













































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Sunday, March 2

My son, if your heart has be-
come wise, my heart will re-
joice, even mine. And my kid-
neys will exult when your lips

speak u%rightness.—Prov.

1

Jehovah is keenly interested
jn the ministerial activity of
his people. He has commanded
that the ministry be carried
out in favorable and in trouble-
some season in order that his
name and purposes may be de-
clared in all the earth. But
never may we take the view:
“Today I shall do God a favor
'gy sharing in that ministry.”

hat would be a most im-
proper. view. By engaging in
the ministry one does not do
Jehovah a favor. How could
one do him a favor by preach-
ing? In fact, what favor can
any person do for Jehovah?
Absolutely none! What, then,
can one do for Jehovah? Noth-
ing at all to better him or his
position. However, there is
something one can do to please
him. Loyally serve as his min-
ister and thus be a source of
delight to_him, making glad
his heart. In turn Jehovah, as
a lovinfl Father, can and will
favor his faithful witnesses
with everlasting life in his
righteous new world and more
than fill every righteous desire
of the heart. W 2/15 1, 6

Monday, March 3

Now when they beheld the
outspokenness of Peter and
John, and perceived that they
were men unlettered and or-
dinary, they got to wondering.
And thcy began to recognize
about them that they used to

be with Jesus.—Acts 4: 13

Modern ministers admit that
their religions have backslid
from true Christiauit§ ‘Why
have they backslid? Because
80 many modern ministers fail
to provide nourishing spiritual
food that inspires love for God.
This failure a religious writer
charged to their theological

seminary training. Many per-
sons say Jehovah’s witnesses
should graduate from _theo-
logical seminaries to qualify as
ministers. But why go there
to get cold water thrown on
their burnin% zeal for Jeho-
vah? Even lukewarmness is
grounds for expelling persons
from the ministry. Neither
Christ nor his apostles and
disciples attended the formal
religious schools of their day,
yet they succeeded gloriously ;
the secribes and Pharisees and
Sadducees studied there but as
ministers they failed miserably.
W 6/16, 5a

Tuesday, March 4

Who will separate us from the
love of the Christ? Will trib-
ulation or distress or persecu-
tion or hunger or nakedness or
danger or sword? To the con-
trary, in oll these things we
are coming off completely vic-
torious through him that
loved us.—Rom. 8: 35, 37.

You should cultivate such a
keen desire for God’'s new
world that nothing will be able
to pull you away from Jeho-
vah and his organization. You
should build up in your mind
the same assurance that Paul
had. He was “convinced that
neither death nor life nor an-
gels nor governments nor
things here nor things to come
nor powers nor height nor
depth nor any other creation”
could separate him from God’s
love. Certainly if you too are
convinced that none of these
things can separate you from
the love of God and his ex-
pression of that love as found
in Christ and in his ereating of
the new world, you will hardly
allow wrong desires to pull
you away. You will recognize
how they endanger your fu-
ture. You will put them away
from you before they can get
rooted and bring you to grief.
You will not make the mistake
of allowing your mind to dwell
upon them. W 7/1 22a



Wednesday, March §

This book of the law should
not depart from your mouth
and you must in an undertone
read in it day and night in or-
der that you may take care to
do according to all that is
written in it, for then you will
make your way successful and
then you will act wisely.
—Josh. 1: 8.

To survive Armageddon we
must fit into God’s purpose for
the cleansed earth by reflecting
his praise along with the earth,
and we must start doing this
now., And we must do it in
God’s way, which we learn by
studying his Word. One aspect
of study that is woefully neg-
lected today is meditation.
The Bible frequentlﬁ counsels
us to do it, as in the case of
Joshua noted above. This read-
ing in an undertone is like
talking to yourself, an audible
musing, and since it is slower
than reading to yourself it
keeps the idea on the mind
longer to soak in and be ab-
sorbed more. Moreover, it en-
ters the mind in two ways,
through both the eye and the
ear, which impresses it on the
mind with greater force. Do-
ing this will enable us to make
our way successful and to act
wisely. W 8/1 4, 5a

Thursday, March 6

This beautiful trust guard
through the holy spirit which
is dwelling in us,—2 Tim.
1:14.

A trust is that which has
been committed to one’s care
for profitable use or for safe-
keeping, for which an account
must be rendered. Something
given in confidence to be use
for the benefit of another is a
trust. It is a duty incumbent
on one, something that one is
bound in honor to keep invio-
late. Therefore a trust is not
to be taken lightly. A trustee
must comply with the terms of
his trust and prove trust-

worthy or suffer the conse-
quences. To be entrusted with
anything by the Most High God
is an unspeakable privilege.
The ministry of the glorious
good news 1s a sacred trust
from God, of which every true
Christian is a trustee. Indeed,
the greatest honor that could
be given to any man is for him
to hold and guard this beauti-
ful trust from God; yet we
are humble before him. No
Christian should ever forget
his position. It must always be
foremost in his thoughts. The
honor is great; it is accom-
panied with ireat responsibil-
ity. W 4/1 1-

Friday, March 7

Praise Jehoveh, all you na-
tions; commend him, all yow
clans.—Ps. 11¥: 1.

All nations will yet be unit-
ed in the worship of ane God.
Only the one true God could
thus win the worship of all
the religiously divided nations
of today. The look of things
seems to kill all hope and like-
lihood that all the nations of
earth will one day be happily
united in worshiping this one
God who is alone in having the
name Jehovah. Still He has
addressed the command given
above to the people of the na-
tions. This call to praise the
one living and true God was
not preserved in writing to this
day in vain, to go unfulfilled.
Despite the tumult of the na-
tions, now for more than forty
years the call to his praise has
met with a remarkable re-
sponse in more than 160 lands.
The end of this response is not
yet. The call continues to go
forth with increasing volume.
More people are intelligently
hearing. More are certain to
respond out of all nations and
to praise this one God Jeho-
vah. Are you doing your part
to bring about this expansion
of Jehovah’s praise? W 10/15

(]



Saturday, March 8

Abundant peace belongs to

those loving your law, and for

them there is no stumbling
block.~—Ps. 119: 165.

Now is the time for us to
give sober thought to what we
are doing. We face a subtle foe
in Satan and many snares are
laid to trap us. As each trial
of our devotion comes along
we must keep our emotions
calm. We must think out mat-
ters patiently and consider
carefully the counsel from
God’s Word and organization
before making a move that
may endanger our service. We
have to become spiritually ma-
ture, able to make decisions
that are right. More and more
the world follows passion and
ignores principle; but let us
keep adhering to Christian
principle, putting aside the
passions of the flesh. As Chris-
tians our dedication is made.
We are willing to suffer for
righteousness’ sake. We are
no part of this world, nor
do we ever want to be. It is a
time of final judgment. Ever-
lasting life hangs in the bal-
ance. Think on God’s things
and be governed by them. Gain
everlasting life by never com-
promising on Christian prin-
ciples. W 9/1 17a

Sunday, March 9

This means everlasting life,
their taking in knowledge of
you, the only true God, and of
the one whom you sent forth,
Jesus Christ.—John 17:3.

Study of God’s Word,
searching of the Scriptures
and observing the continuing
fulfillment of God-given proph-
ecy make one’s faith strong.
(Heb, 11:1, 2) One wit
faith in God, with love for
Him and for his neighbor, will
prolong his days, because love
puts away all covetousness.
‘He that hateth covetousness
shall prolong his days.” Our
right thinking and our proper

use of accurate knowledge
bring life. Gaining of everlast-
ing life depends wupon our
knowledge, our continually
taking in knowledge of Jeho-
vah and his Son. However, Sa-
tan will always want us to
think that life comes through
possession of property, mate-
rial things, rather than through
right knowledge and under-
standing of God’s purposes.
Life, to begin with, is because
God is love and has shown it
through undeserved kindness.
He is not obliged to give us
this life. It is his gift to all
those who *serve him with a
complete heart.”—1 Chron. 28:
9. W1/117,18

Monday, March 10

Follow the course of hospital-
ity.—Rom. 12: 13.

To “follow” the course of
hospitality means more than
just having the desire to be
ospitable; it means to make
a practice of it, to seek after
the course, to be ever alert to
exercise kindness and to use
every opportunity to pour “oil
and wine” on the spiritual
wounds of strangers. If some
brothers are naturally reserved
they can find an eagy approach
to strangers by using such
questions as: “How did you
like the talk?” After one visit
to the Kingdom Hall a stran-
ger should no longer be a stran-
ger, but welcomed in a warm
way, as if he were a brother.
“Welcome one another, just as
Christ welcomed us.” (Rom.
15:7) Yes, and this enriching
course of hospitality is not
something reserved for stran-
gers. By our kindness and hos-
pitality we can also show con-
vincing evidence of our broth-
erly love. By following the
course of hospitality toward
our brothers, yes, by sharing
“with the holy ones according
to their needs,” we can show
our love “in fuller measure.”
—Rom., 12:13; 1 Thess. 4:
9, 10. W 1/15 19, 20



Tuesday, March 11

As a father does his children,
we kept exhorting each one of
you, and consoling and bearing
witness to you.—I1 Thess.
2:11.

To counteract the destruc-
tive effects of Satan’s “birds,”
the heat of persecution and the
thorns of selfish material con-
cerns, we must keep on mani-
festing a genuine interest in
the welfare of our good-will
persons and persevere in show-
ing love. In conducting our
studies, therefore, let us never
become mechanical, so that we
do not note whether our good-
will persons are getting the
sense of what they are study-
ing. Unless theg really are
they cannot be built up. Re-
member, those who brought
forth fruit first of all got the
sense of it. And just as seed
needs regular sunshine and
rain, so let us be regular,
punctual and dependable, set-
ting the right examgle. Hap-
hazardness does not show much
love; it will not cultivate ap-
preciation in the good-will
‘stranger.”” We cannot escape
it; if he is to become strong
enough to resist religious op-
position and discount the temp-
tations of the world, we must
show him love. W 3/15 18, 19a

Wednesday, March 12

Ilappy is that slave if his mas-
ter on arriving finds him do-
ing so. . . . He will appoint
him over all his belongings.
—Matt. 24: 46, 47.

To continue in God’s faver
we must uniistakably identify
his channel of communication.
Particularly since 1919 has it
been true that he has appoint-
ed the collective body of the
anointed remnant over all the
vigible interests of the King-
dom. The slave then became
responsible not only for min-
istering to the needs of the
anointed body members but al-

so for preaching the good news
of the established Kingdom to
people of all nations. This is
true, not by their determina-
tion of it, but because God
himself has so directed. It is
vital that we appreciate this
fact and respond to the direc-
tions of the slave as we would
to the voice of God, because it
is His provision. This matter
of theocratic appointment per-
meates ever art of the or-
ganization. It is directed from
the top, from Jehovah him-
self, down. Those in responsi-
ble positions are all part of
this theocratic structure. W
6/151, 8

Thursday, March 13

Be training yourself with god-
ly devotion as your aim.
—1 Tim., 4: 7.

A Christian is a minister of
God and he must therefore
train and equip himself, aim-
ing in the right direction for
success. His mind is kept clear
and his eye sharply fixed on
his goal of godly devotion. Al-
ways the Christian is governed
by the fear of Jehovah as he
prepares himself and guides
his course. The closer he ap-
plies himself to training in
gogly devotion the more bene-

cial results he attains. The
more conscientious an athlete
is the more benefit he gains
and it is beneficial for a little
while. But godly devotion “is
beneficial for all things, as it
holds promise of the life now
and that which is to come.”
As the athlete allows nothing
else to become of greater im-
portance to him than his train-
ing, so godly devotion can be
developed when one avoids
having his attention distracted
from what he is doing. Taking
only occasional interest in god-
ly devotion and service cannot
lead us to success. The King-
dom demands our first con-
sideration, without wavering.
4/1 6



Friday, March 14

I shall pour some of my s 1rwt

out upon every kind of

and . . . your young men uzll

see visions and your old men
will dream2 d;e;mzs —Acts

One of the ways in which
possession of holy spirit mani-
fests itself today is by enlight-
ening God’s servants as to his
will and purposes, even as the
120 disciples were enlightened
at Pentecost. Until they re-
ceived the holy spirit they kept
on looking for an earthly king-
dom. Alt%ough they read the
Seriptures and heard Jesus
preach they did not under-
stand. Likewise today, Joel 2:
28, 29 is having fulfillment up-
on Jehovah’s faithful remnant,
for his servants, as young, en-
ergetic men, arc seeing visions
of a new heavens and a new
earth in which righteousness
is to dwell, all as a result of
his pouring out some of his
spirit upon them. They have
had the e;es of their heart
enlightened’ so that they un-
derstand who Jehovah is, what
his purposes are, why he has

ermitted evil and how his
Word is harmonious from be-
ginning to end. Yes, they are
‘beholding wondrous things out
%f) God’s Word.” W 7/15 11,
2a

Saturday, March 15

Though these three men, Noah,
Daniel, and Job, were in_ it,
they should deliver but their
own souls by their righteous-
ness, saith the Lord Jehovah.
—BEzek. 1}: 14, AS

There are now Christian
people of true righteousness
like Noah, Daniel and Job;
and these, God has promlsed
will be spared and survive the
destruction of the old world
into the righteous new world.
There will be a remnant sur-
viving, even as Jesus said in
his prophecy ahout the end of
the world. (Matt. 24:22)
James wrote of the coming

gment upon this world and
sal “Look! the judge is
standing before the doors.

You have heard of the endur-
ance of Job and have seen the
outcome Jehovah gave, that
Jehovah is very tender in af—
fection and compassionate.”
(Jas. 5 9-11) In accord with
James’ encouragement to us,
we too want to be pronounced
happy. We_too want God to
be very tender in affection and
compassionate toward us and
not destroy us during the exe-
cution of his judgments at Ar-
mageddon. To survive we must
have endurance like Job’s. W
10/15,6

Sunday, March 16

This is what the love of Qod
means, that we observe his
commandments; and wyet his
commandments are not burden-
some.—1 John 5:

The heart is the seat of af-
fection, and those who love Je-
hovah from the heart will
taste and eat and relish the
menu of work provided by him,
not finding it burdensome.
Some, however, do find God’s
commands burdensome. This is
because they do not desire the
change of heart that would
move them to stop the works
of the flesh and start the works
of preaching. So they say they
are too busy, or pick 1magi-
nary flaws with some doctrine.
They decide against the faith-
ful course before their eyes are
opened to the happiness it
brings, before they have tasted
its joys. If they would con-
tinue studying they would
come to appreciate all the
blessings Jehovah has provided
—and what blessings he has
provided !—and his love thus
manifested would cause them
to love him in return. Then
obedience to him would be a
joy: ‘“As for us, we love, be-
cause he first loved us.” Thus
their seat of affection would
change and God’s law get on
their heart. W 2/1 13a



Monday, March 17

Do not loiter at your business.
Be aglow with the spirit. Be
slaves to }];hgvah.—Rom.

This is our heavenly Fa-
ther’s great time of harvest. It
is hardly the time to become
indifferent to instruction and
our privileges of service. “The
son acting with insight is gath-
ering during the summertime;
the son acting shamefully is
fast asleep during the harvest.”
(Prov. 10: 5) Has Jehovah a
place in his New World so-
ciety for those who shame him
by their laziness? Or those
who think they can settle back
now, just take things easy and
be concerned mostly about com-
fortable things for themselves?
No. Such ones his Son Jesus
Christ will vomit out of his
mouth. Happily the increase in
the New World society V5)1'oves
that we are working. We are
accomplishing a great work
and are not just idly listening
and reading, ‘loitering at our
business.” Nor will we relax
our vigilance and become lazy
because almost a half century
has passed since the birth of
the Kingdom. No, we will con-
tinue active in the Kingdom
service, like the wise man who
built his house on solid rock.
W 38/1 15, 16

Tuesday, March 18

Truly I tell you today, You
will be with me in Paradise.
—Lulke 23: }3.

When all mankind wor-
shiped the one God Jehovah,
it was in an earthly paradise,
IEden. Likewise, when all the
Kingdom-preaching survivors
practice the one pure religion
after Armageddon, paradise
will soon make its reappear-
ance. God will bless mankind’s
efforts in beautifying their
cternal earthly home, just as
he blessed Israel’s land when
its inhabitants worshiped and
obeyed him, so that it was a

land “flowing with milk and
honey.” And just as animals
and birds issued forth from
Noah’s ark after the flood long
ago, so animals and birds will
likewise be preserved through
Armageddon and be in subjec-
tion to the inhabitants of the
new world. In view of Christ’s
gacrifice it will not be neces-
sary to sacrifice any animals
when worshiping God, the way
Noah did. At the present time
it is our grivilege to tell men
of good will of God’s provision
for paradise, even as Jesus did
to the evildoer of good will im-
gglgg alongside him. W 4/15

Wednesday, March 19

There i8 not a creation that is
not manifest to his sight, dbut
all things are naked and open-
ly exposed to the eyes of him
with whom we have an ac-
counting.—Heb. }: 13.

Showing respect for Jeho-
vah’s organization really re-
solves itself down to our at-
titude toward God’s visible
channel and the trust that we
place in our proved, faithful
brothers. If we have become
thoroughly convinced that this
is Jehovah’s organization, that
he is guiding and directing his
people, then we shall not be
unsettled by anything that hap-
pens. If something comes up
that we do not understand we
will not criticize but wait pa-
tiently until it is made thor-
oughly clear to us. Since all
things are openly exposed to
Jehovah’s eyes he knows what
is going on, and if he is willing
to permit it, who are we to
insist it should be different? If
we really have faith we will
know that if it is wrong he
will straighten it out eventual-
ly, and we are far safer inside
his organization even with
these minor difficulties than
we would be on the outside,
where only chaos and destruc-
tion await us. W 5/1 14a



Thursday, March 20

I am writing you these things,
. . . that you may know how
you ought to conduct yourself
in God's Iéousehoéd —1 Tim.
s 14, 15.

Part of guarding our minis-
try is watching our behavior.
The ministry can be lost by us
if we do not conduct ourselves
properly. God’s Word gives us
the necessary instruction. One
keeps his Christian ministry
inviolate by shunning the de-
sires that spring from spiritual
immaturity. “Flee from the de-
sires incidental to youth, but

ursue righteousness, faith,
ove, peace, along with those
who call upon the Lord out of
a clean heart.” (2 Tim. 2: 22)
Right conduct will result from
studying God’s Word and from
seeking good association in
the congregation, association
with those who are conscien-
tiously devoted to Jehovah’s
service, who encourage you to
preach publicly and from house
to house. Avoid as much per-
sonal difficulty as possible by
remembering that any who re-
sist God’s Word or who lead
others into worldliness or im-
moraht{ are not good company
and will not help improve your
conduct in the household of
God. (1 Cor. 15:33) Walk
uprightly and let no evildoers
upset your spiritual balance.

4/123, 24

Friday, March 21

Go on bearing fruit in every
good work and increasing in
the accurate knowledge of God,
being made powerful with all
power.—Col. 1:10, 1

The truth of God's Word
provides the energy that, if
properly used, can lead to
strength and maturity. How
must it be used in_order to
gain such strength? Well, just
as you use your physical ener-
y to grow physically stron%
y exercise, 80 to gain spiritua
strength the energy that comes
from your study must be used

in  exercising your mind,
heart and tongue in tellmg
these good things out to others.
The more you share in all fea-
tures of Kingdom preaching,
the stronger you will become.
This spiritual exercise firmly
impresses your knowledge up-
on your mind and helps you
to build the strong muscles of
a victorious faith. Also, the
questions you encounter will
whet your appetite for more
knowledge and you will return
to the supply of spiritual food.
And every time this happens
you are taking another step
in the path that leads from
the milk of the Word to the
solid food that belongs to ma-
ture people. W §/15 10

Saturday, March 22

O Jehovah, your name s to
time indefinite.—Ps. 135: 13.

The gods of ancient Egypt,
Assyria and Babylon have
passed away. And so have the
gods of Medo-Persia, Greece
and Rome, leaving the impe-
rialism of their worshlpers but
a fading memory. Where is
the Igyptian triad of Isis,
Osiris and Horus? Where are
Ashur and Nisroch of Assyria?
Where are Bel and Marduk of
Babylon? Where are Ahura-
Mazda of Persia, Zeus of
Greece and Jupiter of Rome?
Throughout the many centu-
ries of ancient times one God
has contended with all those
gods and proved them to be
false, One God has survived
as winner and his worship has
continued as it should down
to this very day. He knows
who he is. ITe knows there is no
other true God but he himself;
and as in the past, so today,
all the false gods are proving
helpless for their billions of
worshipers, but this one true
God is the hope and protection
and deliverance of his wor-
shipers. It is our privilege to
extol him today, even as did
?)he psalmist long ago. W 10/15



Sunday, March 23

We request you and exhort
you by the Lord Jesus, just
as you received the instruction
from us on how you ought to
walk and please God, just as
you are in fact walking, that
you would keep on doing it

more fully—1 Thess. 4: 1.

Paul knew that the influence
of the world would affect those
taking up the Christian course.
So he constantly gave them
sound admonition, He knew
that the early Christians who
were seeking God’s kingdom
were walking properly. But he
urged them to do it more fully.
There was a little slipping on
their part and he knew that
eventually this would lead to
others doing the same thing,
until the material riches of
this world would become more
attractive than the spiritual
riches. Paul knew, as Jesus
had taught, that where the
heart of a Christian was, there
his treasure would be. But if
we no longer tried to store up
treasures in heaven, then we
would have begun to store up
treasures on earth. If we want
to be pleasing to Jehovah we
must avoid materialism and
serve himm with a complete
heart. W 1/1 9

Monday, March 24

Do not be misled. Neither . . .
greedy persons, nor drunkards,
nor revilers, mor extortioners
will inherit God’'s kingdom.
—1 Cor. 6: 9, 10.

Just as we must be reason-
able in_giving, so we must be
in receiving. Since we give in
a way worthy of the holy ones,
we should, in like manner, re-
ceive. Be reasonable in accept-
ing what is offered. If we have
been invited to a meal we
should be moderate, unselfish.
If five persons are to share it
and only five pieces of meat

are on the table, we should be
thoughtful and take just one
piece, though our appetite may
crave more. God hates selfish
people. No greedy person will
inherit his kingdom. Remem-
ber, at the end of Christ’s
thousand-year reign it will be
an expression of selfishness
that will cause many to share
the fate of the Devil. Begin
now to root out all forms of
selfishness. The more progress
we make in that direction now,
the better it will be for us
when the final test comes. So
just as giving requires alert
kindness and thoughtfulness,
so does receiving. W 1/15 12a

Tuesday, March 25

Keep strict watch that how
you walk i8 not as unwise but
as wise persons, buying out
the opportune time for your-
selves.—Eph. 5: 15, 16.
To share regularly in the
ministry requires careful budg-
eting of time. If we are not
careful we may allow ourselves
to become so weighted down
with worldly cares that we
have difficulty arranging time
for the ministry. That is a
dangerous position to get into,
for it means failing to carry
out our dedication vows made
to Jehovah. Ministers who
have a proper view of the min-
istry do not allow themselves
to become so busy or weighted
down that they cannot regular-
ly attend meetings and engage
in the ministry, for they know
that ‘you can always find time
to do the things that you really
want to do.”’ So they arrange
to share regularly in ministe-
rial activity, regardless of their
circumstances or the demands
this devilish old world may im-
ose on them, continually l‘;eep-
ing in mind the fact that the
ministry is an integral part of
acceptable worship and that
now is the opportune time to
praise Jehovah. W 2/15 9, 10



Wednesday, March 26

These words . . . must prove
to be on your heart, and you
must inculcate them in your
son and speak of them when
you 8it in your house and
when you walk on the road
and when you lie down and
when youg g%t ’;tp.—Deut.

:6, 7.

As has been well observed,
‘to love a person means_to
care for and feel respousible
for his life and growth and the
development of all his facul-
ties and powers.” Thus paren-
tal love builds up children be-
cause it sees the children’s
needs and how these can be
supplied, especially their spir-
itual needs, distinguishing be-
tween what they want and
what really are their needs.
Love will make parents the
cheerful companions of their
children, and especially will
love make fathers the much-
needed companions of their
sons. Modern research indi-
cates that one of the main rea-
sons why many boys join de-
structive ‘“gangs” is lack of
wholesome adult male com-
panionship. So you fathers in
particular, note God’s com-
mand given above. And remem-
ber, to inculcate means ‘“to
impress upon the mind by re-
peated an em]))hatic repetition
or admonition.” W 8/15 19

Thursday, March 27
Keep your balance in all
things, . . . thoroughly ac-

complish ]1/0“" ministry.

—2 Tim. }: 5.

Nothing is to be permitted
to interfere with our personal
preparation and carrying out of
the ministry. We are obliged
to accomplish our ministry
thoroughly. That requires our
constant attention. To be thor-
ough we must complete the
work assigned. Any work
worth doing is worth doing
right and the ministry is the
most worthy work in the world.
Dedication to this ministerial

service entails much personal
examination and reflection.
The most serious step we make
in life is this dedicating of
ourselves to Jehovah’s service
and the accepting of the trust
at his hands. Then we must
be absorbed in our dedication
and service, especially now.
We have a precious treasure
to guard and, if we become in
the least spiritually sleepy, in-
differently careless or even
distracted for a moment, what
we have may be taken away
from us. What we have under-
taken we must keep on doing,
advancing, seeking the guid-
ance of Jehovah’s spirit iu
guarding the trust given us.

W 4/125

Friday, March 28

Narrow is the gate and
cramped the road leading off
into life, and few are the ones
finding st.—Matt. 7: 14.
Since this old world is fac-
ing God’s adverse judgment,
we are in a very dangerous
Fosition. Its lustful desires, its
ove for money and its grasp-
ing for material thin% con-
front us on every side. We are
constantly subject to its at-
tractions, its temptations and
its wrong thinking. By our
being continually surrounded
by such bad influences our
walking the narrow way is
made very difficult. We will
not be able to stay on it if we
permit our minds to dwell upon
these things and thus build up
a desire for them. If we fail
to recognize the power of
wrong desire and to make
every effort to resist it we
shall inevitably be caught by
its bait and be led into sin and
death. Therefore, let every one
of us remember what the pow-
er of wrong desire did to
Achan, to Judas, to the first
human pair and to the angels
that sinned. Let each of us
recognize that power and make
every effort to resist it, for its
way is the way to sin and to
eternal death. W 7/1 23



Saturday, March 29

Sanctify them by means of the
truth s your word is truth.
—John 17: 17.

True Christians are gov-
erned by principles. A princi-
ple is a fundamental truth.
Sinece truth is that which is in
accordance with the actual
state of things, principles es-
sentially are statements of bas-
ic facts. The Bible contains
thousands of these principles.
Some of these are expressly
stated, such as: ‘“Whoever,
therefore, wants to be a friend
of the world is constituting
himself an enemy of God.”
(Jas. 4: 4) Others are deduced
or are found in the book of
nature, as Paul wrote at Ro-
mans 1:20: God’s “invisible
qualities are clearly seen from
the world’s creation onward,
because they are understood
by the things made.,” Such
Erl_ne_lples might be viewed as
uilding materials assembled
according to plans to form a
house. When assembled togeth-
er accordln%to divine pattern
they form Bible doctrines of
truth. Jehovah’s theocratic
laws are also based on prin-
ciples of truth. Therefore, just
as true principles are used to
build up all the many Bible
doctrines, so true principles
lie behind all God’s laws. W
9/11,2,4

Sunday, March 30

Princes will rule in justice.
Each will be like a hiding-place
from the wind, a covert from
the tempest.—Isa. 32: 1, 2, RS.

If God has entrusted some
of his flock to your care you
should be keenly aware of the
great responsibility resting up-
on you. Such a position does
not engender any feeling of
superiority in a truly theo-
cratic person, but rather hu-
mility., Your desire should be
to serve God and your broth-
ers, not to be waited on by

others. Those of the anointed
remnant are brothers of Christ
the King. If they do not meet
the requirements of service
now they will be rejected as
unfaithful in a few things, will
lose the joy of their Lord and
will not be promoted to the
heavenly kingship. They want
to attain to the prize set be-
fore them. The other sheep
must likewise prove faithful in
promoting the interests of the
Master. If they do so, it may
be their happ{ lot to continue
in positions of princely service
right through Armageddon and
antg God’s new world. W 6/15
, ba

Monday, March 381

The things you heard from
me with the support of many
witnesses, these things commit
to faithful men who in turn
will be adequately qualified to
teach others.—2 Tim. 2: 2.

The truth is Jehovah’s. It
is given to us as a trust to be
used for the benefit of others,
and an account must be ren-
dered to Him. The truth is to
be shared. This applies to all
who know something about the
truth, whether little or much.
We must pass on what we
know. The Christian is under
obligation to be teaching others
what he has learned. Others
must be built up in the minis-
try. Once he has started, the
Christian must go on teaching
these things and giving these
exhortations. This is Jehovah’s
arrangement for building up
world-wide praise in these last
days of Satan’s rule and for
announcement of the good
news of the Kingdom. When
anyone learns the truth Jeho-
vah expects him to train up
others in the way of true wor-
ship. Each one helps one or
more and so the theocratic
organization, the New World
society, flourishes everywhere.
This is pleasing to Jehovah.
W 4/1 4a



Acting on Wise Sayings for Our Day.—Prov. 1: 20, 21.

Tuesday, April 1
I, the congregator, happened
to be king over Israel in Jeru-
salem.—Hccel. 1:12.

A thousand years before the
Christian era King Solomon
wrote a book of more than hu-
man wisdom, popularly called
Ecclesiastes, and in this book
he speaks of himself in the ca-
pacity of congregator or as-
sembler. Among the times that
Solomon as a congregator con-
gregated his people was the
dedication of the temple he
had built. (1 Ki. 8:1, 6) In
Hebrew this book is called Qo-
hel’eth, which means “Congre-
gator.” It is true that in that
language the word Qo.hel'eth
is in the feminine gender, but
so is the Hebrew word for
“‘wisdom” ; and yet King Solo-
mon, because of his God-given
wisdom, was used as a symbol
of wisdom, as if he were wis-
dom personified. urthermore,
the One whom King Solomon
foreshadowed in the days of
his wisdom is outstandingly
the embodiment of heavenly
wisdom. As the congregator of
his_people Solomon acted for
their highest welfare, to lead
them in the worship of God,
with whom they had made a
solemn agreement, even as Je-
sus Christ leads his people to-
day. W 11/15 2-4

Wednesday, April 2

Ile himself by imputation bore

our sins in his own body upon

the stake, in order that we

might be done with sins and

live to righteousness. And “by

his stripes you were healed.”
~1 Pet. 2:2}

It is only through a healed
nation that God’s healing can
be held out to people of all
nations. Never before has there
been greater need for spiritual
healing from God than now.
Happily there are some of
that healed nation on earth
today. No, these heuled ones

are not the citizen-body of the
United States. Theirs is not
the chosen nation whose God
is Jehovah and to whom all
other nations may look for the
spiritual healing that leads to
everlasting life in the perfec-
tion of health in God’s new
world.  Rather, ]Y)articularly
since the close of World War I
it has been the healed witnesses
of Jehovah that have been
bringing forth the fruits of
God’s kingdom by fulfilling the
{)rophec at Matthew 24: 14.
V 9/15 31-33

Thursday, April 8

Memorial Date
After 6 p.m., S.T.

The one finding me will cer-
tainly find life, and gets good
will from Jehovah. But the one
missing me is doing violence
to his soul; all those intensely
hating me are the ones that do
love death.—Prov. 8: 35, 36.

It is the way of wisdom for
us in this modern day to be-
come Christ’s disciples and to
copfz Christ, for “carefully con-
cealed in him are all the treas-
ures of wisdom and of knowl-
edge.” (Col. 2:3) Christ is
the very embodiment of God’s
wisdom, and our aceeptance of
him as the one God provided
for our salvation from the
death that resulted from
Adam’s unwisdom leads to life.
As wisdom personified he says
the words cited above. It is
wiser than the polities of this
world for us to accept the
glorified Jesus Christ as Je-
hovah’s anointed King of the
new world, for he s wiser
than King Solomon. To him
even the angels of heaven say:
“The Lamb that was slaugh-
tered is worthy to receive the
power and riches and wisdom
and strength and honor and
glory and blessing.” (Rev. 5:
12) Ile has everything that
the King of the new world
needs. W 11/1 14



Friday, April 4

We became gentle in the midst
of you, as when a nursing
mother cherishes her own
children.—1 Thess. 2: 7.

If we would build up those
of good will we must never
lose sight of our goal, namely,
helping them to become mem-
bers of the New World society,
share in the vindication of
Jehovah’s name and gain life
in the new world. We must
have a real concern for these,
even as Jesus had: “On seeing
the crowds he felt tender affec-
tion for them, because they
were skinned and knocked
about like sheep without a
shepherd.” We may be ever so
efficient in wielding the sword
of the spirit and be buying out
the opportune time in favor-
able and troublesome season,
but unless we have tender af-
fection for the ones to whom
we minister, and show it by
our words and actions, our
good-will persons will not be
built up. Paul manifested this
love for those to whom he had
brought the truth. He remem-
bered them in his prayers, and
when unable to visit them
wrote encouraging letters. Do
you mention in your prayers
those with whom you study?
W 8/15 16, 20a

Saturday, April 5

And three companions of Job
got to hear of all this calamity
that had come upon him, and
they proceeded to come, each
one from his own place.
—Job 2: 11.

In the spring of 1919 God
revived the remnant and set
them to work in proclaiming
the Kingdom good news. But
their trials were not over, as
Satan’s further mistreatment
of Job prophetically portrayed.
A period of religious contro-
versy was due, this to be off-
set by consoling enlightenment
from God. Satan maneuvered
three companions of Job, Eli-

phaz, Bildad and Zophar, to
come together by anomtment
and launch a triple-blow as-
sault on Job’s integrity, to
ruin it if possible. At first
sight they did not recognize
the disease-wasted Job. They
put on a scene of demonstra-
tive mourning over him. Si-
lently they sat observing him
for seven days, opening their
minds to Satan’s suggestions
as to what Job’s condition in-
dicated. Even as Job found it
to be so, so do we today; mis-
guided friends, with misdirect-
ed persuasiveness, can prove
to be a searching test of our
integrity toward Jehovah God.
w 10/1y 24, 25

Sunday, April 6

Ilonor your father and your
mother—Ex. 20: 12.

Some who call themselves
Christians and who claim God
as their Father boast that they
walk with God alone and that
he directs their steps personal-
ly. Such persons not only for-
sake the teaching or law of
the mother, but literally throw
God’s woman out into the
streets, The light of God’s
truth is not for them. In the
nation of Israel Jehovah made
obedience to parents manda-
tory, it being the fifth of the
Ten Commandments. The re-
ward for obedience was long
life; for disobedience, death.
Such honor and obedience was
required not only as due the
immediate parents but also as
rightfully belonging to the old-
er men of influence in Israel.
Failure to render such proper

respect to Elisha brought
speedy punishment upon a
gung of juvenile delinquents.

oday also, God requires and
exacts from his children obe-
dience, honor and respect.
These must be rendered not
only to the living God himself,
but to his wifely organization
as well, which is represented
on earth by the Society. W
5/14



Monday, April 7

Let us hear the conclusion c()lf
the whole matter: Fear God,
and keep his commandments:
for this is the whole duty of
man. For Qod shall bring ev-
ery work into_ judgment, with
every secret thing, whether it
be good, or whether it be evil.
—Eccl. 12: 18, 14, AV.

Since there is a Creator who
gave us life, and who inspired
a book to tell us how to keep
life, then we had better give
heed with every ounce of ener-
gy to do what he says is nec-
essary to make this fleeting
shadow stop in its tracks, to fix
the colors in this fading flower.
There is no present work, no
occupation, mno thoughts, no
words more important—or
even important at all—than
those that will make our life
permanent, that will make it
a permanent swimmer in the
stream of time. This is the
most practical, the only prac-
tical, course in this life that
ig a mere tick in time. So after
showing all the vanity of this
life and its futile pursuits by
specks of humanity, the con-
gregator brushes aside all the
vain occupations and efforts
and foibles of men to put his
finger on the ome and only
thing of any consequence in
this momentary existence, as
noted above. W 8/1 17a

Tuesday, April 8

I shall not prove to be with

you again unless you annihi-

late the thing devoted to de-

struction out of your midst.
—Josh. 7: 12.

Achan had secretly enter-
tained and fulfilled a wrong de-
sire. His actions, however, did
not go unnoticed. Though no
human eyes saw his disobe-
dient act, God’s eyes had. Since
God would not allow such a
person_to corrupt his people,
he let Joshua know that Israel
was defiled by an act of willful
disobedience. When the lot

singled out Achan and he con-
fessed his wicked act and his
guilt was proved, Achan was
then taken outside the camp
and stoned to death. His ex-
perience clearly illustrates the
power of wrong desire and
what it leads to. It shows that
even though the fulfilling of a
wrong desire may be in secret
it does not go unnoticed. Je-
hovah God, the universal Sov-
ereign, sees it and he will not
forget. But wicked men like
Achan fail to recognize this
fact. Truly we must be very
careful about the desires we
cultivate, making sure that
éhgy are not bad ones. W 7/1

Wednesday, April 9

Whoever gives one of these
little ones only a cup of cold
water to drink because he is a
disciple, I tell you truly, he
will by no means lose his re-
ward.—Matt, 10: 42.

This does not mean that by
a single act of hospitality any-
one can get through Armaged-
don. But it does mean that
those who show a hospitable
spirit toward us will receive a
fitting reward: spiritual en-
lightenment. For if people are
openhearted because of who we
are, they are likely to receive
spiritually in like manner.
Sometimes people invite us to
stay at their homes without
charge—just because of who
we are. We, in turn, give them
bountiful spiritual blessings.
Then, if their hearts are right,
they come into the truth and
are in line for everlasting life.
Likewise, when we show hos-
Eitality to our brothers we are

enefited by spiritnal stimula-
tion. The theocratic conversa-
tion of our brothers encour-
ages us in Kingdom work. Cer-
tainly a household that enter-
tains a circuit servant or of-
fers a meal to & pioneer can-
not help but benefit and be up-
lifted by spiritually enriching
conversation. W 1/15 8, 7



Thursday, April 10

True wisdom itself keeps cry-
ing aloud in the very street.
—Prov. 1:20.

It requires knowledge and
wisdom and understanding to
live nowadays and in the fu-
ture. No one knows this better
than Jehovah God, who fore-
saw and who foretold this mod-
ern day. Therefore as never
before he causes his wisdom to
cry out and give warning. To-
day men dread a world catas-
trophe, one brought by their
own hands in the use of all
the modern means of warfare.
Jesus’ prophecy foretelling the
evidences that we have entered
into the time of the end de-
scribed the fear-stricken con-
dition today. (Luke 21:25,

6) The wisdom of God, how-
ever, knows that the "world
catastrophe will not come by
the mere destructive hand of
man and devils, but by the
righteous warfare of Jehovah
against Satan’s world organi-
zation in heaven and on earth,
and that it will be far worse
than the hearts of panicky
men can imagine. Therefore
God’s wisdom, in expression of
his loving mercy, cries out now
before it is too late. It is our
?nvllege to be used by Jehovah
or this purpose. W 11/19, 11,

Friday, April 11

As for your eyes, straight
ahead they should look, yes,
your own beaming eyes should
gaze straight in front of you.
Do not incline to the right
hand or to the left. Remove
your foot from what is bad.
—Prov. 4: 25, 27.

When we know what is the
right thing to do we should do
it even if our heart desires
something else. We should dis-
cipline ourselves, make our-
selves do it, and in time our
hearts will be won over to
righteousness and gain peace.

Otherwise, our hearts will be-
come set in a wrong course. If
there is no discipline, no fore-
ing into right conduet, the
heart sets in an evil way and
cannot be softened for taking
upon itself the impressions of
God’s law: “Because sentence
against a bad work has not
been executed speedily, that is
why the heart of the soms of
men has become full{y set in
them to do bad.” (Eccl. 8:11)
Yes, disciplinary action will
make a change for the better
in the heart meditating bad.
So if we do not let our hearts
get away thh it they will not
become set in doing evil. W
2/19a

Saturday, April 12

Stand firm in the faith.
—1 Cor. 16: 13.

Our faith is grounded on
knowledge. Our expectations
concerning it are held with
assurance, without doubts. We
therefore take a stable, respon-
sible course in life, which is
confidently laid upon the truth
of God’s Word, a rock founda-
tion; not in a childlike way,
startlng things we are not able
to finish or moving from one
task in the ministry to another
as fancy strikes us, without
following things through to a
successful conclusion. So we
must have faith and be con-
sistent and stable and demon-
strate the firmness of our faith
by works. Firmness in the
stand of a Christian comes
about because he takes on
responsibility toward the obli-
gations he has covenanted to
undertake. He has dedicated
himself to God, a forward
step. Positive action must fol-
low. He learns to handle re-
sponsibility in the ministry, to
be dependable and advance.
Competent, helpful servants
are eager to assist him to that
end, Every provision is made
to assist all to stand firm and
receive Jehovah’s blessing and
approval,. W 38/1 17, 18



Sunday, April 13

Whenever you vow a vow to
God, do not hesitate to pay it.
—Eccl. 5: 4.

Compromising is dangerous.
Making one compromise breaks
down a good conscience. Other
eompromises can easily follow.
The conscience that is guided
by God’s Word will stick to
right principles and help one
to keep the proper neutrality
toward the world. A dedicated
servant of God is in a position
far different from that of a
man of the world. He is under
contract to make positive ex-
pression for God’s cause, both
in words and in deeds, and he
cannot withdraw from that
contract, as the words show
above. Some might think that
neutrality of Christians to-
ward the world indicates only
that they do not participate in
some things that violate Chris-
tian principles and conscience.
But 1t is not only what you
are not that counts; it is what
you are! Neutrality toward
the world does not void action
toward New World interests.
It means active Christian min-
istry—active support of the
new world. Without such ac-
tivity we are not fulfilling our
vows. W 9/1 8, 9a

Monday, April 14

Be on the alert and on guard
against every kind of covetous-
ness, because even when a
person has an abundance his
life does not result from the
things he possesses.—Luke
12: 15.

We appreciate the unde-
served kindness of God, for it
has had a_telling effect upon
our lives. While we, as faithful
followers of Christ, have tasted
of the undeserved kindness of
God it is the Devil’'s purpose
to turn us all away from God
and bring us back into his fold,
Jehovah operates on the prin-

ciple of love; the Devil oper-
ates on the theory of selfish-
ness and he has bad his whole
worldly organization work ac-
cordingly. Selfishness breeds
covetousness; so the Bible
contains much warning against
being covetous, such as Jesus’
words quoted above. Life is a
gift from God through his Son.
It is not something God owes
us. God would have all men
living together in peace and
loving their neighbors just as
they love themselves; but to-
day man’s inclination is to-
ward selfishness. That is why
Paul, at 1 Timothy 6:9, 10,
warns us against the love of
money. W 1/1 14

Tuesday, April 15

Continue applying yourself to
public reading, to exhortation,
to teaching.—1 Tim. 4: 13.

Jehovah expects us to pro-
duce results and, with the hope
we have spurring us, we work
hard and exert ourselves in
the ministry. Our Scriptural
preparation for successful min-
istry must continue and we
must always progress in matu-
rity, as diligent students and
field workers. The Word of
God has been provided as an
instrument for our instruction
and for the help of others. We
use it in our public reading,
in exhortation to godly devo-
tion and in teaching people of
good will. To accomplish these
things we must know how to
use the Bible and advance in
the skillful handling of it. This
is a continual effort on our
part, requiring study and par-
ticipation in discussion of the
truth in meetings and with fel-
low Christians. As we make
progress we shall be able to
deal with spiritual matters
in our battle against error
and shall learn how to work
with the Word powerfully, to
the honor of Jehovah and to
the gaining of his approval.
—2 Tim. 2:15. W 4/1%7, 8



Wednesday, April 16

A young man I used to be, I
have also grown old, end yet 1
have not seen anyone righteous
forsaken, nor his offspring
looking for bread.
—Ps. 37: 25,

That Jehovah will do his
art if we do ours can be seen
rom the thousands of splendid
pioneer examples world-wide
today. Consider, for example,
the happy pionecr couple who
had but a few dollars when
they started out twenty years
ago and who have not wanted
any necessary thing all that
time. Yes, Jehovah provides
a way for those who really
wish to pioneer. Part-time
work, careful use of funds on
hand, families arranging for
one or more to pioneer, pen-
sions, and many other avenues,
open the way for industrious,
energetic ministers to pioneer.
Do not miss out on this privi-
lege if you are Secripturally
free to pioneer. There is an
urgent need for more full-time
workers now. If you can ar-
range to pioneer and qualify,
then pioneering is the service
you should be in. Blessed in-
deed are those who sce the is-
sue clearly and arrange their
affairs to start and to stay in
the ‘Inoneer work. W g/IJ
13, 1

Thursday, April 17

In the public squares [wis-
dom} keeps giving forth its
voice.—Prov. 1: 20.

Yes, God’s wisdom now
takes its position where it can
encounter many people, to give
the most extensive warning—
on the street pavements, in
public squares, at the intersec-
tions of busy thoroughfares, at
the entranceways to all the
modern facilities of the cities.
How does this divine quality of
wisdom do this? By its being
embodied in those who have
dedicated themselves to Jeho-

vah, and who have gained a
knowledge of him and his pur-
poses, and who have become
filled with his wisdom, acting
according to the counsel of his
Word and his organized peo-
ple. Copying Christ, who is
God’s wisdom personified, they
continue to go forth to preach
God’s written message publicly
and from house to house. They
have not confined their wor-
ship of God merely to meeting
together in their Kingdom
Halls. They have gone forth
from these service centers with
a message on their lips and
with the printed page in their
hands. What part are you hav-
ing in this work? W 11/1 12a

Friday, April 18

Bless Jehovah, O my soul.
Praise Jah, you people!
—Ps. 10}: 35.

Here for the first time oc-
curs that sacred Hebrew ex-
clamation, I{allelujah! Jah be-
ing the shortened form for Je-
hovah, Today we who have
witnessed the birth of his king-
dom and experienced such
blessings under it have every
reason for praising him. In
this final part of the book of
Psalms, twenty-three times we
are given this call to praise,
Hallelujah! Psalm 148:7-14
calls on_all people alive on
earth today to praise Jehovah
regardless of what may be
their position, their age or
their sex. This calls for inter-
national praise now, today, to
the one God. That is the way
the inspired psalmist felt to-
ward him. That is the way we
feel toward him who is worthy
of universal praise. Forward,
then, with the commanded
preaching of the Kingdom
news to the people of all the
nations in a final witness, that
the thankful ones may join the
universal Hallelujah and may
breathe Jehovah’s praise for-
ever in his new world! W
10/15 45, 47



Saturday, April 19

Praise Jah, you people! Praise
God in his sanctuary. Praise
him 1in the expanse of his
strength. Praise him for his
works of mightiness. Praise
him according to the abun-
dance of his greatness. Every
breathing thing—let it praise
Jah.—Ps. 150: 1, 2, 6

We are nearing the close of
the time of the end of this old
world and its kingdoms. The
time is definitely past for the
praising of men and human in-
stitutions. It is the critical
time for all who want to live
to praise Jehovah. It is the
important occasion for us to
heed the call to bless him. The
book of Psalms is divided into
five parts by five doxologies or
pronouncements of blessing up-
on the one living and true God,
Jehovah: the first doxology at
the close of Psalm 41, the
second at the close of Psalm
72, the third at the close of
Psalm 89, the fourth at the
close of Psalm 106; the fifth
brings to a close the entire book
of Psalms, being in fact Psalm
150. Everything in the expanse
of the heavens and on the
earth it embraces in its eall to
everybody to join in one grand
allelujah. W 16/15 46

Sunday, April 20

Having a tender affection for

you, we were well pleased to

impart to you, not only the

good news of God, but also our

own souls, because you be-

came beloved to us.—I1 Thess.
2:8.

Reports show that only a
minority of the publishers in
most congregations conduct
home Bible studies. Why? Be-
cause many do not have the
ability? No, rather it seems
some shy away from home Bi-
ble studies because of not wish-
ing to be tied down with the re-
sponsibility. his is an im-
proper view. Did not almost

all of us come to a knowledge
of the truth through someone’s
conducting a home Bible study
with us? Yes! Here, then, is
their value. Therefore let each
one conduct at least one home
Bible study regularly, having
the feeling toward the prospec-
tive other sheep that Paul had
toward those whom he taught.
With a proper view of the
ministry we will be not only
willing but desirous of con-
ducting Bible studies any time
they can be arranged. We will
remember that the purpose of
our ministry is to bear fruit
and that these studies are the
?r:gaans of doing so. W 2/15 34-

Monday, April 21

Let marriage be honorable
among all, and the marriage
bed be without defilement, for
God will judge fornicators and
adulterers.—Heb. 13: 4.

Among the things that love
builds up is the family circle.
And above all else, love for
Jehovah builds up the family
circle. How s0? Because love
for him is concerned about his
good name and that of the
New World society. Break
down the family cirecle and the
result is separation, adultery
and divorce, adult and juvenile
delinquency, all of which bring
reproach upon Jehovah and
the New World society, there-
fore playing right into the
hands of Satan the Devil. That
is why Jehovah is interested
in preserving the family circle
and the Devil is interested in
destroying it. Just as Chris-
tians entered the marital re-
lationship in the first place,
not merely to enjoy connubial
bliss, but because of love for
Jehovah and his righteous re-
quirements, so this same love
can furnish the strongest mo-
tivation for our wanting to
make a success of marriage by
building up the family cirele.

3/15 10



Tuesday, April 22

But now God has set the
members in the body, each one
of them, just as he Ipleased.
—1 Cor. 12: 18.

Servants in the congregation
are not such because some man
selected them. It is not the
circuit servant or the congre-
gational committee that deter-
mines who will oversee a con-
gregation. It is God’s holy
spirit that must operate to ap-
point them as overseers, in
that his Word was written un-
der the inspiration of the
holy_ spirit. In it is found a
detailed description of the ones
who may be overseers. These
requirements are set forth by
God himself, and his active
force continues to operate in
our time to move the governing
body and others in positions of
responsibility because they do
adhere closely to his ord.
When those instructions are
carefully followed and only
such ones as are described in
the Secriptures are appointed
as overseers, just who is se-
lecting them? Not man, be-
cause he did not establish the
standard to follow. It is God
himself who, by means of his
hol{ spirit, is appointing them
to be overseers.—Acts 20: 28,
W6/158,9

Wednesday, April 23

But each one is tried by being
drawn out and enticed by his
own desire. Then the desire,
when it has become fertile,
gives birth to sin; in turn, Sin,
when it has been accomplished,
brings forth death.—Jas.
, 15,

Achan permitted the desire
for forbidden things to grow
on him. He was certain that
what he had taken would never
be missed and that he could
fulfill his desire with no one
the wiser. But God had seen;
and so in the end Achan’s de-
sire for a gold bar, some silver
and a garment, which led to

sin, resulted in his death. So
we should keeg in mind what
James said about wrong de-
sires and what they lead to.
‘When we feel desire’s magnet-
ic attraction pulling us toward
something that is Scripturally
wrong, we should call to mind
what the Bible says about de-
sire and remember what hap-
pened to Achan. Then we must
exert our will power to resist
the attraction. If we fail to
put up a strong resistance
the desire will grow steadily
stronger until it becomes fer-
tile by causing us to sin. That
in turn warrants from God a
judgment of destruction. W

i

Thursday, April 24

The tongue of wise ones does
good with kn5ow2ledge.—Prov.

Wisdom is a worker. It is
the ability to use knowledge
aright; it is the exercise of
knowledge in a right way with
good results and carrying out
one’s purpose. It means action
with enlightenment. Wisdom
needs and uses knowledge. In
creating all other things God
used wisdom personified in his
first Son. Wisdom gives skill-
ful direction to one’s activity,
and because of His wisdom
and ability all activity of Je-
hovah is gerfect. This wisdom
is more than mere knowledge,
the mere possession of infor-
mation in the mind. It is the
putting of that information to
work 1n a way that brings
praise to God and therefore
benefits to his creatures. For
us to act with the wisdom of
God we have to act with
knowledge from him. That is
why it is inescapable that we
have to go to the Bible, to
study it for its knowledge,
which is necessary for us to
get life, as Jesus shows at
John 17: 3. Then one can be
wise, and one’s lips and hands
can spread this knowledge to
others. W 11/1 17, 18



Friday, April 25

Now have come to pass the
salvation and the power and
the kingdom of our God and
the authority of his Christ, be-
cause the accuser of our broth-
ers has been hurled down, who
accuses them day and night
before our God!—Rev. 12: 10.

Satan has kept on accusing
the spiritual brothers of Christ
down to this day. That is why,
when the Kingdom was born
in 1914 and war broke out in
heaven and Christ hurled Sa-
tan down to our earth, a loud
voice in heaven said the words
cited above. Since then this
accuser of Christ’s brothers
has centered his attack on the
remnant of these spirit-begot-
ten brothers, who, like Christ,
are part of the seed of God's
woman., Therefore in this time
of the end of Satan’s world the
remnant have the privilege of
showing endurance like Job’s
and proving their integrity to
God. Like Job and Jesus, they
must furnish God an answer
for Satan, that bhe may have
no cause for r ’Eroachmg God
in their case. To them their
heavenly Father now says:

‘Be wise, my _somn, and make
my_ heart rejoice, that I may
make a reply to him that is
taunting me.”—Prov. 27: 11
W 10/1 19

Saturday, April 26

The congregator has said, “the
greatest vanity! Everything is
vanity!”-—Heel. 1: 2.

Solomon, as the prophetic
type of Jesus Christ, was here
making no reference to the
work of serving God. Such
works are not vanity. even
as Paul shows: “My beloved
brothers, become steadfast, un-
movable, always having plenty
to do in the work of the Lord,
knowing that your labor is not
in vain in connection with the
Lord.” (1 Cor. 15:58) Solo-
mon was not including such

works in his sweeping ¢xpres-
sion “everything.” By “every-
thing” he meant everything
that he takes under survey,
everything that he directly
points out in his book by one
example after another. These
things have to do with this
world, not with the kingdom of
God’s righteous new world. As
God’s anointed King sitting
then upon the throne of Jeho-
vah and who had specially
asked God for wisdom to judge
(xod's people, Solomon was in
most favored position to
qtudy the behavior and aetivi-
ties of men, even to test them
out for himself, W 11/15 7

Sunday, April 27

At the upper end of the noisy
streets [wisdom] calls out.
—Prov. 1:21.

Fearlessly the servants of
Jehovah have lifted up their
voices and stretched out their
hands with Kingdom litera-
ture, inviting the people to
the spiritual feast and warn-
ing them to flee to the only
place of refuge from Armaged-
don’s storm. Since 1919, when
God’s servants recovered from
the disorganizing effects of the
first world war, God’s wisdom
expressing itself through them
has been making itself heard
through more and more pro-
claimers of God’s kingdom and
of the day of vengeance in
more and more lands and with
increasing intensity and deep-
ening penetration among the
geople Hundreds of thousands

ave responded and wisdom’s
spirit has bubbled forth to
them to make God's Word
known to them and to enliven
them to become sharers in the
further proclamation of his
Word. DBut the majority of
earth’s inhabitants have kept
refusing to listen. When Ar-
mageddon bursts upon them
with thieflike suddenness they
will cry out, but then it will
be too late. W 11/1 12-14a



Monday, April 28

Keep on acquiring power in

the undeserved kindness that

is in connection with Christ
Jesus—2 Tim. 2: 1.

Spiritual food is essential to
the welfare of the Christian
trustee. Every witness of Je-
hovah finds it necessary to de-
vote a great portion of his life
to consuming the nourishment
provided for the spiritual man,
thus “acquiring power.” This
iy spiritual power, essential to
the success of guarding our
trust. Now, as never before, we
need this spiritual power. We
are in the midst of a great
spiritual warfare, and our real
enemies are the invisible de-
mon hosts. They know they
have a short time, and they
would like to destroy us. Just
as Timothy did, we must “go
on waging the right warfare,
holding faith and a good con-
science.” Tim. 1:18, 19)
To be able to stand firm
against the machinations of
Satan we need the truth, love
of righteousness, the good
news, faith, knowledge of sal-
vation and the Word of God.
The spiritual power is ac-
quired by taking advantage of
all the provisions Jehovah has
made for us.—Eph. 6: 10-18,
W 4/19,10

Tuesday, April 29

0O come let us cry out joyfully
to Jehovah! Let us shout in
triumph _to our Rock of sal-
vation. Let us come before his
person with thanksgiving ; let
us with melodies shout in tri-

umph to him.—Ps. 95: 1, 2.

An entire book of praises
has been written to Jehovah.
In the Hebrew tongue it is
called Te.hil.lim’, meaning
“Praises.” But among those
who do not speak Hebrew it
is generally called The Psalms.
A psalm is a poem that is to
be sung to the accompaniment
of stringed instruments such
4s the harp. The shepherd Du-

vid of Bethlechem in Judea,
who became king of Jerusalem,
did not compose all 150 of the
Psalms, His name appears in
headings of 73 psalms. The
names of other composers ap-
ear in the headings of others,
Javid’s son, King Solomon,
the prophet Moses, the com-
posers Asaph, Heman and
Kthan, and then the sons of
Korah. There are 49 that bear
the names of no composers.
But by whomsoever composed
on earth, all the 150 Psalms
were_inspired by holy spirit,
and it is our privilege to sing
these praises in the hearing of
all lovers of righteousness, W
10/15 6

Wednesday, April 30

But you, when making gifts
of mercy, do not let your left
hand know what your right
is doing, that your gifts of
mercy may be in secret; then
your Father who is looking on

in secret will repay you.

—Matt. 6: 8, 4.

Christian  hospitality ex-
presses love; worldly hospital-
ity expresses pride. There is
a vast difference between the
two. One is prompted by love
and kindness, the other by
pride and seclfishness. World-
lings practice hospitality “in
front of men in order to be
observed by them.” They often
expect recipients to make re-
payment. But how different
the Christian! He shares
things with others not because
of pride or hope of repayment
but out of decp love for God
and man. So while the world-
ling gives to a man because of
what he has, the Christian
gives to a man because of what
he is—his neighbor, his broth-
er. Let us follow this Chris-
tian course of hospitality and
thus be like our Father who is
in the heavens. as well as hav-
ing a reward with him.—Matt.
6:1. W 1/15 1a



Keeping Filled with the Spirit of God.—~Eph. 5:18,

Thursday, May 1

Did you receive the spirit due
to works of law or due to obe-
dient hearings bgg/ faith?—Gal.

How can the holy spirit be
received today, and upon what
conditions? T'o illustrate: Just
as we need a radio set, elec-
tricity and proper tuning of
dials to get in touch with a
certain radio station, so we
need prayer, we need to have
the right heart condition, we
need knowledge and under-
standing, and we need asso-
ciation with and instruction by
the channel Jehovah is using
at this time to be able to re-
ceive his holy spirit. However,
that is not all. We must also
bring our lives in harmony
with God’s purposes, for “faith
without works is dead.” (Jas.
2:26) In the words given
above to the Galatians, Paul
also shows the importance of
consistent works. And that in-
cludes a great deal. It means
repenting from our wrong
course, accepting Jesus as our
Ransomer, dedicating ourselves
to the doing of God’s will and
making confession of that dedi-
cation by water baptism. And
it means following a course of
righteousness. W 7/15 1, 5, 6a

Friday, May 2

Though you never saw him,

you love him.—1 Pet. 1: 8.

Those words also apKly to
the remnant today. bsent
from their Bridegroom, they
find themselves in the world,
but dare not become a part of
it, going back to that out of
which they were drawn by
Christ. They must keep them-
selves as chaste virgins, not
spotted by this world. Like
olomon’s outward glory as
king, this world has much out-
ward attractiveness. By this it
tries to win away the affec-
tions of the espoused remnant

from Christ. But the remnant
obey the command ‘not to love
the things of this world.” In
Paul's day some Christians
were enticed by the thought of
then ruling as kings, not wait-
ing for the reigning King, Jesus
Christ, to exalt them to a seat
in his throne at the end of their
earthly course. “You are rich
already, are you? You have
begun ruling as kings without
us, have you?”’ Paul asked
them. Yes, the remnant today
know that we are not called to
reign on this earth during this
pre%ent wicked world. W 12/1

y &

Saturday, May 8

The saying of the true proverd

has happened to them: “The

dog has turned back to its own

vomit, and the sow that was

bathed to rolling in the mire.”
Pet. 2:22

Throughout the centuries
the tasting of pagan spiritual
food by Israel was the begin-
ning of backsliding, and the
spewing out of it was the start
of recovery. On the table of
Jehovah nourishing spiritual
food was_to be spread by Is-
rael’s religious leaders, but
this was not always done. At
times they would set out for
the people the doctrines of pa-
gan nations, and when these
idolatries were taken into the
mind and worshipfully prac-
ticed they snared the Israel-
ites into manifold tribulations.
What they had used as spirit-
ual food before, they used
again; and just as it had sick-
ened them before, it sickened
them again., It was a repeti-
tion of the folly that Peter
referred to in the words quoted
above to illustrate the course
of Christian backsliders. If we
would avoid becoming back-
sliders we must avoid such
gagan spiritual food.—1 Cor.

0:21,22. W6/15,6



Sunday, May 4

Really, woe is me if I did not
declare the good news!
—1 Cor. 9: 16.

With true neighborly Iove
we must seek and make oppor-
tunities to preach., It is the
most important work on earth
between now and Armageddon,
a matter of life or death for
us and those to whom we
preach. Come evenings and
weekends, naturally we are
tired from secular and other
work. It would be so easy to
sit at home and pamper our-
selves thinking how wonderful
it is that others are out faith-
fully preaching and caring for
the sheep. But that we will
not and can not let happen,
or woe would be to us. Jesus
was willing to lay down his
life for the sheep. As his foot-
step followers we desire to do
all we can to help others and
thus sacrifice personal desires
and comforts evenings, week-
ends and other times to preach.
For this reason, whether the
weather be fair or inclement,
or many other adverse things
confront us, still we go from
house to house preaching, con-
ducting Bible studies and in
other ways helgmg honest-
hearted ones. W 2/15 27, 28

Monday, May 5

Huysbands ought to be loving
their wives as their own bodies.
—Eph. 5. 28.

_The husband, by reason of
his Scriptural position, has a
very definite obligation to build
up his wife by love. Love for
her will help him to set the
right example as to the study
of God’s Word, zeal for service
and proper Christian conduct.
Being concerned for her wel-
fare, he will put the emphasis
in life where it belongs, on the
Kingdom interests, and to
that end he will cultivate spir-
itual-mindedness, directing the
conversation in uplifting chan-
nels, and seeing to it that his

wife also has time for study,
meetings and service. And
while not neglecting her mate-
rial needs, he will not overlook
the fact that his wife needs
love even more than material
things, for she can, if need be,
supply her own material needs
but’ she cannot provide the
love, affection and apprecia-
tion that she so much needs.
Love will therefore cause the
husband to hear and to see
his wife’s good qualities and
give expression to that appre-
ciation, even as noted at Prov-
erbs 31:80. W 3/15 11

Tuesday, May 6

Listen, my son, to the disci-
pline of your father, and do
not forseke the law of your
mother. For they are a wreath
of attractiveness to your head
and a fine necklace to your
throat.—Prov. 1: 8, 9.

The law of our mother is
not light from an earthly or-
ganization that comes forth
as infallible 1nterpretation', as
that claimed bfr some. ‘The
source of that light must be
the throne of God and the
light is sent forth through his
Son, The true channel on
earth is the nation of his
joint heirs, who today oc-
cupy the restored theocratic
condition or land. This makes
clear the import of Jesus
words about the sheep and
goats. Since the heaven-bound
children of Zion are his broth-
ers on earth, he could well say
to the sheep showing them
favor that what they had done
to them they had done to him.
With what deep respect, then,
must we view not only God’s
woman in heaven but also her
children on earth who repre-
sent her! Our fate is in our
own hands. Whether we shall
become sheep or goats is deter-
mined by whether our own
course of action shows respect
for Jehovah's organization, W
5/110



Wednesday, May 7

Anyone committing adultery
with @ woman is i want of
heart; he that does it is bring-
ing his own soul to ruin. A
plague and dishonor he will
find, and his reproach itself
will not be blotted out.—Prov.
k4

Anyone committing adultery
does not have a good motive
toward God or the one with
whom_the immorality is com-
mitted. Besides bringing re-
proach on himself, he brings
reproach on God’s congrega-
tion and must therefore be
expelled, be disfellowshiped.
Even if he is reinstated after
repenting and reforming, the
bad record clings to him and
stands against him as an un-
worthy example to God’s flock.
Anyone bent on committing
fornication or adultery has no
good motive. So he brings him-
self near to an immoral per-
son designedly, with one thing
in mind, and he is agreeable
to being seduced. An 1mmoral
woman senses that the man
putting himself in her way and
exposing himself to temptation
by her has no good motive.
At Proverbs 7: 6-10, watchful
King Solomon describes such a
case, which he saw from his
window. W 11/1 6, Ta

Thursday, May 8

Those who had been scattered

went through the land declar-

ing the good news of the word.
—Acts 8: 4.

Jesus, his apostles and the
early Christian congregation
all showed energy and strength,
zeal and activity, and true
Christianity should show the
same today. And just as it was
their faith, persistence, deter-
mination and God’s holy spirit
that led lowly fishermen and
other ordinary men to Chris-
tian maturity during the first
century, the same things will
lead to our developing the re-
quired adequate qualification

today. Right knowledge does
stir those who have it to tell it
out to others, to stand firm
against persecution and even
to face death rather than re-
nounce their faith, as many of
our brothers have done under
violent Nazi and Communist
persecutions. This strength is
not amazing to those who have
it, but only to those who do
not, for those who have it re-
member that, after all, the
Scriptures long ago said: Je-
hovah “giveth power to the
faint; and to him that hath no
might he increaseth strength.”
—Isa. 40:29, AS. W §/15
16, 18

Friday, May 9

Now Jesus, full of holy spirit,
turned away from the Jordan,
and he was led about by the
spirit in the wilderness for

forty days.—Luke 4: 1, 2

Before talking to others it
is best to talk to ourselves, to
soliloquize. This will impress
the truths on our own mind
for the guidance of our tongue.
Such meditation and self-prep-
aration was done by Christ Je-
sus the Greater David: “The
glorious splendor of your dig-
nity and the matters of your
wonderful works I will make
my concern.” (Ps. 145:5)
During his forty-day stay in
the wilderness he meditated,
trying to take in the full
meaning of the things that
the opened heavens had bared
to his view. This meditation
fortified him for what was
ahead. The Bible shows that
from time to time Jesus sought
solitude for meditation and
prayer: “He went up into the
mountain by himself,” and
“Ife continued in retirement
in the deserts and praying.”
But it was difficult for Jesus
to get the solitude he needed
for meditation and prayer:
“Te continued outside 1n lone-
ly places. Yet they kept com-
ing (t}o him from all sides.” W

a



Saturday, May 10

And I set my heart to seek and
ezplore wisdom in relation to
everything that has been done
under the heavens—the calam-
itous occupation that God has
given to the sons of mankind
in which to be occupied.
—Heel, 1:13.

“God made mankind up-
right, but they themselves
have sought out many plans.”
(Ecel. 7: 29) Thus we see how
and to whom God gave a ca-
lamitous occupation. In the
garden of Kden Jehovah made
the man Adam upright, per-
fect, in the image and likeness
of the perfect God. He also
gave Adam a wife. Under
temptation by Satan they
sought out other plans to make
themselves wise as God with-
out dying. Even when Jehovah
destroyed the old world with
the flood of Noah’s day, he
preserved alive Noah's upright
family, that mankind might
have a new start in upright-
ness and godliness. But in time
mankind again sought out
many plans in opposition to
God’s will and commands. For
that reason, merely by execut-
ing_ his judgment of death
against sinful, straying man-
kind, God has brought what
has proved calamitous in their
selfish lives. W 11/15 11, 12

Sunday, May 11

As for that whick fell among
the thorns, these are the ones
that have heard, but, by being
carried away by anxieties and
wealth and pleasures of this
life, they are completely choked
and bring nothing to perfec-
tion.—Luke 8: 14.

Some think that all material
prosperity they receive is due
to God’s blessing upon them.
But if we put money first be-
causc of what it can get us
—ahead of God's Word and
what it surely will bring us in
the way of eternal life—we
shall be sidetracked: we shall
no longer be seeking first the
interests of God's kingdom.

Many become very much inter-
ested in the truth, but only for
a short period of time; for
while they were studying God’s
Word they were also being
carried away by the anxieties
and wealth and pleasures of
this life. So, then, these in-
dividuals were completely
choked. No swecet breath of
truth could get to them, be-
cause of their anxieties. This
can happen even to those of
us who now have the truth.
We can still be choked if the
lifeline is cut. If we cease
feeding upon God’s Word we
shall starve to death. W 1/1
19, 20

Monday, May 12

Really, then, as long as we
have time favorable for it, let
us work what is good toward
all, but especially toward those
related to us in the faith.
—@Gal. 6: 10.

Sharing with others, espe-
cially with those who are true
Christians, has the approval
and recommendation of Christ
our King. Since the preaching
of the Kingdom good news is
not yet finished, there is still
opportunity for sharing things
with others to aid them,
whether of the remnant or the
other sheep, in carrying on
the Kingdom work. To share
things with others at the right
time and in the right amount
we must battle and overcome
the human tendency to be for-
gelful and thoughtless. En-
grossed in our own sphere of
activity, we tend to become
unmindful of the needs of oth-
ers. So we are admonished to
‘keep an eye not in personal
interest upon just our own
matters, but also in personal
interest upon those of others.’
“Share with the holy ones aec-
cording to their needs.” “Be
liberal, ready to share.” “Do
not forget the doing of good
and the sharing of things with
others.”—Rom. 12: 13; 1 Tim.
6:18; Heb. 13:16. W 1/15
4, 7a



Tuesday, May 18

Do not put out the fire of the
spirit.—1 Thess. §:19.

God’s powerful spirit ecan
bring you up to maturity for
the building up of your broth-
ers to God’s glory and delight.
So take a place in the front
ranks of valiant theocratic
warriors! As you wield with
increasing confidence and skill
the sword of the spirit, Jeho-
vah will bless you mightily.
Shrinking back gives Jehovah
no pleasure. A backward step
may eventually drop the timid
soul into destruction. Jehovah
blesses fearlessness with might.
His invineible active force will
bring to realization, more and
more, his prophecy that ‘a little
one will become a thousand
and a small one a strong na-
tion.” Now that Jehovah’s New
World society is growing more
and more numerous, let us see
to it that it does not lose its
virile strength because we as
servants become  spiritually
lax, fat and sluggish, putting
out the fire of the spirit. If
we keep our places and dis-
charge our responsibilities in
a genuine, manly manner Je-
hovah will surely bless us with
fltérther increase, W 8/1 17,

a

Wednesday, May 14

Forgive and comfort him, that
somehow such a man may not
be swallowed up by his being
overly sad.—2 Cor. 2: 7.
Over the years there have
been dedicated Christians who
thought they could toy with a
wrong desire without injury to
themselves. They were not
wary of its power. So when
they were enticed by it, they
did not put it out of mind. In-
stead, they entertained the de-
sire. They thought about it.
As they did, their resistance
grew weaker until the desire
overpowered them, and they
allowed it to become fertile.

By such wrong action they
became unclean in God’s eyes
and were unfit to_remain in
his_organization. Hence God
disfellowshiped them. He no
longer accepted them as his
servants. Over a period of
time only a few of these
showed sincere repentance and
by God’s undeserved kindness
were forgiven their sin. They
were then permitted to re-
enter the New World society.
But this return to God’s favor
was a very, very difficult road.
It would have been much bet-
ter for them to have resisted
the wrong desire in the first
place. W7/17

Thursday, May 15

Suddenly there occurred from
heaven a noise just like that
of a rushing stiff breeze, and
it filled the whole house in
which they were sitting. And
they all became filled with holy
spirit and started to speak ...
just as the spirit was granting
them to make utterance.—Acts
2:2, 4.

Do we wish to receive and
enjoy the many blessings that
come to those having God’s
holy spirit today? Then we
must keep on asking God for
it and it will be given to us.
But not without our doing
our part, by acting in har-
mony with our prayers. Our
part is that of reading God’s
Word, and not only reading it
but studying it so as to under-
stand it, gladly accepting help
from those who give evidence
of possessing God’s holy spirit.
We must also bring our life in
accord with the righteous re-
quirements set forth in God’s
Word and tell others the things
we learn. Continuing in this
course we shall receive holy
gpirit, and that in ever richer
measure. And further, we can
confidently hope for everlast-
ing life in God’s new world of
righteousness, W 7/15 17a



Friday, May 16

Your lips are just like a scar-
let thread, and your speaking
is agreeable.—Cant. 4: 3.

In the midst of the worldly
temptationg of materialism to-
day, can the Right Shepherd
say this to his espoused rem-
nant? Yes; because their lips
are beautiful with the praises
of Jehovah, Their speaking is
most agreeable to Christ be-
cause they are speaking in ful-
fillment of his own prophetic
command to_them. (Matt. 24:
14) This is like expressiohs of
endearment, like a delightful
fragrance, like the sweetness
of honey to the heavenly Bride-
groom. By loving, courageous
witnessing for the Kingdom
the remnant invited their dear
Shepherd Bridegroom to come
and eat of the Kingdom fruits
they hold forth. He does come
and enjoy these public expres-
sions of endearment for him.
Like the women of Jerusalem,
many friendly persoas who
discern the public expressions
of devotion by the remnant
for their heavenly Bridegroom
encourage the remnant along
in their loving work of gather-
ing the other sheep, that the
remnant and the Bridegroom
may continue to enjoy each
other’s love—Cant. 5:1. W

12/1 33,34

Saturday, May 17

We are not the kind that

shrink back to destruction, but

the kind that have faith to the

preserving alive of the soul.
—Heb. 10: 39.

To countinue happy in our
service to God regardless of
opposition requires faith, Faith
is built up by hearing and
meditating on God’s Word. At
all times we must hold tight
to faith and knowledge of the
Bible. Everyone can use more
faith. That was true even of
Peter. At Jesus’ invitation he
tried to walk on water, and,

for a moment, his faith per-
mitted him, but then he lost
confidence and sank. Never do
we want to bog down in old-
world disbelief. Faith must be
exercised to be kept alive. We
give it this animation by shar-
ing in the Kingdom service.
We demonstrate it by confi-
dence and trust in our broth-
ers. Will your faith be strong
enough so that you will re-
main faithful in the service
right down until Jehovah says,
It is enough? But remember,
just saying ‘I have faith’ is
not enough. We must have ac-
curate knowledge and then live
according to it. W 8/15 5, 6a

Sunday, May 18

Create in me even a pure

heart, O God, and put within

me @ new S8pirit, a steadfast
one—Ps. 51: 10.

If we sincerely want God’s
law written on our heart it
can be written there. How? To
write, a clean surface is need-
ed, and an eraser may be need-
ed to remove previous writing.
To add new writing over the
old would cause conflict, and
confuse. Hearts alienated from
God are scribbled over with
wrong writing. Such hearts are
“deceitful above all things, and
desperately corrupt.” Many
have made their hearts hard,
calloused, untouchable by pity,
impenetrable by goodness, in-
sensitive to appeals. But Je-
hovah will heal the heart of
those that want it. The cleans-
ing waters of truth effect a
change in our heart if faith-
fully applied, even as parents
by frequent discussion of truth
get it into_the heart of their
children, By preaehmg the
apostle Paul caused God’s law
to be written, not on stone
tablets, but on human hearts.
By studying and remembering
God’s teachings and command-
ments and high principles we
can ‘write them on the tablet
of our heart” W 2/1 1-3a



Monday, May 19

Suffer evil, do missionary work.
—2 Tim. }:

. Do you have the true mis-
sionary spirit of love that
would make you willing to
suffer the things Paul did?
(2 Cor. 11: 24-28) Many have,
such as the missionaries that
have graduated from the
Watchtower Bible School of
Gilead. They have risked their
health many times, have lived
amidst riots and violence, have
gone without sleep and with-
out proper food and safe drink-
ing water. Some have been ar-
rested or deported when op-
position to the ministry arose.
Others persevere in aretic
weather, Such faithful mis-
sionary workers deserve the
encouragement of others, which
can come by letters sent from
fellow Christiang they left be-
hind. Missionaries are busy
and may not always have time
to answer such letters, but a
word of joy and relating a
few experiences in a letter will
always be appreciated and can
be provided out of love, with-
out expecting a return. The
missionaries have learned that
the joy of giving is greater
than that of receiving and any
who encourage them will ex-
i)g{rience the same joy. W 4/1

a

Tuesday, May 20

Those who are determined to
be rich fall into temptation
and a snare and many sense-
less and hurtful desires which
plunge men into destruction
end rwin.—1 Tim. 6: 9

Some who were once dedicat-
ed Christiuns have permitted
the desire for money to engulf
them, and so were led away
from the faith. They permitted
their love for riches to pry
them loose from God's organi-
zation, and they are now com-
pletely engrossed in trying to
satisfy that love. They have
0o further interest in walking

the way to life. Since this
happened to some, can it not
happen to you? It ean if you
are not alert to resist the de-
ceptive desire for riches. You
must not let it get a hold on
you. So watch out for attrac-
tive offers that would keep you
away from regularly associat-
ing with the New World socie-
ty and that would demand so
much of your time that you
would not be able to study the
Scriptures regularly or engage
in the Christian ministry. A
dedicated Christian should be
moving in the direction of giv-
ing more time to Bible study
and God’s serviee, not less. W
7/1 17

Wednesday, May 21

All Scripture is inspired of
God and beneficial for teach-
ing, for reproving, for setting
things straight, for disciplin-
ing in righteousness, that the
man of God may be fully com-
petent, completely equip,)ed for
every good work.—2 Tim
8. 16, 17.

Can it be proved from the
Psalms that Christ was to suf-
fer and die and be raised from
the dead and then have his
name preached to all the na-
tions? Yes, from just the book
of Psalms by itself. In the
twenty-seven books of the
Christian Greek Secriptures,
from Matthew to Revelation,
the eight inspired Christian
writers quoted from 103 of the
150 Psalms. The Psalms are
therefore not mere sentimental
and emotional Foetry. They
are historical, they are also
prophetical, they are a guide
{o the Christian’s prayers and
praises, and they are a guide to
a Christian’s work in God’s
service. They are an important
part of the ‘“all Seripture”
that Paul refers to in the
words stated above. We do
well therefore to study them
faithfully along with the rest
of this Word of God. W 10/15

s



Thursday, May 22

My son, to my words do pay
attention. To my sayings in-

cline %our ear. ... Keep them
in the midst of gour eart.
—Prov. 4:20, 21.

Solomon did not guard his
heart, thereby disregarding his
own advice at Proverbs 4:23.
He did not keep his affections
fixed upon Jehovah as the
only worshipful God. He lost
sight of the fact that the Crea-
tor is a God exacting exclusive
devotion. So he did not keep
his heart turned exclusively
to Jehovah as God, for the
heart is the seat of affections.
The object of our affections is
therefore very important, We
are commanded to love Jeho-
vah as God with all our heart,
for he is the only God from
everlasting and he has no

rounds to tolerate any rivalry
in a creature’s affections to-
ward him. As for our neigh-
bors, we may and must love
them as we do ourselves, but
we must never make a god of
our neighbor or anyone else.
To bestow our love upon a
rival god means death for us
as souls at God’s hand. Since
he is the fountain of life, how
imfportant it is, then, that we
safeguard our hearts above all
else that is to be guarded! W
11/12a

Friday, May 23
Let us, then, as many of us as
are mature, be of this mental
attitude; and . . . to what ex-
tent we have made progress,
let us go on walking orderly in
this same routine~—~Phil.
: 15,

To walk in integrity we can-
not be persons of our own es-
tablished principles. We must
be people of God’s principles.
A principle is a stated rule of
action, a governing law of con-
duct, a belief or attitude that
exercises a directing influence
on the life and behavior. Be-
cause & principle thus means
an ordered life, Paul could say

to his brothers in Christ: “All
those who will walk orderly
by this rule of conduct, upon
them be peace and mercy,” as
well as the words at Philip-
pians 3:15, 16. To live ac-
cording to God’s Brinciples re-
quires us to walk orderly, in
harmony with the rules he
has laid down for our guidance
and government. His Son,
while he was on earth, set us
a perfect example of living ac-
cording to God’s principles.
We_ are therefore warned
against walking “according to
the elementary things of the
world and not according to
Christ.” W 12/15 9, 10

Saturday, May 24

I saw all the works that were

done under the sun, and, look!

everything was vanity end a
striving aj;erlg;ind.—-Eccl.

Solomon was not here in-
cluding his building of the
temple of Jehovah. He does
not mention it when telling of
the more extensive works in
which he engaged, all of which
were, as he said, “for myself,”
and not for Jehovah and his
worship. These were the things
that Solomon saw other men
engaging in and trying to en-
joy, but no other man of his
time built a temple to the
name of Jehovah as he did. By
building this temple he did not
copy or make a test of what
other men were doing. This,
his greatest work of construc-
tion, was not the greatest van-
ity, for the building of it was
foretold by God and was ac-
complished by the help and
guidance of God. It also served
Jehovah’s purpose for as long
as he chose to use it as a type
of his grander spiritual tem-
ple. So in speaking of every-
thing as vanity and a chasing
after wind Solomon did not
have the temple and the heart-
felt worship of God in mind;
nor should we have such in
mind. W 11/159



Sunday, May 25

I thoroughly bore witness both
to Jews and to Greeks about
repentance toward God and
faith in our Lord Jesus.—Acts

No hit-or-miss arrangement
is employed to preach thor-
oughly to all. Far from it! Our
ministerial work is well or-
ganized. And while we visit
the same homes, we do not use
the same words each time. Be-
fore engaging in the ministry
we_prepare pointed three- to
eight-minute sermons, and new
sermons are used from time to
time. When thus prepared it
is a pleasure for one to engage
in the ministry. With confi-
dence we give the Bible mes-
sage we came to deliver and
upon completion of the ser-
mon receptive householders do
not wonder why we called. The
coherent Bible sermon enabled
the householder to understand,
benefit from and af)preciute the
purpose of the call. All proper-
ly prepared ministers are now
using three- to eight-minute
Bible sermons in regular wit-
nessing and well know their
effectiveness., Like the apostle
Paul, they witness thoroughly
to the geo&)le in their territory.
W 2/15 29, 31

Monday, May 26

Be hospitable to one another
without grumbling.—1 Pet.
4: 9.

The unselfish person gives
ungrudgingly. Some early
Christians must have grumbled
when they offered hospitality.
They may have been selfish. Or
possibly they had an experi-
ence with an abuser of hospi-
tality. Certain ones at Thessa-
lonica were walking disorderly
and were not working at all.
Some of these may have been
spongers. In any event, Paul
found it wise to lay down the

rule: “If anyone does not
want to work, neither let him
eat.” (2 Thess, 3:10) By ap-
plying this Scriptural rule and
by being discerning we can
spot the abuser of hospitality.
For the s&)onger is not spirit-
ually-minded ; his conversation
is not sincerely theocratic. A
lack of spiritual-mindedness is
readily detected. But, above all,
there is the positive sign of
working. A hard worker has
no time to sponge because he
is too busy providing for his
own needs and preaching the
good news. So there are easy
ways to tell those worthy of
our hospitality. With these we
should share without grum-
bling. W 1/15 13, 14a

Tuesday, May 27

Love never fails.—1 Cor. 13: 8.

Although Jehovah is omnip-
otent and the rightful Supreme
Sovereign, he glories in the
fact that he rules his intelli-
gent creatures by love. “Yea,
I have loved thee with an
everlasting love: therefore with
lovingkmdness have I drawn
thee.” (Jer. 31:3, AS) That
is why all his commandments
can be summed up in one
word, love; love for him with
our whole heart, mind, soul
and strength, and love for our
neighbor as ourselves. Love is

re-eminent because it never
ails. Jehovah, having endowed
his creatures with the quality
of love, could confidently ac-
cept Satan’s challenge regard-
ing creatures, as illustrated by
Job’s experience, because he
knew that love would enable
them to keep integrity in spite
of all that the Devil could
bring against them. Love,
therefore, more than any other
quality we may possess, works
toward the vindication of Je-
hovah’s name. And why can
love accomplish all this? Be-
cause “love builds up.”—1 Cor,
8:1.W38/153,4



Wednesday, May 28

Moreover, those who belong to
Christ Jesus impale the flesh
together with its lpassions and
desires.—QGal. 5: 2.

There are two forces oper-
ating toward all persoms. One
is passion, which 18 induced by
the influence of others upon
the person that is influenced,
and the second is principle or
law, that is, God’s law or rule
of action prescribing the way
that is right and proper. Those
who are devoted to Jehovah are
governed by his law and follow
his commandments based on
principles of truth. So, then, to
be governed by principle means
to act upon the knowledge of
the facts according to reason
and conscience. To be governed
by passion means to act be-
cause of outside influence, to
let personal considerations dic-
tate, such as wealth, fame,
power, safety, or gratiﬁcations
of the senses or instincts. Pas-
sion guides the minds of most
men in the evaluation of things
in this system under Satan. It
is becoming more and more
evident that the lusts of the
passionate flesh are regarded
with favor by the world. But if
we want God's apf)roval and
life in the new world we must
impale the passionate flesh. W

£

Thursday, May 29

If you, although being wicked,
know how to give good gifts
to your children, how much
more so will the Father in
heaven give holy spirit to those
asking him!—Luke 11; 13.

The_ facts show that God
does give his holy spirit to his
people today. Jesus’ words
quoted above still apply. Not
that it is merely a matter of
asking God. That is only the
first condition. Other scrip-
tures show what else is re-
quired. We must have good
hearts. If we are proud or de-
light in wickedness we cannot

expect to receive holy spirit.
God is near to the lowly and
contrite ones, but the prayer
of the wicked is disgusting to
him. (Isa. 57:15; Prov. 28:
9) Also, before we can receive
holy spirit we must receive
knowledge, and not only knowl-
edge but also understanding, of
God’s Word and purposes.
That is why Christ “gave some
as apostles, some as prophets,
some as missionaries, some as
shepherds and teachers,” so
that all Christians might “at-
tain to the oneness in the faith
and in the accurate knowledge
of the Son of God.”—Eph. 4:
11-13, W 7/15 2, 3a

Friday, May 30

Wisdom is better than corals,

and all other delights them-

selves cannot be made equal
to it.—Prov. 8. 11.

We must cultivate a desire
for wisdom. Not the wisdom of
this world, but rather the wis-
dom from above as contained
in God’s Word. But if we fail
to devote time to personal and
group study of the Scriptures,
can it be said that we are seek-
ing that wisdom? Can it be
said that we appreciate its
value? The same questions
might be asked of those who
attend our assemblies but do
not sit down to concentrate on
the spiritual counsel and in-
struction being given from the
platform, but instead walk
about the grounds visiting.
How can such ones sincerely
say they are seeking wisdom
and accurate knowledge? Since
all that is to be desired in a
material way cannot be com-
pared with wisdom, then we
will want to be very attentive
whenever spiritual food is be-
ing served. It is something for
which we can safely cultivate
a keen desire. Such spiritual
food brings true wisdom and,
jn turn, rewards of under-
standing, freedom and life. W
7/19, 10a



Saturday, May 31

Look! you are beauuful. my
dear one.~Cant. 1

The remnant are hke the
Shulammite in seeking the lov-
lng expressions of their Shep-

herd, Christ. This counter-
balances the hatred of this
world. They are overjoyed to
have the evidence that he is
with them, though unseen, just
as when the Shulammite’s
shepherd lover made his way
into Solomon’s camp and got
in touch with her and poured
out his love upon her. She pre-
ferred the nearness to her dear
one, oneness with him out in
the fields and woods. The splen-

did camp of Km§l Solomon had
no appeal for her. She was
not flattered by being in the
royal camp of such outward
material glory. In the Shulam-
mite we find a humble woman,
not aspiring to any greatness
on this earth. She likened her-
self to 2 mere flower of the
field that grows without cul-
tivation! Her shepherd lover
thinks her to be without com-
pare and she esteems him
above all others. So likewise
the remnant are humble, do
not aspire to earthly great-
ness and esteem their DBride-
groom, Jesus Christ, as beau-
tlful above all others. W 12/1

al,...

Congregating Together for Worthwhile Works.—Eccl, 12: 9.

Sunday, June 1

The words of the congregator,
the son of David the king in
Jerusalem.—Eccl. 1:1

Today there is going on a
great gathering together, a
world-wide congregating, of
peace-loving persons to a place
of real safety. Already these
make up a congregation that
extends all around the earth,
and yet daily many others are
being gathered to them. All
these know that this system
of things has no future, but
will end at Armageddon. They
appreciate how vain and
worthless the works of men in
support of this old world are.
They no longer want to mis-
spend their lives in a chase
after mere wind. They want to
spend their lives henceforth in
worthwhile works that give
joy and satisfaction now and
that accomplish a good that
will not be wiped out by Ar-
mageddon but will earry on
into a radiapt new world. All
those doing works worthy of
the righteous, peaceful new
world are being gathered to-
gether by a wise, God-fearing
Congregator, who instructs
and guides them in worthwhile
works. That Congregator is Je-
sus Christ. W 11/15 1

Monday, June 2

Shepherd the flock of God in

your care—1 Pet

Under Jesus’ patlent ‘and
marvelous training Peter had
become a truly godlike shep-
herd of sheeplike humans, to
tend and feed and rightly lead
them on and on in the right-
eous, life-sustaining ways of
the Great Shepherd, Jehovah,
for His name’s sake. Now, as
a shepherd, a good one, Peter
had become experienced in
tending and feeding Christ’s
young lambs and little sheep.
He had brought many of them
to maturity, as had also the
other apostles. And now, be-
cause Peter’s years were going
by, he was counseling the older
men so that they too could
clearly see their responsibil-
ity to act like true shep-
herds, properly looking after
the ﬂoc really being exam-
ples to the flock. Today, more
than ever before, an overseer
must be zealous. He_must be
equipped to_teach. He must
be Y)ﬁ) to give the proper in-
struction to others in_ the con-
gregation so that they will
become firmly established and
remain_ faithful and true. He
himself must continue in
Christ’s footsteps. W 1/1 8a



Tuesday, June 3

No man serving as a Ssoldier
involves himself in the com-
mercial businesses of life, in
order that he may meet the
epproval of the one who en-
rolled him as a soldier.
—2 Tim. 2: 4.

While Satan may not suc-
ceed in overwhelming us with
violent persecution, we must
be on guard against a more
subtle break—through of our
spiritual armor. We are not
pursuing a life of ease but
must fight on, allowing no
love of materialism to capture
our fancy. The commercial
businesses of life are a subtle
means of overcoming many,
little by little building up in
one a love of material things
and the luxuries of this life.
A true soldier does not expect
luxuries, and we do not now
seek the so-called security that
the riches of this world may
offer, for we know that all we
now require are the necessities
of sustaining life and content-
ment along with them as we
forge ahead in the preaching
of the Word in favorable or in
troublesome season. Whatever
material things we have are
accepted as God’s provision to
keep us fomg in the warfare,
W /11

Wednesday, June 4

Do you despise the congrega-
tion of God and make those
who have nothing ashamed?
—1 Cor, 11: 22

Some among us may have
little of this world’s material
goods. Others may be lacking
in flueney of speech or in the
so-called social graces. Ignor-
ing or looking down on such
persons shows disrespect for
the entire organization. How
much more of a demonstration
of the unity and love of our
brothers it would be if those
who seem to have a surplus of
these things would cultivate
the friendship of those who
seem to have a lack! Not in

the spirit of condescension, as
though the giving would be all
one way, because often those
seemingly poor in material
goods are wealthy in spiritual
works of faith. Many of these
have survived testings that
have endeared them to the
heart of Jehovah. But even if
they have not had such specia!
experiences, all in God’s_or-
ganization are dear to Him
and to slight one of these is
to slight Jehovah himself or
to question his wisdom in call-
ing this servant to share in
the blessings he pours out on
all tlhlose whom he loves. W

Thursday, June 5§

[God] made out of one man
every nation of men, to dwell
upon the entire surface of the
earth, and he decreed the ap-
pointed seasons and the set
limits of the dwelling of men,
for them to seek God, if they
might grope for him and really
find him.—Acts 17: 26, 27.

Times of ignorance of our
God have long prevailed on
earth, even long before Paul
discovered the altar to an
Unknown God at Athens nine-
teen hundred years ago. Be-
cause of this, many who have
longed to know the living and
true God have groped for him.
Just think: He is not far off
from any one of us, so that
we ought to be able to find
him! Just think, too: He de-
creed the appointed seasons
for us to seek him, that we
might find him! and think of
it: Now is the appointed sea-
son for us to seek him with
hope of actually finding and
knowing him! Finding him so
as to know and understand
him and have friendship with
him_means finding the heaven-
ly Life-giver and Sustainer.
Such a successful find can lead
to gaining everlasting life in
perfect happiness and peace.
It is our privilege to hel
others thus to find God. Vg
4/15 14, 15



Friday, June 6

But as these things start to
oceur, raise yourselves erect
and fift your heads up, be-
cause your deliverance is get-
ting near.—Luke 21 : 28.

Deliverance from this old
world and its woes comes as a
reward from Jehovah God.
But as a reward for what?
For our living in faithfulness
to Him as the one living and
true God; for our unwavering
obedience to him as the Su-
preme Ruler of all the uni-
verse; and for our constantly
keeping oursclves clean from
this corrupt old world and liv-
ing up to the rules for life
in his righteous new world. In
other words, for keepir‘:llg in-
tegrity toward God. oday
very few people on earth know
what integrity is. At no time
have there been many persons
of integrity on earth. Yet in-
tegrity is something that has
been discussed from very old
times. It is a desirable thing
in which the Supreme God
has been interested from the
time that he created the first
man and woman almost six
thousand years ago, and he is
still so interested in it that
only if we keep integrity will
we gain deliverance at the
coming battle of Armageddon.
W 12/153

Saturday, June 7

And no women were found as
beautiful as Job’s daughters in
all the land, and thewr father
proceeded to give them a pos-
session in among their broth-
ers.—Job 42:15.

As foreshadowed by Job’s
ten children, the other sheep
have already become a great
crowd, but they still continue
to be gathered during this
short period before Armaged-
don. They are beautiful spirit-
ually, for they are the desir-
able things of all nations, the
precious things of all nations,
that have come to Jehovah’s

spiritual temple to glorify him.
As Job’s three girls had a he-
reditary possession from him
along with their seven broth-
ers, 50 now the women as well
as the men among the other
sheep share in the privilege of
being Jehovah’s witnesses and
of preaching the Kingdom good
news. Thus they help to gather
still more of the other sheep.
Even many who were formerly
wrongly impressed by Satan’s
persecution of the remnant, as
in the case of Job’s relatives
and acquaintances, have re-
ceived correction and have be-
come theocratic companions of
the remnant.—Job 42:11. W
10/1 45

Sunday, June 8

The complete end of all things
has drawn close. Be sound in
mind, therefore, and be vigi-
lant with a view to prayers.
Above all things, have intense
love for one another, because
love covers @ multitude of sins.
—1 Pet. 4:7, 8.

Love of Jehovah and our
brothers now serves as the
great stabilizer of our deter-
mined efforts to maintain firm-
ness of faith and mighty acts
consistent with it. It causes
us alertly and manfully to
accept whatever responsibility
Jehovah is pleased to bestow
upon us in caring for his king-
dom _interests. Because such
unselfishness is our motive,
our brothers and, above all,
God will surely forgive our
weaknesses, imperfections and
unintentional s%orteomings of
the flesh. Jehovah will never
stop loving and blessing us if
we “stay awake, stand firm in
the faith, carry on as men,
grow mighty.” Everything he
does for us he does out of fove.
So with thoughtful appropri-
ateness Paul concludes this
compact encouragement with:
“Let all your affairs take place
with love.”—1 Cor. 16; lé), 14.
W 3/121a



Monday, June 9

The overseer should therefore
be irreprehensible, . . . a lover
of strangers.~1 Tim. 3: 2.

What is it that gives a con-
gregation of Jehovah’s wit-
nesses 4 warmth not found in
the world? Is it the Kingdom
Hall? No, it may be very
beautiful and still contain a
very cold congregation. Rather,
what makes a congregation
warm is all the brothers, es-
pecially the servants, follow-
ing the course of hospitality.
Servants, does an atmosphere
of welcome prevail at your
Kingdom Hall? Are strangers
made to feel right at home?
Do you explain to them the
charts, convention pictures,
etc.? X¥s the Kingdom Hall
o?ened far enough in advance
of a public meeting so that a
stranger never has to wait
outside? Do brothers readily
share their Watchtower, song-
books, etc., with a stranger?
In congregations where the
servants make it an unfailing
point to welcome all, strangers
and brothers alike, there is
such a glowing warmth that
brothers are reluctant to leave
the Kingdom Hall after the
meeting. Are we all doing our
art to make our Kingdom
all like that? W 1/15 16, 17

Tuesday, June 10

Two are better than one, . . .
And a threefold cord cannot
quickly be torn in two.
—FHecel. 4:9, 12.

Love is the “perfect bond of
union” that binds us_together,
making us strong, able to pre-
sent a united front against Sa-
tan’s world and defeating his
two-pronged attack of persecu-
tion and materialism. Love
builds us up because it draws
us to the various meetings and
assemblies, where we get spir-
itual strength to_continue serv-
ing Jehovah. Not only that,
but love makes us view all
such gatherings as opportuni-

tiecs to build up others. It
makes us want to come early
and to extend a warm welcome
to our brothers and the good-
will stranger. Love causes us
to be keenly interested in what
ig said from_the platform, for
by paying close attention we
build up the speaker. Love
will make us want to linger
after the meeting is over to
exchange experiences and to
give a helpful and encouraging
word to one who may be op-
pressed. And in doing so we
also build up ourselves, for it
never fails that he who waters
will himself be watered.
3/15 2, 3a

Wednesday, June 11

I am longing to see you,
that there may be an
interchange of encouragement
among you, by each one
through the other’s faith, both
yours and mine.—Rom.
1:11, 12,

If we fail to associate with
Jehovah’s organization we will
not be helging ourselves to en-
dure faithfully and to reap the
reward of life. Hence it is nec-
essary for us to cultivate a
desire for the companionship
of those who embrace the same
Seriptural hopes and desires.
They can help us stand firm on
the narrow way to life and to
resist temptations. This mu-
tual assistance is very neces-
sary in these last days, and it
is one of the reasons why Je-
hovah has organized his dedi-
cated servants into a New
World society, They can thus
associate together apart from
the old world’s evil influence
and build one another up.
(Heb. 10:24, 25) Armageddon
is drawing ever closer, and we
feel the powerful attraction of
wrong desire trying to pull us
from the course leading to our
cherished goal. Truly, we need
very much the encouragement
of other dedicated servants of
God. W 7/1 11a



Thursday, June 12

One isolating himself will seek

his own selfish longing ; against

all practical wisdom he will
break forth.—Prov. 18: 1.

Such a one seeks selfish pre-
texts for staying away, to jus-
tify himself, but in doing so he
acts unwisely and weakens his
ability to pay his vow; in fact,
he acts contrary to his vow
to do God’s will. Having been
congregated to Christ by mak-
ing a vow to God, we should
stay with all his congregated
worshipers, or we shall be de-
priving ourselves of the hel
that God gives only throug
his congregated people, and
we shall be certain to fall
calamitously. “Two are better
than one” and ‘“a threefold
cord cannot quickli’ be torn in
two.” (Ecel. 4:9-12) We are
all under one and the same
vow. We must all pay our
vows together, lovingly help-
ing one another to pay our
vow so that no one may be
overpowered by Satan and his
world. We therefore cannot
afford to stay away from con-
gregational meetings and other
assemblies. We must build up
our sense of togetherness, of
belongingness, and of our mu-
tual dependence and need. W
11/15 6, Ta

Friday, June 13

The words of a man’s mouth

are deep waters. The well of

wisdom is a torrent bubbling
forth.—Prov. 18: }.

If our words are to be a
bubbling torrent of wisdom we
must meditate, We must emp-
ty our mind of old thoughts to
make room for new ones, then
we must give time for the new
ones to filter in by meditation.
If we do not keep changing
our thoughts they become stale.
It is with the mind as with
the well: if we are always
dipping out the well goes dry,
if we never dip out it becomes

stale. There is a_time for dip-
ping out, there i3 a time for
seeping in. There is a time
to speak and a time to refrain,
a time to meditate and a time
to communicate, a time to
think and a time to tell what
you have thought. To give we
must first get. We must take
in before we can give out. We
must fill before we can empty,
and must empty before we can
fill again. It i1s a process of
both getting and giving, not
just one or the other. Keep
the waters of truth running
into_your mind, through your
mind, out of your mouth, like
(3 well of living water. W 8/1
a

Saturday, June 14

Christ also loved the congre-
gation and delivered up him-
self for it.—Eph. 5:25.

The love of Christ for the
congregation that his heavenly
Father gives to him as wife
has been proved by his own
death. However, the love of
the congregation for Christ the
Bridegroom must be proved
till the last of these 144,000
members of the congregation
has met all the tests. There
are many religious organiza-
tiong that call themselves
Christian and that profess to
love Christ. In the United
States alone 265 of such sects
have been listed. But by their
works they prove that they
love this world more than
Christ and God’s kingdom.
These sects court the good
will of this immoral world,
they thereby constituting them-
selves adulteresses and enemies
of God. There is only one
congregation that is truly es-
poused or engaged to marry
Jesus Christ in the royal heav-
ens and it has no love for this
corrupt passing world, It gives
Jehovah exclusive devotion
and Christ the full love that
is due its heavenly Bride-
groom. W 12/1 4,5



Sunday, June 15

The one sown upon the right
kind of soil, this is the one
hearing the word and getting
the sense of it, who really does
bear fruit.—Matt. 13:23.

By means of an illustration
of a sower sowing seed on
various kinds of soil Jesus
stressed the importance of the
heart condition. The seed is
the truth, the soil is the heart.
The seed on the packed road-
side that birds ate is like the
truth on hard hearts it cannot
penetrate ; hence it is snatched
away by Satan’s agents. Truth
on a shallow heart may be
eagerly embraced at first, but
when persecution comes it
withers because of not being
deeply rooted. It is like the
seed on rocky soil that sprout-
ed fast but withered when the
sun got hot. The seed choked
by thorns is like the truth
sown on a heart full of world-
ly anxieties, materialism, am-
bition and love of pleasures.
The truth from God is soon
choked out. But the fruitful
seed on the good soil is like
the truth on a right heart. It
becomes written on such a
heart, and the writing over-
flows onto other hearts also.
W 2/1 14a

Monday, June 16

Man must live, not on bread

alone, but on every utterance

coming forth through Jeho-
vah’s mouth.—1att. 4: 4.

To keep abreast of revealed
Bible truths and to be well
equipped for the ministry it is
necessafy to attend all five
congregational meetings regu-
larly. Yes, just as it is neces-
sary to eat material food regu-
larly to stay healthy and keep
strong physically, so it is vital-
ly important to feast regularly
on Jchovah’s spiritual provi-
sions. Even though we may
have been tired, if we put
forth the effort and attended
we found that the refreshing

New World information re-
lieved that tired feeling and
enabled us to put out of mind
old-world problems. Good fel-
lowship was enjoyed with the
brothers, which is always stim-
ulating, and, above all, the
satisfaction and joy that comes
from obeying God’s command.
What grand refreshment and
uplifting and upbuilding pe-
riods meetings are! ever
miss a meeting if it is at all
avoidable. They are a “must”
to stay in good spiritual health
and to become adequately qual-
ified ;01' the ministry., W %/15

Tuesday, June 17

Do not become ashamed of the

witness about ouwr Lord, nei-

ther of me a prisoner for his
sake.—2 Tim. 1: 8.

It is a great honor to be as-
sociated with faithful broth-
ers who stand firm, even
though they are reproached by
godless communistic persecu-
tors, religious leaders or evil
men. Satan would like to dis-
courage us in the ministry, in-
ducing us to avoid the re-
proach that comes through
being associated with the per-
secuted brothers. But we are
not ashamed to be Jehovah's
witnesses in times of persecu-
tion and do not withdraw from
association of our brothers to
avoid reproach. Our standing
with Jehovah, not men, is
what counts. If we must go
to prison for our faith we
can continue preaching among
prisoners. After release we
shall resume serving our broth-
ers. We are proud to be asso-
ciates of the persecuted Jesus,
Paul, the thousands of our
brothers imprisoned through-
out the world in these evil
days. We too should guard
our Christian ministry through
whatever reproach or impris-
onment may come our way, by
tl}ée help of Jehovah. W 4/1

aQ



Wednesday, June 18

Look! how good and how
pleasant it is for brothers to
dwell iogether in unity!
—Ps. 183:1.

For our highest happiness
now and in the new world the
Psalms serve as a faithful

uide as to what is God’s will
or us. As we approach the
time when God will make wars
to cease to the ends of the
earth, we need to keep united
as his people and to meet to-
gether as often as can be ar-
ranged. To promote goodness
and pleasantness of dwelling
together we should take hold
of the opportunity and build
one another up as fellow be-
lievers and fellow servants.
We meet, not only to praise
Jehovah, but to help one
another to praise him before
people on the outside who
need salvation. Our determi-
nation should be: “As for me,
in my integrity I shall walk.

. . among the congregated
throngs I shall bless Jehovah.”
And “among a numerous peo-
ple I shall praise you.” And
we are also to invite unhappy,
bewildered, endangered people
outside to join us in our joy-
ful, upbuilding meetings, say-
ing to them: “Praise Jah, you
people! Sing to Jehovah a
new song.” W 10/15 40, 41

Thursday, June 19

The congregator . . . also
taught the people knowledge
continually.—Hcel. 12: 9.
When writing the book of
Ecclesiastes Solomon spoke of
himself as Qo.hel’eth or “the
congregator.” Here he was
calling himself thus, not mere-
ly because he had first con-
gregated his g)eople and their
companions of good will to the
dedication of the new temple,
but because he was, by his
newly written book, seeking to
congre%ate his people away
from the vain, fruitless works
of this world to the works

worthy of the God to whom
they as a nation were dedi-
cated. The purpose of his book
called Qo.hel’'eth was to keep
God’s people from drifting
away, or to recover them from
any drifting away, into the
materialistic pursuits of this
world. This fact is borne out
in the last chapter of the book,
where he says: “Everything is
vanity!” By a study of its
proverbs written with such
well-chosen words and with
such correet expressions of
truth we ourselves today are
helped closer to God and to
a finer appreciation of his
treasurous service. W 11/15 4

¥riday, June 20

Deliver those who are being
taken away to death and those
staggering to the slaughter, if
you would be spared.
—Prov. 24: 11,

Particularly since we dis-
cerned in 1925 that Armaged-
don is not a Berlod of inter-
national anarchy on earth but
is Jehovah’s war against Sa-
tan’s entire organization, de-
monic and human, have we
realized our great responsibil-
ity respeeting mankind who
are threatened with everlast-
ing destruction in that univer-
sal war. By conscientiously
proclaiming God’s message,
even in the face of world-wide
hatred and persecution, we
must obey the words quoted
above. In a;ilpreciation of our
being made his watchmen, we
must cry out from the watch-
tower or preach from the
housetops, as it were, for we
do not want the blood of those
destroyed at Armageddon to
be charged to our timid neg-
ligence and our selfish indiffer-
ence. Since “a true witness is
delivering souls,” we preach
God’s truth regardless of how
the deceivers in Christendom
may complain or oppose. This
effort to help save others re-
sults in our own salvation. W
11/115-17a



Saturday, Jume 21

Jehovah, I have loved the

dwelling of your house and the

place of the residence of your
glory.—Ps. 26: 8.

Like King David, we, the
remnant of the heirs of God’s
kingdom and also the great
crowd of companions of good
will toward God's kingdom,
love the dwelling of Jehovah's
house and this place where his
glory dwells. Here we will con-
tinue to worship him in_ a
lJoving adherence to the prin-
ciples that he has laid out in
his written Word for_guiding
and governing our Christian
conduct. Here among the con-
gregated throngs of his wor-
shipers we will now and for-
ever bless Jehovah. To the end
of this old world we will con-
scientiously walk on_ in our
Scripturally defined integrity
toward God. Since we do so,
our prayers will be acceptable
to him and he will redeem us
through Christ. When he takes
away the life of the sinners
and bloodstained men of this
world, he will preserve us
amidst their catastrophic end.
As a rewarder of those ear-
nestly seekm?1 him he will de-
liver us into his promised new
world, a_world of godly prin-
51 le and integrity. W 12/15

a

Sunday, June 22

[Jesus] said to [Peter] : “Feed
my youn% lambs,”"—John
s 15

Jesus was a marvelous
teacher. By means of illustra-
tions and repetition_he indeli-
bly impressed the minds of his
listeners with what he desired
to get into their minds and
into their very hearts. To-
day, though removed by more
than 1906 years from that
sublime morning at Galilee’s
shore, faithful Christians keen-
ly sense its lesson as one they
must vividly keep in mind.
While each dedicated servant

of Jehovah bears a responsi-
bility to preach, they all, in-
dividually, also must recognize
the organization, the grand,
unified association, of these
qualified ministers. They all
must and do clearly visualize
their now having been brought
together into the congregation,
the assembled earth-wide so-
ciety of Jehovah’s new world!
Indeed, they see among them-
selves Jehovah’s provision of
qualified overseers, equipped
to look after their welfare and
to supervise their united, or-
derly, ever-expanding joyful
activity in obedience to Jeho-
Xal% and Christ Jesus. W 1/1
a
s

Monday, June 28

The body, by being harmo-
niously joined together and be-
ing made to cooperate through
every joint which gives what
is needed, . . . makes for the
growth of the body for the
building up of itself in love.
—Eph. §: 16.

Love seeks to build up oth-
ers by taking an active part in
meetings as opportunity af-
fords. 1t is a matter not only
of not forsaking the gathering
of ourselves but also of hold-
ing fast the public declaration
of our hope, of considering one
another to incite to love and
right works, and of encourag-
ing one another, and all the
more as we see the day draw-
ing near. Love will spur us to
prepare our lessons, so that
we can build up our, brothers.
Particularly when given plat-
form assignments will we do
80, thereby letting our progress
be manifest to all to their up-
building. And especially must
the servants be on guard lest
they be so absorbed in their
own particular assignments
that they neglect advance prep-
aration for meetings conducted
by others, where they also
should contribute to the u£<
building of all. W 3/15 4, da



Tuesday, June 24

For a day in your courtyards
18 better than a thousand [else-
where]. I have chosen to stand
at the threshold in the house
of my God rather than to
move around in the tents of
wickedness.—Ps. 84 : 10.

God does not send anyone
to represent him as an over-
seer unless that one meets the
Secriptural requirements. Since
when you made your dedica-
tion you said: “Here am I;
send me,” it is your obligation
to act in harmony therewith.
So you should strive for ma-
turity and apply yourself con-
sistently to meet the high
standards set for overseers.
Then when the need arises
for an overseer Jehovah will
send you because you meet
those standards. However, even
should it be that the need does
not arise right away, there is
no loss. Every one of us should
be just as keenly interested in
the advancement of the organ-
ization as the appointed serv-
ants are. So we should willing-
11\; offer our co-operation to
those who are appointed and
use our ability to expand the
work in a theocratic way. Yes,
we should show the same ap-
preciation of Jehovah’s service
éhat the psalmist did. W 6/15

a

Wednesday, June 25

This land that was desolate is
become like the garden of
Eden.—Hzek. 36: 35, AS.
Because the Jews forsook

Jehovah he permitted them to

be taken captive in 607 B.C.

Certainly that people then

needed healing ; certainly their

sacred land needed healing.

Did the healing come? Yes, in

537 B.C. Why? Because God

did not then ecast them off

from being his chosen people.

Many of tie captive Israelites

sorrowed for having broken

their covenant with God and
turned again to his worship.

For his own name’s sake God

healed them. He healed their

land by_bringing them back
from exile and peopling it with
them, that there they might
again worship him at a rebuilt
temple in Jerusalem. In this
way the great Physician bound
up their broken hearts and
blessed their plagued land so
that it became like the garden
of Eden. The historical proof
is thus before us that Jehovah
can heal a nation, provided it
makes him its one and only
God. Today it is our privilege
to make known to all who will
hear that Jehovah’s time for
the healing of the nations has
drawn near. W 9/15 15, 16

Thursday, June 26

The conclusion of the matter
.. .18: Fear The [true] God
and keep his commandments.
For this is the whole [obliga-
tion] of man, For The [true]
God himself will bring every
sort of work into the judgment
in relation to every hidden
thing, as to whether it 18 good
or bad.—Eccl. 12: 13, 1}.

The book of the congregator
informs us what the greatest
vanity is and what the calami-
tous occupation is. We do not
need to experiment to prove it
to oursclves. That Solomon
has done and he gives us his
findings. We shall avoid the
greatest vanity and spare our-
selves calamity by taking heed
to his inspired words. So what
should be our conclusion and
our action upon our right con-
clusion? That stated in the
words quoted above. Nothing
can we hide and keep from
being judged by him. So our
obligation is plainly set before
us. In our private or hidden
lives and in our lives out in
the opeu before all men may
we prove our fear of (God by
keeping his commandments.
Our works will then be worth-
while, receiving God’s judg-
ment favorable to our gaining
life eternal with his blessed
congregation in his righteous
ivorld to come. W 11/15 15,

ta



Friday, June 27

How precious your thoughts

are! (g God, how much does

the grand sum of them amount
to!—Ps. 139 : 17, mar.

If we neglect personal study
and fail to attend group stud-
ies, whom do we have to blame
but ourselves if our minds get
on wrong desires that pull us
beyond Scriptural bounds? Or
if we fail to meditate on the
things learned, what do we
gain? Or if we allow our
minds to dwell upon other
things during the study, how
are we benefited? It is only by
paying close attention to the
things we learn and by allow-
ing God’s thoughts to sink in
deep that we can hope to
stay on the mnarrow path to
life once we get on it. We
must therefore cherish those
thoughts. We must meditate
on them, turning them over in
our minds and looking at
them from different angles. We
must treat them as we would a
gem that we would turn over
and over in our hands so that
we might examine its spar-
kling beauty from every side.
Consider God’s thoughts in the
same manner as David did. If
we do this we shall be able
to resist the intrusion of bad
thoughts and wrong desires.
W 7/116a

Saturday, June 28

He that has the bride is the
bridegroom.—John 3: 29.

Love for a woman can be
surpassed by love for an or-
ganization of men and women.
In turn, the love of an organ-
ization for a man or its leader
can be so strong that nothing
in this world can overpower
it. The most outstanding man
ever on earth was Jesus Christ.
Did he ever fall in love with a
woman and take her for his
wife? No; as a martyr he died
unmarried and childless, at the
age of thirty-three and a half
years. However, he formed an

organization of men and wom-
en around himself, and these
he dearly loved as members of
the organization. In fact, he
laid down his life for those
men and women and for those
who are yet to become mem-
bers of the organization. The
heavenly Father gave these to
hig Sou Jesus in the relation-
ship of a girl promised in
marriage to her future hus-
band. So the congregation of
men and women was spoken of
as his bride, an organizational
woman that was to be married
or inseparably united to him.
W 12/1 1-3

Sunday, June 29

The queen of the south will
be raised up in the judgment
with this generation and will
condemn it; because she came
from the ends of the earth to
hear the wisdom of Solomon,
but, look! something more
than Solomon is here.
—Matt. 12: 42.

Today we not only have the
book of Qo-hel'eth, which the
Greek translators mistakenly
called Ecclesiastes, but we
have a Congregator greater
than Solomon, Jesus Christ.
While it was very important
that the people listen to him
while he was on earth, it is
still more important that we
listen to him now that he is
in heaven, reigning at the
right hand of God. We are
living in the time of the end
of this old world. To us the
visible evidences of his reign
begun are increasing more and
more each day since 1914. We
are in the time of judgment
not only of the remnant but
also of the nations of this
world who are being congre-
gated to Armageddon. The
faithful example of the queen
of Sheba will condemn us_ to-
day if we do not appreciate
the Greater Solomon in heav-
en and come to him to learn of
his wisdom and godly works. W
11/155,6



Monday, June 30

I have walked in your truth.
for I have not sat with men
of untruth, . . . I have hated
the congregation of evildoers.
and with the wicked ones I do
not sit. I shall wash my hands
in innocency itself, and I will
march around your altar, O
Jehovah.—Ps. 26 : 3-6.

To prove that he had walked
in the principles of Jehovah's
worship and as a Kingdom
representative of Jehovah, Da-
vid said these words. He did
not want to be associated with
such ;ﬁzrsons during his life-
time. He kept away from un-
truth and hypoerisy, blood-

guilt and loose conduct, and
from accepting or demanding
bribes. On the basis of this he
could implore God not to take
away his soul and his life
along with sinful and blood-
guilty men. (Ps. 26:9, 10)
He wanted to be delivered
from the destruction that God
would send upon such persons.
Although the theocratic king-
dom of Israel of which he was
ruler was in the midst of the
world there in the Middle
East, yet King David did not
want his kingdom to be a part
of this world. The same prin-
ciple must guide us who fol-
low the Greater David, Jesus
Christ. W 12/15 15, 16a

Fulfilling the Commission to Go Preach.—Isa. 6:8, 9, AV,

Tuesday, July 1

I did not hold back from tell-
ing yow any of the things that
were profitable nor from teach-
ing you publicly and from
fiouse to house.—Acts 20: 20.
Each congregation has the
responsibility to preach to all
the people living in its as-
signed territory. %l‘he most ef-
fective means of doing this is
the Seriptural way of visiting
people at their homes. This
was the way Jesus instructed
his followers to preach and
was the way followed by Paul.
Nor do we cover the territory
just once and stop. Why not?
ause from one call to
another circumstances with a
person may change or some-
thing previously said to him
may change his way of think-
ing to the point that ones for-
merly opposed, busy, or other-
wise unresponsive are now will-
ing to listen to the message.
Almost all who are active min-
isters today were unresponsive
when calls were first made on
them. Most happy are they
that territory was served time
and again, and, in return, they
are pleased to cover their ter-
vitory time and again, search-
ing for the other shecp. W
2/15 29, 30

Wednesday, July 2

It was with working night
and day, . . . that we preached
the good news of God to you.
You are witnesses, God is also,
how true to loving-kindness
and righteous and unblamable

we proved to be to you be-

lievers.—1 Thess. 2: 9, 10.

No sooner had these Thessa-
lonians, to whom Paul had
shown such love, accepted the
truth than persecution broke
out and he had to leave them.
He became so concerned about
their spiritual welfare that
when he could stand it no
longer he sent Timothy (as
valuable as his assistance was
to Paul), so that he might
learn how they were progress-
ing. Paul rejoiced to learn
that, having built them up by
love, as a nursing mother
cherishes her own child, and
having kept on exhorting them
as a father does his children,
they were able to stand so
firm that their faith became
noteworthy. There we have it!
For good-will persons to be
built up so_that they become
mature ministers we must not
only feed them with Kingdom
truths but impart to them also
of our own souls, our love. W
3/15 20a



Thursday, July 3

And this good news of the
kingdom 1w0ll be preached in
all the inhabited earth for the
purpose of a witness to all the
nations.~Matt. 24: 14.

Because the chief thing to
be proved before all intelligent
creation is the universal sov-
ereignty of Jehovah, the king-
dom of God is the foremost
teaching of his Word. We are
therefore commanded to preach
that kingdom as the best news
that there is. The controversy
now heatedly rages between
God’s kingdom and the king-
doms of this old world. In this
universal controversy we can-
not be neutral. True, we must
pay tax to Caesar in rendering
to him what belongs to him,
even in this time of his end.
But first, last and all the time
we must be for God’s kingdom
by Christ. We must openly
make known that we are for it
by preaching it to Caesar and
to everybody else. No political
governments of this doomed
world are shut out from having
the Kingdom witness preached
to them. This public declara-
tion we must make if we want
to be saved, as noted by the
principle at Romans 10: 9, 10.
W 12/15 18a

Friday, July 4

Whether it is righteous in the
sight of God to listen to you
rather than to God, make your
decision. But as for us, we
cannot stop speaking about the
things we have seen and heard.
—Acts 4: 19, 20.

. Jesus was governed by prin-
ciple. He did not compromise.
The apostles saw his example
and fully understood it with
the help of holy spirit. They
too dedicated their lives to
God, were baptized and ad-
vanced to maturity, The record
of their actions and words
emphasizes the way we, guided
by right prineiples, must con-
duct ourselves to be acceptable
to Jehovah. It shows too that

imperfect men such as we are
can live by principles. When
the apostles faced persecutions
they were steadfast, replying to
their persecutors in the words
quoted above. They might
have avoided  reproach and
physical suffering by compro-
mising, but they would have
suffered terrible pangs of con-
science if they had compro-
mised. They were mature
Christians who thought out
matters carefully and saw
the only course was to give
a  straightforward answer.
Thereby they set the proper
example for us. May we ever
follow it! W 9/1 1, 2a

Saturday, July 5

Did not God make the wisdom
of the world foolish? For . . .
God saw good through the
foolishness of what is preached
to save those believing.—1 Cor.
In a very real sense it can
be said that God in wisdom
founded the earth, in that he
used his wise Son as his mas-
ter worker beside him in doing
so. This is in full agrecment
with what John later tells us
about how all creation came
into existence. (John 1:1-3)
This created Son of God did
not then know that, long after
man had been made in God’s
image, he himself would be-
come a man that he might re-
deem mankind. Thus, in a very
special sense he showed that,
to quote him, “the things I
was fond of were with the
sons of men.” On earth he wasg
far wiser than King Solomon,
and he said to his faithful
apostles that, when they had
to give witness before the po-
litical rulers of this earth, “I
will give you forceful speech
and wisdom which all your op-
posers together will not be able
to resist or dispute.” (Luke
21:15) The words of Paul al-
so show the superiority of
God’s wisdom over that of
this world. W 11/1 12, 13



Sunday, July 6

For we have brought nothing
into the world, and neither can
we carry anything out.

—1 Tim. 6:

There is no point in accu-
mulating a mass of material
things, which we shall not be
able to take along with us into
the new world anyway; but
let us be content with the
necessities of life and make the
material things work for us
to keep us in the ministry. Do
not think yourself immune to
the snares of materialism.
Keep the mature Christian
viewpoint of life, and while
you provide the necessities of
life be watchful that increased
commercial activities do not
hurt you. We must guard our
Christian trust, which means
from frontal attack or any
other danger, especially from
the spirit of worldliness, which
we can _do through God’s holy
spirit. Filling our hearts and
minds with appreciation of the
things of God’s Word and
work will keep us attuned to
holy spirit from him. If this
is done by more of us there
is every reason to expect more
will become pioneers, and pio-
neers are urgently needed right
now. W 4/1 15, 16

Monday, July 7

Let the older men who preside
in a right way be reckoned
worth}/ of a double reward, es-
pecially those who work hard
wn speeking and teaching. For
the Scripture says: . .. “The
workman is worthy of his wag-
es.”—1 Tim. §: 17, 18, mar.

Because of devoting full time
to preaching the good news,
some brothers may be more in
need than others. It is to the
needs of these that there is
often opportunity to minister.
This is not favoritism. It is
the Seriptural rule. We know
those who work hard. To take
a personal interest in these
and share with them according

to their needs and yet accord-
ing to our means is proper
and well pleasing to God. It is
not favoritism when we render
such double hospitality to cir-
cuit and district servants, mis-
sionaries, pioneers and others
who work hard in speaking
and teaching the good news.
It is God’s will. As_ the first-
century governing body dis-
patched special servants to
minister to the spiritual needs
of the various congregations,
so does the governing body
today. It is our privilege to
receive these “in a way worthy
(1)1(:') the holy ones.” W 1/15 8-
a

Tuesday, July 8

Keep submitting yourselves. ..
to everyone cooperating and
laboring.—1 Cor. 16 16.

Sometimes thoughtlessness
on the part of some in their
local congregation can be a
sign of disrespect for_the or-
igamzation. How s0? By neg-
ecting to take a turn at reg-
ular and systematic cleaning
of the hall, or by allowing
children to scribble on the
walls or on songbooks belong-
ing to the congregation. Also,
some older members of the
congregation have been known
to write on territory maps.
All property of the congrega-
tion is Kingdom property and
should be treated with the re-
spect that is due all the King-
dom_interests. With few ex-
ceptions those of the New
World society are as interested
in keeping the Kingdom Hall
as clean and neat as they are
their own homes, which arc
always a representation of
clean-minded New-World-liv-
ing people. Servants of the
congregation are always min-
istering in our behalf ; so when
they approach us with an op-
portunity to assist the congre-
gation in one of these addi-
tional ways we should do all
in our power to co-operate
with them. W 5/1 12a



Wednesday, July 9

For we are overturning rea-

sonings and every lofty thing

raised up against the knowl-
edge of God.—R Cor. 10: 5.

If we would become com-
petent in our ministry, able to
answer questions and refute
objections, we must study the
Bible and Bible helps to gain
such knowledge and then be-
come efficient in_its use by
diligent service. Neither study
nor service can be omitted if
we wish to become strong in
the truth, and stirength and
maturity are important to our
successfully toppling over false
reasonings raised up against
the knowledge of God. When
brothers do have such sound
knowledge, make good presen-
tations 1n the service and are
sought out by other brothers
looking for help and informa-
tion, there is no mystery about
their source of understanding.
They may have no more time
than do others, but they are
entirely wrapped up in the
truth. They get great happi-
ness out of gaining knowledge
and they are thrilled when
their extra study proves to be
of special and perhaps unex-
peeted use in presenting the
I){i:)r)lgdom message. W 5/15
2, 3a

Thursday, July 10

Jehovah himself gives the say-

ing; the women telling the

good news are a large army.
—Ps. 68:11.

For us to appreciate our
spiritual nationhood, our na-
tlonal oneness, we need to at-
tend meetings regularly. There
we should express our joy in
Jehovah, who has become our
King since 1914. The blessing
from this to us will be a deep-
ening of our love for him and
his Christ and for our broth-
ers, and a strengthening of
our tie to one another to stick
together. From our meetings

we are commanded to go forth
and bear witness and sound
warning to all the nations for
the last time, because their
complete end is clocked for
Armageddon. By faith we see
God’s victory and we can re-
joice because of what it will
mean for his own universal
sovereignty and for the blessing
of all who love and serve him.
As we go out to bear witness
he gives us his triumphant
message. And as Psalm 68: 11
shows, women and nof just
the men who ordinarily do the
fighting are to join in this
triumphal proclamation. W
10/15 43, 44

Friday, July 11

My dear one is dazzling and
ruddy, the most conspicuous of
ten thousand. Iis head is gold,
refined gold. . . . everything
about him is altogether desir-
able—Cant. 5: 10, 11, 16.

Since the nightmare expe-
rience of 1918 the remnant, like
the Shulammite in her dream,
have given public evidence un-
ashamed that they are lovesick
for their heavenly Bridegroom.
(Cant. 5: 8) By going out in
obedience to his command to
preach the Kingdom good news
to all the inhabited earth they
have served notice, espeecial-
ly to Christendom, that they
love the Shepherd-Bridegroom.
They want to gather his sheep,
that such gathered ones may
be ag written letters of recom-
mendation testifying to their
undying love for him. The
remnant are warned not to
be ashamed to confess Christ
before men. Having love for
him, they have no fear of do-
ing so. To the sheeplike per-
sons who want to seek Christ
with them they describe him
as the Shepherd and as God’s
anointed King now reigning in
heaven since 1914. They give
reason why they love him, de-
seribing him in the most at-
tractive way. W 12/1 36, 37



Saturday, July 12

What partnership do right-

eousness and lawlessness have?

Or what fellowship does light
have with dgrlyzess ?2—2 Cor.

Ancient Israel was warned
not to companion with the de-
monistic nations round about
them ; but it did and was coun-
taminated. It fed on false doc-
trines and slid into a morass
of sin. Only a faithful rem-
nant resisted and stood fast.
It is the same today. The ma-
jority are feeding on spiritual
food that failed to nourish in
Bible times and is failing to
nourish now. So there is a
spiritual weakening and back-
sliding afflicting the majority.
But there is a minority hold-
ing fast, If we wish to avoid
backsliding we must shun the
backsliders, for such bad as-
sociations spoil useful habits
of true worship. Do not be
misled. The backsliding ma-
jority will be destroyed. We
must associate only with the
minority if we would be de-
livered. We must continue to
feed upon the pure truths of
God’s Word if we would main-
tain the spiritual strength nec-
essary to stand fast in integ-
rity to Jehovah God. W 6/1
24, 25a

Sunday, July 13

“Master, you know all things;
you are awure that I have af-
fection for youw.” Jesus said to
him: “Feed my little sheep.”
—John 21: 17.

What an avalanche of
thoughts must have hurtled
through Peter’s mind while
Jesus was talking to him, re-
peatedly asking him the same
question and then three times
telling him, ‘Feed my lambs;
shepherd my little sheep; feed
my little sheep’! Jehoval’s
greatest Teacher knew that
when he would shortly after-
ward permanently ascend into
the heavens the whole load of

responsibility would fall upon
those who had followed him;
he knew that they would be
the overseers of his sheep. He
realized they would be the
ones responsible for seeing to
it that all those who had be-
gun to put faith in him as Je-
hoval’s anointed Leader, and
in his new teaching, would
have to be shepherded. Would
he have trustworthy men, men
that would never turn aside?
He eagerly made sure that this
one, Peter, would be diligent
in his work. By this repetition
Jesus emphasized the feeding
and shepherding of his sheep.
W1/14a

Monday, July 14
Carry on as men.—I1 Cor.
16: 13

Jehovah is not only “a man-
ly person of war”; he is also
manly in the sense that he is
reliable, responsible. He takes
responsibility for all his aets,
from creation down to the es-
tablishment of his new world.
He desires that his servants
now prove themselves likewise
responsible, faithful and de-
pendable toward his service.
Jesus always willingly as-
sumed responsibility., He was
delighted to carry out his
Father’s will, even through
much hardship and persecu-
tion and a death in ignominy.
He served with true humility,
manfully facing up_to the ar-
duous task assigned him. Be-
cause it meant beginning this
world-wide work of witnessing
to all nations, early in his
ministry he invited compan-
ions to join him and gave them
responsibility in the ministry,
accompanied by full instruc-
tions. Those who shrink back
when work in the ministry
with its obligations ig assigned
to them are not copxing the
manly cxamples of God and
Christ. Nor are they heeding
the apostle’s wholesome ad-
rlngnition stated above. W 8/1

-3a



Tuesday, July 15

Go in through the narrow
gate; because broad and spa-
cious is the road leading off
into destruction, and many are
the ones going in through it.
—Maitt. 7:13.

There is nothing wrong with
having material conveniences
if we can afford them and if
we can keep them in their
place. They should serve us,
not enslave us. Hence we must
wateh our desires and control
them so that they do not get
control of us. They can pull
us away from spirituality if
we let them. They can drag us
into the quicksand of material-
ism, and no longer will we be
seen in the ranks of the New
World society. They will thus
have pulled us away from the
narrow path that leads to
eternal life. Some step onto the
narrow way and stay on it for
many years but then allow the
magnetic pull of wrong desires
to turn them off it into the
broad way along which this
materialistic world is moving.
We cannot allow ourselves to
be ensnared by the love for
material things. That would be
cultivating wrong desires that
could bring us only grief. W
7/119

Wednesday, July 16

Better is it to go to the house
of mourning than to go to the
banquet howse, because that is
the end of all mankind; and
the one alive should take [it]
to his heart.—Eccl. 7:2.

This is no recommendation
for sadness over rejoicing. How
could it be, when we have a
happy God, a joyful Christ
and a commission to make
mourners rejoice? It refers to
a specific time, to the time
when a person has died and
the house is in mourning. Go
there to console the sad sur-
vivors rather than callously
forget them and feast and rev-
el. It was a Jewish practice to

mourn for seven days after the
death of a mear relative, and
to visit the mourners of the
house was considered merito-
rious. It not only comforted the
bereaved but also induced the
visitor to remember life’s brev-
ity, to know that the death
that has come to this house
will come to all soon enough
and that those living should
keep it in mind. It is while we
are still living that we can
make a good name, not when
we are dying. And a good
name is the only thing worth-
viv:?ilc to the dying. W 8/1
a

Thursday, July 17

In the morning sow your seed
and wuntil the evening do not
let your hand rest, for wyou
are not knowing where this
will have success, either here
or there, or whether both of
them will alike be good.
—FHecel. 11: 6.

This is the time of times. In
harmony with our vow let us
time ourselves now according
to God’s time. Let us prove to
ourselves that this is his time
for the royal message of sal-
vation to be preached. Also, let
us be sure to do the particular
work appointed for the time.
Then we will do the worth-
while work. To do the wrong
work at this all-important time
means to end up in calamity.
It means to give ourselves over
to the greatest vanity. Every-
thing else but this assigned
work of God for this time is
vanity, from which a man will
have no profit despite all his
toil now. Let us, then, accept
the gift of God of his work
that he offers to us to do now,
not looking for pretexts not
to engage in the use of this
gift. Regardless of unfavorable
appearances, let our slogan be,
On with the work! May we
not waste time or prove lazy
in this frandest opportunity !
W 11/15 12a



Friday, July 18

Let him off from going down
into the pit! I have found a
ransom! Let his flesh become

fresher than in youth let him
return to the days of his youth-
ful vigor.—Job 33: 2}, 25.

How happy the Joblike rem-
nant have become since 1919
and 1931! After World War I
they were released from spirit-
ual bondage and their relation-
ship to Jehovah was healed.
He blessed them with youth-
ful vigor to preach the King-
dom message everywhere, and
favored them with a grand in-
crease that brought the mem-
bership of the remnant to com-

letion. And since 19317 Jesus

hrist began to gather to the
Joblike remnant his other
sheep, to whom he will become
an everlasting Father during
the thousand years of his
blessed reign. ¢ has been
using the remnant in gathering
these other sheep. Thus these
sheep become as spiritual chil-
dren to the remnant, their
children begotten by the King-
dom good news that the rem-
nant have preached. So these
other sheep correspond to the
second set of ten children that
Job got after Jehovah turned
2§CE4his captivity. W 10/1

Saturday, July 19

We must obey God as ruler
rather than men.—Acts 5:29.

The Scriptures, as Paul
shows at 2 Timothy 3: 16, 17,
were given for ‘teaching, re-
proving, setting things straight
and for disciplining in right-
cousness,” This means that
they are a book of principle.
Its recorded principles are a
guiding rule and a righteous
force for Christians who find
themselves in this unprincipled
or untheocratically principled
old world. To gain life we
need to put God's principles
above those of Satan’s world.
Peter and his fellow apostles

declared this rule of action.
When the supreme religious
court of Jerusalem commanded
them to stop preaching all
those apostles answered the re-
ligious court in the above-
mentioned words. In doing so
they were neither seditious nor
subversive. They were alto-
gether theocratic in declaring
God to be the Ruler above hu-
man courts and rulers and in
obeying God as the Supreme
Ruler. The faithful apostles
thus stood up for the foremost
Christian principle, By doing
this they kept their integrity
to Jehovah, setting us a good
example to follow. W 15/15

Sunday, July 20

We are not peddlers of the
word of God as many men are,
but as out of sincerity, yes, as
sent from God, under God’s
view, in company with Christ,
we are speaking.—2 Cor, 2: 1I7.

To assist interested house-
holders to become acquainted
with Bible truths we offer
them printed Bible sermons on
contributions that do no more
than help defray the cost of
printing and handling. The
purpose of our ministry, how-
ever, is not limited to placing
Bible-study aids with interest-
ed people. Proving that we are
not peddlers, we, in addition
to spending many hours lo-
cating interested persons, make
return calls to really feed the
sheep. If we have a proper
view of the ministry we shall
be happy to make return visits
on persons who have mani-
fested interest in the Bible’s
message. Qur returning with
well-prepared ten- to fifteen-
minute Bible sermons on sub-
jects of interest to the house-
holder enables them to see the
need for a private home Bible
study. As alert ministers we
will start home Bible studies
as soon as possible. W 2/15

~



Monday, July 21

The temporary resident . . .
should become to you like a
native of yours, and you must
love him as yourself.—Lev.
19: 34.

Love builds up_ the good-
will temporary resident. Love
makes us appreciate his hun-
ger and thirst for righteous-
ness and makes us do some-
thing about it, to hunt and
fish for him regularly, and
that in both good and bad
weather. It will cause us to
preach both in favorable sea-
son and where the work is
banned, in unfavorable season,
and will make us alert to do in-
cidental witnessing (not “out
of season” preaching). And
love will make us persevere,
from morning till night, never
giving up in doing what is
right. Love will also make our
presentation at the doorstep
and on return visits sincere,
friendly and warm. Should
we not find the good-will per-
son at home on the first or
second return call, love will
make us try a third and even
a fourth time. Remember, love
does not become discouraged ;
it perseveres. By taking a lov-
ing interest in the “‘stranger”
we shall be more likely to start
a_home Bible study with him.
W 3/15 15, 17a

Tuesday, July 22

By giving these advices to the
brothers you will be a right
kind of minister of Christ Je-
sus, one nourished with the
words of the faith and of the
right teaching.—1 Tim., %:6.

There are many opportuni-
ties for building up others
apart from our meetings.
Those stronger can aid the less
mature ones in preparation of
their study lessons or school
assignments before the meet-
ings. We can find_opportuni-
ties to discuss spiritual things
when we visit one another so-
cially. The truth constitutes
healthful words, but things

that are misleading or harm-
ful, avoid. Especially when
some fall away from the faith
and bring in misleading utter-
ances, we must prepare our-
selves thoroughly to refute any
false teachings and bolster up
the spiritual strength of those
not so strong who might yield
unsuspectingly to the error.
‘We can help our fellow Chris-
tians by discussing with them
the upbuilding things of God’s
Word. And it is not only the
overseers who are to give the
advice. Be ready yourself to
bear some of the weaknesses
of others and give good advice,
but be sure it is from the
Secriptures. W 4/1 6a

Wednesday, July 23

You ought to be teachers in
view of the time.—Iledb. 5: 12.

Having been trained your-
self, do not now draw back
and say that youn could not
handle such an assignment,
that you could not train anoth-
er to preach at the doors, to
conduet home Dible studies
and to have an effective share
in congregational meetings. Je-
hovah promises you his spirit
and with it you can. You have
found it to be a keen pleasure
to receive the help offered and
to progress step by step in
your service, but there is still
more happiness in giving help.
You have seen that example
set by your brothers. Now fol-
low it and find out for your-
self that the greater joys are
yet ahead of you, that there is
even more happiness in giving
aid to others than there is in
being the recipient of it your-
self. Be grateful for the privi-
lege and perform it as to Je-
hovah. Do not be content with
minimum performance. If you
can see no definite results,
then reconsider the way in
which you are handling the as-
signment. Remember our Mas-
ter wants us to do our work
well and to progress to matu-
rity. W 6/15 10a



Thursday, July 24

Become imitators of me, broth-
ers, and kee? your eye on those
who are walking in @ way that
accords with the example you
have in us—Phil. §:17.

The Christian ought to use
the foundation principles of
Christ as a means of advance-
ment to spiritual maturity. He
must learn and be guided by
advanced principles of Christ
and be able to teach them to
others. If he did not under-
stand them himself he would
not be guided by them, and if
he did not understand them he
would be unable to instruet
others about them. Christian
teaching is both oral and ex-
emplary; the course of life of
the mature Christian is ob-
served by the immature per-
son as good to imitate, and it
is good to imitate it if it is
based on right principles. This
is another reason why the ma-
ture Christian has to be gov-
erned by principles of Christ.
But if we do not advance be-
yond the first principles of
Christ but childishly linger
with the foundation truths
there is danger, Of what?
A relapse into sin. We must
have a strong structure, well
built on the solid foundation
of Christiunity, and continue
building. W 9/1 15, 16

Friday, July 25

The fear of Jehovah is the start
of wisdom, and the knowledge
of the Most Holy One is what
understanding is.—Prov. 9: 10.

In his proverbs Solomon
thus gives us the seeret of true
wisdom. From these words we
can see that he encouraged the
knowledge and fear of Jeho-
vah, and that he was a witness
of Jehovah the outstandmg
witness in his day. The great-
est witness ever on earth, Je-
sus Christ, compared Solomon
with hlmself Since life-giving
knowledge and wisdom have
their start in knowing and

fearing Jehovah, it is first of
all nccessary for all life seck-
ers to fear Jehovah. Before we
can intelligently fear him we
must know him, not according
to the way that religiously
mixed-up Christendom teaches
about him, but according to
the way that Proverbs and the
rest of God's written Word
tell us about him. And just
as Solomon witnessed concern-
ing Jehovah, so we of this
modern day must be very aec-
tive in bringing to all peoples
the true knowledge of God by
printed page and by word of
mouth. W 11/1 5, 6

Saturday, July 26

Keep your minds fized on the

things above—Col. 3: 2.

The remnant’s calling is to
follow in the footsteps of
Christ, who found the lost
sheep and fed them and pro-
tected them and even laid
down his earthly life for them.
They do not yield to the ma-
terialism of this world, nor to
the outward glory of the po-
litical rulerships of this world.
They follow, not the kings of
this world, but Christ, imi-
tating him by doing qhepherd
work as_he did on earth, gath-
ering his sheep, feeding his
sheep because they love him,
keeping the sheep together in
peace and unity and proteet-
ing them against selfish, wolf-
ish men of this world who
would oppress the sheep and
make gain from them. The
remnant fix their minds on
the things above, not on the
things on the earth, and thus
continue to seek the things
above, seeking first the king-
dom of God and the righteous-
ness that comes from him
through Christ. Their whole-
hearted love for their heavenly
Dridegroom makes them spurn
the seductive advances of this
world’s materialism. The other
sheep must likewise set their
affections on God’s new world.
W 12/122



Sunday, July 27

Keep the very order of the
Ling, and that out of regard
for the oath of God.
—Heccel. 8:2.

The congregator tells us to
show wisdom and keep this
very order of the King Jesus
Christ, and especially to do so
out of regard for the oath that
we have given to God in con-
junction with our vow to do
his will. We have given our
word ; we dare not prove false
swearers; we may not break
our vow. By what we have
vowed and sworn before God
we are under obligation to ecar-
ry out the order of the King.
We cannot walk out on_ his
King in renunciation of him,
neglecting our duties. That
would be a bad thing to do.
‘We cannot join the rulers of
this world in challenging God’s
King with the words: “What
are you doing?” They cannot
and we cannot stop the King
in doing “all that he delights
in”; and his declight at the
present time is in having this
good news of God's kingdom
preached everywhere, and great
is our privilege to have a share
therein. The King’s word is
the power of control. It is
being carried out regardless of
the challenge of all of Satan’s
world. W 11/15 10a

Monday, July 28

Pay attention to yourselves
and to all the flock, among
which the holy spirit has ap-
pointed you overseers, to shep-
herd the congregation of God,
which he purchased.~—Acts
Each one who claims to be
a genuine follower of Christ
must be able to preach and
teach from house to house and
in the homes of the people,
even as Jesus did. But among
all these teachers there must
necessarily be older or expe-
rienced men who can and will
preside in Jehovah’s right way,
exercising true leadership, set-

ting the proper example for
each less-experienced willing
one. Paul, an experienced
overseer, entreated his brother
overseers as noted above. Here,
too, the emphasis is that an
overseer must be a shepherd;
he has a very responsible po-
sition. He must ‘feed my
sheep.” Such overseers may pic-
ture themselves at Galilee’s
shore, where Peter once fished
with his father, and where,
later, Peter attentive%y heard
Jesus say to him: “Feed my
young lambs.” “Shepherd my
little sheep.” “Feed my little
sheep.” W 1/1 7, 9, 10a

Tuesday, July 29

Qwing to your orders I be-
have with understanding. That
is why I have hated every
false path. Your word is a
lamp to my foot, and a light
to my roadway.—Ps.
119: 104, 105.

God does mnot turn away
from his own prineciples just to
please his ereatures. His prin-
ciples are perfect and change-
less, and in all of them his
love, justice, wisdom and pow-
er are taken into account. His
moral and religious principles
are not recognized by men in
general, for they follow the
philosophy and principles of
this old world. In order that
the knowledge of His prineci-
ples might not be lost but
might be learned by all lovers
of right principles, the great
Theocrat caused his principles
to be written down in his Sa-
cred Scriptures. There they
may be read and studied.
These, together with both his-
tory and prophecy, produced
the Holy Secriptures, which
once only the Israelites pos-
sessed. Such Secriptures were
also the only sacred writings
that the Christian congrega-
tion possessed at the start of
its existence A.D. 33. These
principles serve as a lamp and
a light for us today, even as
they did for God’s servants
in times past. W 12/15 12



Wednesday, July 30
O taste and see that Jgehovah

is good.—Ps. 3}:

Suppose a person determines
to taste and see if Jehovah is
good. Without his heart being
in it, he lives his daily life like
a Christian and preaches God’s
Word to others. He continues
to do it for a time, and then
begins to see the good results,
experiences the good that fol-
lows from this course, and
gradually he appreciates it in
his heart and a desire to do it
sprouts and grows in his heart.
Not only in his intellect but
in his heart also God’s law is
being written. By his learning
it, practicing it, enjoying its
good results, his heart comes
to appreciate and desire it and
he is impelled by his feelings
to do it. So the heart is writ-
ten on, changed, and what
once had to be forced is now
done by emotional choice and
desire, with no further bat-
tling with the heart nccessary
because it has been conquered,
has been purged of its former
desires and now motivates its
possessor into the course pre-
scribed by God’s law. And all
because it was disciplined to
taste what it thought it could
never like. W 2/1 12a

Thursday, July 31
Sing to Jehovah, bless his
name. From day to day tell
the good news of salvation by
him. Say among the nations:
“Jehovah himself has become

king.”—Ps. 96: 2, 10.

God’s kingdom by Christ is
now in action. Decause of its
action Satan and all his de-
mons are now confined to the
neighborhood of this earth to
await the not-far-off time when
Jehovah himself will break
the enemy kings of the earth
to pieces. This is accordingly
a day for unusual action by
the remnant. This is the day
for unusual witnessing by the
anointed witnesses of Jehovah.
It is the day for fulfilling Mat-
thew 24:14. All hail to this
day, for it is also the day
to fulfill the divine commands
in Psalm 96, as quoted above.
Wise, indced, we are if, in-
stead of sorrowing over the
coming overthrow of the king-
doms of this wicked world, we
rejoice in faith over the es-
tablishment of God’s kingdom
and share, either as one of the
remnant or as one of the great
crowd, in making known this
good news to others. W 10/15
31, 32

Preaching the Kingdom in Unity.—Rev. 11:15.

Friday, August 1
To do your will, O my God, I
have delighted, and your law

18 within my inward parts.

—Ps. }0:8.

To continue living the trans-
formed life of a Christian we
must put wrong desires out of
our minds and cultivate right
ones. What these right desires
are the Bible clearly shows.
The first and most important
one is the desire to do the will
of God. Jesus rccognized this
and showed that he had this
desire by his course of action
and by his words. (John 6:
38) Each follower of his must

have this same desire, and he
indicates that he does when he
symbolizes this dedication to
3od by water baptism. Want-
ing to serve God is a desire we
must meditate on and allow
to grow, as it is a right desire.
To maintain it as long as we
live we must continually study
the Bible, meditate upon the
truths and divine promises
learned from such study and
be actively engnged in doing
God's will by making publie
proclamation of those truths
and promises. We must have
the same mental attitude that
David expressed in the words
stated above. W 7/1 3, 4a



Saturday, August 2

He that is watching the wind

will not sow seed, and he that

18 looking at the clouds will
not reap.—Hcel. 11: }.

Although some professed
Christians do not want to take
part in Kingdom preaching be-
cause of the effort it takes and
the persecution it brings, it
will not slow down or cease.
It will go on without those who
hold back, because the preach-
ing is in obedicnce to the
King’s orders, and his order is
the “power of control.” If we
congregated ones are wise-
hearted we will know that the
Kingdom preaching was well
arranged by God for this time
of the end before the battle
of Armageddon. We will sce
that this 1s his appointed time
for it and that his judgment
is in operation toward all the
affairs of men and also toward
what we do. We want his ap-
proval in judgment. Hence we
will keep his commandment
through his King and not look
for excuses not to do so. Do-
ing this, we shall not know
the calamitous thing that now
blocks and frustrates all men
of this world and that will
reach its catastrophic end at
Armageddon. W 11/15 1la

Sunday, August 8

All the ends of the earth will
remember and turn back to
Jehovah. And all the families
of the nations will bow down
before you. For the kingship
belongs to Jehovah.—Ps.
22:27, 28.

The bridesmaids of Psalm
45 are said to come ‘with re-
joicing and joyfulness into the
palace of the king,’ and today
they are an unspeakably hap-
py great crowd. They are hap-
py because they are privileged
to give out to others the King-
dom good mews in close com-
panionship with the remmnant
of the bride class. They are in

the palace of the universal
King, Jehovah, because they
are now at his spiritual tem-
ple, there rendering him sa-
cred service continually. This
great crowd of bridesmaids
comes from the very ends of the
carth to which the Kingdom
message has been preached, and
they are members of all the
families of the nations, God
being impartial toward all.
They have learned about God’s
name and they have turned
away from false gods in order
to worship Jehovah and serve
him as rightful King. In them
is being fulfilled Psalm 22: 27,
28. W 10/15 35, 36

Monday, August 4

Be in subjection and be obe-
dient to governments and au-
thorities as rulers, . .. be rea-
sonable, exhibiting all mild-
ness toward all men.—Titus
1

Ignoring counsel from head-
quarters or from the servants
in the local congregation is
negligence and a sign of dis-
respect for theocratic author-
ity. We may make some men-
tal reservations as to the wis-
dom of carrying out certain
instructions, even though we
might recognize that they em-
body sound Seriptural prin-
ciples. In this way we give
only partial support to the or-
ganization and to the commis-
sion to preach. We may assume
that these instructions are
only incidentals, but David
learned to his sorrow (and to
Uzzah’s death) that praising
God and good intentions are
not enough to bring the full
reward of Jehovah’s blessing.
(1 Chron. 15:11-15) True
worship must be performed ac-
cording to the ordinance of
Jehovah, and what might seem
like minor details are impor-
tant if they issue through the
channel of God’s organization,
the faithful and discreet slave.
W 6/16a



Tuesday, August 5

I became hungry and you gave
me something to eat. I got
thirsty and you geve me some-
thing to drink. I was a stran-
ger and you received me hos-
pitably ; naked, and you clothed
me. I fell sick and you looked
after me. I was in prison and
you carge to me.—Matt.
, 36.

In this parable’s fulfillment
during this time of the end,
how true it is ! To get the good
news preached the King’s
brothers, the anointed rem-
nant, have put up with per-
secution and hardships. Who
came to their aid? The other
sheep. Grateful for the spirit-
ual riches brought them, they
respond not only with hospi-
table aid to the remnant of
Christ’s brothers but with
even more: heart allegiance to
their Brother, the King. Hav-
ing received Jehovah’s bounti-
ful spiritual provisions, these
right-hearted ones feel the urge
to be hospitable and to share
their material things with oth-
ers—all for the end result of
sharing the good news with
others. Because of the aid and
help they render to the King’s
brothers, the King says to
them: “Come, you who have
my Father’s blessing, inherit
the kingdom prepared for you
from the world’s foundation.”
W 1/15 3,2a

Wednesday, August 6

Let us pursue the things malk-
ing for peace and the things
that are upbuilding to one

another.—~—Rom. :

Love builds up because it is
more concerned with the wel-
fare of others than with its
own “rights.” Love is thought-
ful and considerate lest it
stumble others. It does not
tear down the work of God for
the sake of some personal pref-
erence. It remembers that “all
things are lawful; but not all
things build up.” It heeds the
admonition: ‘“Let each one
keep seeking, not his own ad-

vantage, but that of the other
person.” By thus carrying the
burdens of one another we ful-
fill the law of Christ and build
one another up. Love also
builds up by what it does not
do. As Paul shows at 1 Co-
rinthians 13:4-6, Love does
not destroy the unity of the or-
ganization by jealous competi-
tion; it does not cmbarrass
others or tempt them to do
wrong by unbecoming conduct ;

it does not lose its temper; it
docs not stoop to lying; it does
not gloat over injustices. Yes,
to build up others we must not
only love and do what is right
but hate and avoid what is
wrong. W 3/15 12, 14a

Thursday, August 7

This manifestation the happy
and only otentate will show
King of those who
rule as kmgs——l Tim. 6: 15.
God’s confidence in his chief
Son was not misplaced. Christ
had loyally upheld Jehovah’s
Godship and universal sover-
cignty to the last, with full
integrity under the most pam-
ful and humiliating test. Satan
proved himself once more a
slanderous liar. Christ proved
Jehovah God to be true, the
one object worthy of our whole-
hearted love and complete
obedience. With very tender
affection for this dutiful Son
Jehovah healed the wound that
Satan had inflicted at Jesus’
heel by raising him out of
death to deathlessness in the
heavens and appointing him
heir of all things. Of all God’s
family in heaven and on earth
Jehovah can now say to Satan
and all creatures that there is
no one like Jesus Christ in all
the universe. In Jesus alone
Jehovah has a complete and
everlasting answer to Satan’s
false accusation that God can-
not put a man on earth who
will stay faithful to him under
the greatest trial. So God
made Jesus most happ{. We
pronounce him happy also.
10/1 18



Friday, August 8

Who really is the faithful and
discreet slave whom his master
appointed over his domestics
to give them their food at the
proper time?—Iatt. 2}: 45.

In apostolic times a govern-
ing body at Jerusalem direct-
ed the work and served as a
channel to bring forth spirit-
ual food. To gain an under-
standing of God’s Word and
purposes back there one had
to get in touch with this body
or its representatives. And
only those who did received
God’s holy spirit. Likewise
today Jehovah has an organiza-
tional channel through which
he makes known his will and
purposes and through which
he directs the work of preach-
ing the good news of his king-
dom. Even as Jesus foretold,
today we see a faithful and
discreet slave whom his Mas-
ter pronounces happy, has ap-
proved and appointed over all
his belongings. The facts show
that this slave that God is
using is not a single person
but a composite individual, a
group, an instrument, an or-
ganization, which uses as its
legal instrument the Watch
Tower Society. W 7/15 3, 4a

Saturday, August 9

My dear one is mine and I am
his. He is shepherding among
the lilies. . . . O my dear one,
be like the gazelle or like the
roe of the stags wupon the
mountains of separation.
—Cant. 2: 16.

Although the evidences of
Christ’s reign make his being
on the throne and wielding his
scepter very real to us, we
must continue to walk by faith.
We joyfully hail him as reign-
ing King, and the great crowd
wave palm branches, as it
were, in loyal public acknowl-
edgment of him. But still there
is a separation between the
espoused remnant and their

Bridegroom-Shepherd, like a
big mountain between them
and him, because the remnant
are still in the flesh and not
yet resurrected from the dead
with glorious spirit bodies. For
this reason the espousced rem-
nant must still keep longing
for the DBridegroom to come
and take them to him by a
heavenly resurrection, thus
endin%[‘ their separation from
him. They feel like the Shu-
lammite did when she spoke
the words quoted above. As
the apostle John expresses the
longing at the very end of the
Bible: “Amen! Come, Lord
Jesus.—Rev. 22:20. W 12/1
27,28

Sunday, August 10

Where there are two or three
met together in my name, there
I am in theigr :rgoidst.—-——Matt.
18:20.

Our meetings are Jehovah's
provision for our continual up-
building and each one of us
should fully appreciate his
need to be present. All can
learn, and at the same time
all can help by holding ‘“‘fast
the public declaration of our
hope without wavering.” Every
gathering is edifying. Occa-
sionally one may be found who
has an independent feeling and
who makes excuses for not
participating in a meeting.
Pride is sometimes in the way,
one thinking he is too ad-
vanced to participate. But this
is selfishness, for each one is
to help one, and when anyone
knows much he should be
ready to bear the weaknesses
of those not so strong and not
just please himself. It is the
occasion to incite to love and
right works. If one resents
being given counsel in the
ministry school and absents
himself, he shows lack of ma-
turity and of love for his
brothers. He does not want to
take his share of the respon-
sibility of a Christian toward
others. W 4}/1 Ha



Monday, August 11

An overseer must be free from
accusation as God’s steward.
—Titus 1:7.

An overseer must be blame-
less. None should be able to
point the finger at him as one
who is negligent in his work
or who fails to conform to the
standards of the Bible. This is
true in all things. Consequent-
ly, if he is married he must be
the husband of just one wife.
In eating and in drinking, as
in all other things, he should
be moderate. In work he is
diligent, yes; but he does not
go to the extreme of ruining
his health. If he finds pleasure
in wholesome recreation, that
too is proper. But never would
he go to the foolish extreme of
becoming a lover of pleasure
more than a lover of God by
allowing it to crowd out theo-
cratic aectivities. An overseer
should not be a faddist as to
eating or other matters of life.
We do well in caring for our
health, but we are unwise
when we allow that to occupy
the attention of our lives that
should be accorded the minis-
try. Only those who put the
Kingdom first may be servants.
Wwé6/15 11, 12

Tuesday, August 12

The wisdom from above is

first of all chaste, then peace-

able, reasonable, ready to obey.
—Jas. 3:17.

Moved by that wisdom, we
too will be ready to obey. In
fact, we should be so ready to
obey that we would go out of
our way to find out how to
obey. We are well aware of
the fact that the growth of
the New World society is not
due to any man. While one of
us may plant the seed of truth
and while another, responding
to the counsel of the Bible to
make return visits on sheep-

like ones, cultivates, yet in the
final analysis it is God who
makes it grow. It is his holy
spirit or active force that is
needed if there is to be in-
crease, and that spirit operates
in conjunction with his Word
and organization. That means
that it is vital to hold fast
to the written Word, to study
it, to apply it, in order to show
an increase. So too with in-
structions from the faithful
and discreet slave, whether
sent in printed form or left
in a written report by a rep-
resentative of the Watech Tow-
er Society. We must always be
ready to obey. W 6/15 14, 15a

Wednesday, August 13

The spirit searches into all
things, even the deep things of
God.—1 Cor. 2: 10.

There is no substitute for
knowledge of God’s Word. All
of us need to meditate daily
on God’s Word, to imbed more
firmly in our minds the prin-
ciples of truth of Almighty
God Jehovah. The more basie
principles we absorb, the more
mature we become, the more
stable and the more able to
avoid collapse or a relapse in-
to sin. The Jewish religious
lJeaders prepared a Talmud for
the Jews to follow, thereby
setting out rules for every type
of conduct, leaving little or no
opportunity for reasoning on
God’s Word, for logic and for
learning God’s principles, Je-
hovah has not provided a Tal-
mud-like set of rules through
Christ for Christian living. He
has stated some basic laws and
rules in the Bible so we have
a record of the principles that
Christians must follow. It is
necessary for us to apply these
Christian principles to our dai-
ly living. Having a sparse
knowledge of some facts found
in the Scriptures is not suf-
ficient. W 9/1 18



Thursday, August 14

Become steadfast, unmovable,
always having plenty to do in
the work of the Lord, knowing
that your labor is not in vain
in connection with the Lord.
—~—1 Cor. 15: 58.

Do our works have to end
up calamitously, as described
at Ieclesiastes 2:17-21, so
that we properly should have
a_disgust for the opportunity
of living? Does our living have
to be merely in vain and a
mere chasing after something
as ungraspable as the wind?
No, not if we turn from serv-
ing this world and then work
for God’s new world. To work
for his new world means to
serve Jehovah; and work for
him is never vain. It is worth-
while, regardless of how much
persecution and opposition we
face because of such godly
work. We can get nowhere
without God. Men are imper-
fect, unmistakably sinful, un-
der condemnation and there-
fore dying. Try whatever the
will, work as hard as they will
without God, of themselves
they cannot escape calamity.
But through God’s kingdom
our lives can become meaning-
ful, can have an ennobling
purpose, and can be of ever-
lasting usefulness, as Paul
shows above. W 11/15 1a

Friday, August 15

Happy is the man that has

found wisdom, . . . It is a tree

of life to those taking hold of
it.—Prov. 8: 13, 18.

Life in happiness—that is
what we all want, do we not?
That may sound like a selfish
question. However, man was
originally made to live, and to
be happy in living. So happy
living is a natural desire. By
proving worthy of eternal life
we vindicate God the Life-
giver. In harmony with that,
God created the first man per-
fect and put him in a paradise,
where it was possible for him

to live forever in the perfect
enjoyment of life. As all of us
were then in the loing of
Adam, and yet to be born from
him, that possibility of ever-
lasting life in complete happi-
ness was then ours also. But
the opportunity of our being
born of perfect parents in a
paradise of happiness was lost
to us by Adam’s unwisdom;
and look what a state all
mankind is in today! It is
anything but happy. Happily
our Creator, Jehovah, has re-
opened the opportunity for
lovers of life to gain ever-
lasting happiness in_a_ perfect
world. Gain it how? By wis-
dom. W 11/11

Saturday, August 16

My kingdom is no part of this
world. If my kingdom were
part of this world, my attend-
ants would have fought that I
should not be delivered up to
the Jews. But, as it is, my
Lingdom 48 mnot from this
source—John 18: 36.
Jesus mixed in no politics
and had no_ worldly, political
ambitions. His kingdom was
not of the same source as
Caesar’s or as that of the
“wild beast.” Jesus raised no
army to free ancient Israel
from Caesar’s taxation and
control or to establish a polit-
ical State on carth. Why? Be-
cause Jesus was for spiritual
Israel. The kingdom he was
after was the spiritual king-
dom of the heavens, the king-
dom that he preached and com-
manded us to preach about in
this time of the end. If we are
commanded to love Jehovah
with all our heart, soul and
mind, then we must also love
Jehovah’s living Image, Jesus
Christ. Christians must there-
fore imitate Jesus Christ as
their Leader. The imitation of
him must be a guiding prin-
ciple in our lives. We must
be people of right worship.
Only as such will we be de-
livered. W 12/15 12, 14a



Sunday, August 17

For with the heart one exer-
cises faith for righteousness,
but with the mouth one makes
public declaration for salva-

tion.—Rom. 10 : 10

Among the basic require-
ments to gain life in the new
world is the all-important and
vital need of preaching. Over-
scers _therefore have the re-
sponsibility to help all asso-
clated with the congregation
to be active praisers of Je-
hovah. This assistance is not
rendered in a cold, begrudging,
unfriendly manner, in one that
will embarrass, The overseer
considers a publisher’s diffical-
ties, which are sometimes more
fancied than real, and en-
deavors to help each one to
overcome hiy retarding difficul-
ties by regular encouragement
and making definite arrange-
ments for the one needing help
to share regularly in ministe-
rial service. Those being us-
sisted should be most grateful
to those untiring overseers,
realizing their efforts are being
expended in their behalf for
their own welfare so that they
may make proper public dec-
laration for salvation. W 2/15
10, 11a

Monday, August 18

Look! the tent of God is with
humankind, and he will reside
with them, and they will be
his peoples. And God himsel
will be with them. And he will
wipe out every tear from their
eyes.—Rev. 21: 3, 4

On earth the Armageddon
survivors will enjoy the bless-
ings of God’s established king-
dom under Christ. Do we ap-
preciate what that will mean?
It will mean that God will
have achieved his purpose that
all men shall again worship
the one God, Jehovah, the
Creator and immortal Source
of all life. Only his worshipers
will survive the great tribula-
tion in which the Devil-wor-

shiping old world will end. By
the revelation then of his
power and justice ‘“the earth
shall be filled with the knowl-
edge of the glory of Jehovah,
as_the waters cover the sea.”
(Hab. 2: 14, Like Noah
and his family, after the flood
had destroyed the ancient, un-
godly world, the Kingdom-
preaching witnesses of Jeho-
vah will unitedly carry for-
ward the worship of the one
God on an earth cleansed of all
false religion. The Kingdom of
the new world will tolerate
none but the true religion. It
is our privilege to point others
to that true religion now. W
4/15 40, 41

Tuesday, August 19

The 1woman saw that the tree’s
fruit was good for food and
that it was e delight to the
eyes, yes, the itree was desir-
able to look upon. So she be-
gan taking of its fruit end
eating it.—Gen. 3: 6.

The Bible records many ex-
amples of persons who, like
Achan, did not appreciate
what wrong desires would lead
to. In each case the results
were the same—wrong desire
led to sin and sin to death.
When Eve was told that by
eating of the forbidden fruit
she would become wise and,
like God, be able to judge for
herself what was good and
what was bad, she began to
desire the fruit. The more she
thought about it, the more de-
sirable it became in her eyes
and the more she wanted it.
Thus her wrong desire became
fertile in sin. She made the
mistake of entertaining it in-
stead of putting it out of her
mind at the outset. In due
time this sin brought about her
eternal death. Yes, wrong de-
sires are not to be mentally
toyed with but rather ecom-
pletely put out of mind. Do
not let them get rooted! W
/19,8



Wednesday, August 20

If anyone of you is lacking in
wisdom, let him keep on ask-
ing Qod, for he gives generous-
ly to all and without reproach-
ing—Jas. 1:5.

But asking is not the end
of the matter. If it were, we
should not be told: “With all
thy getting get understanding.”
We cannot expect to gain wis-
dom if, after asking, we ignore
the provision God has made
for us to gain it. He makes
the provision for wisdom, but
like a precious treasure it
must be sought by us with de-
termination. This is not mere-
ly theoretical, The value of
such study is seen in aectual
practice. The new ones in the
congregation who mature most
rapidly are those who obey the
command to “apply your mind
to instruction and your ear
to words of knowledge,” who
remember that “a truthful wit-
ness saves lives,” and who do
not consider their relative new-
ness in the truth an excuse
for not being able to do so.
They realize the importance of
Christian publications and con-
gregational meetings arranged
for their strengthening, and
they seek in every way to
broaden their knowledge and
understanding,. W 5/15 5, 6a

Thursday, August 21

As for the Almighty, we have
not found him out; he is ex-
alted in power, and justice
and abundance o{ righteous-
ness he will not belittle. There-
fore let men fear him.~—Job
37:238, 24.

In 1918 God spared the rem-
nant from going down into the
pit of death at the hand of
their violent enemies. In 1919
he spared them from going in-
to spiritual death by puftting
his spirit into them to enliven
them in his service, to be his
Kingdom witnesses in this time
of the end. Confirmation is
thereby given to the words of

FElihu, who ended his words in
vindication of Jehovah by say-
ing the above. Therefore, as
a character in the prophetic
drama of Job, Elihu seems
well to prefigure the spiritual
governing body of the anointed
remnant of Christ’s body. Ac-
cording to modern history since
1919 this governing body of
the faithful and discreet slave
class brought to the vemnant
as a whole the enlightening in-
formation concerning our vital
need of integrity and the su-
preme issue, namely, the vin-
dication of Jehovah’s universal
sovereignty by his kingdom in
the hands of Jesus Christ. W
10/1 36, 37

Friday, August 22

For the upright are the ones
that will reside in the earth,
and the blameless are the ones
that will be left over in it. As
regards the wicked, they will
be cut off from the very earth;
and a8 for the treacherous,
they will be torn away from it.
—Prov. 2: 21, 22,

We can look around us and
see the evidence of the Crea-
tor’s existence and power, his
wisdom and majesty. We can
read his Word and open our
mind’s eye to more truth con-
cerning him, his earth, his pur-
pose for the earth, and our
possibilities of living on it for-
ever, Will we do the whole
duty of man: fear God, study
his will, meditate upon it, do
it, tell it to others, help them
to do it? Will we shun this
world under Satan, its werks,
its blasphemies, its ruining of
the earth? Will we use the
earth in harmony with God’s
will, cultivate it, beautify it,
care for the wildlife on it, and
help it reflect Jehovah’s praise?
The way we answer these
questions and live up to the
answers will determine the
answer as to whether we shall
get to live on earth forever or
not. W 8/1 18a



Saturday, August 23

One man out of @ thousand 1

have found, but a woman

among all these I have not
found.—Ecel. 7:

Thus King Solomon, as the
congregator of his people, tells
what he found by experiment
in his book of Eecclesiastes. If,
however, in The Song of Solo-
mon he describes his own un-
successful attempt toward the
Shulammite girl, then to his
own disillusionment he did
find in her a woman of integ-
rity in her love toward a man
not outwardly so glamorous as
Solomon. If he had lived in
the first century of the Chris-
tian era King Solomon would
have had to confess that in
Jesus Christ he found the one
man out of a thousand, yes,
outstandingly the man of all
men ever on earth. The congre-
gation espoused to Jesus Christ
must copy him. In the faithful
quality of her love to him she
must prove herself to be an
outstanding woman of integ-
rity, a_rarity among women,
the only bridal orgamnization
that stays loyal and maintains
her chastity in this world that
she may be judged worthy of
heavenly marriage with Christ,

12/111

Sunday, August 24

In all your waoys take notice
of [Jehovah], and he himself
will make your paths straight.
—Prov. 8: 6

When we keep our integrity
by thinking, speaking and act-
ing in harmony with the prin-
ciples or rules of conduct from
Jehovah we are really theo-
cratic. Jehovah is the one and
only Theocrat, in the sense of
being the supreme God Ruler.
Over all his creatures he rules
and wields_power because he
is the one living and true God.
That is why his principles of
conduct must apply to all in-
telligent creatures, human and

spirit. As our Creator, he made
the first man perfect, in His
image and likeness. The per-
fect man was rightly expected
to be a person of principle like
his heavenly Father, and not
to be controlled or moved by
mere instinet orvlaiv mere_feel-
ings of his flesh. When Adam’s
wife was deceived by Satan,
Adam acted untheocratically
by choosing to please his err-
ing wife and hold on to her
rather than please his heaven-
ly Father and hold on to his
law with integrity or perfect-
ness of conduct. To avoid
Adam’s mistake we must heed
the words of counsel stated
above. W 12/15 11

Monday, August 25

For the love of money is a
root of all sorts of injurious
things, and by reaching out
for this love some have been
led astray from the faith and
have stabbed themselves all
over with maébylpoains.-l Tim.

Yes, even some who have
lived as Christians drift back
to old-world ways and do all
sorts of injurious things. They
stray from the basic teachings
of Christ and before they
know it they arc filled with
pain. Sorrows fill their days,
rather than the joy and happi-
ness Jehovah gives those who
love and trust him. Some think
their security and life come
from the abundance they them-
selves have gathered, but earth-
ly riches can be quickly lost.
Millions in Europe lost all
their savings and then many
bitterly blamed God for it.
But if such persons had been
enriched with God’s Word,
then they would have known
in advance the futility of stor-
ing up earthly riches that
thieves steal and moth and
rust consume. In times of
stress spiritual riches have
sustaining power and keep one
thinking straight. W 1/1 15



Tuesday, August 26

Give orders to those . . . to
work at good, to be rich in
right works, to be liberal,
ready to share, safely treasur-
ing up for themselves a right
foundation for the future, in
order that they may get a firm
hold on th% rﬁal life.—1 Tim.

Ask yourself now: Do I
ever go out of my way to show
kindness to my brothers? Do
I ever share things with oth-
ers? Could I? Think upon
these questioms. And if you
have a car and it is raining
after a meeting, do you make
an effort to inquire if you can
give someone a ride? If you
are having a meal and you
have a surplus, do you ever
think of asking a piloneer to
share it with you? If you have
surplus clothing, do you ever
ask a needy brother if he can
use it? Or do you forget to
share with others? Paul said:
“Do not forget.” If you are an
overscer and you invite a
brother from a nearby con-
gregation to speak, do you
Jeave it up to chance that he
will be received hospitably by
the brothers? Or do you in-
form them of their privilege?
Yes. let us always be alert to
be liberal, ready to share. W
1/15 27, 28a

Wednesday, August 27

The law of his God is in his
heart; his steps will not wob-
ble—Ps. 37:31.

With the mind we may know
what is right and have good
intentions of doing it, but if
the affections in our heart
want to do otherwise it is like-
ly that we will. We may force
ourselves to do right and in
time the heart will come to
agreement, but if it does not
come around, the heart will
eventually win and the mind
will be enslaved to think up
justifications for taking the
course dictated. Reason mar-
shals the facts, but emotion

usually makes the choice. If
our hearts are properly stirred
by the facts, then reason and
good motive pull together in
the right direction. So for en-
during obedience to principles
unenforceable by written stat-
utes we must both know what
is right and want to do what
is right. Even then we may
fail at times, but such failures
will be the exceptions, becom-
ing less frequent as good be-
comes more and more habit-
ual. But the only way to pro-
gress in this direction is to get
God’s law inscribed deeper and
(]igeper on our hearts. W 2/1
-t

Thursday, August 28

So, then, let us not sleep on
as the rest do, but let us stay
awake and Leep our senses.
—1 Thess. §5: 6.

God has placed his power
behind the preaching of the
Kingdom good news. He is
zealous to have it proclaimed
throughout all the earth. To
all the world the message goes
with his unlimited force be-
hind it. Vital, alive, even
alarming is this message! It
actually wakes people up.
With God’s Word in our minds
we become alive. We are moved
to alter our ways of thinking
and living. Indeed, to take this
word into our minds is to have
a powerful awakening influ-
ence within us. Once awak-
ened, we must not relapse into
sleep. We cannot afford to
copy mankind in general, which
is sound asleep to reality. Es-
pecially appropriate is the ad-
monition to stay awake now.
Time is running out for this
wicked old system of things,
and if we do not want to go
down with it we must come
out of it. Yes, especially for us
now the warning rings clear:
“Awake from sleep, for now
our salvation is nearer than at
the time when we became be-
lliegvers.”—Rom. 13:11. W 3/1



Friday, August 29

Jehovah himself gives wisdom;
out of his mouth there are
knowledge and discernment.
—Prov. 2: 6

To live we must be wise
with a wisdom different from
that of this world. And we
must get it from the only place
to get it, from Jehovah, even
as wise King Solomon advises
us. When God asked him what
he wanted he replied: “Give
e now wisdom and knowl-
edge.” (2 Chron. 1:10) At
this request (God was pleased,
and in actuality he gave Solo-
mon extraordinary wisdom and
knowledge. The book of Prov-
erbs very fittingly comes from
his pen. And since all the peo-
ple of the earth came to hear
his wisdom, it is wisdom on
our part today to go to some
of his wisdom, which God’s
power has preserved for us in
this book. Since the book of
Proverbs was written under
heavenly inspiration, and since
Solomon’s wisdom was really
that which God had put in his
heart, then when we study it
we are really studying not just
Solomon’s wisdom, a mere
man’s wisdom, but the wisdom
of Jehovah God. These prov-
erbs sum up eternal truths and
s0 are just as up to date now
as then. W 11/1 3, 4

Saturday, August 30

If you see any oppression . . .
o not be amazed over the
affair, for one that is higher
than the high one is watching,
and there are those who are
high above them.—Eccl. 5: 8.

Even though we may live
under oppressive governments
we do not pity ourselves. We
have a comforter. We know
Jchovah helps us daily. We
understand that our integrity
toward God, whose witnesses
we are, is now on trial under
such oppressive conditions. We
know that above whatever men
call supreme on earth, there

are those infinitely higher, Je-
hovah and Jesus Christ. They
are_the Divine Judges, whom
no Iron Curtain can keep from
watching and secing, and their
judgments will be executed
against all oppressors at Ar-
mageddon, which action we
await with confident patience.
Sustained by God’s Word and
spirit and with God’s love fill-
ing our hearts, we pity the
poor people who find them-
selves hopelessly and helpless-
ly under such calamitous con-
ditions. To those with hearing
ears let us ecourageously preach
the good news of God's king-
dom as the only hope for man-
kind, W 11/15 22

Sunday, August 31

The Song of Songs, which is
Solomon’s—Cant. 1:1, RS.

By these words Solomon
meant that this Song was the
most beautiful, the most ex-
cellent song. It is not a collec-
tion of songs, but is one song,
though usually divided into
eight chapters. It was written
by Solomon after he had built
the wonderful temple to Je-
hovah and after he had mar-
ried. So the date of the Song
was about the year 1010 B.C.
It has one theme running
throughout, that of the love of
a country girl of the villuge of
Shulem for a shepherd boy.
King Solomon fell in love with
the same girl, but her love for
her dear ome, the shepherd,
held true and the king lost out.
It could therefore be rightly
called The Song of Solomon’s
Frustrated Love, In view of
1 Corinthians 10: 11 it must
be that this Song finds ful-
fillment in connection with the
Christian congregation. 'The
loved girl of the Song is the
true Christian congregation of

44,000 members, and her shep-
herd lover is the Lord Jesus
Christ now glorified in heaven
for his burning love for his
heavenly Father. W 12/1 7-10



Imitating the Shulammitein Exclusive Devotion.—Cant. 8:6,

Monday, September 1

Reprove before all onlookers
persons who practice sin, that
the rest also may have fear.
—1 Tim. 5: 20.

The clean organization is
what pleases God. A guard
must be maintained so the or-
ganization does not become cor-
rupt. Wrongdoing could not be
winked at or overlooked. Sure-
ly it was wunpleasant to en-
counter sin in any congrega-
tion and to have to give re-
proof, but the responsibility
could not be side-stepped by
(yod’s minister. Even though
the offender be a close friend
or a member of the family,
the overseer must honor God’s
law, “doing nothing according
to a biased leaning.” We may
not shield a wrongdoer from de-
served punishment and expect
God’s blessing. When any un-
cleanness is permitted in a
congregation or country the
work does not prosper. So for
the sake of the organization
and for the salvation of one
who may have started goinf in
the wrong way, never shield a
wrongdocr, even though he be
a close friend or member of the
family. It is part of the Chris-
tian responsibility to keep the
organization clean. W /1 11a

Tuesday, September 2

Be in subjection to one another
in fear of Christ.—UHph.5:21.

Those who are inclined to
prefer their own ideas to those
advanced by the servants in
the congregation, even though
such may be older in age and
years in God’s service, should
humbly ask themselves: “How
does the age of any of us com-
pare with that of our ‘mother’
or that of our Father?”’ The
servants, regardless of age, are
there by theocratic appoint-
ment, and in the discharge of
their duties they are backed up
by the experience and author-

ity of the governing body and
hence of the entire organiza-
tion. While this should make
the servant aware of the se-
riousness of his res};;onsxblhty,
at the same time it should make
the complainer realize that it
is a representative of our
“mother” that he is oppos-
ing. God is in our midst and
pours out a rich blessing upon
all faithfully performing their
commission. So let each one
fulfill his preaching commis-
sion and lecave the management
of congregational affairs to
those assigned to that respon-
sibility. W 5/1 13, 14

Wednesday, September 3

Everyone that kills youw will
imagine he has rendered a sa-
cred service to God.~—John
16: 2.

Israel backslid when the
judges ruled, when the kings
reigned and when Jesus came
to earth. Under the influence
of the orthodox religious lead-
ers the majority turned to un-
clean spiritual food, weakened,
sickened, backslid and suffered
internal disturbances and ex-
ternal pressures. A remnant
remained true to Jehovah,
sounded his warning to aid the
backsliders, but were perse-
cuted instead of welcomed. Re-
covery came only when false-
hoods were rejected and God’s
Word was accepted and true
worship was restored and re-
spected. Yet through all this
backsliding the nation claimed
to be faithfully serving God.
Steeped in their Bible-voiding
traditions, they still said they
were faithful to God, and even
when persecuting and killing
God’s true witnesses the Jews
claimed it was done to safe-
guard Jehovah’s worship. We
should not be surprised to find
that the same is true today,
that Jesus’ words above still
apply. W 6/113



Thursday, September 4

I have put you under oath, O
daughters of Jerusalem, b the
female gazelles or by the ;{mds
of the field, that you try not
to awaken or arouse love [in
me] until it feels inclined.
—Cant. 2:

Thus by all that is beauti-
ful and graceful, the Shulam-
mite obligates the court womn-
en not to try to arouse love
in her for Solomon, to make
her prove untrue to her first
love, her love for her shepherd.
In the constancy of her love
toward the shepherd the rem-
nant today have a fine example
of how changeless, how irre-
movable their love for Christ
should be. Nothing in this
world or on this earth should
be able to lessen or turn aside
their love for Christ. At-
tempts at persuasion by ma-
terialistic persons should all
fail to arouse love or selfish
desire for anything outside of
the Right Shepherd and his
dear sheep. We should be
found reminding persons who
use worldly persuasion that
our affections are fixed upon
the Bridegroom, and we will
follow him and not this world
of materialism and outward
glory. W 12/1 24, 25

Friday, September 5

You must not bow down to
another god, because Jehovah
is excluswely devoted to his
name. He is a God exacting

exclusive devotion.—Hx.

s 14.

Although flogged and
charged to stop speaking about
Christ, Peter and the other
apostles ‘“continued without
letup teaching and declaring
the good news about the
Christ.” The principle they fol-
lowed, “We must obey hod as
ruler rather than men,” still
governs today. In fact, long
before Peter’s day God himself
had declared that same prin-
ciple as noted above. This is
not just one of the many laws

that God gave to Israel. It is
the statement of a principle
or rule of conduct that is eter-
nal and universal, applying to
all creatures in heaven and on
earth. The principle of it was
restated by Jesus himself in
answer to the question as to
which is the greatest com-
mandment in the law: “You
must love Jehovah your God
with your whole heart and
with your whole soul and
with your whole mind.” (Matt.
22:37) Thus we are told
the main principle that runs
through all the Holy Serip-
tures, including the Law and
the Prophets. W 12/15 14, 15

Saturday, September 6

The heart of this people has
grown thick, and with their
ears they have heard with an-
noyance, and they have shut
their eyes; that they might
never . . . get the sense of it
with their hearts and turn
back, and I heal them.~—Matt.
13: 15.

Refusing spiritual healing
through the Son of God, the
Jews of his day were doomed
to die spiritually. That is why
in their spiritually diseased
condition they finally put Je-
sus to death A.D. 33. But
God’s great Healer lives again!
That 1s why the healing of the
nations has drawn near, for
he lives now with all power in
heaven and in earth as the de-
scendant of Abraham through
whom the blessing was prom-
ised to come to all the families
of the earth. On the third day
the greatest Healer of all, Je-
hovah, raised the good Phy-
sician from the dead and re-
stored him to a place in heav-
en, clothing him with still
greater powers in a higher po-
sition. It is our privilege to-
day to direct all nations to Je-
hovah’s great Healer. Those
who, like the Jews of Jesus’
day, refuse to hear and sec
y)vill2 EIxot get healed. W 9/15



Sunday, September 7

You cannot be slaves to God
and to Riches—Matt. 6: 2}.

We cannot be slaves to
Riches and at the same time
bring forth the fruitage of
God’s spirit, which is love, joy,
peace, long-suffering, kindness,
goodness, faith, mildness, self-
control. (Gal. 5: 22, 23) That
is why Paul, in listing the
qualifications for overseers,
includes a warning against a
danger that has proved a
trap to man‘g', love of money.
(1 Tim. 3:3) Never may an
individual be an overseer if his
love for money is permitted in
any way to excced his love for
God. If he allows his secular
work to crowd out his regular
attendance at mectings he does
not meet this requirement, If
oceasional or frequent overtime
work or even regular employ-
ment that interferes with meet-
ings or service is more of an
attraction to him than the ac-
tivities of the New World so-
ciety, he would injure the
spirituality of himself and
those in the congregation who
look to him to take the lead.
Servants must be on guard
that the snare of materialism
does not deprive them of their
[{givileges of service. W 6/15

Monday, September 8

Decause you listened to your
wife’'s voice and took to eating
from the tree ... dust you are
and to dust you will return.
—Gen. 3: 17, 19.

In the case of Adam it was
his desire to please Eve rather
than obey Jehovah that drew
him into sin. When he re-
turned from another part of
the garden and saw what Eve
had dome, he did not correct
her and refuse to have any
part in her sin. Instead he ac-
cepted the fruit from her
hands and joined her in the
act of willful discbedience

against God. His desire to
please her led him into rebel-
lion against God. Since Adam
had been warned in advance
that if he ate this fruit he
would die, hiz disobedience
meant that he would return to
the lifeless dust from which he
had been made. Thus Adam’s
wrong desire led to sin and his
sin to death. Since wrong de-
sire had the power to draw a
perfect man and woman into
sin and to their death, who
could be so rash as to say that
an imperfect human could en-
tertain a wrong desire in his
mind without eventually being
led to bring it to realization?
w7/110,11

Tuesday, September 9

Then [Jesus] said to his disci-
ples: “Yes, the harvest is
great, but the workers are few.
Therefore, beg the Master of
the harvest to send out work-
ers into his harvest.’—Matt.
b

Jesus foresaw that the peo-
ple of good will would be ripe
for ingathering at this time.
More full-time harvesters are
needed to accomplish this tre-
mendous ingathering work be-
fore Armageddon. This harvest
period is a time of great joy.
It is a time when we see the
results of our labors and God’s
blessing upon them. Shepherd-
ing and harvesting are peace-
ful pursuits that well illus-
trate the activity of true peace-
makers today. It is a construe-
tive work leading to everlast-
ing life. Only a short time re-
mains in which this_preaching
work can be accomplished. We
are living in an interim of
God’s undeserved kindness be-
tween the war in heaven and
the culmination of tribulation
at Armageddon. If we would
enjoy life in God’s peaceful
new world we must make the
best possible use of his unde-
served kindness now. W 8/15
18, 19a



Wednesday, September 10

Adulteresses, do you not know
that the friendship with the
world is enmity with God?
Whoever, therefore, wanis to
be a friend of the world is con-
stituting himself an enemy of
God—Jas. §: 4.

Jesus had plainly informed
his followers that they would
be hated by the world and
would suffer persecution, even
death, for holding to right
principles. They knew that to
compromise would mean sacri-
ficing their standing with God.
James therefore foreefully ad-
dressed the compromisers in
the words quoted above. In
those early days under the Ro-
man Empire the leaders of the
world practiced a conglomera-
tion of religions, a sort of
interfaith arrangement, with
all religions being considered
to have some merit. But true
Christians remained separate
and were hated for their un-
compromising attitude. How
could Christians do otherwise?
The principle had been stated
by Jesus that they were not a
part of the world. They knew
that worship of Jehovah and
not that of idols was proper.
Reasoning on Scriptural prin-
ciples protects us from com-
promising. W 9/1 3, 4a

Thursday, September 11

In the streets and in the pub-
lic squares let me seek the one
whom my soul has loved. I
sought him but I did not find
him.—Cant. 3: 2.

In these days of his second
presence sinee the year 1914,
we may search for Christ
where we will but we shall
find him nowhere on earth.
We can find fellowship with
him, however, by going out
to meet with his followers in
their gatherings, for he said:
‘“Where there are two or three
met together in my name, there
I am in their midst.” This
may often require our going
opt nights to attend meetings

of hig followers and also to
visit the other sheep whom
he is now gathering, in order
to carry on Bible study with
them that they may be fed in
the name of the Right Shep-
herd. In this manner the es-
poused remnant enjoy a speeial
fellowship with their Shep-
herd-King in a congregational
way, within the organization
of their spiritual mother, Je-
rusalem above. All our fellow-
ship with Christ in a spiritual
way, at a cost of effort,
strengthens us in our deter-
mination to let no other love
on earth replace our whole-
‘s%ulg(()l love for him. W 12/1

¥riday, September 12

My son, do give your heart to
me and may those eyes of
yours take pleasure in my own
ways.—Prov. 23: 26.

Is this an invitation to make
a complete dedication to Je-
hovah? No, this is an invita-
tion to the person under in-
struction to pay attention to
his instructor with all his
heart, to put his whole heart
into listening and learning
what his instructor has to
teach him. He must set his
affection upon the instruction
that his fatherlike instructor
imparts to him. His heart, as
well as_his eyes, must be to-
ward his instructor. His eyes
must take pleasure in the ways
that his instructor takes, so
that he desires to_COﬁy his in-
structor and go in his ways.
Besides that, his heart must
be fully absorbed in his in-
structor so as to love him and
take seriously what his in-
structor says and advises, es-
pecially what he now is about
to discuss. It deserves the most
serious consideration, undivid-
ed attention and decepest ap-
preciation. What? The matters
of eating and of drinking al-
coholic drinks and of clean
morals.—Prov. 23:27-35, W
11/1 4, 5a



Saturday, September 13

Against Job [Elihw's] anger
blazed over his justifying his
own soul more than God. Also
against his three companions
his anger blazed over the fact
that they had not found an
answer but they proceeded to
pronounce God guilty.—Job
32:2, 3.

Elihu saw that the vindicat-
ing of God was more impor-
tant than the vindicating of
any man. To speak words giv-
ing understanding he relied
upon the spirit of God rather
than upon wisdom that is ex-
pected to ecome from one’s
growing old and having much
experience. He was against
showing respect or bestowing
an awesome title upon any
man, He was not an imperti-
nent boy. Elihu correctly de-
sceribed in advance what was
fulfilled upon Job when he was
restored to the position of a
man publicly recognized as be-
ing in God’s favor for prov-
ing bis integrity and for wiscly
giving God an answer against
Satan, who has reproached
God as if God bought the love
of those who scrved him. Be-
cause Job here pictured the
Christian remnant, Elihu (at
Job 33:22-30) foretold what
has befallen the anointed rem-
ggnt since 1919, W 10/1 33,

Sunday, September 14

The virgins in her irain as her
companwons are being brought
.« . With rejoicing and joyful-
ness.~—Ps. 45: 1}, 15

In delightsome language the
book of Psalms tells of the
joyful companions of the rem-
nant of the Kingdom heirs.
The remnant are the last re-
maining ones on earth of the
class pictured by the bride of
Christ. They have been be-
gotten by God’s life-giving
spirit and so they have become
as a daughter to Jehovah. Now
that the Kingdom has been

established, the time draws
near for their marriage to him
in the first resurrection. Now
as the remnant approach their
wedding day they are telling
all lovers of divine govern-
ment about their Bridegroom,
the King at God’s right hand
in heaven. As they move on
through this world to their
final union with the DBride-
groom they are joined by well-
wishing companions who want
to become subjeects of their
Bridegroom King. They be-
come as bridesmaids to the
remnant. The beautiful words
of Psalm 45 describe both the
bride class and the brides-
maids. W 10/15 34, 35

Monday, September 15

Whoever has this world’s
means for supporting life and
beholds his brother having need
and_yet shuts the door of his
tender compassions upon him,
in what way does the love of
God remain in him? Little
children, let us love . . . in
deed and t;gth‘—l John
217, 18,

Yes, the doing of good to our
brothers embraces the sharing
of material things. As love is
more than a wag of the tongue,
so is an active expression of
love, hospitality. So “do not
withhold good . . . when you
have it with you.” One with
true love shares things when
help is needed; he does not
weigh the goods so long that
he never shares anything or if
he does, it is too little, too late.
Since we are still in the Dev-
il's world, sometimes our broth-
ers, through no laziness or
fault of their own, find them-
gelves in desperate need. The
cause may be a storm, a flood,
a fire, an accident, sickness or

ersecution. If we see our

rother in such need and with-
hold help, when it is in our
power to %lve it, “in what way
does the love of God remain
in [us]?” W 1/15 5, 6a



Tuesday, September 16

Let wives be_in subjection to
their husbands . . . in every-
thing.—Eph. 5: 22, 24.

Although the wife is the
weaker vessel her love can
build up her husband. If he
works “hard in speaking and
teaching” she will be among
the first to account him
“worthy of double honor.” In-
stead of trying to boss her
husband she will remember
Paul’s counsel stated above.
Her love can build up her hus-
band, not by preparing his
talks for him or by eriticizing
him, but by letting him study
under the most favorable con-
ditions possible, by not taking
herself too seriously, by not
bothering him with every little
problem or petty annoyance,
by being honest with him when
he asks her opinion and by
properly looking after his crea-
ture comforts. Love will make
a wife devoted, loyal and un-
derstanding, all of which will
build up her husband, partie-
ularly in time of stress. It will
hplg her to see herself in the
right light, as his helper at his
side, neither too forward nor
too diffident to offer help when
it is needed, for which occa-
sions love will also give her
the insight. W 38/15 14, 15

Wednesday, September 17

IIe went out and proceeded
to a lonely place. But the
crowds began hunting about
for him and came out as far
as he was.—Luke 4%: 42.
Though not sought by
crowds as Jesus was, we to-
day are hard-pressed by mod-
ern living to find solitude for
meditation. In many places in
the world simplicity of living
has been replaced by a life of
complexity, with waking hours
crammed with both important
and trivial matters. Moreover,
people today are developing an
aversion to thinking. They fear
to be alone with their thoughts.

Independent thinking is diffi-
cult, unpopular and even sus-
ct. To seek solitude for med-
itation is frowned upon as
antisocial and neurotic. But as
Jehovab’s servants we must
obey his command to meditate.
The rush of events sometimes
sweeps us along unless we put
up a struggle for regular pe-
riods of meditation on spiritual
matters. To meditate we must
have peace and quiet, must
shut out sounds that assault
the ear and must blind our-
selves to sights that distract
the eye. Like Jesus we should
endeavor to find a lonely place
at times that is conducive to
thinking. W 8/1 7, 8a

Thursday, September 18

Look! you are beautiful, O girl
companion of mine.
—Cant. 4: 1.

The test of the Shulammite
in the eamp of King Solomon
near her village of Shulem
failed, such was the intensity
of her love for a mere shep-
herd. How would the making
of attractive proposals by the
king in the midst of the regal
palace within the capital city
of Jerusalem affect her? When
his camp moved back to Jeru-
salem Solomon had the Shu-
lammite taken with him. The
womenfolk of the capital city,
the daughters of Zion, see
Solomon’s procession and sing
its praises. A final test faces
the Shulammite! So today the
test because of the material-
ism of this world increases. To
resist the tempting offers of
this gaudy old world our Shep-
herd prepares and strengthens
us by assuring us of his con-
tinued love and by expressing
his admiration for our right
kind of Christian works, just
as the shepherd lover did by
following Solomon’s cortege in-
to Jerusalem and there getting
in touch with the Shulammite
to say to her, among other
things, the words cited above.
W 12/1 31, 32



Friday, September 19

Whenever you vow a vow to
God, do not hesitate to pay it,
for there is no delight in the
stupid ones. What you vow,
pay.—Eecl. 5: 4.

Today, to get away from the
“calamitous occupation that
God has given to the sons of
mankind” in this doomed old
world, we must be congregated
by the Greater Solomon, by
listening to his voice, his wis-
dom expressed in God’s Word,
such as in the book of Qo.hel’-
eth. Through him we must
come to God and dedicate our-
selves fully to him in faith and
love., We must carefully con-
sider what that step means
and all that it will now re-
quire us to be and to do. We
should not be rash to make a
vow of dedication to God, no
more than we should needless-
ly delay in vowing to serve
him and do his will forever.
But once having entered into
such a solemn, unrecallable
vow, we should keep it, thus
not taking it in vain and end-
ing up In calamity. So we
should mean it when we vow
full dedication to God through
Christ. Let it not be a mere
multiplying of words spoken
rashly and foolishly without
‘tlhe heart behind it. W 11/15
a

Saturday, September 20

You must love Jehovah your
God with your whole heart
and with your whole soul end
with your whole mind and
with your whole strength.
—AMark 12: 30.

Those who are theocratic in
their principles love Jehovah
as God and Ruler or as The
Theocrat. To have his love and
be favored with everlasting life
in his new world we must love
him, According to his greatest
commandment, we must love
God more than ourselves or
our neighbor, yes, more than
our whole nation of neighbors.

Jesus said we must love Je-
hovah with our all. This fact
gives us a larger understand-
ing of what Jesus meant when
he said: “Pay back, therefore,
Caesar’s things to Caesar, but
God’s things to God.” (Matt.
22:21) Now, as respects these
two rulers, which one gave us
our heart and our soul and our
mind? Was it Caesar? Or was
it God? Not Caesar, but God
gave us these things essential
to our intelligent living. So it
is to God, not to Caesar, that
we must pay back those things,
things far more valuable and
far more inclusive than Cae-
sar’s tax money. W 12/15 16

Sunday, September 21

Let us consider one another to
incite to love and right works,
not forsaking the gathering of
ourselves together, as some
have the custom, but encourag-
ing one another.—Ileb.
10: 24, 25.

By missing meetings one de-
nies himself spiritual food Je-
hovah has arranged for his
welfare. Therefore, when it is
meeting time surely there could
be nothing more important
taking place anywhere on
earth. Manifest your apprecia-
tion and proper view of the
ministry by regularly attend-
ing all meetings. Additionally,
we are to encourage others to
do likewise. Iispecially is it
the privilege and responsibility
of the servants and regular
meeting attenders to encourage
and assist fellow ministers to
attend all meetings regularly,
being alert to observe those
missing meetings and show
brotherly love and concern by
calling on them to cncourage
and help them to attend. Per-
sons of good will should also
be encouraged to attend the
meetings, he sooner they
start attending Kingdom Hall
meetings the more rapid will
be their Christian growth. W
2/15 22, 23,25



Monday, September 22

May loving-kindness and true-
ness themselves not leave you.
Tie them about your throat.
Write them upon the tablet of
your heart—Prov. 3: 3.

Filling the mind with God’s
truth does a cleansing work,
crowds out the former wrong
thoughts, makes the mind
over. But maybe the old ways
are so deeply engraved on the
heart that the hearing and
reading of God’s law does not
erase them. Study and medita-
tion have shown us what we
should do and we would like
to comply, but the heartfelt
desire to do so is missing. The
new writing on our hearts is
still near the surface. It is not
yet as deep as the old so as to
erase the old ways; it has not
touched the inner man, the
figurative heart, where the seat
of motive and desire is. But if
we want the old writing erased
and replaced by God’s law, all
the way into our innermost
thoughts and feelings, we must
discipline ourselves, force our-
selves to do what we know to
be right. We must persist in
this course, and if we are sin-
cere we will win over our own
heart to the side of righteous-
ness. The Seriptures support
this procedure. 2/1

Tuesday, September 23

Do not be misled. Bad associa-
tions spoil useful habits.
—1 Cor. 15: 33.

Jehovah knows what we
need to do in order to stand
firm. For firmness in our faith
he instructs us to keep sepa-
rate from the world. Associa-
tion with people of the world
is permissible to the extent of
contact required by gospel-
fnenchmg and permitted secu-

ar work. Selfishly and stub-
bornly some make a serious
mistake with regard to com-
panions they seek out. Making
friendships with pcople of the

world is mnot conducive to
standing firm as a Christian.
To careless ones in his day,
who preferred such ill-mated
friends, Paul wrote the words
quoted above. No, do not be
misled and excuge your cling-
ing to such friends because
they are personally more de-
girable, socially more accept-
able or financially more advan-
tageous. If the company of
such ones is more desirable to
you, then it is time to examine
yourself. Do mnot foolishly
think you are so strong that
you can risk weakening your
firm stand in the faith. It is
far better to cultivate associa-
tions with your humble broth-
ers. W 3/1 19

Wednesday, September 24

[Keep] doing nothing out of
contentiousness or out of ego-
tism, but with lowliness of
mind considering that the oth-
ers are superior 10 you.
—Phil. 2:

A record is kept of the
amount of time devoted to
field service. The individual
record is important to each
one of us, but this does not
mean that one will shirk re-
sponsibility toward his broth-
ers merely for the sake of
making a strong personal show-
ing, in which he might chance
to take pride publicly. Thus
even full-time ministers are ex-

ected to do more than mere-

v their personal field serviee.
Many duties fall upon us that
do not come within the_scope
of field service, such as visiting
our sick brothers, ecomforting
those in tribulation and at.
tending meetings. There is also
much preparation to be made
for the benefit of others. One
may be assigned to deliver a
public talk or take part in a
service meeting. While we may
not report time spent on this,
it should be just as important
to us as any other assignment
and should be done well. W
4/1 15a



Thursday, September 25

Love is as strong as death 13,
insistence on exclusive devo-
tion s as unyielding as Sheol
is. I'ts blazings are the blazings

of a fire, the flamne of Jah.

—Cant. 8:6.

Down_till Armageddon de-
stroys this old world’s mate-
rialism the remnant must meet
the test of unswerving love for
Christ. How will they triumph
in this searching test? By hav-
ing a love for him as the Shu-
lammite had for her decar
shepherd. Material possessions
did not tempt her. She was
content with her own vine-
yvard, because she loved one
really dear to her and such
love cannot be bought with
material things. (Cant. 8:7)
Such an unconquerable love
assured her of the shepherd’s
love for her. Crowned with joy
is the loved Shulammite wom-
an of this superlative song
of Solomon. Crowned with joy
will the remmnant also be by
resisting worldly materialism
and holding true to the Shep-
herd-Bridegroom. All the other
sheep will share in the faithful
remnant’s joy. Thanks be to
Jehovah God for this inspired
Song that stirs us all to integ-
rity in our love toward his
Right Shepherd, Jesus Christ!
W 12/1 44-46

Friday, September 26

“My righteous one will live by
reason of faith,” and, “if he
shrinks back, my soul has no
pleasure in him.’—Heb.
10 : 38.

God’s Word clearly declares
that life is a gift from God.
Through undeserved kindness
on his part life comes to crea-
tures; and it was because of
his undeserved kindness that

he sent his only-begotten Son |

to earth. Before he came man
had been doomed to death, and

had been dying for 4,000 years. |

Life is given to man by God,
not by the things man possess-

es. “He that exercises faith in
the Son has everlasting life;
he that disobeys the Son will
not see life, but the wrath of
God remains upon him.” (John
3:36) So, then, faith and obe-
dience to the Word of the true
God are his requirements. It
must be faith that grows and
fills your whole life, faith that
takes you on to a greater un-
derstanding of Jehovah's Word
by a study of it, faith that
moves you to keep on serving
God with spirit and truth. If
we have that kind of faith,
then we shall not be the kind
of p(iréson that shrinks back. W

Saturday, September 27

Now the [Beroeans] were
more noble-minded than those
in Thessalonica, for they re-
ceived the word with the great-
est readiness of mind, care-
fully examining the Scriptures
daily as to whether these
things were so.—Acts 17: 11.

The disciples’ familiarity
with the Scriptures is shown
by their many quotations from
the Hebrew writings. Further,
those who received their let-
ters or heard them preach also
had such knowledge. They did
not have the aids we do. Books,
including the Scriptures, were
hard to come by. They were
laboriously copied by hand and
were not available to all peo-
ple. But these early Christians
iot the use of them. They
new the Scriptures, saw the
fulfillment of prophecies and
read the writings of the apos-
tles. And they used this knowl-
edge and faith in showing love
by teaching others. Real Chris-
tians do the same today. They
gain the required knowledge
and show their love of God
and of their neighbors by ac-
tually telling the good news to
others. Are you, like the Be-
roeans, daily examining the
Scriptures to increase your
knowledge? It is available to
all. W §/15 15, 16



Sunday, September 28

I am my dear on€’s and fo-
ward me is his longing.
—Cant. 7: 10

By making public declara-
tion of the outstanding quali-
ties of their Bridegroom, the
remnant keep him and their es-
pousal in mind. It strengthens
them to resist the seductions
of materialism. Such a test of
love for the Shepherd and his
gathering work has come upon
the remnant in this material-
istic day, just as it came upon
the Shulammite detained in
Jerusalem by Solomon. At that
time he was already married
to queens and concubines. He
could not offer to her what her
shepherd lover offered her. Af-
ter she has told the court la-
dies of finding her lover alto-
gether desirable, Solomon ap-
proaches her. He tells how
lovely she appears. He wants to
have her as his own to enjoy.
It would be such an opportu-
nity to enjoy the luxury with
glory as a wife of the king
himself | How well this pic-
tures the apé)eal of material-
ism today! So what example
does the Shulammite give the
espoused remnant to meet this
appeal? She answered Solo-
mon courageously, as above. W
12/1 39, 40

Monday, September 29

I, even I, am he that com-
forteth you: who art thou,
that thou art afraid of man
that shall die, . . . and hast
forgotten Jehovah thy Maker,
that stretched forth the heav-
ens?—Isa. 51: 12, 13, AS.

Paul dignified the Kingdom
message by appealing to the
highest earthly judicial author-
ity of the day, Caesar. He was
entirely committed to ‘the de-
fending and legally establish-
ing of the right to preach the
good news.” (Phil. 1:7) This
course worked toward fulfill-
ing Jesus’ words at Matthew
10: 18. Today we stand upon

the rightness of the principle
that Paul followed. Vghere no
bans exist, we as tax-paying
citizens appeal to the modern-
day Caesar, to estop our foes
by Caesar’s own laws. Where
bans do exist, we under the
ban cannot appeal to Caesar
jnside his own territory. But
as regards God’s command to
preach his kingdom, we obey
God as Ruler rather than the
ban by men who are fighters
against God and who will per-
ish at Armageddon at the lat-
est. Salvation to eternal life
will come, not through Caesar,
but by Jehovah and through
Christ. So we fear only Je-
hovah. W 12/15 22, 23a

Tuesday, September 30

He that is acquiring heart is
loving his oj«gn gou —DProv.

Loving our own souls means
our wanting to live in happi-
ness forever. It means our
showing our love for our lives
now and especially in God’s
new world. To acquire heart
means to acquire good motive,
for the heart is the seat not
only of affection but of motive.
Affection moves one to action.
From childhood on, the heart
of mankind is disposed to go
wrong and to have gad prompt-
ings according to the misplace-
ment of its affections. So it
becomes necessary for us to
set our affections on noble,
lofty, kindly, godly things, to
the end that our motives may
be pure, good and unselfish. If
we do this, then we are really
loving our own souls, for God,
who discerns and judges the
heart, will see that our hearts
are good, loving and anxious to
please him and he will make
his provisions for our cver-
lasting life available to us.
Hence we should be careful to
discern what the motives of
our hearts are and see to it
that they are right and good
and acceptable to God. Then
we are sure to find good at
his hand. W 11/1 3a



Staying Awake to the Kingdom Ministry.—1 Cor. 16:13, 14.

Wednesday, October 1
Pay back, therefore, Caesar’s
things to Caesar, but God’s
things to God.—Matt. 22:21.

The world, through its judg-
es and rulers, demands that we
render to Caesar, not only the
things that are Caesar’s, but
more than that, and the world
forgets the rest of the com-
mand of Jesus to pay the
things that are God's to God.
We pay our taxes, accept edu-
cation of the nation through
the schools and support all the
laws of the land that are in
full accord with God’s prin-
ciples of truth and righteous-
ness and wherever we live we
comply with the rules and reg-
ulations of that nation. We
dress as do other people and
for the most part conform to
the customs and habits of the
people. But one thing we can
not and will not do, that is,
violate our conscience, which
has been trained according to
the principles set forth in
God's Word. As true Chris-
tians we will adhere to the
principles of Almighty God
and pay back to God what be-
longs to God. As the Creator
and Almighty One, Jehovah
alone has the right to receive
our exclusive devotion.—Ex.
20:4, 5. W 9/1 19, 21

Thursday, October 2

Stay awake.—1 Cor. 16: 13.

What Paul admonishes us is
to stay awake. An emergency
confronts all Christians, with
Satan stalking those who be-
come careless or negligent. But
some of us just seem to be so
sleepy spiritually, It is time
to stay awake and be prayer-
ful—yes, to be unlike Peter,
James and John in Jesus’ last
hour in Gethsemane. Do not
fail to get the point that ap-
plies to us: “Keep on the
watech and praying, that you
may not enter into tempta-
tion.” Just a few hours later

Peter denied his Master and
then wept bitterly. Jesus fore-
saw the results of Peter’s lack
of alertness mentally and spir-
itually. Also, here in his own
climactic test Jesus stresses for
us the important part prayer
plays in keeping watehful and
wakeful. When a person prays
earnestly to Jehovah he awak-
ens his mind, examines him-
self and asks correction and
protection through Jehovah
and his organization. So, as
Paul incited the Colossians,
let us “be persevering in
prayer, remaining awake in it
with thanksgiving.” W 3/1 13

Friday, October 3
For everything there is an ap-
pointed time, even a time for
every affair under the heav-
ens: I have seen the occupa-
tion that God has given to the
sons of mankind in which to
be occupied. Everything he has
made well-arranged in its time.
—Eccl. 3: 1, 10, 11

Jehovah appointed a certain
year for the seven times of
the nations to end; and so
in the year 1914 his appointed
time came for him to put his
kingdom into operation in the
hands of his amointed King.
Later, at his appointed time,
in the spring of the year 1918,
he came to his spiritual tem-
ple accompanied by his mes-
senger Christ, for the work of
judgment. After that the con-
gregating of his sheep of the
little flock and then of the
great crowd fell due according
to God's timing of events. Hix
time for the sheep to do a cer-
tain final work then fell due,
namely, to announce his es-
tublished kingdom world-wide
and to sound a warning con-
cerning the end of this old
world to all humanity. In his
prophecy on the end of the
world Christ gives us orders to
make this Kingdom announce-
ment. W 11/15 9a



Saturday, October 4

Not by might, nor by power,
but by my sp’irit, sagtheho:
vah of hosts.—Zech. 4: 6, AS.

Jesus applied Isaiah 61: 1, 2
to himself. It also applies to
all his true followers, for as
he preached so must they. And
that they do have God’s holy
spirit is therefore also seen by
the fact that every one of them
does preaech. Yes, God’s holy
spirit upon his people is caus-
ing a world-wide educational
campaiin to be carried on. And
although opposed by Satan and
his demons, by organiged re-
ligion, big business and cor-
rupt polities, and especially by
totalitarian governments, still
their New World society keeps
expm.xdinii They never com-
promise. Rather than let their
preaching platforms and reli-
gious publications also serve
Communist propaganda they
go underground to preach.
They take God’s Word literal-
ly and seriously, living by it
regardless of what it requires
of them. In view of their being
surrounded by such a hostile
world, there can be only one
explanation for their prosper-
ity, their zeal, their oneness,
their purity of worship—that
given above by God’s prophet,
W 7/15 15, 16a

Sunday, October 5

If I give all my belongings to

feed others, . . . but do not

have love, I am not profited at
all.—1 Cor. 13: 8.

If we are willing to share
material things for the sake of
the good news, it is unthink-
able that we could neglect
sharing the good news itself!
Still many are the people who
think that all God requires is
that we be kind and do good
in a physical way. But in ac-
tuality the sharing of the good
news of God’s kingdom with

others is that by which we
save both ourselves and those
who listen to us. There is
something defective and incom-
plete about the love of those
who are willing to share physi-
cal things but not spiritual,
for they are_not truly follow-
ing Christ. If we really love
God and our neighbor, them
we will do everything, includ-
ing the sharing of material
things with others, for the sake
of advancing the good news
and so join in with the apostle
in affirming: “I do all things
for the sake of the good news,
that I may become a sharer
of it with others.”—1 Cor. 9:
23. W 1/15 31a

Monday, October 6

Let each one of you individual-
ly so love his wife as he does
himself ; on the other hand, the
wife should have deep respect
for her husband.—Hph. 5. 33.

Love will make a wife dis-
creet and modest, which will
build ug her husband. (Prov.
12: 4) In fact, love will cause
both husband and wife to build
each other up, Among the
ways they can do this is being
patient and forgiving with
each other’s weaknesses, hid-
ing them from outsiders, for do
we not read that love covers a
multitude of sins? Love will
also help them to appreciate
that God created Eve to be “as
a complement of” Adam. (Gen,
2:18) The loving husband
will therefore not expect his
wife to always reason on prob-
lems as clearly as he would
like, nor will the loving wife
expect of her husband the same
degree of sensitive feeling that
she may be capable of. At the
same time love will enable
each to see in the other’s
strong points opportunities for
self-improvement. What op-
portunities husbands and wives
have to build up each other!
W 3/15 15, 17



Tuesday, October 7

I le{t you sn Orete, that you

might correct the things that

were defective and might make

appointments of older men.
—Titus 1:5.

One of the first things to be
considered in the selection of
a servant is the matter of ma-
turity ; only an older man may
be an overseer. “Older man”
does not mean merely a per-
gon older in a physical sense.
Age does not necessarily make
a man mature in spiritual
matters, although years of ex-
perience are definitely an as-
set. Maturity that qualifies
one for special privileges of
service includes both knowl-
edge and experience. An over-
seer should have a good knowl-
edge of the history of the or-
ganization, sound understand-
ing of doctrinal matters and
thorough appreciation of or-
ganization instructions. While
very busy looking after the
congregation, he should always
be diligent 1n his study, not
only for his own benefit, but
also as an example in this to
his  brothers. his, coupled
with much experience in work-
ing with the organization, is
needed if the overseer is to
handle his assignment proper-
ly. W 6/15 10

Wednesday, October 8

With that [Peter] command-

ed [Cornelius and his relatives

and intimaie friends] to be

baptized in the name of Jesus

Christ. Then they requested

him to remain for some days.
—Acts 10: 48.

‘What the centurion Corne-
lius did after that, whether he
resigned from military service
or not, the book of Acts does
not state. Unquestionably, un-
der the operation of God’s
holy spirit Cornelius applied
to his personal affairs and re-
lationships the principles of
Christianity that he had dis-
cussed with Peter ‘“for some

days” after that. Cornelius
was not a circumcised Jew,
and, as a Roman centurion, he
was not fighting theocratic
warfare as did Joshua and
David many centuries before
that. Had Peter told Corne-
lius to resign, Peter might
have been accused of obstruct-
ing the military program of
the sixth head of the wild
beast, and might have been
executed for that action in-
stead of for preaching God’s
message without compromise
or letup. So today, in regard
to such questions, each one
must decide for himself what
to do; another cannot presume
g()) dictate to him, W 12/15 28-

Thursday, October 9

Keep looking, keep awake . . .
what I say to you I say to all,
Keep on the wagch.—Mark

: 33, 37.

In view of all the momen-
tous events since the Master’s
arriving, who is it that is now
really staying awake? Is one
actually awake who attends an
occasional meeting, even when
he merely puts in an appear-
ance, drowsily sitting through
the hour and never contribut-
ing to the comments? It sug-
gests Proverbs 19:24: “The
lazy one has hidden his hand
in the banquet bowl; he can-
not bring it back even to his
own mouth.” Oneé who never
opens his mouth in congrega-
tion meetings is not holding
fast the public declaration of
his hope and is not ineciting
his brothers to love and right
works, even though not for-
saking the gathermg entirely.
(Heb. 10:24, 25) To stay
awake spiritually one must
take full advantage of the
weekly Watchtower study and
attend the other meetings reg-
ularly. More than that, a wide-
awake witness is an indus-
trious person, always to be
found at the service center
and taking the lead in the
ministry. 3/1 10



Friday, October 10
Seek ye Jehovah, all ye meek
of the earth, that have kept
his ordinances,; seek rightcous-
ness, seek meekness: it may
be ye will be hid in the day of

Jehovah's anger.—Zeph.

?

God’s Son is now present in
the heavenly kingdom as royal
Judge and Executioner. With-
in this generation of mankind
he will, as the greatest Cham-
pion of the pure worship of
the living ang true God, ren-
der his decision and will exe-
cute judgment against all
wrong forms of worship. All
false worshipers will be exe-
cuted and will thus pay for
taking no note of the_lifesav-
ing witness and warning that
we have persistently given in
fulfillment of Matthew 24: 14.
The Kingdom is not of this
old world, but is of the new
world that God will create.
The old world will end and
with it will be its billions of
false worshipers. But the
Kingdom preachers will be
preserved through the end of
this old world. The Judge and
IBxecutioner whom God has
appointed will not execute
these faithful preachers but
will protect them and spare
them alive into God's new
world. W 4/15 39, 40

Saturday, October 11

Jehovah himself turned back
the captive condition of Job
when he prayed in behalf o
his companions, and Jehovah
began to give in addition all
that had been Job’s, in double
amount,—Job 42: 10.

After God delivered Job
from Satan’s hand and healed
him Job’s brothers and sis-
ters and former acquaintances
came and ate and drank and
associated with him as former-
ly, and gave him presents. His
wife presented him again with
seven sons and three daugh-
ters. the most beautiful girls
in all the land, and they were

given a hereditary share with
their seven brothers. Job’s life
was miraculously extended for
140 years more, and he saw
the fourth generat]on of his
descendants. Finally he died
in his integrity, as an exam-
ple of how tenderly affection-
ate and compassionate Jeho-
vah is with those who keep in-
tegrity toward him; and how
happy in God his servants
come to be for enduring all
forms of Satan’s hostility to
vmdlcate him. Truly the book
of Job was recorded for our
instruction and so that we
might have comfort and hope.
W 10/1 42

Sunday, October 12

For the weapons of our war-
fare are not fleshly, but power-
ful by God for overturning
strongly entrenched things.
—2 Cor. 10: }

For overturning strongly en-
trenched things we must in-
crease not only the quantity of
our service but also its quality.
If we stop going forward we
shall begin to slide backward;
and if we do not continue to
learn we shall cease to know.
Sound knowledge is possible
only by continual study. All
of us have the obligation to
speak clearly, and to do that
we must know what we are
talking about. We must un-
derstand not only the truth
but also the views of the peo-
ple in our terrltory, for only
then can we cearly answer
their objections. should
continually examine our pres-
entation, listening to what
people say in reply to it and
striving to be understood by
them. And when we encounter
a situation that we cannot
cope with we ecan give it
further thought later, work-
ing out the answer to it, so
we shall know what to say
when it comes up again. Thus
our weapons will be powerful
for overturning strongly en-
trenched things. W 5/15 8, 4a



Monday, October 13

Continue reminding them to
be . . . ready for every good
work, to speak injuriously of
no one~Titus 3:1, 2,

Being ready for every good
work certainly includes con-
ducting ourselves outside the
organization in such a way
that we would not bring re-
proach on our Father’s and
our mother’s good names. As
parents are known by their
children, to bring reproach on
the visible New World society
is to bring reproach on our
heavenly parents. Likewise, to
speak injuriously of our broth-
er puts our mother in a bad
light, because our brother is
a part of God's New World
society, and if we speak of
him injuriously it is the same
ag speaking against Christ.
Will exposing our brother’s
wrongdoing to others add to
the respect due our mother?
If you think one of mother’s
children needs a spanking, do
not try to do it behind his
back with your tongue. Take it
in the right way to our Fa-
ther through his organization
and let Him administer what
correction may be necessary.
That is the way we show re-
spect for Jehovah’s organiza-
tion. W 5/1 2, 3a

Tuesday, October 14

This is not the wisdom that

comes down from above, but is

the earthly, animal, demonic.
—Jas. §:

The wisdom of this world
has brought it to its woeful
state. 1t is from below, from
beneath, from fallen, selfish
men, who lean upon their own
understanding. Insofar as it
comes from the unseen realm,
it comes from wicked demons
and so is demonic. The wisdom
of this world does not know
that the god of this world is
Satan, the dgreat adversary of
Jehovah and man. Nothing else
can account for it that the

race of mankind has reached
such a degraded, loveless, self-
seeking condition, unable to
live with itself and unable to
keep peace and harmony among
the members of its own family,
but going in the way that
leads to its own suicide in
atomic warfare over political,
religious, racial and economic
differences. Far differently, the
wisdom that leads to endless
life in the happy and free
world comes down from above.
Insofar as it comes from out-
side of man, it comes from Je-
hovah, the great Giver of life,
Seace and happiness. W 11/1

Wednesday, October 15

And those riches have perished
because of ¢ calamitous occu-
pation, and he has Dbecome
father to a son when there is
nothing at all in his hand.
—Heel. 5:14.

A materially-minded father
may work hard to lay up an
inheritance for his son. Along
comes a bank failure or some
other disaster and the father
loses all and has nothing to

ass on down to his son.
Would not an earthly-minded
man view it as a calamity?
Ilow fleeting and uncertain
earthly riches are, and how
suddenly they can be lost or
even be spiritually harmful to
their owner! Far better and
wiser is it, then, to seek to
hand on to our children spirit-
ual riches, which are perma-
nent: a good name, a faithful
example of godliness as a par-
ent, a good disciplinary bring-
ing up to manhood or woman-
hood, a2 home education in the
truth of God and a theocratic
training in how to serve that
truth out to others as a minis-
ter of God. A material calam-
ity cannot rob us of these
spiritual values and, though
we die, we do not leave be-
hind children that do not have
an inheritance of real rich-
ness. W 11/15 15



Thursday, October 16

Keep watching the ministry
which you accepted in the
Lord, that you fulfill it.
—Col. 4:17.

How bountifully Jehovah
has prospered the united rem-
nant, which he entrusted with
the Master’s belongings! Has
it not been because they ac-
cepted this assignment with
joy and stuck to it? Today
they are surrounded by a great
crowd, the fruits to show for
their, manfully bearing this
seemingly staggering load of
responsibility. Happily the
burden of preaching the good
news in all the world now
rests upon many shoulders.
Many brothers and sisters co-
operate together in the work.
These God has caused to be
well-organized, each having his
assigned place and his obliga-
tion to participate fuily in
the great feeding work. No
time now is it, therefore, for
any to be slackers or idlers.
Wateh the faithful and dis-
creet slave for directions and
receive with willingness and
zeal the assignments given.
Wateh well the Kingdom in-
terests committed into your
hands and do not try to spare
yourself, but increase more
and more. W 3/1 4, 5a

Friday, October 17

Work with your hands, just

as we ordered you, so that you

may be walking decently as re-

gards people outside and not

be needing anything.—l Thess.
4211, 12.

. The Shulammite was a re-
liable worker, keeping guard
over the family vineyards. The
espoused remnant is likewise
charged with abiding in the
Vine, Christ, and serving as
branches to bring forth much
fruit to the glory of the great
Cultivator, Jehovah God. This
is for their safety. (John 15:
1-8) The Shulammite had a
good report from those outside
the family. The courtly daugh-

ters of Jerusalem called her
the most beautiful one amon
women. Iven Solomon sai
she was beautiful, ‘like Pleas-
ant City, comely like Jerusa-
lem, awesome as companies
gathered around banners.” The
women of the city, the queens
and the concubines, remarked
that she looked “like the dawn,
beautiful like the full moon,
%ure like the glowing sun.”

o less must the esqoused
remnant have a favorable tes-
timony from people oun the out-
gide, thus bringing no cause
for finding fault with the
truth but, rather, commending
it by their lives. W 12/1 26

Saturday, October 18

We have this treasure in
earthen vessels, that the power
beyond what is normal may
be God’s and not that out of

ourselves—2 Cor, 4: 7.

Place the highest value on
every opportunity of theocrat-
ic service that comes your
way. God expects us to do
something with the treasure he
has entrusted to us. Under our
King each of us has been given
a responsibility. We have a
close and intimate relationship
with Christ and God as stew-
ards of Jehovah’s goods. We
are expected to increase what
is committed to us. As we do,
more privileges and respon-
sibilities are added, and they
are gladly accepted. The New
‘World society is growing very
quickly now. From every land
and every class of people
thousands of new praisers
come forth each month. They
need someone more mature
than they are to aid them.
What are we doing about it?
Are we equipped to give them
spiritual advice and comfort?

0 we minister to them, pat-
ting our own desires aside?
Do we give full support to
the New World society, set-
ting a fine example for our
new brothers and sisters? W
4/1 20, 21a



Sunday, October 19

So, having sustenance and
covering, we shall be content
with these éhirgtgs.—l Tim.

Maybe by just staying away
from one meeting we can earn
many more dollars and pay
part of the mortgage, buy some
new furniture or_make a pay-
ment on a car. But which Is
worth more, the taking in of
knowledge at the meetings and
associating with our brothers
or the earning of those extra
dollars at the expense of be-
coming more tired, so that after
those extra hours we cannot
do any other kind of work in
the service of Jehovah? May-
be you are getting the things
you want materially; but
pause and ask yourself: Am I
getting happiness? Am I en-
joying the things that I am
getting, or am I losing the
bigger things of life? Am I los-
i& mg family or even life it-
self? Am I losing God and his
beloved Son? Am I losing the
new world just to have a big-
%ﬁr car or bigger home? Are

ere things in our life that
are pulling us away from true
Christianity, genuine worship
of Jehovah and the giving to
him of our exclusive devotion?
W 1/124

Monday, October 20

For the time that has passed
by is sufficient for you to have
worled out the will of the na-
tions when you proceeded in
deeds of loose conduct . . . Be-
cause you do not continue run-
ning with them in this course
« « . they are puzzled and go
on speaking abusively of you.
—1 Pet. }: 38, 4.
. If the possessor desires it, it
is not impossible to soften a
hard heart. Jehovah spoke of
replacing a heart of stone with
one of flesh. And certainly ma-
terialism, worrying and pleas-
ure-seeking can be weeded
from the soil of the heart to

make room for Kingdom truth.
Hearts that now have God’'s
law on them were previously
defaced by wrong writing.
They changed and now live,
“no more for the desires of
men, but for God’s will.” They
decided that they had wasted
enough time in loose living
and changed, to the puzzle-
ment of former friends. Their
hearts were cleansed by re-
peated applications of waters
of truth, and in time God's
law became rooted there like
geed in good soil, to produce
spiritual fruitage instead of
the former fleshly works., W
2/1 15a

Tuesday, October 21
Keep [your] eyes, not on the
things seen, but on the things

unseen.—2 Cor, 4

The material things of the
world can have an overpower-
ing attraction and choke out
love for God's Word only if
we permit them to, only if we
allow our minds to dwell upon
them. Rather than let this
happen, allow your mind to
dwell upon God's righteous
new world. Cultivate a strong
desire for it. Picture yourself
walking in the midst of its
paradisaic beauty. TFeel its
peace and tranquillity, Feel
the joy of being among the Ar-
mageddon survivors and being
able to look at the ruins of
the old world instead of being
a part of them. Because you
resisted old-world degires you
are alive and able to see
among those old-world ruins
the bones of those who did not
resist. By thus mentally trans-
porting yourself into the new
world from time to time and
taking a retrospective view of
the old world, you will build
a stronger determination to
hold fast and to resist wrong
desires. Measure each desire
by whether it will help or de-
ter you from surviving into
that righteous new world. W
7/1 21a



Wednesday, October 22

In hearsay I have heard about
you, but now my own eye does
see youw. That 18 why I make
a retraction and I do repent in
dust and ashes.—Job 42:5, 6.

The wisdom and power of
God manifested in his creation
should make us think hard be-
fore we let the outward ap-
pearance of our circumstances
lead us to think that he is un-
just and unloving. And even
as he answered Job, so in these
times God has answered the
remnant out of the windstorm,
that is, out of the great tribu-
intion he brings upon Satan’s
organization in this time of
the end of Satan’s world. It
has been cut short by allowing
Satan a short period of time
to operate at the earth for the
testing of the remnant, while
they and their good-will asso-
ciates are preaching the good
news of God’s kingdom. Dur-
ing this period God has an-
swered the Joblike remnant.
They have had many Bible
doctrines cleared up. They have
been made acquainted with the
challenge Satan made of their
integrity, and also with the
paramount issue of Jehovah’s
universal sovereignty. So we
lhave become his witnesses as
never before. W 10/1 39, 40

Thursday, October 23

Princes will rule with justice;
and each of them will be like
a hiding-place from the wind,
and a shelter from the storm,
like streams of water in @ dry
place, like the shade of a great
rock in a wearisome land.
—Isa. 32:1, 2, AT.
Truly weighty responsibili-
ties fall upon brothers who are
overseers in the congregation.
Besides their obligations to
Jehovah and Christ, to sound
doctrine and to the preaching
of the good news, they owe
loving care and atiention to all
the brothers in the congrega-

tion, particularly the newly
found sheep. These hard-work-
ing servants often sacrifice
their own personal comforts to
bear the weaknesses of those
not strong. They thus win the
appreciation of Jehovah and
certainly the gratitude of their
considerate brothers, who love
them for their work’s sake.
Isaiah’s propheclz fixes the re-
sponsibility of these servants.

ow brothers may turn to the
servants for such desired pro-
tection and refreshment. God
promises that his great King
and his princes will each be
such a source of comfort and
protection in this time of dire
need. W 8/1 10, 11a

Friday, October 24

Sing to Jehovah a new song,
his praise in the congregation
of men of loving-kindness. Let
Israel rejoice in its grand Mak-
er, the sons of Zion—Ilet them
be joyful in their King.—Ps.
149:1, 2,

Unlike Xsrael of old, we
dwell scattered around the
earth in the midst of worldly
peoples whose ungodly prac-
tices and nationalistic pride
we must resist. Yet Jehovah
has separated his people from
this world by his truth, which
has made them free, and by his
organizing of them that they
may all act together in doing
his one will for them. In this
his day he has brought forth
his spiritual Israel, a nation
not ca%tive to any worldly na-
tion. He has given them a
theocratic spiritual position
before him, occupied by no oth-
er on earth, so that he has, as
it were, caused a land to be
born for their residence. There
he has brought the spiritual
children of his woman Zion,
and there he has gathered to
them hundreds of thousands of
temporary residents of good
will. Surely all this is cause
for rejoicing and for praising
Jehovah! W 10/15 42



Saturday, October 25

I'or each one will carry his

own load of res. ogszbzmy

—Gal. 6

If God’s written Word had
directly told dedicated Chris-
tians just what they should do
when faced with the call to
military service for the sixth
and seventh heads of the wild
beast, the Bible would, without
doubt have been forbidden or
proscrlbed in every land under
the control of the wild beast,
particularly for its instruc.
tions on the military question.
So in God’s wisdom his in-
spired Word refrains from giy-
ing direct advice. It merely
states the theocratic prinei-
ples that should govern Chris-
tians and then leaves it to the
dedicated Christians to apply
those principles consistentl
their personal case, on t elr
own responsibility, so as to
maintain integrity toward God.
Apart from explaining what
the true Scrlptural Christian
principles in God’s Word are,
no individual Christian or body
of Christians has the divine
commission or the responsibili-
ty to instruet another Chris-
fian directly what to do in
this matter. W 12/15 29, 30

Sunday, October 26

My Father has kept working
until now, and I kee{) working.
—John §

Let us remember that work
is a gift from God, that is,
work in his service. God put
the upright man in the gar-
den of Iiden to work. God did
not purpose that man’s work
should be wasted and be ter-
minated calamitously by death
after man had been driven out
of his proper place of work.
God purposed that man should
be happy in his work, should
see and enjoy the results of
his work and should pass the
benefits of his work on to his
children. If the perfect man

kept working obediently at
what his Creator assigned him
to do_he would be worshiping
God. Worshiping God_is never
in vain or calamitous. It means
everlasting life under the uni-
versal sovereignty of God. Let
us remember that the Hebrew
word sometimes rendered as
“worship” really means ‘“serv-
ice.” If we are working in
God’s seryice we are worship-
ing him. Favored we are if we
appreciate that God has a
worthwhile work for us to do,
and if we find out what it is
and then become laborers to-
gether with God in it. It is no
vain gift. W 11/15 2, 3a

Monday, October 27

Onesiphorus . . . often brought
me refreshment "and he did not
become ashamed of my chains.
On the contrary, when he hap-
pened to be in Rome, he dili-
gently hunted for me and
found me—2 T'im. 1: 16, 17.

If we wish to share things
with others, we must make the
effort. This effort should be
unembarrassing and easy to
accept. Thus, if you invite a
fellow hard worker to dinner,
instead of asking, “Would you
like to have dinner with us?”’
say, ‘“Come and have dinner
with us.” If you mean it, say
it posmvely RRemember Lydn
She ‘just made Paul come.
And to make the effort at
times requires going out of our
way. Onesiphorus went out of
his way to visit Paul in prison
and to bring him refreshments.
In a big ecity like Rome it
took diligent hunting to find
Paul. But Onesiphorus made
the effort. And he brought Paul
refreshments, not once or twice
but often. So deeply did this
hospitality stir the hecart of
Paul that he had to exclaim:
“May the Lord grant him to
find mercy from Jehovah in
that day.” Let us be like One-
siphorus. W 1/15 19, 20a



Tuesday, October 28
As a right kind of soldier of
Ohrist Jesus take your part in
suffering evil.—2 Tim. 2: 3.
There are times when the
world calls on us for special
service of some kind that is
contrary to Bible principles by
which our conscience has been
trained, or that would involve
us in lucrative extra activity
to such an extent that we
would be unable to give proper
attention to our ministry. Here
we must reason_on the prin-
ciples of God’s Word. Should
we fear what might happen to
us if we refuse? Will we lose
our ‘?resent means of liveli-
hood? Will we be persecuted?
It is a battle of prineciple ver-
sus = passion. nowing the
Christian principle concernin
our relationship to the worldg,
Paul wrote the words cited
above, and further stated that
“no man serving as a soldier
involves himself in the com-
mercial businesses of life.” We
are ambassadors substituting
for Christ. We have our work
divinely assigned, With these
rinciples firmly in mind, each
hristian follows his con-
science, even if his family and
worldly neighbors do not un-
(}grstand his position. W 9/1
a

Wednesday, October 29

You younger men, be in sub-
jection to the older men. But
all of you gird yourselves with
humility of mind toward one
another, because God opposes
the haughty ones, but he gives
undeserved kindness to the
humble ones. Humble yourself,
therefore, under the mighty
hand of God.—1 Pet. 5:5, 6.

Should you be among those
lacking in ability to give ef-
fective sermons at the doorstep
or on return visits, love for
God and for men of good will
and for your brother will make
you ready to accept his offered

help, thus building you up. On-
ly pride would cause you to re-
ject that help and this is no
time for pride, for the eternal
destiny of men of good will is
at stake and what that des-
tiny will be in certain cases
may depend upon how effec-
tively we “preach the word.”
If it takes humility to aceept
help offered, remember it also
takes humility to extend help.
So let love for Jehovah, for the
stranger and for one another
make each minister in the New
World society ready either to
extend help to others or to ac-
cept offers of help, all gladly
submitting to one another. W
3/15 8a

Thursday, October 30

Pursue love, yet keep striving

after the spiritual gifts, but

preferably that you may proph-
esy.—1 Qor. 14: 1.

For all dedicated servants
now, greater and wider oppor-
tunitics of service are opening
out in broader fields. Look for
these opportunities and then
make way in your life for them.
Go forward! It may mean
some grand opportunity: pio-
neering, attending Gilead, even
serving at the Society’s branch
headquarters! And each one
who qualifies is privileged al-
so to continue his personal
field ministry in the local con-
gregation in an expanded way.
To want to be used by Jeho-
vah in positions of greater re-
sponsibility is right. It will
have Jehovah's blessing. It is
not that you aspire to be
prominent and in the limelight,
but rather that you strive to
attain the maturity necessary,
because responsibility always
accompanies a position of
supervision. Keep diligently
studying and training yourself
in the ministry so that you
are well qualified for it. At
the proper time you will be
assigned tasks not above your
ability to perform. W 3/1 6, 8a



Friday, October 31

Wisdom is the prime thing.
Acquire wisdom, and with all
that yow acquire, acquire un-
derstanding.—Prov. }: 7,
In addition to knowledge
and wisdom, understanding 1s
an indispensable need. That is
to say, God’s understanding
is our need. We cannot pit
our own understanding of
things, events and arrange-
ments against him, “Trust in
Jehovah with all your heart
and do not lean upon your
own understanding.” (Prov.
3:5) To do that we have to
know him by having a knowl-

Knowing Job’s Happiness

edge of what he has said and
done. We find this in the Bible.
Without a knowledge of him
we cannot enjoy the benefits of
true understanding. Under-
standing means one’s ability to
see something in its connected
parts, to separate the parts of
a thing and to see and know
the reason why the{ belong to-
gether, and to see all this in its
connection with God. It means
discernment, always with God
in mind. So, then, it is more
than wisdom, which is the
ability and inclination to use
one’s knowledge to carry out
one’s purpose to the best effect.
W 11/119

for Endurance.—Jas. 5:11.

Saturday, November 1

Whatever you are doing, work
at it whole-souled as to Jeho-
vah.—0Col. 3:23.

On meeting the necessary
qualifications, he who has a
proper view of his ministry es-
teems an appointment as an
overseer or a servant as a
great treasure, one that cannot
be bought with all the money
in the world. He realizes that
a servant appointment is a
token of Jehoval’s favor for
faithful service. Rightfully he
values his appointment more
than any position he might
have or could possibly attain
in the old_world, which is
doomed, while the New World
society is here to stay. By
faithfully fulfilling his assign-
ment he knows it will be his
good pleasure to declare Jeho-
vah’s excellencies between now
and Armageddon and to serve
and assist his brothers through
that battle right on into the
new world, where for a thou-
sand years he will be further
privileged to share in the de-
velopment of God’s new world.
Having this crystal-clear view,
no wonder an appointed serv-
ant serves his brothers so well
and fulfills his assignment
“whole-souled as to Jehovah.”
W 2/15 Ta

Sunday, November 2
My undeserved kindness is suf-
ficient for you; for my power
18 being made perfect in weak-

ness.—2 Cor. 12: 9.

Let youth follow the course
of Timothy, learning the faith
through their dedicated par-
ents, for the time to begin the
ministry is when you are
young, or as soon as you hear
the truth. Remember the Cre-
ator in the days of your youth,
and as you grow in knowledge,
faith and privileges of service,
let nothing stumble you. Every-
one can be of use, even the
children or the feeble ones. A
young or Iimmature person
might allow illness to hold him
back from the ministry, but
not so with Timothy. He de-
terminedly pushed on in the
face of frequent cases of sick-
ness. He had other Christian
ministers, such as Paul, as fine
examples of serving in spite
of illness and pain. 8o let us
be of mature mind and serve
in spite of any illness or pain.
Be patient with yourself, re-
membering that you are not
perfect. Look to Jehovah, do
your best and you will succeed
in guarding your Christian
trust through any stormy pe-
riods of illness. W 4/1 20, 21




Monday, November 3

You say: “If we had been in
the days of our forefathers, we
would not have been sharers
with them in the blood of the
grop}wts ? Therefore you are
earing wilness against your-
selves . . . fill up the measure
of your forefathers.—Matt.
23: 30

As with Israel, the backslid-
ing masses persecute the mod-
ern minority of true witnesses
of Jehovah. Of course, the or-
thodox religions call us false
witnesses, refuse to recognize
us, while recognizing as true
ones the ancient prophets that
were persecuted. It has always
been this way with apostate
ones who claim to be still serv-
ing Jehovah. They persecute
the contemporary ones that
expose their backsliding; they
cheer the ancient ones that ex-
posed the backsliders other
than themselves. Those who
lived in Jeremiah’s time re-
jected him but recognized Mo-
sey, Those who rejected and
killed Jesus recognized as
prophets only the faithful ones
living before their time. As
did the Pharisees, Chnstendom
gives lip service to the pro
ets of old, yet persecutes g’e-
hovah’s witnesses today.
6/1 20a

Tuesday, November 4

For what benefit will it be to
a man if he gains the whole
world but forfeits his soul?
—Matt. 16 : 26,

We see our brothers willing
to_endure all kinds of hard-
ship, like those in Russia who
have gone into Siberian labor
camps. They do not turn back;
they do not seek the things of
this world in place of the spir-
itual blessin S that they re-
ceive from God. They know
that life does not result from
the things that they possess in
the way of this worqu mate-
rial things. They hold fast
to their integrity. Remaining

true and loyal to God, they
go through the suﬁermg that
comes because of their main-
taining integrity. They ful-
ly appreciate that life comes
through the undeserved kind-
ness of God and the provisions
he now makes for them to keep
on taking in knowledge of
him, and their continuing to
preach the Kingdom good news.
They are not interested in
saving their lives so that
they might have the pleasures
and comforts of this old
world. They fully appreciate
the foregoing words of Jesus.
Do you? W 1/1 21, 22

Wednesday, November §

Run with endurance the racc
that is set before us, as we
look intently at the leader and
perfecter of our faith, Jesus.
—Heb. 12: 1, 2.

To mature we must receive
the full benefit of the feast
that Jehovah has provided. We
do this through private study
of the Scriptures, through lis-
tening to the preachm% of the
Word,  through actually par-
tlclpatmg in all congregational
meetings and by being anxious
to benefit from whatever in-
formation comes through the
food-dispensing channel that
Jehovah has provided. Study
leads to service, service to de-
sire of more knowledge; and
one’s growing knowledge, if
used properly, leads to an even
greater activity 1n preaching.
Through thus flling their
minds with the truth of God's
Word and faithfully using that
knowledge in Jehovah’s serv-
ice, even the newest publishers
can make rapid progress to-
ward becoming strong, full-
grown men, able to meet prob-
lems, to stand firm against op-
posers and to bolster up still
newer ones. Sound knowledge
usced in service will enable us
to heed the admonition of the
apostle Paul stated above. W
5/1513,11



Thursday, November 6

You have heard of the endur-
ance of Job end have seen the
outcome Jehovah gave, that
Jehovah is very tender in af-
fection and compassionate.
—Jas. 5:

If we want Jehovah to be
tender in affection toward us
we likewise must endure; we
have to suffer evil, and through
it all exercise the patience of
Jehovah’s prophets. They suf-
fered evil unjustly, and there
is where their test of endur-
ance came in. They suffered
because they had faith in God
and worshiped him without
letup and bore witness to him.
Their sufferings did not there-
fore come upon them from
God’s_hand, but God let the
sufferings come upon them un-
justly, to test them and to
see whether their suffering un-
deservedly would cause them
to turn away from his worship
and service, renouncing him
to his face. Enduring to the
end of the test of their faith-
fulness, they vindicated Jeho-
vah as God and universal Sov-
ereign and he rewarded them
with a happy outcome. En-
couraging us to endure with a
happy outeome is Job’s case.
W10/17

Friday, November 7

Become imitators of me, even
as I am oflti‘hrlzst.—l Cor.

If you are a ministerial serv-
ant, one of the appointed serv-
ants to assist the congrega-
tional overseer, look well to
your assignment. Shoulder the
responsibility given you by the
theocratic organization, not
under compulsion, but willing-
ly. Put your heart into your
work because you delight to
advance pure worship. And to
you various overseers, let it
also be said, Give all diligence
to live up to the high stand-
ards set out for you in the
Bible. Always go to it for

counsel. Hold fast to_the theo-
cratic organization. Listen to
its counsel, and right there in
the instructions it issues con-
stantly be on the alert to find
ways to improve your service
as overseers. Let your course
be that of the apostle Paul,
who could say the foregoing
words to his brothers. Much
has been entrusted to your
care. Much will be required of
you. But even now you may
enter into the joy of your Mas-
ter by faithful performance of
your assignment, so setting an
iéample for all others. W 6/15
a

Saturday, November 8

May he kiss me with the kisses
of his mouth, for your expres-
stons of endearment are better
than wine—Cant. 1: 2.
Either King Solomon him-
self saw the Shulammite or
she was recommended to him
by his servants. Solomon then
took her and brought her in-
to his stately camp. There,
amid the eye-filling dignity
and splendor of the royul eamp
that could overawe a modest
country girl, glorious King
Solomon expressed his admira-
tion for her and proposed that
she come with him back to
Jerusalem and become one of
his wives. Unimpressed by the
royal richness all about her
she feels no attraction toward
the king, but expresses her
longing for her lover in the
words quoted above. But Solo-
mon was unwilling to let her
go. He began expressing his
admiration for her and to
make promises of how he
would adorn her in the city
palace. But the Shulammite
resists Solomon’s advances and
lets him know that the only
love she can feel is for another.
How well she pictures the
faithful remnant upon earth
at the present time, who re-
ject the inducements of mate-
rialism! W 12,1 18, 20



Sunday, November 9

The fruitage of the spirit 18
love, joy, peace, longsuffering,
kindness, goodness, {aith mild-
ness, se;f-contro —Glal.
: 22, 28,

Proof that the New World
society has God's holy spirit
is seen by the fact that it
keeps separate from the old
world’s corrupt politics, greedy
commeree, selfish materialism
and hypocritical religions that
are contaminated by pagan be-
liefs and practices and are
based on tradition rather than
on God’s Word. They are keep-
ing themselves “without spot
from the world.” And particu-
larly do those belonging to the
New World society show that
they have the holy spirit by
bringing forth the fruitage of
the spirit. They have made
their minds over, have put on
new personalities and are
bringing forth these fruits of
the spirit. The reports ap-
pearing in the public press on
their conventions, telling of
their happiness, their zeal,
their orderliness, their love for
one another, and the joy they
get out of their religion, all

ive proof that those of the

ew World society do indeed
have God’s holy spirit. W
7/15 13, 14a

Monday, November 10

In everything you are being en-
riched for every kind of gener-
08ity, which produces through
us an expression of thanks to
God.—2 COor. 9: 11.

Really, hospitality extended
for the sake of the good news
produces rich blessings. For
there is kindled a spirit of
gratitude not only to man but,
above all, to God. The more
grateful we are to God the
more our heart widens out,
the richer we grow in spiritual
discernment, Hospitality, both
given and received, thus deep-
ens our love for God, the One

who put the hospitable spirit
in the heart of our brothers.
By showing kind hospitality
to strangers “we recommend
ourselves as God’s ministers.”
By sharing things with our
brothers we show love and
gratitude and we work for the
advancement of the good news.
For one thing, we gain the
greater ha rpiness of giving.
(Acts 20: 30) We gain a re-
warding inward joy. We en-
rich the love of others for us.
And above all, we enrich the
love of others for God by in-
spiring many expressions of
thanks to Him. Yes, giving en-
riches those who practice it.
W 1/15 30, 32a

Tuesday, November 11

In grassy pastures [Jehovah]
makes me lie down; by well-
watered resting places he con-
ducts me. My soul he refreshes.

~—Ps. 238:2,

The organs of sense must be
soothed so they will not be oc-
cupying the mind with their
messages, thus freeing the
mind to think of other things,
new things, freeing it to probe
within itself. If a room is full
more persons cannot enter. If
the mind is occupied new
thoughts cannot come. We
must make room to receive
new thoughts when we med-
itate. We must open the arms
of the mind to new thoughts,
and do this by clearing our
mind of the everyday thoughts.
by shutting out the daily jum-
ble of complex living. It takes
time and solitude to thus emp-
ty the mind, but if we do this
the mind will graze its way
through the green pastures of
God’s Word and will be soothed
by the restful waters of truth.
Meditation will bring us many
fresh, delectable, spiritual tid-
bits; doing it regularly will
spiritually revive, renew and
replenish us, even as it did
David of old. W 8/1 8a



Wednesday, November 12

Jehovah your God made you
travel these forty years in the
wilderness, in order to humble
you, to put you to the test so
as to know what was in your
heart, as to whether you would
l.eep his commandments or not.
—Deut. 8: 2.

Outward appearances may
he deceiving because of words
spoken for effect or acts per-
formed for show, as in the case
of some hypocritical religion-
ists. But the true heart con-
dition cannot be forever con-
cealed by carefully ealculated
words or acts, because it is out
of the abundance of the heart
that one eventually speaks and
acts. If the heart is wicked it
will impel or motivate its pos-
sessor to do wickedly. Some-
times the innermost thoughts
and feelings are not exposed
until brought into the open by
a trialsome ordeal. Jehovah
tested Israel to lay bare its
heart, as noted above. The
target of these tests is the
heart, to see whether the mo-
tives for serving Jehovah are
pure, to measure the depth of
devotion and love, to reveal
whether the individual’s integ-
rity has a breaking point. “Je-
hovah is the examiner of
Lletérts.”-—Prov. 17:8. W 2/1
9,

Thursday, November 13
“Naked I came out of my
mother’s belly and naked shall
I return there. Jehovah him-
self has given and Jehovah
himself has taken away. Let
the name of Jehovah continue
to be blessed.” In all this Job
did not sin or ascribe unseem-
liness to God.—Job 1:21, 22.

Job’s name means “object of
hostility.” On earth Jesus was
the principal object of Satan’s
hostility. As in Job’s case, Sa-
tan tried to strip Jesus forever
of all the things God had given
him: ownership of the earth
and all its wealth and animals,

and children in the form of
faithful disciples. (Heb. 2: §-
8, 13) Satan found he could
not do it by tempting Jesus
to materialism or to false wor-
ship or to fear of man or
devils. When Jesus yielded
himself over to the crowd led
by Judas the eleven other
apostles fled in fear, leaving
Jesus alone to his bloodthirsty
enemies. For the time that Je-
sus lay dead in a tomb he was
indeed bereft of everything.
But even to his dying moment
on the torture stake Jesus,
like Job, ‘“did not sin or as-
cribe unseemliness to God.”
Therein he left an example for
us to follow. W 10/1 15, 17

Friday, November 14
O Jehovah the Sovereign Lord,
the strength of my salvation,
you have screened over my
head in the day ojf the armed
force—Ps. 140:7.

In a remarkable way the
book of Psalms makes refer-
ence to the whole program of
events from the creation of
heaven and earth down through
our day and on to the deciding
of the supreme issue that arose
because of the entrance of sin
among mankind. The wages of
such sin is death and a re-
turn to the dust. Calling at-
tention to all this, as well as
to God’s everlastingness, is
Moses’ Psalm 90: 1-5. The first
two verses of the very next
psalm speak of this everlasting
One as the Most High, the Al-
mighty One, Jehovah and God.
The Psalms also speak of Je-
bovah God as Sovereign Lord.
Because he is the Sovereign
Lord, the universal Sovereign,
he can protect and preserve
those who stand up for his
universal sovereignty, as seen
at Psalm 140:7. And in no
prejudiced effort to hide God’s
own personal name, 848 times
the book of Psalms calls him
by his name Jehovah and forty-
three times by the abbreviated
form Jah. W 10/15 12, 13



Saturday, November 15

If, on the other hand, none o’{
those things exists of whic
these men accuse me, no man
can hand me over to them as a
favor. I appeal to Caesar!
—Acts 25: 11

Never may we fail in our
obligation and right to preach
the good news as Christ com-
manded. He and his disciples
warned us that the political
and religious powers of this
world would try to take away
our God-given right to preach,
if not also to kill us and si-
lence our voices. As regards
this right Paul did not com-
promise. Religious persons
stirred up opposition to Paul
at Philippi, at Thessalonica,
at Beroea and finally at Jeru-
salem. It was in no sense of
compromise that Paul finally
appealed to Caesar to put a
stop to this interference by
religionists and to establish
legally the right to preach
God’s kingdom. Even the laws
of Caesar did not authorize the
religionists of that time to in-
terfere with preaching God’s
kingdom. Moreover, God’s laws
were all for this preaching. So
Paul fought with all the weap-
ons he had a right to use. The
Society does the same today.
W 12/15 21a

Sunday, November 16
To the older men among you I
give this exhortation, .
[not] as lordmg it over those
who are God's inheritance, but
becoming examples to the flock.

—1 Pet. 5:1, 8

The servant who has a prop-
er view of his appointment is
not one in name only, He is
a servant in word and in deed.
He continues to be a good and
zealous minister, realizing that
?art of his responsibility be-

ore Jehovah and his brothers
is taking the lead in field serv-
ice. So he is not one who en-
courages others to preach and
then fails to show up at the

contact place himself, No, he
practices what he preaches, He
1s there, regularly and on tlme,
with well-planned and worked-
out arrangements for the
group to proceed to the terri-
tory and promptly start minis-
tering without loss of time.
Much depends upon his dili-
gence, enthusiasm and exam-
ple, which cannot be neglected
without its resulting in hurt to
the congregation. He keeps in
mind that sheep are led, not
driven, and in harmony "with
the Society’s counsel and in-
structions he takes an energet-
ic lead in the preaching work.
W 2/15 9a

Monday, November 17

God is @ God, not of disorder,
but of peace—1 Cor. 14:33.

Some have the bad habit of
coming late to the meetings or
of being inattentive during the
sessions. Such persons over-
look the fact that we have a
gucst, yes, more than a guest,
at all our congregation’s spir-
itual feasts. Not just the stran-
ger or newly interested person
who attends, but our Lord Je-
sus Christ. (Matt. 18:20)
Not one of us would deliber-
ately insult either our heaven-
ly Father or His motherly or-
ganization, would he? Then
why should we do it by our
thoughtlessness? Our brothers
work hard and spend many
busy hours preparing the spir-
itual feasts our heavenly Fa
ther provides for us. And they
continue to do it gladly, too.
because by far the majority
of the New World society heed
Paul’s counsel to the Thessa-
lonians: “Now we request you,
brothers, to have regard for
those who are working hard
among you and presiding over
you in the Lord and admonish-
ing you, and to give them more
than extraordinary considera-
tion in love because of their
work.”—1 Thess, 5:12, 13.
W 5/113a



Tuesday, November 18

I do not permit & woman to
teach, or to exercise authority
over & man, but to be in si-
lence. . . . they continue in faith
and love and sanctification
along with soundness of mind.
—1 Tim. 2: 12, 15.
Love and heavenly wisdom
will help Christian women to
appreciate the various privi-
leges they do have to build up
their brothers and to make the
most of these. By thorough ad-
vance preparation sisters will
be able to choose their words
well, making public declara-
tion with confidence, to the
upbuilding of all present. This
includes the theocratic minis-
try school. Additionally, by be-
coming proficient in the field
ministry they can give inter-
esting demonstrations showing
how to present the truth effec-
tively at the doors and how to
overcome objections, and will
also have interesting experi-
ences to relate. In such ways
they can have a vital part in
building up their brothers, even
though not having the privilege
of telling their brothers what
to do. And do not all mature
sisters have the privilege of
training other sisters needing
help? Certainly! W 3/15 9a

Wednesday, November 19
Quit being fashioned after this
system of things, but be trans-
formed by moaking your mind
over, that you may prove to
yourselves the good end ac-
ceptable and complete will of

God.—Rom. 12: 2.

The desires that lead to life
are the right desires and are
the ones we must cultivate.
While we were a part of the
world we shared its cravings
and were moving with it along
the broad road to destruction,
But now that we are no long-
er a part of it but have sepa-
rated from it we must leave
those old desires behind and
cultivate new ones. This calls

for a transforming of the mind,
a complete change of thinking,
which becomes possible by
opening our mind to God’s
counsel and commands as set
down in the Bible. By means
of them we ean transform our
thinking to conform with God’s
thinking instead of with the
world’s. This is an absolute ne-
cessity in order to step off the
broad way and onto the nar-
row way that leads to life.
Therefore the apostle Paul
gives the foregoing advice.
This requires an entirely new
view of life and new moral
standards. W 7/1 1, 2a

Thursday, November 20

It is unthinkable on my part
that I should justify youw men!
Until I expire I shall not take
away my integrity from my-
self!—dJob 27: 5.

In thousands of courts of the
land the remnant have had to
make an open statement of
their manner of life and action
to set forth their innocence
and to_prove their innocence,
their integrity. Particularly
since 1922 they have pro-
claimed that a judgment from
God’s spiritual temple has be-
gun upon the remnant, and
they have tried to keep their
record clean in the divine court
before the Supreme Judge re-
gardless of how the courts of
men might rule toward them.
Before God they have tried
to maintain their integrity,
knowing that his is the judg-
ment that counts and that
must be executed in the end.
It hag been a great battle for
them to hold fast to their
claim that they are Christians
of integrity toward God, to
whom, in the last resort, they
submit their case, Jesus Christ
their Leader was also misrep-
resented and persecuted, as
was also Job, but that never
meant that Jesus was minus
g‘l)tegrity toward God. W 10/1



Friday, November 21

But ¢ physical man does not
receive the things of the spirit
of God, for they are foolish-
ness to him, and he cannot
understand them, because they
are eramined spiritually.
—1 Cor. 2: 14.

The righteous prineiples of
God’s Word are more difficult
for men than is the acceptance
of Bible faects of common
knowledge. Today we find our-
selves in a world where many
people claim to be Christians
and speak highly of the prin-
ciples set forth in the Bible,
but it is a rarity to find peo-
ple outside the New World so-
ciety who try consistently to
live up to the principles and
rules set out by God in his
Word. Because we follow
Christian principles we are
looked upon by the majority of
those in the world as a pecul-
iar people. The world is so far
from Jehovah’s principles that
we are made different from all
the other people of this world.
We are looked upon by the
governments of this world as
an obstinate people, people
that will not fall in line, all
because their rulers do not
understand the principles set
%rth in the Scriptures. W 9/1

Saturday, November 22

Incline your ear and hear the
words of the wise ones, that
you may apply your very heart
to my knowledge.—Prov.
28:1 ’79

In the Proverbs Solomon
has much to say about knowl-
edge and wisdom and under-
standing, connecting them up
with one another. First is
knowledge. It comes from Je-
lLovah. In Eden God planted
among other trees the tree of
the knowledge of good and bad.
¥rom this tree God command-
ed the first man Adam not to
eat if he wanted to avoid dy-
ing. God was well able to give
Adam the knowledge of good

and bad in God's own time
without Adam’s having to dis-
obey God and eat of the for-
bidden tree. In disobeying God
Adam fell away from the fear
of God and so missed out on
knowledge, for “the fear of
Jehovah is the beginning of
knowledge.” God did not make
man ignorant and he does not
want man to fall into igno-
rance, for that does not result
in good. Knowledge should
hold us back from hastening
ignorantly into a certain way
and thus sinning against God.
Knowing of the benefits of
knowledge, let us study God’s
}’goxi% 80 as to gain it. W 11/1

Sunday, November 23
After these things the Master
designated seventy others and

sent them forth by twos.

—Luke 10: 1,

Jesus sent out some of the
early ministers by twos. Ob-
viously it was not done merel
for sociability or to keep ea
other company. They had need
of more experience and each
could help the other. They did
not balk at this arrangement
but were thankful for the pro-
vision so lovmglff made. Every
one of us now likewise needs
and benefits by the counsel of
others. The ecircuit servants
regularly visit the congrega-
tions for the purpose of assist-
ing all to become more capable
ministers, working with them
from house to house, Before
they depart to visit other con-
gregations they make arrange-
ments for members of the con-
gregation to assist one another
in the field service. It is part
of our responsibility toward
others to share in this train-
ing program for the common
good of the New World so-
ciety. What are you doing in
this training program? Would
you permit Paul or Timoth,
to give you helpful eounsel
they were on earth today? W
4/1 9a



Monday, November 24

Wisdom 48 before the face of
the understa}r;digﬂ one.—Prov.

In the creating of the mar-
velous heavens visible to us
God used and showed forth
understanding. From their be-
ginning he knew and discerned
all the parts of the heavens
and their working together and
their effect upon one another.
What effect they would have
upon his creatures on earth
was also important for him to
discern and foreknow. He cre-
ated man different from the
lower animal creation of earth,
in that he gave man the ability
to understand and the desire to
understand. To keep living
man had to understand his re-
lationship to his Creator. To
understand we must know
what we seek to grasp with
the mind with a clearness of
vision. The search that under-
standing makes for knowledge
is rewarded, for it finds knowl-
edge. Because the understand-
ing heart sees the true Source
of knowledge and acknowledges
man’s relationship to God and
man’s dependence upon him
for all things, it turns to God’s
Word. Then God gives it in-
sight into the meaning of his
Word. W 11/1 20, 21

Tuesday, November 25

There is an eventuality as re-
spects the sons of mankind and
an eventuality as respects the
beast, and they have the same
eventuality.—Ecel, 3: 19
Because of death no one has
been able to enjoy the benefit
of personal works and labors
continually, without interrup-
tion. All mankind would die off
perpetually, just like beasts,
were it not for the fact that
God, through Christ, has lov-
ingly provided a way for lift-
ing the punishment of death
and resurrecting all in the
memorial tombs. Those who,
in the love of sin, choose to

disobey God willfully will per-
ish forever like brute beasts.
Like beasts, they choose to eat
and drink and live according
to their animal desires in out-
right materialism, without any
thought or regard for God.
Since they prefer to live like
beasts, not even serving God’s
purposes as beasts do, let them
perish like beasts. Why should
we be beastlike and merely
live selfishly like animals and
die off with them? If we yet
die, why not try now to prove
worthy of a resurrection to
life in God’s new world and
thus be rated better than mere
beasts? W 11/15 14

Wednesday, November 26

To the garden of nut trees I
had gone down, to see the buds
in the torrent valley, to see
whether the vine had sprouted
.. « I did not know [what,
but] my own soul had pui me
at the chariots of my willing
people—Cant. 6: 11, 12,

The safety measure of her
brothers, while keeping her
from her shepherd lover in the
springtime, led to the Shulam-
mite’s being found in the way
of another danger. King Solo-
mon himself came to the neigh-
borhood of Shulem and pitched
his tents mnot far from her
home and the vimeyards. One
day the Shulammite found her-
self near the camp of King
Solomon. She had not gone
there to parade her charms
and to show off her beauty
either to Solomon or to the
men of his cortege. She had
not in fickleness forgotten her
shepherd lover and that her
charms belonged only to him.
Because of going on an errand
of service, she had come un-
intentionally upon the encamp-
ment of the king of Israel.
This furnished a test of her
love for her shepherd lover,
even as materialism tests the
love of the remnant for their
Bridegroom, Jesus Christ. W
12/1 17,10



Thursday, November 27

A3 for Jehovah, he blessed the
end of Job afterward more
than his beginning . . . And
Job continued living after this
a hundred and forty years and
came to see his sons and his
grandsons—four generations.
And gradually Job died, old
and satizﬁed with days.—~—Job
? r

The remnant must still en-
dure till Armageddon. All the
gathered other sheep must like-
wise maintain their integrity
toward God and must endure
along with the remnant until
Satan’s world of persecutors
and opposers is desolated at
Armageddon. How happy we
all are for having endured
with integrity till now! How
unspeakably haxipy we shall be
for enduring till Jehovah vin-
dicates his universal sovereign-
ty at Armageddon and delivers
us into his righteous new
world ! For there he will glori-
fy the remnant of proved in-
tegrity in the heavenly king-
dom of his Son Jesus Christ
and will also bless the great
crowd of other sheep with up-
lift to godlike human perfec-
tion in a radise that will
beautify all the earth. Until
that happy time may we all
manifest endurance like Job’s !
W 10/1 46

Friday, November 28
Happy is the people whose God
is Jehovah!—Ps. 144: 15.

There are twenty-four hap-
pinesses or beatitudes in the
Psalms that tell us the secret
of how to be happy with the
happiness that will never end.
1t is instructive for us to note
some of these beatitudes. The
very book of Psalms opens
with a beatitude: “Happy is
the man” whose “delight is in
the law of Jehovah.” And the
beatitude of the second psalm
is one that not only world rul-
ers but all of us under the
shadow of Armageddon ought
to heed: “Serve Jehovah with

fear and be joyful with trem-
bling. Kiss the son, that He
may not become incensed and
you may not perish {from] the
way, for his anger flares up
easx_fy. Happy are all those
taking refuge in him.” Psalm
40: 4 shows that we cannot
defy God and_tell lies about
him and be happy. On the
other hand, those who enjoy
the happiness of giving will be
preserved through Armaged-
don. (Ps. 41:1, 2) Correction
from Jehovah is meant to re-
sult in our happiness, as
Psalm 94:12, 13 shows. And
obedience to God’s commands
results in unusual happiness.
—Ps. 112:1; 119:1, 2.
10/15 31, 38

Saturday, November 29
Neither death nor life nor an-
gels nor governments . . . nor
any other creation will be able
to separate us from God’s love

that is in Christ Jesus our

Lord—Rom. 8. 38, 39.

As we look ahead to our
breath-taking prospects we
have no reason to doubt that
‘“the people that know their
God shall be strong, and do
exploits.” (Dan. 11: 32, 4R8)
And what has drawn these for-
ward-moving fighters together
into this triumphant theocratie
army with power that is ir-
resistible? It is simply love,
love of God with which he
draws men together., We are
determined to let nothing stand
in our way of expressing our
love for him. This love of Je-
hovah, together with love of
fellow man, is the perfect bond
of union, With it we resist
the hate-breeding infection of
this selfish world. It is the
great difference between the
New World society and the
old. Satan’s world will never
destroy this Jove from the
midst of God’s organization,
but this love will live through
Armageddon and exist as the
firm foundation for serving Je-
hovah forever. W 3/1 19, 20a



Sunday, November 30

And you will be objects of
hatred by all persons because
of my name~—~Luke 21: 17.

In the fulfillment of the
prophetic drama of Job during
this time of the end the re-
ligious leaders of Christendom
in particular have played the
counterparts of Job’s compan-
ions very well. Maliciously ac-
cusing the remnant of Christ's
body, even praying to God
against them, they took unfair
advantage of World War 1,
with which the time of the end
of this world began, to bring
reproach, persecution and po-
litical oppression upon the

Finding a Safeguard in

remnant. After the close of
World War I they continued
their denunciations and con-
demnation of the remnant in
Job’s position, arguing that
these had no good standing
with God and were not wit-
nesses of God and were a se-
curity risk to worldly govern-
ments because of first giving
God what is his and then giv-
ing Caesar what was his. They
have tried to take various
measures against their wit-
nessing from house to house in
preaching this good news of
God’s established kingdom.
Truly Jesus’ prophetic words
have been and are being ful-
filled! W 10/1 31

Integrity.—Ps. 25:21.

Monday, December 1
They are no part of the world
just as I am no part of the

world—John 17: 14.

Jesus himself had made a
solemn dedication to serve Je-
hovah. That meant he was a
minister or ambassador of Je-
hovah and was required to give
his first attention to Jehovah’s
service. He appreciated true
values, visualizing the right-
ness of his position and keep-
ing clear of the old world and
false human reasonings. He
preached the storing up of
treasures in heaven and prac-
ticed what he preached by
serving in full-time ministry,
He understood the principles
that all things belong to God
and that God’s blessing makes
rich. ITe resisted the effort of
the people to make him a king.
Jesus was positive in his ex-
pressions and actions. He fully
understood his place and the
work to be done. While he was
neutral toward the conflicts,
politics and commerce of this
world, yet he did not hesitate
to speak out in condemnation
of violations of the rightcous
principles of God. He did not
compromige principles by be-
ing overly tactful. W 9/1 23

Tuesday, December 2

For the word of God is alive
and exerts power and is sharp-
er than any two-edged sword
and pierces even to the divid-
ing of the soul and spirit, . . .
and is able to discern the
thoughts and intentions of the
heart.—Heb. 4: 12.

Those who are called on to
recommend others for positions
of service must keep in mind
that according to God’s ar-
rangement of things these are
to be appointed by the holy
spirit. (Acts 20:28) Over-
scers must keep in mind that
(30d looks on the heart and not
be swayed by personality and
other aspects of outward ap-
pearance. True, & man cannot
look into another’s heart, but
God’s Word can. Its require-
ments must be applied to the
case, because it is God’s Word
that makes clear what is in
the heart of man. The man
described in the Bible is to be
found seeking Jehovah’s help
through prayer. Then, having
followed the Word of God, we
can have full confidence that
the servants are indeed ap-
pointed by Jehovah by means
25 his holy spirit. W 6/15 19,



Wednesday, December 3

Be obedient to those who are
qoverning yow and be submis-
sive, for they are keeping
watch over your souls as those
who will render an account.
—Heb. 13: 17.

Respect for Jehovah’s or-
ganization also means trusting
our proved, faithful brothers.
These are the ones who
through much hardship and
experience have shown that
God’s spirit is with them. The
rich blessing poured out upon
the visible organization is evi-
dence that the governing body
and those who represent it are
deserving of our full support
and trust. This we can demon-
strate only by accepting every
provision as coming from Je-
hovah through the faithful and
discreet slave. It means that
those who are selected as serv-
ants in the congregation should
gladly accept their appoint-
ments as representatives of
Jehovah through the governing
body and_ that they should
faithfully discharge the obliga-
tions of their appointments as
though it were the governing
body itself acting. Xt means
that all in the congregation
should perform all their works
with a recognition of theocrat-
ic counsel emanating from the
true channel. W §/1 7a

Thursday, December 4

Pay back Caesar’s things to
Caesar, but Gods things to
God—Mark 12: 17.

It is proper to pay Caesar’s
tax money back to him for the
services he renders us. How,
though, can we pay back God’s
things to God ? By loving Jeho-
vah with our whole heart, soul
and mind, So in keeping with
the underlying principles of the
two greatest commandments
our slogan must be, not, For
God and country, but, For God
Jehovah and for our neighbor
even as ourselves, Not for our

neighbor first, but for Jehovah
our God first. Not for our
neighbor more than ourselves,
but for God more than our-
selves and our neighbor. Let us
not forget that Caesar had
been made a god on earth
or been deified by the Ro-
mans. But when Christ paid
the tax to Caesar he was not
thereby acknowledging Caesar
Tiberius as a god. We would
be violating our dedication of
ourselves to Jehovah by deify-
ing Caesar or the political
state in rendering to Caesar
our all and thus giving to
Caesar God’s place in our wor-
ship and our affections. W
12/15 17-19

Friday, December §

There should be a reproving
of the understanding one, that
he may discern knowledge.
—Prov. 19: 25

A person of understanding
not only craves knowledge of
all things connected with God's
Word and works, and the pur-
pose behind these, but keeps
in close touch with wisdom
for the ability and intelligence
to use that knowledge in har-
mony with God. He keeps wis-
dom close in front of him. For
what discernment the stupid
one shows, his eyes might as
well be as far off from him as
the end of the earth, The stu-
pid person does mot keep God
in mind or in view ; the under-
standing person does. He is
not only wise in fearing Jeho-
vah; he is understanding. He
acts in accord with godly fear.
The understanding person will
not refuse reproof and then
ridicule. A mere reproof, not
a violent blow, is enough for
an understanding person. In
his old age Solomon turned to
stupidity. He let his keen sense
of his relationship to God grow
dull; he became like a beast.
Let us take care that we never
become like that by losing un-
derstanding. W 11/1 21, 22



Saturday, December 6
[Continue] keeping an eye, not
in personal interest upon just
your own matters, dbut also in
personal interest upon those of

the others—Phil. 2. 4.

Some who at one time could
not read are now full-time
servants. Anyone who will put
forth the effort can learn to
read and write, but it takes
time, patience and someone to
help. If ten others can be
helped by one to become ma-
ture enough to share in the
service the eleven together will
do much more praising of Je-
hovah than only one, and that
is why it is important to con-
sider others and not just our-
selves. The organization must
be considered. For example, we
may be able to aid our broth-
ers with legal matters when
they are arrested for the sake
of the truth. If we have nat-
ural abilities we are obligated
to use them in God’s service
and to help our brothers rath-
er than gaining something for
ourselves. It should not make
us want to appear better than
the others, but rather we ought
to view natural abilities as
only a trust, we being required
to use we may possess in
God's service. W 4/1 15a

Sunday, December 7

To be sure, it is a means of
great gain, this godly devotion

along with self-sufficiency.

—I1 Tim.6:6

Some think more of one
meal than of their own lives,
So it was with Esau, “who in
exchange for one meal gave
away his rights as firstborn.”
When we pray the Lord’s
prayer all we ask for is the
bread for the day. With that
the majority of earth’s people
can be content; but just think
of the contentment of one who
has godly devotion along with
it! Today Christendom’s people
do not love God’s Word, nor do

they want to live according to
its commandment. They choose
to go on in their own self-
ish way, hurting themselves.
Even if one of us becomes so
wrapped up in the affairs of
this world, his secular work,
his possessions or the gather-
ing together of them, even-
tually he could be sucked out
of the New World society in-
to that wicked organization
doomed to destruction at Ar-
mageddon. Why? Because he
tried to save his life in his
own way. Because he did not
appreciate that godly devotion
with self-sufficiency is great
gain. W 1/1 22,23

Monday, December 8

Anyone shunning discipline is
rejecting his own soul, but the
one listening to reproof is ac-
quiring heart. The fear of Je-
hovah is a discipline toward
wisdom, and before glory there
is humility—Prov, 15: 32, 33.
The wise course to take is to
give one’s heart to one’s in-
structor, who warns us about
drunkenness and immorality.
(Prov. 23:26-35) Our great
instruetor is Jehovah God, and
we should give heed to what he
says with all our heart and
with the full attention of our
eyes. Not only does an im-
moral woman call out to those
in want of heart or good mo-
tive, but the wisdom that Je-
hovah gives also calls out to
guch ones, that they may ac-
quire a good motive, a_good
motivating force. True wisdom
from God has prepared a feast
for those who listen to her.
(Prov. 9: 1-6) Feasting with
wisdom from God leaves no
hurt, no reproach, no regrets,
but only one’s improvement
and the establishment of right
motives in the heart. Let us in
humility take wisdom’s disci-
pline and thus reject death
but choose life in honor and
happiness, W 11/1 8a



Tuesday, December 9

Itemember, now, your grand
C'reator in the days of your
young manhood.—KEcel, 12: 2.

May we mnot waste our
strength in a calamitous oc-
cupation. The time to use our
strength in God’s service now
before Armageddon is too lim-
ited. To the fullest may we
give our strength to that serv-
ice. Young people have a
special opportunity in this re-
gard. If they misspend their
youth in vain, calamitous
works, God will in due time
Judge them for it. (Eeecl. 11:

9, 10) For a young person to
ward off calamity and spare
the heart vexations and not let
youth and the prime of life
be vainly lived, he must heed
the words of the congregator
given above. It is a calamitous
fact that most of the boys and
girls now wasting their youth
and prime of life will not have
the opportunity to get to the
calamitous days of old age,
where life has been a vain
thing for them. According to
God’s time the calamity of
Armageddon will strike them
down while yet in their youth
and prime of life because they
are not remembering their
grand Creator, serving him
with worthwhile works. W
11/15 13, 14a

Wednesday, December 10

Finally, go on acquiring pow-
er in_ the Lord and in the
mightiness of hw strength.
~—Hph. 6: 10.

To our God we give the
credit for all the success and
growth, as an organization and
in each individual. Jehovah
marks out the course for
growth under the impetus of
his spirit and the guidance
of his organization. Growing
mlghty in the strength of Je-
hovah comes as a result of
mueh study of God’s Word
and association in service with
his organization, which moti-

vates persons to give the wit-
ness and to make opportuni-
ties for themselves to preach
more and more. Then the qual-
ity of serviee comes in for
much attention and we build
up the effectiveness with which
we preach. So we enlarge the
sphere of our service, not re-
sisting the urge to help others
grow in knowledge, service and
godlike qualities. It is certain
to produce growth in both
ourselves and the brothers who
follow our good examples, for
they will be quick to imitate
tllée right example. W 3/1 15,
a

Thursday, December 11
As for me, in my integrity 1
shall walk. O redeem me and

show me favor.—Ps, 26: 11.

Today, so near the end of
this old world, if we desire to
be redeemed and to be shown
God’s favor by being protected
clear through Armageddon and
kept alive into his new world,
we too must walk in integrity
toward God, as David did. Do
we not owe integrity toward
God, who is our Creator and
who' promises to be our ever-
lasting Preserver in his up-
right new world? Yes, for he
has given us our life and, ac-
cording to his purposes that
he has revealed in his Word,
he has given us something to
live for. What? That promised
new world under the perfect
government of his Son Jesus
Christ. Our walkmg in integ-
rity toward our Lreator and
Preserver can be done in no
way other than walking aec-
cording to the truth and the
principles that he lays down
for us in his written Word.
We know that all his creation
moves and operates according
to laws that he laid down. So
he must be a God of principle
in all things, To win his favor
for a happy life in his endless
new world we must prove
ourselves persons of integrity.
W 12/15



Friday, December 12

The priest’'s lips should keep

knowledge, and they should

seek the law at his mouth; for

he is the messenqer o,f Jehovah.
—AMal. 2:

So likewise today the over-
seer should learn well the in-
struetions he receives from the
Society. He will arrange for
instruction and practical week-
ly service meetings that em-
body those instructions. Even
here he does not stop, because
he is interested in seeing that
every minister is applying
instructions. So he follows
through by arranging for dis-
cussions of the points at the
various service centers when
the brothers meet for field serv-
ice and he himself works along
with them to help them to
apply what they have heard.
Thus all are assisted to re-
spond fully to the counsel from
the organization on which
God’s spirit operates. All will
see the evidence of His bless-
ing upon their ministry, All to-
gether will move ahead with
the New World society. Over-
seers are not interested in their
personal ministry alone; they
keep an eye in personal inter-
est on the welfare of their
brothers. W 6/15 15a

Saturday, December 13

Whoever wants to save his
soul will lose it; but whoever
loses his soul for my sake will
find it—Matt, 16: 25,

Satan is a wily opponent, Did
he not put Jesus to the test
by suggesting what might ap-
pear on the surface to be good
but which would have drawn
him away from Jehovah? Je-
sus knew how to reason on
Bible prmclples and stood
firm. By like subtle snares Sa-
tan would compromise us,
break us down and capture our
worship. We are about to enter
upon the greatest time of
testing Christians have ever
known. Then let us be care-

ful how we think and reason.
Stick to God’s righteous prin-
ciples. Even those close to us
or associated with us could
give us bad advice by follow-
ing human reasoning instead
of God’s principles, as did
Job’s wife to him and as did
Peter_to Jesus, making neces-
sary Jesus’ reply in the fore-
going words. So let us look
to the accurate advice of God’s
Word and organization. God
has given us his righteous
principles upon which to medi-
tate, and as long as we are
kept strong in mind by con-
forming to these principles we
shall not yield to Satan. W
9/1 16a

Sunday, December 14
Let a man so appraise us as
being subordinates of Christ
end stewards of sacred secrets

of God.—1 Cor. 4: 1.

Now as never before there is
need for mature ones to take
the lead and assist others in
the way of true worship. The

other sheep are commg in like
flocks of doves. Who is going
to help them? We are. There

is a great work to be done and
we have been given the trust.
Let us show we are stewards
worthy of it. Our actions will
speak, telling what we are do-
ing. We do not deserve what
God has given us. There is
much for which to thank him
humbly. As we are today, let
us always be grateful for the
undeserved kindness toward
us and the beautiful trust
committed into our hands. Let
us show appreciation for the
confidence and honor Jehovah
has placed in us, considering
us trustworthy by assigning us
to the ministry. It is the time
not to please just ourselves but
to kee{) active in the ministry.
So willingly, out of love and
consideration, eagerly aceept
responsibility and cast aside
all things that do not build one
another up. W 4/1 21, 22a



Monday, December 15

Remember those who are gov-

erning you, who have spoken

the word of God to you—Heb.
13:17.

Surely none of us would
question the authority of the
angel Gabriel when he spoke
as God’s servant, the way
Zechariah did when Gabriel
told him he would have a son.
(Luke 1: 18-20) Obedience and
respect shown to that theo-
cratic representative would
demonstrate obedience and re-
spect for the One he represent-
ed. Earthly overseers repre-
sent God in their assignments
just as much_as heavenly ones
do. At some time you may have
been approached by a servant
in the congregation who of-
fered some suggestions. How
should we respond to what he
says? How would we respond
if Jehovah himself opened the
heavens and issued that coun-
sel for us? He has opened
them. By sending forth his
holy spirit from on high he
has had recorded in his Word
the admonition that we preach
publicly and from house to
house and that we feed the
sheep by calling back on all
those who showed interest
when they heard the Word. W
6/15 23

Tuesday, December 16
These are the ones that have
heard the word, but . . . the
deceptive power of wealth and
the desires for the rest of the
things make inroads and choke
the word, and it becomes un-

fruitful—Mark 4: 18, 19.

Do not let your desire for
material things get out of
hand. Do not let it grow and
dominate your life, for then
it becomes a bad desire. In
fact, the things you possess or
want can cost you your life.
And to lose eternal life because
of materialism is indeed a very
costly sacrifice. The wise thing,

therefore, would be to con-
trol your materialistic desires.
Keep them within bounds, Let
material things be your slaves
rather than your masters. Let
them serve you instead of you
serving them. In the illustra-
tion about the sower some of
the seed fell among thorns,
which choked it out. While
this refers to the initial sow-
ing of the truth among earth’s
inhabitants, it is also a warn-
ing to us. Even though we
have allowed the seed of truth
to grow and bring forth fruit,
it is still possible for it to be
choked out by materialistic
desires. W 7/1 19, 20a

Wednesday, December 17

Solid food belongs to mature
people, to those who through
use have their perceptive pow-
ers trained to distinguish both
right and wrong.—Heb. §: 14.
The power of the mind to
meditate is like a musele: it
improves with use. Just as we
cannot eat all the time but
must allow time for digestion,
g0 periods of study must be
interspersed with meditation
to assimilate what we have
read. We must occasionally
bring up to our conscious mind
previously learned faets or
truths to be ruminated upon
meditatively. Otherwise so
much stays in the recesses of
the unconscious mind, unused.
Those who fail to meditate
really do not know their own
mind, what is really buried in
it, Deep thoughts are within,
and we have to go deep to
bring them out. Time and soli-
tude are the pick and shovel
for mining them through medi-
tation. We cannot keep our
mind on the surface and hopc¢
to see to the bottom of deep
subjects. After listing good
things to think about, Paul
advises: “Continuc considering
these things.” The more we do
the more efficient our mind
will become. W 8/1 10a



Thursday, December 18

The men of old times had wit-
ness borne to them . . . who
through faith . . . stopped the
mouthy of lions, stayed the

force of fire—Heb. 11: 2,

33, 34.

For their integrity toward
him Jehovah delivered the
three Hebrews from the fiery
furnace, By their bold, un-
flinching stand they seemed to
endanger the interests of all
other Jews in captivity. But
neither for the seeming bene-
fit of their Jewish neighbors
would they compromise. They
loved God more than them-
selves and their mneighbors.
Their faithful stand really in-
cited their Jewish neighbors
to love God above all else. It
has strengthened all other
Jews, as well as all true Chris-
tians down to_this day, to keep
integrity to Jebovah as God,
and not to worship any image
that any politieal ruler sets up
and eommands to be worshiped.
This also includes worshiping
the symbolic wild beast and its
image. All of us who are dedi-
cated Christians are, like the
apostles, surrounded by so
great a cloud of witnesses. The
example of these we must fol-
low, especially looking to the
greatest of all witnesses, Jesus
Christ. W 12/15 8, 10a

Friday, December 19
Because you are no part of the
world, dbut I have chosen you
out of the world, on this ac-

count the world hates you.
—John 15:19.

By making an unconditional
dedication to God we_ become
aliens to this devilish old
world, Dedication is like ap-
plying for citizenship in the
new world and baptism is like
an oath before witnesses con-
firming this fact. The Founder
of Chrigtianity set the exam-
ple by his dedication and bap-
tism and clearly stated the
above concerning Christians,

What did Jesus mean by the
principle here stated? Instead
of going into details and set-
ting out a maultitude of rules
for Christians to follow, Jesus
told Christians the theocratic
principles. Yes, he left it for
them to reason on the Scrip-
tures and to determine how to
deal with Satan’s subtle snares
and how to conduct their lives
in this system of things. Chris-
tians upon earth today have
the benefit of seeing how Christ
and the inspired apostles rea-
soned on Bible principles. So
we need no Talmud-like set
of rules. W 9/1 21-23

Saturday, December 20
All your works will laud you,
0 Jehovah, and your men of
loving-kindness will bless you.
About the glory of your
kingship they will talk, and
about your mightiness they
will speak, to make known to
the sons of men his mighty
acts and the glory . . . of his

kingship.—Ps. 145: 10-12,

Who are these men of loving-
kindness? They are the con-
gregation of those in the King-
dom covenant. And what do all
those who rejoice that Jeho-
vah has become King do? (Ps.
97: 1) Outstandingly since the
close of World War I in 1918
they fulfill Psalm 145: 10-12.
This talking about the glory
of God’s kingdom by all the
many means of preaching has
not been in vain. Already hun-
dreds of thousands of the sons
of men to whom the glory of
the splendor of God's kingship
has been made known in more
than one hundred languages
have accepted the Kingdom
message and are rejoicing in it.
More than that, they are act-
ing upon it in fulfillment of
the psalmist’s prayer: “Let all
fiesh bless his holy name to
time indefinite.” They too have
become Kingdom witnesses of
Jehovah. W 10/15 33



Sunday, December 21

For the undeserved kindness of
God which brings salvation to
all kinds of men has been man-
ifested, instructing us to re-
udiate ungodliness and world-
y desires and to live with
soundness of mind and right-
eousness and godly devotion.
—Titus 2: 11, 12,

Even though we are not a
part of this old world we still
live in it and are constantly in
contact with bad thinking. To
resist such influences we must
keep feeding our minds on spir-
itual food and keep associating
with the New World society,
which is clean in thought, and
we must cultivate right de-
sires. We will not be able to
maintain soundness of mind
from God’s viewpoint if we
permit our minds to entertain
bad thoughts and wrong de-
sires, That could lead only
to the unsound thinking of
this old world. God provides,
through his Word and organi-
zation, uplifting thoughts upon
which we can allow our minds
to dwell. They are righteous
and of serious concern, and
will help us to cultivate right
desires. To benefit from this
nourishing food for the mind
Yé& must take it in. W 7/1 15,

a

Monday, December 22
Do not forget the doing of
good and the sharing of things
with others, for with such sac-

rifices God is well pleased.

—Heb. 13: 16.

What a contrast between the
brothers at Corinth and those
at Macedonia! The Corin-
thians too thoughtless and too
immature to think of sharing
things and the Macedonians so
thoughtful and so mature that
they shared things beyond
their actual ability. Christian
congregations today should be
like the Macedonians, thought-
ful and alert in sharing things.
Some brothers with autos read-

ily go out of their way to bring
good-will persons to meetings.
That is fine. Yet sometimes
these forget that they can usc
their cars to help infirm or
elderly ones and those living
in out-of-the-way places! Some
who neglect the sharing spirit
point to the amount of time
that would be involved. True,
sharing things may take some
of our time. But when we go
out of our way to help our
brothers and we thus use a few
minutes of time, that time is
not lost, for God is well
pleased with our using it in
this way. W 1/15 26a

Tuesday, December 23
On this side of the river and
on that side there were trees
of life producing twelve crops
of fruit, yielding their fruits

each month.—Rev. 22: 2.

Hundreds of thousands of
persons of good will in more
than 160 nations, provinces.
territories and islands have
seen how Jehovah has healed
the remnant by his truth and
by hig spirit. Seeing the danger
og being destroyed at Arma-
geddon, they too want spir-
itual healing in order to gain
life in the new world, on &
paradise earth under God's
kingdom. So they come and eat
from the monthly fruit of the
trees of life. They recognize
these trees as being Jehovah's
witnesses and come under the
shade of their health-giving
theoeratic organization and re-
ceive spiritual curing. They
accept the invitation of the
bride class to come to the river
beside which the trees of life
grow, They drink. Then, nour-
ished with the fruitage of the
Kinidom, cured by the leaves
of the trees, and with thirst
satisfied by the river’s water of
life, they use their new spirit-
ual strength to act upon the
invitation: “And let anyone
}118:1ring say, ‘Come!”” W 9/15



Wednesday, December 24

In my heart I have treasured
up your saying, in order that
I may not sin against you.
—Ps. 119: 11,

If we get the love of Jeho-
vah and the love for neighbor
in our heart, then out of that
heart we shall say and do
what pleases Jehovah. If we
do not have love in our heart,
our words and works will be
unacecptable, will be hypoerit-
ical and double-hearted. But if
God’s law of love is written in
our heart it is a part of us,
and hence it will be the source
of our motives and the thing
that will always move us to
act properly. “The law of his
God is in his heart; his steps
will not wobble.” Steps direct-
ed by a heart inscribed with
God’s law are carefully, surely
and firmly placed on a solid
footing and there will be no
slipping or backsliding, no fall-
ing from the path of integrity.
This world reeks with sin be-
cause it does not have God’s
Word in its heart. It stresses
mental brilliance, but God
looks on the heart. A heart
filled with God’s law is a safe-
guard against sinning and
backsliding. W 2/1 13, 14

Thursday, December 25
What harmony is there be-
tween Christ and Belial?
—2 Cor. 6: 15.

A great gulf has opened up
between the principled serv-
ants of God and the unprin-
cipled false worshipers. As the
climax approaches, God’s wit-
nesses hold firmly to his prin-
ciples. We are not on carth to
become popular; we are here
to uphold pure worship, which
requires endurance while cling-
ing to Christian principles. In
many parts of the world our
brothers have been called upon
to be governed strongly by

God’s principles in the face of
the greatest tests. Have they
abandoned principles for pas-
sionate expediency? Look at
the example of Italy. During
Fascist rule the years seemed
long, but Jehovah’s witnesses
were patient. They did not lose
faith. They did not compro-
mise as did organized religion
but preached where they could.
The time came for God’s prin-
ciples to be made known in
Italy and Fascist rule was
taken out of the way. Now a
rapidly expanding part of the
New World society flourishes
there. W 9/1 12, 13a

Friday, December 26
I request you, not to take
them out of the world, but to
watch over them because of
the wicked one.~—John 17: 15.

Jesus Christ is now David’s
Lord in heaven. We, if claim-
ing to be Christ’s followers,
must avoid associating with
this old world now so full of
men like those whom David
avoided. Because we are flesh
and blood like other humans,
we have to live in this world
during its time of the end. But
we cannot be of this old world
and also be of God’s new
world, which we preach. Jesus
stated this principle recorded at
John 15: 19 and John 17: 14.
If we were taken out of this
world we could not be witness-
es of Jehovah as God or wit-
nesses of Jesus as God’s anoint-
ed King reigning since 1914. So
we have not been taken out of
this world, but have been al-
lowed to remain in it to bear
witness to God’s kingdom. But
Jesus has prayed for us that
bhis heavenly Father should
watch over us because of the
wicked one, Satan, who has
now been cast out of heaven
and down to this earth. W
12/15 16, 17a



Saturday, December 27

Just as one has come forth
from his mother's belly, naked
will one go away again, just
as one came; and nothing at
all can one oarry away for his
toil, which he can take along
with his hand.—Hcel. 5: 15.

This is another certain ca-
lamity that the materially rich
should remember. Why make
oneself a slave to selfish riches,
with all the darkness concern-
ing God’s purposes, all the vex-
atjon, all the disappointments,
all the temptations and snares,
and all the stabbing pains that
this causes one? We cannot
be slaves to God and at the
same time be slaves to Riches.
(Matt. 6:24) man may
selfishly become superrich, and
at his death they may put into
his tomb all kinds of precious
things, and yet he cannot take
anything with him to enjoy.
He brought nothing into this
world and he can carry noth-
ing out. He has died like a
brute beast, and he has laid
no foundation for real life and
freedom in & world to come.
What a calamity to such a
man who has not been a slave
to God! Yes, “what benefit
will it be to & man if he gains
the whole world but forfeits
his soul?’ W 11/15 16

Sunday, December 28

The Jerusalem above is free,
and she is our mother.~Gal.
4 26

‘When we consider the ten-
der care of our heavenly Fa-
ther as manifested through his
loving, motherly organization,
how can our hearts but be re-
freshed and warmed with an
overflowing of appreciation?
When we taste the rich and
sumptuous food he provides
and observe the careful atten-
tion to detail with which our
mother serves it, how can we
speak anything but praise for

such worthy parents? And
when we truly see the great
motherly organization of God
arrayed with the heavenly light
of truth and righteousness we
appreciate what a privilege it is
to be her children! And what
a_joy is ours to reflect the di-
vine light beaming down upon
us as we welcome all lowly-
hearted ones to come into the
brightness of God’s pleasure
and bask in the warmth of his
smiling approval ! With thank-
ful hearts we acknowledge
God’s mercy and gratefully and
willingly show our respect for
God’s organization, for she is
our mother and the beloved
wife of our heavenly Father,
Jehovah God. W §/1 15, 16a

Monday, December 29
If the readiness is there first.
it is especially acceptable ac-
cording to what o person has,
not according to what a person
does not have—2 Cor. 8:12.

Be ready to share, but be
reasonable in sharing. Liberal-
ity is a Scriptural rule, but ex-
travagance 18 pot. Sometimes
brothers do not offer to share
things with others because they
feel that what they have to
offer is not something special.
that it is not a “fatted calf.”
Such ones have the wrong atti-
tude. No brother should re-
frain from entertaining a spe-
cial servant because what he
has to offer is ordinary food.
Never feel that you must show
off better conditions than are
yours ; that would be following.
not the course of hospitality.
but the course of pride. Our
Christian generosity should be
equal to our disposifion to
economize for the sake of the
good news. Then our generosi-
ty will never turn into extrav-
agance and our economy never
turn into stinginess. When
you share, it is not what you
share but why you share that
counts with God, W 1/15 11a



Tuesday, December 30

A prostitute is a deep pit and
. a narrow well. Who has
woe! Who has wuneasiness?
Who has contentions? Who
has concern? Who has wounds
for no reason? Who has dull-
ness of eyes? Those staying a
long time with the wine.
—Prov. 23: 27, 29, 30.
Do you want to stumble into
a deep pit? Or want to fall to
your hurt into a narrow well
from which you cannot get
out? Then do not yield to the
persuasions of an immoral
woman, 4 prostitute who is
foreign to God’s holy nation
and who will rob you of your
virtue, your virginity, your
clean record, your good con-
science, your innocence and
your worthiness of having fel-
lowship with God’s holy con-
gregation. Also, who wants to
become the victim of aleoholic
drink? Who wants to see un-
real things and speak twisted
talk? Who wants to become
insensible to how others mis-
handle one, to have a long time
in getting awake to one’s sens-
es and to keep seeking to satis-
fy an overwhelming craving?
Then do not linger long at
alcoholies to the point of tak-
ing overmuch, intemperately.
Practice self-control. W 11/1
ba

Wednesday, December 31

Before the great and illustri-
ous day of Jehovah arrives.
And then anyone that calls
upon the name of Jehovah will
be saved.—Acts 2: 20, 21.

Nineteen centuries ago Peter
set forth this principle, quot-
ing from Joel, who stated it
centuries earlier. Today we
can keep integrity only by act-
ing on 1it, by calling on or de-
claring God’s name publiely.
Long ago David acted on that
ﬁrinclple at the same time that

¢ prayed to be spared execu-
tion with the wicked ones and
to be redeemed and shown fa-
vor by God. This was why he
preferred God’s house of wor-
ship to association with the
wicked. Worsghip at God’s
house provided him with the
opportunity to march around
God’s altar of sacrifice, to
cause thanksgiving to be heard
aloud and to declare all
God’s wonderful works. With
this as his purpose David
said: “Among the congregated
throngs I shall bless Jehovah.”
(Ps. 26: 12) The public dec-
laration that David then put
down in written psalms wor
for his own salvation to God’s
new world. Making like public
declaration will work for our
own salvation as well as that
of those who hear us. W 12/15
19, 20a
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