




































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Thursday, February 21

Because we have so grest o

cloud of witnesses surrounding

us, let us_also put off every

weight and the sin that easily

entangles us, and let us run

with endurance the race that
is set before us.—Heb.

, NW.

The danger to many is, not
the contest of persecution, but
the peacetime training. They
take it easy. With marvelous
opportunities in the full-time
service we see a lack of pio-
neers and of Bethel applicants.
Few respond. Can we not see
that this period of apparent
peace is no time for such con-
duet? Our peacetime training
should be extremely severe. It
must be as hard as the final
contest itself. The harder our
preparation the easier will be
the victory. Ancient runners
trained with added weights
and in heavy uniforms. For the
contest they took off the weights
and stripped themselves. So
train for future contests. We
win or lose, depending upon
how we train for the contest.
Peacetime training now means
greater activity for us, regu-
larity in the service, attend-
ance at all meetings, thorough
personal study. It is fatal to
take it as a time to slacken
our hands. W 4/15 18,19

Friday, February 22

For all the things that were
written aforetime were writ-
ten for our instruction, that
through our endurance and
through the comfort from the
Scriptures we might have hope.
—Rom. 15: 4%, NW,

In addition to Christ’s per-
fect example, we have in writ-
ing the examples of Abraham
and all the prophets as profit-
able lessons for us to study if
we are to keep pace with the
New World society. And for
any of us to keep pace we must

respond to Jehovah’s directions
with the readiness and willing-
ness of the faithful prophets
and aposties. We cannot allow
ourselves to be tied down to
this old world and at the same
time think that we can keep
step with this Christian so-
ciety of ministers. We must
be eager to answer Jesus’ call:
“Come be my follower,” and
answer it in the complete sense
that Peter did: “We have left
all things and followed you.”
And we must leave all things
behind, not with a longing, as
did Lot’s wife, but rather with
joy that such an opportunity
has been extended to us to
fulfill, W 6/1 11, 12

Saturday, February 28

We are not the kind that
shrink dack to destruction, dbut
the kind that have faith to
the preserving alive of the soul.
—Ileb. 10: 39, NW.

Remaining true to our God
is only a reasonable require-
ment. Who else is worthy or
deserving ? There are none who
have Jehovah’s qualities and
loving purpose, none who have
done so much for us. In the
past we vowed to keep integ-
rity, and that for good and
sufficient reasons. Those rea-
sons are just as good today.
Keeping integrity today is just
as possible as at any other
time. Should there be any
doubt, think back., Why did
you start out on this road in
the first place? (Heb. 10: 32,
33) God did not fail you at
any time that you earnestly
called upon him. Keep calling
upon him in prayer; prove
to him your sincerity, and he
will deliver you. This is our
testing period. This is the
destiny-making time, and only
those who maintain integrity
will exultingly share in the
joys and blessings of Jchovah's
new world. W 8/15 3a



Sunday, February 24

Put on the complete suit of
armor from God that you may
be able to stand firm against
the machinations of the Devil.
—Eph. 6:11, NW.

True, the apostles and the
seventy evangelists did cast
out demons miraculously in
Jesus’ name, But this particu-
lar gift of the holy spirit has
ceased being imparted, cven as
Paul foretold it would. (1 Cor.
13:8-11) Today we are not
empowered to cast out demons
as a sign of our being Chris-
tian witnesses of Jehovah. Nei-
ther are we authorized to kill
off all spirit mediums and
those who inquire of them or
practice occult arts as did
King Saul. But we are under
divine command to keep all
spiritism, which is demonism,
out of the theocratic orgamza-
tion, keeping on the complete
suit of armor from God”
a_defense against the assaults
of the wicked spirit forces. We
must also preach the message
of the ngdom, the truth
whlch Jesus said “will set you
free,” and this will drive away
all influence of the demons
from all victims who seek to
be freed from the enticements
or the tlghtemng grxp of the
demons. W 2/15

Monday, February 25

He took a loaf, gave thanks,
broke it, and gave it to them,
saying : " Phis means my body
which is to be given in your
behalf.’—Luke 22:19, NW.

The whole loaf of unleavened
bread that Jesus took was flat
and brittle. So he broke it, as
was the usual way when eating
bread at all meals in those
days. First, however, he pro-
nounced a blessing; he blessed
God, So no special meaning
need be attached to his break-
ing the loaf; he did this in
order to distribute it to his

apostles, as when he fed the
thousands. But Jesus did put
a special meaning upon the
loaf that he broke and gave
them, as noted by the words
above. By these words Jesus
did not perform a miracle,
transubstantiating the loaf,
changmg it from unleavened
dough into human flesh. Ile
still had all his own flesh; he
had to have all his flesh, un-
blemished, with nothing taken
away from it, in order to offer
himself as a perfect sacrifice.
His body had to be like the
passover lamb, which pictured
him. So he did not transmute
the loaf, but merely used it to
iy‘m:tl)’?lize his body. W 1/15

Tuesday, February 26

EBveryone that partakes of milk
i3 unacquainted with the word
of righteousncss, for he is @
babe. But solid food belongs
to mature people, to those who
through use have their perccp-
tive powers trained to distin-
guish both right and wrong.
—Heb. 5:18, 14, NW.

The call for willing service
now rings out with unmistak-
able clarity in the ears of a
great crowd of persons of good
will. They respond by associat-
ing themselves with the New
World society. But service any-
where in that society requires
action, because it 1s a pro-
gressive, forward-looking socie-
ty. It sees beyond the wreckage
of this old world to the bless-
ings of life in the new world.
And right now those associated
with it are constructively
equipping themsclves for life
under that righteous arrange-
ment. Thousands yearly as-
sociate themselves with the
organization and, as babes,
build themsclves up on  the
milk of the Word, Yet it is
impossible to stay a babe and
still be in the New World so-
ciety. It moves ahead, and we
must move with it! W 5/1 13



Wednesday, February 27

Forgetting the things behind
and stretching forward to the
things ahead, am pursuing
down toward the goal for the
prize—Phil. 3: 13, 1}, NW,

Jehovah holds out to us the
prize of everlasting life. It is
proper for us to keep the prize
before us as an incentive to
run, because our race is very
difficult. While we seek the
prize, it is the Giver of the
prize we love and want to

lease. Many fail because they
o not pay attention to this
goal of life eternal. It is life
that we want and life eternal
on earth is to the other sheep
just as much to be desired as
life in heaven is desired by
the anointed ones called of Je-
hovah. Some are allowing the
vision of Jehovah's purpose,
his kingdom and his theocratic
work to grow dim. They will
not study privately and do not
attend study meetings. They
have no vision. Such persons
will not successfully reach the
goal. Where there is no vision
the %eople perish. (Prov. 29:
18) In the race have you lost
sight of the prize? Keep the
prize before your eyes and you
will stay on the track and not
get sidetracked by the Devil
and lose life. W 4/15 23, 24

Thursday, February 28

As a father does his children,
we kept exhorting each one of
you, and consoling and bearing
witness to you.—1 Thess,
2:11, NW.

Some young people are quick
to belittle or to mock parents
or other adults, shunning their
sound counsel. This is true
when they take as standards
the dealings of this world. In
following such a course gossip
is often resorted to, to under-
mine and belittle the older and
more mature servants of God.

Failing to show proper respect
is nothing more than a display
of rebellion, and it must be
avoided by every youthful min-
ister as well as by those older
and mature in Jehovah’s serv-
ice. By heeding the admonition
above (which is appropriate
for parents as well as chil-
dren), Christian children will
avoid the pitfalls common to
undisciplined youth. Those who
fail to take sound counsel are
void of understanding and will
be casily overreached and en-
ticed, suecumbing to tempta-
tions that lead to a disastrous
end.—Prov. 7:21.27, W §/15
6, 7a

Friday, March 1

Attending to all the interests
of the Eternal {Jehotvah].
—1 Chron. 26 : 80, Mo,

‘What are some of God’s in-
terests affecting the earth and
mankind in general? One of
his major interests is to have
this richly endowed earth robed
in paradisaic beauty and pop-
ulated with rightcous inhab-
itants who are in harmony
with God by becoming his
loving subjects. Another inter-
est is ridding this earth of
wickedness through his chosen
Seed, his King, Jesus Christ.
(Gen. 3:15) It is also his wiil
by means of a Kingdom Seed
to permit all good-will peoples
to bless themselves. Again, he
has taken a keen interest in
establishing a New World sys-
tem, including a new heavens
planted in 1914 and a new
earth founded in 1919, reflected
now in a New World society.
(Isa. 51: 16) Today that soci-
ety is vigorously preaching the
message of the established
Kingdom. And finally, in this
generation it is God’s great
will to prove his sovereignty by
vindicating his name at Arma-
geddon in destroying every
vestige of Satan’s organization
visible and invisible, W 7/15 9



Saturday, March 2

God proceeded to create the
man in his im éze. in God's
image he created him; male
and female he created them.
—Gen. 1:27, NW.

Marriage is a close union
between two parties. The main
party to the marriage is called
the husband. The other or
lesser party to it is called the
wife, The lesser party or wife
may be a single person or it
also may be an organization
made up of two or more per-
sons. But the organization, be-
cause it 13 made up of a
number of persons, does not
form a number of wives; it
forms just one organizational
wife, because all the members
of the organization are in one
union to the one husband. The
marvelous idea of marriage to
a wife was not thought out nor
worked out by man nor by any
of the animals lower than man
and before man, Marriage was
first thought of and set up by
the Creator, the Maker of man
and of the animals and plants
that mate or pair. That Crea-
tor is Jehovah God, the pro-
ducer of all the universe seen
and unseen. And in regard to
marriage his law says: “What
God has yoked together let no
man put apart.”—Matt, 19: 6,
NwW. wWy/11

Sunday, March 3

This is the conquest that has
conquered the world, our faith.
John 5: 4, NW.

Although our message is one
of peace it is like an open
declaration of war to Satan’s
organization. We are therefore
warned to “take up the large
shield of faith, with which you
will be able to quench all the
wicked one’s burning missiles.”
(Eph. 6:16, NW) We expect
to be under attack in this war-
fare, and we need faith in God
in order to carry on. By faith

we can conquer the world,
overcoming any hindrances that
may stand in our way to faith-
ful service. Strong faith will
prevent us from being discour-
aged, even though our patient
preachmg does not have the
immediate effect we should like
to see. Noah did not give up.
He knew God was truc.
Neither did Isaiah get discour-
aged. He understood that even
though many did not believe,
the work of God was still being
accomplished. But we cannot
have faith without a founda-
tion of knowledge, The greater
our accurate knowledge of God
and the more we use it, the
more protective will be our
shield of faith, W 6/15 10, 11

Monday, March 4

Further, God blessed them and

God said to them : “Be fruitful

and become many and fill the

carth and subdue st."—Gen.
: 28, '

Human marriage came from
the lofty thoughts of the Most
High God. It was started by
him in an earthly paradise
with a perfectly mated couple.
Since it came from a pure, di-
vine source, it is somethmg
highly dignified. Worthily of its
Source, it ought to be entered
into and fulfilled according to
the will of God who blessed
this marriage union. That is
what makes it theocratic or
subject to the rule of God and
what calls forth his blessing
and makes marriage safe and
engures its happiness. God’s
will and rule are lovingly writ-
ten out for all married persons
or for all who think of marry-
ing, in his inspired Word. If
we seck true happiness in mar-
riage or want wisdom to han-
dle marriage problems aright
we will go to God’s Word
and learn and be guided b;
principles that it sets fortg
%mgarmng marriage. W 9/15

’



Tuesday, March §

Not unio us, O Jehovah, not
unto us, but unto thy name
[be] glory—Ps. 115: 1, AS.

Honor or glory is not given
to the vessel created; but the
complimentary remark, the
praise, goes to the one that
formed the vessel. We should
think a person quite unbal-
anced who stood before a piece
of pottery, praising it and glo-
rifying it; but if he spoke com-
plimentary words to its creator
we could understand his ex-
pression. Jehovah is the potter.
He is the maker. He has pro-
duced these beautiful creatures
upon earth. He shaped them.
He formed them. He gave them
their loveliness and made them
attractive. He did more. He
gave them life. It is Jehovah,
then, who is to be compliment-
ed. He is the one who should
receive the adoration, exclusive
devotion. We are the things
made. We glorify our Maker,
in the same way that the vessel
of a potter would bring honor
to its maker. It is Jehovah that
has brought us into existence.
He is the one to whom credit
is due. Let us never forget that
Lie does not nced to tolerate
any rivalry, nor will he, W 1/1
17, 18

Wednesday, March 6

Not forsaking the gathering of

ourselves together, ., . . but en-

couraging one another.—Ieb.
10: 25, NW.

Whenever the local congrega-
tion officially meets there will
be present God’s holy spirit as
an organizational helper. That
helper is also present at all our
circuit, district, national and
international assemblies. It is
manifest that God’s spirit
does not rest upon the gather-
ings of the spiritually sick
people of false religious or-
ganizations. But long experi-

ence shows that God’s holy
spirit does reside wonderfully
with his people! Knowing this
to be a fact, then, it means
that in order for us to keep up
with the truth we must unfail-
ingly be present at every offi-
cial meeting of God’s people
with whom we are actively
associated. Can we conceive of
a ministerial angel in heaven
finding an excuse for not being
present when God’s court offi-
cially meets in heaven? Cer-
tainly not! So likewise we as
God’s ministers should not have
excuses for being absent from
meetings, W 3/1 28a

Thursday, March 7

Consider the apostle and high
priest whom we confess—Jesus.
He was faithjul to the one that

made him guch.—Heb. 3:

’ 3 .

The Word gladly accepted
whatever assignment God gave
him. He did not consider full-
time service a glorious treasure
in one section of the universe
but undesirable in another. It
made no difference to him
where he was assigned to serve
so long as he could be of use
to his Father. And he has
shown this same humble at-
titude and willingness to serve
throughout his long career of
full-time service. When Jeho-
vah purposed to make a par-
adise home for intelligent,
fleshly creatures, it was the
Word who was assigned to
carry out this purpose to frui-
tion. Although the forming of
the earth and the preparing of
it for life were tasks requiring
a great period of time, the
Word did not lose interest in
his work. He faithfully worked
at his job until it was finished.
By such faithful service he
proved his dependability and
was therefore given other as-
signments. He is the example
that all other creatures would
do well to follow. W 8/15 7-9



Friday, March 8

Look! I am come . . . to do
your will, O God.—Heb,
¢, NW.

How should Jehovah's inter-
ests regarding his name, the
earth and mankind concern us?
Very vitally! Jesus set the
pattern when he dedicated his
life to the doing of Jehovah’s
will, as shown by the scripture
above, and by continuing in
harmony wit God’s every
interest. We too must be in full
accord with the divine will and
always be in line with Iis
divine interests. This we do
by each one of us dedicating
his life to the doing of His will
and then symbolizing this by
water baptism. We cannot be
passive as to the divine inter-
ests, We cannot sit on the fence
and be indecisive about these
universal interests. We must
become active by being con-
scious of these divine interests
and of our relation to them.
Indeed, our present and future
salvation lies in being iden-
tified with (God’s cvery interest
in connection with this earth,
God's goodness is ever being
manifested in his divine inter-
ests, and happiness supreme
will be our lot by keeping
God’s interests in favorable
balance with our other inter-
ests, W 7/15 11

Saturday, March 9

Unitedly become imitators of

me, brothcrs, and keep your

eye on those who are walking

in @ way that accords with the

example you have in us.—Phil,
(17, NW.

It is incumbent upon every
traveler to the new world, and
especially upon the servants, to
set proper examples. A scrvant
cannot afford to let his habits
get out of hand. The flock of
God look to him for leadershi{).
Some habits may very easily
become immoderate unless gelf-
control is exercised, This is

especially true of the eating
and drinking habits. Neither
gluttons nor drunkards will in-
herit God’s kingdom. Overeat-
ing shows a lack of judgment.
It saps one’s energy and makes
one mentally sluggish and
sleepy. Overdrinking causes
loss of self-control. A drunkard
lacks poise, dignity and re-
speetability. How can a drunk-
ard represent the theocratic or-
ganization with a clean con-
science? Impossible! Drunken-
ness dishonors the congregation
of God. Each servant should be
able to say: “Become imitators
of me, even as I am of Christ.”
W6/17, 6a

Sunday, March 10

Jehovah hath spoken; who can
but prophesy?—Amos 3: 8, AS.
Never lose sight of the fact
that this is Jehovah’s message
that he long ago purposcd
should be delivered now,
course, Jehovah is under no
obligation to warh the wicked
of their error, but because of
his long-suffering with these
vessels of wrath that are only
fit for destruction Jehovah
warns such ones of their im-
pending execution even though
the message only hardens their
already stony hearts. This ex-
posure of Gog’s global opera-
tion infuriates this wicked one
aud he schemes how to silence
Jehovah’s witnesses for making
these things known., To stop
their preaching activity Gog
causes his earthly agencies to
heap up much persecution upon
the witnesses. We may con-
fidently cxpect that Gog of
Magog in his maddened desper-
ation will in the future at-
tempt to m@ke even greater
efforts to wipe us out com-
pletely. That final desperate
attempt, however, will mark
the beginning of Armageddon.
Dut regardless of what Gog
does we must continue to
prophesy against him, for Je-
hovah has spoken. W 8/1 14a



Monday, March 11

You well know that Jehovah
your God is the God, the faith-
ful God, keeping covenant and
loving-kindness in the case of
those who love him and those
who keep his commandments.
—-—Beut. 7:9, NW.

Jebovah himself sets the
example of perfect soundncss
or integrity. He may always be
relied upon, even as Moses as-
sured the Israelites. And to us
who live today on earth he still
manifests his love and faithful-
ness in numberless ways. As
inferiors to a superior, we owe
obedience, devotion and alle-
giance to our sovereign God,
our Lawgiver and Judge. As
his offspring we should seek to
reflect his integrity-keeping
course. To do less would be in-
consistent. Thankfulness should
make us want to act construc-
tively and in agreement with
the work of our Father. It is,
then, only the course of wisdom
for us to give heed to God’s
instructions, for his word is
trustworthy and all his com-
mandments are faithful. Keep-
ing these will enable us to
maintain integrity and there-
fore be adjudged worthy of the
reward of life, W 8/15 4, 5

Tuesday, March 12

This means my “blood of the
cm‘en;nt" _u‘hlt;cl; lfis to be
poured out wn behalf of many.
—Mark 1}:24, I\;W.

Jesus was not merely flesh,
not some bloodless incarnation
or materialization. He came to
ransom human children of
blood and flesh, and so it is
written: “Since the ‘young
children’ are sharers of blood
and flesh, he also similarly
partook of the same things.”
(Heb. 2:14, NW) Hence in
setting up this evening meal
that his disciples were to cel-
ebrate in remembrance of him
Jesus called attention to the

art his blood was to perform.

e took the cup, full of what
he said was the “product of the
vine,” and “offercd thanks and
gave it to them, and they all
drank out of it.” At that time
he said to them: ‘““This means
my ‘blood of the covenant’
which is to be poured out in
behalf of many for forgiveness
of sins.” (Matt, 26: 28, NW)
Thus Jesus remarked on the
special use that his blood was
to serve, namely, the putting in-
to force of a new covenant with
the forgiveness of the sins of
many disciples. So he gave his
blood and flesh for them. W
1/15 20

Wednesday, March 13

If, now, I am declaring the
good news, it is no rcason for
me to boast, for necessity is
laid upon me. Really, woe is
me if I did not declare the
good news!—1 Cor.9: 16, NW.

A fixed rule of training for
the theocratic contestants is
that God’s Word must be
preached. Why wait until the
dictator, the concentration
camp or the prison bars of the
Devil  surround you? The
prophets of old did not put off
preaching until  tomorrow.
Jeremiah said that the word of
God was like a fire burning
within his bones and he could
not keep it in; he had to get it
out—to preach! Jesus, who
started this race for us, was
anointed to preach. Qur main
job, like his, should be the
ministry. Fail to preach now
and the wicked ones’ loss of
life will be charged up against
you. Preach now and you will
not be responsible for their
death. Once we enter, we can-
not be absent at training time.
And training time i3 now, not
tomorrow. Inactivity means
death. We must be active now
if we would live tomorrow.
W 4/15 21, 22



Thursday, March 14

[Keep] an eye, not in personal
interest upon just your own
matters, but also in personal
interest wupon those of the

others.—Phil. 2: }, N

When one enters fellowship
of a congregation of God’s
people he must answer for any
failures to bear wisely any
congregational interests. The
servants have the duty to
reprimand any who step out of
line. Otherwise, if no reproofs
were made, the entire congre-
gation would become contam-
inated. The servants must be
righteous and discharge their
duties with justice and mercy.
By your consistent course of
right doing demonstrate to the
new ones how it is advisable to
lower their degree of individual
self-interests, that they may
have time to embrace the
highly desirable congregational
interests. Show how necessary
it is to balance properly our
own interests with the divine
interests that must be brought
into the picture as well as the
interests of the congregation.
Show them why it is that,
when there ig a disfellowship-
ing, it is for the congregational
good and for maintaining its
record of cleanness with God.
W 7/15 18, 19b

Friday, March 15

This is what I continue pray-
ing, that your love may abound
yet more and more with ac-
curate knowledge and full
discernment, thalt you may
make sure of the more impor-
tant things, so that you may be
flawless and not be stumbling
others up to the day of Christ.
—Phil. 1:9, 10, NW,

Jesus said that his disciples
would be outstandingly distin-
guished by the quality of love.
But that love must be properly
directed to be acceptable.
Christian love must be guided
by accurate knowledge and

discernment of God's will, and
our attention should be cen-
tered on the more important
things. The first object of our
love is Jehovah, and we must
love our neighbor as ourselves.
But we may not love the old
world. True love, we are told,
“does not rejoice over unright-
eousness, but rejoices with the
truth.” Thus, accurate knowl-
edge enables us to direct our
love toward Jehovah and the
ones he approves and the
things he loves, and it helps us
to avoid the snare of sentimen-
tally showering affection on the
world that is in opposition to
God. W 5/1 15

Saturday, March 16

Let a rotten saying not proceed
out of your mouth, but what-
ever saying is good for build-
ing up as the need maoy be,
that 1t may impart what is
favorable to the hearers. Lct
all malicious bitterness and
anger . . . and screaming and
abusive speech be taken away
from you.—Eph, }: 29,
31, NW,

Some parents feel that with
all the delinquency and corrup-
tion in the public school sys-
tem, it might be better not to
send their children to the
public schools. However, when
a child receives proper theo-
cratic parental training during
the formative years by admoni-
tion, such as the above, in the
home, by regular meceting at-
tendance and by sharing in the
ministry school and door-to-
door witnessing, he will be able
to withstand all the fiery
missiles of the Devil in school
aud anywhere else. While in
school, he can shun athletic
activities in which contem-
poraries often resort to unfair
tactics and use foul language.
Avoiding close contact with
such ones takes away the
temptation to follow a like
course and adopt similar
practices. W 5/15 7



Sunday, March 17

I Jehovah your God am a God
not tolcratingr rivalry.—Eax.
20:5, NW, mar.

In these days too many per-
sons want praise rather than
to give praise. In requiring
praise they become rivals of
God. The Devil told Eve: ‘If
you eat of this tree of knowl-
edge of good and evil you will
be like God.” This idea is still
instilled in man, and man
wants to be worshiped, even
though he is nothing—just
dust of the ground, clay formed
into a beautiful creature by
the Sovereign Ruler of the uni-
verse and given life by that
Creator, But the living crea-
ture does not want to praise
his Creator. He becomes proud
and sclf-important; and it is
not long until he begins to
tell God wherein He is wrong,
as do Christendom’s clergy.
However, Jehovah will not tol-
erate rivalry. His kingdom
will endure forever. All man-
kind who refuse to get in line
with true worship will be de-
stroyed, there being no place
in his universe for rebels. Yes,
Jehovah “is a God exacting
exclusive devotion.”—Deut. 6:
15, NW. W 1/1 19,21

Monday, March 18

Please say you are my sister,
in order that it may go well
with me on your account, and
my soul will be certain to live
duc to you.—Gen, 12: 13, NW.

In those days before God
made his law covenant with
Abraham’s descendants through
the mediator Moses, women
were expendable. Remember
how Lot offered to let the
howling mob of Sodomites have
his two espoused daughters for
their lust in order to protect
the lives of the two men whom
he had as guests in his house.
Remember how later the old
man of Gibeah offered his vir-
gin daughter and his guest’s

concubine to a like mob of
Benjaminites in order to pro-
tect the religious Levite whom
he was entertaining. So Abra-
ham represented Sarah as his
sister to prevent violent con-
troversy over hig wife. Sarah
recognized Abraham as her
lord and agreed to the arrange-
ment, willing to take the conse-
guences of it. She was willing
to do her part to preserve the
life of Jehovah’s prophet, with
whom Ie had made a cove-
nant. Abraham looked upon
this as an cxpression of her
loving-kindness to him, and
Sarah viewed it in the same
way. W 2/1 14

Tuesday, March 19

Thou shalt speak all these
words unto them; but they
will not hearken to thee: thou
shalt also call unto them; but

they will not answer thee.

—Jer, 7:27, AS

Although the “prophets, who
spoke in the name of Jehovah,”
were not well received, they
did not quit. What could be
more trying than to know that,
before one spoke, the people
would not listen? Jeremiah had
to contend with that. What
would you do if you were faced
with a like situation? Know-
ing before you even began
gpeaking that your efforts
would be fruitless, would you
give up? Would you quit Je-
hovah’s full-time service be-
cause you felt your labors
were in vain? Or would you
cling to that treasure and ful-
fill your commission as Jere-
miah did? The Bible indicates
that this was more or less the
situation faced by all the
prophets who were sent to the
nation of Israel. (Jer. T7:25,
26, AT) The prophets had the
proper evaluation of the treas-
ure of godly service full time,
and so clung to it in spite of
such discouraging circumstane-
es. The peoples’ attitude did
not alter their set of values.
W 3/15 16



Wednesday, March 20

With every form of prayer and
supplication you carry on
prayer on every occasion in
spirit. And to that end kecep
awake with all constancy.
—Eph. 6:18, NW.

Prayer provides our means
of access to and communication
with God through Christ, eur
Commander in the spiritual
war. We must petition God for
his spirit to give us strength
and guidance in every time of
necd. We can be assured he
will hear our prayer if it is
in accord with his will; where-
as he refuses to listen to the
prayers for selfish interests
regularly offered by the fight-
ers of the old-world system. As
to keeping “awake with all
constancy,” this is certainly
necessary for a soldier, but
especially for Christians today
in this timme of urgency. As
Christ foreknew, his coming
has been unobserved by the
world, even though it is an-
nounced publicly by Jehovah’s
witnesses. ‘The world sleeps on,
not arouscd by the rejoicing
over the sign of his presence.
But the night is well along,
the day has drawn near, and
this is the time for action!
W 6/15 14, 15

Thursday, March 21

And he gave some ... teachers,
with & view to the training of
the holy onecs for ministerial
work.—Eph. 4: 11, 12, NW.

Each congregation conducts
a theocratic ministry school for
the training of all to improve
their ministry. The local con-
gregations have also the in-
terests of preaching the good
news of the established King-
dom, To this end the congre-
gation is organized for field-
preaching service, having re-
ceived an appointed teriitory

in which to preach to the pub-
lic from house to house, which
preaching is done in an order-
ly way. All co-operate toward
carrying out this preaching
service as a united congrega-
tion. The local congregation is
an object of attention and a
spectacle to those on the out-
side. It is in connection with
this congregational interest
that they delight to proclaim
the excellencies of Jehovah’s
name. For this reason the con-
gregation has a jealous interest
to keep itself morally and spir-
itually elean beyond reproach
to bear the name of the living
God g ghovah properly. W 7/15

1]

Friday, March 22

The Jerusalem today .. . is in

slavery with her children. But

the Jerusalem above is jfree,

and she is 5our6mother.—Gal.
b t]

The earthly Jerusalem of
which Paul wrote was a city
organization. The free Jerusa-
lem above is also an organiza-
tion. The enslaved earthly Je-
rusalem also used to be called
Zion, from the name of one of
its hills. In God’s Word the
Jerusalem above is also called
Zion, Heavenly Zion will never
be destroyed, for God has
sworn that his loving-kindness
to her will never depart, nor
will his covenant of peace be
removed, His heavenly wife,
the Jerusalem above, is the
heavenly, invisible organiza-
tion throughout the universe,
his universal organization. He
is the Maker of his wife, and
g0 his universal organization
is composed of all his heavenly
creatures in it. They are sub-
ject to him, their Creator, and
they are united to him as an
organization in a holy union
that will never end. Likewise
human wives are united to
their husbands and arc to be
in subjection to them. W 9/1 4



Saturday, March 23

Swear by Jehovah ., . . that
you 1will not take a wife for
my son from the daughters of
the Canaanites . . but you
will go to my country and to
my relatives.—Gen.
:8, 4 NW.

Abraham thus instructed his
oldest servant because his
brother’s family were believers
in Jehovah. There was a sensi-
ble, faithful reason for this:
to safeguard the faith of Isaac
by marrying him to a fellow
believer. “Bad  associations
spoil useful habits.” The inti-
mate married life of a believer
with an unbeliever could lead
to spoiling the believer’s faith
in God and thus bring about
his everlasting destruction at
the hands of the God to whom
he was unfaithful. e could
be influenced to this by his
marriage partner, just as Adam
was by Eve. The ones starting
this sad result and laying the
foundation for it would be the
contractors for the marriage.
God foresaw this possibility,
no, rather, this likelihood. So
before settlmg the Israelites in
Canaanland he forbade their
intermarrying, as a law, not
ng}st as a piece of advice. W

Sunday, March 24

Who really is the faithful and
discrect slave whom his master
appointed over his domestics
to give them their food at the
proper time?—2Mati.
Rh: 45, N

As God's ministers we must
arrange to keep abreast with
the communications coming
through His theocratic organ-
ization. For this service God,
the Great Interpreter of proph-
ecy, uses his holy spirit to un-
lock sacred secrets and to com-
municate these to his ministers.
Since 1918 God has appointed
the faithful and discreet slave
class over his domestics to

give them their food at the
proper time. As we know, the
Watchtower magazine is used
to bring us, who are God's
domestics, the current spirit-
ual communications necessary
for our further spiritual up-
building. For this reason it is
highly advantageous to set
aside a certain time each week
for private study and research
work in connection with the
Watch Tower publications. If
we should unwisely put off this
personal study, we are in effect
closing our ears to messages
that are vital for our present
Qplntzal good health. W 3/1

23, 2

Monday, March 25

Not by bread alone does man
live but by every expression of
Jehovah's mouth does man live.
—Deut, 8:3, .

Ancient contestants followed
a striet diet. The theocratic
contestant must eat only at
Jehovah's table. Meeting at-
tendance must be regular. To
be prepared one must eat Je-
hovah’s food at the proper
time. He must fix his atten-
tion on what is said in God’s
Word. Participation in the
study meetings is necessary
to digest the food thoroughly.
\\ ithout it one will not become
s‘rong for the contest, and
one needs solid, not liquid, food.
You need to eat the meat on
the theocratic table, Eat else-
where or nowbere, and you
have no power. The time may
come when you will not haye
The Watchtower available. The
Bible may be your only weap-
on. Unless you have fed abun-
dantly on The Watchtower you
may not be able to wield the
sword of the spirit, and there-
fore you will not be able to
win the contest. You may not
be able to wield it because you
failed to store up spiritual
strength in your mind by study-
111{1);; The Watchtower. W 4/15



Tuesday, March 26

There is no fear in love, but
perfect love throws fear out-
side, because fear exerciscs a
restraint—1 John 4: 18, NW.

To keep us approvable by
him God also gave us his spir-
it, which is one of power, love
and soundness of mind. (2 Tim.
1:7, NW) And through his
Word God has revealed himself
as the personification of true
love; he has shown us how
love, not sclfishness, is the rul-
ing principle in his organiza-
tion. If we have the love of
God we shall love our brothers.
Love binds us to God and his
organization in an unbreakable
attachment, making us scrve
others because we have their
cternal welfare at heart. If we
love God we will observe his
commandments, and they are
not burdensome, for they are
for our good, and their observ-
ance brings us many blessings
now and eternal life in the
end. (1 John 5: 3) By regular-
ly announcing Jehovah's king-
dom we show we have God’s
spirit of power, love and sound-
ness of mind and that we have
thus far conquered the fear of
man and of the Devil and that
we delight to keep integrity.
W 8/15 12a

Wednesday, March 27

I recollect the faith which is
in yow without any hypocrisy,
and which dwelt first in your
grendmother Lois and  your
mother Bunice.—2 Tim.
’

The youthful mind can be
strong and can demoustrate
this by resisting the attrac-
tions of the world whether in
school or out of school. We
have observed many youthful
theocratic ministers undergo-
ing persceution without ever
a thought of wavering. Timo-
thy’s later course of steadfast
preaching certainly confirms

Paul’s opinion in this regard.
We can also notice that the
genuine strength of faith was
conditioned by the good foun-
dation of Timothy's earlicr in-
struction. Similar Christian
education now is the responsi-
bility of the parents and then
the same strong manifestation
of faith may be expected from
the children. When the founda-
tion therefor is well laid, the
mental attitude of the child
will, of his own choice, be
aimed at and directed on what
has been foremost in the mind
of his theocratic parents, name-
ly, the full-time ministry. W
5/15 8

Thursday, March 28

When youw come together, one
has « psalm, another has a
teaching, . you can all
prophesy one by one, that all
may learn and all be encour-
aged.—1 Cor. 14:26, 31, NW.

What are some of the var-
ious congregational interests
today that are the same as
those in the days of the apos-
tles? A chief interest of these
congregations is to assemble
for joint worship of the living
God Jehovah through Jesus
Christ. Each week meetings
are held where congregational
prayers are offered and songs
of praise to the living God are
sung. Another interest of the
congregation is to take in life-
giving knowledge of Jchovah
and Christ. At their weekly
meetings a uniform spiritual
feeding program is maintained
to keep all the congregations
advancing together world-wide
in the course of Christian ma-
turity., Their unitedly feeding
together on God’s Word en-
ables the holy spirit to serve
as an organizational force to
stimulate the minds of all pres-
ent. For individual Christians
to receive guidance of the holy
spirit they must come together
congregationally, W 7/15 8-10b



Friday, March 29

Jesus took a loaf and, efter
saying o blessing, he broke it
and, giving it to the disciples,
he said: “Take, eat. This
means my body.”—DMatt.
26:26, NW.

His body? Yes; his own
body, his whole body, head and
all, that he was to give for
them. Jesus meant his own
body, the body with which he
next_associates his blood when
speaking of the cup. Ior thirty-
threce and a half years that
body had held the blood that
was to be poured out on the
torture stake at Calvary. The
life of that fleshly body was
its blood, Since that body was
to be given for his disciples,
he did not take it back at his
resurrection from the dead, but
God prepared another i)ody
for him, not on earth but in
heaven, a spiritual body. In
his natural, earthly body Je-
sus bore the reproaches of op-
posers, and in spite of it all
he kept integrity toward God
untarnished, ITe gave up his
existence in the flesh for his
disciples. “Even Christ suffered
for you, leaving you a model
for you to follow his steps
closely.” Thus he opened up
the way for them to go to
heaven. W 1/15 18, 19

Saturday, March 30

If you want to be complete, go
scll your beloryings and give
to the poor and you will have
treasure in heaven, and come

be my follower.~—Matt.

19:21, NV

Jesus’ words regarding lov-
ing God with our whole heart,
soul, mind and strength and
about completeness of dedica-
tion contain the thought of in-
tegrity. And what a beautiful
quality it is! In Jehovah it is
comparable to a great moun-
tain, immovable, dependable,
unchangeable, In human in-
tegrity-keepers of past time it

may be likened to a firm
boulder on a rockbound coast,
against which the waves of an
angry sea may dash but which
stands unmoved, firmly rooted
in its own sure place. Those
who have integrity arc like
vessels of utility gracing the
rich table of a mnoble house.
In such a setting a simple
pitcher of water can serve a
good purpose when whole or
unbroken; but if the pitcher
leaks it is as useless as a per-
son of marred integrity. So
“be a vessel for an honorable
purpose, useful to his
owner, prepared for every good
work.”—2 Mim. 2:21, N

W 8/156, 7

Sunday, March 31

Be blameless and innocent,
children of God without a
blemish in among a crooked
and twisted generation, amon
whom you are shining as il-
luminators.—Phal.
s .

Jehovah has provided an
organization on earth that is
being trained to aeccept in-
creased congregational inter-
ests and he docs not deal with
individuals apart from it. As
God’s kingdom increascs its
influence on earth, more and
more community interests will
come to the New World so-
ciety, until after Armageddon
all such on earth will come
into its hands. As in the days
of Noah and of Moses, God is
dealing with a congregational
socicty of people. It is as a
vast unified flock that we are
being led by the Right Shep-
herd. We hear his voice, accept
his leadership and come into
his foldlike organization. So
adjust your own affairs, reduce
your unnecessary personal in-
terests, take on a balunced pro-
gram of divine and congrega-
tional interests that will lead
you on the way to life, and
become yoked in the harness
with Jesus Christ.—Matt, 11:
29, 30. W 7/15 20b



Monday, April 1

Drink out of it, all of you:
for this means my “blood of
the covenant” which is to be
poured cut in behalf of many
for forgwencss of sins.—Matt.
26:27, 28, NW.

Jesus was not likening his
blood to that of the passover
lamb even though it typified
Jesus and its blood, sprinkled
on the doorposts and lintels
of the Israelites’ houses, caused
the firstborn inside to be
spared. It was not the blood
of the passover lamb that put
into foree the law covenant
that the prophet Moses medi-
ated. 1t was not the blood of
the passover lamb that was
sprinkled upon the law book
of the covenant and upon the
people, Moses then saying:
“Here is the blood of the cove-
nant that Jehovah has con-
cluded with you as respeets
all these words,” No, it was
the blood of different animals;
and because Jesus was poml-
ing forward to the making of
a new covenant between Jeho-
vah and his disciples, he quoted
Moses’ words, the ‘“bloed of
the covenant,” and applied
these words to his own blood.
Young bulls and goats provided
the blood on that occasion. W
1/15 21,22

Tuesday, April 2

Choose for wyourselves today
whom you will serve, . .. But
as for me and my houschold,
we shall serve Jehovah.—Josh.
4o 15, 1

That is the way Jchovak’s
witnesses think, At some time
in their lives they were a part
of the old world. But they no
longer are going to scrve the
gods cast of the Euphrates
River, that is, the gods of
Babylon, or the gods of Egypt.
Instead, Jehovah’s witnesses
have heeded the words: “Get
out of her, my people, if you

Jdo not want to share with her
in her sins, and if you do not
want to receive part of her
plagues.” They have come out
willingly and will not abandon
Jehovah so as to serve other
gods. Soon the Devil and his
whole demonic organization
will be abyssed because of not
giving exclusive devotion to Je-
hovah. If we want to live, not
die, we must give Jchovah ex-
clusive devotion. We must will-
ingly choose to dedicate our
life to Jehovah’s service and
follow his commandments. By
following the commandments
of God we prove that we love
God. We show obedience to the
will of God. W 1/1 1-3a

Wednesday, April 3

Such men are false apostles,
deccitful workers, . . . And no
wonder, for Satan himself
keeps transforming himself in-
to an angel of light. It is
therefore nothing great if his
ministers also keep transform-
ing themselves into ministers
of mqhteous-ne.ss —32 Cor,
1 3-15, NW.

While spiritualists claim to
go to the Bible, this is all as
a bait, as a disguise, to calm
the conscience and to entice
one into spiritualism as some-
thing Seriptural, having God’s
approval and being thoroughly
Christian. It follows the tac-
tics_of the false apostles. The
hidden aim is to get you to be-
lieve less and less in the Bible
and to rely more and more on
your experiences with ohserved
phenomena of spiritualism, to
get you to perverting the Bible
and believing just the opposite
of what it teaches, ycs, to
destroy your faith in the Bible.
This is illustrated by what a
prominent DBritish spiritualist
once wrote regarding belief in
the inspiration of the Bible,
namely, that it has “been one
of the greatest hindrances to
the pmgrese of humanity.” W
2/15 13, 1



Thursday, April 4

In erery place incense shall
be offered unto my name, and
a pure offering: for my name
shall be great among the Gen-
tiles—Mal. 1:11, 48.

True Christian witnesses will
not act contemptuously toward
Jehovah's table. They make it
their first concern to take the
choice words of the Bible and
offer them as the fruits of their
lips. They use the words that
are sound and enlightening ond
productive of spiritual health,
Even though the majority are
not conscious of their spiritual
need, there is a minority of
many thousands who are. As
these turn to the Bible truth
served up by us they will be
spiritually nourished and satis-
fied. So we must be sure that
we have studied to gain the
right answers, the forceful
words and clean explanations
that will magnify Jehovah and
his Word and purposes. They
must not be vague and sickly
and weak, but so powerful that
they overwhelm and crowd out
of our listener’s mind the false
words implanted there. The
necessary words are in the
Bible; we must get them out
for use as a sacrifice of praise.
W 10/15 6

Friday, April 5

One thing have I asked of Je-
hovah, that will I seck after:
that I may dwell in the house
of Jehovah all the days of my
life, to bchold the beauty of
Jehovah, and to mqmre in his
temple.—Ps. 27

Nothing brought glcater joy
to David than serving the in-
terests of his God. The words
above clearly reveal where his
heart was. He had no desire to
be anywhere else than in Je-
hovah’s service. He sincerely
yearned for Jehovah's praises
to be sung among the nations
and for the Creator’s marvel-
ous works to be proclaimed far

and wide. This desire was
beautifully expressed in the
thanks he gave Jehovah at the
time the ark was brought to
Jerusalem and placed in the
tent he had prepared for it
alongside his palace. ITere was
the heartfelt expression of one
who was fully devoted to God’s
service and who looked upon it
as the most precious of all
treasures. David opened his
cxpression of thanks by say-
ing: “Thank Jchovah, call
upon his name, make his deeds
known among the pcoples!
bmg to him, make melody to
him.’ ——1 Chron 16:8, 9, NW.
W 3/15

Saturday, April 6

If anyone wants to come after
me, let him disown himself.
—Luke 9:23, NW.

These words of Jesus show
that true followers of his should
dedicate themselves to do Je-
hovah’s will even as he did.
One who disowns himself dis-
owns his personal possession of
himself or his choice of a life
career and sceks to learn what
is God’s will for him and then
to deport himself accordingly.
He ceases doing his own will
and, instead, always diligently
seeks to learn and do God's
will. If, then, your disowning
of your personal choice of a
course or way of life in order
that God's will may Dbe done
by you brings ridicule, re-
proach and all manner of hard-
ships and persecutions, and
even torture, still that, accord-
ing to God’s Word, is only
one’s reasonable service to
God; and that is all that he
requires. It is true that dedi-
cution places a heavy load of
responsibility upon one. And
faithfulness in carrying that
load is mandatory! Dut if we
claim to be Christians we must
assume that burden or elsec we
shall be playing the hypocrite.
w7/113, 14



Sunday, April 7

The weapons of our warfare

are not fleshly, but powerful

by God for overturning strong-

ly entrenched things.—2 Cor.
' 4 NW.

A very important piece of
equipment for the spiritual
warfare is the ‘“sword of the
gpirit, that is, God’s word.”
This is essential for both de-
fensive and offensive actions.
What good is a soldier without
his weapon? or how long will
he last in battle if he does
not kuow how to use it? In
like manner, for a minister of
the gospel to have a Bible
without being able to use it
effectively and to find scrip-
tures is to render himself help-
less in spiritual warfare. Ac-
cept the sword of the spirit,
Paul says. He commended the
Beroeans for their diligent con-
sideration of the Secriptures
and their acceptance of what
was proved. We should do as
they did. It is by this Word
that God reveals his purpose
and his will for mankind and
his requirements for life. With
this sword of the spirit we are
armed for the attack and made
mighty through God for the
pulling down of strongly en-
trenched things. W 6/15 13

Monday, April 8

Who among the gods is like

you, O Jehovah? W;;(o s l’tl»c

you, provi yourself mighty

in holmeasé’ The One to be

feared with songs of praise,

the One doing marvels—Ex.
15:11, NW.

When we consider the infi-
nite Creator, Jehovah, we are
amazed at his holiness, his per-
fection. The exactness of his
justice, the depth of his wis-
dom, his long-suffering and
obliging love and his irresistible
power cause the understanding
creature of flesh and blood to
stand in wonder at the revela-
tion of those attributes of his

Creator, even as did Moses.
God created man in his own
image, with perfect freedom to
exercise his own attributes of
justice, wisdom, love and power
asg occasion requned yet wise-
ly guided in their right use
by the statement of God’s law.
That divine law was given not
to restrict us in_the proper
exercise of our liberties but
mercly to guard us against
improper use of these powers,
so as not to injure others or
ourselves. Appreciating these
facts truly we will want to
fear Jehovah Wlth songs of
praise. W 8/15

Tuesday, April 9

As they continued eating, he
took a loaf, said a blessing,
broke it and gave it to them
and said: “Take it, this means
my body.”—Mark 1/, P22, NW.

In itself the one unleavened
loaf symbolizes not the sym-
bolic body of Christ but the
human body that he sacrificed.
The act of eating that loaf in
common participation is what
indicates that all the caters are
one body. By their participa-
tion in Jesus’ flesh and blood
they have all been declared
righteous by God, to serve as
a steppingstone toward their
being sacrificed with Christ
and then begotten by God to
become his spiritual children.
Then as his spiritual children
with a hope of heavenly life
God anointed them with his
spirit, to make them members
of Christ’s body. By this he
brought them into the cove-
nant for the heavenly king-
dom. These are the facts that
they symbolize by partaking of
the loaf and wine cup. Their
joint participation in the
Lord’s evening meal marks
them as exclusive, as one sanc-
tified body under Jesus Christ
the Head. Their sanctification
thiy must maintain, W 1/15

a
£



Wednesday, April 10

I set the 5attem for you, that
just as I did to you, you shoulti
do also.—John 13 : 15, N

Today’s youth is tomorrow’s
manhood. Therefore the quality
and maturity of tomorrow’s
manhood are dependent upon
the training that is given youth
today. One of youth’s training
centers is the home, with
Christian parents as the teach-
ers. Mature teachers in the
Christian home will use as the
leading textbook God's Word
the Bible, and this will furnish
the proper background for
youth in preparation for a
proper place in the New World
society. The child’s mind be-
comes what it is fed. Since the
mind directs or influences the
person, 1mmed1ately we sense
how important is a proper
mental diet. There is also the
indirect way, vitally impor-
tant, and that is by example.
Even a ten-year-old youth pat-
terns himself after parents,
teachers and other influences
to which he may be subjected.
As noted above, Jesus taught
his disciples by example. Par-
ents must also be good exam-
ples at all times as regards
preaching and Christian con-
duct. W 6/15 1, 2

Thursday, April 11

Do your wutmost to present

yourself approved to Qod, «

workman with nothing to be

ashamed of, handling the word

of the truth aright—2 Tim.
2:15, NW,

When keeping up with the
progressivencss of true religion
by means of studying Z7he
Watchitower better, we should
at the same time seek to build
an ever-brightening objective
picture of the new world. Je-
hovah’s witnesses are truly a
kople with a brilliant vision.

eep striving to get this vision
ever more vivid. As God's new-

ly revealed purposes advance
to clarity they must be placed
in proper relationship to pur-
poses already understood. By
fitting every new Waichtower
point of information into an
over-all picture of purpose, we
shall experience ability to
preach more effectively. The
clearer we have in mind the
major pattern that is develop-
ing as to God's great kingdom
government, the more clearly
we shall be able to represent
that government., And in ad-
dition to personal study we
must also study with others,
as the holy spirit acts as an
organizational helper to the

congregational whole, W 3/1
25, 26a

Friday, April 12
What fellowship does light

have with darkness? ... And

what  agreement does God’s

temple h(we wzth idols#—2 Cor.
6:1416, NW.

You celebrators of the Lord’s
evening meal cannot drink the
cup and partake of the table of
Jehovah and at the same time
partake of the cup and the table
of the demons. By trying to di-
vide up your worship and your
service between Jehovah and
the demons, you are acting out
a lie if then you attend and
partake at the Lord’s evening
meal. By that you pretend to
have fellowship with the God
of light, but you are not actual-
ly doing so at all. You are
fooling yourself, acting hypo-
critically, walking in the dark-
ness and lying. You are incit-
ing Jehovah to jealousy, for
he is a God exacting exclusive
devotion. He will not accopt
a divided love. Such inciting
of Him leads to serious conse-
quences for “we are not strong-
er than he is.” So we have
no measure of strength able
to withstand and overpower
the destruction that he brings
upon us for mcxtmg him to
jealousy. W 1/15 38



Saturday, April 13

Do not become unevenly yoked

with unbelijvers.——? Cor.

H

The disastrous history of the
Israelites shows the accuracy
of the warning and the justice
of God’s law forbidding their
marrying pagans. So be theo-
cratie, loyal to Jehovah God,
in picking a marriage partner
for yourself or for your child
or friend. Keep clear of re-
sponsibility for spiritual ship-
wreck. Do not lay hands hasti-
ly, untheocratically, on a mar-
riage mate for anyone: ‘“nei-
ther be a sharer in the sins of
others ; preserve yourself pure.”
Whether a marrying agent of
the New World society will
solemnize the marriage of such
an unequally yoked pair is left
to his own couscience. If he
does decide to perform the
ceremony he is but acting as
an agent of the state govern-
ment and he does at least have
an opportunity to point out to
the worldly or undedicated per-
son the responsibilities of mar-
riage to a Christian and to en-
courage that person to become
one of Jehovah’s witnesses like
his partner. W 9/15 9

Sunday, April 14

Memorial Date
After 6 p.m,, S.T.

The cup of blessing which we
bless, is it not @ sharing in the
blood of the Christ? 1'he loaf
which we break, is it not a
sharing in the body of the
Christ?—1 Cor, 10:16, NW.

The Christians in the new
covenant who drink of the
wine cup and eat of the loaf
of unleavened bread show by
this action that they are par-
taking of the human sacrifice
of Christ, its blood and its
flesh. They are thus picturing
how they are drinking the cup
of Jchovah, being sharers with
the altar. They are picturing

how they are partaking of
the benefit of forgiveness of
sins_and of salvation through
Christ’s blood-and-flesh sacri-
fice, and sharing these things
with all the spiritual Israelites
who are in the new covenant.
But that is not all. These are
also sharing with Jebovah God,
and primarily with him, Their
partaking of the one great
sacrifice to Jehovah, Christ's
sacrifice once for all, means to
have communion with Jehovah,
yes, a partnership with him,
just as they have in the mat-

ter of divine enlightenment.
—1 John 1:3, 6, 7. W 1/15
35, 36

Monday, April 15

Gn account of him I have talk-

en the loss of all things and

I consider them as a lot of
refuse—Phil. 3:8, NW.

There is a treasure of far
greater value than even the
DBritish erown jewels, the most
dazzling collection of gems in
the world. Since it does not
possess its value because of
rarity, it is available to all
who want it. That treasurc of
unequaled value is the full
time service of Jehovah, Since
it brings eternal life to the
one who reaches out for it and
holds it, what is a precious
stone or a whole roomful of
such stones in comparison with
it? Little wonder is it, then,
that Paul considered such
things as refuse, in comparison
with the knowledge and service
of God! This, of course, is a
set of values entirely in reverse
of that possessed by the world.
That is why the decision to
reach out for the treasure of
full-time service is a grave one
that requires careful consider-
ation. A person must know
what he is doing. He must
have an understanding of the
Kingdom ministry, and must
already be engaged in that
ministry to the extent that his
time permits. W 3/15 1, 2a



Tuesday, April 16

Bven from cverlasting to ever-

lasting, thouzart God.—Ps.

1

Did God ever nced a wife
or a living organization in holy
union with him? No! Was it
good for him to be alone?
Yes. Everything that gave him
pleasure and happiness was in
himself ; he felt no need of any
kind, and his being entirely
alone never hurt him or filled
him with lonesomeness. Nor
did he need a wife to help him
produce children. Full creative
power was all in himself. No
wife demanded offspring by
him or obliged him to give her
offspring. Why, then, after be-
ing alone from eternity did he
begin to create? Because he is
love. He saw the way to ex-
press his love and let creatures
enjoy his love. And so, not
induced by anything outside,
but being moved by his own
perfect love, he himself willed
to create. His heavenly crea-
tures now know this fact, for
they say to him: “You are
worthy, Jehovah, even our
God, to reccive the glory and
the honor and the power, be-
cause you created all things,
and because of your will they
existed.”—Rev. 4:11, NW. W
9/16

Wednesday, April 17

Go thereforc and make disci-
ples of people of all the na-
tions, baptizing them . . . ,
teaching them to observe all
the things I hare commanded
you.—1att., 28:19, 20, NW.

Was it not the resurrected
Jesus who said the foregoing?
Therefore he who wants to live
and gain God's favor must be
humble before Iim and recog-
nize Christ's redemptive provi-
sion and at the same time car-
ry out His commandments.
That is why Pecter quoted
Moses’ words: “Jehovah God
will produce for you from
among your brothers a prophet

like me. You must listen to
him according to all the things
he speaks to you.” (Acts 3:
22, W) Listen, then; for
these commands are not too
much for any creature. There
may be things that a person
does not understand, things
that just now are not entirely
clear. But the light shines more
and more until the perfect day.
The more one studies God’s
Word and lives by his com-
mandments, the more one sees
how reasonable it is; and life
eternal is within one’s grasp.
God’s Word is more than com-
mon sense. It is wisdom from
on high. Follow it. W 1/1 5, 6a

Thursday, April 18

The world is passing away and
so is ils desire, but he that
does the will of God remains
forever—1 John 2:17, NW.

Jesus impressed on his fol-
lowers the value of gaining the
Kingdom. To attain it would
be worth all cost. He empha-
sized the need of self-sacrifice,
hard work and endurance to
attain the goal of faith, the
salvation of our souls. He
stressed that to follow him
continually meant for ome to
be free from worldly ties and
obligations. Food, clothing and
shelter were made incidentals.
The principal thing was the
Kingdom ; in comparison to it
all other things faded into
nothingness. What better rea-
son could be given than the
above words of the apostle
John as to why to abandon
this world and dedicate one-
self to the kingdom of God?
And if it took absolute faith
in Jehovah aud Jesus Christ
to kcep pace with the growing
Christian church of the first
century, does it require less
today? No. There are no sepa-
rate rules of conduct or of
ministry for Christians of any
century. The% must all follow
the same xemplar, Jesus
Christ. W 6/1 9, 11



Friday, April 19

Let ministerial servants be
husbands of one wife.—1 Tim.
- 12, )

For his followers Jesus
Christ put marriage back
where God had started it in
the garden of Eden. God gave
the perfect man Adam one
wife, making him monogamous.
The Christian that is declared
righteous in God’s sight may
have no more than one living
wife. In the congregation the
overseers, who are spiritually
older men, and the ministerial
servants may be husbands of
one wife only. They are the
men to he followed as examples
of the flock, and so all other
married persons in the flock
may have only one living mar-
riage mate. Christians must
stick to their marriage mates
in faithfulness, in love, so re-
maining in it associated with
God. This does not permit a
man to have sex relations with
any other woman. He should
be satisfied with and draw de-
light from sexual relations
with only his wife, as written
at Proverbs 5:15-20 (AT).
Committing adultery makes
the guilty one subject to dis-
fellowshiping from the New
World society. W 10/11, 2

Saturday, April 20

Hold a good conscience, so that
in the particular in which you
are spoken against they may
get ashamed who are spcakina
slightingly of your good con-
duct.—1 Pet. 3:16, NW.

Integrity enters into every
feature of our life. Loyalty and
obedience are required of ns
in all things. Obedicnce often
has been a hard lesson for
former children of disobedience
to learn. How important, then,
to have a good conscience and
to follow the leading of God’s
spirit and not the inclination
of the flesh! Remember, keep-

ing integrity never was easy;
and the Devil and his hordes
will make it even harder, be-
cause he has but a short time.
Our work is to announce God’s
kingdom under Christ and to
liberate people of good will
from Satan’s snare and his
wicked spirits, even as we our-
selves have been made free
by the truth. Only in this way
can God-fearing persons keep
integrity, By faithfulness, by
keeping integrity, we place in
God's hand the auswer to Sa-
tan’s malicions challenge that
proves Satan to be a false
accuser.—Prov. 27: 11, W §/15
14-16a

Sunday, April 21

Through him let us always
offer to God a sacrifice of
praise, that is, the fruit of
lips which make public decla-
ration to his name.—Heb,
13:15, NW.

If we are to get in our pos-
session acceptable fruits and
unblemished bullocks of the
lips we must take teaching
from Jehovah. Take it through
Bible reading. Take it by sys-
tematic study. Take it at con-
gregational meetings. Especial-
ly there does Jehovah spread
a spiritual meal on his table.
Come and get it! Go to the
table, go to the Kingdom Hall !
By your attending meetings
and commenting you can keep
testing whether you are in the
faith. If your comments go
astray others more mature ean
bring yon back to the right
thought. Besides, how else can
we as a congregation meet the
divine requirement that all
speak in agreement, unless we
come together? And unless we
do all these things we shall
not be doing our utmost to
present ourselves approved to
God. We shall not be able to
offer him a suitable sacrifice
(if %aise of lips, W 10/15

H



Monday, April 22

The time left is reduced. Hence-

forth let those who have wives

be as though they had none.
—1 Cor. 7:29, NW,

There is now no procreation
mandate laid upon Christians.
Otherwise, no Christian should
remain single and childless. So
no Christian obligation exists
now to have children. To_keep
as free as possible for direct
Kingdom service some Chris-
tian couples may choose to re-
main childless, thereby avoid-
ing parental obligations and
keeping unburdened. If there
were now in force a procrea-
tion mandate, all married mem-
bers of the New World society
would choose to have children
immediately, and not delay it
till after Armageddon, if possi-
ble. Although under the origi-
nal procreation mandate from
God, Adam and Eve did not
have any children while they
were in the garden of Eden.
It was not for their failing to
conceive children at once that
they were driven out. No mar-
ried couple should be ecriticized
for failing to have children
now before Armageddon. This
is in keeping with the princi-
ple Paul enunciated at 1 Co-
rinthians 7:29, W 10/1 4

Tuesday, April 23

Was not also Rahab the harlot
declared righteous by works,
after she had received the mes-
sengers hospitably and sent
them out by another way?
—Jas. 2:25, NW.

Rahab took the two Israelite
spies into her house, because
she feared their God Jehovah.
When the king of Jericho sent
men and demanded that she
bring out the two spies, should
she have handed them over to
suffer the fate of spies? Would
that have been trusting in their
God to protect them? Would
that have pleased Jehovah and

shown she had faith in him
and had adopted his cause?
Did it not require strength of
faith in Jehovah to refuse the
king’s demand and to turn his
officers away with a misdirec-
tion? Remember that there
was war then. The enemies
did not deserve to learn the
truth to the hurt or endanger-
ment of Jehovah’s servants. In
wartime it is proper to misdi-
rect the wolfish enemy, God’s
Word commends her action as
the practical proof of her
faith. So the lives of Rahab
and her relatives were spared
when Jericho’s walls fell and
its other inhabitants were
wiped out. W 2/1 18, 19

Wednesday, April 24

Walk worthily . . ., putting up
with one another in love, ear-
nestly endeavoring to observe
the oneness of the spirit in the
uniting bond of peace.—KEph.
: 1-8, .

Jehovah’s witnesses, as mem-
bers of his New World society,
are determined to maintain
their earth-wide oneness, so ap-
parent at their international as-
semblies in recent years. Up till
now their oneness has proved
to be unbreakable, in spite of
all the persecutions that have
been heaped upon them, in
spite of all the political differ-
ences that have divided Catho-
lies, Protestants and Jews. The
spirit of Satan’s world has di-
vided Christendom against it-
self. But the one loving spirit
of Jehovah God has kept Je-
hovab’s witnesses oue through-
out the earth. They are now
active in 160 lands. But no
matter in which land they live,
no matter of what color they
are, of what nationality, of
what langua"e, they stick to-
gether. Their oneness is a tried
and tested fact of today. That
oneness will carry over into
God’s new world so near at

hand. W 4/1 87, 38



Thursday, April 25

I have treasured up the words
of his mouth more than my
nccesésary food.—Job
’

To be properlv nourished
from Jehovah’s table we must
go about it in a systematic
way. To enJov physical health
regular eating habits and prop-
er mastication of food are es-

sential. Is not the same true of
oux spiritual diet? Each day
we should set aside time for
study; if possible, at a time
when our mind is alert. Then
when we set aside time, we
should hold to it. Qur spiritual
health depends on it. If we
are cating dinner when a friend
comes in we probably invite
him to join wus. Well, then,
when we¢ are stud%ing The
Watchtower or our Bible and
a friend comes in and asks,
“What are you doing?" do we
say, “Oh, nothing,” and set it
aside? Why not rather invite
him to join us? For the sake
of our spiritual health we may
not treat lightly our habits of
spiritual feeding, but must take
them even more seriously than
the cating of physical food.
We should have the apprecia-
tion of God’s words that Job
had. W 5/1 4a

Friday, April 26

Blessed be Jehovah my rock,
who te(lllchcth ﬁmy hands hto
war, and my fingers to 1.
—Ps. 14}: 01 AS. o

Jehovah teaches us to war
and to fight through study,
association and service. Ilach
plays an essential part in our
training. Study includes both
intense and constant personal
study and also sharing actively
in congregational studies, all
a part of the training program
to prepare us for the fray.
From association we draw en-
couragement and confidence
and are assured of the whole-
hearted support of our broth-

ers. No one has a chance in a
fight if he stands alone; so
association is vital. Then in
the service we have the oppor-
tunity to test our equipment,
strengthen our knowledge and
get accustomed to using the
sword of the spirit. Use these
provisions of Jehovah to the
full and, after you have done
everythmg in your power, God
will supply what is needed for
victory. For “we have this
treasure in earthen vessels,
that the power beyond what is
normal may be God's and not
that out of ourselves.”—2 Cor.
4:711, NW. W 6/15 16

Saturday, April 27

Let integrity and uprightness
preserve me, for I umt for
thee—Ps. 25: 21,

Without integrity 1t is im-
possible to win God’s judg-
ment of approval. To become
an integrity-keeping witness of
Jebovah one must repent of
one’s former wrong course, ex-
ercise faith in the ransom sac-
rifice of Christ and then dedi-
cate oneself to Jehovah for
exclusively and eternally serv-
ing him. This means walking
according to the new world, a
very happy way. And having
made this vow of dedication
onc must now fulfill it, for
God has no pleasure in cove-
nant-breaking fools. Never may
we let the requirements of
this obligation fade from our
minds. Whatever sphere of ac-
tivity we undertake, whatever
commitments we might make,
whatever ambitions we might
seck to gratify, Jehovah's right-
ful claim, yes, his prior claim,
to our exclusive devotion we
must take into consideration.
Accordingly, his prior claim
upon us must limit or nullify
other undertakings, Keeping
integrity in his sight, accord-
ing to the way he judges us
as his exclusively devoted ones,
must be foremost in our lives.
W 8/15 10



Sunday, April 28

God .. . has indeed adequately
qualified us to be ministers.
—2 Cor. 8: 5, 6, NW.

Like Jehovah’s ancient wit-
nesses, Ezekiel, Jeremiah and
Isaiah, we today are under
heavy responsibility before the
Most High God. “We are
therefore ambassadors substi-
tuting for Christ, as though
>0d were making entreaty
through us.” As true Chris-
tians substituting for Christ
we follow the course and ex-
ample he set. He was a witness
for Jehovah, but not a self-
appointed one. His message
was Jehovah’s message. e
did not speak of his own initia-
tive. So likewise has it becn
with Jehovah’s witnesses in
this twentieth century. They
have not appointed themselves
to be God’s witnesses. Jeho-
vah has made the appoint-
ment. They did not so much
as choose their name, “Jeho-
vah’s witnesses.” God did. To
start with they were but “a
child,” untrained and inex-
perienced, yet b{ applying
themselves to a diligent study
of his Word and with his holy
spirit and his blessing upon
their efforts they have become
adequately qualified for their
divine assignment. W 8/1 21

Monday, April 29

I am_the First and the Last,
and the living one.—Rcv.

) 18,

The first one whom the Al-
mighty God created thus speaks
for himself, identifying him-
self to us, so that there is no
mystery. He is the one who
was once down here on earth
nineteen hundred years ago
and who is now known as Je-
sus Christ. “The First and the
Last,” and “the beginning of
the creation by God”? (Rev.
3:14, NW) Yes. He was the
“First” whom the alone God

Jehovah created by himself,
unaided. He was also the
“Last” whom Jehovah God
created by or through no one
else. In this way he was the
beginning of God's creation,
not the beginner of God’s crea-
tion. This first creature of God
became a man and died as a
human sacrifice and was raised
from the dead and returned to
heaven. So he was also the first
to be raised by God’s direct,
unaided power and he is the
last to be thus raised, for God
now uses him to resurrect all
the others dead in the graves.
He wus thus the beginning of
a “new creation” of God.
—2 Cor. 5: 17, NW. W 9/1 7

Tuesday, April 30

In case ¢ man should take a
new wife, . . . Ile should con-
tinue erempt at his house for
one year and he must gladden
his wife whom he has tahen.
~—Decut. 24:5, NW.

God created the sexes par-
ticularly for the peopling of
the earth by bringing forth
children. His law to Isracl pro-
vided that a wife should have
from her husband her suste-
nance, her clothing and her
marriage due undiminished.
This means she has the right
to have children if she wants
them. This was shown by God’s
law of brother-in-law marriage,
A man was also entitled to
have children by his wife. If
he was simply cngaged to mar-
ry a girl he could not be draft-
ed till after the engagement
was over and he was fully
married. Even then he could
not be drafted until he had
lived a year with her as a mar-
ried man and had the oppor-
tunity to have a child by his
wife and see and enjoy it.
Hey claim on the man pre-
ceded that of the army, for her
sake and for the sake of the
famnily name. He must give her
the marriage due. She must
give him his due. W 10/1 3



Wednesday, May 1

Speak ye every man the truth
with his neighbor.—Zech. 8:
El

If there is anything wrong
we cannot cover it over from
Jehovah. We dare not lie
against him. Ananias and his
wife tried to lic to God, but
the holy spirit in Peter sharp-
ened his perceptions to see
that Ananias was trying to lie
to God, and the spirit imme-
diately killed Amnanias and
later also Sapphira his wife
for the same rcason. Similarly,
at Jericho's fall Achan tried to
act out a lie and test the de-
tective power of God's spirit.
The deceptive work did not
escape Jehovah's notice and
Achan was exposed as the
greedy troublemaker of Israel,
and he and his household were
stoned to death in due punish-
ment, Later King Saul tried
to lie to God and to his spirit
in Samuel. Saul tried to give
a religious flavor to his keeping
the best of the plunder and
King Agag himself alive, but
Samuel exposed the rebellious,
presumptuous hypoerisy, say-
ing: “To obey is better than
a sacrifice, to pay attention
than the fat of rams.” Lying
to God never succeeds. W &/1
43, 44

Thursday, May 2

And now why are you delay-
ing? Rise, get baptized.—Acts
22:16, NW.

Some think that if they
symbolize their dedication to
God too great a responsibility
will be put on them. But do
such persong really love Jeho-
vah? Are they interested in
exclusive devotion to him, or
do they want to keep one foot
in the old world and one in the
new? When God sets out a
course of action for us, then
certainly that course of action
must be followed by everyone
that wants to live eternally in

God’s new world. No individ-
ual decides whether baptism is
right or wrong. A person ded-
icating himself to Jehovah and
wanting life in the new world
must know it is compulsory to
be baptized. The one who pri-
vately thinks it to be a silly
formalism puts himself in the
position of criticizing the Crea-
tor. Has the one created a
right to criticize or find fault
with what the Sovereign Ruler
demands of any one of his
creatures? When  Jehovah
shows water baptism is a sym-
bol of our dedication, then
that is what every Christian
should want to do. W 1/1 4a

Friday, May 3

For men will be . . . having a

form of godly devotion but

proving false to its power; and

from these turn eway.—2 Tim.
3:2, 6 NW.

Today many find it hard to
deal with these critical times
because they do not obey the
injunction: *Whatever virtue
there is and whatever praise-
worthy thing there is, eontinue
considering these things.” Vir-
tue is truly appreciated by but
a minoority, even as foretold
at 2 Timothy 3:1-b. 'That
prophecy describes men lacking
in virtue, from whom we must
turn. It shows contrast and
controversy between that which
is virtuous and that which is
not. If there were not such
things as the eclements that
constitute virtue, this scripture
would have no force. Virtue
does exist, however, The very
fact that there are vital issucs
and controversies between
righteousness and unrighteous-
ness is proof that such good
qualities of virtue do exist. Con-
sistently, God’s Word reveals
wrongdolng in contrast with
God and his righteousness. To
preserve Christian virtue we
must turn away from all lack-
ing in virtue, W 11/1 2, 3



Saturday, May 4

The Dllessing of Jehovah, it

maketh rich—Prov. 10:

s

Every one of us desires
God’s blessing, for everything
depends upon it. However, it
is never given for the accom-
Bhshment of a selfish purpose,

ut only to do his will. To be
enriched by his_blessing we
must always be diligent in his
service, putting forth real
effort at all times, and having
great patience and determina-
tion for the work at hand to
see it is done, following
through with assigned tasks.
The blessing of Jehovah is
obtained by doing those things
he commands, by really pleas-
ing him. Certainly we must
not act on our own initiative,
even as Jesus did not. He was
a faithful steward and carried
his responsibility and so gained
a full reward. He is our per-
fect example. On the other
hand we may not evade respon-
gibility, make excuses to escape
blame. To obtain Jehoval’s
biessing we must have a self-
sacrificing spirit, not one of
gelf-indulgence, which leads
one to please himself rather
than God. It means having
honesty, purity, fidelity, loy-
alty and dependability,. W
11/15 10,11

Sunday, May 5

Thank Jehovah, call upon his
name, make his deeds known
among the peoples! Sing to
him, make melody to him, talk
of all his wonderful acts.
—1 Chron. 16:8, 9, NW.

With the coming of the
Greater David a new form of
full-time service was intro-
duced. It was the doing of the
very thing David spoke about in
the afore-mentioned words.
This was a new assignment for
God’s Son, who, thirty years
before his anointing as King,
had been born to Mary as a
perfect human. As the anoint-

ed King he proceeded to
launch this new way of serv-
ing God. In order that others
might know how this service
was to be rendered, Christ set
the example by going from
place to place preaching the
good news of the Kingdom and
the wonderful acts of God.
Here was an educational work
that was unparalleled. It was
a work of gathering together
persons who would be worthy
of the gift of eternal life.
Christ devoted his full time
to this assignment and carried
it to completion, as he had
done with every other assign-
ment his Father had given
him. Truly he set the right
example for us, W 3/15 20, 21

Monday, May 6

Now the works of the flesh are
manifest, and they are fo1 nica-

tion—Gal. 5: 9, NW.

During the espousal or be-
trothal period if the engaged
boy and girl had sexual rela-
tions with each other, this
would be illegal relationship,
because the marriage had not
yet been legalized and the
couple pronounced man and
wife with full marriage priv-
ileges. It does not matter if
they do confine the sex act to
just themselves; it is still
moral unecleanness, fornication.
It is a taking of license to do
something without getting a
legal license. It is incontinence
or lack of self-control over the
sexual appetite. It is a loosen-
ing of conduct by the engaged
pair, hence a work of the flesh
that wars against the spirit.
If parents permit this or even
countenance it and arrange for
it, they are delinguent, failing
of their theocratic duty. There
is good reason here for dis-
fellowshiping the engaged ecou-
ple for committing fornication
with or without pregnancy
resulting, and also the parents
because of looking on fornica-
tion with sanction and ap-
proval. W 9/15 19



Tuesday, May 7
God had a deep sleep fall upon
the man and, while he was
sleeping, he took one of his ribs
and then closed up the flesh
over its place. And Jehovah
God proceeded to build the rib
that he had taken from the
man into @ woman and to
bring her to the man.—Gen.

2:81, 22, NW.

Thus God performed what
may be called the first opera-
tion of painless surgery. Adam
was overjoyed to receive his
wife at his heavenly Father's
hand, and he named her to
show she was a part of himself.
“Then the man said: ‘This is
at last bone of my bones and
flesh of my flesh. This one
will be called Woman [or,
ish.shah’], because from man
{or, ish] this one was taken.””
God had now divided the
feminine characteristics from
Adam and put them in this
woman and thus produced the
human sexes. In the fatherly
blessing that he now gave them
as a married couple he set
before them the work that he
authorized them to carry on
together, as noted at Genesis
1:28. Since human marriage
is thus seen to be a divine ar-
rangement we should view it
as holy. W 9/1 16

Wednesday, May 8

Do not be depriving each other
of 1it, except by mutual con-
sent jor an appointed time.
—1 Cor. 7:5, NW.

While Christian couples
might chose mnot to have
children for the sake of the
Kingdom service, this is not
saying that they should not
give each other the sexual due.
Nor is it saying that they
should make an agreement
beforchand to live a celibate
life after marriage, having no
sexual relations but merely en-
joying each other’s companion-
ship. No one should think that
he is thus raising marriage to
a spiritual level and keeping

it on an exalted, unfleshly
plane, and so belittling the
marriage of others who have
sexual relations. If a married
couple does not want to pay
marriage dues, then they
should not marry at all and
not subject the mate to dep-
rivation of what is natural
and craved naturally. By
celibacy they are not putting
marriage on a level higher and
holier than that of others.
They ecannot change God’s
honorable sexual arrangement.
Celibate marriages have there-
fore wpever fared well. W
10/1 5

Thursday, May 9

This is your loving-kindness
which you may exercise toward
me: At every place where we
shall come say of me, “Ie is

my brotlher.”—Gen. 20:

X s

Sinee God saw good to keep
Abraham in his covenant and
to protect Sarah undefiled for
her husband, may we see in
this line of strategy a picture?
Abraham is elsewhere used to
picture Jehovah and Sarah is
used to picture His heavenly
womanly organization that
produeces the promised Secd,
the Christ. So we may see in
Abraham’s conduct how, over
the centuries, Jehovah has
seemed to repudiate his organi-
zational wife or hide her wife-
ly relationship to him. Ide
withheld from her the prom-
ised Seced so long and he also
let those on earth who are her
spiritual children suffer at the
hands of men and devils, scem-
ingly without divine protec-
tion. All this has given the
enemy wrong impressions, and
they have felt free to try to
defile the representatives of
Jehovahb’s wifely organization.
DBut in fulfillment of his cove-
nant respecting Christ Jehovah
has protected them amid their
trying situation, delivering
tllécm in their integrity, W 2/1



Friday, May 10

As for me, thou upholdcst me

in mine integrity, and settest

me before thy face for ever.
—Ps. 41:12, AS.

Our first parents’ losing in-
tegrity furnished a basis for
Satan’s charge that all God’s
worshipers served him merely
for reward and that, when
tried, all would turn against
God. Ever since, Satan has
been the accuser of all true
worshipers of Jehovah, The
true God, having invited Sa-
tan’s challenge and accepted
it, has given Satan ample
time to prove his case. On this
test the loyal creatures can
be separated from the lawless,
and the wickedness of Satan
clearly revealed. Through dis-
play of his love, and at great
cost to himgelf, Jehovah pur-
posed to rescue some among
the sin-cursed descendants of
Adam who, appreciating the
issue involved, chose to keep
their integrity. Because of
God’s undeserved kindness such
integrity-keepers will eventual-
ly be judged approved. Dy
serving God, not for selﬁsi
gain, but out of love, we up-
hold his side of the issue, even
as Jesus did, of whom the
afore-mentioned words were
grophetically written. W 8/15

Saturday, May 11

The heart of the righteous
studieth to answer.—FProv.
15:28.

If our word sacrifices are
not the good ones available
from the Bible, if we are too
lazy mentally to ferret out the
best ones, then the spiritual
food we set on Jehovah's table
will not be adequate and will
seem contcmptible to others,
unable to offset their opposing
belicfs. Only by previous study
can we answer effectively. And
we have to dig into the Bible
for these truths as a miner

digs for precious metals. (Prov.
2:1-7) Jehovah has laid up
sound wisdom for us_in the
Dible; if we seek it diligently
he promises that we shall find
it. We should therefore read
the Bible regularly. Israel’s
king had to write his own
copy of the law and “read in
it all the days of his life.”
In thosc days copics of the
Iloly Scriptures were scarce
and few persons had individ-
ual copies, so public readings
were commanded. Today we
are more fortunate. Anyone
thirsting can easily drink the
waters of life by having and
reading a Bible of his own. W
10/15 7-9

Sunday, May 12

Whatever things are irue,
whatcver things are of serious
concern, whatever things are
righteous, whatcver things are
chaste, . . . whatever virtue
there is and whatever praise-
worthy thing therc is, continue
considering tiigese things.—Phil.
R .

Jehovah is a God of love,
justice, wisdom and power. Ile
is the God of integrity, de-
pendable, loyal, honcst and
moral. In fact, the words we
use to express men’s noble
thoughts and their understand-
ing and appreciation of these
good and high qualities are in-
adequate to deseribe fully the
righteousness of Jehovah. Not
only do these high qualities
exist, but the fact that they
are possible of attainment by
men is a wonderful assurance
to those who love righteous-
ness. The Almighty has always
been seeing to it that his wor-
ship is preserved in the earth.
The preservation of Jehovah’s
worship has meant the preser-
vation of human life upon the
earth. It has also meant the
preservation upon earth of vir-
tue, so that in our day it is
possible for us to ‘consider
these things.” W 11/1 6



Monday, May 13

The wife docs not exercise

authority over her own body,

but her husband does; like-

wise, also, the husband does

not excrcise quthority over his

own body, but his wieve does.
—1 Cor. 7: 4, NW,

Having intercourse is not a
degrading of married life, but
is following an honorable,
rightful course. There is no
proper marriage for so-called
“Platonic friendship” just be-
cause the end of the world is
so near. If an engaged couple
think natural conncctions are
carnal, then why wed at all?
Why have one of the opposite
sex so close to onc all the
time, in the most intimate
privacy? If it is not good or
spiritually upbuilding to touch
a woman, why live so intimate
with her even in celibate mar-
riage? Be natural, be normal,
do not be falsely idealistic. Do
not be like some Irish Catholic
girls who get married but re-
fuse to give their husbands
their dues because they want
to imitate Jesus’ mother Mary
and remain “ever virgin.” The
apostle Peter instructed them
never to handle their married
life that way, but to recognize
their husband as their “lord.”
W 10/1 6

Tuesday, May 14

Children are a heritage of Je-
hovah; and the fruit of the
woinb is his reward. As arrous
in the hand of a mighty man,
so are the children of youth.
Happy is the man that hath
his quiver full of them: they
shall not be put to shame,
when they speck with their
enemies—Ps. 127 : 8-5, AS.

The tenderness of parents
toward their children is a basic
principle in human nature.
Children from their birth are
wholly unable to provide for
the least of their needs. But

the paternal and maternal love
of the parents supplies for
this weakness. This parental
interest and care of the young
is one of the most powerful
laws in nature. This field of
interest requires the parents
to supply protection, food,
clothing, education and disci-
pline and to use coercive means
for the child’s good when the
situation so requires. Particu-
larly mothers, 'in discharging
this field of interest wisely in
the way of goodness, are heavi-
ly occupied and find it almost
a full-time undertaking. But it
also yields blessings and joys.
W 7/15 12a

Wednesday, May 15

Indeed, a man's enemies will
be persons of his own house-
hold. He that has greater affec-
tion for father or mother than
for me is not worthy of me;
and he that has greater affec-
tion for son or daughter than
for me is not worthy of me.
—DMatt. 10: 36, 387, NW.

Thesc are days of real fight-
ing for us, as Satan brings
woes like a flood over the peo-
ple and wars against those
who ‘“observe the command-
ments of God and have the
work of bearing witness to
Jesus.” Satan has a line of
attack to break our faith and
integrity. A Christian may find
himself under constant attack
in his own home, It is very
difficult to stand up under the
test of constant family opposi-
tion and ridicule. To overcome
this we need the large shield
of faith, which is strengthened
by the truth, and to carry on
prayer on every occasion in
spirit. We must keep seeking
the Kingdom interests first. If
we give in to family pressure
and forsake our worship of Je-
hovah, we shall lose the battle
and shall be cut off from vital
association with the brothers.
W 6/15 11-13a



Thursday, May 16

Look! I am sending you forth

as sheep amidst wolves; there-

fore prove yourselves cautious

as serpents and yet innoceni

as doves. Be on your guard

against men.—Matt. 10: 16,
17, NW.

In view of the Scriptural
examples of Rahab, David and
others Jesus was in harmony
with the spirit of Jehovah in
thus instructing his apostles
when he sent them out as
sheep among wolves. Since the
unchristian wolves declare war
upon the sheep and choose to
make themselves fighters actu-
ally against God, it is proper
for the inoffensive sheep to
use war strategy toward the
wolves in the interests of God’s
work. No one against whom
this strategy is used is un-
righteously hurt because of it,
whereas the sheep or those in-
terests that deserve to be pro-
tected are safeguarded. God
does not oblige us to show the
stupidity of sheep and play
into the hands of our fighting
enemy. We should meet the
seed of the Serpent with the
cautiousness of serpents. Fore-
seeing danger, we should cover
ourselves against the wolves
that prey upon Jehovah’s flock.
W 2/137

Friday, May 17

This is right and acceptable
in the sight of our Savior, God,
whose will ig that all kinds of
men should be saved and come
to an accurete knowledge of
truth.—1 Tim. 2:8, 4, NW,

If it is our desire to be well
pleasing to Jehovah, then we
must avail ourselves of every
opportunity to grow in an ac-
curate knowledge of his Word.
In the early Christian congre-
gation he provided apostles,
prophets and missionaries to
train the brothers for ministe-
rial work, building them up in
accurate knowledge so they

would be equipped for the as-
signment. Now, too, he has
considered the needs of his
servants and supplied them
with the sustenance of truth
and an_organization to help
equip them for their assign-
ment as ministers. “Be filled
with the accurate knowledge
of his will . . . in order to
walk worthily of Jehovah to
the end of fully pleasing him,”
(Col. 1:9, 10, NW) To fully
please Jehovah thus we must
apply ourselves to a careful
study of his Word. As we con-
template each study assignment
we should consider how we
can do it well. W 5/1 16

Saturday, May 18

Depart ye, go ye out from
thence, touch no unclean thing »
go ye out of the midst of her;
cleanse yourselves, ye that bear
the wvessels ofIJehovah.—Isa.
b

‘We are peaceful, wanting
only to be exclusively devoted
to Jehovah’s kingdom work.
We know our position on earth
is to represent God and him
alone. Worldly governments do
not want their constituents to
be neutral as far as this world
is concerned. However, when
one gives exclusive devotion to
Jehovah he will not mix in
this world’s politics, religions
or commerce. While in the
world we are not part of it,
nor can we live according to
its moral code, wherein it
winks at adultery and forni-
cation and thinks it smart to
be drunk. Forgetting and for-
saking fine counsel that Jcho-
vah has set forth in his Word,
more and more persous have
become delinquent. Also, more
worriced are each nation’s lead-
ers  concerning delinquency.
Now any violation of God's
‘Word shows disrespect for the
Sovereign Ruler and his en-
throned Christ. It is not giving
}71in§ exclusive devotion, W 1/1

a
’



Sunday, May 19

You do not belong to your-
selves, for you were bought
with a price. By all means,
glorijy God.—1 Cor.
6:19, 20, NW.

The increased pace now of
the New World socicty allows
no place for indecision. The
more and the longer we hesi-
tate, that much more distance
must be regained if we are to
keep up with the New World
socicty. It means that greater
effort and determination muast
be put forth, because the on-
ward march of the New World
society is unrelenting, pressing
forward to the perfect day. 1t
takes faith, courage and de¢-
termination to keep pace with
it ; especially now, since more
and more of our time is de-
manded. There are pioncer,
missionary and Bethel service
calls to answer. More atten-
tion is to be devoted to the
house-to-house ministry, to the
training of new Kingdom pub-
lishers, to the making of back-
calls and the conducting of
Dible studies with people of
good will., All this demands
our time and our vital force.
But since these are dedicated,
ihey rightly belong to Jehovah,
“Pay back . . . God's things
to God.”—DMatt. 22:21, NW.
W 6/114

Monday, May 20

God gave us not a spirit of
cowardice, but that of power
and of love and of soundncss
of mind.—2 Tim. 1:7, NW,

Because of what dedication
requires of one some hesitate
to step forward and say to
God: “Here I am! Send me.”
And is it because you fear you
might fail to meet the require-
ments? You may know of per-
sons who made a dedication
and then failed to live up to
it. But could it be you merely
think of such examples to
justify postponing your dedi-

cation? By nature you may
be weak, always fearful of
failing. By nature you may be
a coward. But if you ever hope
to live in God’s new world
you must strip off this spirit
of fear and cowardice, for
God's Word shows the destiny
of cowards is second death.
(Rev, 21:8) If you exercise
faith and dedicate yourself to
Jehovah, then he will put his
spirit of courage upon you.
Instead, then, of looking at
wrong examples, set by the
halfhearted and by cowards, is
it not much better to fix at-
tention on the long line of
faithful conquerors held before
us in the Bible? Truly it is.
W 7/1 14, 15

Tuesday, May 21
Remember now thy Creator in
the days of thy youth, . . .
Fear (fod, and kecep his com-
mandments.—Hecl, 12: 1, 13.

Faithful children want to
gerve Jehovah IJovingly and
loyally. They also want to fol-
low in the same way that their
devoted parents took by mak-
ing a dedication vow and sym-
bolizing it by water immersioi.
Of course, if they do not know
what they are doing, then they
are not ready to take this vital
step. The exact age as to when
dedication is fitting cannot be
stated. If a child has sufficient
knowledge of Jehovah and his
righteous purposes and adheres
faithfully to the upright princi-
ples set down in his Word, if
the child has reached the age
of accountability and desires
to make a dedication to Jeho-
vah, it is in order for him to
do so and it is then proper also
to take the step of baptism by
water, This essential and di-
rect step toward life is neces-
sary to gain the approval of
Jehovah God. Takiug it, the
young minister will not be
found in the way of the un-
righteous, but will be heeding
the wise counsel of King Solo-
mon. W 5/15 15



Wednesday, May 22

The head of cvery man is the

Christ; in turn, the head of

a woman is the man; in turn,

the head of the Christ is God.
—1 Cor, 11:3, NW.

Let the wife acknowledge
her husband as her marriage
head, even as the Christian
congregation recognizes Jesus
as its head. Besides this ex-
ample the Christian wife has
the still loftier example of the
subjection and obedience of
the universal organization of
God toward the Lord Jehovah.
It is interesting for a wife to
note that among the factors
listed as contributing to, the
rising divorce rate in Britain
is “the new position of women
as equals rather than inferiors
in marriage partnerships.” It
is only to be expected that the
ignoring of God’s all-wise ar-
rangement for human marriage
would lead to trouble and the
wrecking of more and more
marriages. The purpose of all
the advice of God’'s Word to
married couples is, not only
to guide them in making their
life together more enjoyable
and helpful toward gaining
eternal life, but also to keep
them living together, to help
them avoid divorce. W 10/1 11

Thursday, May 23

A prudent man sceth the evil,
and hideth himself.—Prov.
22:8, AS.

It is proper to cover our
arrangements for the work
that God commands us to do.
If the wolfish foes draw wrong
conclusions from our maneu-
vers to outwit them, no harm
has been done to them by the
harmless sheep, innocent as
doves in their motives, The
action is not out of a liar’s
hatred. In Nazi Germany Je-
hovah’s witnesses repeatedly
outwitted the wolves by exer-
cising due caution in the face
of danger while they engaged

in a good, loving work accord-
ing to God's will and command.
And to this day the history of
Jehovah's witnesses is ever-
new with like cases. Such out-
witting of oppressors of the
sheep is not a failure to render
unto Caesar his things; it is
a courageous, sensible way of
rendering first “unto God the
things that are God’s.” If the
wolfish enemy drives Jehovah’s
people underground, as Saul
drove David into caves, then
their underground worship is
not a work of deceit and lies
because it is not done above
ground under greedy eyes of
the wolves. W 2/1 3840

Friday, May 24

Till I die I will not put away
mine integrity from me—Job
27:5, AS.

Satan’s challenge to Jeho-
vah’s sovercignty and man’s
failure to keep integrity did
not disturb the Creator in the
least. He at once decided to
have a capital organization of
144,001 integrity-kcepers. As
the new heavens of the new
world they will undo the works
of Satan and restore pcace on
earth to men of good will. To
select and test these integrity-
keepers has required a long
period of time, in which the
righteous and the wicked have
lived side by side, the latter re-
peatedly reproaching the name
of Jehovah by word and deed.
On God’s part this required
great patience and longsuffer-
ing; it required his refraining
from immediately destroying
the wicked. So also on the part
of the integrity-keeping haters
of evil, Jehovah’s witnesses;
these have remainced steadfast,
immovable in their devotion
to God. Aptly Job expressed
above the way they feel about
the issne. Will you be judged
a present-day maintainer of
soundness, a keeper of integ-
rity? W 8/15 9



Saturday, May 25

I do not want you to become

sharers with the demons, Or

“are we inciting Jehovah to

jealousy”? We are not strong-

er than he is, are wef—1 Cor.
0:20, 22, NW.

The choice, then, is between
Jehovah God and the demons.
No course of compromise, no
being lukewarm, no limping
upon two different opinions,
like crutches, can be aceept-
able. There must be a full,
undivided worship of the one
true God Jehovah or of the
false demon gods. If those
Christians in the new covenant
come together to cat the Lord’s
evening mecal, doing so in re-
membrance of hun, and they
then partake of the emblems,
the loaf and the cup of wine,
then they are declaring that
they are partaking of the table
of Jehovah and that they are
sharers with the altar of Je-
hovah. For this reason they
have to be all for him. They
cannot divide their worship
and service. They cannot also
participate in the sacrifices
that the nations of this world
(including Christendom) are
offering to their many idols.
This same rule also applies
to the “temporary residents.”
W 1/15 37

Sunday, May 26

Ye are my witnesses, saith Je-
hovah, and my servant whom I
have chosen.—Isa. 43: 10, AS.

Jehovah’s witnesses, of all
people, are the ones commis-
sioned by God to deliver his
special message of doom against
Gog of Magog and his allies.
And there are very good rea-
sons why God in these last
days passed over all others and
chose what at the time was a
small and obscure group of
people to speak in his name
and by his authority as his
witnesses. Whom else ean God
trust to speak for him? Cer-

tainly not the atheists who say
there is neither a Jehovah God
nor a Satan the Devil. He
cannot use the pagans who
have never heard of Him and
who prefer to serve a multi-
tude of falsc gods. Most cer-
tainly He will not use the self-
seeking, proud and haughty
world rulers who sneeringly
ask: “Who is Jehovah?’ Je-
hovah uses only those faithful
to him, men and women of
proved integrity, and for this
reason he refuses to use the
clergy of Christendom, since
for selfish reasons they com-
promise with and are friends of
God’s very enemies. W 8/1 la

Monday, May 2%

You husbands, continue dwell-
ing in like manner with them
according to knowledge, assign-
ing them honor as to a weaker
vessel, the feminine one, since
you are also heirs with them
of the undeserved favor of life,
in order for your prayers not
to be hindcred.—1 Pet.
3:7, NW.

The everlasting life of a
married person depends upon
his faithfulness to his marriage
contract. Jehovah, accompanied
by his Messenger of the cove-
nant, is now at his spiritual
temple and warns that he has
come near to judgment and
will be a swift witness against
adulterers. The apostle Deter
says that a Christian husband
should treat his wife under-
standingly and as a fellow run-
ner in the race for everlasting
life in the new world. A Chris-
tian will, therefore, not abuse
his wife either physically or
spiritually. 1f he does not help
his wife and children to gain
life in the new world, how
could he be expected to help
outsiders to do so? Jesus loves
his bride, who is to be his wife.
His married followers must
also love their wives, even as

Paul shows at Epheslans 5:
25, 33. W 10/1



Tuesday, May 28

Become imitators of me, even
as I am of Christ.—1 Cor.
’

Before the days of Christ
the treasure of full-time service
was limited to a few individ-
uals, but the Kingdom minis-
try changed that. It finally
made this treasure available to
people of all nations, so that
anyone might take hold of it.
When Jesus first offered it to
Peter and Andrew they did
not hesitate to accept it. As
he had promised, Christ in-
structed them and made them
fishers of men, They now con-
centrated their time and ener-
gics on the work of proclaim-
1ng the magnificent purposes

f God. The apostle Paul was
outstandmg in this regard. Ile
devoted all to the ministry, Al-
though he underwent many
severe trials, he never gave
the slightest thought to quit-
ting the full-time service. For
a person lacking the proper
evaluation of the treasure of
full-time service the things
Paul endured would have been
good reasons for %nttmg But
not so with Paul. He cherished
this treasure too greatly even
to cntertain such a thought.
——-223001' 11:24-27. W 38/15

,

Wednesday, May 29

I and the Father are one.
—dJohn 10: 30, NW.

After Jehovah brought his
Son, the Logos, into existence
the Father and his only-begot-
ten Son were together for an
unknown time, finding full
pleasure in each other’s com-
pany. Then God empowered his
Son and wsed him to bring
into existence all other crea-
tures. Well, then, was this first
creature God’s heaven]v wife
because God used him as his
agent or instrument in creat-
ing all other things? No! He
was God’s Son, and this in a

way shared by no other crea-
ture. He was God’s ‘“only-
begotten Son” in that he was
the first and only one to
whom God gave life directly,
through no channel, As a Son
and fellow worker he was one
with God, never acting con-
trary to God. Because of being
one with his heavenly Father
he was always subject to him
and never rebelled against his
Father’s will, Thus, from the
very beginning God's only-be-
gotten Son set the right exam-
ple for all other of God’s crea-
tures. We must likewise al-
ways be subject to Jehovah,
never acting contrary to him.
9/18

Thursday, May 30

Look! I am sending you forth
as lambs in among wolves.
—Luke 10: 3, NW.

As lambs among wolves we
have little power of our own
to protect ourselves against
being devoured. So in carrying
out our King’s instructions
for preaching in the field we
mll follow his counsel to be

“cautious as serpents and yet
innocent as doves” among
wolves. We will be true to
God’s purpose, proclaiming it
and working in harmony with
it. We will be true to his
Word, publishing it in its puri-
ty and preaching no falsehoods
in his name. We will be true
to his spirit, never putting it
to the test with false, hypocrit-
ical conduct within his organi-
zation but letting his spirit
move us to a truthful course
of conduct before all his sheep.
To them we will speak the
truth for their edification and
protection, mnever betraying
them to the fangs of the wolves.
As sheep among wolves we
will keep preaching under our
Shepherd’s care uuntil all wolves
arce destroyed and all his sheep
are safe upon the green pas-
tures and beside the still wa-
tergoof his new world. W 2/1

]



Friday, May 31

I am convinced that ncither
death nor life nor angels nor
governments mnor things here
nor things to come nor powers
nor height nor depth nor any
other creation will be able to
separate us from God’s love
that is in Christ Jesus our
Lord.—Rom. 8:38, 39, NW

We necd mental determina-
tion to have endurance. Our
heart must be in the race and
it must be strong, permanently
fixed, trusting in Jebovah. (Ps.
112:7) Wholeheartedly we
must be for completing the
contest. Yes, determine to
overcome all obstacles! 1f youn
do, it is more than half the
race. It is not just a matter
of strong legs. We cannot
merely walk from door to door,
but we must have strong minds
and in our sermons hit the
target with the Bible, Run
wisely ! Use knowledge of the
Bible and intelligence to win
the race. Build yourself up
and equip yourself with a
knowledge of God’s Word. Je-
sus said that ‘he that has
endured to the end is the one
that will be saved.” (Matt.
10:22, NW) Will you keep
enduring? If you do nct, you
will lose. Adopt Paul's words
quoted above. W }/15 3, 4a

Saturday, June 1

O Jehovah my God, thou art
rery ?rcat; thou art clothed
with honor and majesty: . . .
who stretchest out the heavens
like @ curtain; . . . who laid
the foundations of the carth,
that it should not be moved
for ever—Ps. 104: 1, 2, 5, AS.

Jehovah is the supreme Pro-
ducer of the universe. “By the
word of Jehovah were the
heavens made, and all the
host of them by the breath of
his mouth,” Can we doubt?
Like Abraham, you too now
scan the heavens; count the
stars if you can., Jehovah made

all the billions of them. Yes,
when one views the splendor
of the heavens it is as though
the Creator had drawn across
unmeasurable space a gigantic
curtain decked with brilliant
jewels. We cannot but be im-
pressed with the majesty, the
creative skill, the productive
ability of the One who is our
Maker. So vast is his creation
that it staggers the imagina-
tion to comprehend. Little won-
der that Jchovah inspired his
prophet Isaiah to write: “To
whom, then, would you liken
me, that I should be equal.”
What greater honor could there
be than to witness for such a
God? W 12/1 1-3

Sunday, June 2

Jehoval’s spirit is upon me,
because he anointed me to de-
clare good ncws to the poor.
—Luke 4:18, NW.

Thus Jesus said that Jeho-
vah was the source of the good
news and that Jchovah anoint-
ed Jesus with holy spirit to
preach this good news to poor
people, captive people, blind
people, meek, brokenhearted and
mourning people. In backing
up the preaching he did Jesus
constantly quoted from the
Bible, for it is the inspired
Word of God. In that book
we find in written form the
good news from Jehovah, the
God and Pather of Jesus. Had
Jesus turned farther back in
the book to Isaiah 43:10 he
would have read: “Ye arc my
witnesses, saith Jehovah”
(48) Jesus himseclf has told
us that he was and is the
“faithful and true witness” of
Jehoval, and it is only from
God himself that we today get
the traly good news. We get
it from him by going to his
Book, the Holy Dible. This is
the only Source-Book of good
news. As his true witnesscs
we must do as the Chief Wit-
ness, Jesus Christ, did: base
our message always on God's
Word, W 12/15 6



Monday, June 8

One that was ancient of days
did sit: thousands of thou-
sands ministered unto him.
—Dan. 7:9, 10, AS.

God used his only-begotten
Son in creating other creatures
in heaven, and so as time went
on a great host of angels were
created, all of them sons of
God because from him the pow-
er of life sprang. To all these
Ciod spoke by his only-begotten
Son, he thus becoming the
Word of God or God’s mouth-
piece to them, They became
God’s heavenly household and
God organized them all under
his only-begotten Son, that all
together they might do the
great Creator’s will, each one
doing his assigned part Thus
God made them an organiza-
tion, his heavenly universal
orgamzatlon, because it lives
and operates throughout the
universe. God married it to
himself, binding it to himself
in an unbreakable union as Lis
co-worker and helper. With
his faithful only-begotten Son
as the leading one in it, God
was sure that this organiza-
tional wife would be kept at
one with him in loving devo-
tion and submission. His heav-
cnly organization thus sets an
example for us. W 9/1 9

Tuesday, June 4

Let us make man in our image,
according to our likeness.
—QGen. 1:26, NW

By their claim of material-
ism and efforts to rule out Je-
hovah’s Creatorship and God-
ship materialistic Bible-haters
attempt to rule out virtue as
well. In order to deny God
they must deny high moral
values; or, in order to deny
high moral values they must
deny the existence of God.
Such denial is an impossibility.
Were man not created in God’s
likeness he would not find him-

self in a controversy involving
virtue. The very fact that he
does so find himself proves the
existence of a virtuous God;
otherwise virtues and the con-
troversy involving them would
never be. If man is the same
as the lower animals, why does
he have a vocabulary express-
ing thoughts of virtue, morali-
ty, integrity, faith, hope loyal-
ty, honesty and other qualities
of worship? The existence of
these qualities proves that God
exists and that materialistic-
minded men are wrong. We
must turn away from such men
without virtue, if we would
have God’s approval and gain
life, W 11/1 4,

Wednesday, June 5

Ten men shall take hold .
of the skirt of him that is @
Jew, saying, We will go with
you, for we hare heard that

God 18 with you.——Zech.

. s A

Those out of the many na-
tions seec today that God is
with us and they hasten to get
to know more about his ways
and escape his coming wrath
at Armageddon. We are in the
limelight so that those who
escape from the nations and
who are entreating God’s favor
will know where to go. To take
hold of the skirt means to ap-
peal for iunstruction and pro-
tection. Hearing their appeal
we must rush to their aid, for
there is a %eat urgeney today
in this gathering and instrue-
tion work. These inhabitants
of many eities move forward
with briskness, cager to obtain
knowledge of Jechovah’s way.
All of us should therefore now
take to heart the words “Let
us go speedily”; yes, go con-
tinually to entreat Jehovah’s
favor. This speedy work is for
our salvation and the salvation
of many more. It is a matter
of great moment, and delay is
dangerous. Are you doing your
part? W 11/15 9, 10a



Thursday, June 6

I wish all men were as I my-
self am. Nevertheless, each
one has his own gift from God,
onc in this way, another in
that way.—1 Cor. 7:7, NW.

Those who wish to enjoy the
gift of singleness plan and
make provision to enjoy their
singleness to the full, to get
the greatest benefit out of it.
This is not selfish. It is not
depriving someone else of the
opposite sex of a marriage due,
but it is enjoying that to which
they are entitled, while letting
married couples enjoy that to
which they are entitled. Pri-
marily it 1s done to the pleas-
ing and praise of God and in
the interest of his kingdom by
Christ. Such singleness is main-
tained in the interest of God's
cause, not by one’s being im-
prisoned in some monastery or
convent, but by preaching the
Kingdom tidings publicly and
from house to house, and it
wins God’s good plcasure and
gains commendation from those
who are dedicated to God. In
Scripture the four daughters
of Philip the missionary are
favorably mentioned as “vir-
gins, that prophesied.”—Acts
21:8, 9, NW. W 10/1 6, 9a

Friday, June 7

Let us consider how to stir up
one another to love and good
works, not necglecting to meet
together, as 1s the habit of
some.—Ilch, 10: 24, 25, RS,
By attending the public lec-
ture all will learn something,
And if the congregation were
not present, who would make
the public welcome and answer
their questions? The Watch-
tower study is vital. All should
study the lesson, attend, listen
and comment and show friend-
liness toward all. The theocrat-
ic ministry school trains the
congregation in what to say,
how to word it, and how to de-
liver it to others in ministerial

service. Systematic Bible read-
ing is a part of the course
of study. The service mceting
is another training session,
specializing in instruction in
house-to-house witnessing, de-
livering sermons at the door
and conducting Bible studies
inside the homes, No one deep-
ly concerned about offering un-
blemished fruits of lips will
miss the service meecting, nor
the congregation book study
held in private homes, where
it is easy to get acquainted,
comment, and assist onc an-
other to offer to God unblem-
ished sacrifices of praise. W
10/15 12

Saturday, June 8

But if the slave should insist-
ently say, “I really love my
master, my wife and my sons;

do not want to go out as one
set free,’ then .. . his master
must pierce his ear through
with an awl and he must be
his slave to time indefinite.

—EBz. 21:5, 6, NW.

One who has dedicated him-
gelf to Jehovah certainly is
like this Hebrew slave who is
willing to be a slave to time
indefinite. As members of the
New World society, this means
for eternity. This is the right
frame of mind for a Christian
to be in. Always he should see
himself in the slavelike posi-
tion, eager to serve the Master,
Jehovah, who has given him
life and all its blessings. No
one should ever want to be free
from Jehovah to go his own
way. Jehovah so loved ;he new
world that he sent his only-
begotten Son to this earth so
that those on earth who choose
to believe on him might have
everlasting life. He arranged
to purchase the human family.
Should we refuse to recognize
ourselves as slaves and come
under this purchase price and
choose to go our own way, it
%ould mean death, W 1/1 18,
20a



Sunday, June 9

My son, be wise, and make my
heart glad, that I may answcr
him that reproacheth me.
—Prov. 27:11.

To guide us in his right and
joyful way, for his own name’s
sake, God thus lovingly ad-
monishes us. We can prove
that Satan’s accusation is false
and that he is a liar only by
keeping integrity. Only then
can Jehovah judge us as wor-
thy of his approval. Will you
gladly offer yourself as proof
by remaining true to God?
Christ, our Exemplar, did;
and he makes it possible for
each one of us to do as he did.
He loved righteousness and
hated lawlessness; therefore
God anointed him with the oil
of gladness above his fellows.
For the joy that was set be-
fore him Jesus endured the tor-
ture stake, despised the shame
and has sat down at the right
hand of the throne of God. He
made his Father’s heart glad;
the Father made Jesus’ heart
glad also. We likewise can have
gladness by winning God’s ap-
proving judgment now through
keeping integrity., Without his
approval, however, there is no
gladness. W 8/15 11

Monday, June 10

She is frce to be married to
whom she wants, only in the
Lord.—1 Cor. 7:89, NW.

The aceepting of bride money
by an African Christian fa-
ther from a worldling in order
to marry a dedicated daughter
to him 1s untheocratic. It en-
dangers her eternal welfare,
thus to put her in subjection
to an undedicated worldling. It
disqualifics a brother at lcast
for certain special privileges
in the Christian congregation.
He may not be excommunicated
for this action, just as a par-
cut elsewhere who allows a

son or a daughter to marry
a worldling may not be dis-
fellowshiped nor even that one
that thus marrics outside the
truth. But such persons are
not good material for minis-
terial servants. Where sons or
daughters have refused to be
married off thus they have not
failed to honor their father
and mother, inasmuch as these
have not shown themselves to
be “in union with the Lord”
in making a marriage alliance
with the world. The resisting
sons and daughters are trying
to remain “in union with the
{g)rd,” which is right. W 9/15
23]

Tuesday, June 11

Yes, necarly all things are
cleansed with blood according
to the Law, and unlcss blood
is poured out no forgiveness
takes place—Ileb. 9: 22, NW,

Jehovah promised to do away
with the old law covenant and
provide a new covenant, by
means of which he would for-
give iniquity and remember
sins no more. For this to be
done legally required shed
blood, as Paul shows above.
So it was necessary for the
blood of Jesus as a perfect
human sacrifice to be poured
out in order to release us from
the condemnation of sins, a
thing which animal sacrifices
of the law covenant could not
do. Since the new covenant
promised God's forgiveness of
sing and since the wine in the
cup pictured Jesus’ clean, per-
fect lifeblood necessary to that
new covenant, Jesus rightly
said: ‘“This means my °‘blood
of the covenant’ which is to
be poured out in behalf of
many for forgiveness of sins.”
Only Christians who are taken
into the new covenant and who
thus become spiritual Israel-
ites are properly the ones en-
titled to drink of the cup of
the Lord’s evening meal. W
1/15 25, 26



Wednesday, June 12

Man must live, not on bread

alone, but on every utterance

coming forth through Jehovah's
mouth.—Matt. }: 4, NW.

It might be said that be-
tween the covers of our Bibles
we have the captured sayings
of the holy spirit. Truly, what
an amazing treasure we hold
in our hands when we take
up the Holy Scriptures! As a
practical suggestion for a per-
sonal Bible-reading program,
why not read each morning
from the Bible the entire chap-
ter surrounding the day’s text?
This will supply you imme-
diately with rich supporting
material for a stimulating
study of the morning’s text
and comments. Another sug-
gestion would be to set aside
a half hour a day for straight
Bible reading. Iither a half
hour before breakfast when
one’s mind is fresh or in the
evening before going to bed,
with the object, not just to
cover a given budget of pages,
but to absorb something of
lasting value from what is
read by sceking to retain one
or more basic principles or
points of divine counsel each
day. Memorize those points and
repeat them the next day.
W 8/1 16, 18, 19a

Thursday, June 138

Now I say to the single per-
sons [virgins] and the widows,
it is well for them that they
remain even as I am. But i}
they do not have self-control,
let them marry, for it is bet-
ter to marry than to be in-
flamed with passion.—1 Cor.
:8, 9, NW.

Married life has its joyous,
satisfying privileges and these
are a gift from God. Single-
ness, too, has its own peculiar
privileges and opportunities
and these are a gift from God.
Which gift do you want?

Those being almost consumed
with passion did not have the
cultivated gift of self-control
that Jesus mentioned. Because
of the prevalence of fornica-
tion it is better for those on
fire with passion and distract-
ed by its flames to give up
their singleness or their widow-
hood and safeguard themselves
against fornication by having
a legal marriage mate. 1n har-
mony with this Paul wrote the
younger widows in the congre-
gation to avoid following Sa-
tun, indulging in fornication
or a misuse of time and ener-
gy, by specializing on God’s
direct service as far as possi-
ble. W 10/1 10-12a

Friday, June 14

I am afraid that somchow, as
the serpent seduced Hve by its
craftiness, your minds might be
corrupted away from the sin-
cerity and the chastity that
are duc the Christ—2 Cor.
1

Though momentarily thrown
off balance becausc of temp-
tations to follow an unwise
course, the heart condition of
the well-entrenched, long-time
gervant of God is strong enough
to right him immediately to re-
sist such temptations., A strong
heart condition also keeps one
balanced against all storms of
opposition and assures one of
a proper, stcady course of
righteousness. Where Satan
succeeds in planting doubt and
wrong thinking in the minds
of weakhearted ones, he keeps
them deflected or off balance
for a period of time, which
results in serious spiritual sick-
ness. Such spiritnally sick ones
need the seiviees quickly of
the true physicians, Jechovah
and Christ, that they may be
returned to healthy spiritual
balance. Satan has cver sought
to steal the minds of men that
he might corrupt their hearts,
leading them to certain spirit-
ual death. W 3/1 16, 17



Saturday, June 15

Why, for that matter, I do in-
deed also consider all things to
be loss on account of the eax-
celling value of the knowledge
of Christ.—Phil. 3:8, NW.

No amount of hardship could
cause Paul to let go of his
treasure of full-tine service.
Neither did he permit the at-
traction of earthly possessious
to change hig set of values. He
u\nmdeled all that the world
offered in a material way as
loss when compared with the
ministry and its life-giving
truths. The things of this
world, upon which people set
their hearts, Paul considered
to be refuse in comparison with
the treasure of full-time serv-
ice. Does it not seem foolish
to place your heart upon a
great deal of refuse and to
make it your goal in life? Is
it not foclhardy to make that
your treasure? Since its evalu-
ation is completely changed by
our circumstances, is it not
wiser to set our heart upon a
treasure whose value never
changes? A treasure that can
mean eternal life? Now where
is your heart? Is it where Je-
sus’ heart is, in the glorious
treasure of full-time service?
W 3/15 23, 24

Sunday, June 16

Also in all the nations the good
news has to be 1)rcached first.
—Mark 13:10,

Jesus told us to pray for
God’s kingdom by Christ to ex-
tend its power to this earth to
break up the evil conditions
here. And, looking forward
with the vision of an inspired
prophet and foreseeing the
events of our generation since
1914, Jesus foretold the first
world war with its accompany-
ing woes. These are visible
earthly proof that God’s king-
dom has at last come into pow-
er and is ruling toward the

earth. Tlien Jesus foretold the
work of his followers at that
time, which is our time. Was
their work to be that of mul-
tiplying carth’s sorrows and
crimes by engaging in world
wars and in persecuting other
religious people? No! Pointing
ahead to a joyful, comforting
work for his followers he said
that the good news of the
Kingdom would be prcached in
all the inhabited earth for the
purpose of a witness. This wit-
ness to God's established king-
dom we must urgently give be-
fore this old system of things
ends completely in an Arma-
geddon fight, W 12/15 10

Monday, June 17

Let us cxult while in tribula-
tions, since . . . tribulation pro-
duces endurance endurance, in
turn, an approwd condition ;
the approved condition, in turn,
hope, and the hope does not
lcad to disappointment; be-
cause the love of Gfod has been
poured out into our learts.
—Rom. §:3-5,

The amazing thing is that
after all the struggle to up-
hold the truth and live accord-
ing to it, fighting off the at-
tacks of Satan, we do not be-
come weak and exhausted. All
these trials work to our good
to strengthen us spiritually,
for the spiritual warfare is up-
building, even as Paul shows
in the words above, However,
no one will receive the rewards
of his fighting unless he con-
tinues faithful to the end, fight-
ing the right fight and serving
the faith. The final reward we
look for is life itsclf, and noth-
ing can compare with that, as
it is the greatest reward of all.
Even though we lose our life
now as faithful witnesses, still
we have the prospect of life
in the new world through the
resurrection. So contend for
the vietory in the right contest
of faith. W 6/15 20a



Tuesday, June 18

Lift up your eyes on high, and
seef! g)ho created these? He
who brought forth their host
by number, and called them all
by name; through the great-
ness of his might, and the
strength of his power, not one
is missing.—Isa. 40:26, AT.

In the heavens we see a
work of perfection with order
and harmony, They reflect the
stately majesty of their Crea-
tor, We see no conflict, no
creative work getting out of
place, all moving on and on
according to the course set by
Jehovah, Men of science think
the universe is expanding. Dare
we sct limits to God's produc-
tive ability? “Behold, God is
great, and we know him not;
the number of his years is un-
searchable.” If we find his
creation awe-inspiring, more so
should God himself be to us,
for the Creator is greater than
any or all of his creations. Yes,
the so-called inanimate crea-
tion is in motion, a symphony
in the skies, a product of the
great Jehovah, telling of his
glory and showing forth the
work of his hands. Are we, his
living, intelligent earthly crea-
tion, bringing forth like fitting
praise to our Maker? W 12/1 4

Wednesday, June 19

All things, therefore, that you
want men to do to you, you
also must likewise do to them.
—Matt. 7:12, NW,

Christians should have the
best of manners. Parents who
display good manners in their
daily contact with their chil-
dren and fellow man will have
children who display good man-
ners. Good conduct is, in es-
sence, good manners. 1t is po-
liteness that stems from a love
of God and neighbor. All ean
benefit by following the per-
fect example set by the per-
fect gentleman, Jesus Christ.
He practiced the rule of good

manners noted above. His good
manners sprang from a sin-
cere heart and from his culti-
vating good habits and put-
ting into practice from youth
the righteous principles of God,
especially his law of love. Well-
mannered parents set the prop-
cr example by being courteous
to all, under all conditions.
They are respectful to all, be
they regarded as lowly or high.
A truly well-mannered person
ig one who behaves properly all
the time. The place to teach
and to learn the best of man-
ners is in the Christian home.
W 5/15 3-5a

Thursday, June 20

All of you gird yourselves with
humility of mind toward onc
another, because God opposes
the haughty ones, but he gives
undeserved kindness to the
humble ones.——1 Pet.

, NW.

Newcomers must learn to
fall in line with theocratic
principles and to act in har-
mony with them, so that all
may function smoothly for the
blessing of all and to the glory
of God. Sometimes it is rather
difficult for some of our new
associates to make this change.
They are prone to be a little
rebellious or unruly, But to
become genuinely a part of
the New World society it is
imperative that proper respect
for theocratic arrangement and
order be shown. A humble, obe-
dient mental attitude is re-
quired. We cannot permit dis-
positions and trends of the old
world to influence our think-
ing and acting once we have
come into the New World
organization. To prove to our-
selves the good and acceptable
and complete will of God we
must put forth a conscientious
effort at making over our
minds, refusing to be fashioned
after this system of things.
W 6/1 10a



Friday, June 21

If anyone stands settled in his
hcart, having no necessity, but
has authority over his oun
will and has made this decision
in his own heart, . . . he will
do well. Consequently, he also
that gives his virginiiy in mar-
riage does well, but he that
docs not . . . will do better.

—1 Cor, 7:37, 38, NW.

When Paul wrote these
words it was nineteen cen-
turies before the battle of Ar-
mageddon, which will be fol-
lowed by marriage privileges
for the other sheep of the Lord
Jesus who survive the battle.
Those Christians faithfully dy-
ing single back there did so
without hope of any future
human marriage on earth, be-
cause they hoped in a heaven-
ly resurrection to be part in
Christ’s bride above, And even
though virginity back there
had no thought of a mere post-
poning of marriage until Ar-
mageddon, Paul felt that those
who did not marry were hap-
pier, “according to my opinion.
I certainly think I also have
God’s spirit.” So, “let him that
can make room for it make
room for it,” even as Jesus
said. But if he cannot do so
and thinks a change is better,
then he may do that, W 10/1
15-17a

Saturday, June 22

Take up the complcte suit of
armor from God, that you may
be able to resist in the wicked
day and . . . carry on praycr
on every occasion in spirit.
—Eph. 6:13, 18, NW.
Teaching those who are tar-
gets of assault by the demons
to pray to God through Christ
is also a powerful means to
keep the demons at a distance
and to rout them. The mistake
is oftentimes made of thinking
God’s power insuflicient to
break the spell that a voo-
dooist or other demonist may

cast upon one and hence going
to another agent of the de-
mons, & witch doctor, to break
the power of the spell. Thus
the relieved person is obliged
to thank the Devil and bis
demons rather than God Al-
mighty for his deliverance. This
glorifies the Devil’s organiza-
tion rather than Jehovah; it
gains, not divine favor, but
disfavor, and indebts one to
the Devil and weakens one’s
defenses against him. Prayer,
keeping one’s mind filled with
the things of God and keeping
regularly active in Jechovah’s
service will break the enemy’s
ower and fortify one to resist
3i33 further assaults. W 2/15

Sunday, June 23

Conscquently, my beloved
brothers, become steadfast, un-
morvable, always having plenty
to do in the work 0/ the Lord,
knowing that your labor is not
in vain in connection with the
Lord.—1 Cor. 15: 58, NW.
We must not give up in do-
ing what is right, for “in due
season we shall reap by not
giving out.” (Gal. 6:9, NW)
In order not to give out a per-
son has to study God’s Word
constantly and meditate upon
it. Not ouly must he meditate
upon the marvelous blessings
that God has promised for
those who endure in faithful
service, but he must reflect
upon the splendid examples of
steadfastness that can be found
in the DBible. If persons of past
ages could hold up under trials
and discouraging circum-
stances, then we can too. They
were just as human as we are.
Remember Paul’s sound ad-
vice given above. Iven if our
preaching may seem to be
fruitless, our labor is never
in vain, Qur daily service is
a sacrifice of praise to Jcho-
vah, and that alone is reason
enough to be steadfast in full-
time service. W 3/15 20a



Monday, June 24

The race is not to the swift,
nor the battle to thc strong.
—UEcecel. 9:

Haphazard hdmmg means
lost races. Do not publish
spasmodically. You will run
with uncertainty if you do.
Paul did not. To be qualified,
be regular in training. You
cannot run in fits and starts.
It is not just a burst of energy
here and ecasing off there that
wins. Do you think you can
redeem your lagging behind by
a spurt of activity for a while
and then again slip away and
let no one see you for weeks?
You cannot. Sennacherib had
the superior army and the
strength, but it was the sur-
rounded King Iczekiah that
won., Why? Was he swift?
‘Was he strong? No. He won
because he had faith and sub-
mitted himseclf to Jchovah in
prayer. In our fight also it is
not just one blow that defeats
the enemy. We must keep on
striking many telling blows.
So it cannot be just one set
of scriptures or one sermon to
use in the witness work. For
them to be varied we must
have many and versatile ones,
and then keep on using them
aright in offense and in defense
of the good news. W 4/15 ba

Tuesday, June 25

I have put life and death be-
fore you, the blessing and the
mealcediction, and  you must
choose life in order that you
may keep alive, you and your
offspring, by loving Jchovah
your God, by listening to his
voice and by sticking to him.
—Deut. 30:19, 20, NW.

All of us are under condem-
nation to death without a right
to life. Everlasting life is there-
fore an undeserved gift from
Jehovah, and he makes this gift
available to any willing hu-
man, but only through Christ.

The only way to win everlast-
ing life is to accept it on the
terms upon which God offers
it; that is, by coming through
Chrlst to Jehovah and willing-
ly dedicating oneself to serve
him now and forevermore. This
dedication to God must be
made voluntarily. It is a per-
sonal choice and no one can
make it for another. It is not
a choice to be made under co-
ercion either. One should not
make such a dedication just
to keep peace in the family.
No one is compelled to choose
the only way that leads to life.
The choice is cach one’s per-
sonal responsibility, W 7/1 17

Wednesday, June 26
Flee from fornication.—1 Cor.

Some scem to have difficulty
in understanding why the sex-
ual offenses should be so ob-
jectionable to the Christian
organization and why they are
so strongly condemned by God
himself in his Word. They
argue that sexual offenses do
no harm, not even to the will-
ing participants themselves;
so wherein is it so wrong?
Lying, yes! Stealing, yes!
Such things deprive another of
what is his due. But an offense
such as adultery or fornica-
tion, is it not different? Since
it is so commonly practiced
in the old world, how can it
be so bad for the members of
the New World society to prac-
tice? But it is the great Crea-
tor and Father who has made
this provision for the transmis-
sion of human life, and this
is a very wonderful and sacred
thing. We have all received its
benetits, because we are living.
If we accept its benefits we, of
course, accept God’s method,
and the acceptance of the bene-
fit and method by use makes it
encumbent on us to accept
God’s regulation of the entire
process. W 11/1 18a



Thursday, June 27

The single man is anxious for
the things of the Lord, . . .
But the married man is anz-
ious for the things of the world,
how he may gain the approval
(l)j his wife, and he is divided,
Purther, the single woman, and
the virgin, is anxious for the
things of the ILord—1 Cor.
:32-34, NW.

This advice was of personal
advantage to Christians nine-
teen centuries ago. It is no less
of personal advantage to us
now since the Kingdom was
born and the time left for this
old world’s time of the end has
been reduced by more than
forty years and not very much
appears to be left. Remember
that no free Christian is for-
bidden to marry, whether he is
an overseer, & Mministerial serv-
ant or just a preaching mem-
ber of a congregation, a wid-
ower or a bachelor. Singleness
is forced upon no Christian
qualified for marriage. Who-
ever can muster enough self-
control and proper regulation
of his life course as to hold
back from marriage in this
present wicked system of
things, for the sake of God’s
kingdom, may do so, crowding
out other attractive things,
that he may make room for
this gift. W 10/1 14, 15a

Friday, June 28

Indced, everyone to whom much
was giwven, much will be de-
manded of him, and the one
whom people put in charge of
much, they will demand more
than usual of him.—Luke
12: 48, NW.
. We have been given much
in the way of Kingdom truths
and privileges of giving them
out to others. The rule laid
down by Jesus shows that the
truth brings with it great re-
sponsibility, which, if we are
to be faithful and get life,
must be performed in a right
way. Jesus said: “I am the

true vine, and my Father is
the cultivator. Every branch
in me not bearing fruit he
takes away, and every one
bearing fruit he cleans, that
it may bear more fruit.” (John
15:1, 2, NW) As the Vine,
Christ directs the production
of fruit to Jehovah’s praise,
but the branches must bring
forth Kingdom fruitage, or else
be cut off as useless. Jehovah
cleans and prunes his vinelike
organization for the producing
of Kingdom fruit. If we ap-
preciate the illustration we
shall work for a productive
ministry, being coneerned with
not only quantity but also
quality. W 12/1 ba

Saturday, June 29
Jehovah your God in your
midst is @ God exacting ex-

clusive devotiogx.—Deut.

, .

Exclusive devotion to Je-
hovah is a very scrious re-
quirement, “Exclusive” means
keeping others out, or exclud-
ing. It means single or sole, or
singly devoted. No one can be
included in God’s position. He
is exclusive. Everyone else
stays outside this most hon-
ored position that he only can
hold. He is alone in his ex-
alted place in the universe. He
will not include anyone else
with himself. Ilis glory he
does not share with another.
Christ appreciated the very
exclusive position hig Father
held in the universe. I1Te was
not ambitious to be equal with
God, but testified: ‘““T'he Fa-
ther is greater than I am.” Sa-
tan the Devil, however, chose
to try to push Jehovah out of
this exclusive position; and,
of course, Satan has not given
to Jehovah exclusive devotion,
for he seriouslﬁconsiders being
like the Most High, Clergymen
who challenge God’s Word
have the same proud spirit.
But a person exclusively de-
voted to Jehovah is humble.
W 1/1 9, 10a



Sunday, June 30

But this I am saying for your
personal advantage, not that I
may cast a noose upon you, but
to move you ito that which is
becoming and that which means
constant attendance upon the
Lord without distraction.
—1 Cor. 7:35, NW.

The Christian that marries
now in this time of the end
because he feels the necessity
does not sin, Likewise, the
Christian that keeps his own
virginity will do well, Yet the
resulting privileges are differ-
ent, which leads Paul to write:
“Consequently, he also that
gives his virginitﬂ in marriage
does well, but he that does
not give it in marriage will do
better.” A better coursc is also
open to widows who could re-
marry. Though a widow is free
to marry whom she wants, on-
ly in the Lord, ‘“she is happier
if she remains as she is,” not
rebound to a new husband for
as long as he lives. We can
have faith that singleness is
the better way, the happier
way, because this counsel is
the opinion of the apostle
Paul, who certainly thought he
also had God’s spirit at the
iiéne of writing this. W 10/1

a

Monday, July 1

Jehovah will send forth the
rod of thy strength out of
Zion: rule thou in the midst
of thi}ze ergemies.—Ps.
s

The message of the Kingdom
proclaimed by Jesus and his
followers was the best news
ever proclaimed. It was free
news to the poor. It uplifted
the meek. It bound up the
broken hearts. It gave sight
to the religiously blind. It re-
leased the ones crushed with
this world’s oppression and en-
slavement and it comforted all
that mourned because of bad
religious conditions. The pass-
ing of nineteen hundred years

has not lessened the goodness
of that Kingdom message; it
is still good news. But the
goodness of the news is en-
larged today because the long-
awaited kingdom of God has
been set up in the hands of
his Son. It was set up at God’s
throne in the heavens, where
his Son has been gitting nine-
teen centuries at his right
hand. It was set up A.D. 1914,
the same year that the world-
changing first global war be-
gan. Are you sharing in telling
this God-given good news to
the fullest extent possible? W
12/15 9

Tuesday, July 2

In proportion as each one has
received a gift, wse it in min-
istering to onc another as the
right kind of stewards over
God’s undeserved Fkindness
which is expressed in various

ways.—1 Pet, 4:10, NW.

A steward is one who looks
after or guards, having man-
agement of certain interests.
Stewardship and responsibility
go hand in hand. Having re-
sponsibility means being an-
swerable for the discharge of
a duty or trust; being ac-
countable to a rightful supe-
rior; being able to respond or
answer for one’s conduct and
obligation ; being one who is
trustworthy. Above, Peter ex-
presses the close connection be-
tween stewardship and respon-
sibility., God through Christ
has entrusted great interests
into the care of the true people
of God in these last days. This
is of utmost concern to all
dedicated to his service. In
handing these interests of the
Kingdom into the custody of
his slaves he expects increase.
Approval for increase, disap-
proval for failure to increase,
are definitely expressed in Je-
sus’ illustrations of the minas
and the talents. There can be
go;tanding still. W 11/15 1,
i



Wednesday, July 3

For, “The two,” says he, “will
be one flesh.,”” But he who is
joined to the Lord is one spirit.
Flee frogp fornication.—1 Cor,
. 'y

When committing adultery
or fornicating a Christian sins
against his own body. He is
misusing it, contrary to his
owner, Christ. The adulterous
Christian also sins against his
wife, who 1is properly one
flesh with him. He is breaking
unity with her, thus hurting
himself, hating himself because
he hates his wife whose flesh
he rejects. An anointed Chris-
tian cannot take himself as a
member of Christ’s body and
make himself one flesh with
an illegal person, for Jesus has
no oneness with such an un-
clean person. Unless the Chris-
tian repents and reforms from
his immoral course he shows
he prefers union, not with
Christ, but with the immoral
person, and hence he ceases to
be in union with Christ. He is
not onc in spirit with Christ.
He ceases to be part of the
virgin class that is espoused to
Christ. He is no witness of
Jehovah, for God does not
make adulterers or fornicators
his witnesses. W 10/1 15

Thursday, July 4

Fvery kingdom divided against
itself comes to desolation, and
every city or housc divided
against itself will not stand.
—Matt, 12:25, NW.

All mankind should be one!
All mankind will yet be made
one. Happy will be that time!
It will mean far more than
tying mankind together by
means of travel and communi-
cation and by international
alliances. Never before has
mankind been more closely
tied together by such means
than now, Yet never was man-
kind more seriously divided
than now. We talk of the

“human family,” but we do
not act like one. On every
level of human society and in
every field of activity and
thought differences meet us,
such as racial differences, na-
tional differences, language,
money, social, traditional dif-
ferences and others. The re-
sults of these have been so
calamitous that they eloquent-
ly argue for the speedy mak-
ing of all mankind one in a
true way. The continuance and
spread of division throughout
the earth must end up later
in only one grand result. Je-
sus, the great Christian teach-
er, said that that which is
(}iv%ded cannot stand. W }/1

Friday, July 5

This one will be called Woman,
because from man this one was
taken.~—Gen. 2:23, NW.

When God caused Adam to
sleep soundly and removed one
of his ribs and used it as a
base with which to build
Adam’s wife he was not fore-
shadowing that his Son would
be the second Adam and would
fall asleep in death as a hu-
man sacrifice for his bride, the
congregation of his 144,000
followers. Had God done this,
it would have meant that he
let himself foresee that Adam
would sin by eating from the
forbidden tree of the knowl-
edge of good and bad. Thus
God would have foreordained
that Adam should break his
law and come under the sen-
tence of death and that Christ
should die as a corresponding
ransom to save his 144,000
followers from among Adam’s
descendants that these might
become a bridal organization,
a wife to his Son in heaven.
To have foreordained that
Adam should sin would have
made God responsible for
Adam’s sin, whereas God is
not responsible for sin and is
not bound to make sacrificial
atonement for it. W 9/1 17



Saturday, July 6

He who loves his wife loves
himself, for no man ever hated
his own flesh, but he feeds and
cherishes it, as the Christ also
does the congregamon—Eph.
5:28, 29, NW.

Becaunse self-love is a basic
law in nature the apostle Paul
could use_ the above illustra-
tion. And there is nothmg
wrong for one to be intereste
in his own physical and spirit-
ual welfare. False religious
doctrines such as nirvana or
character development to the
extent where one becomes self-
effacing by deadening all de-
sire, as taught by Buddhism
and some false Christian sects,
advocate error. Such are teach-
ings contrary to human nature,
doctrines that stand in con-
flict with this basic trait of
self-love, which God originally
and rightly planted within per-
feet man. It is the wise bal-
ance of love for God and love
for self that prompts us to
seek righteousness, and impels
us to serve God with all our
heart so that we may ulti-
mately receive God’s smile of
approval for everlasting life.
“Keep working out your own
salvation with fear and trem-
bling.”—Phil. 2:12, NW. W
7/15 10a

Sunday, July 7

Let us go up to the mountain
of Jehovah, . he will teach
us of his ways and we will
welk in his paths.—Mic.
42, AS.

Now that these meek ones
have come to Jehovah’s theo-
cratic organization they must
econform to his requirements;
because only by so doing will
they be able to keep pace with
the New World society. Among
the first requirements is the
need of recognizing the theo-
cratic organization; that
through the faithful and dis-
creet slave Jehovah is provid-
ing his flock with spiritual

food at the proper time. Also,
study and association are joy-
ful requisites, a means of keep-
ing up with the ever-increasing
light of understanding beamed
forth through the New World
organization. All old-world hab-
its, ambitions, prides and ra-
cial hatreds must be discarded.
All forms of worldly selfish-
ness must be abandoned to
this old world. There is no
place for them in the new sys-
tem of things. And it is only
as we conform ourselves to
these theocratic requirements
that we shall be able to keep
pace w1th the New ‘World so-
ciety. W 6/1 4

Monday, July 8

My father, if you have opened
your mouth to Jchovah, do to
me according to what has gone
forth from your mouth, since
Jehovah has exccuted acts of
vengeance for you upon your
enemies.—Judg. 11: 36, NW.

‘When Judge Jephthah broke
the news to his daughter that
the vow he had made to win
victory in battle obligated him
to devote her to a life of single-
ness in full-time service at Je-
hovah’s house she did not pity
herself. True, she had some-
thing real to bewail and she
did bewail the virginity to
which she had been devoted
in fulfillment of Jephthah’s
vow, but only for a short time.
After that she gave herself
over to scrvice full time at
Jehovah’s blessed house. She
died single, and that without
the hope of enjoying married
life in God’s new world after
she is resurrected from the
dead. But what a record she
made for herself in vindication
of Jchovah’s rightful sover-
eignty over heaven and earth!
And while she lived on in her
virginity at God’s house she
regularly received encourage-
ment from the daughters of
Israel to be faithful in her
priveleges. W 10/1 8, 9a



Tuesday, July 9

I make request, . . . also con-
cerning those putting dfaith in
me through their word, in or-
der that they may all be one,
just as you, Father, are in
union with me and I am in
union with Jow. —John
17:20, 21, NW.

Be the creation of the starry
heavens billions of years old, as
some claim, it did not precede
the creation of intelligent per-
sons. God’s masterpiece was his
first creation, a spirit person
like himself with his attributes
of justice, love, power and wis-
dom. He was with God before
the earth was or the heavens
were established. Jehovah made
that mighty spirit his spokes-
man; he became the Word
(Log’0os) of God. Also, he be-
came Jehovah’s co-worker in
the production of all creative
work that followed. In time he
created a host of spirit per-
sons, angels; also a vast array
of stars beautifully adorning
the heavens——all brought forth
according to the divine produc-
tion program. These two, Je-
hovah and his Son, always
have seen and are now secing
in harmony. Likewise all those
in the New World society must
see in harmony with Them
and with each other. W 12/1 5

Wednesday, July 10

Let none of you devise evil in

your hearts against his neigh-

bor; and love no false oath.
—Zech. 8:

Never swear falsely in Jeho-
vah’s name. Jehovah declares
that at his temple he will be a

“swift witness agamst the . ..
false swearers.” (Mal. 3:5,
AS) Never take an oath in his
name and then tell lies as a
sworn witness. Rahab was un-
der no oath in Jehovah’s name
to tell the facts to the king's
officers and hence was not a
false swearer or false witness.

A faithful witness does not
love a false oath. So he tells
the truth. If he speaks at all
he will tell the truth. To the
extent that he chooses to talk
he will state the truth. If for
conscientious reasons he re-
fuses to tell everything he will
be willing to suffer the conse-
quences if he be judged de-
serving of a penalty. He re-
fuses to tell everything, not to
escape punishment, but facing
it for conscientious reasons.
Even Jesus kept silent before
Pilate, refusing to answer
though knowing Pilate’s power.
W 2/1 46

Thursday, July 11

Let cvery soul be in subjec-
tion to the superior authorities.
—Rom. 13: 1, NW.

In justice and love Jechovah
God has set before us the
heart-warming hope that all
mankind will be made one
under their Creator and his
Christ. Not only has he pur-
posed and foretold it in the
Bible, but he has the righteous
means to make it come true.
Just how his Son Jesus Christ
will be the one by whom this
oneness under God the Creator
and Father will be realized
Paul shows at DPhilippians 2:
8-11, where he states that every
tongue will “openly confess
that Jesus Christ is Lord to
the glory of God the Father.”
And because ‘ there is no pow-
er but of God,” one future day
all the universe must be unified
under the all-powerful Ruler
of all creation, Jehovah God.
He creates the one government
that all creatures in heaven
and in earth must bow to,
acknowledge and obey. He has
already appointed the ruler of
that government, Jesus Christ.
All persons alive in heaven
and earth must line up under
h1m and all sensible persons
who love everlasting life will
wisely do so. W 4/1 27



Friday, July 12

Let us hold fast the public
declaration of our hope with-
out wavering, for he is faithful
that promised. And let us con-
sider one another to incite to
love and right works.—Heb.
10:28, 24, NW.
Fellowship at our meetings
is uplifting and encouraging.
None of us can afford to do
without this provision for mu-
tual spiritual help. God’s holy
spirit works upon the congre-
gational whole to help us to
grasp the newly revealed truths
better. So we truly see that
keeping up with the truth
means keeping up with the
holy spirit. In the forward
surge of God’s spirit in this
twentieth century Christ, as
Jehoval’'s champion, leads us
in his triumphal procession by
the unfailing power of God's
spirit. Are we keeping up with
his victory march? Are we in
step with his undefeated organ-
ization? If we keep up with
the spirit of Christ’s direction
we shall not die spiritually but
we shall obtain the glorious
prize of everlasting life in the
new world. “He who is sowing
with a view to the spirit will
reap cverlasting life.”—Gal.
6:8 NW. W 3/1 29, 30a

Saturday, July 13

As a right kind of soldier of
Christ Jesus take your part
in suffering evil—2 Tim.

Do we qualify to share in
the ranks of Jchovah's fighters
for truth? Anyone who dedi-
cates himself to Jehovah’s serv-
ice will qualify, whether man
or woman, young or old, if
he observes the rules. Paul
spoke of being the right kind
of soldier ; for just as we must
wage the right warfare, so
we must be the right kind of
soldier to have God’s approval.
We must be devoted to the
ministry and willing to share

the hardships and persecutions
that attend it along with many
joys and blessings. The kind
of soldier a person really is
shows up in the fight, Can he
be depended on for any as-
signment or is he absent from
meetings and irregular in serv-
ice? Is he dependable and
steady, or more like a drifting
mercenary who is looking first
to his own interests? It is
not men we are serving, but
God. We are not called be-
fore a human tribunal if we
neglect our dutics; it is Jeho-
vah who examines us.—1 Cor.
4:1-4. W 6/15 1a

Sunday, July 14

God wants to be loved uniquely.
—Hr. 34: 14, Abbé Drioux
Version, 1884.

That is, Jehovah wants to
be loved in a class by himself,
singularly. Putting Jehovah in
a singular or unique position,
exclusive, separated from all
love, are the two great com-
mandments, You must love
Jehovah with all your heart,
mind, soul and strength, and,
Love your neighbor as your-
self. God is outstanding and
alone the Sovereign. Love goes
directly to him without any
other sharing of that love.
That is exclusive devotion. And
although loving our neighbors
as we love ourselves takes in
a greater sweep, embracing
humankind, who in turn can
love us, yet no one human be-
comes exclusive in this unself-
ishness on our part. Qur love
for neighbor can include all
mankind. But as to the Crea-
tor, he alone claims and right-
ly is given exclusive devotion.
Loving our neighbor as we in-
dividually love ourselves is
proper, but not exclusive. We
do not worship the neighbor,
but just show love. With Je-
hovah our love involves wor-
ship, service, obedience ; and in
this he ﬁolerates no rivalry.

a



Monday, July 15

Do not be mismated with unbe-
lievers. For what partnership
have righteousness and iniqui-
ty? Or what fellowship has
light with darkness? What ac-
cord has Christ with Belial?
Or what has a believer in com-
mon with an unbeliever?
—2 Cor. 6:14, 15, RS.

It falls to each one’s duty to
watch jealously this divine
counsel to marry only within
the ranks of the dedicated
people of Jehovah God, who
are faithful followers of his
Son Jesus Christ. In places
where the girls outnumber the
marriageable brothers a temp-
tation exists to marry them off
to worldly persons, just to see
that they get a husband or
that the parents are relieved
of the burden. On the other
hand, where there are fewer
marriageable girls than there
are brothers there is a passion-
ate pressure to ignore God’s
law and warning and to marry
outside the New World so-
ciety. Anyone doing so or ar-
ranging for another to do so
must take the responsibility
before the God of pure, theo-
cratic marriage and must see
his guilt for any evil conse-
gquences that follow from this
unequal yoking. W 9/15 22

Tuesday, July 16

Shall I, then, take the mem-

bers of the Christ away and

make them members of ¢ har-

lot? Never may that happen!
—1 Cor. 6:15, NW.

Adultery is unloving and is
a breaking of God’s command-
ment. The adulterer is already
married and yoked together
as one flesh with his legal
mate. But adultery is a put-
ting apart what God has yoked
together. The adulterer pulls
away from his legal mate and
makes himself one flesh with
a third person. Three do not

make one flesh, but two do
become one flesh. A person’s
being one flesh must be with
only one other, not with two
others or more. Having rela-
tions with one’s married mate
does not take onc away from
membership in Christ’s body,
for one’s wife is one’s flesh
and one is uniting with what
is one’s own. But when mar-
ried Christians commit adul-
tery or single Christians com-
mit fornication, they do some-
thing of which God and Christ
do not approve. They are tak-
ing their bodies that belong
to Christ and becoming one
flesh with a fornicator or a
harlot. W 10/1 14, 15

Wednesday, July 17

Let me not be put to shame,
for I take refuge in thee. Let
integrity and uprightness pre-
serve me, for I wait for thee.
—Ps. 25:20, 21, AS.

Integrity maintained in
camps of hard labor proves
that now also God protects his
people in the lions’ dens. There
they are happy because perse-
cuted for righteousness’ sake.
They do not complain, because
the spirit of God is resting
upon them. Neither repetition
of lies nor any propaganda
flood of falsehoods can erase
the Word from their minds and
hearts. No brainwashing can
quench their faith. We are not
double-minded. With firmness
and discretion we resist Sa-
tan’s browbeating methods. But
strange as it may seem, we
who have our physical freedom
stand in greater danger than
our thousands of imprisoned
brothers. Can we let trifling
things interfere? Do we slack
the hand? Do we make ex-
cuses? There is ingathering
work to be done, a battle to
be won! So let us daily give
praise to Jehovah and buy out
the opportune time for our-
selves, because the days are
wicked. W 8/15 18a



Thursday, July 18

And he made from one every

nation of men to live on all

the face of the earth.—Acts
17: 26, RS.

God gave all mankind just
one common start in life, even
as Paul shows above. Yes, un-
der the skin we are all one.
No matter where people live
on earth, we are all alike as
to body, although of a different
skin color. Why? DBecause God
the Creator started off man-
kind from just the one man
Adam. This first man’s wife,
Eve, God built up from a rib
taken from Adam’s body. Is
that a childish idea? No; for
Jesus himself accepted it. We
are all one flesh, all human,
of the dust of this one earth
upon which we live. At death
we all return to its dust, the
lighter-colored races as well as
the darker-colored races, there
being no absolute white. As
one dies, so dies the other, both
under one common curse of
death, so that no race is su-
perior to any other in this re-
gard, We can all intermarry.
By such marriage of any race
or color with any other come
children, children not of mixed
blood but of one blood, al-
though through different fami-
ly lines. W 4/1 16, 17

Friday, July 19

Look intently at the lcader and
perfecter of our faith, Jesus.
... Indecd, consider closely the
one who has endured such con-
trary talk by sinners . .., that
you may not get tired and give
out in your souls.—Heb.
2:2, 8, .

God’s servants are bound to
have many obstacles and temp-
tations come upon them. But
did Christ allow such things
to take the treasure of full-
time service away from him?
His mind and heart were fixed
upon one thing—faithfully
serving Jehovah. He allowed

nothing to interfere with that.
There are persons today, how-
ever, who once were pioneers
but who failed to keep this
mental attitude. They allowed
their part-time secular work
to entice them into laying
aside pioneering in order to
take up full-time secular work.
Now, where is their heart? Is
it in doing God’s _will or in
doing their own will? Is their
treasure material riches or full-
time service? Since we know
that Satan accuses us of lov-
ing ourselves more than God,
let us never give him grounds
Eolr that accusation, W 3/15
21a

Saturday, July 20

Let the heavens be glad, let
the earth be joyful, and let
them say among the nations,
“Jehovah himself has become
king !”—1 Chron. 16 : 81, NW.

The setting up of God’s heav-
enly kingdom over this rebel-
lious earth is deserving of a
coronation song, a song to glo-
rify the crowning of his Son
as King. Ancient King David
showed its fitness by composing
and singing a coronation song
when he had the Ark brought
into Jerusalem and put in a
tent near his palace. Under
inspiration the psalmist adapt-
ed that same theme and com-
posed a new psalm, which
showed that a coronation song
must be sung on a grand scale
now following the setting up
of God’s kingdom and his plac-
ing his Son on the heavenly
throne in 1914. This Psalm
96 is known as one of the
Coronation Psalms. The great
enthronement and the glorious
coronation have taken place in
the resplendent courts of heav-
en, of which fact we have all
the needed evidence since 1914.
So the commands of that psalm
to sing praise to Jehovah must
now be carried out. Will you
be singing that Coronation song
today? W 12/15 12



Sunday, July 21

Let it be, this time, for in that
way it 18 suitable for us to car-
ry out all that is righteous.
—DMatt. 3:15, NW.

Baptism is of divine origin.
Nineteen centuries ago the
Messiah was about to appear.
There was therefore need for
repentance and a return to God
on the part of the covenant-
breaking Jews, As an open
public testimony of this before
witnesses John baptized those
thus repenting, In due time
Jesus came and requested John
to baptize him. But Jesus was
no sinner against the law cove-
nant. Indeed, he was guileless,
undefiled, separated from sin-
ners, a fulfiller of the law, not
a breaker of it. John recog-
nized this fact and tried to
prevent such baptizing of this
holy one, but Jesus answered
him in the words above. Je-
sus, having reached the age of
thirty, now was dedicating
himself without reservation to
do Jehovah’s will henceforth
and forever; and as a symbol
of this Jesus found it very
suitable and righteous that he
be baptized. 1le set the proper
%ttern for all his followers.

7/1 6, Ta

Monday, July 22

Let marriage be honorable
among all, and the marriage
bed be without defilement, for
God will judge fornicators and
adulterers.—Heb, 13: 4, NW.

A basie principle in human
nature is the attraction of the
sexes to each other. God crea-
ted man that way, male and
female. They exist as counter-
parts of each other. This has
been provided to carry out
God’s divine interest to popu-
late the earth. The attraction
of the sexes gives rise to a
wide variety of individual hu-
man interests. Some of such

basic interests and their rvights
are to marry, to rear a family
and to have a home, This also
means that husband and wife
have a mutual and exclusive
right over each other. Where
these individual human inter-
ests are pursued in a way of
goodness a record of merit is
established and a reward of
genuine happiness is achieved.
If a contrary course is fol-
lowed, unhappiness results, No
outsiders may invade the field
of a man’s private interest as
regards his proper marriage.
As Jesus showed, at Matthew
19:4-9, man must confine his
sex interest to one mate. W
7/15 1la

Tuesday, July 23

The wunbelicving husband 1is
sanctified in relation to his
wife, and the unbelieving wife
is sanctified in relation to the
brother; otherwise, your chil-
dren would really be unclean,
but now they are holy.—1 Cor.
7:14, NW.

Since the unbelieving one is
still one flesh with the believer,
the unbelicver for this reason
alone gains some recognition
from God. God considers their
children, not as wunclean, but
as holy, and the believer will
try to bring them up in true
holiness that, at the age of
understanding, they might of
their own choice dedicate them-
selves to God through Christ.
The unbeliever is not auto-
matically made a saint or one
of God’s holy ones, but the
believing mate has dedicated
everything te God and treats
the unbeliever from that stand-
point. The sanctified believer
will accordingly treat the un-
believer as Godywould want it
to be done, and that will be
all toward aiding the unbeliev-
er to see and accept the truth
and also come into relation-
ship with God. W 10/1 25



Wednesday, July 24

That is why a man will leave
his father and his mother and
he must stick to his wife and
they must become one flesh.
—@Gen. 2: 24, NW,

Because the first woman was
taken from the first man in-
stead of being made a distinct
creation, not only was she one
flesh with him but also all the
human family that sprang from
them is one flesh. This fact
made her man’s closest relative
on earth. For this reason he
should stick to her. God pro-
nounced this bond of husband
and wife to be the closest re-
lationship of two humans on
earth, hence the husband should
stay with the one to whom he
is closest, his wife. Thousands
of years later Jesus quoted
these words in answering the
Pharisees and Paul also quoted
from them. A married man’s
place, therefore, was to be, not
with his parents, not with his
gang, his men’s association or
his social club, but with his
closest partmer, his wife. He
was to stick to his wife, not
send her back home to her
father who gave her to him.
He was to permit no one to
get in between. W 9/1 19

Thursday, July 25

And I have other shcep, which
are not of this fold; those also
I must bring, and they will
listen to my vowe, and they
will become one flock, one shep-
herd.—John 10:16, NW.

In this world of disunity, is
there today no oneness of men
under the Creator of mankind?
There is! Such oneness exists
within the theocratic flock of
Jehovah God. His flock are the
people whom he addresses in
his Word, saymg “Ye are my
witnesses.” These witnesses are
primarily a remnant of the
anointed followers of Jesus

Christ, who have a heavenly
calhng to reign with him on
his heavenly throne for the
blessing of all the families of
the earth. In addition to these
the Great Shepherd’s flock now
includes hundreds of thousands
of people from all the families
of the earth, Jesus spoke of
these as his “other sheep.” He
said the time had to come, and
it has come in our day, when
he would gather these other
sheep and bring them together
with the remmnant of his King-
dom joint heirs, and they would
all be one flock under one shep-
herd. Still godly harmony con-
tinues among them. W 4/1 34

Friday, July 26

You should kindly forgive and
comfort him, that somehow
such a man may not be swal-
lowed up by his being overly
sad. Therefore I exhort you to
confirm your love for him.
—2 Cor. 2:7, 8,

Disfellowshiping is really an
act of love on the part of God
and Christ, on the part of the
theocratic organization itself
and on the part of the servants
who take the action directly.
This is so because it is done
not in malice or unkindness
but in obedience to God’s right-
eous laws. It is an act of
faithfulness; failure to keep
the organization clean would
be unfaithfulness. It has a
threefold purpose, (1) that of
keeping clean the Christian
congregation; (2) helping the
offender, if possible, through
this drastic means, should it
be that he can be impressed
with his error and duly repent
of it before God; (3) it is
in the interests of those who
observe the action taken, both
as to assuring them of the
correctness of the theocratic
organization and as a warning
to them of the seriousness of
deviation from proper conduct.
W 11/1 17a



Saturday, July 27

Woe to him who is alone when
he falls and has not another
to lift him up. Again, if two
lie together, they are warm.
—Eecel. .10, 11, RS.

If we are alone and knocked
about by the world we are apt
to losc courage, thinking we
are alone in our integrity and
must surely be overwhelmed.
Regular meeting attendance
will keep us in strengthening
touch with our brothers. Sa-
tan likes to divide and conquer,
scatter the flock and pick off
the strayed ones. If we are
alone it is harder to keep our
zeal for Jechovah hot. Together
we can help warm over the
cooled zcal of inactive ones. If
we fall, we shall be unable to
offer public sacrifices of praise
to Jehovah. To avoid this ca-
lamity we must not forsake
assembling together, Remem-
ber, a sheep away from the
flock is a lost sheep. So do
not overestimate your spiritual
strength and think you can go
it alone pursuing selfish in-
terests, flouting the sound prin-
ciple of assembling together.
“The recluse seeks his own self-
ish interests; he quarrels with
every sound principle.”—Prov,
18:1, AT. W 10/15 15, 16

Sunday, July 28

Present your bodies a sacrifice
living, holy, acceptable to God,
o sacred service with your pow-
er of reason.—IRom.
12:1, NW.

If you are able to give God
full-time service, why are you
not doing so? Did you not
mean it when you dedicated
your life to him? Did you die
to your own sclfish course of
life, or are you still putting it
first? God’s serviece is not only
to be done whenever we have
spare time. If it is not of first
importance to you, then you
have not yet changed your set
of values and been transformed

from being fashioned after this
present world. You do not as
yet evaluate the treasure of
full-time service above the rich-
es of the world. To present
yourself to God means to give
yourself completely over to his
service, It means devoting your
time, energies, abilities and
possessions to the doing of
God’s will, not to doing your
own will. This is a sacred
service that is pleasing and ac-
ceptable to him, But to be this
it must be done with your
power of reason. You must
fully understand what you are
doing and why you are doing
it. W 8/15 5a

Monday, July 29

Not all men male room for
the saying, but only those who
have the gift.—Matt.
19:11, NW.

A “gift”? Yes, but not by
miraculous bestowal of powers
from God. The privilege of
staying unmarried is a gift
God holds out to all single
persons who become followers
of Christ. But not all avail
themselves of it; not all make
room for it. Yet there are
many who take under consid-
eration all the circumstances
that have to do with them as
Christians, and also the King-
dom service privileges that are
set before them. They look
ahead to see what the out-
come of a certain course of
action or a certain life rela-
tionship with another might
be. They weigh the married
state and its dues and limita-
tions against the single state
and its possibilities, all this
with a regard for Jehovah’s
precious treasure of service.
After serious study of the mat-
ter they make an intelligent
decision, a firm resolve, to
stay as they are, single. Then
they avoid entanglements that
might obligate them to leave
their singleness. W 10/1 5a



Tuesday, July 30

This is at last bone of my
bones and flesh of my flesh.
—QGen. 2:23, NW.
When God took the male
and female characteristics or
qualities that were combined
in balance in Adam and di-
vided them between the sexes
he did not mean to start any
battle of the sexes in Eden.
He did not mean to start any
competitive co-existence be-
tween the sexes. Though Adam
had the feminine properties di-
vided from him and embodied
in his wife he was still left
perfect; he was still in God’s
image and likeness. Eve, with
the female characteristics con-
trolling in her, was likewise
perfect, but she was one flesh
with Adam. One flesh does not
hurt itself; it does not fight
itself. The two sexes are in
reality just one flesh. They
were to complement each other,
the one to supply to the other
what the other felt it needed,
and vice versa. God so organ-
ized the two sexes that they
found their greatest happiness
and contentment by co-operat-
ing together in doing the per-
fect will of their heavenly Fa-

ther. W 9/1 20

Wednesday, July 31

He who does not love his broth-
er, whom he has scen, cannot
be loving God, whom he has
not secen.—1 John }:20, NW,

God has the one system for
making all mankind one. Iie
supplies the necessary bond of
unity, and that bond is love.
All mankind are really hunger-
ing for love, first of all, love
from God, and then love from
one another. God has recom-
mended his love to us by giv-
ing his Son. In turn, all man-
kind must love God and one
another. Doing so, they will
obey the two great command-
ments of the universe, noted

at Matthew 22:37-39. Those
who seek mankind's oneness
must come together to a com-
mon love of their great Crea-
tor and Life-giver, Jehovah
God, and to a love of his Son
whom he provided as the sacri-
fice and ransomer for mankind
and whom he has appointed as
King of the new world. Then,
too, they must love their fel-
low man, because if they do
not love their fellow man whom
they see and with whom they
must live here on earth, then
they really do not love God
whom they do not and cannot
see. God loves our neighbor;
we must love our neighbor too.
W 4/1 29

Thursday, August 1

In this mountain will Jehorah

of hosts make unto all peoples

a feast of fat things, a feast

of wines on the lees, of fat

things full of marrow, of wines

on the lces well refined.—Isa.
:6, A8,

It is Jehovah himself who
has opened to our view the

| glorious vision of the new

world set out in his Word. He
it is who has pointed us to
our privilege of serving now
as a New World society, and
he has now brought us to our
present position, poised for en-
try into the actual new world.
He knows full well our needs
for endurance at this crucial
time and so he fulfills his pro-
phetic promise by providing a
strengthening feast. This we
regularly receive through the
loving administration of the
faithful and discreet slave and
it comes to us in rich portions
through the columns of the
Society’s publications, through
instructions received at eongre-
gational meetings and at larg-
er assemblies. If we are con-
scious of our spiritual need we
will gather at this table pro-
vided by Jebovah to be sus-
tained with food for everlast-
ing life. W §/1 1, 2a



Friday, August 2

Run ye to and fro through the

streets of Jerusalem, . . . if ye

can find ¢ man, if there be any

that doeth justly, that secketh

truth; end I will pardon her,
—Jer. 5:1, AS.

Where faithful members up-
bold and advance congrega-
tional interests in the course
of goodness, then these are
contributing toward the con-
gregational merit that brings
reward of blessings, prosperity
and happiness to all associ-
ated. Isaiah prophesied that
the righteousness of the faith-
ful Jewish remnant warranted
Jehovah’s restoring Israel to
the land of Judah for theo-
cratic worship in 537 B.C. and
not permitting Judah to lie
destroyed forever like Sodom
and Gomorrah, (Isa, 1:9; 10:
22) Jeremiah’s words above
show the possibility of a right-
eous servant’s saving an en-
tire city. The righteousness of
Paul produced sufficient merit
for God to save also Paul’s
276 fellow passengers en route
to Rome. (Acts 27:24, 37)
And concerning these last days
Jesus said that on account of
the chosen ones some flesh
would be saved.—Matt, 24 : 22,
W 7/15 15, 16b

Saturday, August 3

Recount among the nations his
glory, among all the peoples his
wonderful acts—Ps.
96:3, NW.

Particularly with the article
“Who Will Honor Jehovah?”
in The Watchtower, January 1,
1926, Jehovah’s witnesses have
shown their worthiness of their
name of identification, which
name they jubilantly embraced
in 1931. Since then all the peo-
ples of the earth have known
that it has been the Christian
remnant who bear Jehovah’s
name that have brought his
name to their attention and
shown the grand reasons for

honoring and blessing it. The
clergy have scoffed at the wit-
nesses and have tried in every
way to prevent them from bear-
ing witness to God’s holy name.
But all in vain! In imitation
of Jesus Christ they have made
God’'s name manifest. (John
17:6) They are heeding the
command above of the psalm-
ist. Even Communist-ruled
lands have been unable to pre-
vent the witnesses from song-
fully spreading the glad news
that God’s kingdom was put
in opcration in the heavens in
1914. Are you having a daily
and joyful part in singing this
song? W 12/15 18

Sunday, August 4

Do not be misled. Bad associa-
tions spoil useful habits. Wake
up to soberness in a righteous
way and do not practice sin,
for some are without knowl-
edge of God. I am speaking to
move youw to shame—~—1 Cor.
15:33, 34, NW.

The theocratic organization
is a great team. Kach of us
is a small unit in it. We can-
not do without the others. It
takes the consideration of each
for all, and of all for each.
Then, with the help of God’s
holy spirit, we shall have real
teamwork. And not only must
we associate with our brothers
but we must avoid bad asso-
ciations. Old-world friends cling
to some. Some foolishly cling
to old-world friends. Even some
in the organization have old-
world habits. All such are leav-
cen. Leaven works its way into
your whole life. If you do not
separate from bad associations
you will lose the race. This is
breaking training and leads to
softening our spiritual muscles.
It is not whether an associate
is a ‘good fellow,” but is he
theocratic company? If not,
then shun him. Associate only
with those running in the race.
W 4/15 7, 8a



Monday, August 5

Cleanse your hands . . . and
purify your hearts, you inde-
cisive ones,—Jas. 4:8, NW.
There are some Christians
who think it possible to live
in the New World society and
the old world at the same
time. Their dedication was one
with strings attached. They
still yearn for the luxuries
and pleasures of the passing
system of things. They know
that to keep up with the New
World society demands time,
and old-world pleasures de-
mand time. Consequently there
is a test of one’s affections, a
pulling in different directions,
with tension and frustration
resulting. An unstable person,
divided in mind, is displeasing
in Jehovah’s sight. Those who
insist on leading double lives
are not truly humble. They
are always found crowding the
line of demarcation. They
choose to ignore God's wise
counsel. Reluctant to break
clean with the old world, they
hang on by the skin of their
teeth to the new, until the
old world drags them com-
letely away into oblivion. It
1s dangerous_to try to straddle
the line, and impossible to be
iasslnve to two masters. W 6/1

Tuesday, August 6

Wisdom is better than weapons
of war.—Heel. 9: 18.

To have been assigned to
share in the ministry is a great
privilege, and we want to
treasure that opportunity and
use it rightly. If we say we
have love for God, then we
must show it by excelling in the
ministry. This means studying
hard for accurate knowledge
and full discernment, making
sure of the important things,
so we shall not stumble any-
one, and having a real zeal
for service. Having this cor-

rect knowledge and using it
rightly means the difference
between life and death in this
fight., It serves to guide men
from the divisions of the old
world to a oneness of mind
and action, possible only in
God’s service. As the great
crowd respond to the invita-
tion to assemble in the house-
hold of faith, they learn Je-
hovah’s way and walk in his
path, No longer do they lift
up sword against onc another.
Thus our spiritual war pro-
motes lasting peace based on
truth and coupled with love
for God and neighbor—some-
thing carnal fighting never
achieved. W 6/15 17a

Wednesday, August 7

We have authority to lead
about a sister as a wife, even
as the rest of the apostles . . .,
do we not?—1 Cor. 9:5, NW.

The young prophet Jeremiah
held back from marriage be-
cause Jehovah God, like a fa-
ther, forbade him to marry and
have children, inasmuch as it
was the time of the end of the
Jewish kingdom of the line of
David. The apostle Paul did
not avail himself of the author-
ity to have a wife. So today,
there are hundreds of Chris-
tian women who have gone
single into foreign missionary
fields. The local population
wonder how they manage to
keep single, and the married
native women may incline to
pity these missionaries as un-
dergoing a great deprivation
and hence a hardship. But by
the spirit of Jehovah they give
themselves fully to the mis-
sionary work and experience
unspeakable joys. They are not
to be pitied. While they may
pity many of the native women
for being married under the
prevailing conditions, they do
not pity themselves but feel
like Jeremiah, Paul and espe-
cially like Jephthah’s daughter.
W 10/1 2, Ta



Thursday, August 8

Whatever you are doing, work
at it whole-souled as to Jeho-
vah, and not to men.~—~Col.

H

Personal study is a prereg-
uisite to worthwhile congrega-
tional studies. Do you have the
happy privilege of reading a
portion of the Bible at the
ministry school? Then careful-
ly study it in advance so you
can properly convey the in-
struction it contains. Remem-
ber, it is a living word! Pre-
sent it that way! Do you regu-
larly prepare in advance for
the service meeting? Your abil-
ity to retain and apply the
instruction therc given will be
greatly increased if you do.
When you attend the congrega-
tional meetings do you really
enjoy them to the full? It is
a pleasure to take in the truth,
but “there is more happiness
in giving” it out. That hap-
piness is yours if you hold fast
to the public declaration of
your hope by oral expression
of your faith in congregational
meetings. Consider your broth-
ers by making a contribution
to the study, and when you
give, give your best. To do
this you must personally study
gour lesson in advance., W 5/1

a

Friday, August 9

Also accept the helmet of sal-
vation, and the sword of the
spirit, that is, God’s word.
—HBph. 6:17, NW.
.Inasmuch as the miraculous
gifts of the spirit have passed
away, we do not attempt to do
miraculous works such as those
religious workers of lawless-
ness do whom Christ will tell
to get away from him because
they do not aet according to
God’s law. In order to be
crowned with God’s approval
through Christ we must con-
tend “according to the rules”;
we want to do what he has
made lawful, namely, preach

the good news of the Kingdom.
(2 Tim. 2: 5, NW) Doing this
work until this world’s end we
are sure to have Christ class
us as ‘workers of lawfulness’
and tell us to come near to
him as those approved b[‘; his
Father and worthy of being
spared through Armageddon.
We are living in the wicked
day when we are especially
ordered to stand firm in the
full suit of armor against the
onslaughts of the demons and
to use the sword of the spirit
against them by obeying God’s
law and preaching the King-
dom good news.—Eph. 6:11
W 2/15 34, 35

Saturday, August 10

Every other sin which & man
may commit s outside his
body, but he that practices
fornication is sinning against

his own body.—~1 Cor.

i

The injunction to moral
cleanliness that Paul gives in
the words above and their con-
text is equally binding upon
all God’s servants, because his
spirit is upon them as a group
and as individuals. Other sins
that are condemned, such as
lying, stealing and teaching
wrong doctrine, are sins out-
side one’s body, but the sins
of adultery and fornication are
sins against the individual's
own body, which should be
used to glorify God. We cannot
glorify God in this or in other
matters if we refuse to be sub-
ject to the regulations that he
laid down. All who have his
spirit upon them dare not sin
against their own bodies. Back
in his time Paul made refer-
ence to what he called the
prevalence of fornication. It is
no less prevalent now. The
critical times in which we are
living demand exacting preser-
vation of virtue of all who
compose or hope to compose
the New World society. W
11/1 20, 21a



Sunday, August 11

Go on bearing fruit in_every
good work and increasing in
the accurate knowledfe of God,
being made powerful with all
power to the cxtent of his glo-
rious might so as to cndure
fully and be longsuffering with
joy.—0Col. 1:10, 11, NW.

Noah preached for forty or
fifty years with absolutely no
results except the responbc of
his immediate family, Did h
let go of his wonderful treas-
ure of full-time service just
because people did not respond
to his preaching? If you have
embraced the treasure of full-
time service, do you cherish it
enough that you could preach
for forty or fifty years with no
one responding to your preach-
ing and yet not let go of this
treasure? Could you go to an
assignment, knowing in ad-
vance that not a smgle person
will heed your warning mes-
sage, and yet stay on that as-
signment for years without
qulttmg') It takes determina-
tion, appreciation of Jchovah's
service and real love for Him
to do that. Jehovah’s servants,
Noah and Jeremiah, had these
qualities; do you? If so, you
will be able to stick to your
assignment, W 3/15 18, 19a

Monday, August 12

Hach one is tried by being
drawn out and enticed by his
own desire.—Jas. 1:14, NW.

It was not a case of Ive's
taking the word and law of
God in preference to the word
of her husband. Rather it was
a case of taking the serpent’s
word in preference to the word
of her husband in harmony
with the word of Jehovah,
Here were two witnesses, Jeho-
vah himself and Adam, against
the one false witness, the Ser-
pent. In safe respect for her
human head Eve should have
said that she would first con-

sult her husband and see
whether he approved of eating
the forbidden fruit contrary to
God’s command, for he knew
God better than she did. Rath-
er than go over God’s law with
him, Iive looked at the forbid-
den fruit from the new view-
point presented to her by a
beast. She let desire for it
form in her. Her desire led
her into temptation and in-
duced her to take action, and
thus sin was conceived. This
conception of sin was bound
to give birth to the death pen-
alty. Eve was grossly deceived,
but just the same it was a case
of marriage insubordination.
W 9/1 4a

Tuesday, August 13

He that has the bride is the
bridegroom.—John 3:29, NW.
. Marriage has joys and bless-
ings that God purposed it to
have. By the attraction that
he put into play between the
sexes it is normal for man
and woman to marry, not even
leaving out Christians who are
in the flesh., However, for
Christians God's Word does
not take the view of some
tribes or peoples that a man
has not reached hiy full estate
unless he is married, so that,
if he is not married, he is on]y
half a man. To take this view
means to downgrade Jesus
Christ, for he died a virgin, a
single man, at the age of thirty-
three and a half years. He dicd
unmarried according to his
heavenly Father's will. But by
this course of self-control and
obedience he wins a spiritual
bride, a congregation of 144,-
000 faithful followers who love
him with a love surpassing
that of a man for a woman,
of a husband for a wife. This
spiritual bride whom the Fa-
ther unites to his Son in heav-
enly beauty and radiance is
the only wife that Jehovah has
authorized Jesus Christ to
have. W 10/1 1a



Wednesday, August 14

Never has another man spoken
like this.—John 7: 46, NW.

Never has there been a man
on earth like Jesus. For un-
known ages he had been work-
ing in full harmony with his
Father, and now, after be-
coming the man Jesus, he con-
tinued thus to work. His was
a productive life, for the whole
of his earthly ministry was de-
voted to witnessing about his
Father and his Father’s king-
dom. It was God's will that
he do so and he delighted to
do Jehovah’s will, Also, Jesus
had a keen sense for quality.
What he did he did perfectly,
for he was a perfect man. On
earth his was the most out-
standing example of love, com-
passion and patience. At the
same time he was a bold, fear-
less proclaimer of Jehovah’s
truth. He spoke with sincerity
and conviction like none before
him. The ones he chose to be
his fellow workers were those
of right heart, men he could
train and did train to be pro-
ductive witnesses like himself.
To be a similarly productive
witness should be the goal for
which each member of the New
World society should strive.
W 12/1 16

Thursday, August 15

He said: “Let me go, for the
dawn has ascended.” To this
[Jacob] said: “I am not going
to let you go wuntil you first
bless me.”—Gen, 82:26, NW.

The life-giving waters of
truth that flow from the throne
of God are refreshing and of
them we delight to partake,
True, some of it may be hard
to grasp at first, even as Je-
sus’ apostles found some of his
instruction at first difficult to
understand. However, recogniz-
ing that Jesus offered the “say-
ings of everlasting life,” they
stuck with him. When they
failed to grasp the point of

hig teaching they did not lazily
let it pass, but asked him to
make the illustration plain to
them. When we fail to get
the full import of an argument
in The Watchtower or when
we do not grasp the meaning
of a scripture, do we stay with
it—even as 97-year-old Jacob
wrestled all night with the
angel to receive a blessing—
and thus reap the blessing of
increased understanding? If at
first we do not understand let
us ask a mature brother to
try to make plain to us the
instructions Jehovah gives us
through his organization. W
5/1 3a

Friday, August 16

Call the people together, the
men and the women and the
little ones . . ., in order that
they may listen and in order
that they may learn, as they
must fear Jehovah your God
and take care to carry out all
the wordg of this law.—Deut.
s .

Merely having our children
with us at meetings is not
enough. They must pay atten-
tion, listen and lecarn, and not
play or draw pictures. They
should be taught that there
is a time for things other than
play. It may require the rod
of correction to impress the ne-
cessity of being quiet and pay-
ing attention, but when proper-
ly applied, kindly and yet firm-
ly, it will be beneficial and will
not need to be repeated often.
Such discipline is not an indi-
cation of hatred on the part of
the parents; in fact, an obe-
dient child is generally very
fond of a father and a mother
who mete out discipline in
the proper way. Children re-
spect parents who enforce their
words—with penalties if neces-
sary-——and who do not let their
words die as mere idle threats.
Jehovah disciplines those he
loves; so should parents. W
5/15 2a



Saturday, August 17

If you observe my command-
ments, youw will remain in my
love—John 15:10, NW.

This means all God's com-
mandments. Some persons want
to ehoose which commandments
they will keep. For example,
one will say that it is not nec-
essary to be baptized and sym-
bolize his dedication. He feels
that as long as he is associated
with Jehovah’s witnesses he
will gain Jehovah’s blessing
and be taken into the new
world of righteousness. He
feels: ‘I don’t want to be tied
up so tightly with any organi-
zation; so I will not be hap-
tized; I'll go witnessing, but
T’'ll keep myself free.” It is not
a matter of being tied with
an organization. Rather, if
you want to live, it is a mat-
ter of giving exclusive devo-
tion to Jehovah. Oune refusing
to be baptized thinks baptism
will obligate him and place
greater responsibilities upon
him. Remember, he already has
the responsibility when he has
the knowledge. If he wants
life, he gives exclusive devo-
tion to God; he keeps God’s
commandments and he walks
in the footsteps of Christ and
gladly is baptized as an open,
public confession of his dedi-
cation. W 1/1 3a

Sunday, August 18

Ascribe to Jehovah the glory
belonging to his name. Carry a
gift—Ps. 96: 8, NW.

In the face of the truth and
in the face of the pressing need
for salvation, men today ought
to orient themselves to the One
Source of salvation by begin-
ning to ascribe to God the
things that persuade us that
he is the Source of our salva-
tion and the One worthy of
our heartfelt worship. For the
peoples to be able to make such
ascriptions to Him there falls

upon us the service of making
Jehovah, his purpose and ac-
tivities known to them, of tell-
ing them about his name and all
it stands for, and of explaining
to them his written Word and
showing them how to worship
this holy, strong and glorious
God. Too great to dwell in
earthly temples, he dwells by
his spirit with his dedicated
people. The greatest gift one
can carry to Jehovah in loving
appreciation and worship is the
dedication of oneself to him
through Jesus Christ. By this
gift we show him we bow down
to him in full submission as
well as in adoration. W 12/15
8, %a

Monday, August 19

House and riches are an in-
heritance from fathers; but @
prudent wife is from Jehavah.
—Prov. 19: 14, AS.

After Armageddon the cou-
ples surviving will continue in
their marital union. Others
surviving in a different state,
widowers, widows, virgin men
and virgin women, will be
privileged to marry. Whether
there will be an imbalance be-
tween the available men and
the available women need not
worry us now. Marriage then
will be regulated by the Ever-
lasting Father, Jesus Christ.
He will have redeemed his
earthly children through Arma-
geddon just as much as Je-
hovah redeemed the Israelites
out of Egypt and through the
Red Sea. As all those redeemed
ones belonged to Jehovah, so
all the Armageddon survivors
will belong to their Redeemer
Jesus Christ. As Everlasting
Father to his earthly daugh-
ters he will give in marriage
whomsoever of them he pleas-
es to whomsoever he chooses.
That way there will be no poor
selection of mates, and no one
will experience a disappoint-
gxoent after marriage. W 10/1
20a



Tuesday, August 20

For he that eats and drinks
eats and drinks judgment
against himself if he does not
discern the body.—1 Cor.
11:29, NW.

Why so? Because, having
once known the Lord, he now
fails to discern the body that
the Lord offered in sacrifice.
It is as if he said: “The table
of Jehovah is contemptible,”
and so the sacrifice upon it is
not unblemished, perfect., It is
approaching the guilty action
of the unfaithful who have

trampled upon the Son of
God and . esteemed as of
ordinary value the blood of
the covenant.” Such a one is
heading for a death from which
there is no sacrifice for willful
sin to deliver him. So let him
benefit by the corrective, disci-
plinary judgment that Jehovah
gives him. Let him discern
what he himself is, and reform.
If he has been at fault, yet he
should obey the command and
eat the Lord’s evening ieal,
but do so discerning the Lord’s
sacrificed body and askmg for-
giveness for his sin. Then let
this celebration strengthen him
to follow Christ’s steps more
closely during the coming year.
W 1/15 18a

Wednesday, August 21

So shall they fear the name of
Jehovah from the west, and
his glory from the rising of
the sun; for he will come as
e rushing stream, which the
breath of Jehovah driveth.
—Isa. 59:19, AS.

Those of the nations seeking
God’s favor must turn from
idolatry and all forms of false
religion. Jehovah will put all
our enemies to flight. Through
the Angel of his presence he
will come like a river pent up
that the tempest of Jehovah
drives along. His revealed judg-

ments are terrible and strike
fear into the hearts of all God’s
enemies. Those who fear bow
down before his majesty and
awfulness, They tread before
him gently and reverently, for
Jehovah is dwelling with his
beloved ones. Nothing can stop
the onrush of truths, the mani-
festation of his Judgments The
time has come at last for right-
cousness to be exalted and all
the wicked to be dethroned.
This glorious and happy day
is here. Rejoice, you witnesses
of Jehovah, for true and last-
ing salvation is here in the
power of earth’s new King!
W 11/15 13a

Thursday, August 22

Shepherd the flock of God in
your care, not under compul-
sion, but willingly, . becom-
ing examples to the ﬂocL
—1 Pet. 5:2, 3, NW.

To accomplish our ministry
thoroughly we must be proper-
ly equipped for it. That re-
quires study of the truth, and
to get it done we must set
aside time for it just as we do
for field scrvice. Perhaps as
you consider the great need
for personal study, reading the
Bible, etc., you feel that it just
cannot all be done, As a serv-
ant you may feel that with
service activity and servant’s
duties, there is no time left for
all this personal study. But
why not consider all this as
just another field of theocratic
activity in which you want to
take the lead and aid others?
Remember, to be “qualified to
teach” requires personal study
on your part. Your good ex-
amp]e will help others of the
Lord’s sheep in the right way
and will help them to acquire
good habits, in service and
study, as ministers of God. So
give careful consideration to
the responsibility laid upon you
by the words of Peter above.
W 5/16,7a



Friday, August 23

This is the one hearing the
word, but the anxiety of this
system of things and the de-
ceptive power of wealth choke
the word, and becomes un-
fruitful—Matt. 13: 22, NW.

Some allow the cares and
anxieties of this fast-moving,
highly competitive, war-threat-
ened world to weight them
down and prevent them from
giving exclusive devotion to Je-
hovah. Jesus’ parable forctold
that some persons would read-
ily accept the truth, allowing
it to take root and sprout, but
at the same time they would
permit weeds to grow up, mak-
ing them unfruitful. How much
better it would be for such
burdened ones to heed Jesus’
counsel and put Kingdom in-
terests first, ahead of all other
considerations in their lives,
by making a dedication to Je-
hovah. (Matt. 6:25, 31-33)
To worship Jehovah, that is,
to be exclusively devoted to
him, means to scrve him as a
willing slave serves his master.
To serve means to obey, and
those who obey Jchovah do so
out of love for him. Love is,
in fact, the sum and substance
of the whole law and com-
mandments of God. W 7/1

]

Saturday, August 24

A trustworthy envoy insures
success~—Prov. 13:17, AT.
The sounding of the warning
message against Gog of Magog
loud and continuously awakens
the people who have a right
heart condition, opcns their
blind eyes, and leads them out
of the Devil’s captivity into
the glorious freedom of the
truth, thus enabling them to
escape the execution of Jeho-
vah’s judgment that will fall
upon the Devil’s organization
in the near future. More than
a half million of such lovers
of righteousness have already
fled for safety in these com-

paratively few short years since
this proclamation began. Here,
then, is tangible evidence that
the delivering of this message
of warning has not been in
vain, but rather has been at-
tended by overwhelming pros-
perity and suceess. The Master
Jehovah has smiled with ap-
proval upon his trustworthy
witnesses and their work, and
has indeed refreshed and sus-
tained them over the years. No
doubt a great multitude of oth-
er people of good will must yet
hear and flee to safety as this
proclamation continues a little
longer. W 8/1 1Ga

Sunday, August 25

Who of you that wants to
build @ tower does not first
sit down and figure out the ex-
pense, to sce if he has enough
to coznplctéz it?—Luke
, .

Before entering the full-time
gervice you should give it care-
ful thought. Remember that
the difficulties you experience in
the part-time ministry will be
greatly multiplied. You should
examine the requirements and
decide if you are able to meet
them. You should consider the
cost. Is it too high for you?
It is a decision you must make
because of your love for God
and your willingness to serve.
You must have a genuine love
for God and his service before
you can even consider reaching
out for this treasure. You
must be keenly interested in
the Kingdom ministry and in
the expansion of the New
World scciety. You should be
mature in the Scriptural truths
that come to you through God's
organization. All this is ecs-
sential, because by taking up
the full-time service you be-
come a special representative
of it. Others will look to you
for mature understanding of
the Bible and a zealous exam-
ple in the Kingdom ministry.
W 8/15 6a



Monday, August 26

Let each one . . . so love his
wife as hg dges himself.—Hph.

The Christian husband should
sit with his wife in congrega-
tional meetings, he should study
the Bible at home together with
her and build up a oneness of
spiritual interests with her.
This may be difficult at first or
unusual. But as he begins
showing love in little ways of
expressing it and notes the
pleasure of his wife over it
he will find that he likes it.
1t will become normal, natural
for him to do so. He will grow
in appreciation that this is a
showing of the spirit of God,
the fruitage of which is love.
In turn, let the wife notice his
little embarrassed ways of
showing love for her and then
Jet her reveal sincere pleasure
at this and also voice appre-
ciation of this, to enhance his
happiness. The common posses-
gion of the truth and the like-
ness of their dedications to
God and their hope of gaining
life together everlastingly in
the new world ought to pro-
voke a sympathy and love be-
tween them. This will help so
much amid the difficulties of
married life today. W 10/1

1

Tuesday, August 27

You must accordingly be com-
plete, as your heavenly Father
3s complete—Matt. 5: }8, NW.

When Jesus chose his fol-
lowers he was concerned with
quality and so he did not choose
many but only the best. Had
he wanted guantity irrespec-
tive of quality, gathering his
disciples would have been sim-
ple. Why, he could have had
the whole Jewish nation at his
feet ; yes, more than that—the
whole world, with peoples of
all nations recognizing him as
their sovereign. All he had to

do was to submit himself to
another production manager,
Satan the Devil, instead of
Jehovah God. But Jesus was
not serving Satan but his Fa-
ther. And in his produetion
work, his Father had not only
provided for quantity but also
for quality. In fact, perfection
marks all that the Creator ever
does. With him nothing has to
be done over. There are no
“geconds” or rejects. When he
creates, the result is a finished
product upon which no im-
provement can be made. Yes,
Jehovah is “the Rock, perfect
is his activity.” Let us also
strive for quality in our pro-
(ligctgon activity, W 12/1 186,

’

Wednesday, August 28

Do you not know that a little

yeast ferments the whole lump?

. .. “Remove the wicked man.”
—1 Cor. 5:6, 13, NW.

The congregations cannot
take on any of the defiling in-
terests, immoral practices or
pagan customs of the old-world
society. These are utterly re-
jected as unclean. Any who
are guilty of misconduect as to
sex relations, loose conduct in
general, drunkenness, thievery,
lying or defrauding are sum-
marily cut off from the congre-
gation by disfellowshiping to
avoid contaminating others.
(Jude 4-10) No true Christian
may have sexrelations with any
other than his marriage mate.
Any other sex relations with
the opposite sex naturally or
with those of the same sex un-
naturally are wicked, shocking
and revolting. Such base prac-
tices are not a matter of pri-
vate individual interest only,
as some perverted ones claim,
but since always two or more
are involved in such acts these
are at once a violation of the
congregational interests of mor-
al cleanness, requiring imme-
giaabte disfellowshiping. W 7/15



Thursday, August 29

I am longing to see you, . . .
that there wmuay be an inter-
change of encouragement
among you, by cach one through
the other’s faith, both yours
and mine—Rom. 1:11,
2, NW,

How to carry on personal
study in the most profitable
manner is the problem. While
much personal study can best
be done alone, some find that
they benefit greatly by study-
ing in company with a close
friend or their marriage mate.
In their case this scrves, not to
supplant congregational study
meetings, but to equip them
better for participation in such
meetings. 1n hringing up their
children in the discipline aund
authoritative advice of Jehovah
parents may find it advanta-
geous to do this studying as a
family group. Ample opportu-
nity is afforded for such study
in a family consideration of
the daily text, the study of
The Watchtower, ete. The fa-
ther, who not only is the ma-
terial breadwinner of the house-
hold but also looks after their
spiritual growth, should organ-
ize such study and then see
that the schedule is followed.
W 5/1 11, 10a

Friday, August 30

They that wait for Jehoral
shall rencw  their  strength
they shall mount up with wings
as cagles; they shall run, and
not be weary; they shall walk,
and not faint.—~—Isa.
40: 31, AS.

To prevent our losing integ-
rity God has lovingly supplied
abundant safeguards and ade-
quate instruction. One of such
aids is personal and cougrega-
tional study of the Bible. What
a storchouse of spiritual riches
is contained in God’s Word!
In no situation that ean con-
front us, in no difficulty or

problem, is its counsel inade-
quate. To continue walking in
its progressively shining light
we need to study the Bible
with the aid of God-provided
study helps. The Watchtower,
this Yearbook and kindred pub-
lications are God’s provision
on his table, and we should be
ungrateful were we to neglect
or despise such provision; it
strengthens our faith when we
use that provision ; it increases
our hope and promotes growth
of love. We cannot think that
we can get too much spiritual
food. Proper feeding on spirit-
ual food gives us strength. W
8/15 8a

Saturday, August 31

In this mountain will Jehovah
of hosts make unto all peoples
o feast . . . of fat things full
of marrow, of wines on the
lees well refined.—Isa.
25:6, AS.

Let us do our utmost to be
approved ministers of God, dil-
igently studying his Word to
get from it the acceeptable sac-
rifices of praise, the unblem-
ished bullocks and f{ruits of
lips devoted to him. Meditate
on his truth, going over it in
your mind, shaping it for pub-
lic presentation, putting it in
the best form so that it will
appeal to the yet-scattered
sheep, so that it cannot be
overturned by opposition from
goats. Present it with gracious-
ness, milduess, tactfulness and
with symbolic salt, ordained to
aecompany our spiritual saeri-
fices of praise. Then they will
be words that are faithful to
Jehovah, words of permanence,
words with preserving power
for those who hear them and
obey them. With such sacrifi-
cial words we shall never be
guilty of making Jehovah's ta-
ble contemptible. We shall be
privileged to pass out from it
Jehovah’s feast of fat things
for all people of good will in
all nations. W 10/15 16a



Sunday, September 1

You were bought with a price;
stop becoming slaves of men.
—1 QCor. 7:23, NW.

After Armageddon all sur-
vivors will know Jehovah and
give him their first love. Iven
today we must give him such
love through the Son; and that
puts us in a unique relation-
ship with our Creator, for ‘he
is a God that wants to be
loved uniquely,” and “is look-
ing for such kind to worship
him.” That worship will be
with spirit and truth, and it
will be exclusive. There is no
one else involved in this love
and worship; hence it stands
alone. And when one is so ex-
clusively devoted, it suggests
another unique relationship be-
tween the two, that of master
and slave. Jehovah is the Mas-
ter because he is the Creator,
the Owner; and it is required
of the creature or owned one
to do the will of his Master.
Jehovah is our exclusive and
sole owner, He made us and he
arranged for his Son to pur-
chase us. That is why Paul
could write: “Anyone in the
Lord that was called a slave
is the Lord’s freedman: like-
wise he that was called a free
man is a slave of Christ.”
—1 Cor. 7:22, NW. W 1/1
14, 15a

Monday, September 2

Finally, go on acquiring power

in theyLord and in the fu‘ght-

iness of his strength. Stand

firm, therefore, with your loins

girded about with truth.—Eph.
6:10, 14, NW.

As Jehovah’'s witnesses we
keep separate from this world
in full dedication to Jehovah
God through Christ. Coura-
geously we expose the demon-
inspired expressions that have
issued from the mouths of the
symbolic Dragon and his polit-
ieal wild beast and false proph-
et; we warn others against the

machinations of the Devil and
preach the powerful message of
true liberation from the power
of the wicked spirit forces,
“this good news of the king-
dom.” Steadily this proclama-
tion of the good news has
pushed back the unseen con-
trol of the wicked spirit forces,
and hundreds of thousands
have come into the New World
society where the spirit of Je-
hovah prevails. Here we stand
firm, fighting with the spiritual
weapons of our theocratic war-
fare and praying, triumphing
constantly in the power of the
Lord and in the mightiness of
his strength. W 2/15 45

Tuesday, September 3

Brery man taking part in @
contest ercrcises self-control in
all things. . . . The way I am
directing my blows is so as not
to be striking the air; but I
browbcat my body and lead it
as e slave, that, after I have
preached to others, I mysclf
should not become disapproved

somehow.—1 Cor, 9:25-

27, NW.

The ancient contestants con-
trolled their conduct, their
lives, eating habits, associations,
drinking and pleasures. They
avoided all things that detract-
ed from or neutralized their
training. So too must we theo-
cratic contestants individually
control ourselves in order to be
triumphant. And let us note
that the greatest of all rules
for us today is love: to love
Jehovah with all our heart,
mind, soul and strength, and
love our neighbor as ourselves.
Love will make us keep all the
rules. (John 14:15) Realize
there is no time to waste.
Learn the rules well and how
to apply them. Practice these
things. All the rules must be
complied with. Not one can be
violated with impunity. Keep
the rules and you will achieve
victory. W 4/15 9-11a



Wednesday, September 4

In this way husbands ought to
be loving their wives as their
own bodies.—Eph. 5:28, NW.

Should one’s marriage mate
in the course of time go insane
or contract an incurable dis-
ease or a loathsome one, this
is no true basis for getting a
divorce. In this case the un-
fortunate mate must be treated
just as an injured member of
one’s body or as one's child.
The mate should be treated
with proper care, not be cut
off from relationship by legal
divorce. Despite the ailment
the sick mate remains one
flesh with the healthy one
and deserves full attention and
faithfulness as his own flesh,
This displays love for one’s
flesh and helps to lighten the
terrible situation, rather than
worsen it. The faithful mate
will not forsake the other dur-
ing illness either mental or
physical. By God’s law the
healthy one is not freed to
do so. Naaman’s wife was not
freed from him because he was
a leper, whose terrible disease
only a miracle of Almighty
God could cure, At a wedding
the mates usually vow to take
each other for better or for
worse. W 10/1 21

Thursday, September 5

Joshua said to the pcople:
“You are witnesses against
yourselves that youw of your
own accord have chosen Jeho-
vah for yourselves, to serve
him.” To this they said: “We
are witnesses.”—Josh.
24:22, NW.

Yes, dedicated service to God
is a personal choice for each
onc to make. So each one of
those undedicated persons has
today the same freedom to
choose, a choice of life or
death. If you deliberately re-
fuse to dedicate yourself to Je-
hovah in this judgment day in

which we now are living, your
life will end at Armageddon if
not before, and without even
a hope of a resurrection., On
the other hand, if you will-
ingly dedicate your heart, mind,
strength and substance to God
and his kingdom, you will be
choosing God’s way that leads
to life everlasting, Thereby you
will become one of more than
six hundred thousand faithful
dedicated slaves of Jchovah,
who have his spirit of love and
power and soundness of mind
upon them; and who, as & re-
sult, are fear-free, undaunted,
zealous, courageous fighters for
truth and righteousness against
great odds. W 7/1 18, 16

Friday, September 6

It is @ means of great guin,
this godly devotion elong with
self-sufficiency. For we have
brought nothing into the world,
and neither can we carry any-
thing out. So, having suste-
nance and covering, we shall
be content with these things.
—1 Tim. 6:6-8 NW.

A trap that our wily foe, Sa-
tan the Devil, is always ready
to snare us with is entangle-
ment with commercial inter-
ests because of love of what
the present system of things
offers. Demas. Paul’s compan-
ion in the ministry, was one
who stepped aside in this way.,
(2 Tim. 4: 10, NW) We can-
not serve two masters accept-
ably, nor can a soldier involve
himself in the commercial busi-
nesses of life and yet “meet the
approval of the one who en-
rolled him as a soldier.” (2
Tim. 2:4, NW) Paul had to
support himself, but he never
permitted it to stop his minis-
try, and we should take the
same point of view. There is no
need for us to store up for
the future. All we need, as
with any soldier, are provisions
for the day, and with food and
clothing we should be content.
W 6/15 14a



Saturday, September 7

[Tehovah] is to be feared more
than all other gods. For all
the gods of the peoples are
worthless sqods.-—-Ps.
96:4, 5, NW.

Today everywhere on earth
there exists fear in the hearts
of the people. But this fear
is not mixed with the fear of
Jehovah. Besides fearing things
they discern as about to come
upon the earth, they fear their
visible gods, the mighty ones
that they idolize in politics, in
business, in militarism and in
popular religion. To these the
people ascribe the power and
works and adoration that be-
long only to the one living and
true God, Jehovah. The fear
that the ﬁ)eople have toward
these earthly gods is merely a
fear of awesome Inen, mere
human creatures who will die.
But Jehovah is more to be
feared than these mortal gods
on earth. These gods can only
violently kill one’s human body,
but Jehovah is able to destroy
one’s soul as well as body in
cverlasting death, from which
there is no resurrection of the
dead. (Matt. 10:28) How ur-
gent it is to awaken the fear
of Jehovah among those who
want life! W 12/15 4, ba

Sunday, September 8

I delight to do thy will, O my
God; yea, thy low is within
my heart.—Ps. }0:8, AS.

“Quit being fashioned after
this system of things, but be
transformed by making your
mind over,” Paul tells those
who would serve God. (Rom.
12:2, NW) That means a per-
son must reverse his set of val-
ues. Instead of looking upon
material riches as the world
does, he must look upon them
as Paul did, as refuse. He will
not give them the chief posi-
tion in his life that he once
did. What he now places the

most value on is the service of
the great Life-giver, Jehovah.
In this way he ceases to be
fashioned after this present sys-
tem of things. He dedicates his
life to the doing of God’s will
as did Jesus, who said: Let
“not my will, but yours take
place.” (Luke 22:42, NW)
He also adopts the mental at-
titude expressed by David at
Psalm 40: 8. He then engages
in the Kingdom ministry along
with others who have made
this dedication. These dedicated
ones now form a New World
society of faithful witnesses
who give testimony to the su-
Eremacy and purposes of Je-
ovah God. W 3/15 3a

Monday, September 9

If any brother has an unbeliev-
ing wife, and yet she is agree-
able to dwelling with him, let
him not leave her.—1 Cor.
12,

So difference of religion, ei-
ther from before marriage or
only since getting married, is
no reason why a couple should
separate. It is no basis for a
divorce that would free them
to marry others. If the hus-
band should believe and come
into God’s truth before his wife
does, he should stick to his wife
if hig change of religion makes
no difference with her or even
if she objects. The thing is,
Does she want to continue liv-
ing with him under the cir-
cumstances, which his accept-
ing the truth should really
make better circumstances? If
she does, then he should not
lcave her. His staying with her
gives him the opportunity to
talk the truth to her, or at
least to live the truth before
her, and possibly by his course
help her to accept the truth
and get salvation to life in
God’s new world. This oppor-
tunity holds true also for the
wife who believes the truth
and still remaing with her hus-
band. W 10/1 24



Tuesday, September 10

They speak vain words, swear-
ing falsely in making cove-
nants.—Hos. 10: 4, AS.

Never take an oath to do
a thing and then prove false
to it by failing to do what
you swore to do. That means
“swearing falsely in making
covenants.” Shimei, who had
cursed the fleeing King David,
swore in Jehovah’s name to
Solomon not to leave Jcrusa-
lem the rest of his days. When
he proved false to his oath by
leaving Jerusalem to recover
two escaped slaves, he died
with his blood upon his own
head. Likewise Zedekiah acted
a lie against the oath of Je-
hovah. This oath in Jehovah’s
name he made before Nebuchad-
nezzar to guarantee that he
would be obediently subject to
his Babylonian overlord. After
eight years of keeping this cov-
enant he looked to Ifgypt for
help and rebelled, thus despis-
ing the oath of Jehovah and
suggesting that nothing could
be guaranteed by Jehoval's
name. Zedekiah felt how Jeho-
vah hated false oaths when his
city fell, his sons were killed
before his eyes, his own eyes
were blinded and he was car-
ried off captive to die in Bab-
ylon. W 2/1 47, 48

Wednesday, September 11

Little children, guard your-
selves from idols.—1 John
All Jehovah’s servants today

must be alert to the wiles of

the Devil. All should be aware
and be able to recognize the
subtle schemes of idolatry and
concealed snares that may de-
liver us into the clutches of

Satan. Failure to heed God’s

Word ruined the children of

Israel. Bad associations cor-

rupt good morals, of youth and

adults alike. Christian children
of the King would consider it
unimaginable to follow the

course of false religion. But
Satan is the god of this system
of things and is therefore the
god of false worship of any
kind, and there are many va-
rieties. Some worship science,
others creatures and still others
sensual pleasures. Deadly bait
are all such injurious practices.
Permitted to seep into the
heart and mind of youth they
weaken the strong and ensnare
the weak and break down the
walls of protection provided
by the sure Word of God.
Death is the penalty for wor-
shiping false gods of any kind.
So heed the above counsel of
the apostle John. W 5/15 8-10a

Thursday, September 12

And now why do you wait?
Rise and be baptized,
—Acts 22: 16, RS.

With Armageddon coming on
apace, the favorable time for
salvation is now, not later.
Now, not later, God’s patience
is waiting for all who want
to live to seek him while he
can yet be found. Now, not
later, is the time te flee to the
theocratic mountains for safe-
ty. Now, therefore, is no time
to postpone dedicating oneself
to Jehovah God. So do not put
off till tomorrow what should
be done now when you appreci-
ate what dedication means and
what blessings it brings. If
you have real faith and hope
and are a person of good will to-
ward God, and you have knowl-
edge, understanding and ap-
preciation of dedication, and
if you are morally and Scrip-
turally clean, then in the secret
of your prayer you should sol-
emnly vow to Jehovah God
that you will henceforth and
forever worship and serve him
exclusively, and that you will
do his will as set forth in his
written Word, come what may.
And having done that, then be
baptized in obedience to Mat-
thew 28:19, 20. W 7/1 20



Friday, September 13

If .. . her husband has heard
it and has kept silent toward
her on the day of his hearing
it, then her vows must stand
. . . But if her husband on
the day of hearing it should
forbid her, then he has an-
nulled her vow that was upon
her or the thoughtless promise
of her lips.—Num.
30:6-8 NW.

Adam at once knew that Eve
had been deceived by the ser-
pent and had sinned. He was
not deceived but Xve was “thor-
oughly deccived and came to be
in transgression.” Eve did not
speak or act for him her head.
The head was to decide and
Adam must either approve of
her sin by joining her know-
ingly, willingly, in eating the
stolen fruit or disavow her act
and stop it immediately from
becoming the practice in his
household. Jehovah’s theocratic
law, later stated to the nation
of Israel, agreed with this. So
Adam could have reproved Eve
and let God be true and the
Serpent the Devil a liar, thus
vindicating himself as no party
to her breaking of God's law.
God had appointed him head.
He should have respected God's
appointment and resisted Eve’s
acting as head in making de-
cisions. W 9/1 6Ga

Saturday, September 14

In case . . . your companion
who is like your own soul,
should try to allure you in
scerecy, saying, “Let us go
and serve other gods,” ... you
should kill him without fail.
—Deut. 13: 6, 9, NW.

This was to ensure the pres-
ervation of Jehovah’s worship
without pollution and the keep-
ing of his righteous command-
ments, thereby also preserving
the qualities of virtue in gen-
eral, Virtue has reference to
moral practice or action con-

formative to the standard of
right, excellence and integrity
of course, uprightness of con-
duct, rectitude, morality, It is
an active quaiity, whether of
physical or moral nature, of
strength, courage and valor. It
has reference to excellence of
any kind, merit, worth, value,
chastity, purity. Since the
righteous God, Jehovah, is the
author of all these virtuous
clements, his worship is in-
volved in them all, and a de-
parture from his worship is
a departure from all virtue.
Therefore the extermination of
devil worshipers from Israel
served to preserve true wor-
ship and virtue. W 11/1 15

Sunday, September 15

Make a joyful noise unto Je-
hovah, all ye lands.—Ps.
100: 1, AS.

God’s love is so great that
his salvation embraces many,
even a_ great crowd of other
sheep. We ean tell this good
news of his salvation by our
speaking mouth or by the
speaking printed page. And for
telling the good nmews we are
not limited to one place. We
can tell it daily, in our homes
to members of our own fami-
ly, in the doorways of other
people by going from house to
house, in public places aside
from on the platform, even un-
derground in totalitarian lands,
in prisons and in concentration
and slave labor camps. In iso-
lated places we can tell the
good news, or as congregation
publishers. Still better, one can
tell it as a full-time pioneer,
even as a missionary in foreign
lands. One may be favored
with telling the good news as
a zone, district or circuit serv-
ant, or as a public speaker.
Thus in many capacities the
telling of the good news may
be done, and each of us should
be faithful in his capacity. W
12/15 15a



Monday, September 16

Keep yourselves free from ev-
ery form of wickedness.
—1 Thess. 5:22, NW.

A marriage agent of the con-
gregation cannot perform the
marriage of a couple while they
are disfellowshiped because of
uncleanness. 1t is a spiritually
curative step for the immoral
couple to confess their sin to
God and then to the congrega-
tion committee and express re-
pentance and prove their re-
pentance by refraining from
further unclean relations be-
tween themselves and submit
to the probation period and re-
quirements that the committee
imposes upon them before it
can allow them a religious
marriage. It is against good
judgment, therefore, for par-
ents to allow or even to en-
courage 2 daughter of fifteen
or sixteen years to go a long
distance from home and get a
job and rent a room just to
be near her boy friend, to
whom she is engaged. Likewise
parents should not allow a hoy
and a girl to take a vacation
trip or a camping tour togeth-
er for a week or two, as this
puts them in the way of temp-
tation that can and often does
lead to fornication. W 9/15
20, 21

Tuesday, September 17

So, then, while her husband is
livang, she would be styled an
adulteress if she became an-
other man’s.—Rom. 7:3, NW.

When a Christian asks God's
forgiveness for the course he
has taken in unscripturally di-
vorcing his mate it does not
free him to remarry. His being
forgiven his sins in general
does not cancel or annul the
legal marriage that was dis-
solved on unscriptural grounds.
It does not change his married
status. If it did, then the di-
vorcer of another on unscrip-

tural grounds would mnot be
committing adultery by re-
marrying. Remember this: a
marriage broken up by un-
seriptural divorce either before
or after one dedicates one-
self to God is not really dis-
solved in God’s sight by asking
his forgiveness of sins. Ilence
remarriage without Scriptural
permission or authorization is
adulterous and the congrega-
tion will disfellowship the of-
fender. Likewise, if a %hristian
married a worldly person that
was divorced on unseriptural
grounds, that Christian is com-
mitting fornication and should
be disfellowshiped. W 10/1 40

Wednesday, September 18

Let a man so appraise us as
being subordinates of Christ
and stewards of sacred secrcts
of God. Besides, in this case,
what is looked for in stewards
is for a man to be found faith-
ful.—1 Cor. 4:1, 2, NW.

Among the interests that the
Lord Jesus committed to the
care of his disciples are the
‘Word of Jehovah, his name,
his kingdom and the ministry
of reconciliation, The interests
entrusted must be increased,
even as Jesus indicated in his
illustrations of the minas and
talents. This is a rule of jus-
tice. Encouragement is to be
given to the industrious. Those
who go out of their way to do
things should have their serv-
ice privileges enlarged. Those
who work for increase God
blesses, and gives increase
to. The ones who are negli-
gent and slothful lose what
they have. Therefore we must
treasure our service privileges
with great care so that they
inerease. The reward for faith-
ful, diligent service is greater
responsibility. Walking in the
fear of Jehovah and with fer-
vent prayer is the way to qual-
ify for increased privileges. W
11/15 5,6



Thursday, September 19

When you make a vow to God

do not delay in fulfilling it;

or he has no pleasure in fools!

hat yow vow, fulfil!—Hccl.
5: 4 AT.

In making a dedication you
must determine in your heart
and mind that henceforth you
will serve God with everything
you have. You realize that only
by making this dedication can
you get life from God through
Christ. The seriousness of this
you begin to realize. Jehovah
has no pleasure in those who
make vows and then break
them. Yes, baptism is a very
serious_aet, linked with life,
for it involves the making of
a vow before God. Persons who
are not true to their agreement
are deserving of death. It is
therefore proper for the minis-
ter talking to the candidates
to ascertain that they appre-
ciate that they are sinners
needing salvation, that salva-
tion comes only from God
through Christ, and that on
this basis they have unreserv-
edly dedicated themselves to
God to do his will as he re-
veals it to them through Christ
and through the Bible under
the enlightenment of the holy
spirit. W 7/1 4, 16, 20, 21a

Friday, September 20

Judge me, O Jehovah, for I
have walked in mine integrity :
I have trusted also in Jehovah
without wavering. Examine me,
O Jehovah, and prove me; try
my heart and my mind.~—Ps.
? 1

The integrity-keeper has
clean hands and a pure heart
because as a faithful watch-
man he continues to give the
warning, With David of old
he can say: “I will wash my
hands in innocency: so will I
compass thine altar, O Jeho-
vah; that T may make the voice
of thanksgiving to be heard,

and tell of all thy wondrous
works.” (Ps. 26:6, 7, 48

The upright find the wag of
Jehovah a stronghold to them.
God is a shield to those who
walk in integrity. He guides
and preserves them to everlast-
ing life. Jehovah’s prophets of
old endured and were faithful.
With them Christ, his apostles
and other faithful early Chris-
tians jubilantly joined in say-
ing, ‘Keep integrity I’ And now
our present-day brothers, en-
during great persecution, also
urge us to keep integrity. God’s
mighty organization, invisible
and visible, stands ready to
lllglp us keep integrity. W 8/15

a

Saturday, September 21

Let the older wmen who preside
in a right way be reckoned
worthy of double honor, espe-
cially those who work hard in
speaking and teaching.
—1 Tim. 5:17, NW.

Since the faithful and dis-
crect slave has been entrusted
with all the Master’s goods,
then let us appreciate that
whatever that slave does is for
our good. And since the “slave”
is directed by Jehovah’s will,
rebellion against the slave is
really rebellion against God.
A proper mental attitude to-
ward the slave’s direction is a
part of keeping pace with the
New World society. Obedience
to and respect for theocratic
representation are also a re-
gquirement in Jehovah’s organi-
zation. Jehovah is responsible
for the organization of his
creatures and delegates power
and authority to these and di-
rects what honor should be
given them. Earthly overseers
represent God in their assign-
ment just as much as heavenly
ones do. The respect that wives
should have for their husbands
demonstrates the need for or-
der and respect within the
Christian congregation for del-
egated authority. W 6/1 11, 13a



Sunday, September 22

Jehovah your God is a consum-
ing fire, a Qod ecxacting ex-
clusive devotion.—Decut.

4

Jehovah rightfully demands
exclusive devotion. But when
this exclusive devotion is given
to him it must be of our own
choice. We must desire to give
it willingly, gladly. No one will
drive us into this position or
push us into the service of Je-
hovah. But of our study of
His Word, our wanting to do
Jehovah's will, it is our in-
clination, our prefelence to be
in full harmony with God and
his purposes and to be his
slave, even as Jesus was de-
lighted to do the will of his
¥ather. All who have thus
dedicated their lives to Jecho-
vabh must realize that being a
Christian is a serious thing.
Nor should we think that be-
cause of our dedication God is
now obligated to do everything
for us. God certainly will carry
out his part of the agreement
in blessing and caring for us,
but we must also carry out our
part. We must show that we
are obedient slaves. Our lives
are dependent upon our true,
genuine worship, and ‘the Fa-
ther is looking for such kind of
worship.” W 1/1 19, 21a

Monday, September 23

Let marriage be held in honor
among all, and let the marriage
bed be undefiled; for God will
judge the immoral and adul-
terous.—Heb. 13: 4, RS.

Marriage true and clean is
a privilege from God. He him-
self arranged it, and “there is
no uumghteousnevs in him.”
Happy are the Christians that
are faithful to the divinely im-
posed obligations of their mar-
riage. They uphold the true
dignity and honorableness of
this divine institution. They

take to heart the Christian
commandment quoted above,
They enjoy not primarily the
pleasures of the fleshly rela-
tionship but chiefly the spir-
itual opportunities that this
close union of the two sexes
affords them. This fulfills the
idealness of marriage and earns
God’s approval and blessing.
It makes wedlock a help to-
ward gaining salvation and
serving the Most High God. It
vindicates Jehovah in lovingly
instituting this provision for
man’s joy and for fulfilling the
divine purpose. So let husbands
keep loving their wives as
themselves and let wives have
deep respect for their husbands.
W 10/1 42

Tuesday, September 24

Let_your utterance be always
with graciousness, secasoned
with salt, so as to know how
you ought to give an answer to
each one—Col. 4: 6, NW.

Because his true followers by
their example and by preach-
ing would be an influence to
preserve from moral decay, Je-
sus called them the salt of the
earth. Salt is also mentioned in
connection with their words of
preaching. And just as Israel's
material sacrifices were salted
50 our words are to be seasoned
with salt in that they are to be
pure in truth, to have a pre-
serving effect upon both the
speaker and the hearer, and to
be loyal and faithful to Jeho-
vah, not despising his name or
making his table appear con-
temptible. The words offered
are to be appetizing to lovers
of rightcousness. And as salt
is an appetizing seasoning in
the food of both man and beast,
so our word sacrifices are to
be seasoned with spiritual salt,
not being tasteless and insipid,
but being appetizing, friendly,
faithful and with preserving

power.—Job 6: 6; Isa. 30: 24,
AT W 10/15 2a



Wednesday, September 25

It is not good for the man to
continue by himself.—~Gen.,
3 y

The need that man feels to live
in society is one of the primi-
tive laws of nature from which
flow our duties and rights, and
the existence of society depends
upon the respecting of the
rights of all. That is why God
provided Adam with a comple-
ment. No normal human de-
sires to live as a hermit, alone
by himself in a secluded spot.
Rather, the warm friendship
and the active association of
our like-minded fellow men are
keenly desired. Where devel-
oped in a wholesome way, such
social interests bring joy and
contentment. In harmony with
these natural interests of socia-
bility Jehovah’s witnesses to-
day are being gathered into
ever-wider circles of congrega-
tions taking a personal interest
in their brothers as they form
a remarkable New World so-
ciety today in 160 different
lands, All righteously disposed
sheeplike persons are being aid-
ed to see that it is to their best
individual interest of present
safety and future life to flee
now to Jehovah’s New World
society. W 7/15 15, 16a

Thursday, September 26

You must love Jehovah your
God with your whole heart and
with your whole soul and with
your whole mind and with your
whole strength [or, vital force].
—Mark 12: 30, NW.

That certainly leaves noth-
ing out; and to love and serve
Jehovah to that extent means
nothing less than complete ded-
ication to him. Can we imagine
Jesus saying he was too busy
with his earpenter duties to
take on the responsibilities of
dedication as Jehovah’s minis-
ter? Or can we picture him

taking the attitude that preach-
ing from house to house was
beneath his dignity or that it
required too much of his time
and energy ? No, Jesus not only
preached dedication but he first
of all dedicated himself to do
Jehovah’s will. To be true
Christians we must follow in
the footsteps of Christ, even
as to his very first step of
making a dedication of himself
to do the will of his Father.
We cannot imagine the apos-
tles making excuses and trying
to postpone or dodge their fol-
lowing the dedicated footsteps
of Jesus, can we? Not at all!
Paul said: ‘“Become imitators
of me, even as I am of Christ.”
W 7/1 10-12

Friday, September 27

He began to say to them: “The
harvest, indeed, is great, but
the workers are few. Thercfore
beg the Master of the harvest
to send out workers into his
harvest.”—Luke 10:2, NW.

Jesus likened our day to har-
vesttime, when there is much
work to be done but not much
time iu which to do it. Today
Jehovah, the Master of the har-
vest, has answered the above
prayer of his anointed witness-
es, the ones commissioned by
him to preach the good news
of his kingdom, by sending
more than six hundred thou-
sand workers earth-wide to aid
in the ingathering of those in
the world who are of good will
toward God. In spite of this
vast number, the harvest is
still great and help is urgently
needed. Shall we continue to
petition Jehovah to send more?
Yes, for Jehovah has blessed
the productive efforts of his
witnesses. That is how the
number has risen to this amaz-
ing figure. That has been Je-
hovah’s answer in the past. So
it will be in the future. W
12/1 3a



Saturday, September 28

No man serving as a soldier
involves himsclf in the com-
mercial busincsses of life, in
order that he may meet the
approval of the one who en-
rolled him as a soldier.
—2 Tim. 2: 4, NW.

To be unnecessarily tied
down to this old world damp-
ens our spirits, impedes our
progress and tends to destroy
the joy we get from serving
Jehovah. In fact, if old-world
pursuits are not controlled,
they will bring us to a dead
stop. Each one should ask him-
self: Where do I stand in rela-
tion to the New World society ?
Am I neglecting New World
interests for old world pur-
suits? Are my responses to
theocratic calls like those of
the faithful prophets and apos-
tles? Or am I letting sccular
interests swallow up my time?
We gain a hundredfold of all
that we give up, and more. The
anointed remnant will gain in
addition thereto a glorious life
in the heavens as Christ’s bride
and the other sheep everlasting
life on a paradisc earth. All
this for not losing faith, but
helievingly moving ahead with
the New World society, in its
journey to the mnew world.
W 6/116, 17

Sunday, September 29

Bow down to Jehovah in holy

adornment. Be in scvere pangs

becausc of him, all the earth.
—Ps. 96: 9, NW.

Our worship of Jehovah
must be done in holy adorn-
ment. He cannot be worshiped
in moral uncleanness. He can-
not be worshiped by means of
material or viswal idols, to
which a so-called relative wor-
ship is claimed to be given but
which use of images makes one
an unclean idolator in God’s
sight. No; but he must be wor-
shiped in a spiritual adorn-

ment that testifies that one
loves, worships and serves Je-
hovah as the only true God;
also that one accepts his Son
Jesus as his now-reigning King
and as the one High Priest
who provided the ransom sac-
rifice to God to lift the divine
condemnation from us and to
free us from the power of sin
and its penalty death; and,
further, that one has accepted
the privilege and responsibility
of being a witness of Jehova
just as his Chief Son Jesus
was. At Armageddon all those
who refuse to worship Jehovah
thus in holy adornment will be
in severe pangs because of him.
W 12/15 10a

Monday, September 30

There are eunuchs that have
made themselves cunuchs be-
ceuse of the kingdom of the
heavens—AMatt, 19:12, NW,
Yes, those who voluntarily
remain virgins for the sake of
God's kingdom Jesus called
self-made eunuchs. Not that
they make themselves eunuchs
by physically castrating them-
selves, as did the religionist
Origen, who produced the fa-
mous fHeraple edition of the
“Old Testament” in the third
century. They do it by making
room for it in their hearts,
willingly resolving to  keep
themselves physically in the
state of singlencss like that of
a cunuch who could not marry.
‘What keeps them from marry-
ing is not necessarily a vow
of celibacy nor seclf-castration
or some physical disability, but
is their overpowering desire to
apply themselves to the scrvice
of God’s kingdom as fully as
possible, and the more so now
that the Kingdom was estab-
lished in the heavens in 1914
and this good news of the
Kingdom must be preached for
the purpose of a witness be-
cause the complete end of this
doomed world is constantly
getting closer, W 10/1 4a



Tuesday, October 1

Continue applying yourself to
public reading, to exhortation,
to teaching. Ponder over these
things, be absorbed in them.
—1 Tim. 4:13, 15, NW.
By doing this our advance-
ment will be manifest to all
and we shall neither be in-
active nor unfruitful in ac-
curate knowledge and good
works. Peter and John were
able to give a bold witness be-
cause they had been with Jesus
and learned of him. By his
knowledge and the spirit with
which he spoke Stephen con-
founded the enemies of the
good news. Our Bible studies
are upbuilding because those
participating have studied. A
ublic lecture about the King-
om is inspiring and instruc-
tive because the speaker has
devoted much thought and time
to its preparation through
study. The brothers came to
the meeting to give, not just to
receive. Sometimes a hostess
spends much time preparing
material food for a lecturer,
but an extra-big meal is not
required. Martha'’s sister Mary,
by choosing to take in spiritual
knowledge, was commended by
Jesus for having chosen the
better part. W 8/15 9a

Wednesday, October 2

Unto us a child is born, . . .
and his name shall be called
Wonderful, Counsellor, Mighty
God, Hverlasting Father.
—Isa. 9:6, 7,

When Jesus was on earth
he did not get married. He was
the perfect Son of God from
heaven and he had not come
to this earth to get married
and become a human father,
tied down to this earth. God
had set before his Son a far
grander fatherhood that would
be of benefit to untold numbers
of the human family, living
and dead. When Jesus was
born in Bethlehem, then what

God had foretold about him
began to come true, and God’s
people on earth could take up
the prophetic words above. By
marrying a human bride and
raising his own human family
he could not become an Ever-
lasting Father to us who are
children of our first father
Adam, who sinned and plunged
us into death., Jesus came into
that wonderful position of
Everlasting Father because he
did not get married on earth
but, instead, put aside the op-
portunity of becoming the
father of his own human
family by laying down his hu-
man life for us. W 9/15 3, 4

Thursday, October 8

Keep testing whether you are
in the faith, kecep proving
what you yourselves are.
—2 Cor. 18: 5, NW.

Good habits are not formed
automatically. Good habits
must be cultivated by hard
work. And for the most part
good habits are the result of
diligent application of God’s

ord. Bad habits will draw
us away from the New World
society. So check your habits.
Ask yourself: How would
Jesus have handled the matter
demanding self-control? Copy
his example. If about to enter
upon a doubtful course, ask
yourself : Will this course en-
rich or corrupt my apprecia-
tion of the Creator? What will
happen if I let things develop
to the fullest extent? Will the
fruit be theoeratic, or will it
be detrimental to my spiritual
welfare? So keep testing to see
if you are in pace with the
New World society by checking
your mental attitude, your
disposition, your conduct and
your progress. Keep maturing
not only onward with years in
the truth, but also upward, as
it were, in spirituality, appre-
ciation, love and understanding.
W 6/19a



Friday, October 4

For as often as you eat this
loaf and drink this cup, you
keep proclaiming the death of
the Lord, until he arrives.
—1 Cor. 11:26, NW,

But why was eating the
Lord’s evening meal not dis-
continued after the Lord Jesus
came into his kingdom Qctober,
1914, or at least after he came
with Jehovah to the temple as
“messenger of the covenant”
in the spring of 19187 Well,
at the time of either of those
events Christ did not take his
followers from their fleshly
condition into his personal
presence. He left them in the
flesh and hence they were
still “absent from the Lord.”
So the remnant, while still
absent from him because of
their flesh, eat the Lord’s eve-
ning meal in remembrance of
him from whom they are
absent. If in this sense they are
absent from him, then from
this standpoint he has not
come for them and turned the
mere remembrance into actual
sight of him and presence with
him in heaven. So the rem-
nant of his body must keep on
eating the Lord’s evening meal
on earth until they are glo-
rified, even after surviving Ar-
mageddon. W 1/15 13-15a

Saturday, October §

ITave regard for those who are
working hard among you and
presiding over you in the Lord
end admonishing you, and to
give them more than extraor-
dinary consideration in love
because of their work.
—1 Thess. 5: 12, 13, NW.

In the Christian congrega-
tion all must sincerely wish
to preserve Jechovah’s virtues
among men. We must respect
the decision of the servants in
such a matter as disfellow-
shiping. OQur questioning it
would be inconsistent with our

profession of faith in God and
in his Word and our profession
of the desire to see it operate
among his people. It would be
inconsistent with our joining
in the New World society in
its wonderful work of expan-
sion of clean worship. It would
show a lack of trust, whereas
our co-operation and conform-
ance to the disfellowshiping
that was done in behalf of all
is showing trust by all of us
who are in fellowship. There-
fore it is necessary that all in
the congregation accept the
policy of the congregation,
cven as Paul indicates above.
W 11/1 22a

Sunday, October 6
Say among the nations: “Je-
hovah himself has become

king.”—Ps. 96 : 10, NW.

Armageddon is fast nearing.
There are still unknown num-
bers of people of good will to
be brought into God’s provision
of salvation. More than ever
the time is here for action, for
the message of the hour to be
pealed forth. Yes, Jehovah’s
established government is a
cause for universal rejoicing.
It is the kingdom of salvation
for both heaven and earth. The
salvation already begun by it is
the good news that the wit-
nesses are commanded to tell
from day to day. We are in-
structed not to miss a day in
telling it. Why? Because the
days to tell it are limited be-
fore Armageddon, in fact, are
getting fewer with each pass-
ing day. Not a single day dare
wc leave it out of mind, for
the kingdom of salvation is the
thing that Jesus said we should
keep seeking first, together with
righteousness from God. Every
day brings opportunities to tell
of the salvation that it has
brought and will bring, that
others may be impelled to seek
the Kingdom too. Are you
making good use of them?
W 12/15 13, 14a



Monday, October 7

Adulteresses, do you not know
that the friendship with the
world is enmity with God?
Whoever, therefore, wants to
be a friend of the world is con-
stituting himself an enemy of
God.—Jas. 4: 4,

Such spiritually adulterous
friendship with the world is
no ground for divorce, because
this mere friendship does not
make anybody one flesh with
one of the opposite sex adulter-
ously. True, an unbeliever is a
friend of this world. However,
Paul did not argue from this
that a believer had the right to
leave the unbelieving mate. To
the contrary, it was perfectly
proper, and altogether moral,
for them to keeE living to-
gether if the unbeliever was
agreeable to this. By this keep-
ing together as a couple the
unbeliever might be helped to-
ward salvation in the new
world, which help would not be
possible if the two were said
to be improperly living to-
gether and the believer was
therefore said to be conniving
at spiritual adultery by the
worldling. Yes, only physical
adultery gives Seriptural
ground for divorce with remar-
riage. W 10/1 21, 26

Tuesday, October 8

For Adam was formed first,

and then Bve. Also Adam was

not dcceived, but the woman
was thoroughly deceived.
—1 Tim. 2:18, 14, NW.

What brought the first hu-
man marriage under imperfect
conditions? First of all, it was
a failure to recognize the right
relations that God had set up
between the husband and the
wife and their refusal to hold
to those relations. Adam and
LEve belonged to cach other,
just as a head and a body
belong to each other. Adam
taught Eve. Especially he told

her how to live forever in Eden
as the mother of a perfect hu-
man family by telling her the
special commandment of God.
And even as he had taught her
that, it was his responsibility
as head over her to enforce thig
life-protecting law. If he loved
her he would enforce this law,
because to do so would be also
to love himself. And by this
law enforcement Adam would
specially love their Life-giver,
whom they were to love more
than themselves or each other.
But both failed to put God
first, Today many human mar-
riages fail for the same reason.
W 9/1 2a

Wednesday, October 9
Brery day will I bless thee.
—Ps. 145:2.

Parents may argue that in
applying the admonition of Je-
hovah in training their children
to understand their proper
place in the New World soci-
ety, they have tried everything,
but to no avail. But have they?
Have they tried habit? Iow
about the good habit of discuss-
ing the daily text each morn-
ing? Can you picture what a
firm groove that would imbed
in the child’s mind and how it
would help to keep before the
child the purposes of God?
Then, too, how about a regular
Bible study in the home for
the benefit of the entire fam-
ily? Does your family study
The Watchtower together some
evening before the meeting?
This also can become a good
habit. How about the habit of
regular meeting attendance?
Being present at every Watch-
tower study can become such a
strong habit that it will not be
broken by light excuses. At-
tendance at other meetings
should also become a good
habit. The psalmist blessed Je-
hovah every day. Train your
children to do the same.
W 5/15 1a



Thursday, October 10

Let your reasonableness be-
come known to all men.—Phil.
: 5, X

The journey to the new
world calls for self-control.
Moses, after serving diligently
and faithfully for many years,
did not enter the Promised
Land, because at one time he
allowed himself to be driven to
anger and in 2 moment of rage
failed to sanctify Jehovah in
the eyes of Israel. Those travel-
ing to the antitypical Promised
Land must be on guard against
losing self-control, which is
moderation and seclf-discipline
in all things. As we give up
habits of the old world and
take up the habits of the new,
we want to adopt a reasonable,
sensible course in all we do.
The wise man’s advice is: “Be
not righteous overmuch, and do
not make yourself overwise;
why should you destroy your-
self? Be not wicked overmuch,
neither be a fool; why should
you die before your time?”
(Ecel. 7:16, 17, RS) This
means self-control, a knowledge
of when to begin and when to
end. Not becoming one-sided
but keeping balanced in all
things is an important feature
in keeping pace with the New
World society. W 6/1 5a

Friday, October 11

I was glad when they said unto
me, Let us go unto the house
of Jehovah.—Ps, 122:1, AS.

The value of attending our
meetings does not end with
learning and coming to onencss
of mind and improving our
sacrifice of praise. There is a
value from just the association
together. There scems to be a
concentration of God's spirit
there that buoys up our own
spirits theocratically. Bad as-
sociations spoil useful habits,
but good associations erase
harmful habits and put good

ones in their place. Scattered
out in the seas of humanity
alienated from Jehovah we are
like tiny islands in constant
danger of being worn down to
the sea’s level by the endless
surf, but when we come to-
gether we draw strength from
one another to become a strong
land impervious to the assult-
ing seas. We take on fresh
courage and fearlessness, re-
newing our strength to resist
the world. If we let ourselves
be kept from meetings we shall
soon give out. “So let us not
give up in doing what is right,
for in due season we shall reap
by not giving out.”—Gal, 6: 9,
NW. W 10/15 14

Saturday, October 12

I kate doudble-minded men, but
love thy law.—Ds.
119:113, RS.

Those who are halfhearted
are hated by Jehovah and by
Jesus Christ. (Hos. 7:8) Oh,
they want the prize of life all
right. They like to be with the
witnesses of Jehovah, but they
are lukewarm about it. They
want to feel the excitement.
They like the celebrating. Yet
they do not do anything to give
cause for celebrating. Because
they are neither hot nor cold
Christ will vomit them out of
his mouth. (Rev. 3:14-1G)
Those running in the ancient
Greek games knew it meant
they had to put every ounce
of strength into the contest.
How about us? Do we put the
race first in order to endure to
the end? Jesus told us to scek
first the Kingdom and God’s
righteousness. Only by doing
this can we win. Do not
let anything—f{amily, business,
pleasure, desires, or anything
clse—intervene in the contest.
It will put in jeopardy your
triumph. Unswervingly deter-
mine to stick in the contest
111r13til final victory. W 4/15

-3a



Sunday, October 13

Get under my yoke with me
. .. for my yoke is kindly and
my load is light.—Alatt.
11:29, 30, NW, mar.

All people are able to talk in
some language and express
their  feelings and their
thoughts. And if one has a real,
deep feeling of devotion to Je-
hovah and has the mind of Je-
hovah as expressed in his
Word, then he will preach the
good news to others. This in
itself certainly is not a difiicult
task. Those of mankind who
have been toiling and slaving
in the Devil’s organization and
have made themselves slaves to
it Jesus invites to leave their
loaded-down condition and
come to him and be refreshed.
Jesus does not ask us to take
the yoke upon ourselves and do
all the work alone, but only to
pull the same load and do the
same thing that he did when he
was upon earth. His assigned
work was to preach to the lost
sheep of Isracl and get them
in line for the blessings of
God’s kingdom. Likewise our
primary work is to preach the
Triumphant Kingdom message
throughout all the world for a
witness. W 1/1 2b

Monday, October 14

He who commits adultery has
no sense; he who does it de-
stroys himsc%—Prov.
6:32, RS.

One improperly marrying
must be disfellowshiped as
committing adultery, and thus
comes into a dangerous condi-
tion that threatens his eternal
existence. Only reinstatement
can save him. But the unscrip-
turally remarried person may
not be fully taken back into
the congregation on mere re-
pentance. He, after reinstate-
ment, must be subject to a
sufficiently long period of pro-
bation, at least a year, to let

him show the fruits of a sin-
cere repentance together with a
right respect for marriage.
Even if his former, unsecrip-
turally divorced wife should die
or remarry after he did, he
must still repent, confess, make
application for reinstatement
and submit to the probation
period. If the repentance bears
the required fruitage of a
proper fulfillment of his obliga-
tions in the new Iegal marriage
and if then he is fully re-
admitted to the congregation,
he is ever after disqualified
from holding any official, exem-
plary responsible office or
privilege in the congregation.
W 10/1 41

Tuesday, October 15

Walk humbly with your God.
—AMic, 6:8, NW.

A person who is more afraid
of displeasing Jehovah than he
is of displeasing creatures can
be trusted. To walk with Je-
hovah is a blessed state, and
God’s slaves are always happy
in their service regardless of
the assignment. The friend-
ship of Jehovah must be sought
after and prayed for, and at-
tained by doing those things
that will gain 1t. There is no
better companion for a jour-
ney, and happy are those who
realize God’s presence with
them wherever they are, for
then no place is lonely. He is
with us in the severest trials,
and even the loss of something
or someone will make us cher-
ish his fellowship more than
ever before. If Jehovah is truly
with us then he is just as near
on land or sea, in any country
or condition. He is our friend
and companion; yes, the fear
and fellowship of Jehovah are
the best protection we could
ever have. The glory of Jeho-
vah is reflected in the blessed-
ness and happiness of his chil-
dren. Because of our acknowl-
edging him in all our ways he
directs our paths. W 11/15 8



Wednesday, October 16

She is free to be married to
whom she wants, . . . But she
is happier if she remains as
she is.—1 Cor. 7: 39, 40, NW.

A Christian bercaved of a
mate by death may remarry
but may choose not to do so,
even as Paul rccommends in
the case of & Christian woman.
Married Christians may still
remain_ spiritually virgin to-
ward Christ by not becoming
adulterous friends toward this
world and its womanlike sys-
tems: “These are the ones that
did not defile themselves with
women ; in faet, they are vir-
gins.” With commendable vir-
tue many Christians, virgins
whether men or women, may
choose to remain single, though
making no vow to do so. They
remain virgin, not because there
is a Christian rule forbidding
to marry in this time of the
end, in these later periods of
time. (1 Tim. 4:1-3, NW)
The New World society has
no such rule. It Seripturally
allows freedom to marry be-
fore the battle of Armageddon.
The powerful inducing reason
for virginity is God’s kingdom.
This overtowering reason why
many Christians now stay sin-
gle wins no reproach but high
respect, W 10/1 3, 2a

Thursday, October 17

From now on we know no man
according to the flesh—2 Cor.

Dispose of old-world ideas
that God’s organization is filled
with favorites. There are no
favorites with God. If you fear
him and do works of righteous-
ness, then you are loved by him
as much as anyone else. The
servants in the congregation
are chosen for their ability to
serve, The congregation should
show them the respect befitting
their assignment, because they
are God's means of dealing

with us and we with him. So
do not weaken your theocratic
relationship by stumbling over
the flesh you may not person-
ally like. If we are prone to
look at any man according to
the faulty flesh, that will tend
to lessen our appreciation for
his theocratic position, his re-
sponsibility as God’s slave. If
we sec this principle of theo-
cratic representation clearly,
we will not insist on our own
rights and interests, but will
follow the wise counsel of Je-
hovah’s appointees. They will
help us work out our salvation
to the blessing of our fellow
man and to the vindication of
Jehovah’s name. W 6/1 19a

Friday, October 18

Hand such ¢ man over to Sa-
tan for the destruction of the
flesh, in order that the spirit
[of the congregation] may be
saved—1 Cor, 5:5, NW.

The tribe of Benjamin failed
to cut away from their midst
the sex criminals of Gibeah
and thus brought community
responsibility upon the entire
tribe, it being punished almost
to the point of extinction. In
the case of the fornicator in
the Corinthian congregation,
divine displeasure was brought
for their failure to disfellow-
ship until proper action saved
the entire congregation from
total rejection. When one pur-
sues a course of badness with
respect to congregational in-
terests he commits a fault by
which, if it is not properly
dealt with, the whole congrega-
tion will become contaminated
and accountable for God’s dis-
pleasure. The Bible illustration
that a little yeast of badness
will spoil the whole loaf or con-
gregation is a true one. This
requires the alert righteous-
minded servants to be quick to
preserve the cleanness of the
congregation. W 7/15 13, 14b



Saturday, October 19

Keep bearing much fruit and
prove yourselves my disciples.
—John 15:

The majority of dedlcated
Christians have obligations and
responsibilities that prevent
them from devoting all their
time to the Kingdom minbistry,
but that does not mean they
should not seek the treasure of
full-time service if it is at all
poussible for them to do so.
Soine, however, who feel that
they would gladly accept an
angelic-delivered invitation to
serve in God’s heavenly courts
close their ears when full-time
Kingdom ministry is men-
tioned. If they are willing to
serve God full-time at one
place in his universe, why
should they be uninterested in
serving him full time at some
other place? Do they forget
that when they made their
dedication to God and symbol-
ized it by water immersion
they died to their former
course of life? By going be-
neath the water they indicated
that they had. When they
came up they were to live from
then on doing God’s will. If
they are able to do so, do you
not think God expeects them to
devote their full time to his
ministry? W 3/15 4a

Sunday, October 20

Sing to Jehovah a new song,
bless his name.—Ps.
)y & .

Since 1914 the one big, over-
whelming and only thing that
supplies us with the subject of
a new song of gladness to Je-
hoval’s praise is the birth of
his royal government, which
he lays upon the shoulder of
his long-waiting Son. Though
it was promised about six
thousand years ago, there has
till 1914 been nothing in heav-
en or on earth like this king-
dom of God. Never before 1914
has there been a capital organ-

ization over the entire uni-
verse, with Christ as its Head
and_with the Most High God
dwelling in it and operating
through it to have his will
done throughout the universe.
This is indeed something glo-
riously new, and it means bless-
ing to all men of good will as
well as to holy angels. A reali-
zation of this moves one to
burst out in singing. It calls
for a new song, with a theme
entirely new, entirely different !
Jehovah by hls introducing his
kingdom made this possible. To
him and in his honor we must
sing this new song every day
as we have opportunity. W
12/15 14

Monday, October 21

Thy testimonics have I taken
as « heritage for every for they
arc the rejoicing of my heart.
I have inclined my heart to
perform thy statutes for ever,
even unto the end.—Ps.
119:111, 112, AS.

We can improve our ability
in reading by practicing until
we learn to read phrases and
thoughts instead of words. The
result will be not only proper
coverage of more material, but,
also, thoughts instead of mere
words will be conveyed to our
minds. What we learn must
make a lasting impression on
our minds. That requires con-
centration, which means focus-
ing attention on just one thing
at a time. Here some mistaken-
ly try to force their mind to
dwell on a subject, but will a
tense mind work efliciently?
Instead of forcing our mind we
should cultivate keen interest
in the subject at hand. Then
we shall naturally become ab-
sorbed in the material, mak-
ing concentration easy. As we
study we can keep interest
alive by constantly analyzing
the material to ascertain how
it can be used, determining of
what practlcal beneﬁt it will
be to us. W 5/1



Tuesday, October 22

The fruitage of the spirit is
. . . self-control.—Gal.
H H

Those who become eunuchs
for the sake of God’s kingdom
fill up the void that they might
naturally feel because of not
having a beloved mate by plan-
ning and striving to fill up
their lives with all the service
to God they can possibly ren-
der. Keeping thus fully occu-
pied holds their hearts and
their attention riveted on the
urgent work now to be done
in the short remaining time.
This self-application rewards
them with joys and blessings
that counterbalance anything
that their flcsh might at times
try to persuade them that they
are missing by not being mar-
ried to a Christian mate. Self-
control is one of the fruits of
God’s spirit, one of the impor-
tant things that every Chris-
tian must add to his knowl-
edge, faith and virtue. So they
specially cultivate the spirit’s
fruitage of self-control in order
to hold onto their singlencss.
They strengthen and fortify
this specially directed self-
control by looking at the ad-
vantages they enjoy by this
and the undesired things they
avoid by this. W 10/1 6a

Wednesday, October 23

But as for me, I will walk in
mine integrity.—Ps. 26: 11.
How does integrity influence
our relation to our brothers?
God now gives special privi-
leges and responsibilities to
servants in a congregation who
willingly take the lead in la-
bor and in care of his sheep.
Mature publishers can aid oth-
ers in the house-to-house minis-
try, taking them along, show-
ing them how to preach and
training them to become fellow
witnesses. Husbands too will
remain true to their wives and
wives to their husbands. Par-

ents will similarly teach and
train their children and chil-
dren will obey their parents in
union with the Lord. And how
will our integrity affect our
relation to the worldly? Our
commission is to do good to
all, to injure none. As far as
possible our preaching and
teaching work should be in-
tensified us the world’s end
draws near. This means to
read from the Bible to the
people in their homes, at their
doors, wherever possible—out-
side and inside prison walls.
W 8/15 117, 18a

Thursday, October 24

Observe the commandment in
@ spotless and irreprchensible
way.~—1 Tim. 6: 14, NW.

To keep pace with the New
World society means many
things for us. It means a life
of dedication to Jehovah as
Jesus’ was and now is. It
means for us to get rid of old-
world habits and to conform
ourselves to God’s require-
ments. It means to recognize
the faithful and discreet slave
and show due respect to those
in authority. It means proving
what we ourselves really are.
If we do this we shall mature
by God’s undeserved kindness.
We shall become aware of the
bountiful blessing it is to keep
in step with his organization.
We shall thrill in theocratic
expansion. We shall glow with
the spirit at the increase of
knowledge and understanding.
We shall reap with joy what
we have sown. Qur conviction
will be strong, our faith im-
movable, our appreciation deep,
and our joy will abound with
full assurance that we are in
step with the New World so-
ciety of God, whose guidance
will feed us well spiritually
now and keep us alive on into
the New World of righteous-
ness and forevermore. W 6/1
20, 21a



Friday, October 25

What is our hope or joy or
crown of exultation—why, is it
not in fact youf—before our
Lord Jesus at his presence?
You certainly are our glory
and joy.—1 Thess.
2:19, 20, NW.

Do not turn back, as many
under Gideon did, thus missing
out on the final victory. The
greatest blessings come with
abundant service. And by our
keeping the commandment to
love our neighbor our spiritual
warfare becomes fully reward-
ing. It may take months and
cven years of patient instrue-
tion and care, but there are few
joys to compare with the de-
light of helping a person grow
and become strong in a knowl-
edge of the truth. You ecan
show such ones how to reflect
the light of truth to those still
in darkness and lead them into
active combat with the sword
of the spirit, holding high the
torch of truth and light. To
help personally to free some
held in darkness by Satan’s
spirit forces is the goal for
each fighter for the new world ;
and the rewards of sharing this
prospect of life with others
who love righteousness and
Bgace are rich indeced. W 6/15
22a

Saturday, October 26

[They]l keep following the
Lamb no matter where he
gocs.—Rev., 1}4: 4, NW.
Having been hurled down to
earth after the war in heaven,
Satan and his demons have as
their policy “Rule or ruin,”
particularly with the ruin of
Jehovah’s servants in mind.
This has meant a constant
fight by us with these wicked
spirit forces at especially close
range. Yet till now we have
been able to “stand firm against
the machinations of the Devil.”
The full suit of armor from
God and the wielding of the
sword of the spirit, and the

offering of prayer with sugpli—
cation on every occasion have
enabled us to make this un-
yielding stand and so to re-
main unhurt by the heavy con-
centration of demons now at
this earth. (Eph. 6:11, 12,
17, 18, NW) We do not follow
the demon-led kings of the en-
tire earth to their battle lines
at Armageddon. Rather we fol-
low the Lamb as he goes to
face all of Satan’s world at
Armageddon. By our following
him to that battle position we
can triumph over the wicked
spirit forces even now during
this time of the end. At Arma-
geddon we shall witness his
own triumph over them. W
2/15 37-39, 42

Sunday, October 27

Not by might, nor by power,
but by my Spirit, saith Jeho-
vah of hosts.—Zech. }: 6, AS.

Jehovah’s witnesses meet the
exacting requirements set by Je-
hovah for those who are privi-
leged to deliver his highly im-
portant message today against
Gog of Magog. They are fully
obedient under all circumstane-
es and especially under diffi-
cult situations when put to the
test by the adversary. They are
fearless of the Devil and his
dupes. They are stouthearted
and courageous, having implic-
it trust in and reliance on the
Divine Power that backs them
up. The qualities displayed by
them are the same as those
possessed by Jehovah’s repre-
sentatives in the past—upright
men and women of action who
through faith defeated king-
doms and who from a weak
state were made powerful. But
not in our own strength or
through our own skill and abili-
ty do we come off more than
conquerors. It is not because
of natural strength of mind or
body but by Jehovah’s spirit
that we are able to endure the
trials and sufferings that come
upon us. W 8/1 2a



Monday, October 28

If the unbelicving one . . . de-

part, let him depart; a brother

or a sister is not in servitude

under such circumstances, but

God has called you to peace.
—1 Cor. 7:15,

Even though the unbeliever
does not come into the truth,
there is still no reason to leave
such a one. Let the move to-
ward separation be taken by
the unbeliever. In some cases
this move may be a virtual
abandonment by the unbeliev-
er’s mistreating the believer so
badly that it is practically un-
bearable to live together fur-
ther. But then the believer
must remain single until the
departed unbeliever commits
immorality and so provides
grounds for proper divorce.
The believer’s attitude toward
the separated mate may be
like that expressed in Laban’s
words to Jacob: “Let Jehovah
keep watch between me and
you when we are situated un-
seen the one from the other.”
(Gen. 31: 49, NW) God watch-
es whether there is any viola-
tion of the marriage covenant.
He observes who is the guilty
mate and determines whether
there is Scriptural ground for
divorce to free one for remar-
riage. W 10/1 26

Tuesday, October 29
Who shall ascend into the hill
of Jchovah? and who shall
stand in_ his holy place? e
that hath clean hands, and a
pure heart; who hath not lift-
ed up his soul unto falschood,
and hath not sworn deceitfully.
He shall receive a blessing from

Jehovah, and righteousness.

—Ps. 24: 8-5, AS.

Jehovah’s people have been
Jed to his holy hill and to the
temple of God to dwell therc
forever in pure worship and
true holiness. Now we dwell in
his presence; his glory is over
us and fills the organization.
Livery one of God’s people must

now fear Jehovah to remain
in his holy presence. There
must be only pure worship
offered, for any idolatry is
obnoxious to him and to his
people. All must cleanse them-
selves from all impurity. If
we desire with all our heart
to come to his temple to wor-
ship, then we must do these
things. We shall neither wor-
ship here nor shall we remain
with Jchovah’s beloved ones
unless we do have clean hands
and pure hearts. Learning God’s
way for pure worship, we must
speedily run to our necighbor
and show him how to get to
Jehovah’s house of prayer. W
11/15 15a

Wednesday, October 30

I have become all things to
people of all kinds, that I
might by all means save some.
—1 Cor. 9:22, NW.

Our sermon must make us
enthusiastic with its points, if
we are to pass on any cnthu-
siasm to others. If it leaves us
cold it will never warm up
anyone else. So for the sake
of your delivery get a sermon
that pleases you very much.
Have a theme, keep directing
your points to this one target.
Make it practical, of personal
application. Everyone is inter-
ested in himself; many are not
deeply interested in others. In
the sermon on the mount Je-
sus considered the everyday
anxieties that were troubling
people, what they would cat
and drink and wear, He showed
that God knows these things
are needed and will supply
them to humans, just as he
does for birds and even vegeta-
tion, and so they should scek
first God’s kingdom. Likewise
we should note the personal
concerns of the people and em-
brace them in our sermons
adapting them to the menta
levels and attitudes of our
hearers, even as did Paul. W
10/15 6, Ta



Thursday, October 31

A certain Macedonian man was
standing and besceching him
... “Step over into Macedonia
and help us” Now as soon
as [Pau?] had scen the vision,
we sought to go forth into
Macedonia, drawing the con-
clusion that Qod had sum-
moned us to declare the good
news to them.—Acts
16:9, 10, NW.

This obedience and willing-
ness to serve are what God
expects of those who accept the
treasure of full-time service.
Persons who are stubborn and
self-willed are of no value to
him. He wants servants who
delight to do his will and glad-
ly obey whatever instructions
are given them through the
theocratic organization. As
Christ showed humility and
obedience, so should we. We
should, therefore, be willing to
go wherever the organization
sends us. We should show
the willingness of the prophet
Isaiah, who said: “Here am I;
send me.” (Isa. 6: 8, AS) A
person with this mental atti-
tude is eager to do Jchovah’s
will, and he will not hesitate
to accept greater privileges of
service when they are offered
him, such as those of a pioneer
publisher. W 8/15 9a

Friday, November 1

If anyone among you thinks
he i3 wise i this system of
things, let him become e fool,
that he may become wise. For
the wisdom of this world is
foolishness with God; Hence
let no one be boasting in men.
—1 Cor. 3:18, 19, 21, NW.

In pursuing a course of high-
er learning one would get wis-
dom, but what kind? We are
told to remain separate from
the world, and yet we would be
filling our minds with the prin-
ciples of this world. We are
counseled not to miss meetings,
yet this would no doubt result,
We are urged to study to show

ourselves approved to God; in
the old world we would be
studying to gain wisdom and
approval of men. Be doers of
the Word and not hearers only,
we are taught; but by follow-
ing the course of worldly high-
er education we would have
little time to be hearers or
doers of the Word of God.
God’s approval is upon no part
of the old world, and that in-
cludes its institutions of learn-
ing. Such wisdom adds nothing
to the stature of a minister of
Jehovah. That is not its in-
tended purpose, Truly such
wisdom is foolishness. W §/15
18-20a

Saturday, November 2

Two are better than one, be-
cause they have a good reward
for their labor. . . . and a
threefold cord is mot quickly
broken.—Hccl. 4:9, 12, AS.

Sociability being one of the
basic principles in human na-
ture, man has always desired
to live in social groups. This
has ecnabled him to enjoy fel-
lowship and to share in joint
enterprises where combined in-
terests are undertaken for the
common advancement. This has
meant that each individual man
has had to give up some of his
time spent for personal inter-
ests to undertake community
interests. In sacrificing some
of his own freedom of action
in exchange for community re-
sponsibilities the individual re-
ceives collective benefits that
lead to greater happiness than
if he operated by himself. In
the words above the Bible sup-
ports this principle of working
together for the greater good.
And that is why the apostle
Paul counseled: “Have the
same love, being joined togeth-
er in soul, . . . keeping an eye,
not in personal interest upon
just your own matters, but
also in personal interest upon
those of the others.”—Phil. 2:
2,4, NW. W 7/15 1b



Sunday, November 8

This book of the law should
not depart from your mouth
and youw must . . . reud in it
day and night in order that
you may take care to do ac-
cording to all that is written
in it, for then you will make
your way successful and then
you will act wisely.—Josh,
1:8, NW,

Thus we see what was a key
to Joshua’s success and where
he obtained his basic knowl-
edge of truth. Like him we
give attention to this counsel
of God. The Bible is indeed
our basic source of truth. It
sets forth principles of the
government we represent. It
was written under the inspir-
ing power of God’s holy spirit.
By our mind's taking in this
spiritual information we be-
come spiritually-minded and
guided. Was it unreasonable
for God to require Joshua to
read from the Biblical law
every day? Surely not. Then
it is also well for each of us
to feed daily upon God’s spirit-
nal word of truth, that we
may maintain a wholesome lev-
el of spiritual-mindedness. Like
Joshua, we should adopt a per-
sonal practice of reading from
the divine Word every day. VW
3/1 15-17a

Monday, November 4

Upright men are guided by

their honesty [integrity, AS];

but faithlcss men are ruincd by
their crookednes]s.——}’mv.

In view of this, consider:
Is Jehovah’s judgment for
integrity-keeping worthwhile?
All breakers of integrity have
come to a sad end. You would
not want to be judged as hav-
ing followed their steps, would
you? Contrast, then, the Serip-
tural examples of integrity-
keepers with the examples of
integrity-breakers: Abel, who
died for the cause of pure wor-

ship, will be resurrected; but

Satan, who originated false
worship, will be destroyed.
Enoch by faith walked with

God; but Adam, who heard
God’s voice, deserted Jehovah’s
way. Abraham was obedient
under a great test; but King
Saul was disobedient even in a
little thing. Let none of us
become blameworthy as break-
ers of integrity and reap God’s
death penalty for covenant
breakers. Rather, let us hold
dear the glorious treasure of
service, ever keeping in mind
that Jehovah will judge us
according to our righteousness
and integrity. W 8/15 24

Tuesday, November 5

For we are God’s fellow work-

ers. You people are God’s ficld

under cultivation, God's build-
ing.—1 Cor. 3:9, NW.

God, through his universal
production manager, Christ,
has fashioned his earthly organ-
ization for production. It is
a smooth-running organization,
earth-wide in scope, well
equipped, efficient, manned by
hundreds of thousands of will-
ing workers. Love fills the heart
of each one. Every one shows
love for the employer, Jehovah,
love for the overseer, Christ;
s0 peace prevails and all unit-
edly get on with the produe-
tion effort. In this organization
there are key practices that
contribute most to production ;
also there are supporting and
connecting activities that make
for an efficient, well-organized
way of work. For instance,
we have been furnished many
study helps and instructions.
These we must diligently study
and apply. Qur weekly meet-
ings provide opportunities for
us to assemble together to gain
strength through association
with those of like faith. These
are essential to full production
within the New World society.
W 12/1 6, Ta



Wednesday, November 6

I advise you to buy from me

. . . eyesalve to rub in your

eycs thatsyolu may see.—Rev,
0 18, .

The right healing medicine
used by the great physicians
God and Christ is provided by
means of the holy spirit. name-
ly, the revealed Word of God.
it is likened to eyesalve that
is rubbed into one’s eyes of
understanding to bring about
the healing of one’s spiritual
eyesight. This balm of God’s
applied Word is far greater
than any wonder drug or mira-
cle vaccine that man has been
able to discover. Such divine
medicine is not available for
administration through Satan,
the false physician, nor through
any of his religious agencies of
so-called divine healing. "This
effective healing balm of God’s
unfolded Word is also known
as “the truth,” which brings
about right thinking by the
right knowledge of God and
Christ. (John 17:3) Jesus
demonstrated by his healing
works and his sayings that he
was one of the true physicians
through whom this right spirit-
ual medicine is administered.
W 8/15

Thursday, November 7
I say to you that everyone di-
vorcing his wife except on ac-
count of fornication makcs her
a subject for adultery, secing

that whoever marries a di-

vorced woman commits

adulter)y.—Matt.

Christ limited the grounds
for a divorce that frees one for
remarriage to adultery. This
does not give cither mate the
allowance to abuse or neglect
the other. Rather it only em-
ghasizes that they are one

esh, and should stick together
in mutual care, come better or
come worse, This is the decree
of the infallible Judge of the
Supreme Marriage Court. In

some lands the law does not
make the adulterous conduct
of the husband a legal ground
for the wife to divorce him,
but makes only the morally
loosc wife the one that can be
divorced for adultery. But ac-
cording to God’s Word, if the
husband is immoral a woman
can put him away legally and
free herself for remarriage
without thereby becoming an
adulteress. Jesus did not set
up for husbands a standard
different from that for wives.
God is not partial. To him
adultery by the husband is just
as bad as that by the wife.
W 10/1 28

Friday, November 8

Come to me, all you who are
toiling and loaded down, and I
will refresh you. T'ake my yoke
upon you and become my dis-
ciples, for I am mild-tempered
and lowly in heart, and you
will find refreshment for your
souls.—Matt. 11:28, 29, NW.

In reading the life of Christ
we do find that he was a mild-
tempered person, lowly in
heart; and all those who came
to him found refreshment for
their souls. The sick, on being
helped, were eager to tell what
happened ; and, as for his im-
mediate followers, the only re-
spousibility he placed on them
was to preach, to talk to others
and bring them comfort. He
told them to go from house to
house, from city to city and
from country to country. And
this great expansion work of
going to non-Jews from coun-
try to country began seven
years after Jesus began his
preaching. First of all, the
Jews were given the full op-
portunity to hear the message;
and this message was pre-
sented in a most simple man-
ner, merely by a speaking pro-
gram. Certainly that yoke was
kindly. The same is true to-
day. It is not a heavy load
that we are asked to carry,
merely to preach, W 1/1 3b



Saturday, November 9

For Jehovah is great and very
much to be praised.—Ps.
96: 4, NW.

A short period of time re-
mains before Armageddon. Dur-
ing this period the opportunity
offers itself to bring as many
people of good will as possible
into the saved condition that
Jehovah now provides. We
need to put forth the greatest
efforts possible before the pe-
riod expires to inform the
people everywhere that their
everlasting salvation can come
only from Jehovah the great
Savior., He wmust be made
known if there is to be any
salvation. He will be made
known to all alive, even as he
has sworn. (Num. 14:21)
Those who refuse to know
him now in friendship will be
obliged to know his destructive
power at Armageddon, which
will fill out the knowledge of
him that his witnesses on earth
have been trying hard to give
to the people during this gencr-
ation. More and more we are
learning to know how great
Jehovah is. With our growth
in knowledge we appreciate
more that he is very much to
be praised. Truly there is every-
thing about hun to be praised.
W 12/15 1

Sunday, November 10

Have intense love for one an-
other, because love covers a
multitude of sins.—1 Pet,.
4:8, NW.

If one’s mate commits adul-
tery one has the right to for-
give and not sue for divorce,
provided the guilty one shows
proper rcpentance and earnest-
Iy asks for forgiveness and
promises not to repeat but be
faithful to the marriage vow.
If the innocent one does not
forgive the offending mate, then
the offender must be disfellow-
shiped by the congregation and

the innocent mate is authorized
by the Bible to get a legal di-
vorece if possible or desired.
This is a private matter. If,
say, the husband forgives the
wife, he continues to give her
the marriage due, trusting in
God to forgive her. Then there
is no reason for the wife, whom
he treats as one flesh with him,
to be exposed and punished by
the Christian congregation with
disfellowshiping, thus undoing
the reunion that the hu@-
band’s forgiveness has merci-~
fully brought about. “Hatred
stirs up strife, but love covers
all offenses.”-Prov. 10: 12, RS.
W 10/1 30

Monday, November 11

You must not deccive and you
must not lie any one to his
associate.—Lev. 19: 11, NW.

Serpentlike caution is to be
exercised only while the sheep
are among wolves or in contact
with them. Jesus did not ad-
vise this among the congrega-
tion of Jehovah’s people, for
all of these are sheep. So the
above is as much the rule of
spiritual Israel today as it was
for natural Israel of old. Jeho-
vah’s prophetic instructions for
us arc: “Speak ye every man
the truth with his neighbor.”
(Zech. 8:16. AN) DBeing un-
der no necessity to outwit or
use strategy toward our sheep-
like brothers to lead them off
the track, we need not put on
a pretense to cover up proper
conduct. Peter once put on a
pretense before the brothers at
Antioch, Syria. Irivately he
lived the same as any non-
Jewish Christian but publicly
he acted like a Christian ac-
cording to Jewish practice for
fear of being criticized by
Christian visitors from Jerusa-
lem. The apostle Paul rebuked
him for not aecting truthfully
but acting outwardly in sup-
port of wrong (i()ctrme and
practice. W 2/1 41,



Tuesday, November 12

I am Jehovah who is healing
you.—Hzr. 15:26, NW.

The true physicians are Je-
hovah and Jesus Christ. Both
of these know all the secrets
of man’s wonderful mind and
heart, because they were the
creators of the first man and
woman, By God’s undeserved
kindness his witnesses have
succeeded in becoming free
from Satan’s paralyzing re-
ligious control, having gone to
the right doctors for help.
Have they become spiritually
whole overnight? No! Rather
it has taken them years to
make their minds over and to
fortify their hearts with truth.
This has been necessary to
overcome the poison of false
religion that has saturated
their minds and hearts. Years
of spiritual healing have been
involved, necessitating years of
study and spiritual refresh-
ment under the guiding direc-
tion of these master physicians.
It is a continuous healing pro-
gram_that leads from one pro-
gressive spiritual position to
another still higher on to spir-
itual perfection in the new
world after Armageddon. Are
you keeping up with this great
gl}ilritual healing program? W
. )

Wednesday, November 13

The fear of Jehovah is to hate
evil: pride, and arrogancy, and
the evil way, and the perverse
mouth, do I hate.—Prov.
8:13, AS.
Temptations will still come
to those who are faithful stew-
ards of Jehovah. Even though
conscious of his blessing we
are not immune from dangers
and therefore must always
walk in the fear of Jehovah.
So when confronted with temp-
tation, flee from it, for if you
try to reason it may mean you

will lose the battle. Flight is
the safe way. Do so in haste,
as when running from a poi-
sonous snake ;—get out of dan-
ger. That is what Joseph did
when a dreadful experience
came into his life. He got pro-
tection in his instant recogni-
tion of the fact that the sugges-
tion was “actually sin against
God.” The fear of Jehovah will
likewise be our safety. Do not
sin against God. No one goes
extremely wicked all at once,
but, rather, gradually weakens.
On the other hand, by the fear
of Jehovah one departs from
evil and is safe.~—~Gen. 39: 6-9,
NW. W 117159

Thursday, November 14

Contend for victory in the right

contest of the faith, get a firm

hold on the everlasting life for

which you were called and you

declared the right confession

publicly before many witnesses.
—1 Tim. 6: 12, NW.

Will you be one of the ac-
tive Christians running tri-
umphantly toward the prize of
life? Or will you be one of
the inactive coverant breakers,
drifting to your doom of ever-
lasting death? Remember, if
you are not actively for Christ
you are against him and must
face the fate of his enemies.
Have you wandered off the
racecourse into the mire of in-
activity? Take hold of your-
self and swing back quickly!
The most thrilling and final
of all contests, Armageddon,
is just ahead. By our activity
let us all put up a hard fight
for the faith. (Jude 3) Under
Jehovah’s searching gaze may
all of us, seeing the triumphant
Kingdom established in the
heavens, determine to escape
inactivity and death, Let us,
instead, by activity, win the
prize of triumph, LIFE in the
new world under Jehovah’s
kingdom. W 4/15 20, 21a



Friday, November 15

Let us not give up in doing

what is right, for in due scason

we shall reap by notl\?iving out.
—@Gal. 6:9, NW.

If you have made the full-
time service your treasure and
have placed your heart upon
it, then you will want to be
in that service. But keep in
mind that it is not something
that can be jumped into just
because you are momentarily
stirred up. It is a valuable
treasure that cannot be taken
lightly. And once you have
taken this forward step, you
should not step back. The full-
time service is not a temporary
occupation, It is not something
to be done for a few months or
a few ycars and then dropped
when you are tired of it.
Those faithful persons who
took up this service in ages
past clung to it in spite of
discouragement or hardships.
Once they entered full-time
service they stayed in it. The
Kingdom ministry today is no
easier than the assignments
they had. It has many bard-
ships. So do not enter it with
the idea that it is easy and
then quit when you find that
it is not. Only if we do not give
up can we hope to reap.
W 3/15 6, Ta

Saturday, November 16

Pay back Caesar’s things to
Cacsar, but God's things to
God.—Mark 12:17, NW

Jesus was not invited to offi-
ciate at the marriage in Cana,
nor did he ever commission his
apostles or evangelists to solem-
nize anybody’s marriage. Is a
religious marriage strictly nec-
essary? No. Is a civil marriage
authorized by God’s Word?
Yes, and in this regard we may
give Caesar’s things to Caesar.
Where a civil marriage is
either allowed or absolutely re-
quired, no social or religious
stigma rightfully attaches to it,

and the Most High recognizes
the civil marriage of his ded-
icated people and holds them
bound by it. In some lands the
governments recognize mar-
riages performed by ministers
of the various religions, and
along with these are the ap-
pointed ministers of Jehovah’s
witnesses, These are licensed to
perform marriages. Where we
do not have authorized min-
isters of our own to officiate at
a marriage we can conscien-
tiously go to the appointed
government offices and have a
valid, divinely recogunized mar-
riage performed by a state
officer. W 9/15 5, Ga

Sunday, November 17

That is why it is necessary
for us to pay more than the
usual attention to the things
heard by us, that we may never
drift away.—Heb. 2:1, NW.

When you study try to view
the subject in its entirety.
Make it a point to note the
relationship of the particular
answer of cach paragraph to
the theme of the study. When
you have finished reading the
article or chapter deliberately
pause and mentally reconstruct
thut picture, either by use of
subheadings, topic sentences,
questions at the bottom of the
page or key thoughts you bhave
underscored while reading. Let
your mind run through the out-
line of arguments and scrip-
tures that developed the sub-
ject theme. Then close the mag-
azine or book and see if you
can do it again without look-
ing at the printed page. It will
take only a minute or two to
do this, but then it will be
firmly imbedded in your mind.
It will be yours to use. We
want the things we learn from
God’s Word and through his
organization to stay with us as
a guide to Christian living and
as cquipment for use in the
ministry. W §/1 19a



Monday, November 18

The love of money is a root of

all sorts of injurious things,

and by reaching out for this

love some have been led astray

from the faith.—1 Tim. 6:
10, NW,

While money is a defense
Christian parents should instill
in the minds of their children
true values, namely: ‘Knowl-
edge does more good than
money, it safeguards a man’s
life.” Since children will be of
the same understanding as
their parents, theocratic par-
ents will have the proper per-
spective in gathering wealth,
being sure that it is always in
subjection to the important
thing in one’s life, the ministry.
Money should be a means to an
end, rather than an objective
in life. Parents can do severe
injury to children if they are
too liberal with allowances,
giving them too much to spend.
Children need to be restrained
in this regard for their own
good, so as to learn to value
money and to handle it wisely.
It is not the possession of
money that is necessarily evil,
but the concern and esteem
that one places upon its posses-
sion, causing one to be led
astray. W 5/15 12, 13a

Tuesday, November 19

The way of the wicked is like
deep darkness; they do not
know over what they stumble.
But the path of the righteous
s like the light of dawn, which
shines brighter and brighter
until full day.—Prov.
4: 19, 18, RS.

Jesus taught that the true
religion was nonmaterialistic,
that it was the worshiping of
God “‘with sPirit and truth.”
Such true religion is actually
an ever-expanding intelligent
worship of Jehovah as guided
by his holy spirit. The true
religion is based on a series of

heaven-originated communica-
tions of truth that have been
made known and recorded from
Adam’s time to that of the
apostle John, These communi-
cations from heaven make an
appeal to the mind and heart
of the true worshiper and hence
are essentially spiritual. There-
fore the one complete religion
progressively revealed through
the entire Bible makes up the
true religion today. To be up
to date on the true religion one
must keep up with the expan-
sion of true religion and be
familiar with all its steps of
development. W 3/1 2a

Wednesday, November 20

Jehovah knows how to deliver

people of godly devotion out of

trial, but to reserve wunright-

eous people for the day of judg-

ment to be cut off—2 Pet.
2:9, NW.

While it was Jehovab’s pur-
pose to effect deliverance in
vindication of his name, yet as
far as individual men were
concerned, each had to take
action definitely proving he had
the qualities of virtue. If they
did not do this they would not
be exerting themselves on Je-
hovah’s side of the issue, A
course of unrighteousness is a
denial of righteousness and
therefore a denial of the right-
eous God, and merits cutting
off. Those surviving the Flood
upheld those things that God
approved. like course of
action today constitutes wor-
ship of Jehovah, the exercise of
virtue involving the basic at-
tribute of love and including
keeping of integrity, faith in
God's Word, sure hope in his
promises, loyalty to him and
his cause, honesty before him
and before man, morality in
things personal and public.
Such a course will ensure us
deliverance out of trial and
life in the new world. W 11/19



Thursday, November 21

This good news of the kingdom
will be preached in all the in-
habited earth for the purpose
of @ witness to all the nations,
and then the accomplished end
will come—Matt, 24: 14, NW.

After the death of the apos-
tles productive witnessing all
but died out. But that did not
mean its total end, for God’s
Word testified to a period of
productive witnessing on a
global secale in the future. Jesus
had said that the Kingdom
good news must be preached
world-wide ; and that over the
Kingdom issue the people of all
nations must become separated
as sheep and goats. Further,
these sheep gathered out of all
nations and tribes and pcoples
and tongues must become a
great crowd which no man can
number ; yes, the little one will
become a thousand, all amid
boundless spiritual prosperity.
That then-future time has ar-
rived. For us now these things
and more are actually taking
place. Ours is the indescribable
privilege of engaging in pro-
ductive witnessing, to the
praise of the great God Je-
hovah, the Chief Producer of
all. W 12/1 21

Friday, November 22

Oh sing unto Jehovah a new
song ; for he hath done marvel-
lous things.~—DPs. 98:1, AS.

The thing to do is not only
to tell the good news yourself
but also to get others to telling
it with force and effect. Qur
endeavor should be to train
others to join us in telling it.
What will happen if we tell
the good news of Jehovah's
salvation the scven days of
each week during 19577 Surely
this: many more ears will be
reached with the joyful sound;
many ears, long deaf for never
having heard, are going to be

opened by the good news’ at
last reaching them. Comfort is
going to be brought to many
sad hearts that would like to
hear a truly cheering song with
a happy theme. More persons
of good will may thus be
brought into the saved condi-
tion and more will be given
theocratic training to sing and
tell it out. As a blessed result
of all this taking place before
Armageddon, Jehovah God will
become more widely known,
more appreciated, believed in,
accepted, worshiped, praised
and served. Oh, how worthy he
is of all this! W 12/15 16, 17a

Saturday, November 23

Be obedient to those who are
governing you and be submis-
sive, for they are keeping
wateh over your souls as those
who will render an account.
—Ileb. 13: 17, NW.

The present delegation of
duties to certain ones is for
specific purposes. These must
feed the flock of God, shepherd-
ing faithfully and with love.
They must help God’s people
everywhere to study the Bible,
grow in maturity, be trained
in the field ministry, and they
must preserve virtue in the
congregation. This is necessary
that corruptness, indecency of
any kind, not be allowed to
creep in and contaminate. At
times they must do this by dis-
fellowshiping an offender from
the congregation, which is ac-
complished by the mature judg-
ment and considered action of
the appointed servants. This
is their responsibility. If faith-
ful, they must discharge this
respousibility, without passion,
for the interests of all con-
cerned and for the honor of
Jehovah and the cleanliness of
his organization, W 11/1 14,
15a



Sunday, November 24

As for that on the right soil,
these are the ones that, after
hearing the word with a right
and good heart, retain it and
bear fruit with endurance.
—Luke 8: 15, NW.

Jesus also referred to our
productive witnessing as bear-
ing fruit, Kingdom fruit. This
is especially so now, the
establishing of the Kingdom in
our day already having taken
place. Like seed, said Jesus,
the Kingdom message when
sown on good soil sprouts,
matures and produces fruit. 1t
is Jehovah’s law that fruit be
borne after its kind; therefore
we should bear the same fruit
that is sown in_ us, namely,
the fruit of the Kingdom, its
message. Jesus climaxed the
counsel about being fruitful
when he said to his disciples:
“My Father is glorified in this,
that you keep bearing much
fruit.” Note he said “much
fruit.” This forcefully draws
to our attention that Jehovah
requires us to be productive
witnesses, accomplishing much
through preaching, locating
persons of good will, feeding
them and bringing them to
maturity so that they likewise
will see their privilege of bear-
ing Kingdom fruit. W 12/1 4a

Monday, November 25

Behave in a manner worthy
of the good mews about the
Christ, in order that, whether
I come and see you or be
absent, I may hear . . . that
you are standing firm in one
spirit.—Phil. 1:27, NW.
Behaving worthily includes
avoiding the works of the flesh,
such as fornication, adultery,
gpiritism, jealousy, anger and
drunkenness, for we are
warned that those who prac-
tice such things will never
inherit God’s kingdom. Chris-
tians must shun such things
and must demonstrate instéad

the fruitage of God’s spirit.
We cannot be witnesses in
name only, but must hold to
faith and a good conscience,
which means a conscience
trained in line with God’s
Word. While our conduct may
appear proper in the sight of
our friends, we must remember
that God discerns the secret
intents of the heart. At the
time of our dedication to Je-
hovah we not only vowed to
put away the filth of the flesh
but we also made request for
a good conscience toward God.
So we war against the inelina-
tions of the flesh, being
strengthened in the fight by
the spirit of God. W 6/15 5a

Tuesday, November 26

Keep thy heart with all dil-
igence; for out of it are the
issues of life—~—Prov. 4: 23, AS.

The heart is the seat of love
and affection, hence of motive,
and the center of direction and
drive. By meditation, study
and reflection on the part of
the mind or by constant out-
gide influence and association
the heart is affected. It is the
long-term development of this
state of one’s affections that is
described as one’s heart condi-
tion. For this reason a person
can develop a good heart
condition or a bad one. And
just as our literal heart re-
ceives blood and then sends it
out, so our seat of affection
keeps receiving thoughts and
impressions from the mind and
nervous system. In reverse
direction almost constantly
feclings and expressions of
love or hate flow outward
from this inner depth to reflect
the real personality inside.
Truly, then, out of our heart
the issues of life flow, because
the very outcome of our exist-
ence results from the expres-
sions of this heart. Hence if
we want life we have to watch
the seat of affection and keep
it sgg‘itually healthy, W 8/1



Wednesday, November 27

Let anyone hearing say,
“Come!” and let anyone thirst-
ing come; let anyone that
wishes take life’s water free.
—Rev. 22: 17, NW.

To please Jchovah today
we must be productive witness-
es. To his disciples Jesus, the
perfect Example, said: “Tf any-
one wants to come after me,
let him disown himself and
pick up his torture stake and
follow me continually.” Jesus’
apostle Peter did that; hence
he was able to write: “Christ
suffered for you, leaving you
a model for you to follow his
steps closely,” Not only do
we have Jesus as a moael but
now he is mvmbly present,
dlrectmg the work of produc-
tive witnessing.  Thercfore
those who are witnesses today
must show good results in the
ministry. The fact that A.D.
1914 the Kingdom was estab-
lished on its heavenly throne
is good news indeed. This good
news carries with it the factor
of productivity, for those who
hear are prlvﬂeged and obliged
to pass on what they hear to
others, even as foretold at
Revelation 22:17. W 12/1

1, 2a

Thursday, November 28

ITappy are you when people
reproach youw and persecute
you and lyingly say every kind
of wicked thing against you for
my sake. Rejoice and leap for
joy, since wyour reward is
great in the heavens.—Matt.
211, 12, NW.

Despite all the opposition
that comes against Jehovah’s
servants they move forward in
greater numbers and with
greater zeal than ever before in
carrying out exclusive devotion
to Jehovah. They are dedieated
to God for doing this service.
They know by experience that
Jesus’ words are true: “My

load is light.” They also know
that if they take up this load
and get under the yoke with
Jesus Christ they are going
headlong into opposition from
the Devil's organization. But
despite the opposer’s activity,
they had in 1956 the grandest
field service report ever offered
in honor of Jehovah’s name
and in defense of his Word.
Yes, they have brought the
whole tithe into the treasure
house of God, and he has
opened up the windows of
heaven and poured out a bless-
ing till there was no place for
it. W 1/15, 6

Friday, November 29

As for Jehovah, he has made
the very heavens. Dignity and
splendor are Dbefore him,
strength and beauty are in his
sanctuary.—Ps. 96: 6, NW.

Testifying to the fact that
Jehovah is God are the heav-
ens. Ile made them by his
power and in his wisdom. Only
one mind could organize all
the glory, order and harmony
of the visible heavens—His
mind. Immeasurably far up
above those heavens He ex-
ercises his universal sovereign-
ty. If those visible heavens
beneath are so impressive and
splendid and beautiful to us,
what dignity and splendor
must be all about Jehovah
himself in the spiritual heav-
ens! What strength and beauty
there must be where he per-
sonally dwells! This we can
only weakly lmaﬁme on the
basis of things visible, although
we caunnot actually know how
glorious he himself is, for no
man can_ see God and live.
How foolish, then, for one to
demand to see God actually
before one would believe him!
Let such a one believe the
testimony of his creative works
and the true witness of his
written Word, the sacred
Bible. W 12/15 Ta



Saturday, November 380

If Satan expels Satan, he has
become divided against him-
self; how, then, will his king-
dom 3tan6gl?—Matt. 12:
s .

Jesus’ casting out of demons
supported the truth of God’s
Word. If, now, Jesus cast out
demons by means of Satan
their ruler, then Satan was
indeed divided against him-
self, for he was using his worst
enemy on earth to cast out
demons, not in support of the
Devil’s side, but in support of
God’s side. The case is differ-
ent, however, when spirit
mediums and other false
religionists cast out demons or
perform other kinds of healing
by means of the ruler of the
demons. In that case Satan is
using those who are on his
side and teaching his doctrines,
and his use of them to cast out
demons works to the support
of his false teachings and
demonic kingdom. By using
them he is not divided against
himself, but by this seemingly
good work of undoing the case
of demon obsession for which
he himself 1is responsible
“Satan himself keeps trans-
forming himself into an angel
of light,” to advance his power
and influence over the deceived.
W 2/15 29, 30

Sunday, December 1

Sing to Jehovah all [you pco-
ple of] the carth.—Ps,
96:1, NW.

That is to say, you whom
Jchovah has made spiritual
Israelites in his organization,
to be his witnesses in all the
nations. You were the ones to
whom God first revealed these
truths and whom he first
taught to sing this new song.
He foreordained that there
would be 144,000 of you spirit-
ual Israelites to be associated
with Christ in his heavenly
kingdom. Today only a small

remnant are still on earth. But
all the 144,000, both of the
remnant yet on earth and the
triumphant resurrected King-
dom heirs, are singing Jebo-
vah’s praise, all co-cperating
together visibly and invisibly
in making known the wonder-
ful new facts of universal his-
tory. In obedience to the com-
mand of Psalm 96:1-3 the
remnant who have learned the
song act like a faithful and
discreet slave class and sing
forth the new song. All others
on earth who want to join in
must learn this entirely new
and different song from them.
A great crowd is today doing
this very thing. W 12/15 15,17

Monday, December 2

He that boasts, let him boast
in Jehovah,—2 Cor.
10: 17, NW,

Our responsibility to com-
municate the Kingdom message
is the important thing. Iiach
producer is merely the vessel
containing the seeds of truth.
Unitedly we are used by the
great Sower, Christ, to scatter
seeds. As individuals we are
relatively unimportant. We
must always keep this in mind,
seeking always to magnify the
truth and its great Giver, Je-
hovah. True, each contact with
good-will persons is important.
We must be diligent to revisit
their homes, to water the seed
of truth until it sprouts and
continue to cultivate the plant-
ing so that progress to maturi-
ty may result. Even so, “we
are good-for-nothing slaves.”
We can bring notbing to our
Master but love and praise.
So, having nothing to boast of
save having_ the truth, which
was freely given to us through
God's undeserved kindness, we
humbly labor on. Remaining
humble, giving praise to Je-
hovah and unitedly magnifying
him before others, as skillful
évorkers, we prosper. W 12/1

a



Tuesday, December 8

This means everlasting life,
their taking in knowledge of
you—John 17:3, NW.

Why be destroyed at Arma-
geddon for lack of knowledge?
(Hos. 4:6) The lifesaving
knowledge is at hand for you
in the New World society,
which alone today offers the
hope of living through Arma-
geddon into God’s new world.
Accept this good news gladly;
prove that it is God’s truth;
attend the meetings of the
witnesses; study the Bible
and learn more of its glori-
ous, hope-inspiring truths. Let
them transform your mind.
Make them your own. Let
them alter your living for
everlasting life in the new
world. Set your hope on God’s
promise and stick by it. Dedi-
cate yourself to be one with
him the Creator. Serve and
obey him as ruler rather than
worldly men. Continue, then,
in the way that you now find
yourself in by reading this
message. Keep at one with the
unbreakably united New World
society of the Creator’s wit-
nesses. With them love and
serve him now, when he by
Jesus Christ is beginning to
‘make all obedient mankind
one under their Creator” W
4/1 43-45

Wednesday, December 4

An athlete is not crowned un-
less he competes according to
the rules~—2 DT'im. 2:5, RS

A rule of running is that
the runner must not look back
as he runs. Some today run
well for a while. But later
they begin to feel they are miss-
ing something and so look
behind. Selfish considerations
cause them to fall out of the
race of integrity-keeping.
Fighting in a contest is also
mentioned by Paul. A rule for
those participating in a boxing

match or test of combat is
fearlessness. We must be fear-
less in witnessing, confident of
our spiritual strength and of
handling God’s Word aright.
Remember, preach and be op-
posed! When opposed, what
will you do? Will you be afraid
and quit? If so, you will be
disqualified and put out of the
contest. And still another rule
is to keep one’s eyes on the
foe. Failure to do so entraps
many today. Looking for dicta-
tors, mobs, ete., they overlook
their real adversary, who is
invisible to human eyes. So
“keep your senses, be watch-
ful. Your adversary, the Devil,
walks about like a roaring lion,
geeking to devour someone.”
—1 Pet. 5:8 NW. W 4/15
25-27; 6a

Thursday, December §

You are the salt of the earth.
—Matt. 5:13, NW.

In the Christian congrega-
tion we have an organization
permanently devoted to carry-
ing out God's purposes, and
the only one that preserves his
virtues in the earth. Jesus re-
ferred to Christians as a pre-
gervative of human life, of
God’s worship and of virtue
when he said the above words.
This salt, now seen in the
New World society, has re-
spongsibilities that it ecannot
avoid, to the end that God’s
righteousness will be upheld,
which privilege and obligation
fall upon all who engage in
Christian worship. Christians,
novices and experienced alike,
must be kept within the bounds
of Christian propriety and
operate on theocratic prinei-
ples; otherwise, corruption
would interfere with the tri-
umph of the Christian congre-
gation in its God-appointed
tasks. Care and oversight of
the respective congregations
require the Christian overseers
to see that the congregation
walks in the paths of virtue.
W 11/1 1-3a



Friday, December 6

From day to day tell the good
news of salvation by him.
—Ps. 96:2, NW.

Although the majority of
this generation have rejected
the witness now being given,
the preaching of this good news
of the kingdom of salvation
has already resulted in the
saving of a great crowd of
good-will persons out of all
nations, even as it was fore-
told. (Rev. 7:9-17, NW) At
Armageddon God’s kingdom
will triumph and will free the
universe of Satan’s organiza-
tion and save this great crowd
of good will through Armaged-
don’s tribulation and into the
new world, the righteous new
system of things. Then that
kingdom will bring salvation
to even the dead in the me-
morial tombs by resurrecting
them to life on earth during
the thousand years of Christ’s
reign. All these things being
taken into consideration, here
indeed, since 1919, is a salva-
tion by him the good news
about which deserves to be
told from day to day. It is a
thrilling privilege to join the
saved ones in telling it. W
12/15 24

Saturday, December 7

[Paull reasoned with them
from the Scriptures, explaining
and proving by references.
—Acts 17:2, 3, NW.

To be efficient, productive
ministers in door-to-door
preaching we need a clear pres-
entation. The three- to cight-
minute Bible sermon stresses
an appropriate theme by means
of a few selected texts. Care-
fully reading aloud from the
Bible each of these texts en-
ables the person visited to sce
that a true minister of God’s
good news is backing up what
he says with God’s Word.

Sometimes we may feel that
nothing we say will gain atten-
tion in a particular commu-
nity because of religious preju-
dice. In part this may be true,
but should we give up, saying,
‘Nothing works here’? No.
Should we patiently, tactfully
keep on presenting a lively, in-
teresting three- to eight-minute
sermon? Yes. Reading aloud
seriptures in support of your
description of the established
Kingdom stirs in the listener
a deeper respect for the Bible.
Thus gently we help the listen-
er to replace false ideas with
accurate knowledge and see in
us a true friend. W 12/1 9a

Sunday, December 8

A slave of the Lord . . . needs
to be tactful toward all, quali-
fied to teach, keeping himself
restrained under evil, instruct-
ing with mildness those not
favorably disposed, as perhaps
God may give them repentance.
—2 Tim. 2:24, 25, NW.

Do you know how you ought
to answer, to offer spiritual
sacrifices, with graciousness,
seasoned with salt? Just as it
was in the days of Christ and
the apostles and early disci-
ples, so today it is at the doors
and in the homes of the people
that these verbal sacrifices are
most frequently and most effec-
tively oftered. Do you give ad-
vance thought and preparation
to your doorstep sermons, S0
as to know how you ought to
give an answer to each one
you meet at the door? On this
initial visit it is especially im-
portant to find words that are
plain, simple and pleasing, not
controversial. If some contro-
versy arises, however, remem-
ber that a slave of the Lord
does not need to fight. So while
you give a reason for the hope
in you, do so “together with a
mild temper and deep respect.”
W 10/15 3a



Monday, December 9

Above all things, let us rcturn
and visit the brothers in cvery
one of the citics in which we
published the word of Jchovah
to see how they are~—Acts
15:36, NW.

In our service the back-call-
ing link is basic, And a strong
link it is too. But just how
strong it is depends on how
faithfully we call back after
initial literature placements,
To provide himself with oppor-
tunities for back-calls. the pro-
ductive minister spends many
hours ecach month in introduc-
tory house-to-house service, us-
ing his short sermons. Many
zealous witnesses readily place
literature but experience little
success in following it up. Can
it be that they find it hard to
get to the subject of the truth?
Sometimes this is so. But why
be timid about it? They know
you are a minister; you said
so on your initial call at their
home. They saw you use your
Bible and they expect it again.
Yes, you do need proper tools
to start work, so create the
situation by going prepared to
talk further on the subject you
dealt with in your first short
sermon. W 12/1 12, 13a

Tuesday, December 10

Yes, the harvest is great, but
the workers are few.—Matt.
, NW.

Carrying out the command
to proclaim the good news of
the Kingdom in all the inhab-
ited earth is a big work. There
are many people that must be
reached and instructed in God’s
Word. People by the tens of
thousands are responding to
this good news, but more full-
time workers are needed to
care for the Master's harvest.
How can persons in isolated
areas or in distant lands be
reached unless God’s organiza-

tion has dedicated persons who
are willing to devote their full
time to the Kingdom ministry?
Onpce Paul had a vision of a
man of Macedonia beseeching,
“Step over into Macedonia and
help us.” (Acts 16:9, NW
Since Paul was serving Je-
hovah full time he was free
to go there and direct persons
of good will in the way of life.
IIe gave no thought to himsclf
or to his own interests. He had
Jehovah’s interests at heart
and was willing to go wherever
he was directed. This is the
mental attitude cach full-time
servant of Jehovah should have
today. W 3/15 8a

Wednesday, December 11

We have a fight, not against
blood and flcsh, but . .. against
the world-rulcrs of this dark-
ness, against the wicked spirit
forces in the heavenly pluces.
—HEph. 6: 12, NW.

The fight against the wicked
spirit forces is not yet over
for us. Satan is trying to hold
his position as a cosmocrat, he
and his demons being cosmo-
erats, “world rulers.” Particu-
larly since the destruction of
Jerusalem in 607 B.C. and the
overthrow of God’s typical the-
ocracy have these exercised a
wicked cosmocracy. Now they
are opposed to us because we
preach another cosmocracy,
God’s rulership of the new
world by Christ. We need to

watch, fight and pray as never
before, Suddenly, however, fi-
nal triumph will be ours, when
Jehovah’s day comes as a thief
in the night and this world is
abandoned to its destruction at
Armageddon, when all spirit-
ism and the wicked spirit fore-
es are put out of action and
we of the New World society
are taken along with the tri-
umphant King Jesus Christ
into the demon-free new world
under God’s universal sover-
eignty. W 2/15 43, 46



Thursday, December 12

Let the sea thunder and that
which fills it, Let the open
field ezult and all that is in it.
. . . Let the trees of the forest
break out joyfully before Jeho-
vah. For he has come; for he
has come to judge the earth.
—Ps. 96:11-13, NW.

All earthly creation will
benefit from Jehovah’s coming
to rule and judge. Ifor all
those ruining the earth will
themselves be ruined at Arma-
geddon and once again, as in
the garden of Eden, all nature
will have full sweep to express
itself to the glory and praise
of its splendorous Creator.
What wonder, then, that even
all unintelligent things in earth
and heaven should be addressed
and called upon to applaud,
to roar, to thunder, to look
their most beauteous! All such
things have reason to be glad
and rejoice in that their own
Creator has become King and
has come to his temple for
liberating judgment work. But
how about us? How much more
should we speech-endowed,
Bible-reading, intelligent living
creatures sing to him, say that
he has become King and tell
the good news of his salvation!
W 12/15 21, 22a

Friday, December 13

Do you see a man skilful in
his work? ke will stand before
kings.—Prov. 22:29, RS.

Not only does productive
witnessing mean much preach-
ing activity, but it must be
done with an eye for quality
as well. There was a time
when we gave little thought
and planning to our service.
But those days are gone. We
must be diligent, using pre-
cious time ecffectively. A pro-
duction line yields results only
when work is being done, and
that skillfully. So it must also
be within the New World so-

ciety. Service must never lag.
It must be well planned, well
organized, become effective and
be kept moving on the part
of all of us. In early Christian
times Jehovah's witnesses were
productive. Now in the last
days productive witnessing has
been revived. It has borne
fruit so that in 1956 a peak
of 640,347 reported service.
Obligation is urgent upon
those mature to aid beginners
to become skillful in their
work, to grow to maturity,
that their witnessing likewise
may become productive and so
that they may also stand ap-
proved before the King Jesus
Christ. W 12/1 21, 22a

Saturday, December 14

For in the day of trouble he
will keep me secretly in his
pavilion. . . . I will offer in
his tabernacle sacrifices of joy »
I will sing, yea, I will sing
praises unto J.ehavgh.—Ps.

r U

Oh the joy and blessedness
of those who are dwelling in
the presence of God! They are
in a holy place. The storms of
opposition and the heat of per-
secution will come, also the
troubles of earth will increase.
But none of these will harm
those in the pavilion of Jeho-
vah. We want to remain there
forever, do we not? Then we
must seek God’s blessing while
it is obtainable, never hesitat-
ing. Remember, we all must
be faithful, holding responsi-
bility in the fear of Jehovah,
guarding well this beautiful
trust and giving a good account
of our stewardship. Thereby
may we gain his approval by
increasing our privileges, and
finally hear: “Well done, good
and faithful slave!” Until that
happy time let each one prove
to be a faithful steward, offer-
ing the sacrifices of joy and
singing praises unto Jehovah.
W 11/15 19-21a



Sunday, December 15

0 man of God, flee from these
things. But pursue rightcous-
ness, godly devotion, faith,
love, endurance, mildness ng
temper.—1 Tim, 6:11, NW.

This is no time for anyone
to become overcharged with
the cares of this life, to be-
come bogged down by unneces-
sary weights, nor to stroll into
bypaths leading away from
faithful performance of duty.
Do not neglect God's service
through preoccupation with
material things, such as secular
work, family life, or personal
pleasure. God will be angry
if you beg off because you value
material things more than
the spiritual. Luxuries of the
present, such as the latest
model automobile, you do not
need in order faithfully to
care for New World interests.
Many so-called good things of
this old world can become
snares to us in our New World
society. Instead, by taking our
God-given commission to heart
and storing up heavenly treas-
ure by helping others into the
New World society we shall
be practicing the Seriptural
advice to keep our balance in
all things and thoroughly ac-
iogmplish our ministry. W 8/15
3a

Monday, December 16

Just as the days of Noah were,
so the presence of the Son of
man will be.—2att. 24 :
37, NW.

This does not mean we are
to expect similar manifesta-
tions of the demons and their
visibly meddling in human af-
fairs, any more than that they
should intermarry with the
daughters of men today and
raise a new crop of Nephilim.
The demons are now ‘‘spirits
in prison,” restrained from
directly materializing. DBut
they do not have to material-
ize to accomplish their purpose.

Already, more than forty
years since the Kingdom’s
establishment, the wicked
spirit forces have shown their
ability to exercise their cosmo-
cratic power, without material-
izations, to spread spiritual-
ism, to corrupt mankind, to
cause the earth to be filled
with violence and to lead the
worldly rulers of all kinds of
political systems to a show-
down ﬁéht against the Al-
mighty God and his Christ at
Armageddon. The wicked spirit
forces have succeeded in mis-
leading the ecntire inhabited
earth, but not the New World
socicty of Jehovah’s witnesses.
W 2/15 44

Tuesday, December 17

I planted, Apollos watcred,
but God kept making it grow.
—1 Cor. 3:6, NW.

As productive ministers go
from house to house they place
certain literature. It may be
booklets, magazines, a book or
a Bible—assuredly something.
Each worker’s number of place-
ments will depend on his dili-
gence and the amount of time
he works. Who can say the
three- to cight-minute sermon
has not increased his literature
placements? But after placing
one or more helpful publica-
tions does the diligent worker
let the implanted seed of truth
sprout of itself? Does he allow
Satan the opportunity to de-
stroy it? No. As the Society
has recently reminded all field
workers, according to Scrip-
tural counsel we must not de-
prive the stranger of his right
to learn the truth. Indeed, it is
imperative that willing listen-
ers be promptly revisited, for
watering the implanted seed
and to protect the tender
young growth. The productive
minister expeets fruitage. He
not only plants but he waters,
yet knowing that it is God
who keeps making it grow. W
12/1 11a



Wednesday, December 18

Better a poor man, who walks
in his integrity, than one who
is crooked in his ways, although
he be rich—Prov. 19:1, AT.

For the kecping of our in-
tegrity Jehovah has provided
us not only with Christian as-
semblies, local, national and
international, but also with the
privilege of prayer. Viectory
over Satan would be impossible
without prayer. We should
pray for God's name to be
sanctified, for his kingdom to
come, and for his will to come
to pass on earth as in heaven.
Those things for prayer were
put first by Jesus. To what
earthly ruler could we find
immediate access with matters
that to him may appear tri-
fling? So let us approach God
with praise and thanksgiving,
pouring out our hearts to him
in behalf of others—including
first God and his enthroned
King and His dedicated people,
and then ourselves individual-
ly. We may request God’s holy
spirit, wisdom and understand-
ing, forgiveness and deliver-
ance and even the necessary
material things, for all these
things contribute to our main-
isiining integrity, W 8/15 10,

a

Thursday, December 19

Jehovah has done a great thing

in what he has donc with us.

We have become joyful.—Ps.
126:3, NW.

Tell out, then, the good news
of salvation by him, because
of what you know it has done
for you. Also be willing, be
prepared, be glad to bear all
the self-expenditure that it
takes to tell it out. What if
our euemies tell us to keep
quiet? We ghall pay no atten-
tion to them. We are under a
command higher than theirs
to tell it out and we must and
we shall courageously obey the
superior command. Not only

are we but also all of God’s
creations in heaven and earth
are called upon to express their
irrepressible joy because he,
the God of salvation, has come
into his capital government as
King and Judge. Therefore the
heavens should be glad, the
earth should be joyful, the sea
should thunder with everything
in it, the open ficld and all its
fullness should exult, and the
trees of the forest should joy-
fully break out before Jehovah,
now that he has come as King
and Judge. For oh! how much
good his coming promises! W
12/15 18a

Friday, December 20

Let no man ever look down on
your youth. On the contrary,
become an example to the faith-
ful ones in speaking, in con-

duct, in love, in faith, in
chastenegs.——l im.
; 9

Youths properly instructed,
trained and disciplined are in-
deed a glory to parents, to the
congregation and, above all, to
Jehovah and his Son Jesus
Christ. They will shun all
practices and education tend-
ing toward old-world material-
ism as snares of Satan. The
most cherished ambition of
young people either single or
married should be that of
Bethel service, service as &
Gilead graduate or as a pio-
neer minister. Being a full-
time minister of Jehovah is
the grandest position that to-
day’s youth can occupy or
train for. It is the course that
leads to endless life, can be
the chaunel through which
others will receive such life
and, best of all, wins the bless-
ings of the living God, Jeho-
vah, By heeding the counsel
above of Paul to Timothy,
young ministers of today will
become tomorrow’s mature,
loyal, faithful servants of Je-
hovah’s New World society, to
his praise! W §/15 28a



Saturday, December 21

Keep strict watch that how
you walk is not as unwise bui
as wise persons, buying out
the opportune time for your-
selves.—HEph. 5:15, 16, NW,

A pioneer has little time for
personal pursuits. His work
requires careful budgeting of
time. He must engage in all
features of the work and meet
a set quota of hours. He must
work with the local congrega-
tion by helping those who need
assistance in the Kingdom
ministry. Some pioneers are
given the added privilege of
serving as overseers. They
must also take the lead in
showing love and understand-
ing. Besides keeping up their
personal study, which is essen-
tial, they must take care of
their personal needs, which
may include a part-time job.
To keep up such a schedule a
pioneer must have organiza-
tion of personal affairs, plan-
ning each day in advance. So
full-time service as a pioneer
is not easy. It is hard work
and therefore requires persons
who are mature in Scriptural
understanding, persons who
find delight in proclaiming Je-
hovah’s praises, persons who
are not afraid of work, W
8/15 10a

Sunday, December 22

Preach the word, be at it ur-

gently in favorable season, in

troublesome scason.—2 Tim.
’

The urgency of the times
cannot be emphasized too
strongly. The time is short,
much shorter than when the
proclamation against Gog of
Magog first began, and there
is no time to lose. Armageddon
draws on apace. It is now
about forty years since Satan
was cast out of heaven down
to this earth. The climax of
all ages is fast approaching,
Jehovah’s Word and name are

about to be completely vindi-
cated. What a privilege, then,
we as_witnesses of Jehovah
have! In the long line of wit-
nesses extending from Abel's
day on down to now it is our
privilege to be standing among
those who are now serving
Satan’s death notice! Do not
neglect so rare and so sweet
a privilege! Do not delay and
do mot retard serving this
weighty and urgent notice.
Remember, Jehovah’s blessing
and prosperity will continue
upon all those who obey his
will and serve his purpose and
faithfully deliver this divine
message, for surely, as Jehovah
has purposed, so shall it stand.
—Isa. 14:24. W 8/1 17, 18a

Monday, December 23

Always ready to make a de-
fense before everyone that de-
mands of you a reason for the
hope in you, but doing so to-
gether with a mild temper and
deep respect.—1 Pet.
?

Remember that we represent
Jehovah and have his backing.
You are convinced that you are
speaking the truth? Then let
that conviction show in your
delivery. You are sincere? Let
it shine through. You are en-
thusiastic about the truth?
Make that manifest to them
by your tone of voice and ex-
pression of face. Certainly you
go to them as a friend; so be
warm and friendly. Draw them
into the conversation by asking
questions. Approach each door
with the thought that the one
behind it is a sheep, a friend,
and let your interest and con-
cern for him show., Do not let
the goat at the last door give
you a negative attitude for the
next door. Each door deserves
our best and should not get
less just because it may be in
the midst of hard territory. At
all times show mildness of tem-
ger and deep respect. W 10/15

L3



Tuesday, December 24

But let him prove what his
own work is, and then he will
have cause for exultation in
regard to himself alone, and
not in comparison with the
other person.—Gal. 6: 4, NW.

In view of the productive-
ness of the New World society,
let us ask ourselves a few ques-
tions: What is our position in
God’s communieating organiza-
tion? What evidence do we
have to show that we are pro-
ductive witnesses? Do we work
or just ride along? Do we set
right examples in personal
study, in faithful meeting at-
tendance? Are we regular in
the service from house to
house, on back-calls, in the use
of Bible sermons, in conduct-
ing Bible studies and helping
others by supporting the train-
ing program? Do we share in
and support all witnessing
campaigns? Good production
means doing all these things.
As Jehovah is productive, s0
must we be as we work to-
gether in his New World so-
ciety of Kingdom-fruit bearers.
This must be so if we desire
life in his New World. Jeho-
vah’s most wonderful blessings
are in store for those who are
productive witnesses, Are you
one? W 12/1 23a

Wednesday, December 25

You must not swear without
performing, but you must pay
your vows to Jehovah.—Matt.

The nation of Israel (ex-
cepting & faithful remnant)
was a large-scale example of
proving false to the oath of
Jehovah, entering into a cove-
nant with him by oath and
rebelliously failing to carry out
that covenant. The nation of
Israel, Shimei and Zedekiah
are examples of warning to us
not to treat lightly our own
oath of Jehovah in dedicating
ourselves to him through Christ

and then not carrying out that
dedication faithfully in full
obedience to his will, His com-
mand to us is: “Ye are my
witnesses, saith Jehovah.” His
King Jesus Christ reigns since
A.D. 1914 and the King’s com-
mand to us is: ‘“This good
news of the kingdom will be
preached in all the inhabited
earth for the purpose of a
witness to all the nations.”
In Jehovah’s name we are
gworn to obey these commands.
The word of the inspired wise
man is: “Keep the king’s com-
mandment, and [that]) on ac-
count of the oath of God.”
(Eecel. 8: 2, Da) This we will
determinedly do. W 2/1 49

Thursday, December 26

Tell of his salvation from day

to day.~—Ps. 96: 2, RS

God’s kingdom being the
only rightful government of
heaven and earth, the only one
that will vindicate his uni-
versal sovereignty and save
mankind, salvation by it is
worth telling out to others who
also need salvation. Owing to
the coming destruction of this
wicked system of things, sal-
vation by God’s means is some-
thing most timely to be told
daily. It is the only good news
today. If we rejoice daily in
the Kingdom, if we feel like
shouting Hallelujah! at the
realization that it is ruling
now in the midst of its ene-
mies, we shall bubble over into
talking of the salvation it
brings. The telling of salvation
by Jehovah is, in fact, a part
of our worship of him, and we
know we must render him
worship every day. Tell it,
then, from day to day. If we
do not sing to Jehovah by tell-
ing it, we do not have the joy
of Jehovah. Sharing in his joy
is a stronghold to us. And this
good news of salvation we
must not only tell individually
but also collectively in one
grand unity. W 12/15 14, 15a



Friday, December 27

Stay awake, stand firm in the
faith, carry on as men, grow
mighty—1 Cor. 16:13, NW.

Remember, when we enter
the full-time service we are
bound to have many trials.
This was true of the faithful
men of ancient times and so
we should expect it to be with
us. Among such trials is, of
course, persecution. It, how-
ever, is only one of the trials
we must contend with. Dis-
couragement, for example, is
a trial that pionecers and mis-
sionaries must contend with
continually, Working day after
day with little or no results
is very discouraging, and the
natural tendency is to say:
“What’s the use?’ That is
exactly what Satan wants us
to conclude. He does not want
us to serve Jehovah either full
time or part time. He wants
us to quit. But consider Jere-
miah. God told him before he
even began preaching that the
people would not listen to him.
Did Jeremiah say, “What’s the
use?’ No, he knew he was
doing Gods will and by con-
tinuing in his assignment in
spite of this indifference he
proved his integrity. Let us
lligewise stand firm. W 3/15

a

Saturday, December 28

Keep your balance
things, . . . do
work,

your

in  all

missionary

thoroughly accomplish
ministry.—2 Tim.
4:5, NW.

Objections based on preju-
dice may hinder us from pre-
senting the truth to the people
in our territory. What can be
done? To accomplish our min-
istry thoroughly we shall want
to cultivate the ability to
overcome those objections. But
when? Perhaps we arrive a
little early at the Kingdom
Hall. Why not use the time

wisely? Exchange suggestions.
Practice them on one another.
Discuss how to refute the ob-
Jectlon without raising antag-
onism, but rather stirring up
curiosity or interest in our
work, Perhaps an apt illustra-
tion will help to put across
the point while side-stepping
prejudice. Work up new ser-
mons for house-to-house and
back-call work in the same
way. Analyze the texts you
wish to use, Such discussions
as part of your personal study
program require very little ex-
tra time and will not be at
all like work, but rather enjoy-
able, stimulating, and at the
same time they will equip you
to be a more able minister. W
5/1 15a

Sunday, December 29

Look! we pronounce happy
those who have cndured.—Jas.
, .

If you serve Jehovah out of
love you will not hold back
from giving him full-time serv-
ice, if it is at all possible for
you to do so. And having de-
cided that this treasure is for
you then make up your mind
that you are going to hang on
to it with all your strength.
Never let it go. Do not quit
the full-time service when per-
secution comes upon you. Do
not quit when your spirit be-
comes low because of discour-
agement. Do not qult when
lured by financial gain. Do not
quit because of weariness from
long years of service. Instead
of quitting, hold on to that
treasure of full-time service.
Never allow your eyes to_be-
come dull to its resplendent
beauty. Never lose your ap-
preciation of it. Rejoice over
it as the angels, the patriarchs,
the prophets, Jesus Christ and
the apostles rejoiced over it
and cherished it. Never forget
that its rewards are eternal,
its blessings beyond compare.
W 3/15 22, 23a



Monday, December 30

The Lord_gives the command ;
great is the host of those who
bore the uqus —Ps.

68: 11, RS.

In the months ahead, as we
confidently expect, all King-
dom announcers will become
magazine publishers. A sturdy
congregation organization is
essential for attaining this
goal. Definite times should be
set for magazine distribution
on the street, from store to store
and house to house. Service
centers are especially adapted
for this, and here too the train-
ing program will help much,
even as in the regular house- to-
house witnessing. Have you
not as yet shared in witnessing
with magazines? There is no
time like the present to start.
With another you can start,
finding how effectively you can
serve. Thus unitedly we can
attain the goal: Every pro-
ductive minister a magazine
publisher. This naturally will
mean expanding magazine pro-
duction by your fellow workers
at Brooklyn and other branch-
es. But this added work to
those already busy ones will
bring inercasing joy, for in it
they will sce a fulfillment of
the above words of the psalm-
ist. W 12/1 19a

Tuesday, December 31

Oh come, let us sing unio Je-
hovah; let us make a joyful
noise to the rock of our salva-
tion. For Jehovah is a great
God, and @ great King above
all gods.—Ps. 95:1,

How can we stay mute,
when the divine command is
to sing, sing to Jehovah! If
there was singing at God’s lay-
ing of the foundation of the
earth and at the birth of his
Son—yes, if anyone now has
a song, if anyone ever had a
song, we witnesses of Jehovah
today have a song! Yes, we
have a song, a new song, the
like of which never before
floated melodiously throughout
the inhabited carth. Our song
has the latest, newest theme.
Our rhapsody of Bible melody
has become the song hit among
increasing thousands of people
of good will regardless of their
nationality and language. Its
composer is the happy God
Jehovah, who inspired it by
his holy spirit. His Song Di-
rector for us is his royal Son
Jesus Christ. Do not withhold
your voice, then. Sing, sing
for joy, in entrancing harmony
with all the New World so-
ciety., Unitedly, unceasingly,
tell out the good news of sal-
vation by Jehovah from day
to day. W 12/15 25a
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