,” the other sheep, today.
w 1/



Thursday, September 6

Take up the complete suit of

armor from God, that you may

be able to resist in the wicked
day—Hph. 6:13, NW.

Now that Armageddon’s de-
struction is impending and the
demons are slyly leading world
rulers and their peoples to de-
struction there, we are indeed
living in a wicked day. Every-
where the “works of the flesh”
abound and those works in-
clude the “practice of spirit-
ism,” concerning which Paul
warns that ‘“those who prac-
tice such things will not in-
herit God’s kingdom.” (Gal.
5:19-21, NW) Neither will
any such be allowed to exist
in the “new earth.,” (Rev.
21:8) If we put the greatest
value upon life in the new
world, then we need to fight
constantly against the unseen
enemies of our gaining it. Paul
exposes these enemies as ‘the
governments, the authorities,
the world-rulers of this dark-
ness, the wicked spirit forces
in the heavenly places,” and at
the same time he encourages
us to use the “complete suit
of armor from God,” the only
effective means to beat back
these foes and come off vic-
torious. W 10/1 39, 40

Friday, September 7

As cities of refuge they will

serve. For . . . the temporary

resident and for the settler.
—Num. 85: 14, 15, NW.

These non-Israelites picture
those not of spiritual Israel
who turn to Jehovah and want
to take advantage of his merci-
ful arrangements through his

igh Priest. Seeing the blood-
gul tiness of all the world they
want no share further in it
nor in ({)aymg its penalty at
Armageddon. In fleeing to the
antitypical city of refuge they
show the sincerity of their re-

pentance and of their reliance
upon God’s mercy to spare
their lives through Armaged-
don. How? Dy dedicating
themselves to God to be sub-
jeet to the divine will from
now on into eternity. Thus
today, hundreds of thousands
of these are found within Jeho-
vah’s provision in company
with the remnant, inside the
New World society. Now is
the time, since 1931, for these
other sheep to be gathered to
his fold. This fact adds to the
proof that now, since 1914,
is the time of appllcatlon of
this prophetic picture of the
refuge cities. W 12/1 18a

Saturday, September 8

Jesus cried out with a loud
voice, and ceased to breathe.
And, look! the curtain of the
sanctuary was rent in two,
from top to bottom, and the
earth quaked.—Matt.,
27:50, 51, NW.

The God of judgment saw
that when the priests and Le-
vites, who had handed over
Jesus to the Romans, would
go back to their duties at the
temple it would be with hands
reddened with the blood of his
Angel of the covenant. So
when Jesus gasped out his last
words, then Jehovah himself
came to the temple, by his
power aimed directly at the
Most Holy. No, not by a glory
cloud filling the house, not by
fire from heaven miraculously
consuming animal sacrifices,
no, but by causing the earth
under the temple city to quake
and the rock-masses to be split
and by hiding the sun from
shining on the temple and by
ripping the curtain of the
sanctuary down the middle,
from its thirty-foot-high top
down to its bottom, although
it was inches thick, exposing
the innermost room as being
bare of the ark of the cove-
nant. W 11/15 18



Sunday, September 9

Pay constant attention to your-
self and to your teaching.
—1 Tim. 4:16, NW.

To maintain integrity we
see how important it is te
meet with the congregation, to
mingle with and express our-
selves among our brothers, so
that we can always be sure
that our teaching, the things
we speak from house to house
and in Bible studies, is correct.
By meeting attendance we are
constantly testing whether we
are in the faith and we keep
proving or demonstrating what
we ourselves are. Results of
such conduct are marvelous,
constantly bringing joy and
gladness to our hearts. And by
taking in knowledge, by hold-
ing fast to instruction, by be-
lieving the whole Word of
God, you can save yourself,
By your holding fast to the
public declaration of your hope
those who listen to you in the
congregation can be helped
and those also who listen to
wou preaching the Kingdom
good news can be helped. W
1/1 17a

Monday, September 10

Above all things, have intense
love for one anmother, . .. Be
hospitable to one another with-
out grumbling.—1 Pet.
4:8,9, NW.

There are work and prob-
lems, difficulties and hardships
that are common to all who
strive to follow in the course
of Christian service. Perhaps
there are things we might com-
plain about; however, we must
resist this temptation with all
our strength for, if we do not,
it will ultimately take away
from us the only thing worth-
while in life, happiness in serv-
ing God. Jehovah wants us to

be different from the world
from which he is separating
his people. He is taking them
apart and teaching them to
live as a New World society.
With that separation comes
freedom and deliverance from
the spirit of complaint and
faultfinding. His organization
is made up of busy, happy
people who strive more and
more to live according to the
standards of his new world.
He will not permit any to
carry into it old worldly habits
of murmuring and complain-
ing. W 3/15 14a

Tuesday, September 11

Indeed, a man’s enemies will
be persons of his own house-
hold.—Matt. 10: 36, NW.

We often hear of faithful
witnesses behind the iron cur-
tain in labor and concentration
camps, suffering cold, hunger,
torture, and facing firing
squads. We shudder at their
trials, marvel at their integri-
ty, rejoice in their stanch
stand and unflinching zeal
through it all. We glory in
the striking contribution they
make to Jehovah's vindication
and pray for their continued
courage in the face of tortures.
Let us remember also others
under dictatorial governments
who, besides the risk of suffer-
ing such things, are being
sorely tried in other ways.
‘What of those whose home is
a divided front with a constant
clash of wills, with a war of
nerves and attrition ceaseless-
ly raging, and in danger of
being betrayed to the govern-
ment? Is it not a sore trial to
love a mate or child, yet see
that one going against you,
opposing Jehovah, heading for
destruction ? Most excruciating
is the pain from wounds in-
flicted by loved ones. W 4/1 14a



Wednesday, September 12

As substitutes for Christ we
beg: “Become reconciled to
God."—2 Cor. 5:20, NW.

One who has taken up the
ministry and observed all the
eounsel of God and willingly
steps into his proper place be-
comes an envoy of Christ and
is well qualified to urge others
to become reconciled to God by
getting into their proper place.
God is using the ministry to
enable multitudes of persons
to learn how to please God
properly. It is easily scen that
for one to humble himself and
to be squarely in his proper
place is so very important for
the success of his ministry
and the resultant obtaining of
eternal life not only by others
but also by himself, This is
difficult for many persons to
do because of the prestige they
may have in this old world.
But God will not change his
organization for any one of us.
It is up to each one of us to
change if we want to fit into
God’s organization, and fit in
we will want to if we appre-
ciate life. W 5/1 23256

Thursday, September 18

He disarmed the principalities
and powers and made @ public
example of them, triumphing
over them.—CQCol. 2: 15, RS.

In ancient times living cap-
tives from among the defeated
were often stripped naked and
led in the triumphal processlon
before the conqueror’s chariot,
So when Jehovah triumphed
over the accusing satanic gov-
ernments and authorities by
letting Jesus die faithful and
then resurrecting him for his
faithfulness, Jehovah in effect
stripped those enemy govern-
ments and authorities, disarm-

ing them and rendering them
naked, completely exposed, as
conquered. Jehovah was now
within his right to forgive the
trespasses of his Christian wit-
nesses and to justify them or
declare them righteous that
they might gain the heavenly
kingdom with their Leader
Jesus Christ. So those satanic
governments and aunthorities
could no longer condemn them
as sinners already condemned
by God’s own law through
Moses, for by faith in Christ’s
sacrifice they were forgiven
and cleansed and declared
righteous, and were thus given
a good conscience. W 10/15 29

Friday, September 14

Through him let us always
offer to God a sacrifice of
praise, that i3, the fruit of
lips which make public decla-
ration to his name.—Heb.
13:15, NW,

Contributing spiritually to
the witnessing, accompanied
by prayer, is more important
than the material contribution.
All of us, whether materially
rich or poor, can bring in this
kind of spiritual tithe into
Jehovah’s storehouse. Whereas
some may see themselves able
to give only the ‘widow’s mite,’
they can still give the more
vital spiritual tenth to temple
worship by directly witnessing
according to opportunity. The
materially well supplied who
can give money or goods must
not think that the money gift
excuses them from the spirit-
ual contribution in the way of
preaching and making public
declaration either at meetings
or out in the field service, We
must bring in the whole spirit-
ual tithe by backing up the
preachmg and pelsonally tak-
ing part in it. W 12/15 29



Saturday, September 15

He will feed his flock like a

shepherd, he will gather the

lambs in his arm, and carry
them—Isa. 40: 11, AS.

Jesus was mild-tempered,
reasonable, merciful and con-
siderate toward those he was
training. He was not upset by
trifles. He was also of a lowly
disposition in his dealing with
them, with no big ideas of
himself or creating an impres-
sion of superiority, even though
perfect. He was always a re-
freshing companion, for he
truly had the most lovely and
lovable personality., He is our
example and model, and those
who are privileged to have any
part, great or small, in giving
a right lead to their brothers
will do well to follow that
example closely. Then you, like
Jesus, will always be refresh-
ing to your brothers and in
that way you, too, will be giv-
ing of your best and will get
the best out of others. For our
benefit and example, let us
ever keep in mind Jesus’ in-
;giring leadership. W 2/1 19,

a

Sunday, September 16

GQuard your heart with all
vigilance, for thence are the
well-springs of life.—Prov.

: ’

Failure to keep integrity al-
ways stems from the creature’s
lack of consideration for the
unity and welfare of all other
members of God’s universal
organization. Attention was
turned inwardly to self. The
close basic connection between
the words fail and deceive un-
derlines the fact that each
corrupted one deceived himself
into thinking more highly of
himself than he ought, and

therefore thinking less of his
Creator and his fellow crea-
tures than he ought. Once em-
barked on the course of self-
deception, the next step was
to deceive fellow creatures.
The courts of heaven witnessed
the first failure when the inor-
dinate ambition of a mighty
cherub goaded him on to over-
step the safe boundaries of
freedom and precious responsi-
bility with which his Maker
had surrounded him. Self-
deception strengthened his un-
lawful desire, which in turn
drew him into the field of un-
lawful action. W 4}/15 24, 25

Monday, September 17

Faith follows the report. In
turn, the report is through the
word about Christ—Rom,
10:17, NW.

Our faith in Jehovah is built
upon a solid foundation, the
inspired record of the Bible.
Faith has as its groundwork
logic, facts, reason and truth.
An example of the solid foun-
dation of faith is set out by
Paul in 1 Corinthians chapter
15, about the resurrection.
First he presents the evidence
about Christ’s resurrection by
the testimony of the apostles
and five hundred brothers who
witnessed his reappearing. He
shows the Scriptural evidence
on the subject, also using
illustrations and argumenta-
tion to show a good reason
for our faith in the power of
God to resurrect. Thus Paul
had a reason for his faith.
We should in like manner
“prove all things,” thereby
confirming our faith, building
it npon a sure foundation of
accurate knowledge. Because
of such faith we have confi-
dence in things not seen as yet.
wWe6/11,4



Tuesday, September 18

So, the good which I see to be

worth while is that one should

eat and drink and get enjoy-

ment out of all his toil.—Eccl.
5:18, AT.

The work we do must be
good work, done with right
motives, in harmony with Je-
hovah’s purpose, a work given
by his hand, and done accord-
ing to integrity and morality.
But inasmuch as modern men
have not considered this feasi-
ble and look upon it as ham-
pering them in their mad
scramble of competitively heap-
ing up money and material
goods, they have cast it off
like shackles, only to find
themselves imprisoned and
frustrated by their own greed
and their world cringing in
terror because of a morally
decadent materialism of atomic
power. But with an apprecia-
tion of spiritual values man
can enjoy his work, eat and
sleep in peace of mind, have
no fear of materialism, and
even when he dies the benefi-
cial fruits of his labor will
not be lost to him. This work
is not vanity but Iyields deep
satisfaction. W 8/1 20, 22

Wednesday, September 19

He took Peter and John and
James along and climbed up
into a mountain to pray.
[And] look! two men were
conversing with him, who were
Moses and Elijah.—Luke
9:28, 30, NW.

This was no materialization
of the dead prophets Moses
and Elijah. Peter, James and
John were conscious and ob-
served what was going on, for
they were to be made witnesses
of this transfiguration so as to
make more firm the prophecies
of the Bible. (2 Pet. 1: 16-19)
This could not have been a

spiritistic materialization of
Moses and Elijah, for they
were both dead souls, and the
time for their resurrection
from the dead had not yet
arrived. Rather, this was a
vision, like the vision that
John had about sixty years
later and that was so real that
he talked with those appearing
in it. Jesus himself pronounce
the transfiguration a vision,
saying: ‘“Tell the vision to no
one until the Son of man is
raised up from the dead.”
Spiritualists are therefore au-
thoritatively barred from using
the transfiguration of Jesus in
support of their teaching, W
9/15 24, 25

Thursday, September 20

The form of worship that is
clean and undefiled from the
standpoint of our God and Fea-
ther is . . . to keep oneself
without spot from the world.
—Jas. 1:27, NW.

It is Jehovah’s hand that
gets his anointed remnant and
their dedicated companions
apart, separates them, even as
King Solomon prophetically
said at the temple Inaugura-
tion: “You yourself separated
them as your possession out
of all the peoples of the earth.”
(1 Ki. 8:53, NW) That they
are all of them separated from
this world to preach the good
news of the kingdom Paul
showed: “Paul, a slave of Je-
sus Christ and called to be
an apostle, separated to God’s
good news.” Because of thus
being set apart, separated,
they are obligated to praectice
the clean, undefiled form of
worship, the pure religion.
Therefore they are unlike the
clergy of Christendom who
claim to be set apart and
whom the law gives a set-apart
status and yet who mix in
with the politics and combats
of the nations. W 11/1 14a



Friday, September 21

The press is full, the vats
overflow; for their wickedness
is great. Multitudes, multi-
tudes in the velley of decision!
For the day of Jehovah is at
hand.—Joel 3: 13, 14, Da.

One outstanding reason for
God’s crushing the lifeblood
out of this worldly system of
things is the enormous blood-
guiltiness that rests upon it
and that must be punished.
This is true not only of the
political, commercial and so-
cial organizations of this world
but also of its religion. All
the religions of this world now
associate with the United Na-
tions, support it and, like the
great harlot, Babylon the
Great, ride the seven-headed
wild beast to a battle against
the King of kings. All the
blood unrighteously shed on
earth is due to false religion
and is there laid to the charge
of this mysterious Babylon the
Great. In executing judgment
at Armageddon the God of
justice renders to all worldly
religion her dues for her
sickening bloodthirstiness and
bloodguiltiness, W 12/1 12

Saturday, September 22

It s writien, “My house will
be called a house of prayer,”’
but you are making it a cave
of robbers.—Mait. 21: 13, NW.

Three and a half years after
Jesus had been begotten as a
spiritual Son and anointed to
be king he rode like a king on
coronation day into the royal
city of Jerusalem. To the tem-
ple he went, but he was not
received by the high priest
and anointed to be king of the
Jews and then hailed by all
the priests and Levites. No,
they were polluters of the cove-

nant of Levi; they did not
accept God’s great sacrificial
Lamb for the sins of mankind
and the law of truth was not
in their mouths. They objected
indignantly to many boys in
the temple hailing Jesus. And
since they did not drive the
money changers and animal
gellers out of the temple, it
took Jesus to do it. The words
Jesus quoted on that occasion
were Jehovah’s words, and Je-
hovah was thus with his Angel
of the covenant in this expres-
sion of judgment at the tem-
ple, cleansing it at least of
this religious commerecialism.

W 11/15 16

Sunday, September 23

Jehovah is good to all; . . .
He will fulfil the desire of
them that fear him; he also
will hear their cry, and will
save them.—Ps. 145:9,
19, AS.

Let the world spurn Jeho-
vah’s goodness; for our part
we shall find satisfaction for-
ever by now accepting the
loving offer in his open hand.
In loving appreciation we will
accept his great means for
our salvation, his kingdom by
Jesus Christ, which is now
established in the heavens, and
we will preach it in all the
inhabited earth for the purpose
of a witness to all the nations
until the end comes. We will
band together and regularly
meet together as a New World
society, doing so without fail,
to encourage one another and
to incite one another to love
and right works, ‘and all the
more so a8 we behold the great
day drawing near.’ Doing this,
we make and carry out the
life-giving decision in this time
of man’s erisis, and God’s love
in coming to our rescue will be
vindicated. W 1/15 37



Monday, September 24

I take pleasure . . . in perse-
cutions and difficulties, for
Christ.—2 Cor. 12:10, NW.

Where persecution is great,
a real spirit of love, harmony
and happiness abounds. There
may be obstacles to meeting
together and preaching regu-
larly, but the brothers over-
come them and are happy at
it. They have been delivered
from a wicked old world and
Jehovah sees to it that they
are protected and fed spirit-
ually. So they do not pity
themselves. They may receive
long prison terms, but they
consider it no reason to de-
spair or to murmur. On the
contrary they all the more rec-
ognize their blessings as unde-
served, and maintain unshak-
able faith. They are not dis-
couraged in the least by these
hardships. The work is not
stopped or even hindered. The
good news is being preached.
The people of good will are
hearing it and are associating
themselves with Jehovah's New
World society even in totali-
tarian lands. W 8/15 17a

Tuesday, September 25

Keep this mental aititude in
you which was also in Christ
Jesus, who . . . gave no con-
stderation to a seizure, namely,
that he should be equal to God.
—Phil. 2:5, NW.

Christian wives should keep
this mental attitude of Christ,
and not the attitude of many
worldly wives that clamor for
equality with and often domi-
nancy over their husbands.
They will not even untheocrat-
ically consider seizing a part
or all of the family ieadship

that is divinely assigned to
their husbands. They will sub-
mit to the marriage arrange-
ment, realizing that it has
been so ordained, not by man,
but by Jehovah himself. To
rebel against the arrangement
is to rebel, not against any
man, but against Jehovah him-
self. Remember that it was
the covering cherub in Xden
that was headstrong and felt
cramped and oppressed by Je-
hovah’s headship and there-
upon rebelled and became in-
famous as Satan the Devil.
Wives who are not submissive
to their husbands are copying
Satan, not Christ. W 4/1 10

Wednesday, September 26

The people answered unani-
mously and seid: “All that
Jehovah has spoken 1we are
willing to do.”—Euw,
19:8, NW.

Worship of Jehovah calls
for dedication to him because
of his completely worthy quali-
ties. In Egypt, Moses and fel-
low Israelites worshiped Je-
hovah, declining to go contrary
to his laws. Jehovah recog-
nized Israel as his people. Re-
peatedly he made it plain that
the purpose of his taking out
Israel was that they might
worship him as his own peo-
ple. Israel decided to do what
Jehovah would have them do,
even though they at the time
did not know just what would
be involved following their
deliverance from Egypt. At
Mount Sinai through a cove-
nant arrangement Jehovah
emphasized to the nation of
Israel the special relationship
in which they were with him
and there Israel as a nation,
all the people, declared their
agreement to their dedication.
W 6/15 1-3a



Thursday, September 27

Thanks be to God who always

leads us in a triumphal pro-

cession in company with the

Christ and makes the odor of

the knowledge of him percep-

tible through us in every place!
—2 Cor. 2: 14, NW.

If we dedicate ourselves to
Jehovah and then as his wit-
nesses preach the good news
of his kingdom, he leads us
in his triumphal procession
with Christ the reigning King.
Jehovah leads us, not as cap-
tives to our shame and public
humiliation, but as a victorious
general leads his army in a
triumphal procession along a
perfumed route through the
welcoming capital. He leads
us as sharers of His victory
through Christ, and as those
by whom he is gaining further
victory by making ’;l)erceptible
everywhere through wus the
knowledge of himself, by our
publishing of the Bible and its
message of the hour. Since
1919 Jehovah has given us
this Kingdom message and
wherever we preach it it tri-
umphs., It gains victories,
transforming many who for-
merly were enemies of God by
wicked works into witnesses of
Jehovah, W 10/15 35

Friday, September 28

I will rebuke the devourer for
your sakes, and he shall not
destroy the fruits of your
ground; neither shall your vine
cast its fruit before the time
in the field—Mal. 3:11, AS.

Jehovah’s witnesses are now
the best spiritually provided-
for people on the face of the
earth., The seed we have sown
has been protected, to grow
and come to fruition, and the
devouring enemies have not
been permitted to devour the

fruitage by their overrunning
tactics, leaving our fields bar-
ren of increase. Qur pestilen-
tial enemies have been rebuked.
We are having a blessed time
of harvest. Our vine of King-
dom joy has not been blasted
or ruined by pests, to cause
the developing fruit to drop
off or shrivel up. Our expecta-
tions have been realized, no,
exceeded. So we have spiritual
bread to strengthen our hearts
and spiritual wine to gladden
them as we go on in Jehovah’s
service and regularly bring in-
to his storehouse the whole
memorial of our complete dedi-
cation to him, W 12/15 10a

Saturday, September 29

With it we bless Jehovah, even
the Father, and yet with it we
curse men who have come into
eristence “‘in the likeness of
God”, Out of the same mouth
come forth blessing and curs-
ing.—Jas. 3:9, 10, NW.

James took to task the hu-
man tongue. By striking illus-
trations he emphasized the
difficulty of controlling this
little body member. Bits in the
mouths of horses can turn
their whole bodies. Small rud-
ders can swing big ships
around. So the little tongue
makes great brags. As a tiny
spark can set a forest aflame,
s0 the small tongue can be a
fire to inflame the whole body
and defile it. The beasts of
earth men can tame, “but the
tongue, not one of mankind
can get it tamed.,” Why, “if
anyone does not stumble in
word, this one is a perfect
man.” A fountain does not
bubble out both the sweet and
the bitter. A fig tree does not
produce olives, nor a vine figs.
Neither does salt water pro-
duce sweet water. Yet the
same tongue sends out both
blessing and cursing. This is
not fitting. W 8/15 la



Sunday, September 30

For cach one will carry his
own load of responsibility.
—@Gal. 6:5, NW.

We must pay constant at-
tention to oursclves so that
we may gain life in the new
world. Individually we must
look after our own integrity.
No one else can take any one
of us into the new world by
holding our hand and dragging
us through the battle of Arma-
geddon. Each dedicated Chris-
tian witness of Jehovah must
stand on his own feet. He
must hold fast to instruction.
Wisdom and understanding
of Jehovah's purposes are the
vital essentials that will ensure
your survival. But, remember,
you cannot go alone. While
you may do much private
studying, it is very necessary
that you meet with the congre-
gation and there make the
Bub]ic declaration of your

ope. Knowledge that you thus
gain and dispense shows that
you are holding fast to in-
struction and that you can be
assured of everlasting life. W
1/1 15a

Monday, October 1

If the nations have shared in
their spiritual things, they
also owe it to minister publicly
to these with things for the
physical body.—Rom.
15:27, NW.

All who feast on Jehovah's
spiritual provision and come
to maturity share in the
preaching work. The spiritual
food is abundant, yet some
must devote their time to pro-
ducing it. This Jehovah has
made possible through his gen-
erous gift in men to the organi-
zation. Writing and printing
literature that contains the

beautiful Kingdom message are
indeed privileges. But distrib-
uting the literature is also
necessary for the harvest and
carries with it its own special
blessings. Thus, every activity
in the organization is neces-
sary and all work together to
complete the arrangement. Be-
sides, those who are not able
to have part in the producing
of the literature can assist
financially in this feature of
the work. This shows the in-
terdependency of the organiza-
tion, each part supplying its
own share to provide for the
lack of others. W 8/1 31, 32

Tuesday, October 2

He that has seen me has seen
the Father also—John

14:9, NW.
In God’s due time earth’s
inhabitants became favored

with the most direct line of
communication possible with
God. For three and one-half
years men were able to see
and hear God’s highest officer
or spokesman. Jesus, in his
prehuman existence having
been the great personal com-
panion of Jehovah, was able
to reflect the amazing person-
ality of God, reproduce words
and phrases just as originally
emanating from the mouth of
God and in fact display in con-
vergation here on earth the
exalted type of thinking pro-
duced by the very mind of
God. Our experience today is
the same where we get to know
someone’s  personality very
well, are able to repcat words
and phrases in his same man-
ner and can convey to others
the type of thinking of this
striking individual, Jesus con-
firms this view in his above
answer to Philip’s request:
“Master, show us the Father,”
W 5/15 17, 10a



Wednesday, October 3

Stand firm, therefore, with
your loing girded about with
truth, and having on the
breastplate %{ righteousness.
—Eph, 6:14, NW.

It is high time to follow
this advice. So gird your men-
tal loins about with the truth
of God’s Word. Then you will
not weaken in the fight against
all the untruthful propaganda
of the wicked spirit forces in
the umseen places of attack.
Let your mind feed upon the
truth of the resurrection of the
dead. Then you will hold firm
and steady against the untruth
of the immortality of the hu-
man soul and “survival after
death.” Also by having on the
breastglate of righteousness,
your heart will be protected
against the sentimental ap-
peals of spiritualism and
against its rejection of the
rangom sacrificee of Jesus
Christ, which is the only
means for us sinners to have
our sins counterbalanced and
to gain everlasting righteous-
ness that will make us worthy
of eternal life in the new
world where righteousness is
to dwell. W 10/1 41

Thursday, October 4

Do we, perhaps, like some
men, nced letters of recom-
mendation?—2 Cor. $:1, NW.

Could Paul show an appoint-
ment letter to congregations
he established or to the Roman
rulers before whom he ap-
peared? There is nothing to
show he had such a letter!
Paul did not need such a let-
ter. He had something better.
He had witnesses at Dainascus
to testify that he had been
baptized in water to symbolize
his dedication. He was also
“filled with holy spirit” and
had the miraculous gifts of
that spirit, What is more, he

had the power to lay his hands
on baptized believers and im-
part to them the gifts of the
spirit. From this he knew that
his being adequately qualified
had issued from God. What
need did he have, then, of a
letter from anyone on earth?
The most telling evidence of
anyone’s being adequately
qualified for a service or minis-
try is the product of his work,
what he has accomplished.
Paul had that evidence, and
it served as a most impressive
letter of recommendation prov-
izx})g his appointment. W 11/1
2a

Friday, October 5

The foreigners that join them-
selves to Jehovah, to minister
unto him, and to love the name
of Jehovah, to be his servants,
every one that keepeth the sab-
bath from profaning it, and
holdeth fast my covenant;
even them will I bring to my
holy mountain.—Isa.
56:6,17, AS.

Let us aid the sheeplike for-
eigners to see the vital need
and opportunity now to serve
him, to keep his sabbath by
not profaning it with egotisti-
cal works of self-righteousness
tryirg to save themselves their
own way, but to hold fast Jeho-
vah’s new covenant by accept-
ing its temple, its priesthood,
its mediatorship, its sacrifices
for forgiveness of sins and its
education in the knowledge of
Jehovah, If we do this, then
we shall be found, not turning
the foreigner aside from his
right, but loving him as our-
selves, Hence at Armageddon
Jehovah in his holy temple
will not be a swift witness
against us with an execution
of fiery judgment but will ap-
prove of us and spare us to
carry on his joyful worship
into his own new world. W
11/15 45



Saturday, October 6

The assembly must return him
to his city of refuge to which
he had fled, and he must dwell
in it until the death of the
high 5pnest —Num.
35:25, NW.

When Israel’'s high priest
died he ceased to serve as high
priest and to offer atonement
for the accidental manslayer.
Hence the remnant must re-
main in the city of refuge as
long as they live on earth,
because they are still in the
imperfect flesh., However, when
they finish their earthly duties
after Armageddon and die and
are instantaneously resurrect-
ed, they will no more need
the atoning services of Jeho-
vah’s High Priest, for then
they have forever left the flesh
behind, sacrificed in vindica-
tion of Jehovah’'s sovereignty.
Everything that attaches to
the imperfect flesh, including
accidental bloodguilt, will have
passed away from them. Thus
the High Priest will have died
in an atoning, protective ca-
pacity toward them. W 12/1

4,

Sunday, October 7

You accepted the word under
much tribulation with joy of
holy spirit, so that you came
to be an cxample to all the
believers.—1 Thess.

0, |2\T .

Jchovah has poured out his
spirit richly upon the uncom-
plaining witnesses who keep
integrity in totalitarian lands.
They have prospered and the
results have been marvelous.
What a lesson this should be
to some in lands where there
is a greater measure of free-
dom—this wonderful spirit of
love and unity exhibited by
our brothers in less fortunate
circumstances! Theirs is a

rcal desire, not only to keep
happy themselves in their wor-
ship of Jehovah, but actually
to spread their joy and hap-
piness to others. In their
preaching they copy Christ,
having a refreshing message
that brings true comfort. It
brings great joy to all to hear
of their experiences and in-
tegrity keeping. Is your con-
gregation one of such blessed
associations of brothers with
the full joy of Jehovah? Some-
times the brothers in demo-
cratic lands miss out on this.
W 8/15 18, 16a

Monday, October 8

A wife should not depart from
her husband; but if she should
actually depart let her remain
single or else make up again
with her husband.—1 Cor.
7:10, 11, NW.

Your marriage mate’s not be-
ing in the truth is not grounds
for separation. He may even-
tually accept the truth because
of observing your good conduct
or hearing your tactful testi-
mony. Sometimes the unbeliev-
er makes conditions intoler-
able, yet remains with the be-
licver. It may become so difli-
cult that the believer decides
to separate, being unable to
continue. The husband may
use extreme violence on his
wife or may fail to provide
material support, or the wife
may oppose the husband's
theocratic service, or otherwise
endanger his prospects of
cternal life. If the believer de-
cides this is the case with his
marriage he may separate, but
since adultery or death is the
only way a marriage is can-
celed in God’s sight, the be-
liever is not free to remarry,
even if a legal divorce is ob-
tained. W 4/1 6Ga



Tuesday, October 9

By prayer and supplication
along with thanksgiving let
your petitions be made known
to God, and the peace of God
that excels all thought will
guard your hearts and your
mental powers by means of
Christ Jesus.—Phil.

s &

Prayer is one of the provi-
sions of our God whereby we
may be aided in walking in
the integrity of our bheart.
Only the humble will pray
sincerely. Others are too proud
to confess their own helpless-
ness and need for a strong
protector. Those of upright
heart will pray for God’s spirit
to fill their lives and keep their
hearts sound and unimpaired
by the lawless influences that
continually besiege them, and
for his blessing upon his en-
tire organization of secrvants.
We can pray for these good
things, never for a moment
doubting the answer to our
prayer, for these things are in
accord with God’s will. Con-
tinuing earnestly in prayer,
that is, maintaining a prayer-
ful attitude of mind, will aid
us to guard our heart well.
W 4/15 3a

Wednesday, October 10

Because you are lukewarm and

neither hot nor cold, I am

going to vomit you out of my
mouth.—Rev. 8: 16, NW.

Faith must be tested and
proved by works. It must be
based on accurate knowledge
and must be demonstrated to
the full end. God does uot
change his righteous require-
ments. Do not think that God
is a sentimentalist who will
compromise, change his word
or make special provision for
some person not showing en-
during faith and love for him.
Having faith now will not save

us if we permit it to grow
weak and die. Do not be like
the son who promised to work
for his father and then never
did so. He proved faithless to
his word and vow. Exercising
faith and strengthening it
saves one from coming to such
a condition. We are now ap-
proaching the great hour of
testing at Armageddon. We
must show our faith by posi-
tive action one way or the
other. If we are lukewarm in
our devotion to Jehovah, or
show lack of faith to move us
to action, we shall be cast off.
W 6/1 26, 27

Thursday, October 11

You are shown to be a letter
of Christ written by us as
ministers, inscribed not with
ink but with spirit of the liv-
ing God, not on stone tablets,
but on fleshly tablets, on
hearts.—2 Cor. 3:3, NW,

Paul did not need a liter-
al letter of recommendation.
Those disciples whom he had
made were themselves a power-
laden letter. Those disciples
were Paul's letter written on
his heart because he carried
them along with him in his
affections and he wrote them
letters because he cared for
them. At the same time he had
taught and trained them to
be preaching witnesses of Je-
hovah and Christ, and so those
Corinthian Christians  were
Paul’'s letter on open display,
“known and being read by all
mankind.” They were a letter,
not from man, not even from
the governing body at Jerusa-
lem. They were ‘“‘shown to be
a letter of Christ,” and he
used Paul himself as his minis-
ter in writing this human let-
ter of recommendation by hav-
ing him talk in the Jewish
synagogue every sabbath, to
win over both Jews and Greeks,
W 11/1 23-25a



Friday, October 12

Without fail you should give

a tenth of all the produce of

your sced . . . year by year.
—Deut. 14:22, NW.

We may, in part, bring in
the antitypical or spiritual
tithe by making money or ma-
terial gifts to the promotion of
Jehovah’s worship at his spir-
itual temple. These material
contributions are not held
down to a tenth, neither must
they be at least a tenth; they
may amount to more or to
less than a tenth. But they
must be cheerfully given, for
“God loves a cheerful giver.”
We can make such contribu-
tions to the upkeep and fur-
therance of Jehovah’s worship
by donating money to the serv-
ice agency of his witnesses,
the Society, or by contributin,
to the expenses of our loca
congregation or of a larger
assembly or directly to individ-
uals engaged in some depart-
ment of the temple service or
to the poor who belong to Je-
hovah and by our gifts to
whom we lend to Jehovah, All
such contributing materially,
however, is only part of the
tithe bringing. W 12/15 26

Saturday, October 13

Give me neither poverty nor
riches; feed me with the food
that is necedful for me: lest 1
be full, and deny thee, and
say, Who is Jehovah? or lest I
be poor, and steal, and usc
projanely the name of my God.
—Prov. 30:8, 9, AS.

With many the incentive to
work is not the accomplish-
ment of something worth doing
but is an envious rivalry to
outdo their fellow man. It is
the pressure of competition
and greed that drives them to
work harder and better than

their neighbor. This is selfish
and agitating, vexatious and
vain, The other extreme is the
fool that folds his hands in
idleness. Better to follow a
middle course, work calmly
and peacefully, without agita-
tion and envy of others’ pos-
sessions, and enjoy one suffi-
cient handful in quiet content-
ment, than jealously to grasp
two handfuls gained by bitter
competition or to sit in want
with two hands left empty by
foolish laziness, Neither too
much nor too little is good—
the former makes men feel
independent of God and the
latter tempts them to thievery.
W 8/1 1£

Sunday, October 14

Make disciples . . . teaching
them.—Matt. 28: 19, 20, NW.

Perhaps you feel unequal to
the task of helping to train
someone else, having in mind
the opposition and thorny
questions likely to be encoun-
tered in the house-to-house
work. Then call to mind the
above final words of Jesus to
his disciples. Just as they had
been thoroughly taught how
to perform the ministry, just
so exactly they were to teach
others the same things, nothing
more, nothing less, Surely we
can help someone else in the
same way as we ourselves have
been trained, especially when
we remember that there are
servants in various positions
appointed particularly “with a
view to the training of the holy
ones for ministerial work.”
Of course, we should not at-
tempt to do this work in our
own strength and wisdom.
Even Jesus, the perfeet Serv-
ant, relied wholly on his Fa-
ther’s spirit and Word to sus-
tain and direet him in fulfilling
his commission. W 2/1 15a



Monday, October 15

For I am longing to see you,
. . . that there may be an in-
terchange of encouragement
among you, by each one
through the other’s faith, both
yours and mine.—Rom,
1:11,12, NW.

This spiritual gift seems to
be bestowed upon Jehovah's
people just through communi-
cation, by one’s expressing him-
self as others listen, by one's
telling out his faith. Talking
about Jehovah'’s truth is round-
ing out our spiritual-mind-
edness. Qur experiences in the
field, our association with the
brothers, our discussing the
Watchtower articles, our go-
ing to the theocratic ministry
school, our having a part in
the service meeting, our attend-
ing and participating in the
activity of the service center
and our attendance at public
meetings; all of this is spirit-
ually sustaining, all of this dis-
cussion, communicating and
interchange of ideas is en-
couraging, spiritually strength-
ening, upbuilding to faith, as
Paul says, “both yours and
mine.” W 1/1 9a

Tuesday, October 16

Jehovak, I love the habitation
of thy house, and the place
where thy glory dwelleth. My
foot standeth in an even place:
in the congregations will
bless Jehovah.—Ps.
26: S.

, 12,

Those who walk in the way
Jehovah directs have found
their feet on a steady and
even place. In contrast with
this, those persons who have
looked to great ones in this
old world’s systems have con-
stantly been disappointed and
find themselves beset with
many troubles and problems.
Their feet are on a path that

is full of pitfalls, & very un-
even path with no sure goal in
view. Clearly, then, it is not
those things that are great and
popular in the sight of this
old world that are best for
man, but the arrangement that
Jehovah has made is best. As
humble as a place in the con-
gregation of Jehovah’s people
may seem to be, it is the place
of real safety and value. It is
the place that a Christian
should seek out, get into, and
then keep his place there. This
we will do if we have the
appreciation the psalmist had
as expressed above. 5/1
27-29

Wednesday, October 17

Now present your members as
slaves to righteousness with
holiness in view.—Rom.
6:19, NW.

Love of righteousness was
an essential precédent to turn-
ing to Jehovah in the first
place, so it must continue with
us to keep us in the way of
integrity, faithful to our dedi-
cation vows. That means that
we will keep the New World
society clean, upright and at
unity. We will take care of
difficulties between ourselves
and any other individual in
the New World society in a
Scriptural way, will do no
wrong that affects the congre-
gation and its service, and will
accept private and public re-
proof from our fellow servants
in the New World society. We
will not engage in doctrinal
uncleanness, in moral unclean-
ness or in troublemaking. We
will, in all of these and in
other matters, private and
ministerial, endeavor to con-
form to the will of the heaven-
ly Father, in whosc name we
have been baptized and to
whom our dedication has been
made. W 7/1 1la



Thursday, October 18

Since we have this ministry
according to the mercy that
was shown us, . . . by making
the truth manifest [we recom-
mend)] ourselves to every hu-
man conscience in the sight of
God.—2 Cor. 4:1,2, NW.

Except for appointment let-
ters _sent to congregations or
carried by specially appointed
servants Jehovah's witnesses
do not carry letters fo prove
that they, as dedicated men
and women, are Scripturally
ordained ministers of God. We
need no such letters any more
than Paul did. While Christen-
dom does not recognize the
Society as an instrument in
God’s hands the facts show
that God and Christ have used
the Society, yes, and ZThe
Watchtower, since both of
these were begun. Today this
magazine has a printing of at
least 2,275,000 copies and the
publishing Society has seventy-
eight branches. This is an in-
erasible letter known and read
by all men and it recommends
to every good conscience these
two instruments as being used
by God for fulfilling his glo-
rious purpose in this most cru-
cial time of uncertainty, doubt
and fear. W 11/1 27a

Friday, October 19

You yoursclves also as living
stones arc being built up o
spiritual house—l1 Pet.

’

By the end of the first cen-
tury Christ’s twelve apostles
had died. Soon the building
and growth of the spiritual
temple was lost to view be-
cause of a falling away from
the pure temple faith. Of
course, God has always dwelt
in the temple’s Foundation
Cornerstone, Jesus Christ, in
heaven by means of his spirit;

but the living stones on earth
were long lost to view and
practically unidentifiable. But
shortly after 1870 they began
to come to view again, for
these truths of the spiritual
temple began to be recovered
and applied and God’s spirit
was seen in action for produc-
ing the final remnant of the
spiritual house, Christendom’s
religious systems have claimed
to be the house of God, his
true temple, although they
have continued fallen away
from the temple faith and have
no evidence of Jehovah’s dwell-
ing in them by his spirit. W
11/15 24, 25

Saturday, October 20

For the sons of Israel . . .
these six cities will serve as
@ refuge—Num. 35:15, NW.

The anointed remnant were
not altogether clean from this
world, not entirely neuntral to-
ward worldly wars. How much
of bloodguiltiness Jehovah at
his temple judged to be upon
them we do not definitely
know, But after their release
in 1919 they repented, con-
fessed their guilt and en-
deavored to clean up their wor-
ship of him. Moreover, since
then, and particularly down to
1931, thousands who were
definitely tainted with blood-
guilt heard the message of the
Kingdom, repented and turned
to God for mercy. With faith
in his High Priest they gave
themselves in full dedication
to God to do his will ever after-
ward and to remain strictly
within his merciful provisions
to be safeguarded against the
executing of all the blood-
guilty at Armageddon. These
spiritual Israelites were the
first to take advantage of this
divine protection against blood-
guilt, W 12/1 17a



Sunday, Oectober 21

Bring the whole tithe into the

storehouse, . . . and see if I

will not open for you the win-

dows of the heavens, and pour

out for you a blessing.—Mal.
3:10, AT.

Jehovah has put his rich
blessings upon his organiza-
tion and granted such an in-
crease that now over 600,000
ministers are singing his prais-
es to the ends of the earth. All
these, trained by the “faithful
and discreet slave,” are eagerly
lending their support to the
trammg of still more who rec-
ognize that Jehovah is uphold-
ing the organization upon
which he has put his name.
Thousands of these new ones
are flocking to the family of
God and offering themselves
for the ministerial work. With
all the brothers seeing their
great privilege of contributing
even in a small way directly
to the Society, and directly
to their Kingdom Halls, what
far greater expansion work
can be carried on than has al-
ready been done with the funds
that have been so generously
contributed up wuntil now!
‘What marvelous new prospects
lie before us! W 3/1 37, 38

Monday, October 22

The good man out of his good
treasure sends out good things,
whereas the wicked man out
of his wicked treasure sends
out wicked things.—Matt.
: 35, NW.

It is a fact that human
creatures are quicker to criti-
cize than commend. Do we
single out the bad because we
feel irritation or even right-
eous indignation about it? Or
is it a matter of commenting
on extremes that grabs our
attention? We comment on the
good if it is outstanding and

on the bad if it is extreme.
However, gossip is more often
petty, focusing on trivial mat-
ters. So apparently more is
involved than extremes that
catch our notice, or trespasses
serious enough to make us
righteously indignant. For one
thing, as humans we have a
strong tendency to tell others
what we have just learned.
But why are the tidbits of gos-
sip the daintiest morsels? Be-
cause out of the abundance of
the heart the mouth speaks
and the heart of fallen man

is treacherous and very sick.
W 8/15 2

Tuesday, October 28

The angels that did not keep

their original position

he has reserved with eternal
bonds—Jude 6, NW.

They are no longer permit-
ted to materialize as before
the Flood. This power was
exercised by God’s faithful
angels for thousands of years
after the Flood, but no longer
by sinner angels, for they
would misuse it, The materiali-
zations that are reported by
spiritualists are not such as
the “sons of God” performed
before the Flood, instantane-
ous and out in the open day-
light without a medium and
in  independent bodies. The
spiritualist materializations to-
day are merely the taking of
protoplasm or material of the
medium’s body and extruding
it from such as “ectoplasm”
and then shaping it into hu-
man appearances. At the end
of the apparition the ecto-
plasm, rather than being dis-
solved, returns to the medium’s
body and the medium becomes
conscious and normal again.
Since the disobedient spirits
can no longer materialize, they
are obliged to operate through
mediums. W 10/1 8



Wednesday, October 24

We have found this man a

pestilent fellow and stirring

up seditions among all the
Jews.—Acts 24:5, NW.

In spite of what clergymen
may say, Jehovah’s witnesses
do not find endeavoring to be
true Christians in accord with
Bible requirements a ‘“safe
thing” anywhere on earth.
Even in Christendom they
have experienced being charged
with teaching *“‘illegal” and
“subversive” doctrine. If Chris-
tianity must return to its early
dynamism to be completely
successful against communism,
let it be noted that it is be-
cause Jehovah's witnesses have
returned to the dynamism of
early Christianity that even
today, after the hysteria of
World War II, they are “ille-
gal” in a number of lands in
Christendom, not to speak of
Communist lands, and are
falsely accused by religious
foes of being subversive and
security risks, any old charge
being leveled at them to rouse
public feeling against them,
to stir up government action
against them and to make
their existence unsafe. W
10/15 12

Thursday, October 25

You will be hated by all the
nations on account of iy
name.—Matt. 24:9, NW.

Christendom’s governments
refuse to recognize our Scrip-
tural ordination. Hence they
do not give us the standing
and consideration of ordained
ministers of religion. Instead,
however, we have the distine-
tion of fulfilling Jesus’ proph-
ecy given above. No paper let-
ters that we could show them
would alter their attitude to-
ward us. But we have a letter,
and we ourselves have been

used to write it, that speaks
more authoritatively to show
our divine ordination. It is a
living letter the contents of
which are spread over all the
earth. Since 1919 the remnant
have preached the Kingdom
good news to all nations. In
this way they have been writ-
ing by the spirit of God on
fleshly tablets, on hearts, and
today the great crowd of other
sheep gathered to the one flock
is proof that they were or-
dained by God. It is a human
letter of recommendation testi-
fying that they are the “faith-
ful and discreet slave’” class
of God. W 11/1 28a

Friday, October 26

Then said I, Lo, I am come;

in the roll of the book it is

written of me: I delight to do

thy will, O my God; yea, thy

law s with/i’r; gty heart.—Ps.
b t

What led up to Jesus’ dedi-
cation? Knowledge concerning
God, love for his heavenly Fa-
ther and earnest desire to for-
ward the cause of pure worship
for advancing Jehovah’s pur-
poses to the vindication of his
name. But why did not Jesus
simply go about his work, put-
ting his hand to it and doing
what he could in furtherance
of his ministry? Why should
he dedicate himself? For the
reason that doing God’s will,
carrying on his worship, is no
casual affair. It is not some-
thing that is all right if you
do it and all right if you do
not. Dedication to Jehovah
calls for special solemnities,
the making of a contract, a
formal agreement which, when
evidenced, gives notice to all
concerned and all observing
as to what to expect from the
individual henceforth. It calls
for punctiliousness, orderliness.
W 6/15 Ta



Saturday, October 27

Now these things went on be-
falling them as examples and
they were written for a warn-
ing to us.—1 Cor. 10: 11, NW.

When the returned Israelites
defied their enemies and re-
sumed temple building God be-
gan blessing them again ma-
terially in keeping with his
covenant, In 516 B.C. the
temple was completed and in-
augurated. During the days of
Zerubbabel and Joshua the
high priest the Israelites con-
tinued to keep spiritual mat-
ters first, with the correct un-
derstanding that the spiritual
comes before the material and
that the material depends upon
the spiritual. But after those
days the Israelites began to
lose their appreciation of the
pure blessings of God’s wor-
ship. They became material-
istic. They thought that by
pursuing materialism at the
expense of spirituality they
would increase their material
things. Just the reverse! Their
materialism killed their ma-
terial prosperity, for it ignored
the Source of prosperity. God
does not bless materialism. He
curses it. Let us note how
these examples apply to us to-
day, that we may avoid mak-
ing the same mistakes. W
12/15 11, 12

Sunday, October 28

All Scripture is inspired of
God and beneficial for teach-
ing.—2 Tim. 8: 16, NW.

The Bible is the one volume
that has solid food for thought,
excellent instruction on living
and on proper behavior of one-
self. Today it is even more
valuable to us than it was to
those of past days. The Bible
is for our comfort, In reading
it we are able to have hope.
Do you appreciate that when

you hear or read the Bible you
are actually giving attention
to Jehovah as he communi-
cates his thoughts to you?
Therefore we should read his
Book every day throughout
the entire year, and year after
year. It is an inexhaustible
fountain of refreshing truth.
It is always deliciously fresh,
tasty. You will find the rarest
gems of truth, marvelous in-
struction, sound counsel. For
us, dwellers upon this little
earth of Jehovah’s vast uni-
verse, he provided this Book
that we might be properly in-
structed and trained. W 1/1
4, 5, 3a

Monday, October 29

Jehovah hath sworn, and will
not repent: Thow art a priest
for ever after the order of
Melchizedek.—Ps. 110: §, AS.

Although Jehovah had aban-
doned Herod’s temple he was
not left without a temple for
he had replaced it with an en-
during, spiritual temple. On
the third day after he ripped
the sanctuary curtain from top
to bottom God raised up the
“foundation ecornerstone” of
his spiritual temple by resur-
recting his Son from the dead
to life in the heavens. In ac-
cord with his sworn oath Je~
hovah raised him up
royal priest like Melchlzedek
but having the divine nature.
Because of the human sacrifice
that he had laid down as such
a priest, Jesus was now Je-
hovah’s royal High Priest,
possessing the merit of his
sacrifice. BBy means of holy
spirit Jehovah dwelt in Jesus
the llvmg ‘foundation corner-
stone” of the spiritual temple
and God no longer needed the
dead-stone material temple at
Jerusalem. W 11/15



Tuesday, October 30

In every way we recommend
ourselves as God's ministers,
. through bad report and
good report; as decewers and
yet truthful, as being unknown
and yet being recogmzed

—20Cor.6: 4,89, N

Particularly since 1931 the
other sheep have been loyally
serving with the remnant, suf-
fering, dying and keeping in-
tegrity with them till now.
Their being ordained, adequate-
ly qualified ministers of God
has all along also been ques-
tioned and rejected by Chris-
tendom. But are they divinely
sent, adequately ordained min-
isters? Do they have any un-
impeachable letter of recom-
mendation that silences all
question as unwarranted and
all accusation as prejudiced
and false? Not any letter in
ink on paper or scratched on
stone tablets, but the living
letter written by means of
God’s spirit upon sheeplike
people. It is a recommendation
letter written on “fleshly tab-
lets, on hearts,” of other be-
hevmg men and women who
since 1931 have increased from
far less than 100,000 to now
over X witnesses of Je-
hovah in the New World so-
ciety. W 11/1 29a

Wednesday, October 31

For he ought to dwell in his
city of refuge until_the high
priest’s death.—Num.

:28, NW.

This shows how the high
priest governed the life and
liberty of the refugee. It also
shows that God’s protection
to the blood-stained refugees
today against execution at
Armageddon is granted through
his High Priest who gave his
own life to rescue even re-
pentant manslayers. Going out-

side the refuge city before
Israel’s high priest died pic-
tures, therefore, that the one
enjoying God’s mercy and pro-
tection becomes rebellious at
God's limitations upon him.
He loses his appreciation of
what God had done for him
through Christ and why God
has put him under bounds.
He comes from under the
atonement covering of Christ’s
sacrifice; he becomes careless
about meetmg God’s require-
ments and humbling himself
under God’s mighty hand. Qut-
side Jehovah’s merciful refuge
he is certain to become subject

to execution at Armageddon.
W 12/1 2, 3b

Thursday, November 1

To the place that Jehovah

your Qod will choose . . . there

you must bring your tenth
parts. ——Deut 12 5 6, NW.

We bring in the spiritual
tithe by participating directly
in the temple worship and
promoting it. Ancient temple
worship meant to Fo with yonr
tithe to the temple and be in
contact with the priests, Le-
vites and other Israelites there
at God’s house; it was more
than private worship at home.
So we can bring in the spirit-
ual tithe by attending the
meetings of Jehovah’s worship-
ers and not only being present
but also taking part in such
meetings and so building up
the others there by some spirit-
ual word or assistance; by
afterward encouraging new-
comers or newly interested
ones, as also by aiding others
to get to the meeting. All thls
may require doing some pri-
vate preparing of omneself for
the temple worship opportuni-
ties. Neglecting meetings is
neglecting temple worship now
when Jehovah’s day draws
near. W 12/15 27



Friday, November 2

Thou openest thy hend, and
satisfiest the deswre of every
living thing.—Ps. 145: 16, AS.

Here we are, then, in the
greatest crisis to date. Instead
of being worried, happy are we
if we awake to the fact that
Jehovah in his wonderful love
has come to our rescue and we
are willing to be rescued in
his way. We can get the satis-
faction of our loving heart’s
desire if we accept God’s open
hand. But it takes two to
make a gift, an accepter as
well as a giver. All mankind
are selfishly willing to accept
and enjoy the material good
things that his open hand has
provided. Not all, though, ap-
preciate the greatest offer of
his open hand, the spiritual
offer. They spurn the offer of
God’s gift of cternal life be-
cause it is through Jesus
Christ our Lord, and they bite
the hand that offers to feed
them with life-giving spiritual
provisions as well as material
food. So they remain unsatis-
fied in the highest sense and
will perish in their dissatisfac-
tion at Armageddon. W 1/15

3

Saturday, November 3

Consider it «ll joy, my broth-
ers, when you meet with var-
ious trials, knowing as you do
that this tested quality of
your faith works out endur-
ance.—Jas. 1:2, 3, NW.

Viewed rightly, the worship
and service of Jehovah, even
though accompanied by trials,
burdens and persecution, is a
most happy experience. When
we look at the world today,
we can appreciate by compari-
son how fortunate we are.
Certainly we have no reason
to complain, It is God's pur-
pose to deliver his happy prais-

ers alive into his righteous new
world when he executes judg-
ment against all who speak
abusively against him. The
Devil’s world is in a miserable
state, but there is no reason
why we should be unhappy.
Despite all the pressure that
has been brought against Jeho-
vah's organization, we marvel
at its prosperity and growth.
We will stand firm and con-
tinue in the preaching work,
taking courage from the as-
surance of Jehovah that by
doing so we shall be happy
and gain his approval. W 3/15
21, 22a

Sunday, November 4

Now he that abundantly sup-

plies seed to the sower and

bread for eating will supply

and multiply the seed for you

to sow and will increase the

products of your rightcousness.
—2 Cor, 9: 10, NW.

Not only do those in the
congregations respond to the
need of the local organization,
but they are mindful also of
the extensive work being done
by each of the Society’s
branches throughout the world.
The brothers all over the world
support the headquarters for
Jehovah’s organization in their
country. While Jehovah him-
self is the great Giver and
I'ruit-bearer, yet all things
produced share in the produc-
tion operation themselves. Je-
hovah provides hountifully,
still the farmer must work to
produce the harvest. And if
he follows the divincly estab-
lished rules he will receive
enough not only to sustain
himself until time for the next
planting, but he will have seed
to plant. The same cycle is
found in the theocratic ex-
pansion of Jehovah’s organiza-
tion. W 8/1 30



Monday, November §

A good wife who can find?
.« The heart of her husband
trusts in her, and he will have
no lack of gain. She looks well
to the ways of her household.
—Prov. 31:10, 11, 27, RS.

Both husband and wife have
their sphere of duties and re-
sponsibilities, and each one
should let the other bear the
assigned load. This does not
mean that one cannot discuss
the projects of the other, for
the family welfare hinges on
both the husband’s and the
wife’s duties. There should be
co-operation and a blending of
effort, a pulling together, a
sharing of the burdens. Both
should be willing to give in at
times. However, when it is not
possible to reach an agreement
and a definite decision must
be made, then the husband
must make it. If the decision
is wrong, he is the one that
will have to cope with the
consequences. When the hus-
band makes a decision the wife
does not concur in, she should
not pout or nurse a grudge
but should be theocratic, should
co-operate to make the project
succeed for the family’s good.
W 4/1 17

Tuesday, November 6

Everyone that eralts himself

will be humiliated, but he that

humdles himself will be ca-
alted.—Luke 18: 14, NW.

Many times persons gossip
about others to exalt them-
sclves, They may not realize
this, but it is a subtle motive
behind the talk. To ecriticize
others in effect exalts oneself.
Since you disapprove of such
a fault you would not be guilty
of it, is the implication. This
kind of gossiping can be a
form of bragging. You point

the finger of guilt at another,
and you feel superior. You
border on the Pharisee who in
prayer to God gossiped about
others and gave thanks that
he was not “as the rest of
men.” But the tax collector
when praying “kept beating
his chest, saying: ‘O God, be
gracious to me a sinner.’” He
did not feel superior to others,
but humbly lamented his own
unworthiness. To exalt your-
self subtly by gossiping leads
to humiliation. To be exalted
by Jehovah we must humbly
consider our own faults, not
those of others, W 8/15 6a

Wednesday, November 7

Christ Jesus himself is the
foundation cornerstone.—Eph.
2:20, NW.

Forty days after Jesus’
resurrection Jehovah laid him
on the heavenly Mount Zion
as his precious foundation cor-
nerstone, He being merely the
foundation cornerstone, it is
manifest that God did not
Eurpose to use Jesus alone as

is living spiritual temple. So
on Pentecost, just ten days
afterward, God began to rear
his spiritual temple upon Jesus
the living Foundation Corner-
stone. Ile used Jesus the High
Priest to do the building of
this spiritual house. Hence at
Pentecost Jehovah begot Je-
sus’ faithful apostles and other
disciples on earth with the
holy spirit to make them his
spiritual sons, Then through
Jesus he poured out his holy
gpirit upon them to anoint
them as members of a royal
priesthood. He made them liv-
ing stones to be laid upon Je-
sus the Foundation Corner-
stone. So from the day of Pen-
tecost forward Jehovah has
been dwelling in his holy spir-
itual temple of living stones.
W 11/15 21, 23



Thursday, November 8

Do missionary work, thorough-
ly accomplish your ministry.
—2 Tim. 4:5, NW.

The destructive floodwaters
of Armageddon will wash out
of existence the Devil's heav-
ens and earth and their blood-
stained record but never wash
out the contents of the living
letter of recommendation writ-
ten by all of Jehovah’s wit-
nesses with his spirit. All the
survivors of Armageddon will
be our letter of recommenda-
tion before all the universe.
That letter of recommendation
will even be read by those
resurrected after Armageddon.
The contents of this letter will
yet grow longer as more hu-
man hearts are written upon
until Armageddon, and will
thereafter spread over the face
of the cleansed earth as a liv-
ing testimony to the power and
spirit of Jehovah now opers-
tive in his adequately qualified
ministers. So keep on writing
this “New World society” let-
ter by thoroughly accomplish-
ing your ministry, preaching
this good news of the trium-
phant kingdom for a witness
to all the nations until this
world ends! W 11/1 30a

Friday, November 9

They must receive him into the

city to themselves and give him

a place and he must dwell with
them.—Josh. 20: 4, NW.

While in the refuge city, the
manglayer was not to be idle
but had to learn a trade and
become a contributor to the
city’s welfare and prosperity.
Likewise those fleeing to the
Christian’s city of refuge may
not be idlers within the New
World society. They must
show an appreciation of the
divine mercy to them and keep

in touch with the remnant
and especially with the High
Priest under whose covering
they find protection. They
must not be burdens, drags,
on the New World society,
but must learn a trade in that
organization. In view of the
divine obligations laid upon it
the only trade suitable within
that organization is that of
preaching the Kingdom mes-
sage and declaring the day of
vengeance of our God. This
makes the time within bounds
fly by most happily before
Armageddon in praise of Je-
hovah and it results in salva-
tion both to the refugee and to
others. W 12/1 7, 8b

Saturday, November 10

I saw . . . a great crowd,
which no man was able to
number, out of all nations and
tribes and peoples and tongues,
standing before the throne and
before the Lamb, dressed in
white robes—Rev. 7:9, NW.

Nineteen centuries ago Jesus
Christ gave John a vision in
which he beheld a great crowd
gathered at the temple, hailing
Jehovah and his Son and
ascribing their own salvation
to these and serving Jehovah
day and night in his temple.
What an ecstatic experience
for John to see that in vision!
Yes, but what a soul-stirring
experience for us here today
to see it in glorious actuality!
Still exercising divine patience
for salvation of sheeplike peo-
ple. Jehovah is not yet through
gathering them to his house of
prayer for all the nations, Let
us be one with him and his
Right Shepherd, working with
them by preaching the good
news of the triumphant king-
dom and carrying on all the
educational work by which the
sheep-gathering is done. W
11/15 44, 45



Sunday, November 11

Brothers, even though a man
takes some false step before
he is aware of it, you who
have spiritual qualiﬁcations

try to restore sluch a man.
s

It is the responmsibility of
the stronger ones to speak to
those who have shown hesi-
tance in taking up their re-
sponsibility. Therefore a broth-
er in the organization should
not be offended when another
brother who is zealous and
joyful in God’s service calls
on him to help him. He should
be grateful to God that some-
one sees his need and that
someone with spiritual qualifi-
cations is willing to help to
restore him in a spirit of mild-
ness. It may be that the one
who was slipping away lost
his grip and no longer was
holding fast to the instruction
God had given through His
Word. Once we lose our grip
on the instruction in God's
Word we begin to lose our life.
We must seek accurate knowl-
edge and for that we must
turn to God’s Word; we must
associate with his organization
and accept the help it offers.

1/1 14a

Monday, November 12

Judge me, O Jehoveh, accord-
ing to ... mine mtegnty that
is in me—Ps. 7:8,

Integrity is seen in the wis-
dom of a godly husband who
by compliance with true Chris-
tian principles earus the re-
spect and affection of his fami-
ly; in the wife who strives
to make full proof of her posi-
tion as helper to her husband;
in the parent who seeks to
train his children with kind-
ness and firmness upon the
basis of Jehovah’s authorita-

tive advice; in the child who
humbly recalls his parents’
longer experience and maturer
judgment and obeys their rule.
But regardless of what posi-
tion we may occupy we all are
preachers. Having dedicated
our lives to Jehovah we have
been granted a high honor,
and here is where our integrity
gshines forth at its best! In
this service it is that we are
called upon to endure faith-
fully the hatred of an entire
ungodly world. But like Jesus
we must never lose sight of
the joy that is set before us,
the reward of tested and un-
shaken integrity. W 4/15 1la

Tuesday, November 13

Be ye not as the horse, or as

the mule, which have no un-

derstandmg ; whose trappings

must be bit and bridle to hold
them in.—Ps. 32:

Jehovah knows his creatures
and knows what to use to
keep them in their places. For
man who was created with a
marvelous brain, far, far su-
perior to that in any animal,
the intellect is the part of man
that needs guidance and it is
the intellect of man that di-
rects him. Therefore God did
not provide the same kind of
boundaries for man that he
did for the lesser creation, but
he provided counsel for him.
So in many places in the
Seriptures men of understand-
ing spoke of the value of God’s
written Word as a guide for
them and as a light for their
path, Jehovah does not force
or drive man to do certain
things. He gives man counsel
that he can take in through his
eyes by reading and his ears
by hearing and store it in his
mind and then use the infor-
mation to direct his steps and
control his actions. W 5/1 16



Wednesday, November 14

Deceitful is the heart above all

things, and dangerously way-

woerd—awho cag klr%ow it?—Jer.
: 9, Ro.

One may be unable to do
certain things and so criticize
those who do these things,
making such conduct seem
wrong. One might feel inse-
cure, so he finds fault with
others to reassure himself. If
one is strong in a certain point
he might be very eritical of
those weak in it. By eriticizing
this weakness in others he
subtly calls notice to his own
supcriority. In many instances
persons gossip to get attention.
It flatters them to know some-
thing others want to hear,
makes them feel wise. It ig
easy to gossip, to criticize, and
so they do this to tickle ears
itching to hear spicy tales.
Undoubtedly there are many
reasons and combinations of
reasons why people gossip. But
when all camouflage is stripped
off and we see gossip for what
it is—unkind, unfair, harmful,
hateful—we understand why
Jehovah detests it and why
Christians should shun it. W
8/15 Ta

Thursday, November 15

The tenth part of the sons of
Isrgel, which they will con-
tribute to Jehovah . . . I have
given to the Levites as an
inheritance.—Num.
:24, NW.

We bring spiritual tithes by
preparing ourselves and then
going into the field service to
preach the Kingdom message.
Preparing ourselves for this
will be helped by our attending
congregational meetings, An-
cient tithes supported the
priests and Levites. We must
thus support the antitypical
sons of Levi, the present-day

remnant of Jehovah’s royal
priesthood, in their preaching
of his established kingdom and
in putting his worship top-
most. This also includes ad-
vertising public meetings by
word of mouth and leaflet, by
attending them oneself and
helping others, whether dedi-
cated brothers or recently in-
terested persons, to attend.
Spiritual tithing inecludes our
helping along the global move-
ment of all nations and all peo-
ples up the exalted mountain
of Jehovah’s house to his tem-
ple courts, there to worshi
é%gether.—lsa. 2:2-4, W 12/1

Friday, November 16

Be persevering in_prayer, re-
maining  awake in it with
thanksgiving.—Col. 4:2, NW,

Offering every form of pray-
er and supplication in the
thick of this theocratic fight
against wicked spirits in the
invisible realm, you will be
keeping God in mind and be
depending upon your unfailing
Protector and Helper and not
upon any arm of flesh. At
every suggestion to you of
spiritism and against the oe-
cult spells that spiritists try
to cast upon you, you will
appeal to God to give you the
victory over the wicked spirits,
their deception and their oi)-
position, and that God’s holy
angels may serve as minister-
ing spirits in your behalf. You
will be thinking not merely of
yourself but also of your fel-
low Christians engaged in the
same fight against superhuman
powers of wickedness. God’s
answers to prayers are just
a8 necessary to our overcoming
the wicked spirit forces as
are the various pieces of the
complete suit of armor from
God, W 10/1 46



Saturday, November 17

And who is adequately quali-
fied for these things? We are.
—2 Cor. 2:16, 17, NW,

We can answer, “We are!”
not out of boasting, but out
of a grateful realization of
Jehovah's favor to us. We can-
not deny what results to us
when he assigns us to his
service and trains us through
his organization under Christ.
True, we do offer the people
literature explaining the Bible,
and we do accept contributions
from cheerful givers in sup-
port of the Bible educational
work. But that does not make
us peddlers of God’s Word.
Since we have no commercial
ends in view, we are sgincere
in dealing with God’s Word.
Our heart’s desire is just to
make the odor of the knowl-
edge of Jehovah perceptible
through us everywhere we go
that it may sweeten the lives
of all persons whose lives have
been made bitter by Satan’s
oppression and false religions
and who want to be Jesus’
sheep. So we are truly quali-
fied for participation in the
glorious triumphs of the King-
dom message in this day of
Jehovah’s march to his great-
est triumph by Christ. W
10/15 1, 3a

Sunday, November 18

Though you may have ten thou-
sand tutors . . . you certainly
do not have many fathers, for
in Christ Jesus 1 have become
your father through the good
news.—1 Cor. }: 15, ng’.

A paid tutor is primarily
concerned with fulfilling his
obligations by giving the in-
structions that are required of
him. He would not expect to
have to repeat a lesson many
times because of his pupil’s
slowness in grasping things.
His duty done, he is satisfied

and finished and expects his
pay. On the other hand, a true
father is primarily concerned
with helping his child to make
real progress and out of love
is prepared to be endlessly
patient and forbearing, giving
gladly and unselfishly of his
best. Paul was a real father
to Timothy. Timothy followed
the lead set for him and was
thus taught how to become a
good leader of others in the
ministry. We, too, want to
accept God's undeserved kind-
ness and fulfill its purpose in
being trained to help others
become established as preach-
ix‘-rs of the good news. W 2/1
a

Monday, November 19

What have we to do with you,
Jesus you Nazarenc? Did you
come to destroy us?—Mark

y .

Jesus was not a spirit me-
dium. He never yielded to the
influence of demons or un-
clean spirits. But Jesus him-
self cast out demons and he
empowered his disciples also
to cast out demons. His ene-
mies said he cast out demons
by the power of the ‘“ruler of
the demons,” Beelzebub. But
Jesus said that this would
mean that Satan was divided
against himself so that his
kingdom could not stand. Well,
then, does that mcan that
when spirit mediums and
priests of false religion exor-
cise demons God is using them
to cast out demons? No, but
Satan is using them to do so.
In his use of these Satan is
not divided against himself,
because these spirit mediums
and false priests are on his
side and are upholding his
kingdom by the wonderful
thing they are performing, and
they are giving seeming sup-
port to g’?tan’s religious lies.

9/15



Tuesday, November 20

He who goes about gossiping

reveals secrets; therefore do

not associate with one who
speaks foolish%.s——l’rov.

. (]

When you gossip you help
no one and you hurt at least
three: the one you talk about,
the one you talk to, and your-
self. The same is true when
you listen to gossip. Do you
know a sure way to crush gos-
sip? Refuse to listen to it.
The gossiper wants your ears.
Do not lend him your ears.
He will only fill them with
dirt. And you may be tempted
to spread it to other ears.
Help him and protect yourself
by not listening. You should
stop gossip both going out and
coming in. If you send it out,
your tongue is sinning; if you
take it in, your ears are sin-
ning. If you listen to gossip
and believe it you are in effect
answering a matter before you
hear it, for until you hear
both sides you have not heard
it fully, So turn a deaf ear to
gossip. Pause and consider: if
a gossip were slandering you,
would you not like for the
hearer to stop him? So do as
{gu would be done to. W 8/15

a

Wednesday, November 21

He treads, too, the press of the
wine of the anger of the wrath
of God the Almighty~Rev.

. y .

Jehovah, at Isaiah 63: 1-6,
prophetically pictures his own
self as treading the great press,
But in treading the wine press
at Armageddon Jehovah uses
the nearest Kinsman of all
mankind, the Blood Avenger,
namely “the man Christ Je-
sus.” The apostle John bad a
forevision of his goiug into the

loaded wine press at Armaged-
don and treading it with a
troop of heavenly companions.
At this Armageddon wine press
the flow of blood from the
smitten nations will be a flood,
for, even as all the righteous
blood shed from Abel down
to their day came upon the
generation living in Jesus’ day,
8o at Armageddon all the blood
shed since Jesus’' day will
come upon unfaithful Christen-
dom. The four-thousand-year-
old harlot, Babylon the Great,
drunk with the blood of the
holy ones and of the witnesses
of Jesus, will be hurled into
God’s _ globe-encircling wine
press. W 12/1 16-19b

Thursday, November 22

And all nations shall call you

happy; for ye shall be a de-

lightsome land, saith Jehovah
of hosts.—Mal. 3:12, AR.

Whereas the ancient tithe-
bringing nation of Israel was
to be materially rich, the na-
tion of spiritual Israel, Je-
hovah’s anointed witnesses, to-
day is spiritually rich. They
have the evidences of the di-
vine favor, blessing and pro-
tection in spite of all the at-
tacks of the enemy. Always
they have come through trium-
phant. They are producing the
fruitage of Jehovah’s spirit,
which is love, joy, peace, good-
ness, faith, ete., and hence are
not corrupted by the “works
of the flesh.” They are a clean
organization of clean worship,
They have a satisfying Bible
message, one that glorifies God
and satisfies one’s hunger and
thirst for spiritual nourish-
ment. They are rich in the
possessing of God’s unique holy
name, and theY dwell in a
theocratic earthly condition, a
symbolic_land worthy of the
name ‘‘Beulah.”—Isa, 62:4.
W 12/15 11a



Friday, November 23

He will purify the sons of
Levi, and refine them as gold
and silver ; and they shall offer
unto Jehovah oﬁermgs in nght-
cousness.—Mal. 3:

Even as the sons of Levi
were temple servants and
guardians and offerers of the
sacrifices so the remnant of the
royal priesthood must offer
spiritual sacrifices of praise
and good works toward God
and must notify others of
Christ’s sacrifice for sins. Un-
til Jehovah’s coming to his
temple in 1918 there was con-
siderable faultiness about their
spiritual sacrifices that was
not worthy of God’s altar, and
their organization was not al-
together clean, But after World
War I closed in 1918, they
underwent a fiery purification
in order to “offer unto Jehovah
nfferings in righteousness.” All
the world has now become
aware of their offering spirit-
ual sacrifices in righteousness,
their greatest offering being
the preachmg of ‘“this good
news”’ of God’s established
kingdom to all the inhabited
earth. W 11/15 29

Saturday, November 24

[God] has indeed adequately
qualified us to be ministers.
—2 Cor, 3:6, NW.

The other sheep are not
spiritual Israelites in the new
covenant, but they do live
under its provisions and must
harmonize their lives with it.
They are under the one gen-
eral law of being Jchovah’s
witnesses and preaching the
Kingdom news. To do this,
they also have been ndequately
qualified, and this requires
them, first of all, to have an
ordination from God. So they
willingly dedicate themselves

to Ged through Christ and
symbolize that full surrender
by water baptism. In view of
their proper dedication God
aceepts them into the ‘“one
flock,” not to be priestly minis-
ters of the new covenant, but
to be his witnesses and ade-
quately qualified ministers un-
der the mew covenant. He or-
dains them as his earthly min-
isters to serve with the rem-
nant of spiritual Israel. All
such have this ordination or
appointment by virtue of Je-
hovah’s acceptance of their
dedication through Christ. So
they are all his ordained minis-
ters. W 11/1 10a

Sunday, November 25

Your opeople will wvolunteer
freely on your day of war.
—Ps, 110: 8, AT.

Through many seemingly
insurmountable periods Jeho-
vah has supported and richly
blessed his organization. The
New World society today per-
forms a work and enjoys a
prosperity that amazes and
puts in fear the nations. Their
rulers are astounded at what
they see going on, unable to
belicve their own eyes. Which
of them can operate a govern-
ment by a system of voluntary
taxation? Yet the New World
society is being established
forever world-wide on just that
basis. Which of their “church-
es” can fulfill its chosen re-
spousibility to society without
constant solicitation or exhor-
tation? Yet the present un-
paralleled growth of Jehovah’s
witnesses and the comfort and
inspiration they have brought
to millions of people have been
the result of a relatively small
number’s making a freewill
contribution of their money in
support of their dwmely com-
missioned work. W 3/1



Monday, November 26

The path of the righteous is
like the light of dawn, which
shines brighter and brighter
until full day.—Prov.
4: 18, RS.

The apostles’ having pro-
gressive understanding demon-
strates there was no flood of
water of choking volume at
any one moment of time but
rather a calm, steady flow of
new waters of truth through
a set channel. Those brought
into the Christian congrega-
tion had preconceived unclear
views as to God’s purposes. It
would take time to change over
their thinking. God knew that
as mere men they could not
mentally grasp or retain a
flood of new truths at one
time. So he lovingly arranged
for a gradual flow of waters
of new truth to his servants
in an orderly channeled way.
Gradually their minds would
be adjusted and become filled
with a progression of new
things. It is even so with the
revealing of new truths in our
day in keeping with the above
promise of Proverbs 4:18. W
5/15 17, 18a

Tuesday, November 27

Forgive us our debts, as we
also have forgiven our dcbtors.
—Matt. 6: 12, NW.

Gossip feeds and grows on
weaknesses and faults, but love
hides these shortcomings and
hence is urged upon Chris-
tians. Your love for yourself
finds excuses or extenuating
circumstances to cover over
your errors. Well, let the same
love that covers your short-
comings work to cover the
faults of your brothers. Let
it make you as understanding,
as merciful, as forgiving to-
ward him as it makes you to-

ward yourself. You are glad
that Jehavah knows our frame
and remembers that we are
dust and does mot expect too
much? Then remember your
brother’s is dust also and do
not expect too much. You must
forgive to be forgiven. You
ask Jehovah to forgive you as
you forgive others. If you do
not forgive, you are not effec-
tually asking for forgiveness.
When you forgive offenses for-
get them. If you later repeat
them and gossip about them
you show that you are lacking
in the love that covers a mul-
titude of sins. W 8/15 13a

Wednesday, November 28

I chose you, and I apz{}omted
you—John 15: 16,

On the basis of their dedi-
cation and God’s acceptance
of it all nations that claim to
give consideration to Christian
ministers should recognize the
other sheep as Scripturally
ordained ministers. The na-
tions are self-willed and dicta-
torial when they set up their
own rules and by them declare
who is a real minister recog-
nized by God. It is Scriptural-
ly out of order for nations to
require certain written authori-
zations or man-made ceremo-
nies before recognizing these
dedicated men and women as
God's ministers. Uninspired
lawmakers of this world did
not write the Bible, but God
caused the writing of it, and
his true ministers have the
testimony of his inspired Word
respecting their ordination by
him for having dedicated them-
selves to him. The proof of
what his ordained ministers
should be ought to be taken
from the written Word of God,
who does the ordaining, not
from man-made laws and their
legal interpretation by judges.
W 11/1 11a



Thursday, November 29

“Test me now in this way,”

says the LORD [Jehovah] of

hosts, “and see if I will not

open for you the windows of

the heavens, and pour out for

you a blessing until there is
no more need.”—Mal.

’

The heavens are the source
of prosperity, for they are Je-
hovah’s real storehouse. The
source of our blessing is from
heaven down, not from the
material earth up. Through
Heaven's windows Jehovah
empties out his overflowing
blessing upon the covenant
keepers. He promised to pour
out this blessing before the
great and dreadful day of Je-
hovah. By lovingly, faithfully
bringing in the spiritual tithes
since 1919 the remnant of
spiritual Israelites proceeded
to test Jehovah according to
his new covenant through
Christ. Has Jehovah met the
test? The abundant blessing
that has been poured out upon
his witnesses during the thirty-
seven years since then answers
emphatically yes! Truly Je-
hovah has opened the flood-
gates of the heavens and given
us a downpour of blessing so
that today no more need exists.
W 12/15 4, 5, 10a

Friday, November 30

Who shall stand when he ap-

peareth? For he will be like a

refiner’s fire, and like fullers’
lye.—Aal. 8:2, Da.

Christendom cannot accept
the real Christ in his kingly,
priestly role. He is too hot for
her, too much of a cleanser for
her. There is no precious metal
in her; she is all burnable
stuff; she is all dirt to be
cleared away with alkali. At
Armageddon Jehovah's judg-

ment will bring that to light.
But who is it that has been
able to face this day of his
coming to the temple and en-
dure it? It is those who have
been sincerely seeking Jehovah.
It is those who have been the
only ones to call attention to
the fact of his coming and
presence at the temple with
his Angel of the covenant, It
is Jehovah’s witnesses who
have shown a willingness to
subject themselves to Jehovah’s
judgments through Christ, no
matter how fiery, no matter
how bleaching, and to endure
a cleaning up in their doe-
trine, organization and activi-
ty. W 11/15 27, 28

Saturday, December 1

But in case . . . he has lain
in wait for him and has risen
up agaeinst him and struck his
soul fatally and he has died
and the man has fled to one of
these cities, . . . he must die.
—Decut. 19:11, 12, NW.

So here in our refuge city
we find ourselves now. Because
Jehovah’s witnesses are deter-
mined to keep within bounds
inside God’s merciful city of
refuge they declared them-
selves, on November 1, 1939,
in favor of absolute neutrality
toward the wars of this world.
Also they have taken their
stand for God’s covenant con-
cerning the sanctity of blood,
not to violate it by the trans-
fusing of blood that has re-
sulted in so many unreported
deaths, to keep themselves
from any willful bloodguilt in
God’s sight. And just as the
willful murderer found no asy-
lum in the ancient city of
refuge but was handed over
to the avenger of blood to die
justly at his hands, so we want
no person of that willful kind
within the New World society.
W 12/1 9b



Sunday, December 2

Keep proving what you yowr-
selvgs are~2 Cor. Ig : 8, %VW.

To a great extent we do not
know what we do believe until
we start communicating it to
others. If we never express
ourselves, our thoughts never
come into a form to benefit
others or even ourselves. One
may have a mistaken view of
something and by keeping quiet
he may never have known it.
By expressing yourself you
have the opportunity to change
your thinking, to get that
wrong view straightened out.
You want the right ideas in
your head, for no one wants
to go from house to house
talking about Jehovah’s pur-
poses and telling householders
the wrong things. So do not
let the error you think you
might express hold you back
from speaking. Your mistake
may sharpen the correct an-
swer in the minds of others.
If one did all his own thinking
and never consulted anyone or
expressed himself to others, he
never would be able to test
himself. That underscores the
value of ‘“freeness of speech.”
w1/1 17

Monday, December 3

Even in your thought, do not

curse the king, nor in_ your

bedchamber curse the rich; for

a bird of the air will carry

your woice, or some winged

creature tell the matter.—Eccl.
10: 20, RS.

Though we may swear the
one to whom we tell gossip to
secrecy, such talk does get
back to the one slandered. Can
we rightly complain? We could
not keep the sceret ourselves.
Why expect more of others
than of ourselves? Keeping
guiet was too great a strain
for us. Why expect others to

resist the strain we could not?
Moreover, another may like
the person we slander and may
want to give him a chance to
defend himself. That is only
fair. So when we start to gos-
sip, let us think how we will
feel when our victim hears it,
probably in an exaggerated ver-
sion. Our motive for clamping
our lips should be better than
fearing repercussions when our
victim catches us at it. It is
Satan’s will for us to gossip.
It is Jehovah’s will that we
crush it. Which one will we

serve? We serve the one we
obey, W 5/15 8, 9a

Tuesday, December 4

I will be a swift witness . . .

against those . . . that turn

aside the sojourner from his
right.—Mal. 3:5, AS.

Jehovah stirred up interest
in the temporary resident in
1923 by providing the interpre-
tation of the parable of the
sheep and the goats. He showed
the righteous earthly ones to
be the ‘“other sheep” of John
10:16. Then in 1931 he
showed his gathered remnant
that they must give full at-
tention to this other sheeplike
class, that they must act like
the prophetic man *“clothed in
linen, with a writer’s inkhorn
by his side.” They must mark
these depressed sheeplike ones
in their foreheads that these
might be spared by Jehovah’s
executioners at Armageddon.
If we refuse to do marking
work, we are turning aside
the sojourner from his right.
If we do so, then woe to us!
Jehovah is still in his holy
temple to act as a swift wit-
ness and show up the loveless-
ness of any who refuse to con-
cern themselves about these
gheep and get busy in the wit-
ness work of marking their
foreheads. W 11/15 36



Wednesday, December §

Jehovah fut forth his hand
and touched my mouth; and
Jehovah said unto me, Behold
I have put my words in thy
mouth—Jer. 1:9, AS.

We have no need for reli-
gious men to lay hands upon
us to be ordained. Qur ordi-
nation is from God and re-
sults to us from dedicating
our eternal existence to him
through Christ. We are not
ordained by the hand laid upon
us by the one who baptizes
us in water in symbol of our
dedication. But, inasmuch as
our water baptism has a rela-
tionship to our ordination from
God, we may, for the purposes
of record submit our baptis-
mal date as the approximate
time of our ordination, to
satisfy the law of the land
where an ordination date is
asked for. What we want upon
ourselves to qualify us is the
hand of God, the hand of Him
who touched Jeremiah and or-
dained him, Jehovah’s is the
first hand that should be upon
us to ordain or appoint us as
qualified ministers. Without
first his hand upon us the lay-
ing of human hands upon us
afterward has no force, but is
mere form. W 11/1

Thursday, December 6

You will prepare for yourself

the way . . . and it must be

for any manslayer to flec there.
—Deut, 19:3, NW,

This preparing the way
meant that the main roads of
flight to the cities of refuge
had to be made speed roads;
hillocks had to be leveled
down, stumbling stones had to
be cleared out, rivers had to
be bridged, the roads had to
be broadened so that heavy
traflic might not block the fugi-

tive, and at the crossroads
signs had to be erected marked
“Refuge! Refuge!” to point
out the direction to the city
of asylum. Each division of
land, three east of the Jordan
and three west of the river,
had its own refuge city, so
that the flight would not be
overlong to & man in any dis-
trict. Ilach one knew his prop-
er refuge city. What an excel-
lent illustration this is of how
the way has had to be pre-
pared for the accidentally
bloodguilty today, particularly
the “temporary resident” and
the “settlers,” the other sheep,
who are not spiritual Israel-
ites but who are from many
nations! W 12/1 10, 11b

Friday, December 7

Then shall ye return and dis-
cern between the righteous and
the wicked.—Mal. 3: 18, AS.

Jehovah's witnesses, who
have faithfully put Jehovah
to the test, are the happiest
people on earth and know it
is not useless to serve Him.
The worldly proud ones in
Christendom have not rejoiced
in God’s established kingdom
but have opposed those who
advertise it. They have walked
in mourning before Jehovah
and fret because the schemers
of wickedness ~momentarily
prosper materially and politi-
cally in their way. (3: 13-15)
'l‘he outpoured, overflowing
blessing upon Jehovah's tithe-
bringing witnesses disproves
all the false reasonings of the
disgruntled, faithless, disobe-
dient religionists. At Armaged-
don, by the salvation of the
Jehovah fearers and the de-
struction of the Jechovah de-
spisers, we shall once more see
the difference between the tru-
ly righteous and the wicked.
W 12/15 13, 15a



Saturday, December 8

You must love your neighbor
as yourself—Mark

» .

True happiness lies in seek-
ing ways to be loving and
helpful to our neighbors, not
complaining about their mis-
fortunes or weaknesses but
strengthening them with the
truth, which comforts and
builds up. Christ Jesus, in
giving us the above command-
ment, rules out a hypercritical,
complaining attitude by Chris-
tians toward their neighbors.
If we are honest with our-
selves we admit our own mis-
takes and shortcomings. Do
we mock and ridicule ourselves
when we err? Because we love
ourselves we honestly seek to
correet ourselves and make
straight paths for our feet.
This gives us peace of mind
and appiness. In serving
alongside our close neighbors,
our brothers, we observe the
same principle. We shall be
happy if we seek ways to be
loving and helpful to them.
Such is a praiseworthy atti-
tude to commend to all and is
certain to have Jehovah’s bless-
ing. W 8/15 6, Ta

Sunday, December 9

Solid food belongs to mature
people, to those who through
use have their perceptive pow-
ers trained to distinguish both
right and wrong.—Heb.
£

We must advance, increase,
grow up in Jehovah’s organi-
zation ; we cannot stand still.
Through the Watch Tower
publications, as well as through
the congregation, circuit and
district scrvants, the Society
constantly stresses that we
must study. Serious study is
hard work. But it does yield
happy results. It takes effort

to search the Secriptures, but
you know that the knowledge
gained spells out_life. Taking
in knowledge of Jehovah God
and of his Son means everlast-
ing life. One who wants life
must listen to the Giver of
life, Jehovah. Everlasting life
is due to hearing the Word
and believing Jehovah God, for
it was God who sent Jesus;
and by having this faith we
are able to pass over from
death to life. By assembling
ourselves together for making
public declaration of our hope
we continue learning and grow-
ing, advancing to maturity.
W 1/118

Monday, December 10

And the winepress was trodden
outside the city, and blood
came out of the winepress as
high up as_the bridles of the
horses.—Rev. 1}:20, NW.

At Armageddon now near
comes the time of the wine
treaders. That great wine
press will be trodden outside
the city and the horses under
Christ and his heavenly troops
will fairly wade through blood,
s0 many will be those in oppo-
gition to God and his King.
Do not think this is too grue-
some to come true! It is a
pictorial prophecy of God’s
Word and his Word always
comes true. “Trodden outside
the city” means it will be
trodden outside the Christian
city of refuge, hence outside
the New World society. Do
any today want to avoid being
pitched into the wine press
of God’s anger to be crushed?
Then make no delay to escape
the divine Avenger of blood.
Take the road marked “Refuge !
Refuge!” and flee to the refuge
city under the High Priest
Jesus Christ. Then determined-
ly, wisely, gratefully stay in-
side it until Armageddon! W
12/1 20, 21b



Tuesday, December 11

Then he said to them: ‘‘Pay

back, therefore, Caesar’s things

to Cacsar, but God's things to
God."—Matt. 22:21, NW.

By putting his name upon
his remnant of the spiritual
temple and by sending them
forth to be his witnesses Je-
hovah has caused his name to
be most highly exalted in all
the earth in these latter days.
Because of keeping ‘‘the cove-
nant of Levi” (Mal, 2:4-8)
and rendering exclusive devo-
tion to Jehovah the temple
remnant have put his purified
worship supreme over every-
thing else, specializing upon it
as being of first importance
according to their priestly ob-
ligations. No government has
a right to interfere with it,
and in a conflict between wor-
shiping Jehovah and obeying
human rulers who oppose him
the temple remnant put Jeho-
vah’s worship on top and firm-
ly keep their service in his
temple, giving first to God
what belongs to God. They
have refused to quit offering
their spiritual sacrifices of
praising God and preaching
the good news of his estab-
lished, triumphant kingdom.
W 11/15 38

Wednesday, December 12

Continue putting up with one
another and forgiving one an-
other freely if anyone has a
cause for complaint against
another. Hven as Jchovah free-
ly forgave you.——Col.
’

Family members should al-
ways show respect for one an-
other, not humiliating others
but_allowing them a measure
of dignity. When necessary to
correct, do it in the way you
would appreciate being cor-
rected. Do not bluntly rebuke

the other publicly, before
friends. Do not badger your
children over every trivial tres-
pass. As parents, when you
correct your children, do you
always corroborate each other
or do you issue contradictory
instructions? Make allowances
for individual temperaments,
changing moods, upset mental
states. When an emotional
storm seems to be brewing,
remember patience and self-
control. Be reasonable, logical,
consistent, easily placated,
quick to forgive and ready
to commend when things are
done well. W 4/1 20

Thursday, December 13

Thow shalt be called Hephzi-
bah, and thy land Beulah.
—Isa. 62: 4.

Individuals in all the un-
happy nations have come to
see that the remnant of spirit-
ual Israel belongs to the organ-
ization in which God delights,
named Hephzibah, meaning,
“My delight is in her”; and
that they are happy because
their God is Jehovah and that
they are a “delightsome land”
because he delights in them
as a bridegroom delights in
his bride. Such individuals of
the nations call the spiritual
remnant happy. Yearning for
spiritual prosperity and bappi-
ness themselves, they come to
the delightsome land. They
join themselves to the spir-
itually prosperous remnant.
They come up to the moun-
tain of God’s house, climb up
to his temple courts and join
in the worship of him with
spirit and truth, Learning that
continued prosperity is based
upon their obedient action,
they too bring in their spirit-
ual tithes in Jehovah’s store-
house that there may be sus-
tenance in it for the temple
servants. W 12/15 12a



Friday, December 14
Worship God.—Rev.
22:9, NW.

Yes, man’s proper place is
one of worshiping God with
spirit and truth. This cannot
be done by isolating ourselves.
Christ showed that God is
properly worshiped by man in
publicly proclaiming God’s
purposes and his qualities and
characteristics to other human
creatures. Jesus counseled all
his disciples to be busy pro-
claiming the Kingdom mes-
sage. Those associated with
the New World society are
doing just that. They know
that the New World socicty
has accepted God’s Word as
its guide and is following a
path that is made clear in it.
They know that this is the
proper place for them to be
and that Armageddon will
change nothing with the New
World society, because it has
gotten willingly into its proper
place and is not deserving de-
struction. It will not even
change the need to continue
preaching, as it will be neces-
sary to praise God’s name by
talking throughout eternity.
W 5/1 18, 19

Saturday, December 15

Set @ watch, O Jechovah, be-
fore my mouth; keep the door
of my lips.—Ps. 141: 8, AS.

Gossip becomes a habit. The
more we do it the more en-
trenched becomes the habit. To
break the habit calls for con-
scious, steadfast, determined,
strenuous cffort. We cannot
pamper ourselves. So do not
try to taper off. Stop now!
Wage an unflagging fight!
Every time you resist the urge,
the habit loses ground, its
grip on you is weakened; but
each time you succumb to it
you strengthen its hold on you.
Jight it to the death, with

no backing down, no giving
in, no retreating. Fight it at
the source, kill its roots, which
are in the mind and heart.
Do more than put gossip from
your mind; put good thoughts
in its place Jesus showed
that when an unclean spirit
was ousted from a man it
would return with seven others
if the man did not become
filled with Jehovah’s spirit.
So crowd out evil gossip with
good thoughts. Pray for Jeho-
vah’y help. Gossipers look for
the bad in people. Form the
habit of looking for the good
in them.—Phil. 3:17, NW.
W 8/15 9a

Sunday, December 16

You must love Jehovah your
God with your whole heart
and with your whole soul and
with your whole mind. . . .
You must love your neighbor
as yourseg‘) —Matt. 22:37,

, NW.

‘What is wrong with man-
kind today is their disobe-
dience to the two great com-
mandments. These are posi-
tive. Without the love of God
and that first, the seeming
love of our fellow man, a seem-
ing humanitarianism, would
find eventual disappointment,
frustration. In these critical
days life is very hollow for
the greater portion of man-
kind. What is responsible for
their hollowness of life? Bible
prophecy answers: ‘“Men will
be lovers of themselves, lovers
of money, having no
natural affection, . . . lovers
of pleasures rather than lovers
of God.” Mankind is starving
for life becausc it iy starving
for love. Yes, “he who does
not love remains in death.”
And this loveless, murderous
old world, by abiding in death
until Armageddon, will be for-
evergéiestroyed there. W 1/15



Monday, December 17

God loves a cheerful v%iver.
—2 Cor., 9:7, NW.

Hundreds of missionary
homes are contributing their
share to expansion. Ably as-
sisting also are the special pio-
neers. Besides the cost of these
two features, which all branch-
es have, there is the maintain-
ing of a Bethel home, the ex-
pense of regular assemblies
and many costly court cases
fought to ‘defend and legally
establish the good news.” These
expenses we do not regret, be-
cause the wealth of blessings
resulting therefrom cannot be
measured in dollars and cents.
While we are not the wealth-
iest of people we are not
afraid to spend what we have
in the right cause and we
know how to get the most out
of what we spend. Above all,
it demonstrates that Jehovah’s
spirit is upon his organization
and there is nothing needed
that can not and will not be
done. The phenomenal growth
of his organization today has
not been accomplished with-
out spending money, but by
Jehovah’s undeserved kindness
the expansion is still going
forward! W 38/1 34

Tuesday, December 18

All the ways of a man are

clean in his own eyes; but

Jehovah weigheth the spirits.
—Prov. 16: 2, AS.

Jehovah’s scales are true
balances, not tilted by favor-
itism, and on them he weighs
the impulses that motivate a
man’s thinking or speaking or
acting. A man’s love for him-
self makes him partial to him-
self and to him his ways seem
clean, but Jehovah’s impartial
scales test the genuineness of
the motives behind the thought

or word or deed. So be careful,
and not too sure you are clean
while viewing others as soiled.
When Jehovah reads his scales
his eye is impartially merciful
for all. Try to be impartially
merciful when looking at your-
self and at others, not partial
to yourself and exacting of
others. Jehovah in his love
provides Christ’s ransom to
cover all offenses of obedient
persons. We should cultivate
the kind of love that will cover
our brothers’ offenses toward
us. If we speak out of hearts
filled with this kind of love, we
sil‘iall never gossip! W 8/15
a

Wednesday, December 19

A writing that is writlen in
the king’'s name and sealed
with [hs ring] it is not possi-
ble to undo.—KEsther 8: 8, NW.

An appointment may be de-
livered orally or by letter, even
by a formal appeintment let-
ter. What matters here is that
the appointment comes from
the recognized governing body,
and so the signature of the
appointment letter or form
must show that it comes from
such authoritative body. The
signature’s being handwritten
or stamped does not alter the
matter or weaken or void the
appointment. If the stamp is
that of the governing body and
is imprinted by the one who
has the authority to use that
stamp, then the appointment
is authoritative and binding.
This may be true even though
rubber-stamping an appoint-
ment letter or form may not
be so ceremonial or impressive
as a literal formalistic laying
of men’s hands upon the head
of an appointed person. Stamp-
ing an official letter is good
Bible practice as seen from
the above. W 11/1 18, 19a



Thursday, December 20

It shall come to pass in the
latter days, that the mountain
of Jehovah’s house shall be
established on the top of the
mountains.—Isa. 2:2, AS.

Faithfulness to Jehovah’s
worship on the part of the
remnant before all the world
has exalted the house of Jeho-
vah before all the nations. The
patriotic worldlings have re-
sented this but the sheeplike
people of all nations appre-
ciated this illustration of the
supremacy of Jehovak’s wor-
ship. From the temple remnant
they learn to put Jehovah’s
worship topmost in their lives.
They accept his judgments and
decisions from his supreme
temple. They leave the Devil's
world and 1its religio-political
mountains and ascend the
mountain of Jehovah’s house
to worship him there on this
beautiful elevation above this
debased world and its demon
worship. They try to measure
ug to the high requirements
of his worship, They recognize
that their obligation to wor-
ship him at his house is higher
than ali allegiances to the
mountainlike powers of this
doomed old world. W 11/15 39

Friday, December 21

You shall prepare the roads.
—Decut. 19:3, RS,

As God has allowed only a
short period of time till aveng-
ing the innocent blood at Ar-
mageddon, it has become most
urgent for us to keep in ex-
cellent condition the way that
has been prepared to the pres-
ent-day city of refuge. Thus
we shall make easy the speedy
flight of countless others who
become aware of their acci-
dental bloodguiltiness and who
awake to their peril. We must

sound the warning, assist them
to speedy flight, becoming as
signposts along the way an-
nouncing “Refuge! Refuge!”
and pointing to the ounly place
where to find it now. Everyone
must serve in this lifesaving
manner in his own territory.
If we fail in our duty, then
our present place of refuge
will not benefit us at the cru-
cial time, for the blood of
those who might have escaped
through proper warning will
be required at our hand by
Jehovah, So let us be on guard
against incurring future blood-
guilt this way to our own de-
struction, W 12/1 12b

Saturday, December 22

What I teach is not mine, but
belongs to him that sent me.
—John 7:16, NW.

How wonderful it must have
been and still is to hear God
communicate directly from his
own mouth! In time the Word
was sent by God to earth to
testify to many things, one
of which concerned the matter
of communieation of truth from
the throne of heaven. John
confirms that the first stage
in the line of communication
is through Jesus as the Word,
saying: “No man has seen God
at any time; the only-begotten
god who is in the bosom posi-
tion with the Father is the
one that has explained him.”
This logically makes Jesus
the second-greatest authority,
He has had the longest ex-
perience of any in receiving
orders of Jehovah and putting
them into effect. In his long
carecr of communication he
has had a flawless reputation
of faithfully transmitting every
order of God, never varying
it with his own view or origi-
nating his own orders contrary
to God's wishes. W §/15 12-14



Sunday, December 23

Keep on, then, seeking first
the ‘ingd’om and his righteous-
ness, and all these other things
will be aéld%cfg to you.~—Mautt.

] .

One who holds on to the
instruction from Jehovah will
be a spiritually-minded person.
He will think correctly, divine-
ly, like God. Spiritual-minded-
ness is opposed to carnal-
mindedness. To be carnally-
minded means to be thinking
of the things of this world, to
be carrying on the wicked
practices of the Devil’s organi-
zation. By far the majority of
the people in the world are
interested in only the things
that pertain to themselves and
not how they can benefit oth-
ers. This is the Gentiles’ or
selfish way of looking at it.
In his discussion with his
apostles Jesus told us that
there was a far greater thing
to think about, the spiritual
thing, the Kingdom. Jehovah
God knows our needs and he
can care for them. Ile does
not want us to be worried
about them all the time. He
wants us to concentrate on
the greater thing, his kingdom
that will mean lifc to men of
good will. W 1/1 8a

Monday, December 24

Thouw hast put off my sack-
cloth, and girded me with glad-
ness.—Ps. 30: 11.

There is no reason why we
should be sad and complain.
Jehovah’s loving provisions,
his interest in us and his con-
tinual care should be sufficient
to keep us happy. These should
help us to dispel the spirit of
complaint and maintain a spir-
it of humility and meekness
with complete devotion to his
organization. The way to main-

tain happiness is to avoid com-
plaining, to edify our brothers
and to build up the congrega-
tion. To prevail through all
our troubles we have only to
accept Jehovah’s instructions,
carry them out in a joyful
frame of mind and dispel the
attitude of grumbling about
what we are to do. Jehovah
gives us the instructions we
need to prosper and to be con-
tent. For our welfare everlast-
ingly we must give willing obe-
dience, continually respect in-
structions and walk 1n step
with such. W 3/15 19, 20a

Tuesday, December 25

It is necessary for us to pay
more than the usual attention
to the things heard by us, that
we may never drift away.
—Heb. 2:1,

According to the opinion of
many scientists ‘“every experi-
ence of our lives is recorded
and preserved.” How does this
fit in with the assertion by
some that we are “leaky ves-
sels,” which they base on He-
brews 2:1, King James Ver-
sion, margin? The New World
Translation presents the prop-
er thought. It is not the truths
we hear that run out as
though we were leaky vessels,
but it is we ourselves who
are in danger of slipping or
drifting away if we do not
pay close, unusual attention
to what we learn. So our
minds are not leaky vessels,
but the information may be-
come buried and lost to us as
far as remembering it for use
if we have not paid “more
than the usual attention” to
it when learning it. It will
be hard to dig out and will call
for strenuous mental effort by
a diligent probing of the mem-
ory. Failure to dig it out is
no proof it is not there. W
8/15 18a



Wednesday, December 26

God brings every work into
judgment.—Hcecl. 12:13, AT.

To work to accumulate
wealth for hoarding is folly.
To compete in jealous rivalry
is a vexatious striving for the
wind. To labor to heap wup
material treasure is as vain
as idleness is foolish., We
should work for our necessary
food and drink and for the
sheer enjoyment of work. Such
work is good, not vanity, but
worthwhile and it is our lot
in the life God has given us.
Solomon did not ignore Jeho-
vah nor recommend a life
given over to fleshly indulgence
without the thought of God
or the future. There is to be
an accounting. We are to work
in fear of Jehovah because he
will finally judge our works,
even the hidden ones, even
the motives within our heart.
Our work is to do good, in
harmony with his commands.
Such work is not vanity, It
does not perish with us, but
continues in God’s remem-
brance and will gain us a
{%vorable judgment. W 8/1

Thursday, December 27

But seek first his kingdom and

his righteousness, and all these

things shall be yours as well.
—DMatt, 6: 33,

The basis of true material
prospcrlty is spiritual pros-
perity. This provable truth
rests upon the fact that the
one unfailing source of pros-
perity is Jehovah, the richest
and happiest Person in the
universe, and who, though
spirit, is the Creator of all
material things. He controls
the production of all things
material. The source of all
true and lasting material pros-

perity must therefore be spirit-
ual. Spiritual prosperity means
prospering in our relations
with Jehovah. He puts spirit-
ual prosperity ahead of ma-
terial prosperity as being more
important, for the former is
the basis of the latter even as
Jesus showed. Pursuit of ma-
terial prosperity may lead to
enjoying many things of this
carth selfishly for a long or a
short time, but pursuit of the
spiritual prosperity will lead
to unending life in an endless
world of prosperity in union
with the immortal Source of it
all, Jehovah. W 12/15 2, 3

Friday, December 28

The Lord Jehovah, who gather-
cth the ouicasts of Israel,
saith, Yet will I gather others
to htm, besides his own that
are gathered.—Isa. 56: 8, AS.

From 1919 on down to par-
ticularly 1931 Jehovah gath-
ered the remnant of spiritual
Israelites who were outcasts.
Since then he has been gather-
ing others to himself, Who has
up till now been able to hinder
lgim? The “evil slave” class?
Christendom’s clergy and their
flocks? The political powers
of this world? Satan and his
demons? No, but today the ac-
tive membership of the New
World society at Jehovah’s
temple has swelled to 642,929,
1t is Jehovah’s happy pleasme
in this day to make these anti-
tvplcal forelgners, these other
sheep, “joyful in my house of
prayer.” Yes, the holy moun-
tain of Jehovah's house rings
with their outeries of happi-
ness as_they offer through his
High Priest their spiritual
burnt offerings and sacrifices
upon his altar and as he evi-
dences acceptance of these by
blessing them in his service,
his witness work, W 11/15 43



Saturday, December 29

Stand therefore, . . . having
shod your feet with the equip-
ment of the gospel of peace;
above all taking the shield of
faith.—Hph. 6:1}-16, RS.

With your feet shod with
the equipment of the good
news of peace, you will avoid
responsibility for any of the
turmoil of this world and you
will not be gathered by the
unseen demons to the side of
the rulers of this entire in-
habited earth at Armageddon
for a suicidal war against God
Almighty and his _reigning
King Jesus Christ. You will
promote peace and reconcilia-
tion with God. Taking up the
large shield of faith, you will
be able to stop and extinguish
all the flaming faith-destroying
missiles shot out by the enemy
and guard yourself against the
faithless course of this world.
By your faith-inspired obe-
dience to God and his King
Jesus Christ you will over-
come this world and keep on
pleasing God, who rewards
those who hold fast their faith
with life. W 10/1 42, 43

Sunday, December 30

Is it not wrilten, “My house
will be called @ house of prayer
for all ﬁc Ileations”.—Mark

] .

.. In this short remaining time
till Armageddon_it is_the due
right of the non-Israelite sheep
from all nations to come up
to the exalted house of the God
of Jacob to worship Jehovah
there and gain salvation. In-
gtead of doing anything to
‘turn them aside from their
right,” let us do everything in
obedience to God to direct and
help them to their right. It is
now the decree of Jehovah that
his holy temple shall be a

house of prayer for all peoples,
for all the nations. At the
temple inauguration on Mount
Moriah and after Jehovah
came to the temple and filled
it with the glory cloud of his
presence, King Solomon prayed
that it might be such a house
of international prayer, for in
his seven petitions Solomon
included one for the foreigner
that comes from a distant land
by reason of Jehovah’s name,
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The earth shall be filled with

the knowledge of the glory of

Jehovah, as the waters cover
the sca—Hab, 2: 14, AS.

Men may remove Jehovah’s
name from translations of the
Scriptures, but they cannot
remove Jehovah the Rock from
his position of Universal Sov-
ereign. And they have not been
able to and never will be able
to silence the Kingdom mes-
sage and destroy its preachers.
It is Jehovah the Uncenquera-
ble that leads us. It is in his
triumphal procession that he
leads us in company with his
King of kings and Lord of
lords, the winning King and
the winning Lord. The message
of Jehovah’s kingdom has al-
ready gained grand triumphs
throughout the earth because
He backs up and blesses the
preaching of this “good news”
by his witnesses in all the
inhabited earth. It will con-
tinue to triumph under his
protection and guidance of us
until Armageddon, when his
own triumphant act of vindica-
tion will cause all the earth’s
atmosphere to be permeated
with the sweet, life-giving odor
of the knowledge of God for
every praiser of Jehovah that
then breathes. W 10/15 40, 41
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