

















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Thursday, March 26
Look! I and the %oung chil-
dren whom Jehow ga@e me.

Jesus was a 31gn, just as
Isaiah was a sign. (Luke 11:
30) The names Jesus and
Isaiah mean the same, exce t
that in Jesus’ name God’
name Jchovah is put at the
beginning and in Isaial’s
name it is put at the end, Je-
sus meaning “Jehovah Is Sal-
vation” and Isaiah meaning
“Saved Has Jehovah.” Like
their Savior and Leader, Jesus’
144,000 followers also are
signs. The remnant of them
are signs to the generation in
this the time of the end of this
distressed world. These young
children above noted are those
begotten of God’s spirit to be-
come his spiritual children.
"These Jehovah has given to
Jesus, even as Jesus said at
John 17:6, 9, 10. The heaven-
ly Father gives Jesus 144,000
of these to be his brothers in
the spiritual family of God
and to be his associates in
God’s work, What work? That
of being signs and wonders on
earth. Jesus said that he was
a si He also says that h
spirit- begotten spirit- anomted
brothers must be signs and
wonders. To thls very day they
have been. W 11/15 18, 20

Friday, March 27

Keep your minds fized on the
things above, not on the things
upon the earth.—Col. 3:2.

A Christian will pursue god-
ly devotion and not material-
jsm. Only by being aware of
this satanic philosophy can he
fight it successfully. He must
be convinced that it is better
to be in Jehovah’s organization
than anywhere else. He should
want to do nothing that would
jeopardize his chances for lifc
in the new world, Then he will
have everything he needs. He
does not need the finest of
everythmg to serve Jehovah.

But he does need Jehovah's

organization, and he should

stick close to it. Jehovah
through his organization has
raised up a mighty bulwark
against one of Satan’s most
clever devices, materialism.
Avail yourself of all the pro-
visions Jehovah has made to
fight this menace, Keep your
mind and heart on the new
world with all its grand expec-
tations, in line with Paul's
words quoted above. Keep
breast of the ever- expandmg

New World society, and have a
full share in the ministry to-
day. This will make you spirit-
ually strong, fully able to re-
sist successfully the subtle
encroachments of materialism.
W 10/1 18a

Saturday, March 28
Jesus also was baptized and,
as he was praying, the heaven
was opened up.—Luke 3:

In regard to prayer, as with
everything else, Jesus set for
us the perfect example. His
appreciation of this precious

rivilege stands out prominent-
y in the record of his earthly
ministry. In fact, it might be
said that no other earthling
ever appreciated prayer as
much as he did. Even though
perfe(‘t m mind and body and
having supernatural powers at
his disposal, he was not over-
confident but always conscious
of his s%mtual need. He con-
tinually ooked to his heavenly
Father for wisdom and
strength, as well as voicing his
praise and thanksgiving in
prayer. Thus at the very be-
ﬁmnmg of his earthly ministry

e was fully conscious of his
spiritual need and so com-
muned w1th his Father, scek-
ing his help. He was in dead
earnest; no lightheartedness
marked his conduct. Nor can
we conclude other than that
he spent much time in prayer
during his forty days in the
wilderness. So when Satan
came with his subtle tempta-
tions Jesus was not caught off
guard. He was alert, v1g11ant
W 8/15 15, 16



Sunday, March 29

Look! I and the children whom
Jehovah_has given me are as
signs and as wonders in [Chris-
tendom] from Jehovah.
—Isa. 8:18.

To be of any value and
guidance, signs and wonders
have to_be seen that they may
be studied, that their meaning
may be read and understood
with God’s key of understand-
ing. “As signs and as wonders”
the remnant must be out in
front to the view of the people.
Then the greater Isaiah can
say the words cited above, In
order to back up those signs
and wonders a “great crowd”
must be out front with them.
The anointed remnant are ‘“‘m
servant whom I have chosen.”
(Isa. 43:10) This servant
class has to be seen; it has to
let itself be heard in order to
be witnesses of Jehovah. And
in order to join with the
anointed servant class in the
world-wide witness work, the
great flock of dedicated sheep-
like persons has to be seen and
heard with them. We must all
be out in the open, conspicuous,
to be seen, observed, heard.
This is no time to hole up be-
cause of the anguish, distress,
fears and threats of the nations
of this world. W 11/15 17a

Monday, March 30

The person ;aithful in what is
least is faithful also in much,
and the person unrightcous in
what is least is unrighteous
also in much.—Luke 16: 10.

There are some whose word
cannot be relied upon. They
will quickly make a promise
and just as quickly break it.
Since they cannot be depended
upon to keep promises to fel-
low Christians, how can they
be depended u&)on to keep
promises to God? Does their
agreement to do God’s will
really mean anything? Being
unfaithful in small promises,
will they not be unfaithful in

this most important one? An
undependable Christian is un-
balanced and cannot be of real
service to God’s organization.
He is the type of person who
fails to fulfill an assignment
for the service meeting or the
ministry school. He will show
the same irresponsibility when
he makes promises to be at a
contact for field ministry or
when he tells a person of good
will that he will call back. His
promises are empty words, Be-
cause he is undependable in
little things, overseers in the
organization refrain from giv-~
ing him greater responsibilities.
W 6/15 22, 23

Tuesday, March 81

For I have not sat with men

of untruth, and with those who

conceal what they are I do not

come in. I have hated the con-

gregation of evildoers, and

with the wicked ones I do not
sit,—Ps. 26: 4,

Preach and teach the good
news of the Kingdom whenever
and wherever you can. Associ-
ate with those persons who
are doing that. Then you will
stay away from the wicked
people because you are bus
maintaining your integrity. All
who learn the truth and take a
right path, dedicating their
lives to God’s service there-
after, do as David said he did
in the words cited above. Chris-
tians of integrity have set their
course. They will not sit with
men of untruth, They will not
have prolonged discussions
with men of this world except
to preach the Kingdom. The
interests of this world are not
our interests. We have bigger
and more important work to
do. Those who sit in the coun-
sel of wicked men and support
their schemes always end up
in ruin and misery. Let us be
like the happy man who does
not walk “in the counsel of
the wicked” but takes delight
“in the law of Jehovah.”’—Ps,
1:1, 2. W 1/1 12, 13



Serving the Interests of God’s Perfect Government.
—Acts 28:31.

Wednesday, April 1

Look! I am coming as a thief.
—Rev. 16: 15.

What is the particular type
of work that brings the sur-
render and destruction of one’s
clothing when dismissal from
work occurs for going to sleep
at one's post? It is the work
that comes under the super-
vision and control of the
heavenly One who issued the
warning : “Look! I am coming
as a thief. Happy is the one
that stays awake and keegs
his outer garments.” (Rev. 16:
15) It is Jesus that speaks.
It is in the manner in which
his professed followers conduct
themselves now that Christ is
keenly interested. Are they
faithfully imitating him, or
are they disloyally, hypocziti-
cally misrepresenting him be-
fore the world? Are they lov-
ingly serving him, or are they
serving the interests of the
enemy world? Are they alertly
doing the work he commanded
them to do, or are they asleep
to their Christian obligations?
These are the questions to
which Christ has to learn the
true answers, by coming upon
his professed followers at a
time not known beforehand.
W 12/15 1, 2

Thursday, April 2
The priests and the Levites
themselves that were in all
Isracl . . . kept strengthening
the kingship of Judah and con-
firming Rlehoboam.—Z Chron.
H

The dividing of the twelve
tribes of Israel into two Kking-
doms put a great test upon the
Israelites regarding loyalty to
the kingdom covenant. But
there were Israelites that put
God’s worship and his king-
dom covenant above national-
ism. Thus the priests and Le-
vites who served at Jehovah’s
temple in Jerusalem but whose

homes were located in forty-
eight cities scattered about the
twelve tribes of Israel made a
record for themselves, as noted
above. Likewise the Israelites
who were living temporarily in
Judah did not revolt and_stir
up civil war but submitted
loyally to the king who repre-
sented Jehovah’s kingdom cove-
nant with David. In fact,
throughout the reigns of a
number of kings of Judah
faithful Israelites deserted to
the kingdom of Judah, because
its king was enjoying the
loving-kindnesses of Jehovah.
All these are examples for us
today. W 12/1 21, 23, 24

Friday, April 8

Listen! Your own watchmen
have raised their wvoice. In
unison they keep crying out
joyfully.—Isa. 52:§I.

Qur having been together at
the Divine Will assembly in
such huge numbers, from so
many locations around the
globe, it became most appro-
priate for us as one com-
pany to join in making some
expression to give force to the
fact that we have the one spirit
of God, that we have been
taught of Jehovah to oneness
of knowledge and understand-
ing, and that we have been
made strong and fortified in
our decision to do the one di-
vine will as a united theocratic
organization, called by God’s
holy name Jehovah. Knowing
that there is much confusion
regarding what is the divine
will and that there are many
sheeplike persons who want to
learn what God’s will is, we
found it a most suitable occa-
sion for making some state-
ment of what the divine will
is and for voicing our determi-
nation to keep on doing it
ourselves and to help other
men of good will to do it.
w 11/1 9, 10



Saturday, April 4

I Jehovah your God am a God
cxacting  exclusive devotion.
—HBx, 20:5.

Dedication means voluntari-
ly setting oneself apart, to
devote oneself to a deity, a
sacred purpose, or a particular
person, a principle, a science,
a nation or even a chosen occu-
pation or way of life. Dedica-
tion is of the greatest impor-
tance when one solemnly offers
himself to God. That means
making your will conform to
the will of God. Dedication to
God must be unconditional.
It cannot be a divided dedica-
tion because such a dedication
would be invalid in God’s sight.
He requires absolute or exclu-
sive devotion. The perfect ex-
ample of making a dedication
we find in the Son of God. His
devotion was entirely single.
He did not permit anything
else to infringe upon 1t. On
earth Jesus was acquainted
with his Father in heaven,
whose law he knew and loved.
He was familiar with what
had happened to those who
violated their covenant rela-
tionship with God. Such
knowledge caused Jesus to be
all the more eager to conform
his own will to the will of his
Father. W 8/1 3, 4

Sunday, April 5

Remember, now, your grand
Creator in the days o, gour
young manhood.—Hocl. 12: 1.

In this New World society
there is plenty of room for our
children. You younger ones
should therefore know your
place and take it. Prepare
yourselves for greater privi-
leges that will be assigned to
you when you prove capable
of carrying a heavier load of
responsibility. To this end take
in knowledge of the Scriptures,
both by personal and by organ-
ized group study, which knowl-
edfe will make you wise for
salvation. Study your assign-
ments ahead of time and come
prepared to take an active part

in the congregational meetings.
Grow to maturity in spiritual
wisdom and understanding not
only by diligent study but also
by taking part in the various
forms of ministerial activity.
Learn how to call back on
interested persons and how to
conduct home Bible studies
with them. Show due respect
for your parents as well as
toward the overseers in the
congregation. Keeping thus
your place in the New World
society, you will not be num-
bered among the criminal de-
linquents of this present
wicked system of things. W
7/15 13

Monday, April 6

EBach one is tried by being
drawn out and enticed by his
own desire. Then the desire,
when it has become fertile,
gives birth to sin; in turn, sin,
when it has been accomglished,
brings forth death.
—Jas. 1:14, 15.

Rebellion was the first act of
sin. It resulted in the adverse
judgment to those who fol-
lowed a rebellious course. Now,
because the first rebel is mak-
ing his final stand against Je-
hovah and His loyal servants,
using diverse and subtle means,
it behooves all of us to secruti-
nize carefully our thoughts,
motives, conduct and every
form of behavior, so as to be
on guard. In being on guard
as to our thoughts, we should
recognize that man’s judgment
or conclusions are correct only
when they concur with Jeho-
vah’s as manifested through
his Word, When they are at
variance in any way, it dis-
closes that there is a tendency
to be guided by the thoughts
of creatures, This is a form
of rebellion. It may be only
slight at first, but when con-
tinuulli; tainted by the way-
ward thoughts and decisions of
men, it can lead to the condi-
tion spoken of by James in
thezwords stated above. W 4/1

»



Tuesday, April 7

Do not be neglecting the gift
in yow which was given you
through a prediction [which
prediction 1would be by the
spirit] and when the body of
older men laid their hands
upon you.—1 Tim. }: 1}
Thus it is Scripturally true
that human go-betweens have
been used in appointing man
overseers of the flock of God.
But without God’s holy spirit
men can do nothing that really
counts with God or that plays
a real part in his organization.
As in the case of the Christian
congregation in apostolic times,
in the first century, for any
body of men to be used in the
appointment of overseers and
their assistants, ministerial
servants, they must have the
holy spirit in them, yes,
“filled with holy spirit.’ (Acts
9:17; Eph. 5:18) This was
true of tﬁe .governing body at
Jerusalem in apostolic times,
of Paul and also of Timothy
and Titus, who werc given
instructions regarding men
qualified to be overseers and
their assistants. They were all
filled with the spirit and moved
by it. Can it still be true that
the holy spirit appoints over-
seers over the congregatlons of
true Christians today? Yes,
d’s Word makes this certain.
W 1/15 16, 17

Wednesday, April 8

Judge me according to your
righteousness, O Jchovah my
God, and may [my enemies]
not rejoice over me.
—Psg. 35:24

When David was a young
man he was chosen by God to
be king. From the time of his
anomtlng by the fnophet Sam-
uel he had special responsibili-
ties. He took carc of them,
always seeking Jehovah. When
reading Psalm 26 one sees
David in his joyful worship
of Jehovah contrasting himself
with the wicked life of sinful
men with whom he did not
want to be classed. David did

not want to be judged by men’s
standards of living. He knew
what sort of man he was, a
lover of truth and right things.
He was honest and blameless.
His one desire was to give
Jehovah execlusive devotion, He
knew what God’s standards
were and he pleaded to be
judged by them, as scen from
the words cited above. Such
righteous, judgment brought
him happiness. He was content,
satisfied. He had assurance
that he was walking in integ-
rity. Today is our confidence in
our integrit as sure _as
David's was? It should be!
W 1/12,3

Thursday, April 9
Jehovah himself has become
king! Let the earth be joyful.
Let the many islands rejoice.

—Ps. 97:

Only the best government
in the universe is good enough
for this earth. That is the way
that the earth’s Creator feels
about it, For this, all men of
good will can be glad. We can
be thankful that the Creator
does not ignore his creation,
even though this earth is so
tiny in comparison with the
universe. We can be happy
that he respects this tiny crea-
tion as the work of his own
hands and desires to dignify
it with the best form of ruler-
ship. He wants it to reflect
credit to him just the same as
all the rest of the universe
does. (Ps. 19:1) Letting God
overn his earth according to

is divine way is not only most
practical but the most reason-
able, because it is the most
beneficial, lastingly beneficial.
This is all the more true now,
for God’s kingdom now rules
-—it has already begun to reign
over our earth. All who want
to enjoy endless life in peace,
health and happiness must now
bow to it willingly, For the
“earth” and the “islands” to
rejoice in that kingdom we
must tell them about it. W
10/15 1, 6



¥riday, April 10

He leads me in the tracks of
righteousness for his mame’s
sake~~Ps. 23: 3.

The Great Shepherd, Jeho-
vah, and the Right Shepherd,
Christ Jesus, have led the flock
of remnant and other sheep in-
to the blessed condition they
now enjoy today. They have
been led, fed and protected
through many trials and
temptations from within and
without, from false teachings,
false brothers, from terrors
through those who would de-
vour them. Through these past
forty years we have lacked no
good thing. Regardless of the
most terrible and fear-inspiring
world conditions, Jehovah and
Christ have protected their
flock. And as a flock we have
been led, continually conscious
of the antitypical cloud by day
and the pillar of fire by night.
The presence of Jehovah and
his Shepherd-King has been
with us. We have feared
nothing bad. How favored our
lot to have them as our Shep-
herds! Those of us who have
gone through those forty years
have never missed a spiritual
meal, never thirsted for the
water of life. Truly, the God
of Jacob has been a secure
height for us!—Ps. 46:11.
W 3/15 7

Saturday, April 11

What agreement does God's
temple have with idols? For
we are the temple of the living
God; just as God said: “I
shall reside among them.”

—2 Cor. 6 186.
Manifestly, any class of
Christians that would get

unequally yoked with unbe-
lievers and mix philosophical
doctrines of worldly darkness
with Christian doctrines of
light and borrow from the
Devil’s worship and bring idol-
atrous images into the congre-
gation for worship would be
defiling the temple class. Such
pretenders of Christianity

would be setting up a false
tem%le to God. They could
not be the true temple of God,
but would merely be pretend-
ing to be the Christian temple
of God. They would really be
a hypocritical part of this old
world. At the time that he
comes like a thief to destroy
the old world Christ must
make inspection and find out
what has to be destroyed. He
must inspect the religious
realm claiming to be Christian
and separate the hypocritical
from the true. That is why he
has to come to the spiritual
temple of God. Happy are
those whom he finds to be true
Christians! W 12/15 5, 6

Sunday, April 12

Hey there, all you thirsty
ones! Come to the water. And
the ones that have no money!
Come, buy and eat.—Isa. 55:1.

That was Jehovah calling,
inviting the thirsty and hungry
ones. What was there to thirst
and hunger for? A righteous
king, a good government, in
fulfillment of the covenant that
God concluded with King
David. Never was there a cove-
nant more important than this
covenant made by God himself
with the man David. This cove-
nant is unbreakably binding.
It must and will be fulfilled.
It may seem almost unbeliev-
able that the Most High God
would make a covenant or
solemn, binding contract with
a mere man on earth. Yet God
himself has provided us with
the written record of his cove-
nants with men. The one he
made with David could be
nothing trivial. It must be
something highly important to
God and beneficial to man.
This is what dignifies the cove-
nant. Everyone thirsting and
hungering for a government of
justice, peace and perfect in-
tegrity must wait for God to
carry out that covenant to the
full. It is our privilege to tell
those of good will about this
covenant. W 12/12,3



Monday, April 13

A mere remnant will return,
the remnant of Jacob, to the

Mighty God.~—Isa. 10: 21.

Jesus Christ is himself the
great Immanuel. His remain-
Ing spiritual brothers on earth
today are a modern Shear-
jashub. During World War I
they came into a captive state,
in spiritual and physical ways.
These children of God were
expecting that World War I
would worsen into world revo-
lution and world revolution
would turn into world anarchy
that would spell Armageddon
for all nations. But had that
proved true, and had God un-
leashed the foretold battle of
Armageddon at that time, these
spiritual brothers of the Great-
er Isaiah under their spiritual
bondage to the worldly nations
might have been destroyed
with the nations. They might
have been like Sodom and
Gomorrah. But God long ago
gave Isaiah a son named Shear-
jashub, which name means “A
mere remnant will retarn.” To
fulfill that name, Jehovah had
to give Jesus Christ, the Great-
er Isaiah, a remnant of “young
children,” his brothers, who
had returned to Jehovah’s or-
ganization. The facts show
that he did so. W 11/15 21

Tuesday, April 14
As for your eyes, straight
ahead they should look, yes,
your own geaming eyes should
gaze siraight in front of you.
Smooth out the course of your
foot . . . Do not incline to the

right hand or to the left.

—Prov. 4:25-27.

We are under no obligation
to give away our material
possessions, but we are under
the principle that Jesus laid
down: If we see that our pos-
sessions are taking our eyes
off the prize of life, then we
would rather say good-by to
those distracting possessions
than keep them and take a
chance on losing the race. No
possession, no material belong-

ings, should ever be allowed
to become so important, so big
in one's life that it takes our
eyes off the prize. In today’s
world, it is not likely that a
single possession will take our
eyes off the prize; it is the
multitude of things, belongings,
leasures, hobbies and the anx-
ieties of life. All together the
multiplicity of distractions ex-
ert a strong power, making it
difficult—and yet at the same
time more vital than ever—to
obey the Bible command for
the race, as noted above. W
9/15 14

Wednesday, April 15

Now the [Bereans] were more
noble-minded than those in
Thessalonica, for they received
the word with the greatest
readiness of mind, caerefully
examining the Scriptures daily
as to whether these things were
so.—Acts :

In order to qualify as wit-
nesses of Jehovah and King-
dom publishers a continuous,
properly directed study is re-
quired. By Jehovah’s unde-
served kindness we have ad-
vanced from being mere Bible
students. Studying the Bible
and other publications of the
Watch Tower Society that ex-
plain it is merely a means to
an end. That end is not_ to
develop beautiful personalities.
That end is that we might
be instruments of God for an
honorable use by him, prepared
for every good work. As we
study, our desire to study in-
creases and so also does our
desire to share with others
what we have learned. We
realize that the days are wick-
ed; hence we must keep a
strict watch as to how we walk,
buying out the opportune time
for ourselves, making the most
of every opportunity to in-
crease in accurate knowledge.
We must_be like the Bereans
who readily received the word
of Paul and daily compared it
ivith1 éhe Scriptures. W 7/1

T,



Thursday, April 16

The generous soul will itself
be made fat, and the ong¢ freel
watering others will himself
also be freely watered.
—Prov, 11:25

How true those words! By
serving our gains in knowledge
and understanding out to
others we clinch what progress
we have made, If we become
full of our gains of new and
enlightening things, we will
overflow spontaneously. Espe-
cially will this be true at the
Kingdom Hall, at the congre-
gational book study, or in the
homes of the people when we
are witnessing from house to
house or when we are calling
back on sheeplike persons in-
terested in studying the Bible.
All this serving of progressive
knowledge out to others pleas-
antly makes us stir up the
knowledge in our own mind
and impress it there; and the
process of explamin% it to
others helps us to understand
it better ourselves. It gladdens
us at perceiving that we have
a grasp of the progressive
knowledge and have positively
made it our very own, useful
to us as educators of God’s
Word. Such stimulation puts
new life into us and fortifies
us for our future needs. W
12/15 14,15a

Friday, April 17

Now . . . being in a certain
pvlace praying, when he
stopped, @& certain one of his
disciples said to him : “Master,
teach us how to pray.”’
—Luke 11:1.

Jesus persevered in prayer
throughout his ministry. Re-
peatedly we read of his retir-
ing to pray in private: “Hav-
ing sent the crowds away, he
went up into the mountain by
himself to pray,” continuing
therein until early morning,
when he hastened to his disci-
ples who were being threatened
by a storm, (Matt. 14: 23) Be-
fore choosing the twelve apos-

tles Jesus “went out into the
mountain to pray, and he con-
tinued the whole night in
prayer to God.” What an ex-
ample for us to supplicate God
earnestly when faced with mak-
ing weighty decisions! Then
again, it was when Jesus took
Peter, John and James up into
a high mountain to pray that
the marvelous transfiguration
scene took place. In answer to
Jesus’ prayer? Undoubtedly!
And instrumental in our re-
ceiving the model prayer was
Jesus’ own example of praying,
even as noted above. If we are
wise we will likewise persevere
in prayer, just as Jesus did.
—Luke 6:12; 9:2830. W
8/15 11, 18

Saturday, April 18

I am exulting over your saying
just as one does when finding
much spoil.—Ps. 119: 162.

‘When we sit down to study
let us have clear minds, put-
ting aside other things for the
moment, What are you think-
ing about now? Are you con-
centrating on what you are
reading? Or_ are you preoccu-
pied with things in your home
or what you are going to do
tomorrow? You are spending
valuable time reading this.
Then is it not wise to be practi-
cal and absorb all the spiritual
things presented here? Think
about other things when you
are_mnot engaged Iin theocratic
study. This is just one example,
The same principle can be ap-
plied to any meetings we attend
for Bible study. We can culti-
vate the quality of concentra-
tion, We shall achieve this only
by being more interested in
what we are studying than in
anything else. When one is
very much interested in a sub-
jeet, concentration becomes al-
most automatie. One can culti-
vate the ability to concentrate
by reminding oneself of this
fact each time one starts to
study, bhaving the mental atti-
tude of the psalmist, as above
expressed. W §/15 19, 20



Sunday, April 19

But we desire each one of you
to show the same industrious-
ness so as to have the full
assurance of the hope down to
the end, in order that you may
not become sluggish, but be
imitators of those who through
faith and patience inherit the

promises.—Heb. 6: 11, 12.

If we have allowed the cares
of this world to choke our
appreciation we must quickly
take the sword of the spirit
and cut loose from such en-
tanglements. Let its inspired
counsel show us what Jehovah
expects of us; then ask his
help through prayer that his
spirit_and truth may set us
free. Our mature brothers will
do_all within their power to
help us show appreciation to
God, they haviug the same
attitude as Paul. If compla-
cency or apathy has made us
susceptible to the plague of
ingratitude that paralyzes the
mind and hands and weakens
the feet that should be working
acd walking to meetings and
out into house-to-house King-
dom service, hasten to take
corrective measures. (Heb, 12
12, 13) Avoid the mistake
Demas made in highly appreci-
ating the value of anything
this world has to offer.—2 Tim.
4:10, W 2/15 13, 14a

Monday, April 20

Let us approach with sincere
hearts in the full assurance of
faith, having had our hearts
sprinkled from a wicked con-
science and our bodies washed
with_clean water.
—Heb, 10: 22.

David wanted clean hands
and innocency before God so
that he could worship before
Jehovah’s altar. In his ex-
gression: “I shall wash my
ands in innocency itself, and
I will march around your
altar, O Jehovah,” he must
have had in mind the copper
basin that was set near the
altar and that was used by
the priests, (Ps. 26:6) David,

however, wanted to have hands
morally clean, cleansed by
God’s truth. Today anyone
that comes to the place of wor-
ship, pictured by God’s altar,
must be clean. He cannot be
contaminated with old-world
living and its sordid activity.
‘What the priests did back
there we must in reality do
now. After speaking about
cleanness, in the words quoted
above, Paul further urges not
to forsake the gathering of
ourselves. Yes, we must as-
semble in thesc last days, but
must always be clean in our
worship, which includes our
daily and lifelong activities,
W 1/1 18, 19

Tuesday, April 21
1 will pour out my Spirit upon
all flesh; and your sons and
your daughters shall ;}rophesy,
your old wmen shall dream
dreams, your young men shall
see visions.—Joel 2:28.

The facts show that in the
year 1914 God's kingdom in
the hands of his Christ was
brought to birth in the heav-
ens. We are therefore in the
“times of restoration of all
things of which God spoke
through the mouth of his holy
groghets_of old time,” (Acts

: 21) Since 1919 God’s organ-
jzation has risen up to let the
light of his glory shine amid
the gross darkness of this
world, and the time has come
for the fulfillment of his prom-
ise: “I will make thy chiefs
peaceful and thine overseers
righteous.” (Isa. 60:1, 2, 17,

X; Thomson; Bagster)
We are living also in the time
of the final fulfillment of Joel's
prophecy quoted above, telling
of the outpouring of God’s holy
spirit. Therefore, cven though
we are living almost nineteen
centuries after apostolic times
ended and the miraculous gifts
of the holjy gpirit passed away,
we _should still expect the
spirit’s activity to include ap-
fgiuii%xg overseers, W 1/15



Wednesday, April 22

And you, fathers, do not be
irritating youwr children, but
g0 on bringing them up in the
discipline and authoritative ad-
vice of Jehoveh.—Eph. 6:
Among the things children
must be taught as they grow
up is respect for others. If it
is required_of the child at
home, it will be natural out-
side the home. If it is prac-
ticed by the parents them-
selves, the children will have
a good example to copy. De-
pendability is important. Chil-
dren must be taught to accegt
responsibility. They should be
taught how to think reliably
and how to make proper de-
cisions. Reason things out with
them, impressing on their
minds the Christian principles
that guide right conduct, the
harm that comes to one from
wrongdoing, and the blessings
that result from following the
right course. Merely command-
ing them to “Do this!” or
“Don’t do that!” will not
achieve that goal. Proper de-
velopment of these and many
other traits is at least as im-
portant as %'oper growth of
the body. arents are en-
trusted with this important
assignment.—Jer. ?0:23;
Prov. 3:5, 6. W 9/1 19

Thursday, April 23

Incline your ear and come to
me . . . and I shall readily
conclude with you people an
indefinitely lasting covenant
respecting the loving-kind-
nesses to David that are faith-
ful.—Isa, 55:

A study of this word “lov-
ing-kindness” will reveal that
it means more than being
kind because of a loving mo-
tive. It establishes a relation-
ship between the one express-
ing loving-kindness and the re-
ceiver of it. It is a kindness
that lovingly attaches itself to
the object of the loving-kind-
ness and that sticks to him
with a loyalty that will not let

go until the worthy purpose of
the loving-kindness has been
realized. The New World
Translation in its marginal
reading gives the alternate
reading “loyal love” for the
Hebrew word hhésed ; for this
Hebrew word in the plural it
ives “‘acts (or, cases) of loyal
ove,” “full loving-kindness,”
or “full loyal love.” A recently
issued Hebrew-English lexicon
suggests that these should read
“continual proofs of loving-
kindness.” This repeated prov-
ing of God’s loyalty is what
makes it faithful. God always
shows himself loyal; do we?
W 12/1 9, 10

Friday, April 24

One thing I have asked from
Jehovah . . . that I may dwell
in the house of Jehovah all
the days of my life, to behold
the pleasantness of Jehovah
and to look with apf))reciation
upon his temple.—Ps. 27: 4.

You who are young, why not
direct your cnergies into the
full-time service? Bethel
branch home, Gilead School
and the pioneer service are
marvelous goals. Work toward
one of them, In fact, the great-
est heritage you parents can
bestow upon your children is
the desire to serve Jehovah full
time. Youth also must resist
materialism, and parents can
help their children much along
these lines. Those who teach
their children respecting true
spiritual values provide a
splendid means for combating
delinquency. Set a proper ex-
ample by attending and partic-
ipating in the meetings reg-
ularly. Remember, good train-
ing in the early formative
years will provide a real foun-
dation that will act as a
mighty bulwark against ma-
terialism in later years. Yes,
parents, instill in your chil-
dren the appreciation expressed
above and gain untold bless-
ings for yourselves and your
family. W 10/1 14, 15



Saturday, April 25

Do you not know that you
people are God’'s temple?
—1 Cor. 3: 16.

At his thieflike coming the
awake Christians would keep
possession of their outer gar-
ments. (Rev. 16:15) Those
found asleep would lose their
outer garments. Christ would
remove their garments from
them, leaving them to walk
naked and expose their parts
of shame in disgrace. To what
place, though, is it that he
comes? To the spiritual temple
of God. That is to say, to both
the true and that which falsely
claims to be God’s temple. Let
us understand the matter clear-
]CY as to the temple. To true
hristians or true followers
and imitators of Christ, Paul
wrote the words stated above.
The Jews’ temple in Jerusalem
was destroyed A.D. 70. Since
then the only temple to Jeho-
vah in existence has been the
spiritual temple, in which God
dwells by his holy spirit. The
spiritual temple is made up of
living stones, Christ himself
being the foundation corner-
stone and his 144,000 chosen
followers being living stones
built on him. This is the
temple to which he comes as
Chief Overseer. W 12/15 3,4

Sunday, April 26
And I said: “I am not going
to maeke mention of him, and I
shall speak no more in his
name.”” And in my heart it
proved to be like a burning fire
shut up in my bones; and 1
got tired of holding in, and I
was unable to endure it.
—Jer. 20:8.

To keep our Christian bal-
ance we must have steadiness.
We must have the same
mental attitude as did Jere-
miah when he said the fore-
going and as did the apostle
Paul when he exclaimed:
“Really, woe is me if I did not
declare the good news!” (11
Cor. 9:16) Both were truly
steady in their ministry. No

one had to call on them month
after month to encourage them
to be active in it. They were
moved from within by their
own love for God and zeal for
his truth. The same must be
true of us today. Those show-
ing unsteadiness in the minis-
trﬁ' lack good spiritual balance.
They walk as if they are un-
certain  of where they are
going. Such are irregular not
only in the field ministry but
also in_their meeting attend-
ance. They do not have the
appreciation for service that
Jeremiah and Paul had, nei-
ther do they appreciate the
counsel at Hebrews 10: 24, 25,
not to forsake the assembling
of mixiselves together, W 6/15

Monday, April 27

For with the heart one exer-
cises faith for righteousness,
but with the mouth one makes
public declaration for salva-
tion.—Rom. 10: 10.

Dedication means the start
of & new mental attitude that
from now on shapes one’s life
course as a firm and willing
doer of God’s revealed will. In
this respect dedication marks
a decision that must be carried
out, When we dedicate our life
to Jehovah we expect him to
live up to his promises, and
there 1s no question that he
will do so. Jehovah, too, ex-
pects the one whom he receives
to carry out his dedication.
There is no such thing as a
gartial dedication ; that is, to

old back, or deciding within
one’s own mind to dedicate to
God in any limited manner.
Nothing may be permitted to
jeopardize the completeness of
our dedication. So, truly a
serious responsibility accom-
anies this dedication to God.
We may not be lulled into the
frame of mind that preaching
God’s Word is merelg _discre-
tionary. It is an obligatory
part of the assignment to
work, just as it was in the
case of Jesus Christ. W 8/1 14



Tuesday, April 28

That fact that he resurrected
him from the dead destined no
more to return to corruption,
he has stated in this way: “I
will give you people the loving-
Lkindnesses of David which are
dependable.’—Acts 13: 34.

O so much depended on_that
sole kingdom Heir, Jesus
Christ! When he died and was
buried, it looked as if at last
a man of the house of David
was to fail to sit upon his
throne, which was the throne
of Jehovah. Prophbecy long ago
foretold that the prince of the
covenant would be broken by
a contemptible person, Emper-
or Tiberius Caesar of Rome.
(Dan. 11:21) Jesus lay broken
in death. Seemingly it was an
impossibility now to revive the
kingdom covenant with David.
Yet the real imﬁossibility was
for God Almighty to let his
covenant fail. His loving-kind-
ness, his loyal love, which was
promised in the covenant and
which was righteously due to
this loyal Son of God, Jesus
Christ, could never Jet the
covenant fail. God’s resurrect-
ing Jesus was an expression of
lovini-lkindness in support of
the kingdom covenant with
David. W 12/1 8, 9a

Wednesday, April 29

We are not peddlers of the
word of God as many men are,
but as out of sincerity, yes, as
sent from God, under God's
view, in company with Christ,
we are speaking.—2 Cor. 2:17.

The Kingdom interests have
been placed entirely in the
custody of the faithful and
discreet slave class. (Matt.
24:45-47) This servant must
watch over all the sheep con-
stantly. What a tremendous
responsibility ! The souls of all
the hundreds of thousands of
sheep have been placed under
the care of God’s shepherd
class on earth, the faithful and
discrect slave. That class must

give an_accounting to God for
their shepherding work. Let
us not think that those who
compose the shepherd class
treat this responsibility lightly.
They know only too well that
God and Christ are holding
them responsible for the lives
of the sheep. We are being
served and cared for today by
God-fearing men who are
aware that their treatment of
us is being constantly consid-
ered by those in heaven, even
as Paul notes above. Yes, we
are a protected flock. No harm
will come to us from our faith-
ful brothers. W 8/15 26a

Thursday, April 30

Happy is the one that stays
awake and keeps his outer gar-
ments.—Iev. 16: 15,

That the spiritual temple is
the place to which Christ must
come appears to have support
in his mention of staying
awake and keeping one’s outer
garmeunts to avoid having to
walk naked and let people see
one’s parts of shame. This
could be a reference to a pro-
cedure that was followed in
God’s temple at Jerusalem in
the earthly days of Christ. In
that temple the sons of the
ancient family of Aaron served
as priests and the Levites
served as assistants. The over-
seer of the Temple Mount was
accustomed to make the rounds
of all twenty-four stations of
the temple during the watches
of the night. It was therefore
necessary for each watchman
to remain awake at his post
constantly in order not to he
caught off guard by the over-
seer. It was also necessary to
open the door to another officer
that was in charge of casting
of lots for the temple services.
According to the Mishnah, if a
guard was found asleep the
overseer of the Temple Mount
would beat him and even had
the right to burn his raiment.
W 12/15 7,10,9



Extending and Peopling Our Spiritual Paradise.

—Ezek,

36:10,

AT.

Friday, May 1

I will cause you to be inhabited
after your former estate, and
will do better unto you than
at your beginnings: and ye
shall know that I am Jehovah.
—Bzek, 36: 11, AS.

It is well for us_to realize
thoroughly that while the in-
crease is certain, due to the
fact that Jehovah brings it,
it is for his own %S?Od purpose
that he does so. Why does he
grant prosperity upon his wor-
shipers? Because they give
glory to his name and because
of his own name’s sake. That
this beautiful prophecy finds no
fulfillment in any political na-
tion of earth is evident in the
practices of such nations. And
yet the prophecy is true. We
see it fulfilled upon those who
are in fact today the Israel of
God, spiritual Israel, the Chris-
tian congregation. If we are to
share in the blessings of to-
day’s spiritual prosperity we
must not merely be aware of
the increase Jechovah is bring-
ing, but be awake to its sig-
nificance, be associated with it,
be attentive to God’s truth.
W 2/1 4,5

Saturday, May 2
And many peoples will certain-
ly go and say: “Come, you
people, and let us Zo up to
the mountain of Jchovah, to
the house of the God of Jacob.”
—Isa.2:3.

Never before had so man
Christian witnesses of Jehova
been assembled together at one
time as at their Divine Will
assembly. It was not merely an
international assembly, it was
also an interracial one. In real-
ity it was a Christian human
family assembly. Despite the
way they look on the surface
or despite the difference in
languages that they speak,
they are all one flesh, created
by one God and redeemed by

one sacrifice, his Son. Further-
more, their basis for thus as-
sembling together rested not
just on their natural oneness
of flesh; it rested more solidly
upon their oneness of Chris-
tian personality, where ‘“there
is neither Greek nor Jew, . ..
foreigner, Scythian, slave, free-
man, but Christ is all things
and in all.” (Col. 3:10, 11)
That assembly was thus mere-
ly one mammoth manifestation
of the fulfillment of Jehovah’s
prophecy by Isaiah, as noted
above. W 11/1 5, 6

Sunday, May 3

I will set among them a sign,
and I will send some of those
who are cscaped to the nations,
.. . and they will for certain
tell about my glory among the
nations.—Isa. 66: 19

Today the spiritual remnant
stand forth as a sign to all the
world. Like Shear-jashub of
old, they are a visible proof
from God that the remnant has
returned. They are physical,
tangible evidence that Jehovah
is faithful to his word and hus
fulfilled the prophecy long
ago pronounced in his holy
name, as noted above. All men
should watch this remnant as
a sign from God. Since they
were liberated as a sign, they
must serve as evidence, as
indicators of something to all
the nations in this time of the
world’s end. They must stand
forth as living proof that Je-
hovah is able by his holy arm
of strength to deliver and save
his people from the power of
the enemy. To this end he had
to send the remnant, to make
them known to the ends of the
carth, This he dcclared he
would do in order that he
might carry out a global gath-
ering of sheeplike people from
the four quarters of the earth.
iIsn. 66:18-22. W 11/15 23,



Monday, May 4

Trust in Jehovah with all your
heart and do not lean upon
your own understanding. In all
your ways take notice of him,
and he himself will make your
paths straight.—Prov. 3: 5, 6

Paul warned that after his
going away a forsaking of
God’s way would take place
due to some relying upon their
own understanding, and that
these would lcad a still greater
number to do the same thing.
(Acts 20 : 29, 30) Further, Je-
sus warned that in the last
days there would also be a
falling away. So let us be
aware and vigilant lest we
fall into the snare of drawing
our own conclusions and turn-
ing to a course of rebellion.
Pages and pages of the Bible
have recorded information for
the guidance of those who de-
sire righteousness and want to
follow a faithful course. Jeho-
vah does not license man’s
judgment to sway his organiza-
tion on earth, but requires
man’s complete acquiescence to
his divine judgment. Exclusive
devotion to him is our obliga-
tion in view of our having
freely volunteered our servi-
tude and dedication of life
to him., W 4}/1 16, 17

Tuesdav, May §

Go through the midst of . . .
Jerusalem, and set a mark
upon the foreheads of the men
that sigh and that cry over
all the abominations that arc
done in the midst thereof.
—BHBzek. 9.4, AS.

Like Esau, many fail to ap-
preciate spiritual things, but
would rather attend to ma-
terial interests. But whether
the houscholder makes a wise
decision or not, he should find
that we were at his door to
help. We therefore will not
force the truth on those who
have no love of God, but, given
the opportunity, will endeavor
to sow a seed of truth in the
very brief discussion we are

afforded. With well-chosen ex-
pressions we will present just
one pointed Scrigtural thought
that expresses the main point
of the message we have
brought. In fact, we should
prepare our presentations so
that we can do this, knowing
that we may often meet cir-
cumstances where this is neces-
sary. While heeding the ad-
vice of Jesus not to throw the
pearls of truth before swinish
men, our love of neighbor does
make us inventive of ways to
reach the hearts of those who
do sigh and cry because of the
%’Porginations done in the land.

Wednesday, May 6

“Let me pass over, please, and
see the good land that is across
the Jordan.” . . . but Jehovah
said to me, “That is enough
of you! Never speak to me
further on this matter.”
—Deut. 3:25, 26.

Moses had forfeited his right
because he had spoken rashly
at Meribah. And so he prayed
in vain; instead of getting his
wish he was rebuked. Obvious-
lg he had reached the end of

od’s long-suffering. Moses’
reasons were purely senti-
mental, for his presence in the
Promised Land was not at all
essential to the carrying out
of Jehovah’s purposes, for had
not Joshua been apfointed to
lead the people? There are
some sobering lessons in Moses’
experience for us. One is that
our petitions are more likely
to be answered if they involve
Jehovah’s name. Another is
that Jehovah is not at all
swayed by sentimentality but
is motivated and guided by
wisdom, justice and love. Help-
ing to wean us away from all
such self-centered sentimentali-
ty is the model prayer that Je-
sus gave us, for it puts first
things first: the universal tri-
umph of righteousness in the
vindication of God’s name by
xgneilzgs of his kingdom. W 8/15

, 10a



Thursday, May 7

This %ood news of the kingdom
will be preached in all the
inhabited earth for the purpose
of a witness to all the nations
and then the accomplished en
will come—Matt. 24: 14.

Now that we are in_the time
of the end is the Kingdom
good news being preached in
all the inhabited earth, even to
Communist Russia and its
satellites? The hundreds of mil-
lions of people all around the
earth who are being reached
bg' the Kingdom news are
obliged to answer, Yes! By
whom? By us, Jehovah’s wit-
nesses. Among us is found a
remnant of anointed Chris-
tians, but along with them
there are now hundreds of
thousands of persons of good
will. All of them are singing
the new song. As foretold in
Revelation 14:1-5, this rem-
nant was first in_learning and
smginf forth this new song.
But already this new song has
become popular with hundreds
of thousands of delighted hear-
ers, and these people of good

will are joining In singing:
“Jehovah himself has become
king.” (Ps. 96:10) Jehovah

rules even toward our earth,
doing so by means of his en-
throned and empowered King,
Jesug Christ. W 4/15 17-19a

Friday, May 8

And your gates will actually
be kept open constantly; they
will not be closed even by day
or by night—Isa. 60: 11,
We need to keep watch and
stay awake at the spiritual
temple, for whereas the sym-
bolic Euphrates must_dry up
to leave symbolic Babylon
without support or defense, the
streams of people going up to
the mountain of Jehovah’s
house must keep getting fuller
and fuller, runmnig perennially.
Hence the temple gates will
have to be kept open all the
time, in order to receive into
the temple courts the inpouring

crowds of dedicated worship-
ers. There will be an_increas-
ing need of ministers in behalf
of all the added worshipers.
Anyone unclean and evil-inten-
tioned trying to get in and pol-
lute the holy temple will have
to be screened out. All the
faithful worshipers will join
in keeping it clean and holy as
a house of prayer for all
peoples. The need for staying
awake and watching against
any infiltration of what is un-
clean and spiritually danger-
ous becomes all the greater as
the time gets nearer for the
world rulers under Gog to
make their final assault on
God’s people. W 12/15 17,8a

Saturday, May 9

For each one will carry lhis
own load of responsibility.
—G@Gal. 6:5.

With already upward of
seven hundred thousand per-
sons, speaking more than a
hundre different languages,
all congregated as a oew
‘World society around Christ
Jesus as the Right Shepherd,
it is most important for each
one to recognize his proper
place in the organization, rec-
ognize whether he is of the
remnant of spiritual Israel or
of the great crowd associated
with the remnant. That those
constituting the great crowd
must also bear a heavy load of
responsibility Isaiah’s proph-
ecy shows, for after describing
the condition of the restored
remnant it says that those of
the great crowd would be as
strangers that feed the flocks
and as aliens that serve as
plowmen and vinedressers. So
whether of the remnant or of
this great crowd, cach one is
accountable to the one Master
to take hig place in the fertile,
fruit-bearing organization and
then discharge the duties as-
signed. None are exempt from
the King’s service, even as
Paul shows above.—Isa, 61: 4,
5. W71/15 5



Sunday, May 10
Do remember me, O my God,
concerning this, and do not
blot out my acts of loving-kind-
ness that I have performed in
connection with the house of
my God and the guardianship

of it.—Neh. 13: 14.

A great miracle of deliver-
ance will be performed at the
battle of Armageddon, when
Jehovah will destroy complete-
1y the wicked system of things
and at the same time keep
alive men of integrity, whom
he will remember for their acts
of loving-kindness. God’s serv-
ants of integrity today feel
just like Nehemiah, because we
are living in the time of the
purifying of God’s people. All
the true servants of God want
to continue in right worship
and maintain integrity and be
redeemed or delivered through
that battle of Armageddon. We
want to see the time come
when there will be no more
discord, wars, selfishness or
corruption and when everyone
will l}))e praising Jehovah and
blessing him. That will be seen
in completion after the battle
of Armageddon. By faith we
look to and work for that
happy day, but we start living
by the standards of that day
now. W 1/1 24, 25

Monday, May 11

The holy spirit and we our-
selves have favored adding no
further burden to you, except
these mecessary things.
—Acts : 28,

Paul and Barnabas were cho-
sen by a special confcrence of
the governing body at Jerusa-
lem to read a special letter of
instructions to congregations
in Antioch, in Syria and in
Cilicia, to advise them that
circumcision was no part of
Christianity. As good messen-
%‘ers and _general overscers,

aul and Barnabas read this
organization letter to the con-
gregations. They took their as-
signment of service seriously,
knowing they were appointed

not merely by men of the Chris-
tian governing body in Jerusa-
lem but by the holy spirit.
They had to view the matter
this way because even in the
letter that they read to the
congregations the governing
body composed of men put the
holy spirit ahead of themselves.
This applied, too, with their
appointment of Paul and Bar-
nabas. The effect of all this
was to make the congregations
“firm in the faith and to in-
crease in number from day to
day"—Aets 16:4, 5. W /15

]

Tuesday, May 12

Not by bread alone does man
live but by every caxpression
of Jehovah's mouth.

—Deut.

When we study, our motive
must be pure and our minds
open. Our purpose should be
the learning of something for
future use in serving God rath-
er than wanting to boast in
our personal knowledge be-
cause we can answer some
SanturaI questions for our
brothers. By having the proper
attitude toward the treasured
light we can gain God’s spirit,
which is the way to the under-
standing of the Word that was
written under its inspiration.
Personal study is the founda-
tion part of the life of the true
minister of God. We cannot
get along without it. Just as
the strong physical man main-
tains strength through regular
exercise and proper eating, so
the spiritual man must exer-
cise his mind by having proper
sglntual food regularly. Busy
though we are in ministering
to others, we cannot neglect
our personal study, For a little
while we may get by with
hastily taking in our spiritual
food while on the run, but
later on we will feel a loss.
Time must be set aside for
this personal study, making
oneself think, and the schedule
must be held to carefully. W
5/15 17, 18



Wednesday, May 13

Decome steadfast, unmovable,
always having plenty to do in
the work of t%e Lord, knowing
that your labor is not in rain
in connection with the Lord.

—1 Cor. 15:58.

This requires constant study
of God’s Word as well as the
application of its principles. It
acts like the balancing stick
used by a tightwire walker. As
the stick helps him maintain
balance, so the Bible helps us
to maintain balance while
walking the narrow way of
Christian integrity. At times
forces in this world push and
pull us, making it difficult for
us to maintain spiritual bal-
ance. We may be pulled dan-
gerously far one way by the
world’s materialistic attrac-
tions or we may be pushed dan-
gerously far the other way by
worldly persecutions. In either
case our integrity toward God
is severely tried. Our ability to
stay on the narrow way will
depend on how well we culti-
vate our sense of spiritual
balance and upon how skill-
fully we use the DBible as our
balancing pole. With concen-
tration and effort we can keep
our feet stcadfast and unmov-
able no matter how hard the
world tries to topple us. W
6/15 4, ba

Thursday, May 14

Lilkewise let your light shine
before mankind, that they may
sce your right works and give
glory to your Father who s in
the heavens.—Mait. 5: 16.
Jesus taught his disciples
to seek the Kingdom first and
impressed upon their minds the
need of love and humility, He
not only told them to pray to
sod but showed them how to
do it. He taught them to rely
on God, to accept the things
that sustain life as provisions
from God. He built up their
confidence in the Scriptures as
God’s Word by quoting from
them and explaining them. To

a Samaritan woman he ex-
plained that it would be wrong
to limit the worship of God to
some city or mountain, be-
cause “God is a Spirit, and
those worshiping him must
worship with spirit and truth.”
(John 4: 24) In view of man’s
relationship to God, he pointed
out that it is omnly right that
man’s works should be done,
not for self-exaltation, but to
praise God. Jesus had_come to
glorify his Father and to help
men of good will to see their
relationship to Him; so he
made sure that these points
were deeply impressed on the
minds and hearts of his dis-
ciples. W 9/1 2, Sa

Friday, May 15

By myself I do swear . .. that
. .. by means of your sced all
nations of the earth will cer-
tainly bless themselves.
—Gen. 22: 15, 18

Abraham heard God swear
by his own self to this cove-
nant, Of all persons we today
should appreciate the impor-
tance and value of that cove-
nant, We today ought to see
that it is highly necessary that
the nations should bless them-
selves by a God-given means.
Today all the worldly nations,
including the republic of Israel,
are in cirect cursing themselves
by materialism and militarism.
This is not because the prom-
ised seed is not on hand for
nations to procure the prom-
ised blessing. No; it is rather
that the nations have no faith
in God’s own covenant with
Abraham and they are selfishly
and proudly ignoring his sced.
The sheer folly of the nations
in doing this is plain for every-
one to see. The question there-
fore becomes one of personal
importance: Who will procurc
the blessing by God’s means?
Are you sharing in the work
of making this question known
so that lovers of good govern-
ment may bless themselves in
Abraham’s seed? W 12/1 46



Saturday, May 16

Ha; is the one that stays
pggmke.—Rev. 16: 15.
The priests and Levites serv-

ing at God’s temple at Je-

rusalem foreshadowed Christ’s

144,000 victorious footstep fol-

lowers. Today, after nineteen

centuries, there is only a rem-
nant of them still on earth, and
the number of them grows less
from year to year. To these in
particular Jesus’ encourage-
ment noted above is directed.

However, since the year 1931

a great crowd of worshipers of

Jehovah out of all nations have

associated themselves with the

remnant of the spiritual house.

Revelation 7: 9-15 foresaw the

incoming of this great crowd

of sheeplike worshipers of God
and pictured them as being be-
fore the throne of God and
ascribing their salvation to

Him and his Lamb and also

rendering sacred service to God

at the temple day and night.

Because of this mention of

temple service at night, they

also can well take heed to the

admonition to stay awake di-

rected to the spiritual remnant

of the holy priesthood. They
do not want to be like those
who fall asleep and lose their

garments, W 12/15 12

Sunday, May 17

Rejoice with me, because I
have found my shecp that was
lost.—Luke 15:6

Our work as faithful shep-
herds is to make sure that the
voice of the Right Shepherd is
heard, and to do that we have
to carry that voice into every
place possible. The sheep are
lost; we have to search for
them and keep on calling out
so they will know the Right
Shepherd is near. They want
him, but they have lost their
way. If we knew just where to
find them it would] be compara-
tively easy. But we have to
search for them in house after
house, street after street, and

city after city. There is really
great happiness when they are
found, even as Jesus noted in
hig illustration of the shepherd
with his one hundred sheep, of
which one was lost. Often it
takes strength, time and money
to keep on looking for the lost
shee%), but O the joy when they
are found! So keep on sound-
ing aloud the message of Jeho-
vah’s truth. You heard his
voice and now you are happy.
So keep on looking for the
other lost sheep. Be a fruitful
shepherd and gain the Chief
She{herd’s approval. W 8/15
15, 16a

Monday, May 18

Ponder over these things, be
absorbed in them, that your
advancement may be manifest
to all persons—I1 Tim. 4: 15.

A family study of The
Watchtower will be profitable
and especially so where there
are children. The parents are
held responsible for the spirit-
ual upbringing of children as
well as the physical. But what-
ever method is used, we shall
find it necessary to arrange
specifically for a time to study
that magazine. There are so
many demands on our time
that we dare not conclude we
will study only when time per-
mits. Time will never permit.
Time will have to be taken and
used for study. When it is un-
derstood that studying in order
to be a better servant of God is
a basic “must” in life, then one
will take sufficient time for it.
So let us include it in our time
schedule. Put it cn the top of
the list. And do not begrudge
the time thus spent. Remember
that we have dedicated our all,
including our time, to the serv-
ice of God. So let us jealously
guard such time and see that it
is used in a manner pleasing to
its Owner. By thus taking our
study seriously we will inake
progress, which will be mani-
fest to all others. W 7/1 29



Tuesday, May 19

God gave us not a spirit of
cowardice, but that of power
and of love and of soundness

of mind.—2 Tim. 1:7.

Dedication brings with it a
heavy load of responsibility,
and faithfulness in carrying
this load is mandatory, not dis-
cretionary. It means willing
surrender of personal selection
of a course or way of life in
order that God’s will may be
done. Regardless of what may
be brought upon us in the way
of hardship, reproach, ridicule,
persecution, torture or impris-
onment because of our choos-
ing to follow the course of
Jesus Christ, through all such
circumstances we must keep
on doing God’s will, even as
we agreed to do. _We must
therefore have a positive atti-
tude as to our responsibility,
eager to go wherever Jehovah
sends us, even as was Isaiah.
(Isa. 6:8) As we learn God’s
Word and recognize this re-
sponsibility, we do not feel
that the responsibility is too
heavy. Nor may we feel cow-
ardly about it or fearful that
we will fail, Since we expect to
live in God's everlasting new
world, we keep on obeying His
Word that we fear not, ap-
preciating that those havm%
the spirit of cowardice wil
have no place in God’s new
world. W 8/1 11

Wednesday, May 20

Throw your burden upon Jeho-
vah himself, and he himself
will sustain you. Never will he
allow the righteous one to
totter.—Ps. 55: 22,

Because we were conceived in
sin we continually need to pray,
“Forgive us our sins,” pleading
on the basis of Christ’s sacri-
fice. Since God is faithful and
righteous to forgive our sins if
we confess them, how foolish to
bear the burden of sin’s guilt
when we_can be relieved from
it through prayer, resolving to
do better in the future! It is

also God’s will for us to pray
regarding rulers, ‘‘in order that
we may go on leading a calm
and quiet life with full god]y
devotion and seriousness.” Not
that we are to pray that these
might convert to Jehovah’s
pure worship in spite of their
inclinations, but merely that
they should not oppose our
ministry. Such prayers are
therefore not selfish. Included
would be requests that God’s
will may be done in legal cases
being tried or pending. Regard-
ing all such matters we may,
yes, should unburden ourselves

i prayer to God. W 8/15
13, 14a
Thursday, May 21

As for that which fell among
the thorns, these are the ones
that have heard, but, by being
carried away by ancieties and
wealth and pleasures of this
life, they are completely choked
and bring nothing to perfec-
tion.—Luke 8: 14.

Note herc that Jesus shows
that these persons have a
wrong sense of values. They
place too much emphasis on
material things, to the com-
plete exclusion of the spiritual,
and it will cost them their
lives, When a farmer sees that
the weeds are erowding out his
crops he fights for the very life
of his crops, using every means
available to him to root out
and cut down the weeds so his
crops might grow and bear
fruitage. Further, if the weeds
grow too high they can shade
out the crop that is growing
up. So too if we permit ma-
terialism to grow alongside the
fruitage of God’s Word in our
hearts, then it can easily be
shaded out by materialism.
Just as the farmer fights for
the life of his crop, so we as
Christians should fight for the
fruits of the Kingdom ministry
and not allow the weeds of
materialism to choke them out
or gtunt their growth. W 10/1

’



Friday, May 22

Keep . . . shining as illumi-
nators ﬂin the world.

—_— (18

This is the day of perplexity
Jesus foretold. Kaced wit
mounting problems, with the
stubborn unwillingness of the
powerful ones of the nations
to co-operate, and with the
dangers of modern warfare, the
world leaders are perplexed.
(Luke 21:25) Amid this
world-wide perplexity there
should be a message of solid
truth to guide human society.
Of all persons on the face of
the earth. professed Christians
should have the message that
can enlighten all peoples in the
gross darkness that enshrouds
all nations, not excepting
Christendom, “I am the light
of the world,” Jesus said. To
Christians who faithfully fol-
low him he said: “You are the
light of the world.” (John 8:
12: Matt. 5:14) He definitely
said that his true followers
would have the one and only
enlightening, saving message
for this day of perplexity, Long
ago Jehovah promised to pro-
vide his worshipers with the
all-important message which it
is our privilege to spread to
the four corners of the earth
as illuminators. W 11/1 20, 21

Saturday, May 23

This I am saying . .. to move
you to that which is becoming
and that which means constant
attendance upon the Lord with-
out distraction.—1 Cor. 7: 35.

Amid the cares and distrac-
tions of modern life the Chris-
tian runner must maintain a
singleness of purpose. And he
must be certain he is making
}[l)rogress toward his goal. Paul

ad his goal in view; there
was never any doubt of it. We
must run with such determina-
tion to win the prize, with
such singleness of vision. By
reducing distractions we make
time for concentrating on run-
ning the race and winning the

prize. It is this matter of keep-
ing distractions at a minimum
that enters into so many facets
of a Christian’s life. Paul knew
that marriage brought many
distractions; so he advised
singleness as the better course
because of its permitting con-
stant attendance upon _the
Lord without distraction. Yet,
on the other hand, Paul knew
that passion was a distraction
and that it could be a danger-
ous one; hence he wrote: “It
is better to marry than to be
inflamed with passion.” Trying
to iet away from distractions
—that is basic in a Christian’s
life. W 9/15 18, 19

Sunday, May 24
Jehovah, Jehovah, a God mer-
ciful and gracious, slow to
anger and abundant in loving-
kindness and truth, preserving
loving-kindness for thousands,

pardoning iniquity.

—HBz. > 6, 7.

The rescue of Lot and his
daughters was an illustration
for our own day, for the sheep-
like people who are being gath-
ered into the divine favor.
They need to depend so heav-
ily upon that same loving-
kindness, that same loyal love
of Jehovah, to preserve them
through the fiery destruction of
the world organization that is
spiritually called Sodom. These
“other sheep” of the Great
Shepherd need have no fear
that his loving-kindness may
fail. For as many as twenty-
six times Psalm 136 alone re-
peats the reason for lauding
Jehovah, saying: “For his
loving-kindness 1s to time in-
definite.” When he declared his
own name_bcfore the prophet
Moses on Mount Sinai at the
writing of the Ten Command-
ments, he described himself as
above. This God, who resents
being misrepresented and who
demands undivided devotion, is
correct in every detail in thus
describing himself, Hence we
may safely count on his
loyalty. W 12/1 13



Monday, May 25

Now after these things it came
about that God put Abraham
to the test—Gen., 22: 1.

Tests of integrity must come.
Look how Abraham was tested.
He was told to offer his own
son Isaac in sacrifice. Because
Abraham showed integrity and
obeyed, God_ provided a lamb
in place of Isaac. On a later
occasion Jehovah tested his
people, Israel, when he brought
them throu{gh the wilderness.
(Deut. 8:2, 16) Testing is
necessary, but integrity and
endurance are happy rewards.
How many of God’s dedicated
people today will endure these
wicked days and maintain their
integrity to the end? Those
who stand faithful and main-
tain their integrity will be
saved. Forty years, as in Is-
rael’s case, is a long time to
prove one’s love for Jehovah
more than for anything else.
Could any of us stand a test
that long? Many have done so,
even in this day of Jehovah’s
judgment. Meeting_ the test of
integrity means life. Hence
Abraham kept his living son.
The Israelites went into the
land flowing with milk and
honey. We may live in God’s
new world. W 1/1 9

Tuesday, May 26

For this reason I left you in

Crete, that you might . :

make appointments of older

men . .. as I gave you orders.
~Titus 1:3.

The governing body of the
faithful and discreet slave
class is taken from the mem-
bers of this same anointed,
spirit-filled eclass. By God’s
spirit it is functioning. So,
then, when the appointment of
overseers is made by this gov-
erning body in harmony with
the requirements laid down for
overseers, it is really by the
spirit that such overseers are
appointed, although through
human intermediaries, The

governing body always seeks
the guidance of God’s holy
spirit in appomti.ng responsible
men as servants. They do not
act according to any personal
favoritism or any bias. The
things that make an individual
worthy of being made an over-
seer or one of the ministerial
servants are stated in God’s
Word, particularly in chapter
three of Paul's first letter to
Timothy and in chapter one of
Paul’s letter to Titus. All those
requirements of overscers and
ministerial scrvants were writ-
ten down by inspiration of the
holy spirit. W 1/15 20,21

Wednesday, May 27

But know this, that in the last
days critical times hard to deal
with will be here. For men will

be . . . without gratitude.

—2 Tim. 3:1, 2.

Foreseeing the deadly plague
of ingratltude sweeping the
earth iIn these critical last days
before Armageddon, God in-
spired Paul to warn of it 1,900
years ago, that men of appre-
ciation might survive the end
of a world without gratitude.
[ngratitude is the very oppo-
gite of appreciation. Honest
men must now turn away from
an ungrateful world in order
fo survive its approaching end.
To turn away from a world of
ingrates we must cultivate ap-
preciation for all that is good,
upright and pleasing to God.
True appreciation is much
more than simple gratefulness.
To appreciate something is to
esteem its full worth, to feel
a warmth of satisfaction and
approval in regard to it. If
we would avoid the plague of
ingratitude we must show ap-
preciation for the things in-
volving God and true worship
by becoming skilled in settin
values. We must have knowl-
edge, understanding, but, most
of all, sound Biblical guidance
as to what is really worth
while. W 2/15 1, 2



Thursday, May 28

Keep strict watch that how
you walk is not as unwise but
as wise persons, buying out the
opportune time for yourselves,
because the days are wicked.
—Eph. 6:15, 16.

Jehovah has spread a spirit-
ual feast of fat things for his
people to build them up and
strengthen them for the faith-
testing trials that they now
face and that lie ahead in even
greater measure as Gog of
Magog moves in for his attack
in an all-out effort to wipe out
the spiritually R;'ospgmus New
World society. Now is the time
to respond to the invitation to
partake freely of these spir-
itual provisions. New ones
and even others may find that
other interests tend to crowd
out that regular new-world as-
sociation. Is it secular work,
visitors or other activities?
Then we must heed the counsel
stated above by Paul. Yes, it
is going to cost us something.
But if we as Christians have
set our heart on the new world,
is it not the reasonable thing
to do to keep that interest close
in mind and to guide our life
accordingly? Truly it is! W
5/1 4a

Friday, May 29

Neither be murmurers, just as
some of them murmured, only
to perish by the destroyer.
—1 Cor. 10: 10.

The Israelites had many
blessings during their trek
from ligypt to the Promised
Land. Many miracles were per-
formed on their behalf, yet
they murmured against Jeho-
vah. As a result they lost con-
fidence in Jehovah and began
to lean upon their own under-
standing. In their grumbling
they even said that it would
have been better had they re-
mained in bondage in Egypt.
Their rebellious attitude should
warn us today that we do not
fall into the category of rebel-

lion by murmuring against Je-
hovah or against his organiza-
tion at this time. Paul in the
words stated above admonishes
us as to what would happen to
murmurers, and definitely ad-
vises us to avoid murmuring.
This was recorded so we today
might avoid such a tragic
course. If one is not aware and
on guard against this frame of
mind, one soon finds himself
unhappy with the way Jcho-
vah is directing his organiza-
tion, how he appoints his vari-
ous servants to positions of
responsibility and where he
wants them to serve. W 4/1 25

Saturday, May 30

If anyone wants to come after
me, let him disown himself
and pick up his torture stake
and follow me continually. For
whoever wants to save his soul
will lose it; but whocver loses
his soul for the sake of me
and the good news will save it.
—Mark 8:34, 35.

One great evil of material-
ism is that its victims do not
deny themselves. Unseen, like
termites in timber, it cats
away strength and will power,
Catering to the flesh gnaws at
the moral fiber and robs us of
the fruitage of the spirit called
self-control. We should daily
exercise the ability to say no
to ourselves in little things, for
without the daily exercise of
the faculty of effort we lose the
faculty of effort. By denying
ourselves small things we de-
velop the strength to say no to
ourselves when big issues arise.
Being faithful in little, we will
be faithful in much. Our fail-
ure in little things sets the
pattern for failure in big
things. Inability to demy our-
selves can cost us our lives.
Yes, as Jesus went on to say:
“Really, of what benefit is it
for a man to gain the whole
world and to forfeit his soul?”
W 6/122



Sunday, May 31
Keep on, then, seeking first the
kingdom and his righteousness.
—Matt, 6:33.

A principal symptom of the
lack of proper balance is the
placing of social interests
ahead of theocratic interests.
Certainly the person who
thinks his social activities
must come before his duties in
the ministry has an improper
mental attitude toward his
Christian responsibilities and
obligations. His evaluation of
what is important is warped.
He is ignoring his promise to

ut God’s will first in his life.

¢ foolishly puts personal en-

Paying Attention to the

tertainment ahead of his serv-
ice to God., Social activities
have their time and glace, but
they should not be allowed to
infringe u@on congregational
activities. The balanced Chris-
tian will allot them a reason-
able amount of time and atten-
tion, but no more. He will do
the same with any hobbies h
may have. At all times he will
?ut his Christian activities
oremost. All in the New
World society should take a
close look at themselves to see
if they have this or any other
symptom of unbalance. If a
weakness is spotted, work on
it! W 6/15 28-30

Flock of God.——Acts 20:28.

Monday, June 1

I am the right shepherd; the

right shepherd surrenders his

soul in behalf of the sheep.
—John 10: 11.

Do you want to be a true
and faithful undershepherd
and also an obedient sheep? If
you do, then you must follow
the Leader, Jesus Christ. Con-
sider his course so that his
steadfastness, humility and
courage may become your
example. In ancient times
sheep were preferably entrust-
ed to the care of the sons or
daughters, and not to hire-
lings. For example, David
cared for his father’s sheep
and on one occasion delivered
the sheep entrusted to his care
from a lion and from a_bear,
(1 Sam. 17:34, 35) David
was a true shepherd. His fore-
most consideration was to pro-
tect the sheep. The Lord Jesus
Christ did just that for the
flock of his heavenly Father,
endangering and finally giving
his own life for them. What a
Shepherd ! He is the one whom
we all look up to and joyfully
follow. The Shepherd, who is
also the Liamb, is adored by all
who are God’s sheep. How
blessed we are to know_these
marvelous things! W 3/1511,9

Tuesday, June 2
Be filled with the accurate
knowledge of his will in all
wisdom and spiritual discern-
ment, in order to walk worth-
ily of Jehovah to the end of
fully pleasing him.—Col.
1:9, 10.

A wonderful provision of
Jehovah is the regular meet-
ings where we can discuss
spiritual things we have al-
ready studied and gain an-
swers to questions or points
that trouble us. For our own
good we must take an active
part in giving comments. By
thus keeping close to the or-
ganization and by helping
others with their study of the
Bible, we oursclves can be
filled with accurate knowledge.
And the more we use our
knowledge of the truth the
more we understand and bave
spiritual discernment, for it is
through use that we have our
“perceptive powers trained to
distinguish both  right and
wrong.” (Heb. 5:14) Spir-
itual knowledge has been pro-
vided for us in abundance. If
we have filled up our minds
with accurate knowledge we
know how to walk before Je-
hova}é and please him. W §/15

s



Wednesday, June 8

A certain man was spreading
a grand evening meal, and he
invited many. But they all in

common started to beg off.

—Luke 14: 16, 18.

There are a large number
associated with us who profess
to be fully dedicated to God’s
service and who are free of
hinding Scriptural obligations,
yet, for one excuse or another,
they attempt to beg off from
assuming the responsibilities
that go with pioneering. May
it not be said that these per-
sons are out of their proper
place in the New World so-
ciety? Are they not out of or-
bit, wandering carefree off
course, attempting to remain
free of the restrictions and
routine of full-time pioneer
service? This is certainly a
foolish and dangerous course
to pursue, for it borders on the
attitudehad by thosein Jesus’ il-
lustration who begged off from
attending a special banquet.
They were so preoccupied with
selfish interests that they
passed up an opportunity of a
lifetime! True, it would have
inconvenienced them somewhat,
but what surpassing joys and
blessings they would have had
if only they had made room in
their lives for the extraor-
dinary privilege offered them!
W i/15 16

Thursday, June 4
Self-exaltation aend pride and
the bad way and the perverse

mouth I hage Ilfgated.—Prov.

The proud in heart are de-
testable to Jehovah because
they are not secking him nor
the truth that comes from him.
Their thoughts are only on
how they can exalt themselves.
They refuse to give praise to
Jehovah. Pride, arrogance,
haughtiness—all these are
characteristics of the wicked.
The proud in heart not only
fail to seek God but they op-
pose him and persecute his

servants. Thus proud Pharaoh
hotly pursued the Israelites,
and that to his own destruc-
tion. Pride, in faet, lays a
foundation for all kinds of
wickedness, yes, to the rep-
rehensible wickedness of
teaching false religion, as Paul
shows at 1 Timothy 6: 3-5. No
wonder the proud, those puffed
up with pride, are so offensive
to God! But why so many
warnings about pride if it is
the characteristic of wicked
ones? Because it can crop up
in a Christian’s life and prove
disastrous, because pride is a
part of the old 1%)ersonality
that must be put off if we are
to run according to the rules.
W 8/15 5-7a

Friday, June 8§

Happy is the one that . . .
keeps his outer garments.
~—Rev. 16: 15.

In the ancient temple of Je-
hovah at Jerusalem the priests
had to wear drawers of linen,
that their private parts might
not show at any time, in any
position, during their ministry
in the temple. What, then,
are the outer garments that
the remnant of the holy priest-
hood at the spiritual temple
wear and should keep posses-
sion of? Since failure to stay
awake at one’s post of duty
during the night was punished
with the loss of one’s post of
service at the temple and re-
sulted in the disgrace of naked-
ness, the outer garments pic-
ture the insignia or the distin-
guishing marks or evidences of
one’s holding the honorable of-
fice of being a servant of God
and a fellow minister with his
High Priest at His temple, The
outer garments denote the
honored service of being a wit-
ness of Jehovah, rendering
public service to him at his
temple. Such garments are a
gift from God and hence ecan
be taken away by God for the
wearer’s not living up to re-
sponsibilities of his sacred oi-
fice. W 12/15 13



Saturday, June 6

Brothers, take a8 @ pattern of
the suffering of evil and the
exercising of patience the
prophets, who spoke in the
name of Jehovah. Look! we
pronounce happy those who
have endured.—Jas. 5: 10, 11.

Not those who failed do we
seriously consider to grasp
the meaning of dedication ; but
the long line of strong, faith-
ful, courageous conquerors the
Bible mentions. In their life
course we see patterns worth
copying. We can be just_as
determined as they were. We
can be obedient servants of
God as they were, Early Chris-
tians, including Christ’s faith-
ful apostles, were anything but
fearful. Then there were also
men like Abraham, Isaae, Ja-
cob and David, and women like
Sarah, Rahab, Deborah and
Jael, as well as many others
in that long line of courageous
covenant-keeping witnesses of
Jehovah that extends back to
the very time of righteous
Abel. They had a strong an-
chor of hope in Jehovah’s su-
preme power, e¢ven to his res-
urrecting the dead, as Paul
shows at Hebrews 11. Such we
pronounce happy, and having
a like strong faith will cause
us not to fear the enemy even
though it might cost us our
physical life at this time. W
8/1 11

Sunday, June 7

Go therefore and make disci-
ples of people of all the na-
tions, baptizing them . . . ,
teaching them to observe all
the things I have commanded
you. And, look! I am with you
oll the days.—Matt. 28 19, 20.

Certainly Christ Jesus is
with his people now in seeing
to it that this good news of
the Kingdom is preached and
that the discipling work is
going on in a teaching manner
in all parts of the earth. Peo-
ple are being taught, not only
preached to, concerning the

Kingdom ; studies are arranged
in the homes of the people
and they are taught God’s
Word. Paul informed Timothy,
‘You must be qualified to
teach.,” So we must equip our-
selves to do the same. Each in-
dividual Christian is going to
be a teacher as soon as he can
and therefore must be well
versed in the Scriptures. His
own integrity must be estab-
lished through good works,
study and service, and he must
sometime be able to say as did
David: “Judge me, O Jehovah,
for I myself have walked in
my own integrity.”—Ps. 26: 1.
W 1/1 5a

Monday, June 8

To the angel of the congrega-
tion in Ephesus write: ... “I
know your deeds, and your
hard work end endurance . . .
Nevertheless, I hold this
against you, that you have
left the love you had at first.”
—Rev. 2: 1, 2, 4

Like the congregation of
ancient Ephesus, congregations
today may have deeds and
hard work and a record of en-
durance to their credit. They
may not have put up with evil
men, but have gone back to
the apostolic teachings and
ways of doing things by put-
ting up a hard fight for the
faith. For years they may
have borne up for the sake of
Christ’s name and not grown
tired. But the question is,
Have they left the love they
had at first? Because of in-
creasing lawlessness has their
love grown cold? Has it been
alienated by this materialistic
old world? Have they tired of
showing affection for Christ,
which calls for feeding his
sheep and having the mental at-
titude that was in him? Christ
holds it against them if they
have left that heat, zeal and
undividedness of the love that
they had at first. If so, they
need help to get back to where
they were and to recover what
they lost. W 1/15 4a



Tuesday, June 9

Narrow 1is the gaie and
cramped the road leading off
into life, and few are the ones

finding it.—AMatt. 7: 14.

A tightwire performer con-
centrates on keeping his bal-
ance. He well illustrates the
Christian who is walking the
narrow way of Christian integ-
rity. To stay on it he must de-
velop good spiritual balance,
just as the tightwire perform-
er must develop good physical
balance to stay on his wire. As
one slip can be disastrous for
him, so can it be for the Chris-
tian. A safety net stretched
far beneath the performer can
save his life, but he has a long
climb to get back to his wire,
and when he reaches it he
may be so shaken that he has
difficulty regaining his confi-
dence and sure-footedness. One
who loses his balance and
falls from the way of Chris-
tian integrity that is high
above the world’s swamp of
improper conduct may save
his life by sincere repentance.
But his climb back is a long
and very difficult one. Some
who have fallen have not been
able to make it. The course of
wisdom is to avoid falling
in the first place. But this re-
quires good spiritual balance
on the Christian’s part and
constant attention to how he
walks. W 6/15 1-3

Wednesday, June 10
If in the Almighty he finds
exquisite delight, he will call
to God at all times.—Job
27 10.

We should not overlook how
closely related to each other
prayer and love are. Does not
the precious provision of pray-
cr reveal God’s love for us?
On the other hand, love on our
part eauses us to appreciate
what God continually is doing
for us and will make us want
to go to him frequently in the
spirit of praise and thanks-

giving and to linger in his pres-
ence. As the minds of lovers
keep reverting to the object of
their love, so, as lovers of Je-
hovah, our minds should keep
reverting to him and his good-
ness whenever not occupied
with things that require at-
tention and application. And
especially when deeply stirred
because of some blessing re-
ceived will love cause our
hearts to overflow in sponta-
necous cxpressions of praise.
So let us “in connection with
everything give thanks.” If we
find exquisite delight in Jeho-
vah we will be continually
praising Jehovah, yes, ‘seven
times a day.” W 8/15 20, 22a

Thursday, June 11

I will bring them back to their

pasture ground, and they will

certainly be fruitful and be-

come many. And I will raise

up over them shepherds who

will actually shepherd them.
—Jer. 23:8, 4.

When we look at the or-
ganization that has God’s holy
name called upon it and that
works hard to make the people
remember His name, we can
discern that Jehovah has raised
up the promised faithful shep-
herds. He has raised up faith-
ful, conscientious overseers
along with their assistants. By
these he has fed his sheep with
spiritual food and led their
steps into the paths of the
right Christian activity and
the right worship of the true
God. These have led the mem-
bers of the congregations out
into the field to find and gath-
er together all the sheep whom
Christendom’s clergy have left
to wander and to stray. Thus
they have led all the flock of
Jehovah’s witnesses into all
the inhabited earth to bear
witness to the grandest event
of all time, the setting up of
God’s kingdom as the eapital
organization of the universe,
for God’s vindieation and for
mankind’s blessing. W 11/1 87



Friday, June 12

Pass out, pass out through the
gates, you men. Clear the way
of the people. Bank up, bank
up the highway. Rid it of
stones. Raise up a signal for

the peoples.—Isa., 62: 10,

In harmony with their func-
tion as signs and wonders, Je-
hovah has thus commanded
his remnant. The signal that
they raise up is the message
of God’s kingdom. Already
among 170 nations this King-
dom signal has been raised.
Hundreds of thousands of sheep-
like persons, ‘“other sheep,”
have beheld this upraised “sig-
nal.” With joy they have hailed
it. They have assembled under
it, giving their undivided sup-
port to God’s kingdom and
placing themselves under its
protection and under its com-
mands. They have taken up
the only worship that this
heavenly kingdom authorizes
and permits, the lofty worship
of Jehovah God at his spir-
itual temple. Their gathering
is 2 world-wide sign of the last
days of this world, for in its
time of the end is when Isaiah
foretold that that would occur.
(Isa. 2:2-5) So these “many
peoples”’ associate themselves
with Jehovah’s signs and won-
ders. W 11/15 25, 27

Saturday, June 13

It is the acts of loving-kind-
ness of Jehvvah that we have
not come to our finish, because
his mercies will certainly not
come to an end.—Lam. 3:22.

Todag' there is merely a rem-
nant left on carth of the spir-
itual men of loving-kindness
or men of loyal love, that
is to say, men who are pious
or dutiful in performing their
obligations to Jehovah. During
World War I they fell short
and so God became incensed at
them and let them come into
captivity. Why did he not
cast this remnant off during
World War I because of their
shortcomings under the trials

and persecutiong of that time?
Because of his loyalty to his
covenant. Through Jesus Christ
he had taken the members of
this remnant into the kingdom
covenant. Hence he obligated
himself to express the loving-
kindnesses to David that were
promised in the covenant. (2
Sam. 7:14-16) While letting
them suffer the blows of the
sons of Adam, in 1919 Jeho-
vah delivered the remnant who
at heart wanted to be loyal to
him. Then he set them to work
as his witnesses to an extent
never before known. W 12/{
12-14a

Sunday, June 14

If the wwatchman sees the
sword coming and does not
blow the trumpet, . . . and the
sword comes, and takes any
one of them; that man is tak-
en away in his iniquity, but
his blood I will require at the
watchman’s hand.—Ezek.

A watchman who falls asleep
cannot see or note the ap-
proach of danger to the city
and so cannot sound the alarm
and awaken others to the ap-
proaching danger. When Jeru-
salem was about to be destroyed
by the conquering armies of
Babylon, God warned Ezekiel,
whom he had made a watch-
man to the endangered Israel-
ites. Ezekiel was told to staK
awake and keep on the watc
and warn the wicked who
were threatened with the sword
of destruction. He did so. Un-
faithful Jerusalem fell, the
wicked ones died in its de-
struction, but Ezekiel kept his
prophetie, ministerial “outer
garments.” The watch of min-
isters is over precious lives or
souls, as is emphasized in the
instruction to Christians: “Be
obedient to those who are
governing you . . . , for they
are keeping watch over your
souls as those who will render
an account.”—Heb. 13:17.
W 12/15 27a



Monday, June 15

They selected Stephen, a man
full of faith and holy spirit.
—Acts 6: 5.

When, now, the governing
body designates overseers that
meet the Bible’s plainly stated
requirements, it is really the
holy spirit that leads to the
appointing of such overseers;
it is really the holy spirit that
makes such overseers. This
fact becomes more evident
when we note that it is also
the fullness of the indwelling
of the holy spirit in the can-
didate for the office of overseer
that influences his appoint-
ment. The candidate must
show that he is filled with the
spirit by the way he conducts
himself and his family (if he
has one). He must prove that
he has holy spirit by bringing
forth its fruitage, which is
“love, joy, peace, longsuffering,
kindness, goodness, faith, mild-
ness, self-control,” and by im-
paling the flesh together with
its passions and desires. (Gal.
5:22-24) He must show that
he is moved, impelled by God’s
spirit to tuke oversight over
his flock of sheep. In illustra-
tion of this, note the reasons
given above for selecting Ste-
phen for service. W 1/15 22

Tuesday, June 16

Our God is in the heavens;
everything in which he took a
delight he has done.—Ps.
115: 3.

Jehovah has brought his
wonderful increase, and yet it
is in connection with this spir-
itual prosperity that the warn-
ing comes. We must see to it
that, by Jehovah’s undeserved
kindness, the increase results
only in good, in good to the
New World society as a whole,
in good to ourselves individ-
ually. The increase must not
result in our conforming to the
old world. Large size must not
result in our becoming just
formalistic “churchgoers.” The

increase in numbers must not
result in complacency on our
part, because we are not like
1dols, nor are we as the idol
worshipers. (Ps, 115: 4-9) We
have mouths, eyes, ears, noses,
hands, feet and throats, and as
Jehovah’s servants we must be
alive, using our faculties and
resources to the eontinued ad-
vancement of true Christianity,
continuing to stand separate
from the old world, bearing
faithful witness to God’s name
and his kingdom, to the bless-
ing of our fellow man and to
the praise of our God, who “is
in the heavens.” W 2/1 8

Wednesday, June 17

These men are murmurers,
complainers about their lot in
life, proceeding according to
their own desires, and their
mouths speak swelling things,
while they are admiring per-
sonalities for the sake of their
own benefit.—Jude 16,

Murmuring on the part of
one who claims to be a faith-
ful dedicated servant might
mean the beginning of a rebel-
lious attitude and would cause
one who indulges in this form
of rebellion to suffer discipline
eventually, if such a course is
continued, Jehovah was dis-
pleased by the rebellious spirit
manifested by his people in
times past, and he made his
feelings in the matter known
so that those who would per-
sist in such a course today
might know for a certainty
that theyv would come under
his disfavor. “Neither be
murmurers, just as some of
them murmured, only to perish
by the destroyer.” (1 Cor. 10:
10 murmuring campaign
against Jehovah or any part
of his organization will not be
tolerated. Those who have the
oversight in the congregations
are obligated to take action
against those sowing discord
by their murmuring and coursc
of rebellion. W 4/1 26



Thursday, June 18

Let us consider one another to
incite to love and right works.
—Heb. 10: 24.

We have been entrusted with
the responsibility of speaking
the “sacred pronouncements of
God.” It is a trust we may not
shirk. In order to discharge it
we must excel in learning, do-
ing this whole-souled as to Je-
hovah and not to men. To
bring to spiritual maturity the
many persons of good will
daily associating themselves
with the New World society, we
mmust do our utmost to qualify
as workmen “‘with nothing to
be ashamed of, handling the
word of truth aright.” Regular
attendance at congregational
meetings, to listen and to
learn DBible truths, and also
regularly sharing in meeting
the cost of malntaining the
meeting place—these are fine
acts of faith, But to win God’s
approval more is required. May
we be satisfied with attending
meetings and just listening,
letting others do all the work
of communicating and explain-
ing to still others the good
things heard and learned? No,
we must make public decla-
ration of our hope in our meet-
ings, inciting our brothers to
})oveﬁmd right works. W 7/1

“Vy

Friday, June 19
Jesus answered: . . “The
second 18 this: ‘You must love
your neighbor as yourself.’”

—AMark 12: 29,

Not only did Jesus point to
this commandment ; he demon-
strated it. He felt compassion
for the crowds to whom he
preached because they were
skinned and knocked about
like sheep without a shepherd.
His heart weunt out to them,
and that love attracted those
who were of a righteous dis-
position. So we will be recog-
nized as Jesus’ disciples if we
manifest the enduring quality
of love. With godly concern

for the sheep let us thereforc
return to homes time and
again, urging the inhabitants
to become reconciled to God.
True, we may have been cold-
ly turned away or had the
door slammed in our face the
last time we were at a home,
but love is long-suffering. It
does not look for its own in-
terests, does not become pro-
voked. It does not keep ac-
count of the injury. And since
it is love that moves us to call
on them, when we make re-
peated visits we should be just
as eager to help them gain life
in the new world as we were
on our first vigit. W 5/1 12a

Saturday, June 20

Be on the alert and on guard
against every kind of covetous-
ness, because even when a per-
son has an abundance his life
does not result from the things
he possesses.—Luke 12: 15.

Pull up materialism by its
roots, exposing it to the scorch-
ing light of God’s Word and
thereby cause it to wither
away and die. Fight it lest it
make inroads. Because it is so
subtle it can easily make in-
roads and often goes unnoticed
until it has a powerful grip
on us. Hence the value of rec-
ognizing its symptoms so we
can prevent its getting started.
God expects us to provide the
necessary material things, and
we should not confuse that
with materialism. As Paul
shows at 1 Timothy 5: 8, we
must face up to the proper and
Secriptural obligations we have
and discharge them. Any other
course would be displeasing to
Jehovah and a violation of his
Word. The point we want to
keep in mind, though, is the
one that Jesus makes in the
words quoted above. So we
must honestly distinguish be-
tween the providing of the nec-
essary material things and
going beyond that by leaning
toward materialism. W 10/1



Sunday, June 21

My own foot will certainly
stand on a level place; among
the congregated throngs I shall

bless Jehovah.—Ps. 26: 12

The time is now here when
integrity keepers stand upon
a level place, an open plain,
where there is no more fear
of stumbling and where true
worship can be carried on. So
in real happiness with all of
Jod’s people we can say the
words quoted above, as did
Duavid. In this frame of mind
we look forward to Armaged-
don and the complete establish-
ment of God’s new world of
righteousness. Until that day
arrives we will stand on a level
place among the congregated
throngs and bless Jehovah.
Whatever troubles and perse-
cutions may come from the
evildoers, we will continue to
say: “As for me, in my iun-
tegritf' 1 shall walk.”” (Ps.
26:11) Not only will we go
from house to house preaching,
but, when invited into the
homes of the people, there we
will teach them the truth, for
our desire is to gather out
from all nations all the sheep
who love righteousness so that
they too may join in praising
Jehovah in the congregated
throngs. These too must gain
confidence in their ugrightness.
Will you be one of these prais-
ers of Jehovah, walking in
your integrity during the com-
g year? W 1/1 27, 28

Monday, June 22
Rejoicing because they had
been counted worthy to %e dis-
lionored in behalf of his name.

—Acts §:

Under Jesus’ perfect instruc-
tion all but one of his apostles
became like their Teacher. The
eleven and Puul all proved to
be men of appreciation in
every sense of the word. The
suffered much for the trut
and for the sake of the good
news, but did tribulation stifle
their gratitude? When the

Jewish Sanhedrin flogged the
apostles and released them un-
der the charge to give up their
preaching, did they reappraise
their privilege downward? No,
but “every day in the temple
and from house to house they
continued without letup” to
teach and preach. No mistake
about it, the apostles had ap-
preciation. They did not over-
value self, nor money nor
%)leasures. They had gratitude
or God, for Christ, for the
value of godly devotion, and
they proved true to its power.
To these examples we may al-
ways turn with profit, par-
ticularly when a modern world
without gratitude urges us to
stop sharing in the final wit-
ness. W 2/15 11

Tuesday, June 23

He who doubts is like a wave
of the sea driven by the wind
and blown about.—Jas. 1:0.

Unstableness manifests it-
self in persons who are not
firmly grounded in Scriptural
truth, who are spiritually im-
mature. Such ones reveal by
their actions and decision that
the truth is not in their hearts
even though it may be in
their heads. Because they have
a head knowledge of it they
are able to give fairly good
comments, but their hearts are
untouched. They are not moved
to be guided by Scriptural
principles in everyduy living.
They show a lack of faith in
the wisdom of God's Word.
They are like the one James
wrote about, ‘indecisive, un-
steady in all his ways.” The
unstable person permits his
own wisdom and passionate
desires rather than the wisdom
of God’s Word to influence his
decisions. Unwisely he fellow-
ships with persons outside the
New World society who have
no interest in doing God’s will.
Thus he is like the Israelites
who fellowshiped with the Ca-
naanites contrary to God’s ex-
plicit instructions. W 6/15
12,13



Wednesday, June 24

You may be sure, none of you

that does not say good-bye to

all his belongings cen be my
disciple—Luke 1}: 33.

In weighing the matter of
dedication a person might
think, ‘I love God and will
serve him. But as for complete
dedication, I just cannot do
that” At first such may be
one'’s thoughts; but if a person
is in _that frame of mind, then
he should continue studying,
taking in accurate knowledge,
because more mature thinking
will help him to reach the
proper decision. Thig is truly a
vital decision, the full impact
andimportance of which can be
summed up in Jesus’ words
stated above. In their context
Jesug showed that dedication
requires that we soberly count
the cost of taking such a course
and holding to it to the finish.
Nothing should be permitted
to interfere with dedication.
This can include the wife of a
man, or the husband of a
woman, or a family or any-
thing else of this world that
might be held dear. Dedication
of oneself to Jehovah must be
unequivocal in its scope. The
person is duty-bound to render
exclusive devotion to Jehovah.

W 8/119,21

Thursday, June 25

Shepherd the flock of God in
your care, not under compul-
sion, but willingly, neither zor
love of dishonest gain, but
eagerly, neither as lording it
over those who are God's in-
heritance, but becoming ex-
amples.—1 Pet. 5:2, 8
Each undershepherd should
let these words sink deep into
his mind and should go over
them time and again until he
has made them his own, be-
cause this exhortation by the
apostle must be obeyed by
cvery shepherd in God’s or-
ganization, Otherwise he will be
disqualified and disapproved.
The dedicated brothers are

God's flock. They are his in-
heritance. A great trust is con-
fided in shepherds who are
given the care of God’s flock.
These shcep have been re-
deemed by the precious blood
of God’s Lamb; so they are a
purchased possession, a treas-
ure owned by Jehovah. The
sheep are not the property of
the undershepherd, but are
placed in his custody by the
Chief Shepherd. Therefore they
must be cared for as some-
thing done to God himself. All
overseers over any part of
God’s flock must realize the
tremendous responsibility to
God and Christ. W 3/15 1, 2a

Friday, June 26

I know my sheep and my sheep

know me.—John 10: 14,

As we carefully study Jesus’
method of instruction we will
be happy to find our own
teaching ability improve and
our fruitfulness in the minis-
try increase. We should not
expect that all will listen; not
all listened to him. But the
sheep recognized his voice and
followed him because he is the
Right Shepherd. If we teach
the things that Jesus did and
in the way he did, then through
us the sheep will also be able
to recognize the voice of the
Right Shepherd and will eager-
ly turn and follow, not us, but
him. It is one thing to tell
another person, to preach to
him; it is quite another to
teach a person, to help him
understand and believe. Jesus
patiently taught his disciples
about the Father, because he
knew that their taking in
knowledge of God would mean
life. “The fear of Jehovah is
the start of wisdom.” (Prov.
9:10) When they came to
know Jehovah and have a
proper fear of him, they would
show wisdom, they would know
what to do with the things
they learned, because wisdom
is the ability to use knowledge
aright. W 9/1 3, 4a



Saturday, June 27

Have you seen a man wise in
his own eyes? There is more
hope for the stupid one than

for him.—Prov, 26: 12,

All of us today, even those
not in positions of respon-
sibility, can benefit from the
experience of Uzziah. There is
no reason to experience per-
sonally the crash that follows
pride. How does one benefit,
then? By guarding against
presumptuous actions, saying
or doing things out of self-im-
portance that one has no busi-
ness to. Keep your place in the
theocratic organization, never
letting pride cause you to run
in the wrong course, one lead-
ing to a crash. Correction and
discipline come to all God's
servants. If we belittle the
discipline that comes from Je-
hovah through his organiza-
tion, refusing to take reproof
in harmony with his ord,
then we are like Uzziah, who
stubbornly refused to let the
priests deter him from his
presumptuous course. So when
correction comes from Jeho-
vah’s organization, benefit by
it. Do not justify yourself, do
not be wise in your own eyes.
Discipline, though at rst
grievous, yields peaceable fruit,
righteousness and life. W 9/15
10, 12a

Sunday, June 28

[Be] always ready to make a
defense before everyone that
demands of youw a reason for
the hope in you, but doing so
together with a mild temper
and deep respect.—1 Pet.
3:15.

There is need for all of us
to continue advancing to great-
er maturity for our own good
and for the benefit of those
we serve in the ministry. Mil-
lions of people have come into
captivity to lies and are spir-
itually sick. We have been sent
forth to carry the healing spir-
itual light, and as we increase

in accurate knowledge we be-
come more skilled in our work.
We become more versatile,
able to discuss many subjects
and overcome many barriers.
Like proficient doctors we are
able to discern the spiritual
ills affticting the people and
appropriately minister to them.
Just as no one medicine cant
be prescribed for every type of
physical illness, so we must
determine how we are to re-
move the stumbling blocks in
the way of the peoples of many
religions. One sermon on one
subject may serve for a certain
group, but the advanced minis-
ter has a ready answer for
every man. W §/15 2a

Monday, June 29

You must make holy garments
for Aaron your brother.—~Ewx.

When are the “outer gar-
ments” of the ministry at the
spiritual temple bestowed?
(Rev. 16:15) When one be-
lieves in Jehovah as being the
only living and true God and
accepts his provision for sal-
vation through Christ and then
lovingly dedicates oneself to
God in order to worship and
serve him forever. The dedica-
tion being accepted, God takes
the dedicated one into the sa-
cred ministry and clothes such
a one with the outer garments
symbolizing his being in the
ministry at God’s temple; and
Jehovah bestows recognition
upon the dedicated Christian
by giving him sacred privileges
og service. Foreshadowing this,
the priests of lIsrael were
clothed with official garments
to denote their sacred appoint-
ment of service. It is an honor
to wear the figurative gar-
ments of the true Christian
ministry at God’s spiritual
temple. Jesus was thus figura-
tively clothed when he went
about on earth preaching the
good news of God’s kingdom
among the uncircumecised Jews.
W 12/15 14, 15



Tuesday, June 30

Let a different man take his
office of overseer.—Acts 1:20.

In consideration of the spir-
it's fruitage produced by the
candidate and in harmony with
the requirements written by
men under the operation of the
holy spirit, the governing body
acts, being itself moved by
God’s holy spirit. In every
respect, then, God’s spirit
comes to the fore in the matter
of appointing overseers. So to-
day also it may be said that
the holy spirit appoints over-
seers over the flock of God
that he purchased with the
blood of his own Son. If in

course of time any overseer
turns out bad, we must remem-
Der that Judas Iscariot, whom
Jesus himself selected, turned
out bad, betraying his own
Overieer the Chief Shepherd,
to his enemies to be killed.
This required Jesus, after his
death and resurrection and
after the outpouring of holy
spirit on the day of Pentecost,
to select a different man to
“take his officc of overseer.”

So today another man that has
for some time shown the de-
sirable qualities and the nec-
essary good points must be
put in office to replace the
overseer that turns out bad.
W 1/15 23

Giving Warning of God’s Unusual Work.—IJsa. 28:21, 22.

Wednesday, July 1

Observe the commandment in
« spotless and irreprehensible
way.—1 Tim. 6:

Although we live under dif-
fering forms of human govern-
ment and different political rul-
ers, we will not permit men
who fight against God to break
up our unity or to separate
us from the theocratic organi-
zation. Rather, we will persist
in praying for one another and
will carry out the Scriptural
instructions in an irreprehen-
sible way. And even when per-
sccution may get more intense
and we may be scattered physi-
cally or be driven underground
or deprived of our Bible-study
literature, we will keep on
obeying God rather than men
and will preach the good news
of the Kingdom, the only God-
given hope of mankind, by the
uscof our Bibles alone, if neces-
sary, or by just that divine
Word stored up in our hearts.
We will, in all these respects,
strive to keep the command-
ment spotlessly, like our faith-
ful brothers who today find
themseclves under totalitarian
government and dictatorship
and for whom we do not cease
to pray. W 11/1 23a

Thursday, July 2

We have become a theatrical
spectacle to the world.
—1 Cor. 4:

The people and the nations
must know that we have been
among them to give them sol-
emn warning of their end. This
may expose us to their abuse
and persecution. Yet, like the
apostles, we must become a
theatrical spectacle.  What,
then, if we are talked against
and opposed as a sign or are
challenged because of our
preaching the straight truths
of the Bible? We know who is
backing us up. It is Jehovah
of armies. It is from him that
we have the remnant of signs
and wonders today. Hence he
will see to it that what these
signs and _wonders mean and
indicate is truly _fulfilled.
Since Immanuel is with us be-
cause we are precaching the
good news of the Kingdom for
a final witness to all the na-
tions, we know that God is
with us. With such divine help
and according to the divine
will, we are certain to finish
successfully the wonderful and
significant work that Jehovah
of armies has sent us to do. W
11715 20, 21a



Friday, July 3

Jehovah has anointed me . . .
to call out the year of good
will on the part of Jehovah
and the day of vengeance on
the part %f 0111r QGod —Isa.

The remnant have been
anointed not only to call out
Jehovah’s year of good will,
which symbolic year has now
almost ended, but also to call
out the day of vengeance of
our God,” which day is getting
ever closer In proclaiming the
speedy coming of this day of
God's vengeance with its spoil-
ing of the whole world by his
King Jesus Christ, the anoint-
ed spiritual remnant have tak-
en on the sign features of
Isaiah’s son Ma'her-shal’al-
hash-baz. They are proclaim-
ing “Hasten, O spoil! He has
come quickly to the plunder.”
Multitudes of sheeplike meek
people have seen and heard
this sign and wonder and have
read the meaning of it correct-
ly. In the fullness of their be-
lief and conviection, they have
taken their stand alongside
this remnant of Jehovah’s mod-
ern-day “‘signs” and ‘‘wonders.”
More that that, they have tak-
en up the message of God's
vengeance and have given it
an increased spread to all the
nations. W 11/15 15, 16a

Saturday, July 4

Listen, and your soul 1will

Leep alive, and I shall readily

conclude with you people an

indefinitely lastm? covenant

respecting the full loyal love to

David that [is] faithful.—Isa.
55: 38, mar.

The loyalty of God to the
one whom he takes into the
covenant with himself proves
to be faithful, unfailing. This
helps the covenant to stand
firm no matter what the other
party to the covenant may do.
This makes it certain that the
purpose of the loving-kindness
will not fail in disappoint-
ment. Let this fact stand to
His honor and credit: Jehovah

God is loyal. The record of the
loving-kindness of the great
God who preserves his faith-
ful worshipers glows with a
comforting warmth. When it
was first mentioned, Lot lived
in the wicked city of Sodom.
Lot was loyal to the two an-
gels of Jehovah who came un-
der his roof and, in turn, his
survwmg of the destruction of
Sodom was a magnifying of
Jehovah’s loyal love, for Lot’s
uncle primarily, for with him
Jehovah had made the cove-
nant for the blessing of all the
families of the earth. The other
sheep today are like recipients
of Jehovah’s loyal love. W
12/1 10-13
Sunday, July 5
So you, also, have those hold-
ing fast the teaching of the
sectof Nicolaus likewise. I'here-
fore repent. If you do not, I
am coming to you quickly, and
I will fight with them with the
long sword of my mouth.
—Rev. 2: 15, 16
Today the “star” overseer
of a congregation should prove
himself like Phinehas, who
rooted out the sly workmgs of
rehgwus ]eaders like Balaam.
(Num. 22:1 to 25:15) The
overseer of today should lead
the congregation in the march
to the New World. Ile should
neitherobstruet nor permit any
obstruction of our march suc-
cessfully to our destination be-
yond the battle of Armuged-
don. ITe must examine himself
counstantly that he does not
commercialize his prophetic po-
sxtlon, his responsible and im-
pressive office. He must guard
against the infiltrating of sex
worship from this world and
the creeping in of religious
seets. Anyone guilty of such
things neceds to repent, yes, re-
pent without delay, for qulckh
Christ is coming to execute di-
vine judgment. In his mouth
he has the power of second
death for any who let them-
selves be overcome by this
world. W 1/15 15, 18a



Monday, July 6

Iis father and his mother
must take hold of him and
bring him out to the older men
of his city . . . and he must
die. So you must clear away
what is bad from your midst,
and all Israel will hear and
indeed beggme afraid.—Deut.

The same principle applies
today. When parents learn
that their children have fallen
victim to an immoral relation-
ship with one of the opposite
sex, sometimes they are re-
luctant to report this to the
ones who have the obligation
to keep the organization clean
from such practices. Thus the
{)arents become parties to a
awless course of action be-
cause the one involved is their
own flesh and blood. This
close relationship, however,
should have no bearing on jus-
tice. The deed should be re-
ported to the responsible ones
in the congregation, even if it
is one so close as one’s own
child. If one in the congrega-
tion is acquainted with such
a situation and fails to report
it, he becomes a dircct party
to it, and then he too is shar-
ing in a course of rebellion.
Wrongdoing has no place in
Jehovah’s clean organization,
and a faithful servant will not
condone it by remaining silent
and failing to report it. W

€

Tuesday, July 7
Trembling at men is what lays
a snare, but he that is trust-
ing in Jehovah will be protect-

ed.—DProv, 29:25.

Being afraid of public opin-
jion is a manifestation of un-
stableness and indicates a lack
of balance. This is commonly
seen among children who are
painfully concerned over what
their classmates or age group
think and say about them.
They dress, cut their hair,
talk and act as others do. Their
fear to be different makes them
slaves to conformity. What

difference does it make what
others say or think? What if
we do stand out from the erowd
because we do not go along
with them in everything they
think and do? What does it
matter if others think us pe-
culiar for holding to Christian
principles? Their opinion
means nothing, but God’s opin-
ion means everything, for he
can give us life; they cannot.
The stable Christian will not
permit the fear of what others
think or say make him con-
form to the crowd. He will
stand firm for Christian prin-
ciples and keep his balance re-
gardless of adverse popular
opinion. W 6/15 18, 19

Wednesday, July 8
Keep your senses, be watch-
ful.—1 Pet. 5: 8.

Today, as never before, we
have need to be alert, watch-
ful and vigilant, for our three
enemies, the Devil, the world
and the flesh, are placing ever
more obstacles in our way. We
dare not become overconfident
because of the great expansion
of pure worship. On the con-
trary, since “the complete end
of all things has drawn close,”
we have increased need to take
to heart all the warning ex-
amples and explicit commands
in the Scriptures regarding
vigilance. How ecan we keep
vigilant and watchful, avoiding
the snare of overconfidence?
How? By being ever conscious
of our spiritual need. And why
does being conscious of our
spiritual need keep us vigilant
and protect us from the snare
of overconfidence? Because,
among other things, it makes
us diligent to study God’s
Word together with the aids
he has provided for under-
standing it, knowing that we
live, “not on bread alone, but
on every utterance coming
forth through Jehovah’s
mouth,” That Word contains
much warning admonition,
helping us to keep vigilant.
W 8/15 10, 11



Thursday, July 9

Let us hold fast the public
declaration of our hope with-
out wavering, for he is faith-
ful that promised. And let us
consider one another to incite
to love and right works, not
forsaking the gathering of our-
selves together, as some have
the custom, but encouraging
one another.—Heb, 10:23-25.

A great aid to keeping
awake is filling our minds with
new things that we will want
to serve out to others, to all
those with whom we come in
contact, by reason of enjoy-
ing them so much ourselves.
Another powerful stimulant to
wakefulness and to keeping
active in the ministry and alert
to what is going on and to
what it means is our regularly
meeting together with progress-
minded fellow Christians who
are worshiping at the same
spiritual temple of Jehovah.
The fact is, our attending
meetings with fellow worship-
ers is commanded by Jehovah
upon his worshipers. The day
of the final inspection by the
Iligh Priest of Jehovah and
the execution of judgment at
the universal war of Armaged-
don is drawing closer and clos-
er. There is therefore all the
greater urgency to act on the
course recommended under in-
spiration, as noted above. W
12/15 13, 14, 16a

Friday, July 10
Now these things . . . were
wrilten for a warning to us.
—1 Cor. 10: 11,

To safeguard against losing
our privileged place in the
New World society, we should
observe and avoid the pitfalls
into which others have fallen.
Do not let rebellion against
Jehovah take root in your
heart as did Satan. Do not
challenge God’s channel of
communiecation as Korah, Da-
than and Abiram did, lest you
lose your place among those
who will live in the new world.

Do not risk disfellowshiping
by secretly coveting forbidden
things as did Achan. Do not
lie to Jehovah or his appointed
servants as Ananias and Sap-
phira did, lest you drop out of
placeas quickly as they dropped
dead. Do not betray God's
organization to agencics of the
Devil’s organization as Judas
did. That too is suicide. All
these foolish persons lost their
places in God’s theocratic or-
ganization. And do not so
much as even look back, the
way Lot’s wife did, to lose
both her place and her life. Be
on guard, therefore, and walk
circumspectly, in order that
you do not stumble over some
unforeseen obstacle and fall
out of God’s favor. W 7/15 2a

Saturday, July 11

Truly I say to you that this
generation will by no means
pass away until all these
things occur—AMatt. 24:3}%.

During our watch we have
seen all the evidences that Je-
sus foretold would mark the
time of the end of this world
since 1914, We know that ours
is the generation that began
to sce many of these predicted
things come to pass. Ours is
therefore the generation that
must see all of them take place
in fulfiliment of Jesus’ word.
Hence it is the generation
that will see the end of this
old world, just as it was in the
days of Noah. As Noah and
his arkload of family members
and animals survived the end of
that preflood world, so in ful-
fillment of that prophetic dra-
ma some witnesses of Jehovah
like Noah and his family must
survive the destruction of the
old world of today and enter
God's new world of new heav-
ens and a new earth, If we
would be among those survivors
we must now join in singing
the new song about Jehovah’s
having become King and of the
new world as being at hand.
W 4/15 25a



Sunday, July 12

We must obey God as ruler
rather than men.—Acts 5:29.

What happened in the days
of the apostles is happening
today. In the Dominican Re-
public the witnesses of Jeho-
vah have becn beaten and im-
prisoned. In Poland and other
Iron Curtain countries the rul-
ers say the truth may not be
proclaimed because it inter-
feres with communism. Iow-
ever, this does not stop us. We
go underground if necessary
and continue our preaching
and teaching work. Yes, as
true Christians we follow the
Word of God and do not let
ourselves be silenced but prove
qualified to teach. We will
continue to go to the meetings
among the congregated throngs
of God and there learn and
study diligently so that we will
be better qualified to present
the truth with confidence to
other people. We know we
must walk in the footsteps of
Christ and preach and teach.
We must be faithful to God’s
‘Word and follow his command-
ments. We must equip our-
selves for every good work and
be qualified to teach, We must
be carnest about the procla-
mation of the Kingdom, as were
the early disciples, and so
prove our integrity, W 1/1
21, 22a

Monday, July 13
TLet it be, this time, for in that
way it 18 suwitable for us to
carry out all that is righteous.
—Matt. 3:

That dedication and baptism
are divine requirements is
clearly set out in the DBible.
Christian dedication is the act
of a person unconditionally
setting himself apart by solemn
agreement to do God's will
through Christ as that will is
set forth in the Bible. To dem-
onstrate its correctness one
nced merely ask himself, ‘Is it
proper for a person to serve
God, giving him exclusive de-

votion, and should expression
of this desire be made to God
in prayer? The answer is
obviously Yes! Jesus made
known his heart desire to ren-
der service exclusively to his
IFather. As a symbol of that
dedication vow, he was bap-
tized in the Jordan River by
John the Baptizer. He himself
explained to the wsomewhat
hesitant John that this was
necessary in order to carry out
God’s righteous requircments,
and Jehovah himself joined in
bearing witness to that fact.
Jesus pointed out that those
who become his disciples must
likewise be baptized.—Matt.
28:19, 20. W 5/1 6a

Tuesday, July 14
If, therefore, it is I you are
looking for, let these go.
ohn 18: 8.

Jesus protected his sheep
from the false leaders in his
day. One such occasion was in
Gethsemane on his last eve-
ning with his little flock, when
his own disciple Judas betrayed
him there in the garden.
Here we witness the Right
Shepherd in action protecting
the sheep. Llven at this time
he was thinking more of them
than of himself when he said
the words quoted above. He
came to surrender his life for
the sheep, and he did. Not one
of them was lost. Jesus had a
perfect record. While we can-
not attain perfection we can
certainly go a long way toward
it if we follow his example.
IIis constant concern was with
doing one thing, namely, “the
will of him that sent me.” Ie
lived in the fear of God, rec-
ognizing his responsibility to-
ward the sheep. Think! Are
we as much affected, anxious
to render a good account of
our work as a shepherd caring
for the sheep of God? Do we
desire, above all things, God’s
approval? Are we putting the
care of God’s flock above every
other consideration today? W
3/15 12,13, 15, 16



Wednesday, July 15

Father, . . . This means ever-

lasting life, their taking in

knowledge of wyou, the only

true God, and of the one whom

you sent forth, Jesus Christ.
ohn 17:1, 8.

Yes, a prime purpose in
studying the Bible is to become
acquainted with the Father,
its Author. Christians are ad-
monished to draw close to
God, to seek him and call upon
him in faith, so that he will
respond. This can be done by
becoming closely acquainted
with his great textbook, the
Bible. Happy are those who
learn its lessons well! It is an
inexhaustible storehouse of
knowledge. Its Author invites
us to keep on asking for knowl-
edge, which will be generously
supplied. But mere asking is
insufficient. To serve Jechovah
expertly to his praise we must
meditate on his words; we
must dwell upon them in
thought; we must make them
an object of study with a view
to acting thercon. A shallow
reading of God’s letters to us
will be valueless. “With exul-
tation you people will be cer-
tain to draw water out of the
springs of salvation.” Drink
deeply therefrom !—Isa, 12: 3.
W 7/118,19

Thursday, July 16

Before a crash the heart of a
man s lofty, and before glory
there is humility.—Prov,
18: 12.

How opposite are humility
and pride! Pride leads to a
crash, humility to glory. To
win the glorious prize we need
humility; we need it to run
well. Humility, then, is the
garment for us to wear. What
is this humility that precedes
glory and exaitation? It is not
a burdensome asceticism, as
some of the Colossians thought,
for that is but a “mock humil-
ity.” (Col. 2: 18-23) The word
“humility” comes from the

Latin humus, meaning “earth.”
Humility, literally, is lowliness
of mind; it is being down to
earth. It is this quality that
Christiang must wear as a
garment: “Clothe yourselves
with the tender affections of
compassion, kinduess, lowli-
ness of mind,” or, as the foot-
note shows, “humility.” (Col.
3:12) Humility is the oppo-
site of high-mindedness. Yet
“lowliness of mind’’ has nothing
to do with servility, groveling,
cowardice or lack of energy.
The false idea that humility is
weakness deprives one of the
rich blessings of true humility.
W 9/15 17-20a

Friday, July 17

Unreasonable one, this night
they are demanding your soul
. .. So it goes with the man
that lays up treasure for him-
self but is not rich toward

God.—TLuke 12: 20, 21.

Jesus told of a certain rich
man whose Iand produced well.
So he decided te build larger
barns and then take life easy.
He felt that material riches
were sufficient for his need.
However, in all of this he
failed to give glory to God and
relied completely on his ma-
terial wealth, giving little or
no thought to spiritual pros-
perity, even as Jesus indicates
in the words cited above. His
treasures failed to save him.
Actually Jesus gave the right
perspective in his model prayer
when he stated: “Give us to-
day our bread for this day.”
(Matt. 6: 11) Notice, we arc
not to be consumed with long-
range material planning but
only one day at a time. If
anything, we should plan
ahead for spiritual advance-
ment, and even then it is only
as “Jehovah wills.” (Jas. 4:
13-15) This, then, is the prop-
er balance. How foolish it is
to plan ahead to gain material
riches when we do not know
what one day will bring! W
10/1 10, 11



Saturday, July 18
GGive me neither poverty nor
riches. Let me devour the food
prescribed for me, that I may
not be too full end I actually
deny you and say: “Who 1is
Jehovah?” and that I may not
come to poverty and I actually
steal and assail the name of

my God.—Prov. 30:8, 9

If material needs are not
met suffering sets in, bitter-
ness may be sown, and the
fruit produced is a blaming of
Jehovah for troubles, a cursing
of him for woes, and a turning
to thievery to meet wants.
Material shortages can lead to
spiritual poverty. But an
abundance can crowd out spir-
ituality, can even push Je-
hovah out of heart and bring
in a false god. Then the flesh
becomes one’s god and mate-
rialism one’s creed. So we can
have too much materially and
hegin to feel independent even
of Jehovah, thinking we do
not need him. We might fail
to recognize him as our Provid-
cr and ask in the spirit of
Pharaoh of old, **Who is Je-
hovah?’ Tf that happened,
what a shame to us our glory-
ing in material things would
become! W 6/1 11, 12

Sunday, July 19

Go out, . . . you and Shear-
juashub  your son.—Isa. 7:3.

Isaiah’s children as well as
he himself were signs and
wonders in ancient Israel. The
first one was named Shear-
jushub, which name itself was
vrophetic and meant “A mere
remnant will return.” He was
a sign and his name was a
wonder or portent; just as
certain as that son was born
to Isaiah and was called Shear-
jashub, just that certain was
the ecvent that his name fore-
told to happen. Iis name
meant, therefore, that Judah
would be overthrown; Jerusa-
lem and its temple would be
destroyed ; the surviving Jews
would be tuken to Babylon,

and after a long period of
time a mere remnant would re-
turn and rebuild their capital
city and its temple to Jehovah.
So serious was the situation
to become about the survival
of Israel that Isaiah proph-
esied that it would suffer a
destruction as complete as that
of Sodom and Gomorrah if it
were not that God spared that
remnant. (Isa. 1:9) Even as
Isaiah’s sons were for signs,
s0 God’s spiritual remnant are
for signs at the present time.
W 11/159, 11

Monday, July 20

[Hel shall turn back and be
enraged and take action against
the holy covenant. He shall
turn back and give heed to
those who forsake the holy
covenant. He shall seduce with
fluttery those who violate the
covenant; but the people who
know their God shall stand
firm~—Dan. 11: 30, 32, RS.

The test of loyal love to the
Kingdom covenant and to the
reigning Heir of that covenant
is now on! The dictatorial
power that is now bent on
world domination is opposed
not just to democratic Chris-
tendom but primarily to the
Kingdom Heir who came to
power in 1914. Large sections
of Christendom have been
seized by ungodly dictatorial
power., and the clergy Lave
come to a working understand-
ing with it. They have yielded
to flattery from it and have
chosen to serve man rather
than God. Even the clergy in
the “free” part of Christendom
have violated the covenant or
acted wickedly against it. They
have proved disloyal to the
King whom they profess to
follow. But we are no part of
ignorant Christendom. We
know our God. l.ct us show
loyalty to his covenant with
his Greater David by preach-
ing the good news of his king-
dom set up in 1914. W 12/1
22-24a



Tuesday, July 21

On this account I say to you,
Every kind of sin and blas-
phemy will be forgiven men,
but the blusphemy against the
spirit will not be forqiven.
—1latt. 1:

At every turn thc overseer
has to face the holy spirit,
which made him what he is.
I'or good reason, then, he
should bear close to his heart
the warning words of Jesus to
his enemies. With their own
eyes his enemies saw the oper-
ation of God’s holy spirit
through Jesus when he cured
a demon-possessed, blind and
dumb man, so that the dumb
man speke and saw, free from
demon possession. To counter-
uct the effect that this miracle
would have on all other ob-
servers, the enemies of Jesus
maliciously said it was the
spirit of the Devil that had
worked through Jesus to per-
form this cure. Jesus forcibly
argued that it was God’s spirit
that had worked through him
to expel the demon from the
blind and dumb man. To his
giving credit to God’s spirit
Jesus then added the words
stated above. Yes, in view of
all that is bound up with the
matter of appointment, no ap-
pointee should treat his office
ga overseer lightly. W 1/15

Wednesday, July 22

When he speaks the lie, he

speaks according to his own

disposition, becausec he is a

liar and the father of the lie.
—dJohn 8: }4.

The first ingrate was none
other than Satan, who influ-
enced the first human pair to
misappraise the value of God’s
Word. Jesus revealed the fatal
flaw in Satan’s appreeciation.
It was failure to value truth
highly. Jehovah had not creat-
ed Satan so, for, if he had,
then God would in fact be the
Father of the lie and the liar,
but it is impossible for God to

lie. The fault lay with Satan.
Among God’s spirit sons he
was highly favored. He could
have followed the wise course
of God’s only-begotten Son,
the Word, but the self-made
ingrate felt no warmth of sat-
isfaction and approval in God’s
loving counscl. Nor did Satan
highly estcem the association
of loyal spirit sons of God.
The path of ingratitude led to
treason in heaven and earth.
Soon the controversy over Je-
hovah’s universal sovereignty
will be settled to the honor of
Jehovah and the blessing of all
appreciative ones. Surely the
lack of appreciation is the
course of folly! W 2/15 6

Thursday, July 23

If any man . . . does not bmdle
his tongue, . this man’s
form of worship is futile. The
form of worship that is clean
and undefiled from the stand-
point of our God and Father
is this: . . . to keep oneself
without spot from the world.
as. 1:26, 27.

The highest honor a ecrea-
ture could e¢njoy is to be in the
ministry with Christ. This
ministry concerns the true,
pure religion. The pure religion
means life to all intelligent
creation, because it puts and
keeps an intelligent creature
in touch with the divine Fa-
ther, the Source of all life. A
creature’s form of worship can
be wrong and deceive the wor-
shiper’s heart and so _prove
futile, fruitless, death-dealing
instead of life- -giving. If he
does not rein in his tongue and
say, preach and pray right
things about the real God and
his purpose, his form of wor-
ship will result in no blessing
and salvation in spite of sin-
cerity of worship. The one
true religion must not be al-
lowed to become spotted up
with the world’s false religions,
not even with the falsely called
Christian religions of Chris-
tendom. W 12/15 15, 16



Friday, July 24

Go on bearing fruit in_every
good work and increasing in
the accurate knowledge of GQod,
being made powerful with all
power to the cxient of his
glorious might.—Col. 1: 10, 11.

Accurate knowledge brings
us wisdom and spiritual dis-
cernment. It is to be made use
of in walking before Jchovah
and in his service. And as we
- baarmg fruit, doing_ good
work, we shall be increasing in
the accurate knowledge of
Jehovah. Being active in
the ministry, preaching at the
doors and in the homes, is a
good friend to us. By using the
spiritnal knowledge we en-
large our perceptive powers.
We get the full benefit of the
personal study we have done.
How does this come about?
Ior example: before we can
preach we must be prepared.
In our service meetings and at
home we outline Bible sermons
to be given at the doors and on
our back-call visits. Then we
go to the homes of the people
and deliver the scrmons. Peo-
ple ask questions of us and we
find the answers for them in
the Bible, thus enlarging our
knowledge. We repeat the prin-
ciples of Jehovah and thus
implant them more firmly in
our minds. W 5/15 23, 24

Saturday, July 25

And now, O our God, we are
thanking you and praising
your beauteous name,

—1 Chron. 29:18.

Let us not overlook the fact
that prayer is not limited to
asking God for things; it also
includes praising and thanking
him. It is meost fitting that in
our prayers we praise him for
who he is and that we include
expressions of thanksgiving for
all he keeps doing for us. By
cultivating the mental attitude
of praise and thanksgiving we
shall be rewarded with content-
ment, which, along with godly
devotion, is a means of great

gain. A fine example is the
prayer David offered at the
time contributions for the
building of Jchoval’s temple
were made. With fitting elo-
quence he praises Jehovah for
his qualities and then thanks
Iim because all their gifts
came from him in the first
place. Then David petitions
that his people may ever be so
generously inclined and that
Solomon may have a complete
heart toward Jehovah. Let us
imitate David in having our
prayers show that we appreci-
ate the kind of God Jehovah is
and what he keeps on doing
for us. W 8/15 23, 24

Sunday, July 26
Teach me to do your will, for
you are my God. Your spuzt is
good, may it lead me in the
land of upnghtness —Ps.
143: 10,

To receive instruction from
Jehovah we must come to him
as a child to a father whom
he love@ and deeply respects.
Jesus in his model prayer
taught us to approach God in
that way. And James invites
us to seek wisdom from God.
Those who can leave the skep-
ticism of the old world behind
and who remember that it is
not the position of men to
call into question the ways of
God will receive the instruc-
tion they seek. Doubters, scof-
fers and skeptics will not re-
ceive anything from Jehovah,
neither wisdom nor life in_his
new world. The psalmist Da-
vid well stated the attitude of
those who learn from the Great
Instructor: “He will teach
the meek ones his way.” And,
‘He will instruct the man
fearful of Jehovah. (Ps. 25:

9, 12) Their desire is expressed
in Psalm 143:10 above.
They are meek and teachable;
they have faith; they acknowl-
edge him as God; they are
confident that his way is up-
right. With such a proper view-
point, they are in line to learn
from him. W 9/1 4, 5



Monday, July 27
He will sit as a refiner and
purifier of silver, and he will
purify the sons of Levi, and
refine them as gold and silver;
and they shall offer unto Jeho-
vah offerings in righteousness.

—Ual 3:3, AS.

Arce you willing to be re-
fined as gold in a smelter and
have the dross taken off so
that there remains only pure
gold? Some_have gone through
the processing and received a
final “well done, good and
faithful slave.” Others are
still being refined, as Malachi
said they would be. Thousands
of Jehovah’s servants have
gone through such a refining,
a real refining by scorching
heat. Can you take the heat
like those suffering persccution
under the communistic total-
itarian rule in Russia, Poland,
Czechoslovakia and elsewhere?
Look at our brothers in the
Catholic-ruled Dominican Re-
public who have been beaten
and tortured and thrown into
prison because of preaching
God’s kingdom and taking their
stand as Jehovah’s witnesses,
even as were our brothers in
Nazi and Fascist lands. How-
ever, it is not easy to be a real
Christian, no matter where one
lives in this world, for enemy
cfforts to break our integrity
can be brought to bear in many
ways. W 1/1 10

Tuesday, July 28
If you observe my command-
ments, you will remain in my
love, just as I have observed
the commandments of the
Father and remain in his love.
—John 15:10.

Jesus Christ followed the
perfect course, being entirely
free from any rebellious traits,
being, therefore, the perfect
model. He made no decisions
for himself. He gave a beauti-
ful example of exclusive devo-
tion to the Father—one com-
pletely free from rebellious
tendencies. Cruly this is an in-

comparable demonstration of
complete servitude. As noted
in the above-stated words, Je-
sus invited others to follow
him. Those to whom he ad-
dressed those words had, of
course, already come out of the
world and aligned themselves
with the Master. From his
own words, then, it is clear
that complete harmony with
him and his Father is manda-
tory in order to be recognized
as God’s children. Digression
is thercfore displeasing, con-
stituting a rebellion against
what is right. Therefore, de-
cisions governing actions and
deeds and motives must be
well guarded to avoid rebel-
lion. W }/14,5

Wednesday, July 29
Do not show wyourself heated
up because of the evildoers. . . .
or evildoers themselves will
be cut off —Ps. 37: 1, 9.

. We live under very trying
circumstances because the at-
mosphere created by this world
is not conducive to righteous-
ness.  Selfishness and  greed
abound and the wicked pros-
per, whereas those who live
godly lives suffer. This does
not help us to maintain spir-
itual balance. Here again the
Bible comes to our rescue by
giving us the counsel stated
above. Beeause the wicked
prosper we should not be moved
with envy to put our own
hands to wickedness. Just let
us remember that their pros-
perity will not last. They will
soon be gone like the grass
that withers and dies. They
will never receive the gift of
eternal life. Since we must
live in this world with its at-
mosphere of wickeduness, we
must constantly fight to keep
our clean Christian identity.
We must keep our spiritual
balance or we will topple from
the high road of Christian in-
tegrity and plunge into the
world’s unrighteous swamp, to
be cut off with its evildoers.
W 6/15 14-17a



Thursday, July 30

Martha, Martha, you are anz-
ious and disturbed about many
things. A few things, though,
are needed, or just one.
ke 10: 31,

For the sake of keeping our
eyes on the prize we should be
willing to determine which dis-
tractions may rightfully and
profitably be discarded. By
shedding these we buy out the

%)ortuno time for ourselves.
ph. 5: 15, 16) We ought to
go about thls matter of buying
out time in earnestness, ever
alert to kee distractions at a
minimum. Even piled away in
a closet, posseszlons not really
needed are a distraction: not
only do they require space but
they take time—dusting, re-
arranging, ete. By shedding
distractions, by keeping pos-
sessions to those that are need-
ful, we feel happier and, above
all, are better able to keep our
eyes on_the prize. In keeping
distractions at a minimum
selectivity is an important aid.
The world’s commercialists
want us to pile up acquisitions
whether we need them or not.
So we neced to be seleetive in
purchasing, in reading, sclec-
tive in the way we use our
time. Yes, as Jesus said, only
a few things are mnceded, or
just one. W 9/15 20, 21

Friday, July 31

The anger of Jehovah will not
turn back wuntil he 1will have
carried out and until he 1will
have made the ideas of his
heart come true. In the final
part of the days you people will
give your consideration to it
with understending.—Jer,
23:20.

Certainly someone has failed
of responsibility. We wit-
nesses should look to ourselves
to see whether we have shared
in the failure. In Jeremiah’s
day God saw the failure of
the priests and the prophet
dreamers. He did not, because
of them, leave the endangered
people without witness. He
raised up his true prophets
and put his word in their
mouths, particularly of Jere-
miah and Ezekiel. Jerusalem’s
destruction came anyhow, be-
cause of Jehovah’s anger with
the majority of the people.
Likewise today, Jehovah will
not turn back from his destroy-
ing Christendom in Armaged-
don. ITis witnesses, however,
like Jeremiah and KEzekiel and
other true worshipers of Je-
hovah, expect to survive Ar-
mageddon. First, though, we
must finish our commission as
witnesses of Jehovah, without
fail. W 11/1 33

Expressing Loyal Love to God and His Kingdom Heir.
—Ps. 62:12, margin.

Saturday, August 1
To us belongs nothing, O Jeho-
vah, to us belongs nothing, but
to your name give glory ac-
cording to your loving-kind-
ness, according to your true-

ness.—Ps. 115:

Genuine Christianity is a
blessing to men of good will.
Today it is on the increase in
spite of the fact that now is
the most materialistic time of
man’s history. Who is accom-
plishing the increase? The One
accomplishing it, the One to
whom all credit is given, is the

true God himself, Jehovah,
even as the above-quoted words
of the psalmist show. Jehovah
is accomplishing his purposes
to the glory of his name and
according to his own loving-
kindness, and with such we
must be in accord if we are to
share in the blessings of Chris-
tianity’s increase now. The in-
crease is also according to his
trueness. The truth of God’s
‘Word, the Bible, is the precious
gathering instrument, which he
is using to bring about his in-
crease earth-wide. W 2/1 1, 2



Sunday, August 2
My cup is well filled. Surely
goodness and loving-kindness
themselves will pursue me all
the days of my life, and I
will dwell in the house of Je-
hovah to the length of days.
-—Ps. 23:5, 6.

We may not stray from the
New World society. In the old
world there are snares and pit-
falls. The dangers are every-
where. To keep from straying
we must learn God's will and
be obedient to theocratic re-
quirements, following peace
and obeying righteousness. We
must be guided and shepherded
by those who have been ap-
pointed to be the shepherds.
As we do these things we will
be trained in the right way so
we can offer praise to the Al-
mighty in heaven who is wor-
thy of all our praise. We are
happy for all the things God
has done for us, is now doing
in our behalf and for those
things he has in_store for us
in his new world. We rejoice
in our Great Shepherd of spir-
itual Israel and in his Right
Shepherd, and know that no
harm will befall us, but ever-
more He will lead us in grassy
pastures and by well-watered
resting places for his name’s
sake. W 3/15 30a

Monday, August 3
Whoever speaks against the
holy spirit, it will not be for-
given him, no, not in the pres-
ent system of things nor in
that to come.—Matt. 12: 32.

Even in heaven the exalted
Jesus acts by God’s spirit, this
too in the matter of appoint-
ment of overseers. Seeing that
the overseer is appointed by
this spirit, the appointee will
be anxious not to abuse his
overseership for selfish reasons.
To do so would mean to act
like Judas, like Balaam, like
the “false apostles.” It is a
betrayal of the sheep of the
Right Shepherd, such as that
committed by the greedy shep-

herds mentioned in Ezekiel
34: 1-10, 17-22. That would be
a sinning against the spirit
that made one an overseer. It
would be a perversion of the
purpose of the spirit in_ap-
pointing him. This would be
sin, a serious sin. If persisted
in and committed to the point
of hardening the overseer in
that condition of heart and
course of conduct, it would be-
come a sin against the holy
spirit by one whose maturity
makes him more blamable and
accountable. Hence it becomes
a kind of sin that is neither
forgivable in this world nor
forgivable in the world to come.
W 1/1525

Tuesday, August 4

You must not take up the name
of Jehovah your God in a
worthless way—Hx, 20: 7.

It is vital that we live up
to the name we bear as Chris-
tian witnesses of Jehovah so
that we will be found in favor
with Jehovah and his Son.
As Christian ministers of God
we have a purpose in life, and
that is to give exclusive de-
votion to our God Jehovah.
Never should we lose sight of
it, but always mold our lives
to conform to it. Iaving start-
ed in the way of righteousness,
let us never turn back., Let
our dedication to serve God
guide all our decisions. In-
stead of taking on further ob-
ligations that will detract from
our ministry, rather let us be
always on the alert to avail
ourselves of opportunities to
expand our knowledge of the
truth and to accept further
privileges of service. It may be
we can arrange our affairs to
spend more time in the minis-
try as a congregation publish-
er; if possible, even moving
with our family into territory
where the need is great. If so,
we will want to do that so
we will be found fully living
up to our name as Jehovah’s
witnesses. W §/1 20, 21a



Wednesday, August 5

A large door that leads to ac-

tivity has been opened to me,

but there are many opposers.
—1 Cor. 16: 9.

The same is true of the op-
portunity of full-time service
offered today to those free to
accept it. It is not easy to
pioneer. Cancellations of per-
sonal programs may be nec-
essary. Many obstacles and
much opposition must be over-
come. Paul had to surmount
similar obstacles in order to
cross the threshold and enter
the enlarged field of activity as
a pioneer, But his peace of
mind and contentment and his
joy in life certainly did not
suffer because of the privations
he experienced. His personal
loss of many of the comforts of
life did not dampen his zeal.
His writings bubble with en-
thusiasm and optimism as he
urges others to follow him in
this Christlike way of life. He
never complained when it was
necessary to work part time at
his secular trade in order to
keep in the apostolic ministry.
You too can partake of similar
blessings as Paul and others
enjoyed, provided you also en-
ter into the same privileges of
servlifs:e as they did. W 7/15

Thursday, August 6
As for my loving-kindness, it
will not depart from him the
way I removed it from Saul,
... And your house and your
kingdom will certainly be stead-

fast forever.—~2 Sam.
. 15, 16.

What a grand covenant that
was, a covenant for & govern-
ment, a kingdom, that would
be stable for all time, the
throne of which would never
be overturned! What an un-
speakable privilege it was for
a faithful man and his house-
hold to be tied in with that
kingdom covenant! That cove-
nant was to be carried out
with God’s loving-kindness as
something very necessary to its

reaching a grand climax in an
everlastingly steadfast king-
dom. In fact, it was loving-
kindness that prompted the
covenant on. God’s part. From
this viewpoint we can under-
stand why God, through his
prophet Isaiah, speaks of it as
an “indefinitely lasting cove-
nant respecting the loving-
kindnesses to David that are
faithful.” (Isa. 55:3) Much
is therefore dependent upon
Jehovah’sloving-kindness. This
is one of his remarkable traits,
and it has come into play out-
standingly toward us human
creatures, for which we can be
truly grateful. W 12/1 8, 9

Friday, August 7

Whenever you vow & vow to
God, do not hesitate to pay it,
for there is no delight in the
stupid ones. What you wvoiw,
pay—HKeel. §: ).

Jesus’ baptism marked a
complete dedication. Conse-
quently, after a learner dedi-
cates himself to do God’s will
henceforth, he is ready for
baptism. Since it must be a
wholehearted decision without
any reservations, baptism is a
very serious occasion, but truly
not a sad one. Weighty consid-
eration should be given the
matter. A person realizing the
importance of fulfilling a vow
to God might say: ‘Maybe I
should hold off at this time.
Perhaps this is not going to
work out the way I think it is,
and a failure on my part to
carry out this dedication would
mean death.” True, vow-break-
ers are deserving of death.
However, one should never lose
sight of the fact that a failure
to make a dedication would
also mean death to the person
when he has an opportunity to
know the truth and what it
means to dedicate his life to
Jehovah and then fails to do so.
‘When a person has reached
this point he has knowledge
and he is accountable to the
extent of his understanding. W
8/1 13, 14a



Saturday, August 8

Solomon began to sit upon Je-
hovak's throne as king in place
of David his father and to
make a success of it, and all
the Israelites were obedient to
him.—1 Chron. 29: 23.

How can we witnesses of
Jehovah, like the Israelites of
old and like Jesus and the
apostles, prove our loyalty to
the kingdom covenant today?
We can do so by being loyal to
the reigning kingdom of the
everlasting IHeir of the king-
dom covenant, foreshadowed by
Solomon. Jchovah God has
never once forgotten his cove-
nant since the last king of
David’s house sat on the throne
in Jerusalem. ITas the sun ever
ceased to rise and usher in the
day? Or has the moon ever
ceased to shine by night? Not
onee till this day. Even so Je-
hovah has not forgotten or
neglected this most important
covenant for the Kingdom that
will vindicate him as rightful
Sovereign of the universe. Our
duty therefore is clear. We
owe it to God to be loyal to his
enthroned King. In reward for
our loyal love we eat the milk
of fatness of God’s spiritual
table and drink the wine of
the joys of the Kingdom minis-
try as Kingdom ambassadors.
W 12/1 15, 18a

Sunday, August 9

Iow beautiful are the feet of
those who declare good news of
good things!—IRom. 10: 15.

God’s kingdom is established
in the heavens in the hands of
Immanuel. That is why God
has returned to us with favor.
At the abundant evidence of
his returning favor it is as if
the watchman saw him face to
face in his coming back to
Zion, his organization upon
which he has placed his name.
Now, somebody equipped that
messenger with the good news
that made him appear so beau-
tiful and sent him to make

peace to be heard and to bring
good news of something better
and to make salvation to be
heard by men who love God
and who want him to be king.
(Isa. 52: 6-8) The Sender is
Jehovah himself, who bares
his holy arm before all the na-
tions and who wants all the
ends of the earth to sce the
salvation that he performs. The
messenger that he sends is a
company of people who are
willing to go on foot to bring
the good news. By inspiration
Paul declared that they are the
saintly dedicated Christians.
Today their good-will com-
panions join them in declaring
this good news. W 11/15 2, 3a

Monday, August 10

The anzieties of this system of
things and the deceptive power
of wealth . make inroads
and choke the word, and it be-
comes unf[:*uiltgul.——Mark

With the help of Jehovah's
spirit we can win out over the
fallen flesh. But it means we
must make room for the things
of the spirit. To seek material
things that in themselves are
not bad may lead to our ruin by
consuming all our time. A tele-
vision set will cost us more
than the purchase price if we
cannot turn its knob when it
should be shut off. It costs us
time to watch it. It may cost
us meeting attendance or back-
calls or Bible studies. Ifor our
expensive car or fine home we
may pay over the privilege of
teaching someone the truth or
of training him to scrve Jeho-
vah. Count the total cost of
materialism. Count the cost of
spirituality also. There was
nothing wrong with looking
over a purchase of oxen, or
being with a new wife, or see-
ing 2 piece of property just
bought ; but if harmless things
keep us from serving Jehovah
they become harmful. We may
not let them become thorns
that choke out good. W 6/1 19



Tuesday, August 11

Let a man so appraise us as
. . . stewards of sacred secrets
of God. Desides, . . . what is
looked for in stewards is for a
man to be found faithful.
—1 Cor. 4:1, 2.

All of us, like the apostle
Paul, have committed to us
certain Kingdom interests and
we must prove faithful to these
if we would gain life. If we
arc undependable, however,
how can we expect to stay on
the narrow road of life? How
ean we expect to reach its end
if we lack proper balance?
Like an unskilled tightwire
walker, our chances of slipping
are very great. When a Chris-
tian makes an agrecment he
should keep it. If he does not
keep it he makes himself a liar.
The balanced Christian is a
person of his word. He keeps
his promises and honors his
agreements. Since he proves
faithful in small things he is
given bigger and more respon-
sible things to do. Christ point-
ed this out in his illustration
about the talents. The slave
that made good use of the five
talents Ilproved to be depend-

e was blessed with
eater privileges of service.

o will we be if we are found
faithful as stewards. W 6/15
25, 24

Wednesday, August 12
Keep testing whether you are
in the faith, keep proving what

you yoursel;zges ézre —2 Cor,

There is no better way of
doing this than by offermg
your comment at the meetlngs
Do not say, ‘I'll keep quiet;
someone else can cxpress it
better.” Someone else can only
express his own understanding.
Yourparticular expression may
incite someone to good works.
All are in a school for life,
Al hope to receive life in the
new world. So study as though
your life depended on it, be-
cause it does! Then declare

your faith and test it by ex-
pressing yourself among your
brothers. If your answer is
right, fine; you are inciting
others to love and right works;
if not, correction will aid you
to get straightened out and
vou will not continue to err
when you are distributing life-
giving knowledge to others. Re-
member that private thinking
might be embarrassing. So do
not always be just on the re-
ceiving line, but eall to “mind
the words of the Lord Jesus,
when he himself said, “There
is more happiness in_giving
than there is in receiving.”
—Acts 20:35. W 7/1 6a

Thursday, August 13

For your loving-kindness is in
front of my eyes, and I have
walked in your truth.—Ps.
26: 3.

Long ago David invited God
to examine him, to test him, to
refine him. Today is our con-
fidence in our own uprightness,
our own integrity, that firm?
It should be if we see matters
as David did and are walking
in the footsteps of Christ.
When we get to appreciate the
works of Jehovah, the purposes
he has in mind, what he has
done, is doing and will do for
the blessing of all those who
love him, then we can truly
appreciate His loving-kindness.
Look how loving he has been
in sending his only-begotten
Son, Jesus Christ, from heaven
to oarth to redcem mankind.
But Jesus did more. He vin-
dicated Jehovah’s name by
maintaining his integrity and
he was made Kipg of the new
world of righteousness. To live
in this new world we must get
acquainted with the Bible,
reading its truths curefully
and living by them. We must
also keep the Kingdom, for
which Jesus taught us to pray,
in front of our eyes and walk
in the truth if we would enjoy
life in God's new world. W
1/111



Friday, August 14

Then he went on to tell them
an illustration with regard to
the need for them always to

pray and not to giue up.

—Luke 1

Prayer is 1ndeed an amaz-
ing miracle, a precious, loving
provision. We cannot keep in-
tegrity toward God without its
help. Wicked men may take
away our Bibley, our oppor-
tunities of associating with our
brothers and of engaging in the
field service, but they can never
take away from us the precious
loving provision of prayer. And
we know what to pray for,
first of all for the triumph of
righteousness in the universe
and then whatever is in line
with God’s will for us, his
spmt, wisdom, forgiveness of
sins, his blessing upon our ef-
forts, and our daily necessities.
And that God answers prayer
today we can see by the ex-
pansion of pure worship, by
the happiness of his people, as
well as by his servants keep-
ing integrity in spite of bitter-
est opposition and persecution.
And because we are living in
critical times hard to deal with
we have more need than ever
to heed Jesus’ admonition “al-
ways to pray and not to give
up.” W 8/15 27, 28a

Saturday, August 15

The heart is more treacherous
than anything else and is des-
perate. Who can know it? I,
Jehovah, am searching the
heart, . even to give to each
one accordmg to his ways.
—Jer. 17:9,

Materialism is subtle and
can appear as a benefactor.
Hence we must examine our-
selves. Self-examination is very
necessary. While we favor our-
selves by nature, nonetheless
Jehovah provided a splendid
means of self-serutiny. First
of all, we must ask ourselves,
“Whereisour heart?” Jeremiah
understood how wicked the

heart could be, as seen by the
wordscited above. Where is our
heart? Is our first love still the
priceless possession of the
truth, or have we a new love,
materialism? We may say we
do not have a new love, but
what do our actions show? Do
we still get that incomparable
joy from ficld service? Or have
we begun to crowd out that
joy by spending more hours at
leisure, being entertained and
satisfied by materialistic pleas-
ures and possesmons and spend-
ing less time in field service?
Remember, a covetous heart
seeks materialism, but a loyal
heart shuns it. W 10/1 1

Sunday, August 16

Pay attention to yourselves
that your hearts never become
weighed down with overeating
and heavy drinking and anxi-
eties of life . . . Keep awake,

then.—Luke 21: 3%, 3

Falling asleep at one’s po<t
as a minister of Jehovah puts
the sleeper in danger of being
caught by the Chief Temple
Inspector, Christ, who comes
as a thief at Armageddon and
makes his final inspection of all
the religious realm that pro-
fesses to be Christian, and
then executes finally the judg-
ment. It exposes the sleeper
to bein% stripped naked and
having his symbolic garments
burned. Any worshiper who
loves God with exclusive de-
votion and who loves his Chief
Inspector and longs for his
coming to the final judgment
will resolutely strive to stay
awake. He will watch after
the pure worship of Jehovah
and the precious interests of
his kingdom by Christ. How
will the worshiper stay awake
spiritually ? Basically, to stay
awake a person needs to get
his proper rest first, and alao
to avoid overmdulgence in eat-
ing and drinking, even as Je-
sus counseled in the words
stated above. W 12/15 9, 10a



Monday, August 17

Too bad for them, because

they have gone in the path of

Cain, and have rushed into the

erroneous course of Balaam

for reward, and have perished

11 the rebellious talk of Korah!
wde 11.

Because of the heightened
responsibilities and multiplic-
ity of duties laid upon over-
seers today a man may be-
cause of age or sickness or
other circumstances become
unequal to the requirements
of overscership. He may there-
fore be replaced through no
willful sin of his own. Or a
more capable person may pre-
sent himself. In such cases
there is no sinning against holy
spirit involved, and there is no
disgrace or reproach. But woe
to the one who greedily, am-
bitiously, filthily and designed-
ly sins because of the advantage
he has as overseer! Ide is put-
ing himself in a serious way
toward the spirit that had to do
with his appointment to over-
seership. Unless he strenuously
recovers himself, he will not
only lose his privilege of office
but be on the way to eternal
death. His sin will become of
an unforgivable type, over
which he cannot repent. Ilis
disgrace will become great. W
1/15 26

Tuesday, August 18
Moses, when grown up, refused
to be called the son of the
daughter of Pharaoh, choosing
10 be ill-treated with the people
of God rather than to have the
temporary enjoyment of sin,

—Ileb. 11: 24, 25.

The book of Judges tells of
men and women who zealously
appreciated Jehovah’s eall to
action in defense of his chosen
people, who had often got into
dire straits through lack of
appreciation for their God.
Jehovah’s witnesses, such as
Samson, Gideon, Jehu, Barak,
Deborah and others, considered
it a great privilege to fight for

Jehovah’s name, his true wor-
ship and his people. So con-
fident they were of the correct-
ness of their appraisal of this
privilege that they risked their
lives to exercise it. Jehovah’s
prophets were not less appre-
ciative of their privileges to-
ward God. Kings and empires
often raged against such men
as Moses, Samuel, Daniel, Jere-
miah and others. To these ap-
preciative men the privilege of
being spokesmen for Jehovah
was a treasure without equal.
Do we have the same appre-
ciation of our privileges of
being witnesses for Jehovah?
Happy are we if we do! W
2/15 8

Wednesday, August 19

Stop being anxious about your

souls . . . Does not the soul

mean more than food?—Matt.
6:25

Jesus knew that some people
arc very concerned about the
things of this life; in fact, to
such an extent that they would
allow these material things
and love for them to interfere
with their taking up the King-
dom ministry. When our think-
ing is directed and fixed upon
fleshly desires, it means re-
liance upon self and wupon
personal judgment, God is cog-
nizant of the material needs of
his people and sees that these
are provided. By our course of
action we prove whether we
actually believe this or not.
Our wants may far exceed our
needs, and may cause us to be
overreached or to become over-
anxious about our wants. Je-
sus_ also expressed caution
against this at Matthew 6: 31.
The people of this old world
have these anxietics because of
their unsatisfied desires for
things that really are not nec-
essary to carry on the minis-
try successfully. The reliable
counsel as set forth in God’s
Word is: “Keep on, then, seek-
ing first the kingdom and his
righteousness,”—Matt., 6:33.
W 4/121



Thursday, August 20
Sing to JehocahGGInew song.

Since 1914 God has supplied
the theme of a new song. For
in that year he brought his
glorious kingdom to birth by
enthroning and crowning the
Seed of his woman, the Heir of
the covenant made with David
for the everlasting kingdom.
That was something new in-
deed. Its birth brought into op-
eration a new ruling organiza-
tion for all the universe, for
angels and for men. It brought
into existence the capital part
of Jehovah’s universal organi-
zation, and all holy angels and
all men of good will must bow
to it according to God’s com-
mand. There had never been
anything like it before in the
universe. For the whole uni-
verse this was good uews. So
in 1914 the message about
God’s kingdom to come had
grown old. The message for
anointed Christians to preach
must henceforth be of God’s
kingdom come. It must be of
God’s kingdom born, set up
in the heavens and in opera-
tion amidst all its enemies in
heaven and on earth. Here was
the entrancing theme of a new
song to Jehovah, for he had
both foretold and worked out
all the delightful things to
sing of. What a privilege is
ours to sing that song!
4/15 16a

Friday, August 21
I make a covenant with you,
just as my Father has made a
covenant with me, for a king-

dom.—Luke 22:29.
When God made the king-
dom covenant with David three
thousand years ago, he had in
mind finally an everlasting
heavenly kingdom for David’s
permanent Ieir. No Levite
high priest could anoint Jesus
to such a celestial government.
Jehovah anointed him after his
baptism in water, pouring
down holy spirit upon Jesus

and sanctifying him as the
Christ. Jesus was there be-
gotten by God's spirit to be-
come a spiritual Son of God,
due for a future life in heaven.
Most fittingly Jesus preached
God’s “kingdom of the heav-
ens.” He called disciples to
follow him and seck first the
Kingdom. When calling them,
he was really extending to
them God’s invitation, as noted
at Isaiah 55:3. This meant
that Jehovah God had pur-
posed to give Jesus Christ
some joint heirs in the heaven-
ly kingdom. In loyalty to the
kingdom covenant Jesus wel-
comed such joint heirs of God’s
kingdom in the words stated
above, What loving-kindness
this was from Jehovah God!
W 12/1 6, Ta

Saturday, August 22

I tell everyone there among
you not to think more of him-

self than it is necessary to

think.—Rom. 12: 3.

To help us to avoid stum-
bling, Jehovah hasg caused to
appear repeatedly in his book
the anuDCtIOﬂ to put off pride.
Pride is_thinking too highly
of oneself. It is running a
course opposite to that marked
out by the apostle in the words
quoted above. It is a heady
draught of self-importance that
induces a kind of intoxication.
The proud person is drunk
with self-flattery and self-es-
teem. I'or such a person, run-
ning the Christian race ac-
cording to the rules is as diffi-
cult as it is for a drunk man
to run without stumbling.
Pride is before a crash be-
cause Jehovah hates the proud
person. Among the seven
things listed as detestable to
his soul arc lofty eyes. Jesus,
the one who is wisdom person-
ified, also hates pride. He stat-
ed: “Whoever cxalts himself
will be humbled.” The result of
pride, then, is opposition from
Jehovah and Christ and even-
tual humiliation for the self-
exalting ones. W 9/15 1, 3, 4



Sunday, August 23

Be training yourself with godly
devotion as your aim. For
bodily training is beneficial
for a little, but godly devotion
is beneficial for all things, as
it holds promase of the life now

and that which is to come.

—1 Tim. 4:7, 8

The only way that one can
train himself with godly de-
votion as his aim is by study-
ing God’s Word. When one
reads the Bible and carefully
studies it with someone who is
trained in the study of it he
will find that what he has read
is trustworthy and deserving
of full acceptance. We must
exert ourselves to the end that
we may keep the hope and al-
so establish this hope and
faith in the lives of others.
Studying in the homes with
people, we will stick to the
commandments of God and
teach these, even though Bible
truth conflicts with men’s per-
sonal ideas. Sometimes the
righteous laws of God are dis-
turbing to individual students
and they throw the study over-
board. They will have nothing
to do with it, because it means
such a great change in their
lives. But we cannot compro-
mise with them and continue
to remain qualified to teach
with coufidence. W 1/1 14, 15a

Monday, August 24
He gave some as . . . shep-

herds.—Hph. }: 11.
Those given as shepherds
must remember how Jehovah
himself handles his own sheep,
feeding, leading, protecting,
paticntly bearing with them at
all times. They must also keep
ever before them how Jesus
cared for his I'ather’s sheep,
losing none of them and serv-
ing continually in the fear of
God, though serving in love
and for love. The sheep must
be handled by the undershep-
lierds in the same way as the
Chief Shepherd handled them.
This must be done by leading

them to pastures to be fed
spiritually and so grow strong
and in time be able to help
weaker ones. They must be
encouraged to attend the week-
ly congregational meetings, as
well as the assemblies, and be
helped to preach the truth with
effective sermons. They must
be kept inside the theocratic
arrangement of the New World
society. They must be handled
gently and with love, for sheep
quickly scare and run; and
with tenderness, for they bruise
by harsh or rough treatment.
They have no means of de-
fense and so have to depend
upon their shepherd for pro-
tection. W 8/15 2, 3a

Tuesday, August 25

He 1will teach the meel: ones
his way.—Ps. 25: 9.

We know that God deals
with his people as an organi-
zation and his spirit operates
in conjunction with that or-
ganization. A major consider-
ation in the growth of a con-
gregation, therefore, is its re-
sponse to the instructions reg-
ularly provided by the faithful
and discreet slave. Since that
spirit of God operates in con-
junction with the organization,
to the extent that the servants
and the individual ministers
respond to the counsel provided
them through the theoeratic
organization, to that extent
the way is open for the free
flow of God’s holy spirit. Any
who feel that they are not sce-
ing results to the extent they
might would do well to consid-
er these factors, dispel any
negative attitude and hope-
fully put into operations the
suggestions made by the theo-
cratic organization. If we dil-
igently plant and water, fol-
lowing the lead God gives us
through his Word and his
channel of ecommunication, he
will bless our efforts with
growth until all his sheep are
safely gathered into his New
World society. W 5/1 19a



Wednesday, August 26

A wise person will listen and
take in more instruction, and
a man of understanding is the

one who acquires skillgul

direction.—Prov. 1: 5.

Since A.D. 1914 Jehovah
has mercifully cut short the
troubles against Satan and
allowed a time when spiritual
food could be distributed in
abundance. But then will come
the time of difliculty when the
way will be closed. How im-
portant, therefore, it is now
for all to be taking in more ac-
curate knowledge. It is a time
to work at taking in knowl-
edge, like the ants that gather
food in the summertime of
plenty. The fools who do not
gather in accurate knowledge
now are like the proverbial
grasshopper who took the easy
course in times of plenty and
did not look to the future,
Suddenly comes the winter and
calamity for the unprepared.
But even though a person may
have some knowledge of the
Bible and may be serving in
the ministry, he is wise only
if he continues to give ear to
the words of Jehovah and
thus goes on increasing in the
knowledge he has. For this
purpose the Scriptures have
been given, even as noted
above. W 5/15 1, 2a

Thursday, August 27

All the paths of Jehovah are
loving-kindness and trueness
for those observing his cove-
nant and his reminders.—Ps.
25:1

Thegood news that we preach
about God’s kingdom is sen-
sational indeed. But it is not
overdrawn. It is no joke. ¥or
forty years mnow we have
preached it, but it is no news
that grows stale and that loses
its appeal and tastiness and
that neceds to be dropped. It is
ever new, ever fresh, growing
ever grander. God has not
dropped it. We will not drop
it. Our God-ordained Kingdom

preaching must go on. It will
increase till the millennial
reign of Jesus Christ wins the
glorious peace that follows
Armageddon. So to the King-
dom covenant made with the
Greater David may we always
be true and loyal. To all men
who respect that covenant and
who uphold the Kingdom prom-
ised by it may we show loving-
kindness and trueness. (Prov.
3: 3, 4) For doing so, we shall
find Jehovah himsclf exercising
these same precious qualities
toward us through his King
Jesus Christ, and our souls
will keep alive, forever. W
12/1 26, 27a

Friday, August 28

Do give ear, O God, to my
prayer, and do not hide your-
self from my request for favor.
Do pay attention to me and
answer me. ... To God I shall
call out, and Jehovah himself
will save me. Evening and
morning and noontime . . . and
he hears my voice.—~Ps.
55:1,2, 16, 17.

A proper love for ourselves
means being conscious of our
spiritual need; and that will
make us want to go to God in
prayer to satisfy that need. It
will make us want to visit
with God regularly, each morn-
ing upon arising, and each eve-
ning upon retiring, and at
mealtimes. Then we shall also
be mindful to pray before and
while engaging in the ministry
and especially if we have the
privilegeof preaching the Word
from the public platform. Then
we shall also listen carefully
to and enter into the spirit of
the prayers that others offer in
our hearing, as at the congre-
gational meetings, instead of
letting our minds wander. And
should it be our privilege to
offer public prayer it will
prompt us to speak clearly,
coherently and earnestly, so
that all who hear can from
the heart say “Amen!” W
8/15 25a



Saturday, August 29

No one has left [all] for my
sake and for the sake of the
good news who will not get a
hundredfold now . . ., and in
the coming system of things
everlaslting life—Mark
E

Why not measure what you
forsake alongside what you are
promised by Jehovah by dedi-
cating yourself to him? What
good things do you have that
you did not receive from Je-
hovah in the first place? These
are willingly given in dedica-
tion to Jchovah through Jesus
Christ for the unspeakable
privileges and blessings that
are continually bestowed upon
God's dedicated servants. How-
ever, bear in mind that this
gives us the authority to be
called by and to speak in Je-
hovah's name as ITis witnesses.
In this doomed and dying old
world we dedicated servants
of Jehovah are the happiest
people living. In fact, we ex-
pect to survive Armageddon
and to live forever in an earth-
wide paradise. Much, then, de-
pends upon one’s making a
dedication, and then everything
depends upon one’s faithfulness
io that dedication. Maintaining
integrity and faithfully living
up to omne’s dedication will
bring us supreme happiness
even now. W 8/1 20

Sunday, August 30
You will stay at the entrance
of the tent of meeting day and
night for seven days, and you
must keep the obligatory watch
of Jehovah, that you may not

die—Lev. 8: 35

Our discerning the terrible
consequences of falling asleep
and forfeiting one’s outer gar-
ments aids us in appreciating
more fully the happiness of
those who stay awake and are
privileged to kcep their outer
garments as (God's ministers,
The thiefiike coming of the
royal Inspector at Armaged-
don must not take us by sur-

prise and find us idle, unoc-
cupied, inactive in the King-
dom service. For the complete
period of our test we will carry
out our dedication to God in
love. We will stay awake at
our duties and keep within the
bounds of our holy eommission
or assignment of service, just
as the priests did who were
being ordained for the temple
and who were commanded as
above. So, as faithful wide-
awake watchers, we shall re-
ceive God’s approval through
his Inspector Jesus Christ. O
then, what a happiness! This
results in our keeping our
outer garments on us in active
service. W 12/15 30, 31a

Monday, August 31

Do not be afraid of the things
yow are destined to suffer. ...
Prove yourself faithful even
with the danger of death, and
I will give you the crown of
life—Rev. 2: 10

Christ tells us to do as he
did, not to be afraid of the
sufferings that we are bound
to suffer in this world’s time
of the end. We are facing the
total attack of (Gog of Magog
upon God’s people shortly. The
above-quoted words of Jesus to
the Smyrna congregation are
therefore timely and good: not
to be afraid of that furious at-
tack, nor of the things we
have to suffer before then—
imprisonment, tribulation ten
days or violent death. He him-
self once died but came to life
again by God’s almighty power
and can die no more, being
beyond harm by the second
death. He now has all power
in heaven and in earth and
can hold out the crown of life
to his faithful followers. Like
him, the only Potentate “hav-
ing immortality,” his followers
who conquer this doomed
world will in the resurrection
be put beyond harm by the
second death. A ‘“star” or
congregation overseer should
be a world conqueror as a right
example. W 1/15 1la



Harmonizing Our Work with Our Ministerial Garments.
—Phil. 1: 27,

Tuesday, September 1
Do not take awaey my soul
along with sinners, nor my
life ~along with bloodguilty
men . . s for me, in my
integrity T shall walk. O re-
deem me and show me favor.

—Ps. 26:9-11.

Those confident in their up-
rightness, the true dedicated
followers of Jesus Christ, can
say the words quoted above as
did David. This is like saying,
Deliver me from the wicked
and show me favor. Through
Moses God delivered the chil-
dren of Israel, or redeemed them
from Egypt, leading them to
the Promised Land. God gave
mankind the Greater Moses,
Jesus Christ, the Redeemer of
all mankind, if they accept
him as God’s gift for their re-
demption. The miracles that
Christ performed on earth
make us think of the life men
will enjoy under the Kingdom.
If on earth he healed the sick,
opened blind eyes, even raised
the dead, surely with all power
in heaven and earth he can
build a perfect new world of
righteousness according to his
Father’s will. And he ean also
bring us through the battle of
Armageddon, and will, if we
keep integrity. W 1/1 23

Wednesday, September 2

The harvest is great, lvut the
worlkers agre few.—.]la 3

Have you found your proper
place of service in the New
World society? Do you have
family responsibilities that keep
you from the pioneer service?
If so, you most certainly must
take care of such. (1 Tim. 5:
8) Or are you free to enter
through ‘the large door. that
leads to activity’ in the pioneer,
service? (1 Cor. 16:9) Are
you anxious to serve in foreign
lands as a missionary where
the need is great? Perhaps you

have the willingness but lack
the physical health to go to
foreign fields. There is a great
need for full-time ministers in
every country in Christendom.
There are many isolated ter-
ritories among people speaking
your own language where there
1s a crying need for more pio-
neers. Your home congregation
undoubtedly needs more full-
time ministers to feed, train
and properly care for the other
sheep; doubtless to it also ap-
ply the words of Jesus quoted
above. W 7/15 1

Thursday, September 3

Happy are those slaves whom
the master on_arriving ﬁnds
watching '—Luke 12 : 37,

If we keep ourselves up to
date on what is going on with-
in the purpose of God, the
time should be too excmng for
us to want to go to sleep and
miss anything. The thieflike-
ness of the coming of the
Chief Inspector to the execu-
tion of divine judgments at
Armageddon should bestir us
to make cvery effort and ar-
rangement to stay awake.
Danger lies in making our-
selves comfortable materially
and taking our ease, with the
idea that the uncertainty of
the time of the Inspector’s
coming means that he will be
a long time yet in coming,
during which long time we can
take things comfortably, in-
tending to move into action
when we get more sensation-
al evidence of the close near-
ness of his coming. The In-
spector will not let us know
Armageddon’s day and hour in
advance so that we can set
some sort of alarm clock and

wake up the shortest amount
of time before he arrives and
then put on an appearance of
having been alert, awake and
busy at one’s aqs1gned post all
the time, W 12/15 23,24a



Friday, September 4

ITumble yourselves in the eyes
of Jehovah, and he will exalt
you. as. 4:

Humility begins w1th the
knowledge, the love and the
fear of God. Humility is born
of the realization of how small
we are and how great God is.
Humility takes root when the
creature man realizes that he
is merely the flickering glow
of a candle but that God is
brighter in glory than the blaze
of the sun at noonday. Yes,
this is the foundation of hu-
mility: the realization of God’s
infinite majesty and of our
own littleness. Such a realiza-
tion comes from knowledge,
the kind of knowledge Jehovah
imparted to Job, as recorded
in the book of Job chapters
thirty-eight through fort\-one H
that knowledge aided Job to
humble himself under the
mighty hand of God. We need
this kind of knowledge. It en-
ables us to place ourselves in
the right relationship with God
and to obey the words of James
cited above. Further, by hum-
bling ourselves in God’s eyes we
also lay a foundation for hum-
bleness of mind towurd our
fellow man, for true hu-
mility toward man rests ulti-
mately upon true humility be-
fore God. W 9/15 21, 22a

Saturday, September 5
“Both the prophet and the
priest themselves have becomne
polluted. Also in my own house
I have found their badness,”
is the utterance uf Jehovah.

er. 23: 1

The root cause of all the
world’s crime, strife and mad
confusion is false religion. The
men most responsible for the
world condition are the re-
ligious leaders. Is it wrong for
us to feel just as Jeremiah
felt about a similar situation
in his own day, and then to ex-
press oursclves in  harmony
with our feelings? We believe
not. Not many years before

Jerusalem and its temple were
destroyed, Jeremiah in heart-
broken words reported the con-
ditions. To them Jehovah add-
ed the comment stuted above.
Christendom today stands in
a relationship toward God like
that of Israel in Jeremiah’s
day, and faces a destruction
more frightful and devastating
than that which Jeremiah saw
happen to Jerusalem and its
temple. Since we are called

od’s name and are Jeho-
vah's witnesses, as Jeremial
himself was, we are under ob-
ligation to speak the truth
fearlessly, even as Jeremiah
did. W 11/1 12,13

Sunday, September 6

I browbeat my body and lead
it as a slave, that, after I
have preached to others, I my-
self should not become disap-
proved somehorw.—1 Cor.9: 27.

Many persons outside Jeho-
vah’s organization adopt a phi-
losophy that allows them to
satisfy their every whim. With-
out Jehovah’s pure Word and
organization to guide us we
could fall into the same trap.
Buthaving Jehovah’s Word, we
know that adulterers and for-
nicatorscannotattain the King-
dom. We are also well aware
of the powerful forces within
the human body, which, not
properly controlled, can lead
to a course of degradation and
disapproval by Jchovah. We
must thercfore be alert to keep
ourselves clean and above im-
moral conduct, lest we become
depraved by our own selfish
appetites. Not to have our
emotions under control would
be exercising our own will, or
the will of the flesh, rather
than the will of Jehovah, and
would be direct rebellion
against Jehoval’s wise counsel.
Jehoval does not permit the in-
clusion of such practices in his
organization just because sur-
rounding Christendom condones
them. The apostle Paul set a
good example in this for us. W
4/1 31, 33



Monday, September 7

s obedient children, quit being
fashioned according to the de-
sires yow formerly had in your
ignorance, but, in accord with
the holy one who called you,
do you also become holy your-
selves in all your conduct.
—1 Pet. 1: 15.

As should be expected under
Jehovah's blessing, the increase
that he brings is not merely in
numbers. There is also an in-
creasein activity, together with
improved effectiveness. But that
is not all. Of equal importance
is the element of increase of
maturity. All these increases
are essential for each one of us,
that is, incrcase in numbers,
in activity and in maturity, re-
garding which maturity Deter
wrote the words quoted above.
These enjoin upon us individ-
ual progress in spiritual ma-
turity through the study of
God’s Word, obedience to it,
and application in the individ-
ual’s life of the principles con-
tained in the Bible. That makes
for a real Christian. This
should be expected, since God
would not bring the persons of
good will and honest heart
mto a corrupt and uneclean
worldly religion, belief, practice
or organization. W 2/1 16, 17a

Tuesday, September 8

The wey I am running is not

uncertainly; the way I am di-

recting my blows is so as not

to be striking the air~—1 Cor.
9:26.

A positive mental attitude is
very important to cultivating
spiritual steadiness. If we take
a negative attitude toward the
responsibilities, difficulties and
hardships that come with fol-
lowing the way of Christian in-
tegrity, we will lose our bal-
ance and fall. Paul had the
right mental attitude. e was
determined to stay in the nar-
row road to life. e would not
let anything stumble him and
cause him to full, neither in-

fluences outside his body nor
those inside it, even as he notes
in the words quoted above. He
set a good example for all of
us to follow. Gaining this right
mental attitude, however, does
not come without effort. It re-
quires diligent study to gain an
accurate knowledge of God’s
Word. It requires a genuine
heart desire to walk in har-
mony with God’s rightcous
principles. What we learn we
must take into our hearts and
make it a part of us. We must
meditate on our relationship to
God and to the theocratic or-
ganization. W 6/15 31-33

Wednesday, September 9

On account of David, Jehovah
his God gave him a lamp in
Jerusalem by raising his son
up after him and keeping Jeru-

salem in existence.~—1 Ni.

5: ke

In sad contrast with his fa-
ther David, King Solomon in
his old age fell away from Je-
hovah. Here again the need
arose for Jehovah to exercise
hisloving-kindness, for the sake
of the everlasting kingdom
covenant. The covenant was
not struck out. Hence Sol-
omon’s son Rehoboam sat on
the throne of Jehovah in Jeru-
salem, but only over the two
faithful tribes, Judah and Ben-
jamin. Rehoboam died a buad
king. Yet his son Abijah came
to the throne. Why? The in-
spired account cited above an-
swers. When Abijah went to
war aguainst the revolted ten
tribes he first appealed to them
from a mountaintop on the
basis of God's kingdom cove-
nant with David, (2 Chron.
13: 3-12) However, the king-
dom covenant and loyal ad-
herence to its (God Jehovah
had no_appeal for those re-
volted Israelites. They went
ahead with the battle. But Je-
hovah won the battle for those
loyal to his covenant for the
kingdom with David. W 12/1
19, 20



Thursday, September 10

Itis the appointed time for the
judgment to start with the
house of God. . .. ‘“And if the
righteous man is being saved
with difficulty, where will the
ungodly man and the sinner

make a showin%g’—l Det,

The removal of one’s minis-
terial outer garments would
mean loss of divine recognition
and the taking away of ail
these privileges of service be-
cause one had proved unfaith-
ful. (Rev. 16:15) This is to
be expected with respect to
the minister who fails to carry
out his duties or assigned tasks
because of falling asleep at his
post and becoming inactive
through taking his ease. Long
ago Peter warned as above. It
is a serious matter for a guard
to fall asleep and thus leave
exposed to loss or defilement
the things committed to his
oversight. In worldly armies,
sentries found asleep at their
gnardpost during times of war
used to be shot to death, Why?
Because they had put in dan-
ger the lives or freedom of the
many soldiers over whom they
stood guard. As Christian
watchmen we have even great-
er responsibilities | W 12/1526a

Friday, September 11
Now when they beheld the out-
spokenness of Peter and John,
. . . they began to recognize
about them that they wused to

be with Jesus.—dActs 4: 13.

Jesus knew that love and
humility are essential for one
to gain life in the new world.
To acquire them requires edu-
cation of the heart. Disciples
could best learn by seeing them
demonstrated ; so he drew their
attention to the countless ex-
pressions of love that Jehovah
had showered upon them. They
could also observe love and
humility in Jesus’ attitude and
his ministry, in the tender af-
fection he felt for those he
taught, in his prayers to his

Father in heaven, when he
washed their feet, and when he
willingly laid down his life for
mankind. As they would re-
flect upon the things they had
seen and heard, that instrue-
tion would begin to penetrate
to their heart, to soften it and
to cause it to respond. When
Jesus sent out his disciples he
gave them eareful instructions
on how to perform their work.
He told them what to say and
do. He prepared them for the
opposition they would meet
and impresscd on their minds
the grand privilege that was
theirs. W 9/1 9, 10a

Saturday, September 12

Those who are determined to
be rich fall into temptation
and a snare and many senseless
and  hurtful desires which
plunge men into destruction
and ruin.—I1 Tim. 6: 9.

Do you think you can take
a temporary holiday and get
some more of this world’s goods
while the secular opportuni-
ties are ripe? If so, then con-
sider what materialism leads
to. Is it worth it? From Paul’s
words quoted ahove we see
that it is not the riches or
what such represent that is
wrong, but it is the determina-
tion to have material wealth
and possessions. With such «
determination a Christian plac-
es more value on the materinl
than on the spiritual, and this
is where the danger lies. Then
study, meditation and field
service are exchanged for long-
er hours and overtime secular
work. Both husband and wife
engage in secular work, Those
who pursue this course long
enough will eventually land
outside the New World society.
Qutside there is no content-
ment, only unhappiness, grum-
bling and despair, Knowing that
materialism will perish with
this world at Armageddon, let
us gain the victory over it by
intense love for Jehovah and
Lisorganization. W 10/115, 16a



Sunday, September 13

I advise you to buy from me
gold refined by fire that you
may become rich, and white
outer garments that you may
become dressed . and eye-
salve to rub in your eyes that

you may see.—Rev. 8: 18

Here, then, is a work for
overseers: To awaken the
Laodicean kind to feel their
spiritual need and then help
them become rich in faith.
(Jas. 2:5) Such faith is rich
in Kingdom fruitage and alive
to witnessing work. It takes
away confidence in one’s own
righteousness. It leads us to
seek to be righteous in God’s
sight, with ull worldliness and
sinful nakedness put away.
Overseers must also help the
Laodiceans to apply the spir-
itual cyesalve; that is, to take
Jesus’ teachmg on matters, his
advice, his example and his
mental attitude, and to act in
harmony with guch. This is a
healing remedy against “the
desire of the flesh and the de-
sire of the eyes and the showy
display of one’s means of life.”
1 John 2: 15-17) Recovering
spiritual sight, they can be-
come eyes to othcrs, and not
be blind leaders of the blind.
W 1/15 35a

Monday, September 14

Remember those who are gov-
erning yow, who have spoken
the word of God to you, and as
you contemplate how their con-
duct turns out imitate their
faith.—Iileb. 13:7.

The true and right Shepherd
Jesus Christ is 1nv151b1e to our
sight, but we are not left with-
out visible shepherds, whom he
has given to look after the in-
terests of the flock. IFollow
such faithful shepherds. They
will never lead us astray, nor
cause any harm to come to us.
We can identify them by their
having the spirit of God. We
will know this by their faith,
their conduct and their works,
Such shepherds are taught of

God. True and faithful shep-
herds we may trust, but mere-
I{ professing ones we may not.
We must be careful, because
our lives could be in Jeopardv
False shepherds can lead us
astray. A hireling shephberd
will run when danger comes; a
true shepherd will stay with
us and will be thinking only
of how he can help us to be at
peace and to live for the serv-
ice of Jehovah God. For our
eternal welfare we must re-
member such shepherds and,
noting God’s blessing upon
them, imitate their faith. W
3/15 18a

Tuesday, September 15

If some of the branches were
broken off but wyou, although
being a wild olive, were graft-
ed in among them . . . do not
be exalting over the branches.

. . For their lack of faith
theJ were broken off, but you
are standing by faith.—Rom.

11:17, 18, 20.

Because of their faith, non-
Jews were adopted as sons of
the Greater Abraham. They
became heirs to the promise.
They received what the fleshly
descendants of Abraham lost
through unbelief, Such unbe-
lief was to the gain of the Gen-
tiles. This means they were
grafted into the symbolic olive
tree like branches from a wild
olive. The grafted-in Gentiles,
however, are required to main-
tain faithfulness in order to
remain in the symbolic olive
tree. Otherwise they will be cut
off just as natural Israel had
been. That is why the apostle
says they have no reason to
boast over the natural branch-
es that were cut off. They too
could besevered from the trunk.
Hence they must always ap-
preciate the undeserved kind-
ness God has shown them. The
same principle applies to the
other sheep. For them to re-
main in the New World society
they must keep on appreciating
God’s undeserved kindness. 1V
3/1 17, 18a



Wednesday, September 16

From the one that does not
have, even what he has will be
taken away.—Luke 19: 26.

Our minds become more keen
in perception as we study the
Bible each day and conduct
Bible studies in the homes of
the people. So by bearing fruit
in the ministry, by use of the
knowledge we have gained, we
are constantly incrcasing in
accurate knowledge. We are
alive spiritually. In contrast,
the inactive ones do not go on
increasing in accurate knowl-
edge. Bven if one sits at home
and reads for hours and hours,
he is not gaining in perceptive
powers tirough use of the
knowledge. He does not produce
fruit in God’s service. Jesus
said those who do not produce
fruit are put aside. Individ-
uals who do mnot put their
knowledge to use demonstrate
that they do not have discern-
ment, nor its key, God’s spirit.
As Jesus showed in the words
quoted above, if one does not
use what has been given. it
will be taken away from him.
The only way to go on increas-
ing in accurate knowledge, to
have spiritual discernment and
wisdom, is to be bearing fruit
consistently in God’s service.
W 5/15 24, 25

Thursday, September 17

The master of that slave will
comme on a day that he does not
expect and in an hour that he
does not know, and will pun-
ish him with the greatest se-
verity and will assign him his
part with the hypocrites.
—Matt. 24: 50, 51.

If one does not keep his
outer garments, it will mean
great unhappiness for him, be-
cause Christ removes them
from him as unworthy of wear-
ing them and then burns them
beyond recovery. That would
mean that he becomes as naked
as any worldly person who is
a sinner, only more shamefully

naked because once he was
clothed with the honorable
Christian ministry and should
have known better and lived
up to his responsibility. His
punishment would become like
that of the evil slave, as de-
seribed above. He will die with
the unfaithful and the hypo-
crites during the execution of
God’s judgments at Armaged-
don by Christ, the royal In-
spector. e will die with the
“naked” clergy who hypoerit-
ically minister in their religious
vestments at Christendom’s so-
called temple of God. Thuat
means a hopeless death, second
death. May that destiny not
be ours! W 12/15 25,29a

Friday, September 18

Do not loiter at your business.
Be aglow with the spirit. De
slaves to Jehovah.—Rom,
12: 11.

Negleeting study, failing to
keep up with the truth, for-
saking the assembling with
others of like precious faith,
cause some to drift away. These
things cause them to lose ap-
preciation for their rare priv-
ilege as Jehovah’s slaves. Such
take themselves out from under
the shadow of God’s wings.
Life in the new world of right-
eousness is too precious to sac-
rifice on the altar of lack of
appreciation or disobedience.
Study of God’'s Word is im-
portant. But it is a meaus to
an end: the obedient activity
in telling the good news of
salvation by Jehovah. There is
no place in God’s organization
for a lazy man. Jesus set the
example when just a lad by
being active at his Father's
house. (Luke 2: 49) So should
we be about our Father’s busi-
ness. Now is the time to fiud
our place in the New World
society and to maintain that
place. Love of God and of
neighbor will impel us to study
with the purpose in view of
engaging 1n that great life-
saving work. W 7/1 11, 12, 14a



Saturday, September 19

Be persevering in_prayer, re-
maining awake 1in it with
thanksgiving.—Col. 4: 2.

For our prayers to reach
God they must be uttered in
all sincerity. Those who pray
merely to be seen of men pray
in vain, for God hates hypo-
crites. Likewise, we must come
to God in humility. In view of
his greatness and our insig-
nificance, pride is most un-
seemly. Besides, in coming to
God with petltlons we come as
beggars, not as customers. We
cannot bargain with God, for
we have nothing to offer. Most
fitting, therefore, is God’s op-
position to haughty ones and
his granting undeserved kind-
ness to humble ones. Is there
any Secriptural support for the
practice of folding one’s hands
and assuming a sanctimonious
pose in prayer? No, our physi-

cal position is not important.
However, kneeling when offer-
ing prlvatc prayer is to be rec-
ommended as an aid to our
having the right mental atti-
tude of humility before our
Muker. Also, kneeling aids con-
centration. It is so casy to let
our minds wander off or to
doze if we pray while lying in
bed. No doubt that is why Paul
counseled us as above. W 8/15
5, Ga

Sunday, September 20

You are shown to be a letter
of Christ written by us as
ministers, inscribed not with
ink but with spirit of the liv-
wng God, not on stone tablets,
but on fleshly tablets, on
hearts.—2 Cor, 3: 3
Jesus Christ showed that
one of the things that makes
our service well pleasing to
God is bearing much fruit,
thereby proving ourselves his
disciples. (John 15: 8) Merely
sowing seed is not the same as
bearing fruit. That seed of
truth must be watered and
cultivated and must grow into
a productive plant in order to

bear fruit. If as a result of our
ministry the seed of truth takes
root and is cared for until it
too grows into a fruit- produc-
ing plant, then our ministry
glorifies Jehovah because it
produces more praisers. Each
congregation and each individ-
ual who shares in Jehovah’s
service would do well to pause
and ask, ‘Can I point to a
fruitage of praise-producing
dedicated praisers to Jehovah?’
Paul could and did—in the
words quoted above, If we
have no such letters of recom-
mendation we would do well to
analyze ourselves and our serv-
ice to see where improvement
could be made. W §/1 1la

Monday, September 21

Pay constant attention to your-
self an% to your teaching.
— 11IL

By paying constant attention
to ourselves we watch our men-
tal attitude, making sure that
it is not becoming negative or
sour. If it is we will not stay
for long by the Secriptural
things we have learned. We
will soon fall from the narrow
way to life. We will be greatly
helped in cultivating the right
mental attitude if we keep our
minds on what is good and up-
building. (Phil. 4:8) This
again is a matter of thinking
positively and not negatively.
And as we grow in knowledge
and maturity, so does our ef-
fectiveness as a minister. Since
this brings better results and
greater joys, we will want to
increase our preaching activity.
We will not be satisfied with a
meager service but will want
to do as much as we can. The
incentive for greater activity
will come from our own hearts.
None of the many features
of the ministry will then be
neglected by us, but we will
seck to be balanced in all of
them. Thus we will become
efficient ministers, doing much
good with Scrlptural truths.
W 6/15 34, 37, 4



Tuesday, September 22

After being baptized Jesus im-
mediately came up from the
water; and . there was a
voice from the heavens that
said: “This is my Son, the be-
loved, whom I have approved.”
—Matt. 8:16, 17.

To consummate one’s dedi-
cation to God onc must public-
1y confess it to others by being
baptized in water. Jesus set
the pattern for this rgﬁht prac-
tice, as noted above. The word
“baptism” is taken from the
Greek bdptisma, which means
“dipping.” Thus in no manner
does it have reference to
sprinkling. Notice, too, the vol-
untary action on the part of
Jesus when he submitted him-
self to John for immersion. He
placed himself completely at
John’s disposal to be immersed
backwards in the water. The
manner in which Jesus was
completely submerged or hid-
den in Jordan’s water well il-
lustrated how Jesus became
buried ag dead to his former
course of earthly life. His then
being raised up out of the
water shows how he was being
made alive for the doing of
God’s will from that time for-
ward. How suitable, then, is
water baptism as a proper
public Sf’mbol and sign of one’s
11)er)sona dedication! W 8/1

, 24

Wednesday, September 23
If you have faith the size of
a mustard grain, . . . nothing

will be impossible for you.

—Watt, 17: 20.

We must have faith not only
that God exists but also that
he will reward those earnestly
seeking him, that he will an-
swer our prayers, (Heb. 11: 6)
And do we not have sound
basis for such faith? Is not
God able to “do more than
superabundantly beyond all the
things we ask or conceive”?
And since he loves us, we may
rest assured that he is as will-
ing as he is able—so different

from imperfect man, who so
often is either willing but un-
able or able but unwilling. Did
not God answer Elijah’s pray-
er when he faced the 450
prophets of Baal? Iezekiah's
prayer when Sennacherib’s
army threatened Jerusalem?
The prayers on behalf of im-
prisoned Peter? Qur very spir-
itual prosperity is proof that
God is as able and willing to
answer prayer today as he ever
was in times past, True, we
may not always understand by
what particular means he an-
swers prayer today, but we do
know that he uses his organi-
zation, visible and invisible,
his Word and his holy spirit.
W 8/15 2, 3a

Thursday, September 24

Nevertheless, . . . they shall
walk with me in white [outer
garments].—Rev. 3:

QOur retaining our official
garments means that we are
fuvored with God’s continued
recognition as his ministers
and are retained in his holy
service, Our garments of of-
ficial service at his temple are
not taken away and burned,
obligating us to walk naked
and be disgraced before the
universe, exposed as being a
part of this world that is to
be destroyed at Armageddon.
(Rev. 16: 15) At Armageddon
the Inspector and Execationer
spares our lives. Our life pros-
pectsforthe new world of right-
eousness are preserved for us.
In this way we can stay awake
forever and can enjoy living in
God’s everlasting new world.
How glorious and honorable
it is to serve Jehovah at lis
spiritual temple now! What
inexpressible happiness there
is even now amid this dark,
evil world in serving God by
proclaiming the good news of
his Messianie kingdom ! What
a privilege it is to wear our
God-given outer garments
worthily as his ministers! W
12/15 31,33a



Friday, September 25

How handsome upon the moun-
tains are the feet of the one
bringing good news, . . . the
one saying to Zion: “Your
God has become king!”’
—Isa. 52:7

It is a joyful privilege for
anyone to be a sign of some-
thing that is lastingly good. To
people who have a right set of
values, a person who serves as
such a sign is something hand-
some, someone welcome and
worthy of a hearty reception.
So, then, a messenger who
brings good mews about the
true worship of God and about
the re-establishment of his
theoeratie organization in the
earth would be a handsome
sign. Jehovah deseribed such a
messenger as due to appear
shortly after World War
ended, while his witnesses were
yet lying in captivity to the
war-mad nations of this world.
Those who were on the watch
saw the messenger as he came
upon the heights. They rejoiced
to hear him call out to God's
organization, Zion: “Your God
has become king!” Truly they
have reason now to cry out for
all men to hear, and blessed
are those who hear and join
in the ery. W 11/15 1, 2a

Saturday, September 26

Gird yourselves with humility
of mind toward one another,
because God opposes the haugh-
iy ones, but he gives wunde-
served kindness to the humble
ones,—1 Pet. 5:5.

Running the race according
to the rules is no burden when
one has true humility. The
truly humble ones are teach-
able; they benefit from reproof.
They realize that they are not
competing in the race and that
all must run unitedly for God’s
loving reward; so they help
one another, encourage one an-
other. Humility enables one to
preach the Word to all men,
under all circumstances. It en-
ables one to train for the min-

istry and to beucfit from coun-
sel received. Humility enables
those “bearing rule” to be like
Jesus—humble and always ap-
proachable. If any man is
reaching out for the office of
overseer, let him remember that
pride is a barrier to usefulness
and greater service privileges
in God’s organization, because
God detests the proud and op-
poses them. So off with pride
that causes stumbling. On with
the garment of humility, for
“the result of humility and
fear of Jehovah is riches and
glory and life.” W 9/15 27, 28a

Sunday, September 27

If, therefore, anyone keeps

clear . . ., he will be a vessel

for an honorable purpose,

sanctified, useful to his owner,

prepared for every good work.
—2 Tim. 2:21.

What a privilege it will be
to wear these garments of the
ministry when Jehovah’'s day
conmes, exactly as a thief in the
night, and destroys Christen-
dom’s hypocritical temple of
God and overthrows the sym-
bolic dragon and wild beast
and false prophet and all the
kings of the entire inhabited
earth, whom the demon-inspired
propaganda and policies are
now gathering to Armaged-
don for their destruction!
(Rev. 16: 15) The ministerial
watchmen found awake then
and actively on duty will see
Jehovah’s eternal victory over
these foes of his true religion
and of his only rightful govern-
ment of all the universe. Thus
in place of nakedness and
shame they will survive and
enter into beauty and honor as
worthy ministers of the Most
High God of the universe in
his wonderful new world. They
will be found to be vessels
noted above. Happy indeed is
the reward of those staying
awake at the S);gritual temple
of Jehovah God. But the erucial
time for staying awake is
NOW! W 12/15 33,34a



Monday, September 28

Lxamine me, O Jehovah, and
put me t02 éhe;@ test.—Ps.

Proved must be the integrity
of cach one of us. Individually
each one is responsible to God
and to his earthly organization
to get this preaching and teach-
ing work done before Arma-
gcddou comes. We feel the re-
sponsibility that David felt,
that of maintaining integrity
and taking a definite stand for
righteousness as a ainst evil
and having no assoclation with
this old degrading system of
things. Having the Bible in
hand and being well acquaint-
ed with it, we feel ourselves
equipped to teach and there-
fore we go into people’s homes
and try to teach them Bible
knowledge. At the same time
we ourselves keep studying in
congregational meetings to be
better qualified to teach. We
remember that our leader,
Christ, was the greatest teach-
er that ever lived upon the
carth. He was able to inculcate
in the minds of his followers
the convietion that what he
taught was the truth because
what he said was backed up
by Scripture. They became his
disciples. We should try to
imi7tate his teaching. W 1/1

a
?

Tuesday, September 29

Keep on holding fast what you
have, that no one may take
your crown.—Rev. 3:11.

We, as did Christ, have made
our decision for God’s kingdom.
As long as we hold fast to our
decision by preaching the King-
dom good news, we too will be
kept from falling during this
test. We shall never be attract-
ed into Devil worship by choos-
ing and serving the kingdoms
of this world. Let Christendom
go down under the test of this
hour. We are kept standing!
The seven stars, as well as the
“other sheep” associated with
them in overseership, must

help all of Christ’s sheep
through this hour of tempta-
tion by setting a proper ex-
ample themselves and by giv-
ing them all aid. The time for
assigning crowns permanently
comes on quickly; so we must
hold fast what we have from
him by_striving to increase
those ngdom interests, by
using our all as a precious in-
strument in Kingdom service.
For the anointed ones to lose
the Kingdom interests now be-
fore Armageddon means to
lose the heavenly crown. For
the other sheep to lose what
they have means to lose New
World life under the Kingdom.
W 1/15 29, 30a

Wednesday, September 30

[Moses] esteemed the reproach

of the Christ as riches greater

than the treasures of Egypt.
—Heb. 11: 26

The God- fearmg prophets
were experts in appraising
privileges. They set the high-
est value on the call to declare
Jehovah’s  prophecies, truths
and judgments, whether de-
livered to friend or foe. A typi-
cal example is that of Moses,
as noted 1n Paul’s words quot-
ed above. In Moses’ mind and
heart a decision was reached,
an appraisal made, that set
the highest value on Jehovah's
promised blessings, which hope
easily offset anything the Egyp-
tian world might offer by way
of materialisticattraction. Dur-
ing his lifetime his appraisal
brought many blessings and
privileges as mediator between
Jehovah and Israel, prefigur-
ing the role of Christ himself.
What is more, Moses is in-
cluded among the list of faith-
ful, appreciative witnesses of
Jehovah who will have an early
resurrection. Had Moses ap-

raised his prlvﬂeges unwisely
ﬁe might have led a life of
temporary enjoyment and then
died without hope. Surely we
do well to follow the example
Moses set for us! W 2/15 8
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Announcing the Rulership of God’s Kingdom.—Ps. 145:11.

Thursday, October 1

The kingdom of the world
has become the kingdom of our
Lord and of his Christ, and
he will rule as king for ever

aend ever.—Rev. 11:15

The whole world, including
Christendom, is Gentile. So
what did the end of the *‘times
of the Gentiles” A.D., 1914
mean? It meant the end of
their treading down the king-
dom of God. In 607 B.C. the
start of the Gentile times
meant Down with the typical
kingdom of God and up with
the Gentiles to divinely per-
mitted world domination! In
1914 the end of the Gentile
times meant just the reverse.
It meant Down with the Gen-
tile treaders and up with the
kingdom of God! It meant the
birth of God’s kingdom, not at
Old Jerusalem on earth, but
up in heaven, where Jesus had
sat waiting at God’s right
hand until the Gentile times
ran out. Then God gave Christ
the active power of the King-
dom. Since 1914, while Chris-
tendom’s clergy continue spir-
itually blind, deaf and dumb
as to this sensational news
event, we announce to all the
world, “God’'s kingdom rules!”
Are we individually sharing in
that announcement to the full?
W 10/15 35, 41

Friday, October 2
Your people will offer them-
selves willingly on the day of

your military force.~Ps.
110: 3.

Willing service to Jehovah
and Christ is required of all
those keeping their places in
the New World society. “Be
slaves to Jehovah,” the Scrip-
tures say. Those who are will-
m% slaves of Jehovah are also
voluntary ‘‘slaves to the Mas-
ter Christ.” Such have accepted
his loving invitation: “Take
my yoke upon you and become
my disciples . . . For my yoke

is kindly and my load is light.”
(Matt. 11: 29, 30) Here, then,
is where our proper place is—
under Christ’s kindly yoke of
service, pulling with him and
his organization. There is no
place in this organization for
any who grudgingly hold back,
or for those who stubbornly
want to go their own way. The
voluntary slaves of Jechovah
are and must be hard workers,
who gladly team up with Jesus
Christ and one another and
apply their minds and bodies
and all their talents toward ad-
vancing the Kingdom interests.
W 7/15 16a

Saturday, October 3

Love of money is a root of all
sorts of injurtous things, and
by reaching out for this love
some have been led astray
from the faith and have stabbed
themselves all over with many
pains.—I Tim, 6: 10

It is not the possession of
money that is evil, but it is
the love of it or the placing of
one’s salvation in it that brings
evil results. As regards those
who do not possess wealth but
long for it, it is their constant
longing for and seeking after it
that brings the evil results, be-
cause of using time and energy
dedicated to God’s service to
attain it. Such a course can
bring only disappointment, for
its sustaining power is short-
lived. So how utterly foolish it
is to forsake the riches of Je-
hovah’s service for this fleeting
bit of security! It is uncanny
how the love of money invades
a man’s mind and becomes like
a malignant growth. It readily
replaces the love for God and
becomes an insatiable desire.
Yet it brings no lasting pleas-
ure_even to the one attaining
it. Let us therefore shun such
a materialistic course and not
be deceived by the thoughts
and examples of others. W
4/1 24



Sunday, October 4

Lven though I walk in the
valley of deep shadow, I fear
nothang bad, for you are with
me; your rod and your staff
are the things that comfort me.
—Ps. 4

You do not want to lose any
of the sheep in your care, do
you? Their safety lies in keep-
ing in the fold and depending
upon the Great Shepherd to
watch over them, even as we
are assured in the words quot-
ed above. Therefore you must
watch that the sheep do not
stray from the fold. Your
work is to keep out marauders.
Look after the sheep. Be care-
ful of wolves in gheep’s cloth-
ing. Today multitudes are
flocking into the New World
society and all kinds of men
are coming. We want to help
these to clean up and dedicate
their lives to God. Those who
refuse to do so you are to keep
your eye on, for the protection
of the sheep. You also must
lead the sheep out to pasture
or else they will weaken and
die. Show the sheep where
they can browse upon the
Word of Jehovah. Teach them
how to study. Break up the
food for them while they are
young. Go into necessary ex-
planations so they will under-
stand. W 8/15 7, 8a

Monday, October &
If we confess our sins, he is
faithful and righteous so as to
forgive us our sins aend to
cleanse us from all unright-

eousness.—1 John 1:9.
Knowledge plus selfishness,
knowledge plus disobedience,
that is, sin against accurate
knowledge, results in disaster.
(Heb. 10: 26, 27) Jehovah ex-
pects us to use the accurate
knowledge that is available to
us, to make it a defense so
that we will not slip back into
the ways of the old world. This
is not to say that mistakes can-
notbemade. But these mistakes
are not willful mistakes made

against accurate knowledge.
These are sins due to our in-
herited imperfections and per-
haps lack of knowledge. When
anyone falls under this im-
perfection he should quickly
put forth effort to make things
right with the Father in heav-
en. Jehovah extends mercy to
us. We should go to him and
ask forgiveness, taking com-
fort from the words of John
stated above. This accurate
knowledge that Jehovah is
merciful gives us a fortification
against feeling depressed and
helps us to keep a happy spirit
as we continue to serve him.
W 5/15 15, 16a

Tuesday, October 6
I am longing to see you, . . .
that there may be an inter-
change of encouragement
among you, by each one
through the other’s faith, both
yours end mine.—Rom.
s

Are we attending and partic-
ipating in the meetings? Not
only is it important to attend
but it is very important to say
something constructive while
there. This enables us to be-
come more qualified to teach.
At the meetings spiritual mat-
ters are discussed and one ac-
quires wisdom and understand-
ing. We become fortified with
the sayings from God’s mouth ;
and since he is unalterably oP-
posed to materialism, an appli-
cation of the principles in his
Word will aid us to fight this
menace. Hence the value of at-
tending and participating in
the meetings. And is it not
good and encouraging to hear
the expressions of the newer
brothers? Nothing is so heart-
warming as to hear the com-
ments of those new in the
truth and to watch them grow
to maturity, transforming their
mind and heart from this old
system to_the new. This is in-
deed good inmsurance against
materialism. Keep your love
where their love is and you
will please Jehovah. W 10/1 6a



Wednesday, October 7

The maiden herself will ac-
tually become pregnant, and
she is ?iving birth to a son and
she will certainly call his name
Immanuel.—Isa. 7: 1},

Joseph of Nazareth was
hesitating about taking his
fiancée Mary as a wife, for in
some unexplained way she had
become pregnant. In & dream
God’s angel appeared to Joseph
and told him not to be afraid
to take Mary, for “that which
has been begotten in her is by
holy spirit.” On waking up,
Joseph proceeded to do as told.
In due time Mary bore a son
and his name was called Jesus.
At the age of thirty years Je-
sus began to preach the king-
dom of God. For his loyalty to
God’s kingdom he was put to
death. On the third day God
raised him from the dead.
Forty days later he ascended
to heaven., From there, by use
of his human sacrifice and by
use of his great power in heav-
en and in earth, he went ahead
saving his people, his follow-
ers on earth, from their sins,
that they might gain everlast-
ing life in God’s new world.
Thus he has proved that “with
us is God,” and thus the name
Immanuel properly belongs to
bhim.—Matt. 1: 18-25. W 11/15
15, 16

Thursday, October 8
Sing to Jehovah a new song,
for wonderful are the things

that he has done.
—Ps. 98: 1.

Have we reason to be un-
believing toward all the grand
things contained in this new
song to Jehovah? No, but on
the foundation of his Word
and the fulfillment of its
prophecies we have every in-
ducement to exercise faith in
the new song. Concerning God
we are told: “The one seated
on the throne said: ‘Look! I
am making all things new.’
Also he says: ‘Write, because
these words are trustworthy

and true”” (Rev. 21:5) It
will please him and he will ap-
prove of us if we believe the
new song he has composed. It
will please him still more if
we prove our faith by learning
all the grand things of that
new song and then singing it
ourselves for all to hear, yes,
for Him, too, to hear. “Sing to
Jehovah a new song” is the
divine command to us today.
Happy are we if we obey and
sing it out lovingly and fear-
lessly. It will mean our own
salvation and the salvation of
men of good will who hear us
and join us in singing to the
honor of Jehovah God_and of
hisg promised Seed, the King of
the new world. W 4/15 27, 28a

Friday, October 9

No one cen be e slave to two
masters . . . You cannot be
slaves to God and to Riches.
—Matt. G:2}.

Root out materialism to
make room for the spirit. “Do
not put out the fire of the
spirit” by an overloading of
material cares and possessions.
With limited time and energy
we cannot be slaves to two
masters. Which will we choose?
Is it difficult to decide to give
up materialism? Then con-
sider this. We have started
Bible studies with persons and
then had them quit when they
saw the obligations of service.
We knew they were wrong,
that they should not have wor-
ried about such things, for in
time as they learned more they
would have grown strong and
wanted to preach. They could
see what they must give up,
but were too new to appreciate
what they would gain. Let us
not be like that concerning
materialism ; seeing only what
we are asked to give up but
not appreciating what we will
gain spiritually. Rather, like
Paul let us look beyond the ma-
terial loss to see the spiritual
gain that makes the loss as
nothing.—Phil. 3: 8. W 6/1 20



Saturday, October 10

Happy is the man that is
listening to me by keeping
awake at my doors day by day,
by watching at the posts of
my entrances.~—Prov. 8: 34.

When any worshiper of Je-
hovah studies God's Word pur-
posefully andintelligently, seek-
ing certain information to
equip himself for carrying on
his ministry and for meeting
a foreseen occasion, it serves
as a spiritual stimulant to him.
This needs to be done regular-
ly, prayerfully to God, for he
gives wisdom generously. Such
makes for happiness, as noted
above, and happiness stimu-
lates. However, we need to
be awake when studying. We
need to make progress in study,
really adding to our knowledge
and understanding because of
study. Moreover, we must keep
up with the advance of knowl-
edge and understanding of
God’s Word. To do this, we
must study what progresses
farther ahead of what we al-
ready know and understand.
What we study should be pro-
gressive in its information, not
dwelling continually on the
primary things. What we study
should be upbuilding to our prop-
er desires and impulses. Then
our study becomes very refresh-
ing and stimulating to mental
alertness. By such study we
grow to Christian matureness.
W 12/15 12, 13a

Sunday, October 11
Because of my integrity you
have upheld me, and you will
set me before your face to time

indefinite—Ps. }1:12,

The Communist governments
have come out boldly declaring
that Jehovah’s witnesses are
preaching the kingdom of God
and this they must stop be-
cause it is different from their
government. The only way that
we will be sgoptped in our God-
given work is for these brutal
governments to take our lives,
and they have taken many.

That is what the IRoman
government tried to do. Look
what happened to it! It never
succeeded! The brutality of
nations hag never been able to
wipe out Christianity, and it
never will. Every true Chris-
tian who has ever lived, wheth-
er under very distressing times,
such as now exist behind the
Iron Curtain, or under other
unfavorablecircumstances, will
not be stoprl)ed in his preach-
ing Jehovalk’s kingdom but
will continue to walk in his
own integrity. Enduring temp-
tations, trials and testings goes
to prove our integrity. A
Christian must be able to say
as he goes along in life: “As
for me, in my integrity I shall
walk.,”—DPs. 26: 11. W 1/1 Tb

Monday, October 12

Love ts long-suffering and

obliging—1 Cor. 13: 4

Love will keep us from shy-
ing away from territory or
homes where we may not have
been received hospitably in the
past, and from favoring cer-
tain types of territory over
others. It keeps us optimistic
when the message we bear is
repeatedly rejected. Having
done our best to prepare and
present it, we know that the
sheep know the Master’s voice
and respond, and we rejoice as
we sce before us the clear evi-
dence of the dividing work that
is now being performed under
the direction of the King Je-
sus Christ through the preach-
ing being carried on by his
anointed brothers and their
other sheep companions. When
one accepts the truth, how glad
we are to have associated with
us another one of the Lord’s
sheep ! And when we have done
our part in preparing and,
where possible, presenting the
megssage, instead of being dis-
couraged we have our faith
made more firm when we be-
hold the prophecy-fulfilling scof-
fers who reject the good news.
—2 Pet. 3:3, 4 W 5/1 12a



Tuesday, October 13

To the angel of the congrega-
tion in Pergamum write: . . .
“T know where you are dwell-
ing, that is, where the throne
of Satan is.”—Rev. 2: 12, 18.

In view of the prominence
in Pergamum of all manner of
Devil worship, including the
worship of the emperor, it was
not without good reason that
the above was said regarding
the congregation there. Today
with nationalism _being so
rampant, with the images and
symbols of nationalism being
treated as sacred and idolized,
with the image of the United
Nations being adored by over
eighty nations, and with the
expelled Satan now come down
to earth’s residents and having
great anger, we are like Perga-
mum in dwelling where Satan’s
throne is. Can Christ praise
us too through the angel of the
congregation for our holding
fast his name and not denying
our faith in him as Savior and
King, even though thousands
of our brothers have been mar-
tyred, like Antipas, whom
Christ calls “my witness, the
faithful one, who was killed by
your side, where Satan is
dwelling”? If he can do so,
then we are like the congrega-
tion in Pergamum in this re-
spect. W 1/15 12, 13a

Wednesday, October 14

Maintain your conduct right
among the ézagiéms.—l Pet.

A balanced Christinn will
think carefully lest he do any-
thing that will bring reproach
upon Jehovah’s name, He will
not profane God's name by
improper actions. He will re-
member that little forethought
is much better than a great
deal of remorse. He would also
do well to think how his ac-
tions will affect others in the
congregation. How will it af-
fect new members and people
who are just manifesting in-
terest in the truth? If an over-

seer should become careless
and lose his Christian balance,
will he not cause those who
are weak in the faith to stum-
ble? Will he not cause some
good-will persons to become
cold toward God’s organiza-
tion? Will they not misjudge
it by his wrong action and
speak evil of it? Great damage
can be done by the Christian
who loses his balance. This
should never be forgotten or
ignored. But if we permit rea-
son, not passion, and logie, not
emotion, to move us, we will
find it much easier to main-
tain our equilibrium, our bal-
ance, our conduct right among
the nations. W 6/15 19-21

Thursday, October 15

Because you kept the message
about my endurance, I will
also keep you from the hour
of test.—Rev. 3: 10.

God'’s kingdom message tells
us that endurance in his wor-
ship and service 1is vital
Preaching that message calls
for endurance, the kind that
Christ displayed. In our en-
durance we must be Christlike.
He did not quit, he did not
give into the enemy, he did
not give up the service and
the spiritual war. He kept on
doing his Father’s will. He
held out to the bitter end. So
he was resurrected to an eter-
nity of triumph. There i8 ben-
efit in conforming ourselves to
the message about his en-
durance. We are kept from the
hour of test now on the whole
earth. How? Just as Jesus
wus. When faced with a choice
of all the kingdoms of this
world, he rejected the kingdom
of Satan. He chose the king-
dom of God by choosing to
worship Jehovah and not
Satan to whom all man-made
kingdoms belonged. By holding
to that initial decision Jesus
was upheld all through the
test of his integrity. Likewise
we, by holding fast to our de-
cision to serve Jehovah, will be
able to stand. W 1/15 28, 29a



Friday, October 16

Let us hold fast the public

declaration of our hope with-

out wavering, for he is faith-
ful that z}romrg;ed.—ﬂeb.

Each issue of The Watch-
tower should be eagerly await-
ed and its contents consumed
with relish. And we should
study it with the thought in
mind of “bearing fruit in every
good work and increasing in
the accurate knowledge of
God.” (Col. 1:10) That is
the commendable attitude. We
should put our spiritual dis-
cernment to good use by aiding
others. This can be done at the
weekly congregational meet-
ings, where there are many
new ones who find it hard to
understand the truths present-
ed. Here is where our com-
ment will open up to the minds
of the newer ones an under-
standing of a point not clear
to them. So in our advance
personal study of The Watch-
tower we should not overlook
this privilege. Prepare to that
end by possibly underlining or
noting such outstanding points.
Then at the suitable moment
during the meeting let us be
quick to contribute our share
to the study for the edifying of
others. We can thus also be in-
citing others to love and right
works in making this public
declaration. W 7/1 25-27

Saturday, October 17

Qur Father . .., do not bring
us into temptation, dbut deliver
us from the wicked one.
—AMatt. 6: 9, 13

Of course, praying for Je-
hovah’s blessing upon our ef-
forts implies that we ourselves
arc doing all we can, putting
forth our best efforts. For us
to pray without acting in line
with our prayers would be hy-
pocrisy. God does not do for
us what we can do for our-
selves. We can hope to reap
only if we do not give out in
doing what is right, While it

is God who makes it grow, let
us not forget that there would
be nothing for God to make
grow had Paul not first plant-
ed and Apolles watered. Nor
may we expect God to answer
our_ prayers if we act the op-
posite from the way we pray.
How can God answer our pray-
er, “Do not bring us into temp-
tation,” if we get careless about
making straight paths for our
feet or, worse yet, walk delib-
erately into temptation? What-
ever may be the exact import
of those words of Jesus, one
thing is certain: they ecommit
us to a course of avoiding
temptations. So ask for what
we will, by our very asking we
obligate ourselves to do our
part. W 8/15 18a

Sunday, October 18

Whatever you are doing, work

at it whole-souled as to Jeho-

vah, and not to men, for you

know that it is from Jehovah

you will receive the due reward.
—Col. 8:28, 2}

Think of the delightful life
that will be ours in helping to
restore the earth to paradisaic
rest; of being on hand to greet
the appreciative men and wom-
en receiving their promised
resurrection, and who will en-
joy God’s new world with the
Armageddon survivors. If we
consider the joys set before us,
we will, like Jesus, sell all we
have to gain that new world.
Each privilege granted us is
like a signpost assuring us
that we are on the right road,
heading in the right direction.
This is not the broad, spacious
road of ingratitude that leads
off to certain destruction. The
road leading off to life is the
road of appreciation. (Matt.
7:13, 14) Let us be among
the few who find it. We ecan,
by appreciating our privileges
at the world’s end. May we
appraise highly whatever gifts
and privileges God extends to
us, faithfully using them to
his honor. W 2/15 18-20a



Monday, October 19

I will put my Spirit within
you, and cause you to walk
in my statutes, and ye shall
keep mine ordinances, and do

them.—HEzek. 36: 27, AS.

This shows that we must be
led by Jehovah’s spirit and
must constantly respond and
go forward_ under the leading
of that spirit. It shows too
that, as an organization and
as individuals therein, we must
walk in God's_statutes, keep
his ordinances, doing the things
that he outlines for us to do.
These requirements we cannot
meet by conforming to the old
world and by relinquishing our
privileges of ministering. Now
18 not the time to take on old
worldliness. Now is the time
to progress in new worldliness.
These requirements that God
has laid down in his Word are
necessary for increage. It is
the keeping of these require-
ments that has brought Jeho-
vah’sblessing and increase until
now. It is the keeping of these
requirements in the days ahead
that will continue his blessing
and prosperity. Foremost is
the principle that it is Jeho-
vah that gives the increase,
and we as his servants merely
serve obediently in love.—1
Cor. 3: 6-9. W 2/1 4-6a

Tuesday, October 20

The person that has suffered in
the flesh has desisted from
sins, to the end that he may
live the remainder of his time
in the flesh, no more for the
desires of men, but for God's
will—1 Pet. 4:1, 2

The true slave will subject
himself completely and irrev-
ocably to the service of his
Master. Blessed and happy
will be the lot of those slaves
of Christ, because the Father’s
blessing will include inheriting
the kingdom that was provided
for such faithful slaves. Slav-
ery with this righteous Master
can be a happy and desirable
position even for his other

sheep. That is why we are so
happy at this time. We rec-
ognize that we are in covenant
relationship with Jehovah and
have vowed to be in servitude
to his every command. Rather
than seeing how the limiting
bonds given us as slaves may
be stretched to suit our own
desires, let us say: ‘How can I
conform my course of action to
be absolutely certain that I
am within the restrictions set
by the Master?’” The righteous
course, free from rebellious
tendencies, means life forever
to the faithful, willing slaves.
W 4/15-Ta

Wednesday, October 21

Then Jesus came from Galilee
to the Jordan to John in order
to be baptiz%d % him.—Matt.

It is important, too, that
Jesus went to a dedicated serv-
ant of Almighty God to have
the baptism performed. Just as
Jesus went to a dediecated serv-
auntfor baptism, he told his elev-
en faithful apostles to “make
disciples of people of all the
nations, baptizing them . . .,
teaching them.” (Matt. 28: 19,
20) 'These words Jesus ad-
dressed not to the priests, Sad-
ducees, or Pharisees, but only
to those apostles who were
loyal ambassadors of his.
Furthermore, we notice that
they were told to make dis-
ciples of people. That meant
to give to others instruction
and information first, and then
it was upon this condition that
later they were baptized, and
by the same dedicated servants
of God. At that time they
heard and received the truth
only through Jehovah’s wit-
nesses. Today a similar situa-
tion exists. People hear and re-
ceive instruction of the truth
only from those that are truc
witnesses and dedicated serv-
ants of God, and the baptizing
should be performed by per-
sons that have previously been
baptized. W 8/1 3a



Thursday, October 22

Salvation we owe to our God,
who i3 seated on the throne,
and to th’? I%mb.—Rev.

Back there in King David’s
day even alicn residents in Is-
rael were loyal to him because
he was Jehovah’s anointed
ruler, the one with whom the
covenant had been made for an
everlasting dynasty and a firm-
ly established throne. Even
Jonathan the son of the re-
jected king Saul displayed un-
breakable loving-kindness to
David because he was Jeho-
vah’s chosen one. Today we
find faithful imitators of those
ancient backers and upholders
of David. The great crowd
who come to a knowledge of
God’s kingdom covenant with
Christ and his_joint heirs now
loyally give their support to
the Permanent Heir of the
everlasting covenant. What if
they are of so many diversified
nations, tribes, peoples and
languages" This does not in-
fluence them against giving
their allegiance to God's
government in the heavens.
They address themselves to
Him on his throne and to his
Lamblike Son Jesus Christ and
hail them. With a loud voice
they unitedly cry out in public
confession in the words stated
above. W 12/1 19, 20a

Friday, October 23

Never has another man ?poken
like this——John 7

What is it that gnes such
force to the words of Jesus?
Why is his speech so persua-
sive? First of all, because he
taught the truth and he had
Jehovall’s spirit. Also, it was
because he presented it in
terms that his hearers could
casily grasp. Fishermen would
easily grasp the idea when he
illustrated his points with fish
and nets. Who that knew any-
thing about farming would not
appreciate his comments on
the harvest, men working in a

vineyard, a hen with her chicks,
an animal cau'ght in a pit, and
the weather? To others, refer-
ences to wages and to Gehenna,
Jerusalem’s city dump, would
vividly convey thoughts. Jesus
was flexible, adaptable in his
preaentatlon of the truth., The
message itself did not_ change
in the least, but Le understood
the people he was teaching be—
cause he was interested in
them, and he approached the
subject from their vlewpomt
He watched for the reaction of
his hearers and then took it in-
to consideration in his further
comments. He associated points
difficult to accept with things
well known. He is a teacher
we should copy. W 9/1 1la

Saturday, October 24

Keep looking, keep awake, . . .
for you do not know when the
master of the house is coming,
.« . in order that when he
arrives suddenly he does not
find you sleeping. . .. I say to
all, Keep on the watch.—Mark
13:33-37.

Men who have been appoint-
ed as overseers in a congrega-
tion of God’s temple class have
a gpecial reagonsibility to keep
on the watch against the de-
velopment of any bad or im-
proper conditions. (Acts 20:
28-35) Moday there is even
greater need than at the time
Paul wrote those words. None-
theless, all worshipers at the
true spiritual temple of Jeho-
vah must stay awake and
watch, not alone against un-
clean intruders but also for
the coming of the High Priest-
ly Inspector. Jesus warned us
about the uncertainty of the
time of the final inspection, at
which time it will be made
plain  whether we have en-
dured in the worship and serv-
ice of God down to the finish
of the period of watching, at
the complete end of this world-
ly system of things. This means
for all to keep on the watch.
W 12/15 18, 19



Sunday, October 25

Come to me, all you who are
toiling and loaded down, and
I will refresh you. Take my
yoke upon you and become my
disciples, for I am mild-tem-
pered and lowly in heart, and
you will find refreshment for
your souls.—llati.
11:28, 29.

When Jesus walked the
earth he began to teach, not a
new doctrine, but a summary
of the L.aw, namely, Love God
—love your neightor. Today,
as his followers we¢ inust be his
sincere pupils, anxious to know
what he has to say. A pupil
must be interested in and love
his instructor in order to grasp
the ideas of his teacher. If the
instructor has the opportunity
of being with a devoted pupil
long enough, his student will
soon be like his instructor and
will walk and live like him.
That is exactly what happened
with the disciples of Jesus.
When he said to them the
words quoted above he meant
that he would take the time to
explain to them all the difficul-
ties and problems of life and
he would help them overcome
the world, even as he had
overcome it. After having been
taught by Jesus we are obligat-
ed to tell others about the re-
freshing things he taught us,
W 1/1 10, 8a

Monday, October 26

To the rest of you who are in
Thyatira, . . . the very ones
who did not get to know the
“deep things of Satan”, as
they say: I am mnot putting
upon you any other burden.
—Rev. 2: 2},

It is not necedful for us
to enter into fornication to get
to know what it is like by ex-
perience and thus “know the
‘decep things of Satan.”” The
Judge who knows by principle
what it is warns against it.
His warning is sufficient. Then
Christ will not put upon us a
burden of responsibility and

we will keep free from congre-
gational responsibilit’i‘ for bad
conditions inside it. Therefore
let women see their proper

sition in the 'congregation.

n proper occasions let them
wear a head covering as a sign
of submission, as a sign of not
trying to usurp the position of
the man, whether as a star
overscer or as a ministerial
servant. Let them not induce
any brother to fornication, spir-
itually or bodily. Let all the
congregation jealously guard
what 1t has, the Christian
purity of doctrine and of con-
duct and the treasure of King-
dom witnessing. Then Christ’s
coming as Executioner of judg-
ment will be, not with mortal
unishment, but with New
World rewards. W 1/15 19,21a

Tuesday, October 27

“Master, do you want us to
tell fire to come down from
heaven and annihilate them?”
But [Jesus] turned and re-
proved them.—ILuke 9: 54, 55.
We do well to take this in-
cident to heart. There is no
reason to get excited when we
meet open opposition. Paul's
counsel is that ‘“a slave of the
Lord does not need to fight,
but needs to be tactful toward
all, . . . keeping himself re-
strained under evil.” We are
sent to teach the truth. A cut-
ting, sharp tongue seldom is a
good teacher. Our hearts go
out to the people who have
been “skinned and knocked
about like sheep without a
shepherd.” Although they may
coldly reject the message when
we call, we do not hold it
against them. We know it
means life for them if they
embrace the truth. Because of
this loving attitude on our
part thousands have learned
the truth. Being wise, our
heart, or seat of motive, is
stirred by love. That helps us
to keep In focus the real sit-
uation of the people we serve
and to show insight in dealing
with them. W 9/1 16, 17a



Wednesday, October 28

You were running well, Who
hindered you from keeping on
obeying the truth?—Gal. 5: 7.

If our proper place in the
New World society of diversi-
fied assignments is that of a
full-time pioneer or missionary,
then it is certainly foolish to
allow the anxieties of the old
world to prevent us from oc-
cupying our rightful place.
God has a place for each one
of us in his organization, just
as he has a place for each one
of the countless stars of space.
In his highly organized New
World society he has a proper-
ly assigned place for each: for
appointed servants and for
congregation publishers, for
those old and those young in
years, for part-time and for
full-time ministers. It is there-
fore most important for every
one of us to find our proper
place quickly in this associa-
tion. And having found our
place in the constellation of
the New World society, we
must remain faithfully in it.
Only thus may we hope to sur-
vive Armageddon and live for-
ever in eternal peace and hap-
piness. W 7/15 19,20

Thursday, October 29

“You are my witnesses,” is the
uiterance of Jehovah, “‘even
my servant whom I have
chosen, in order that you may
know and have faith in me,
and that you may understand
that I am the same One. Be-
fore me there was no God
formed, and after me there
continued tosbel gone.”—]sa.

As witnesses of Jehovah we
are exclusively devoted to the
divine Sovereign of the uni-
verse and to the interests of
his promised new world at
hand. As such we are glad to
make known that all nations
today owe their life to Jeho-
vah as the great Creator and
Fountain of life, inasmuch as
all the nations have a common

descent from the patriarch
Noah. We deplore the fact
that the inspired Word of the
Universal Sovereign is ignored
due to the delinquency of the
religious leaders of Christen-
dom, who have made the peo-
ple forget the holy name of the
Sovereign God by various re-
ligious means, whereas we,
His witnesses, take the great-
est pleasure in honoring and
vindicating that holy name and
in confessing before all men
that the name by which He
alone is d: inguished is Jeho-
vah.—Ps. §3: 18. W 11/1 6-8a

Friday, October 30
They brought in the golden
and silver vessels which had
been taken out of [Jehovah’s)
temple, . . . and the king and
his lords, his wives, and his
concubines drank from them.
They drank wine, and praised

[their] gods.—Dan.

23 b .

We do not want to be Baby-
Ionish like the world of man-
kind, celebrating a Belshazzar’s
feast and carousing carelessly
and depending upon the mili-
tary establishment of this
world and misusing the very
things of Jehovah and blas-
pheming him, doing all this
on the very night of doom,
when the miraculous hand-
writing has appeared on the
wall and when the miraculous
interpretation has been given.
Such Babylonish self-indul-
gence and unspiritual worldli-
ness would be certain to in-
duce drowsiness and case-tak-
ing and to throw us off guard,
and to stifle prayer to God. It
would dull one to one’s re-
sponsibilities as a Christian
minister of the good news of
God’s kingdom and weaken
one in standing for principle,
and cause one to forget the
lateness of the time. Only a
wicked slave eats and drinks
and gets drunk, in_the thought
that his master will be a long
time in coming home and tak-
ing an account. W 12/15 1la



Saturday, October 31

The Father himself has affec-
tion for you.—John 16:27.
That the great Sovereign of
the universe should provide for
weak, imperfect and sinful
creatures of dust to come into
his presence whenever they
wish and with whatever is on
their hearts and minds surely
is another proof that “God is
love.” And, conversely, is not
prayer an expression of love
on our part, love for God and
for our brothers? In making a
dedication we did not dedicatc
ourselves to an impersonal
cause, but to a person, our
loving heavenly Father. We

may liken our prayers to long-
distance telephone calls that a
child, while away from home,
makes to his father. Qur heav-
enly Father has made all the
provisions, he has taken care
of all the expenses—and do
not think that it did not cost
him something. It did, the life
of his only-begotten Son—and
it makes his heart glad for us
to call on him in prayer, for
he truly loves us. We like to
visit with those we love, do we
not? If we love our heavenly
Father we will visit with him
often. Do we as much as we
might, or are we lacking in ap-
preciation of his affection for
us? W 8/15 20, 21a

Seeking to Do the Divine Will on Earth.—Heb. 13:20, 21.

Sunday, Nevember 1
He said to him: “Shepherd my
little sheep.)’—John 21: 16.

Jesus, who thus counseled
Peter, set the example for all,
and his record is perfect. As a
faithful shepherd he did not
lose one sheep. Examine your
record. Have you been guilty
of losing any of the sheep of
God? It is known that some
leave because their hearts are
not set on Jehovah. But what
about the others? Have you
lost any because of your neg-
lect or carelessness, or b{ of-
fending them, or by not lead-
ing them into the ways and
ministry of God and Christ?
Has there been failure to feed
them, not following up on
back-calls, not condueting Bi-
ble studies with them, not
helping them at the meetings?
When they have been weak,
have we quickly gone to their
aid, or have we shown indif-
ference? If they have been
spiritually sick, have we cared
for them? Let each examine
himself and consider this shep-
herding work more thoroughly
and carefully for himself, to see
whether it shows that he truly
loves his Master. W 3/15 11a

Monday, November 2

[Lovel does mot look for its
own interests.—1 Cor. 13:5.

We must put our interest in
our neighbors above our own
personal convenience and re-
turn in spite of rebuffs, indif-
ference, unfavorable weather,
ban on our work and threat of
imprisonment or even death if
we continue. We know that
only those who willingly re-
ceive the mark in the seat of
their intelligence will sur-
vive Armageddon. It is be-
cause we love our neighbors
that we urge them to become
reconciled to God, ‘“‘whether
they will hear, or whether they
will forbear.” (Ezek.2: 7, AS)
Those who will respond to the
message and receive the mark
are described as “a great
crowd, which no man was able
to number.” Well aware of
that fact, none of us may take
it upon ourselves to say that
because a certain territory has
been covered many times the
work in it is done and no more
sheep are to be found in it.
‘We gladly continue with our
ministry until Jehovah says it
is enough by making the cities
wasted without inhabitant.
W 5/1 17a



Tuesday, November 3

Repent and do the former
deeds. If you do not, . . . I
will remove your lampstand
from its place—Rev. 2:5.

It is the responsibility of
the overseer “star” to light the
way back for those against
whom Christ holds loss of
their first love. They should
take steps to stir up in these
losers their original love.
Their love of Christ’s sheep
will move overseers to go out
and try to bring back those
staying away from meetings or
becoming carcless. They will
try to counteract the danger
of love growing cold, for no
loser of one’s first love can be
a final member of God’s con-
gregation, (Matt., 24:12) It
is time, therefore, to remember
what one has fallen from, and
then sorrowfully change one’s
mind and get back to doing
former deeds. Otherwise one
will not be acting as part of a
lampstand, namely, letting
one’s light shine. If an over-
seer should let all his sheep
grow loveless and fall away
and cease to shine, Christ
would, in effect, remove his
lampstand. So he must see to
it that the lampstand or con-
gregation hghts up its part of
the “field.” W 1/15 5a

Wednesday, November 4

Brace up your minds for activ-
ity, keep completely balanced
and set your hope upon the
undeserved Fkindness that is
to be brought to you at the
revelation of Jesus Christ.
—1 Pet. 1:13

As we draw nearer to the
complete end of this present
wicked system of things, it
will become increasingly more
difficult to stay on the narrow
road of Christian integrity. It
will require greater skill and
stronger determination to keep
spiritually balanced. If a per-
son is unsteady now, how can
he stand then? The goal at the
end of the road is worth all the

effort and endurance necessary
to maintain good balance. Our
future is a bright one, an end-
less one, if we keep our eyes
on the goal ahead and our feet
firmly planted on the road of
Christian integrity underneath.
With good spiritual balance
we can walk that narrow way
as sure-footedly as a skilled
tightwire walker walks his
thin wire, It is only by main-
taining our balance in all
thmgs that we will reach our
goal. And in the process of
getting there we will be de-
pendable and wuseful instru-
ments in the hands of Jehovah
God and his theocratic organi-
zation. W 6/15 31, 32a

Thursday, November 5
[God’s] will is that all kinds
of men should be saved and
come to an accurate knowledge

of truth.—1 Tim, 2: 4.

It is our privilege to be
used of Jehovah in ecarrying
out this will of his: teaching
others accurate knowledge so
that they too can become part
of the New World society.
While this knowledge and our
faith will help all of us
through Armageddon, that will
not be the end of takmg in
knowledge. Thereafter it will
increase more and more. In
the new world all will be free
forever of harmful supersti-
tions and fears. The new world
will fully absorb the interest
of its every inhabitant. Be-
cause Jehovah’s knowledge is
infinite, the taking in of knowl-
edge by his subjects will never
end. There will be new things
to learn for eternity, because
God is the great Source of ac-
curate knowledge. Seeing what
is ahead of us, we ought to
take in as much accurate
knowledge now as we can,
Lay a good foundation of
knowledge, somcthmg strong
to build on in God’s new world
when “the earth shall he full
of the knowledge of Jchovah,
as the waters cover the sea.”
W 5/15 23a



Friday, November 6

And I began to hear the voice

of Jehovah saying: “Whom

shall I send, and who will go

for usf” And I proceeded to

say: “Here I am! Send me.”
—Isa. 6:8.

The great Source of the
good news of good things, Je-
hovah God, is the One that
sends his messengers on foot to
declare his message, (Isa.
52:7) Isaiah himself exempli-
fied that fact. This was at the
time that he had a miraculous
vision of Jehovah of armies
enthroned in his temple, When
Isaiah heard the seraphs de-
claring the holiness of Jehovah
he felt so unholy and unclean
that he feared for his life. At
his outery one of the seraphs
cleansed him. After Isaiah was
in this cleansed condition he
heard God asking for someone
to be sent and to go on a mis-
sion. Isaiah looked upon it as
a high honor to be sent by God
and to go for him on a mis-
sion. The offer was open to a
elean person that would will-
ingly offer himself. Isaiah
leaped at the rare privilege.
His offer of himself was ac-
cepted. Today it is likewise the
privilege of both the remnant
and the great crowd of other
sheep to respond eagerly to
calls for service. W 11/15 5a

Saturday, November 7
The word of God is alive and
ererls power and is sharper
than any two-edged sword and
picrces even to the dividing of
the soul and spirit, and of the
joints and their marrow, and
is able to discern the thoughts
and intentions of the heart.

—Heb. 4:

. Secretly we may have mate-
rialistic designs and be jealous
of what someone else has. This
would in time influence our
thinking and cause us to be-
come off-balanced and covet-
ous. Jehovah in his Word indi-
cates how strongly he feels
against covetousness, for he

included this in one of the Ten
Commandments, Covetousness
is really the ‘l}x wer of wrong
desire at work, and in time
one’s thoughts will give way
to action, for, where the treas-
ure is, there the heart will be
also. How profitable it is,
then, not to allow our thinking
to dwell on materialistic im-
proper desires! We should be
satisfied with the necessities
and let the joy of Jehovah’s
service be our real satisfac-
tion. A failure to let the prin-
ciples of God's Word direct
our thinking can result in our
being drowned in the sea of
materialism. W 10/1 17

Sunday, November 8

To do your will, O my God, 1
have delighted.—Ps. 40: 8.
Job had everything, lost it

all, and still loved Jehovah

and did not sin against him.

Jesus Christ gave up his heav-

enly glory and took the form

of a man, Why? Because he
loved his Father., And so with

Christians today. It is right to

give Jehovah true worship, It

is right to follow his com-
mandments. It is right to en-
dure the sufferings that come
from the Devil’s organization
and his worldly government
for speaking the truth. Because
one walks in his integrity and
lives by right principles he is
happy. Many times one endures
physical torture, isolation in
concentration camps, with-
drawal of his freedom of
speech, but yet he holds to
right principles to preach the
good news of God’s kingdom
when and wherever he can do
s0, and he is pronounced hap-
py. He is happy! The lives of
Jehovah’s witnesses over the
past six thousand years prove
this to be true. The experi-
ences of Jehovah’s witnesses
in communistic countries prove
this to be true. They show that
endurance certainly helps us
to prove our integrity. 1/1

2, 3b



Monday, November 9

You must love Jehovah your
God with your whole hcart
and with your whole soul and
with your whole mind. . . .
You must love your neighbor
as yourself—Matt. 22:37-39.

In view of the tragie results
of man’s own self-determina-
tion in life, let us select an-
other pattern of life that has
lasting benefits. Instead of
acting upon our own impulses,
why not consider the unself-
ish suggestion recommended
bg Jesus in the words quoted
above? These commandments,
rather than giving freedom of
choice, extremely limit the
course of action that could be
pleasing to Jehovah. They re-
move self-choice entirely. In
fact, these words crowd out
of one’s life any desire other
than that of complete obedi-
ence to Jehovah. This was the
blueprint of life for Jesus and
will be for his followers. When
we dedicate our life to Jeho-
vah God, we vow that we will
follow the footsteps established
by the Master Servant. This
means that we must be a slave
to our Master. But is that not
far better than being a slave
to sin, the only other alterna-
tive, a bondage that can only
bring us death? W 4}/1 1,2a

Tuesday, November 10

Philip . . . declared to him the
good news about Jesus. Now
as they were traveling over
the road, they came to a cer-
tain body of water, and the
eunuch said: “Look! a body of
water ; what prevents me from
getting baptized?’ . .. and he
baptized him.—Acts 8:35-38.

This account concerning
Philip and the Ethiopian ecu-
nuch is given for our guidance.
Here we note that instructions
were given by the faithful
servant of Almighty God, and
when the candidate received
the good news he wanted also
to be a servant, and to be im-
mersed, This marked the open

or public acknowledgment of
his dedication of himself to
serve Jehovah God. Likewise
when Saul of Tarsus was di-
rected to go to Damascus, it
was not until Jehovah’s serv-
ant, Ananias, was dispatched
to where Saul was staying and
Saul received instruction from
Ananias that he recovered his
sight and was filled with the
holy spirit, even agthe account
states at Acts 9:17-19. It was
necessary that he come in con-
tact with Jesus’ disciples, the
witnesses of Jehovah, and then
doubtless Ananias, a true serv-
ant of God, performed the bap-
tism of Saul. W 8/1 4, Ha

Wednesday, November 11

If you offer praise with a gift
of the spirit, how will the man
occupying the seat of the ordi-
nary person say Amen to your
giving of thanks, since he does
not know what you are saying?
—1 Cor, 14: 16.

Prayer is not only an ex-
pression of love but it also
causes us to grow in love. Au-
dible prayer sincerely uttered
in the presence of our broth-
ers binds us together in love;
the heart sentiments we hear
expressed are our sentiments;
we think and feel alike. What
a privilege the apostles had to
hear Jesus utter the prayer
recorded at John 17! Prayer
in the family binds the family
closer together, and prayer at
the various congregational
meetings binds the members
of the congregation closer to-
gether. In rubbing elbows with
our fellow Christian we may
at times have our feelings hurt
and because thereof cherish a
little resentment. But when
we hear him humbly, earnestly
and in childlike simplicity
represent us in prayer to God,
all resentment melts away. In
writing to the Corinthians on
the need of being understood,
Paul implied the upbuilding
value of congregational prayer.
W 8/15 26a



Thursday, November 12

Quit being fashioned after this

system of things, but be trans-

formed by making your mind

over, that yow may prove to

yourselves the good and accept-

able and complete will of God.
—Rom. 12: 2.

It is impossible to stand still
in Jehovah’s organization. If
we do not progress we will go
downstream and eventually
end up in the ‘dead sea.” So
advance, grow up, mature! It
is a matier of making the
mind over, learning to think
according to God’s way of
thinking. Coming out of the
religions of this world, where
we paid someone to do our
thinking, we must undergo a
radical change, even as noted
in Paul's words quoted above.
So prepare for the congrega-
tional studies by reading and
studying the Bible and the
Watch Tower publications at
home. Read a portion of the
Bible daily. Reading the Bible
is like listening to Jehovah
speak of past, present and fu-
ture happenings. It aids us in
locating ourselves in Jehovah’s
arrangement of things. As we
Jearn through study, we will
find our perceptive powers
trained and we will be able to
“carry on as men.” W 7/1 Ta

Friday, November 13

Should the righteous one strike
me, it would be a loving-
Findness; and should he re-
prove me, it would be oil upon
the head, which my head
would not_ want to refuse.

—Ps. 141:5.

We need all the encourage-
ment and incitation that we
can get by meeting with the
faithful brothers and by en-
zaging with them in an inter-
change of comfort, faith and
hope. In this cold world,
where the love of the greater
number has cooled off, the en-
couragement, admonitions and
incitements that the faithful
brothers give us at meetings

are like the slaps that the Ger-
man witnesses of Jehovah gave
to one another when impris-
oned naked in a Nazi dungeon,
where the bitter cold induced
to sluggishness and drowsi-
ness, in order to keep one an-
other awake and active and
thus prevent freezing to death.
Slaps may sting but be_life-
saving for us. “The wounds in-
flicted by a lover are faithful.”
Prov. 27:6) Testifying to
the same are the above-quoted
words of David, who did not
despise reproof. So meeting to-
gether with our fellow wor-
shipers and ministers results
in a powerful stimulation to
stay awake. W 12/15 18a

Saturday, November 14

Pride is before a crash, and a
haughty spirit before stum-
bling.—Prov, 16 18.

The spirit creature now the
Devil himself started out well,
but pride led to his downfall ;
a humiliating crash awaits
him at Armageddon, From the
case of Satan and from Paul’s
warning about a newly con-
verted man’s serving as an
overseer, it becomes apparent
that the possession of author-
ity and respomsibility makes
one susceptible to pride. There
was proud and powerful Ha-
man, whose pride led to his
downfall. There was proud
Nebuchadnezzar, who lost his
sanity after glowing with
pride over his achievements.
There was King Belshazzar,
who refused to humble himself
and so lost a kingdom and his
life. There was the pride of
Herod, who arrogated glory to
himself instead of giving it to
God and so was eaten up with
worms. There was King Usz-
ziah of Judah; once a faithful
worshiper of Jehovah, he stum-
bled when pride entered his
life. Flor his presumptuous act
of offering incense in the tem-
ple he was stricken with lep-
rosy. Truly, with_ presumptu-
ousness comes dishonor.
~—Prov. 11: 2. W 9/15 7-9a



Sunday, November 15

All those for whom I have
affection I reprove and disci-
pline. Therefore be zealous and
repent. To the one that con-
quers I will grant to sit down
with me in my throne.
—Rev. 3:19, 21.
Christ out of affection re-
proves and disciplines, Over-
scers under him must do like-
wise. Laodiceans should ap-
preciate this courageous, open
display of affection and be
zealous to repent or change
their mind and then their way
of life. So let all of us be
warned by the reproof given
to the Laodiceans. We must
overcome the materialism of
this world in this time of the
end. To each conquering one
Christ promises a heavenly
throne. To the conguering
other sheep he promises a po-
sition before his throne, a posi-
tion of loving favor in the new
earth of God’s new world of
righteousness. Shine on, then,
you overseers, as stars in
Christ’s right hand, acting as
his angels to the congrega-
tions., Shine on, you congrega-
tions, as lampstands that he
retaing in their place. May he
give you his careful attention
and protection, that you may
even shed forth light to en-
lighten all who will be saved
forever. W 1/15 36, 38, 39a

Monday, November 16

For the joy that was set before
him he endured a_ torture
stake, despising shame,
—Heb. 12: 2.

Looking intently at Jesus’
fine appreciation for what is
worth while, we correctly
learn to evaluate things. We
can also despise reproach from
all who oppose our Christian
course. The joy of serving Je-
hovah forever will be the thin
of value in our lives. We wil
copy Jesus' example and glad-
ly sell our interest in anything
that would prevent our gain-
ing the Kingdom. Valuable
lessons in appreciation Jesus

gave us in his illustrations of
the treasure hidden in a field
and of the pearl of high value.
(Matt., 13:44-46) Jesus had
appreciation, he recognized the
true value of serving God. He
sold all and even gave up his
earthly life to gain the King-
dom. Satan tested Jesus’ ap-
preciation by offers of sclfish
gain, but nothing in Satan's
system of things could attract
Jesus and influence him to
lessen the high value he set on
the Kingdom. Nor did his
treasure of Kingdom service
depreciate with time; it grew
in appreciation and undoubted-
ly still does. That is the ex-
ample Paul wants us to copy.
w 2/15 10

Tuesday, November 17
Not by might, nor by power,
but by my Spirit, saith Jeho-
vah of hosts.—Zech. }:6, AS.

The deplorable conditions
that exist world-wide are
known to all, Nineteen centu-
ries ago our Christian brother,
the apostle Paul, wrote an ad-
vance description of what we
have observed to be the condi-
tion. (2 Tim. 3:1-5, 12, 13)
In view thereof, our getting
together from the four quar-
ters of the globe for the Divine
Will International Assembly
stands for no small achieve-
ment, It was, however, nothing
over which to boast on our own
part. Almighty God is the One
who brought it all about. He
himself spread for us the most
appetizing spiritual feast that
we enjoyed there, and he is-
sued to us the loving invita-
tion through his visible organi-
zation on earth. He also pro-
vided the means for so many,
many thousands of us to get
there. He protected and pre-
served us on the way there.
and his protection was over us
in that assembly. He brought
us to that occasion that had
no equal. To him we tender all
the credit. With the above-
quoted words of Zechariah we
heartily agree! W 11/1 11,8



Wednesday, November 18

Wisdom is for a protection the

same as money is for a protec-

tion; but the advantage of

Inowledge is that wisdom it-

self preserves alirve its owners.
—Hcel. 7: 12

Qur money may be taken
away from us but not our ac-
curate knowledge—if we have
made it sure. It keeps us filled
with joy under all circum-
stances. With this accurate
knowledge and our faith we
face up to our enemies, espe-
cially the spiritual forces in
our spiritual warfare, Calmly
and with confidence in Jeho-
vah we stand forth as his wit-
nesses, bearing fruit even in
adversity, and offering accu-
rate knowledge to others, We
can do this because we know
we are never alone, This
knowledge makes us a strong
defense. Doubtless many more
of us will suffer persecution in
many lands, even as many
still  suffer in totalitarian
lands, while Satan makes his
last stand against Jehovah. To
survive in the warfare we
must be strong of mind. There-
fore, while we huve the oppor-
tunity of taking in so much
accurate knowledge of Jeho-
vah from his Word, let us be-
come filled with accurate
knowledge as a defense in these
evil days. W 5/15 20,22a

Thursday, November 19

The lving Father sent me
forth.—John 6:57.

One fact we should not over-
look. Jesus and his apostles
and disciples were, one and
all, sent by none other than
Jehovah of armies. They were
signs and wonders from Him!
That is the One by whom all
who come to do God’s will to-
day want to be sent, Of what
power and authority is it for
us to be sent by any one
of the religious sects or nation-
al or world religious groups if
we are not sent by Jehovah of
armies as Isaiah and Jesus

and his twelve apostles were?
It is to Jehovah of armies
through his Sign, Immanucl,
the Lord Jesus Christ, that
we have come, to do Jehovah's
will, just as Immanuel himself
came to do it when he was
baptized. Come we must, and
offer ourselves we must, will-
ing to be sent and to go any-
where we are sent, if we
want to be accepted and be
sent by Jehovah of armics. In
this course we want to imitate
Isaiah and Jesus Christ. Oth-
erwise we should be doing the
will of religious organizations
of Christendom. In this time
of the end we want to do the
divine will, the will of Jeho-
vah of armies, W 11/15 8a

Friday, November 20

It is before God that we are

speaking in connection 1with

hrist. But, beloved ones, all

things are for your upbuilding.
—2 Cor. 12:19.

For our sakes our under-
shepherd brothers have gladly
given all they had to serve us
so that we may live in the
peace and favor of God. They
have assisted us so as to know
how to gvreﬁch the good news
of the Kingdom, how to make
known the marvelous purposes
of our heavenly Father, We
have been trained to do these
things ourselves and have been
taught how to train still oth-
ers to do them. We have been
united, and the lost sheep have
been brought into the fold.
How wonderfully favored we
are to be God’s sheep and
cared for by faithful shep-
herds! Yes, now the time has
come to increase the flock. And
let us not forget that the pros-
perity of the flock is best pro-
moted when shepherds are
mindful of their great respon-
sibility to God and Christ. The
members of the organization,
the Lord’s sheep, can facilitate
the fulfillment of the duties of
these shepherds by obedience
and submissiveness. W 3/15
28, 29a



Saturday, November 21

For a day in your courtyards
is_better than a thousand else-
where. I have chosen to stand
at the threshold in the house
of my Qod rather than to move
around in the tents of wicked-
ness.—Ps. 84: 10.

The perspective we take is
important to our maintaining
spiritual stability. A good per-
spective helps create the prop-
er evaluation of our ministry.
We cannot divorce ourselves
from God’s organization and
consider it of no value to us.
We need it for spiritual food,
for its association, for its en-
couragement, and we need it
for direction and instruction
in the ministry. We cannot
zet along without it. Having
the right perspective of God’s
purposes will give us a clear
view of the important place
the theocratic = organization
holds in those purposes. We
will see how it is doing the
great work Jesus foretold at
Matthew 24: 14 and how God
is blessing it and causing it to
prosper. We will always cher-
ish it and stay close to it. We
need the help it can give that
we may maintain our balance
on the narrow way to life. We
will therefore voice the appre-
ciation of the psalmist, as
noted above. W 6/15 12,13a

Sunday, November 22
Christ suffered for you, leav-
ing you a model for you to

follow his steps closely.

— et. 2:21.

There are not many people
in the world today that will
stand for right principles and
even suffer for them. Jehovah
loves those who will. He is
very much interested in men
and women who will walk in
their integrity and who will
endure even to death for right-
cousness., Peter appreciated
this fact and so wrote as
above. That is something to
think about, for no individual
hag ever endured as much
pain, ignominy and shame as

the perfect Jesus went through
for the vindication of Jeho-
vah’s name. This was a thing
agreeable with God. Then
there was Job in_his suffer-
ings. (Jas. 5:11) Why is this
suffering allowed, and for
what reason do we endure?
The answer is integrity. Will
we worship Jehovah because
we love him, or because we
must? Because we get happi-
ness, or because it brings us a
reward? Jesus kept his integ-
rity because he loved his Fa-
ther and was happy in his
service. If we love our Father
and are happy in_his service
we too will endure. W 1/1 1, 2b

Monday, November 23
You have purified your souls
by your obedience to the truth
with unhypocritical brotherly

ove~—1 Pet, 1:22.

The response to the truth of
God’s Word by persons re-
sults in their becoming wor-
shipers of God, and thus it is
that the truth is the instru-
mentality of gathering and of
increase. This really means
that the iuncrease is on the
terms that God has set out
in his Word. That is to say,
in order for a person to be-
come a Christian and be in
line for New World blessings,
it is necessary that_ he meet
God’'s terms, obey his com-
mandments. God does mnot
change his requirements or
modify, weaken or lessen them
to induce people to love and
serve him. In view of the fact
that it is our response to the
truth or our conformity to
the Bible that enables us to be
Jehovah’s witnesses, or to be
in the New World society in
the first place, it follows un-
questionably that to continue
and progress in this joyful,
happy, blessed relationship to
God we must continue to obey
his Word. This we must do
respecting all the issues of
life. We continue to serve Je-
hovah on his terms, not on
ours. W 2/1 18a



Tuesday, November 24
For my gart, I will most glad-
ly spend and be completely

spent for your souls,
—2 Cor, 12: 15.

Qur service as shepherds
should be unstinting. The
apostle Paul did not think of
his personal comforts. He was
beaten with rods, was stoned,
wag in dangers at sea, in the
cities, spent slecepless nights—
why? So he might give a good
account to God who, through
Christ, had charged him: *I
am sending you, to open their
eyes, to turn them from dark-
ness to light and from the au-
thority of Satan to God.”
(Acts 26:17, 18) Are you
like Paul, or do you shrink
back from giving your
strength, your time, or from
suffering, or from giving up
your own comforts for the
sheep? Are you spending and
being spent for the sheep? All
the apostles spent and were
spent. And if you have prob-
lems, do not burden your
sheep with them. Rather, dis-
cuss them with other shep-
herds, and if they cannot help
you, take them to the Chief
Shepherd, Jehovah God. “Cast
all your anxiety upon him, be-
cause he cares for you.”
(1 Pet. 5:7) He will take
your burden and answer your
prayers. W 3/15 10, 8a

Wednesday, November 25

Forgetting the things behind
and stretching forward to the
things ahead, I am pursuing
down toward the goal.
-—Phil, 3:1838,

We must do as did the apos-
tle Paul, whether our goal be
life in the heavens or life upon
a paradisaic earth. Perhaps, as
did he, we can organize our
life to take hold of the glori-
ous treasure of full-time Beth-
el, missionary or pioneer serv-
ice. And having taken such a
forward step, let us make it
our determination to hold on
to our privileges of service. It

is easy to step aside and let
somcone else take over, but
the pattern set out for us in
the Bible is that of faithful
servants who stuck to their
work. Certainly Jesus gave us
the foremost example. Then
there is Abraham who acecept-
ed a foreign service assignment
when he was seventy-five years
old, and he stayed in it for a
hundred years, until the time
of his death. May it be the
determination of every one of
us to copy these patterns of
faithfulness. Having begun the
course, let us run with endur-
ance the race that is set be-
fore us—Heb, 12:1, 2, W
5/1 21a

Thursday, November 26

The undeserved kindness of the
Lord Jesus Christ and the love
of God and the sharing in the
holy spirit be with all of you.
—2 Cor, 13:14.
What has made us one
Christian people despite the
fact that we come from so
many diversified peoples is
that we have separated our-
selves from this world and its
hateful conflicts and have dedi-
cated ourselves through Jesus
Christ to our omne God and
heavenly Father, and we sin-
cerely pray to him in unity:
“Let your will come to pass,
as in heaven, also upon earth”;
not the will of the worldly na-
tiong under their god Satan.
‘We are thankful to Jehovah
that our earthly organization
is theoeratic because it is ruled
by God the Most High as head
over all, and our Leader under
Him_ is no political dictator
but is Jesus Christ our Right
Shepherd, and (fod’s holy spir-
it 1s the active forece that
moves us and accomplishes
God’s will through us, even as
Paul recognizes in the text
cited above, Also, the inspired
Holy Scriptures are our book
of law and instruection and
highest education. Let ug prove
we are thankful by zealous
service, W 11/1 21,22a



¥riday, November 27

Let anyone who is being orally
taught the word share in all
good things with the one who
gives such oral teaching.
—dGal. 6:

When we find one who re-
sponds to the voice of the Right
Shepherd, is our job done? No,
we must call back to study the
Bible with him so_ he learns
what he must do. We should
take great care to be sure that
he is really learning, that he
understands the points, and is
making progress toward ma-
turity. Not all will progress at
the same pace, but by eareful
orfanization the spiritual de-
velopment of each one will re-
ceive proper attention. En-
courage the new one to ex-
press himself, even as noted
above. And if when the com-
ment is given, it appears not
to have been given with under-
standing, show yourself a good
teacher by discussing the point
further and drawing out more
comments from the student.
Teach the student to reason
things out, to see their rela-
tion to things previously
learned, to include in his an-
swers the scriptures that prove
them to be right. Repeat im-
portant points so they will not
be forgotten. 1V 9/1 18a

Saturday, November 28

When you catch sight of the
disgusting thing that causes
desolation, . . . then let those
in Judea begin fleeing to the
mountains.—Matt, 24: 15, 16.

God's Word denounces those
religious organizations who
supported the League of Na-
tions as guilty of blaspheming
and as setting up the idolatry
of a vain scheme through asso-
ciating God’s kingdom with it.
They grossly deceived all man-
kind by advocating an abomi-
nable counterfeit for God’s true
kingdom, and they brought
great reproach upon the Most
High God. Thank God, how-
ever, that the kingdom of God

did not fail with the League
of Nations. Though the League
died an eternal death, God's
kingdom has continued to rule.
From 1920 onward Jehovah's
witnesses have exposed it as
being the “abomination of des-
olation” mentioned by Jesus
in _his prophecy on the end of
this world. Jehovah’s witness-
es dissociated the League of
Nations from God’s kingdom
and declared that the League
would fail. They have devoted
themselves to carrying out Je-
sus’ prophetic command at
Matthew 24:14, at the same
time warning all men of good
will to heed the above-quoted
words. W 10/15 20,21

Sunday, November 29
Jehoval’s spirit is upon me.
because he anointed me to de-
clare good news to the poor, he
sent me forth to preach a rc-
lease to the captives and ¢ re-
covery of sight to the blind, to
send the crushed ones away
with a releasc, to preach Jeho-

vak's acceptable year,

—Luke }: 18. }9.

To prove by the Bible that
he was sent by Jehovah and
therefore was ordained by him,
Jesus on a Saturday went into
the synagogue of Nazareth,
where he had been known only
as a carpenter. Mounting the
speaker’s stand he called for
the book seroll of Isaiah to be
given to him. Unrolling it he
found the words of Isaiah 61:
1, 2, and read them as recorded
above. When Jesus had rolled
up the scroll and sat down to
preach he said: “Today this
seripture that you just heard
is fulfilled.” In this way he
became a living, speaking sign
to them that the Messiah, the
Christ, Jehovah’s Sent and
Anointed One, was present.
He became a wonderful por-
tent indicating that deliver-
ance was at hand, for Jeho-
vah's acceptable year had come,
and that in him, the King,
God’s kingdom was in the
midst of the Jews. W 17/15 9a



Monday, November 30
Te who s sowing with a view
to his flesh will reap corruption
from his flesh, but he who is
sowing with a view to the spirit
will reap everlasting life from

the spirit.—Gal. 6: 8.

As lovers of Jehovah let us
thoughtfully appraise our situ-
ation. Let us realize that keep-
ing pace with the New World
society and growing in spirit-
ual stature are vital in fight-
ing materialism. On this issue
of life and death let us take
counsel from the organization
and apply it to our everlast-
ing good. Remember that god-
ly devotion is to be pursued,

not materialism, and that it is
not safe to venture beyond the
bounds of the New World so-
ciety. No, not even though we
may feel strong enough to re-
sist the enticing lure of ma-
terialism out there. Let us
never forget for one moment
that others have succumbed.
Materialism is deadly. It is a
sowing to the flesh. Recognize
its ever-present dangers, It is
no respecter of persons, There-
fore, in company with your
faithful brothers all over the
world, fight materialism for
your life. Fight it by sowing
with a view to the spirit.
W 10/1 18,19a

Staying Watchfully by the Right Things.—1 Tim. 4:16.

Tuesday, December 1

Become watchful, and fix firm-
ly the things remaining that
were ready to die.—Rev. 3:2.

The thing to do is to in-
crease our knowledge. This
means attending the meetings
of the congregation and help-
ing to make these mectings
alive; it means keeping up
with the progressive truth; it
means usinlg1 that truth by tell-
ing it to others inside and out-
side the congregation. To aid
each one to this end the con-
gregation overseer together
with his ministerial assistants
will arrange to keep each mem-
ber awake spiritually and not
let the local organization die,
having no good works to show
that it has spiritual life. They
will work to increasc the at-
tendance of members at meet-
ings. They will bring the mes-
sage up to date by incorporat-
ing fresh, live doectrines as
these are revealed. They will
strive to enlarge the activity
of the congregation in all the
needed forms of service. They
will widen out the witness and
drive it home more. They will
not let the congregation be-
come pleasure-alive but service-
dead. W 1/15 24a

Wednesday, December 2

Happy are those who are con-
scious of their spiritual need.
—Matt, 5: 3.

Lack of appreciation stems
from failure to recognize one’s
spiritual need, for one cannot
love and appreciate God until
one comes to know who He
is, what he stands for, how he
thinks and what his loving
purpose is toward his crea-
tures. We must therefore fight
the plague of ingratitude by
diligently studying God’s
Word. More than at any other
time, we have so much for
which to be grateful. The long-
awaited Kingdom government
has been installed in heavenly
office and has already begun
ruling in the midst o{ its en-
emies. It is here to stay. We
can stay too if we appreciate
the nced to support it with
full allegiance and devotion,
seeking first the Kingdom in
our lives. The King’s invisible
presence makes this a dal‘; of
fudgment. The most searching
loyalty test in history is now
in progress. Only those who
are truly conscious of their
gpiritual need will meet that
test successfully, for only such
will properly equip themselves
spiritnally. W %/15 3-5a



Thursday, December 3
The One forming the eye, can
he not look?—Ds. 94:9.

Seemingly the Israclites
thought their nefarious prae-
tices and open rebellion were
not observed by God_and they
felt they were getting away
with something; but God’s
vision was never blighted.
When they were exposed, they
did reap thorns. Fruitfulness
could not Possibly come from
their rebellion—only thorns.
(Jer, 12:13) 'There is no
fruitful yield from loathsome
works, Today, too, persons of
that mind become grieved
when God’s anger is exercised
against them through his or-
ganization, and they are cast
outside ; or even if their secret
deeds of evil are not known by
God’s visible organization so
that proper disciplinary action
can be taken, Jehovah is still
aware of this and such ones
soon become very sick spirit-
ually, because they do not have
his favor, his blessings or his
spirit any longer. Jehovah does
not tolerate the lawless ones.
Rebels are cast outside of Je-
hovah’s favor for not adhering
to his strict and righteous
principles. His true servants,
on the other hand, are dedi-
cated to complete loyalty. W
4/1 12

Friday, December 4

Let us not sleep on as the rest
do, but let us stay awake and
keep our senses.

—1 Thess. §: 6.

At the Kingdom Hall study
of The Watchtower, questions
are asked. Everyone in attend-
ance has the privilege of an-
swering. It is a spirited meet-
ing, enjoyed by all. It is not
a place to come and sleep.
Iach one there should be pres-
ent not only physmally but
also “in spirt.” Accurate
knowledge cannot be assimi-
lated by one asleep. In Geth-
semane Jesus asked his disci-
ples, whom he had requested
to watch while he prayed,

‘“TIow can you slcep?’ Yes,
how_ can we sleep when the
words of life are being dis-
cussed? Jesus promised that
where there are two or three
met together in his name, he
will be in their midst, Certain-
ly no one wants to sleep with
such an important guest pres-
ent! Nor should we let our
minds wander from the impor-
tant spiritual matters under
discussion onto mundanc
things. Forget them and con-
centrate on taking in accurate
knowledge. Put anxiety away
and place your mind on spirit-
ual matters, making God’s
kingdom your grecatest care.
W 7/18, 9a

Saturday, December &5

Everyone that exalts himself
will be humiliated, but he that
humbles himself will be exalted.
~—Luke 18: 14

With true humility one gains
the ability to see himself as he
really is; likewise he is able
to see others as they are. Be-
ing free from any need to be-
little their qualities and suc-
cesses, he can heartily appreci-
ate what they are and do. By
reason of humility, then, one
thinks of himself no more high-
1y than he ought to think. True
humility will keep even persons
with superior education from
puffing up and stumbling by
reason of pride. How distorted
the world’s view of humility,
that it is weakness or a cloak
to conceal weakness! Actually
pride is weakness; humility is
strength. Christ Jesus was the
humblest man that ever walked
the earth., Yet he was the
strongest of the strong, the
most courageous of the coura-

eous, the wisest of the wise.

hat great works he did, yet
he disclaimed all personal cred-
it! Far from being a cloak for
a lack of intelligence or energy,
humility is true strength and
health. It is the steppingstone
to glory, as Jesus shows in
the words quoted above. W
9/15 22-24a



Sunday, December 6

Although youw ought to be
teachers in view of the time,
you again need someone to
teach you from the beginning
the first principles of the sa-
cred pronoungmgents of God.

While millions of the people
today ought to be taught the
truth in God’s Word, there are
not enough qualified ministers
to teach them. Many of Jeho-
vah’s witnesses are themselves
new in the truth and as yet
have not taken upon themselves
the responsibility of teaching
others. They are preaching
from house to house, but they
have not assumed the duties of
a teacher. How long must one
wait to be a teacher? That is
not hard to decide. Paul indi-
cates that as soon as one
knows the fundamental teach-
ings of God’'s Word, then he
should begin teaching at least
these truths to others. As he
matures he can help others in
advanced study, but before
that he could be a teacher. 1f
the other person he meets in
the field while witnessing
knows nothing or only a little
of God’s Word, the new King-
dom_publisher could at least
teach his pupil as much as he
knows by using the Bible as
his textbook, W 1/1 17a

Monday, December ¢

Ile that has endured to the
finish is the one that will be
saved.—Matt, 24:13.

It is one thing to find a
pearl of great value. It is
quite another thing to keep
from losing it. It was one thing
for Adam and Eve to find
themselves in the Edenic gar-
den of perfection; it was quite
another matter whether they
proved worthy of remaining in
it forever, It is truly important
for us to find and take our
proper places in the New
World societi of Jehovah’s
witnesses without delay. But

once we are in it, it is even
more imperative for us to keep
that precious place faithfully.
It is not so much who comes
into the truth as it is who re-
mains in the truth, for there
is no such thing as “once saved
always saved.” It may seem al-
most unthinkable that a person
like the apostle Paul would
ever lose his place, yet he saw
the ever-present danger of do-
ing that very thing, To prevent
such a calamitous thing from
happening to him he said that
he browbeat his body and led
it as a slave, (1 Cor. 9:27)
‘We must do the same if we
would endure to the finish and
be saved. W 7/15 1a

Tuesday, December 8

The sheep i{ollouz him, because
they know his voice. A stranger
they will by no means follow.
—John 10: 4, 5,

Natural sheep are harmless,
inoffensive, docile creatures
and completely lacking in guile.
They respond to kindness and
are obedient to the call of
their shepherd. All the shep-
herd has to do is to call the
name of the sheep, and the
sheep goes running to him.
Sheep are quite defenseless on
their own, yet they are exposed
to many dangers, such as wild
animals and robbers. Where,
then, does their defense lie?
First, in keeping together with
the other sheep in the fold, and,
secondly, in trusting a faithful
shepherd who keeps watch over
them. So it is with the Lord’s
sheep at the present time. We
really have no means of de-
fending ourselves against at-
tack of ferocious men and or-
ganizations of this world. Our
defense ig in keeping with the
flock of God within the fold
and in trusting with all our
heart the Great Shepherd, Je-
hovah, and the Right Shepherd,
Jesus Christ, and our faithful
brothers who are appointed to
be shepherds of the flock. W
3/15 21a



Wednesday, December 9

Is there anyonc sick among
you? Let him call the older
men of the congregation to
him, and let them pray over
him . . . And the prayer of
faith will make the indisposed
one well—Jas. §:14, 15.

When we err sclf-examina-
tion is good, but not self-con-
demnation, for it may lead to
spiritual sickness. For such the
above-quoted words of James
are the remedy. Be willing to
get counsel from brothers and
follow the good advice they
give from the Scriptures. Je-
hovah has made this provision
for his servants so that they
can grow strong again, to be
useful to him in his service.
Sometimes one who is spirit-
ually sick or has done wrong
is afraid he may receive cor-
rection or chastening or em-
barrassment; but this correc-
tion is good for him and should
be accepted in the knowledge
that Jehovah chastens those he
loves. It is not to break the
spirit of the offender. After-
ward he will be much stronger
for it. It is by getting accurate
knowledge of how to proceed
and by following it that we can
regain happiness and be pro-
tected from falling again in the
same way. W 5/15 17a

Thursday, December 10

Unless Jehovah himself guards
the city, it is to no avatl that
the guard has kept awake.
—Ps. 127: 1.

In relation to God's spiritnal
temple and his pure worship,
the purpose of staying awake
and keeping on the watch is
to keep his pure worship un-
defiled from the intrusion of
any unclean persons and of
any uncleanness from this
Babylonish old world. It is to
see to it that the pure and
acceptable worship is main-
tained, promoted and brought
to others in order that the life-
saving benefits may flow from
it to others and that God may

thus be honored and exalted.
All true Christians, who are
the ones favored with having
the one and only God-given
religion, are responsible to
keep on the watch, as long as
they are in this Dabylonish
world. They must keep watch
with God's help, trusting in
the assistance of his holy
angels and in the activity of
his holy spirit, even as indi-
cated above. Qur watching and
guarding may be imperfect and
incomplete, but God’s watch-
ing is perfect and is over every-
thing concerned and is able to
se¢ through any emergency.
We need_to have him watch
with us. W 12/15 17

Friday, December 11

Counsel in the heart of @ man
is as deep waters, but the man
of discernment is one that will
draw it up.—Prov. 20: 5.
When a person holding a
responsible position has many
important decisions to make,
he may lose sight of the fact
that he is merely a servant of
Jehovah. He should remember
what happened to Moses and
Aaron, and humble himself be-
fore God. Humility must not
be lost sight of no matter what
position we may hold in God’s
organization. (Jas. 4:10) Hu-
mility is essential to our hav-
ing the right mental attitude.
The person who has it is will-
inﬁ to _accept counsel from
others. No matter what posi-
tion he may hold he knows
that he is imperfect and can
profit from ecounsel. He will
encourage others to speak the
counsel that is in their hearts.
He will not let his position
create a barrier that will cause
that counsel to stay in their
hearts. He knows that he needs
it more than anyone else be-
cause of the load of responsi-
bility that rests upon his shoul-
ders. The humble overseer who
draws that counsel out is in-
suring the maintenance of a
golo(()i mental attitude. W 6/15
-10a



Saturday, December 12

Certainly, then, shall not God
cause justice to be done to his
chosen ones who cry aloud to
him day and night, even
though he is longsuffering to-
ward them? I tell you, He will
cause justice to be done to
them speedily.—Luke 18:7, 8.
Do we love our brothers?
One way in which we can show
this is by praying for them.
In addition to the fine exam-
ples given by Jesus, such as
that recorded at John chapter
17, we have those of Paul.
When unable to be personally
present with his brothers he
not only wrote loving letters
of instruction and encourage-
ment, but also kept praying for
them. To mention but two ex-
amples: “I continue mention-
ing you in my prayers.” “I
continue praying, that your
love may abound yet more and
more.” In this respect also let
us imitate Paul as he imitated
Christ. Ispecially should we
remember our brothers who
have the greater responsibili-
ties, and those who may be
suffering persecution., If our
hearts go out to these brothers,
we will “keep on asking” in
behalf of them, even as Jesus
urged upon us in his illustra-
tion of the importunate widow.
—Luke 18:1-8. W 8/15 23,
248
Sunday, December 13
To you the privilege was given
in behalf of Christ, not only
to put your faith in him, but
also to suffer in his behalf.
—Phil, 1:29
Appreciation is a matter of
the heart, and the heart in-
volves the question of what we
really love; it takes perfect
Jove to cast out fear. (1 John
4:117, It is fear that is
restraining the love of some
for God and his kingdom and
for their neighbors, whom they
ought to be busily telling about
the Kingdom. Our brothers in
Russian slave camps or behind
prison bars in the Dominican

Republic are not  afraid of
ersecution that is already
appening to them, They have

love and appreciation and with

it Jehovah’s spirit and blessing.

Jehovah inspired Paul to put

down such appreciation-build-

ing counsel, as in the above-
quoted verse together with its
context. (See also 2 Timothy

2:3.) Our brothers in prisons

and slave camps appreciate

Paul’s words. They know that

their endurance is an indica-

tion from Jehovah God that he
is with them and that salva-
tion will be their reward. They
agree with Panl: 1t is a privi-
lege to suffer in Jesus’ behalf.
W 2/15 8, 9a

Monday, December 14

The world is passing away and
so is its desire, but he that
does the will of God remains

forever.—1 John 2: 17.

Materialism warped the ap-
preciation of Gehazi, Elisha’s
co-worker. Because he misap-
praised the valuc of material
things he was smitten with
leprosy. (2 Ki. 5:20-27) Cer-
tainly this leper no longer
could enjoy the privilege of
serving Jehovah with Iclisha.
So we must beware that ma-
terialism now at the world’s
end does not lead us into an
unfit condition where we can
no longer acceptably serve God.
This is the especially accept-
able season to seek God’s king-
dom and righteousness. Doing
80, his King will seek us and
our welfare at Armageddon.
This world’s religion, politics,
business and diversions are
purported to be valuable.
God’s Word correctly appraises
them as worthless as far as
aiding us to gain everlasting
life. If any part of this world
were truly valuable, worth the
warmth of satisfaction that so
many seem to find in it, would
Jehovah be about to destroy it?
That he is, John assures us
in the above-quoted words. So
let us not be deceived by what
it has to offer. W 2/15 15, 16a



Tuesday, December 15

Not by a force, nor by power,
but by my Spirit, said Jehovah
of Hosts—Zech. 4:6, Yg.

It is not we but God who
keeps making his organization
grow. So when we consider
how to improve our ministry
we do mot propose the injec-
tion of ideas and schemes of
men for gathering together
people and building up a huge
organization. The organization
is God’s, and only those who
are drawn to it by him be-
cause of being sheeplike per-
sons who love him, his Son and
his kingdom and who have
listened to his Word in belief
have a place in it. Since it is
by means of his spirit that Je-
hovah performs this work, his
people are anxious for there
to be evidence of the operation
of that spirit in their ministry
by bringing forth fruit. If such
is lacking, they study again the
ways and means used by Jesus
Christ and endeavor to copy
him more closely. By thus re-
sponding to the guidance of the
Bible, which was recorded
under inspiration of holy spirit,
they open the way for God’s
sgirit to operate more freely in
their lives, bringing forth the
fruitage in their ministry that
honors God. W 5/1 18a

Wednesday, December 16

FBvery branch in me not bear-
ing fruit he takes away, and
every one bearing fruit he
cleans, that it may bear more
fruit, ohn 15:2.

In the above-quoted words
Jesus gives a very fitting illus-
tration of how those grafted
into the fruit-bearing New
World society should keep
their respective places. These
words also show the terrible
consequences befalling him
who has his own way of doing
things and who is not at one-
ness with the Head and others
in the organization. If we be-
come lax in our bearing fruit
we_are cleaned or trimmed in
order that we may become

more productive. So when cor-
rected, instead of becoming of-
fended and bucking against
the organization, it is much
wiser to keep one’s place and
bear even more frultage, for
disgruntled ones are pitched
outside. Yes, if we would keep
our place in Jehovah’s New
World society we must be obe-
dient to the Superior Author-
ities, Jehovah and Christ,
showing respect toward the cen-
tral governing body, the travel-
ing representatives of that
body, as well as the overseers
in the 1local congregations.
W 7/15 8,9,5a

Thursday, December 17

Your word becomes to me the
exultation and the rejoicing of
my heart, for your name has
been called upon me, O Jeho-
vah God of armies,
—Jer. 15: 16.

We have a fearful responsi-
bility resting upon us. We
have accepted God’s name and
he has favored us with the
lifesaving message for all peo-
ple. Great though the witness
given has been thus far, we
must strive to push out into
new fields. Christendom stands
doomed to suffer destruction
with the world, in comparison
with which the horrors of
Jerusalem’s destruction in
Jeremiah’s day will scem pale.
The lives of countless sheep-
like persons in all quarters of
the earth are imperiled as the
great day of destruction draws
near, Qur work is not done.
Qur obligation is to drive
ahead with this witness work
till the destruction overtakes
a heedless, goatish world. We
are dedicated to do the divine
will. So this is our work ac-
cording to God’s will for now.
This is the work for which we
have been brought to this
hour. For us there can be no
turning aside, no deviating, no
slowing down, no uncertainty,
no inside interference with the
work. W 11/1 38-40



Friday, December 18

For men will be . .. having a

form of godly devotion but

proving false to its power.
—2 Tim. 3:2,5.

The stripping of a sleeping
guard of his outer garments
and the burning of these left
the undependable guard naked.
To his embarrassment his
private parts thus became ex-
posed. Not that God made any
part of the human body shame-
ful; but that because of sin
and immoral passion in the
fallen flesh, sclf-respecting per-
sons feel a measure of shame
at having their private parts
exposed to public gaze, bring-
ing on scorn, ridicule and hu-
miliation. So the rendering of
the unfaithful ministerial
guard naked is a punishment
for his failure. To sheeplike
men and to angels it shows
that he has not been active in
(3od’s service and has not been
fulfilling his commission and
his obligations under that com-
mission. He has not been ful-
filling the purpose of being a
Christian, that of being one of
Jehovah’s witnesses and min-
isters., Only in name has he
been a Christian, having a
mere form of godly devotion
hut really proving false to its
power. W 12/15 28a

Saturday, December 19
They go forth to the kings of
the entire inhabited earth, to
gather them together to the
war of the great day of God
the Almighty.~—Rev. 16:14.

The critical warning, “Look !
I am coming as a thief. Hap-
py is the one that stays awake
and keeps his outer garments,”
was given by the glorified
Christ against a prophetic
background now being dramat-
ically staged on a world-wide
scale. Kings, the rulers of the
entire earth and the Rulers of
heaven, are on the march!
Throughout heaven and earth
is heard the rumble of military
hosts that are now being de-

ployed for the battle of battles,
the wuniversal war of the
Mountain of Megiddo. There
is no neutrality in this war.
Everybody alive is being
forced to a decision, the con-
sequence of which will be
either life or death, survival
or destruction. There is a
pressing need to be aware of
the issue and prove faithful
and dependable on the right
side of the issue. Note how
the timely advice to do this,
at verse 15, is interjected in
the prophetic signs given long
ago to foreshadow things now
taking place, as recorded in
verses 10 to 16 of Revelation
chapter 16. W 12/15 1a
Sunday, December 20
Make disciples . . ., baptizing
them in the name of the I'ather.
—Matt. 28:19.

True Christians are admon-
ished to be subject to Jehovah
and Christ and to have loving
respect for the unified, clean
organization Jehovah  now
uses earth-wide. So both a
dedication and water baptism
acceptable to the true God will
fully harmonize with the terms
of the requirements written in
God’s Word; and every will-
ing learner will eagerly con-
form to such righteous re-
quirements. In line with Je-
sus’ instructions above, the
position of the Father must
necessarily be known to the
taught one. The name “Fa-
ther” shows parenthood, pri-
ority. It refers to the superi-
ority and rxghtful sovereignty
of the true God, Jehovah, and
also is a sign of the supreme
authority of Jehovah. An ap-
preciation of this unique posi-
tion and power must be known
by the learner or disciple. Also,
he properly should be familiar
with and recognize that there
is a great issue of domination
confronting the wuniverse at
this time and that a proper
settlement of that issue will
be successfully accomplished
by Jehovah. W 8/1 7,8a



Monday, December 21

Jehovah i3 necar to all those

calling upon him, to all those

who call upon him in trueness.
—Ps. 145: 18.

We cannot maintain spirit-
ual balance without prayer. It
keeps us reminded of our de-
pendence upon Jehovah. It is
one of the ways we can ex-
press our heartfelt gratitude
for all God’s goodness. It is
the way we can talk with God,
unloading our troubles and
worries upon him. Sincere
prayer brings us near to God.
But to pray with our minds
on something else is not pray-
ing in sincerity. Such prayer
is mechanical and meaning-
less. Whether we are pray-
ing privately or in a congre-
gation our minds should be on
what is said. Prayer is com-
munication with the Creator
and is certainly worthy of our
closest attention. We must
keep our minds stayed on Je-
hovah to maintain spiritual
balance. Heartfelt prayers en-
gender greater trust and de-
pendence upon Jehovah. They
help us stand firm while sur-
rounded by the corruptions of
this old world and while being
buffeted by its persecutions.
—Isa. 26:3,4. W 6/15 22-24a

Tuesday, December 22

Do not put your trust in
nobles, nor in the son of carth-
ling man, to whom no salva-
tion belongs. His spirit gocs
out, he goes back to his ground,
in that day his thoughts do
perish.—Ps. 146:8, 4.

When we make a personal
decision to avoid suffering the
final disastrous consequences of
government by human rulers,
it does not mean we will stir
ourselves up to revolt against
them or will start a revolution
or become anarchists. Carry-
ing out a peaceful or a violent
revolution would mean we
would merely substitute the
government by other men with
a government by ourselves.

The end result would be no
different. However, if we turn
away from government of the
earth by man, even by our-
selves, to whom, then, can we
turn? There is only one to
whom to turn for successful
rulership, and that is to God.
Turn to him for carth’s gov-
ernment? Is that practical?
Most certainly; just as much
so as our turning to man for
government of the earth has
proved impractical by the re-
sults man has reaped today.
Knowing these truths, it is
our privilege to stay by God's
government. W 10/15 5,6

Wednesday, December 23

I shall wash my hands in inno-

cency itself, and I will march

around your altar, O Jehovah.
—Ps. 26:6.

Our worship is not confined
to meeting together and incit-
ing one another to love and
ri%ht works just once a week.
All day long and every day we
must be worshipers of God,
whether we are in meetings or
away from our Kingdom Halls.
After becoming a Christian
one must be clean, as he has
already been washed clean by
the blood of Christ. Christ is
not dying a second time to
give one a second washing.
Many who became Christians
had walked with the wicked in
fornication, idolatry, greed and
drunkenness, but then they
were washed clean. (1 Cor.
6:11) Like David, we must
wash our hands in innocency,
show everyone that we are
clean and separate from the
Devil’s organization and de-
voted to true worship. We are
in the world but are no part
of it, and we cannot have upon
us the stain of its guilt. Pi-
late, not wanting the respon-
gibility of the death of Jesus
upon him, washed his hands
literally. But he could not
wash his hands in innocency
as did David, and as we must
be able to do. W 1/1 20



Thursday, December 24

Keep on the watch aend pray-
ing, that you may not enter
into temptation.—AMait. 26 : 41.
valuable stimulant to
awakeness is our privilege of
prayer to God. More than need
the brothers we need God; and
the loving God has set up a
communication system between
himself and us. This provision
was made because of our need
for it. In his last visit with
his disciples in the garden of
Gethsemane Christ found
prayer to his heavenly Father
a great preventive of spiritual
sleepiness. He must have
prayed a considerable time, to
come and find his trusted dis-
ciples sleeping on his return,
causing him to say, among
other things, the above-quoted
words. Because of not praying
they slept and entered into
temptation. Jesus prayed and
stayed awake and resisted the
greatest temptation. In our
warfare against the demons,
including demon-inspired prop-
aganda, we need more than
the complete suit of armor
from God; we nced prayer too.
We need to be watchful for oc-
casions to pray, realizing clear-
ly what to pray for, as well as
be kept awake by indulging in
prayer.—1 Pet, 4:7. W 12/15
20-22a
Friday, December 25
They are thinking of making
my people forget my name . . .
But I myself did not send
them or command them. So
they will by no means benefit
this people—Jecr, 23:27, 82
Had Jehovah sent the clergy
of Christendom, then they
would not be making God’s
professed people forget his
holy name. To lend no support
to the fact that Jehovah would
have witnesses on earth at
this most critical time the
same as he has had since the
days of Abel, they willfully
arrange to keep God's own
name Jehovah out of their
modern Bible translations. By

their own example and course
of action they deny that a true
Christian must be, as Jesus
Christ himself also was, a wit-
ness of Jehovah God. They
pray the Lord’s Prayer, and
yet they work against the very
opening part of that Prayer,
which says: “Our_Father
which art in heaven, Hallowed
be thi‘ name.” (Matt. 6:9,
AV) For these vital reasons
Jehovah sa{s that he is against
these prophet-preachers. That
is why he tells the people not
to listen to them, for they will
by no means benefit mankind,
ggt 2egen Christendom. W 11/1

Saturday, December 26

O Jehovah . . ., keeping the
covenant and the loving-kind-
ness toward your servants . . .,
you who have kept toward
your servant David my father
that which_you promised him.
—_ i. 8:23, 24.
From the very time that
Jehovah established the cove-
nant with David for the ever-
lasting kingdom, that kingdom
covenant became something de-
manding the loyal support and
adherence of both God and
man, The covenant was in-
separably linked with King
David and his line of rogval
successors. It was personified
in David’s royal house, so that
loyalty to the covenant meant
loyalty to that house. Thus
even though some considerable
time after he had been so high-
ly favored with this covenant
avid was overtaken in a set
of shocking sins, Jehovah did
not cancel the kingdom cove-
nant with David but remained
loyal to it, exercising loving-
kindness. Our loyalty also
must be directed to that cove-
nant. Down to this year 1959,
that is a principle from which
we may never swerve if we are
determined to please the great
Proposer of the covenant, Je-
hovah God. We have Jehovah
himself as our perfect Example
of loyalty. W 12/1 14, 15,17, 18



Sunday, December 27

Clothe yourselves with the
new personality which through
accurate knowlcdge is being re-
newed according to the image
of the one who created it.
—Col. 3:10.

Accurate knowledge makes
us firm, With the help of Je-
hovah, let us stand firm now,
not quickly shaken from rea-
son, not excited or worried.
We add self-control to our
knowledge. We have put on a
new personality through accu-
rate knowledge. Through accu-
rate knowledge we have come
to unity with our brothers
throughout the whole world.
‘We have all received spiritual
food through God’s organiza-
tion and see in harmony. With
God’s hel};; and by his servants’
being filled with accurate
knowledge the enemy will not
break our ranks. Let us stay
in the light, never afraid of
Satan’s darkness. The time
has come to really make the
accurate knowledge our own,
to know our hope, to be ready
always to tell others about it.
Jehovah says we are his wit-
nesses. We need accurate
knowledge to actually be his
witnesses. Jehovah has given
us this great treasure. It is a
treasure that cannot be taken
away. W §/15 20a

Monday, December 28
Above all things, have intense
love for one another, because
love covers a multitude of sins.

—1 Pet. 4: 8.

If we would cultivate a
right mental attitude we must
be able to overlook imperfec-
tions in the organization and
faults in fellow Christians,
Although God’s spirit operates
on the organization, it does
not govern every decision and
every movement of the human
overseers. These men are free
moral agents who are left to
make decisions they feel best
for the New World society.
They are mature Christians

who are capable of letting
God’s Word and its_principles
guide them in making wise
decisions. But should one mis-
takenly make an unwise deci-
sion, that should be no reason
for a person’s becoming dis-
gruntled and sour. It is no
reason to become eynical. A
well-balanced Christian will
overlook mistakes and imper-
fections. He will remember
that he is serving God, not
men., he will remember
that except for Christ, God
has always used imperfect men
to care for his interests in the
earth. If we have intense love
for one another, then we will
delight to cover over short-
comings. W 6/15 35
Tuesday, December 29
Let him that thinks he has a
firm position beware that he
does not fall.—1 Cor. 10: 12.
Only few have found the
narrow way of integrity. Of
those who have, some failed to
maintain spiritual balance and
fell. A few of these fallen ones
recovered and made the diffi-
cult climb back. It was only
by their sincere, heartfelt re-
pentance and God’s undeserved
kindness that they were able
to return to the road. How
long they stay on it depends
upon them. If they now act as
wise persons by watching how
they walk and by developing
and maintaining good spiritual
balance, they will be able to
stay on the road until their
goal of eternal life ig reached.
‘What happened to these as
well as what happened to
those who fell and did not re-
cover should be a warning to
all of us. We cannot be in-
different to the forces trying
to make us fall. We cannot
ignore Scriptural warnings of
stumbling stones. We cannot
close our eyes to symptoms of
poor spiritual balance. Too
much is at stake. So “brace up
your minds for activity, keep
completely balanced.”—1 Pet.
1:13. W 6/15 29,30a



Wednesday, December 30

You are the light of the world.
A city cannot be hid when
situated upon a mountain.
—Matt. 5: 14

As a minister Jesus was not
out of sight and inconspicuous
as when he was a carpenter in
Nazareth. As the great Sign
from Jehovah he was seen In
all parts of his territory, going
from city to city and from vil-
lage to village, preaching pub-
licly and also in the homes of
the people. Copying him, we
also can be prominent, not to
show off, but to call attention
to Jehovah’s signs and won-
ders. Most effectively we can
do this by preaching publicly
and from house to house. In
this way Jesus’ prophetic
words at Matthew 24 : 14 must
be fulfilled. This preaching of
the good news anywhere by
the remnant and their sheep-
like associates is in itself a
most eloquent sign, a wonder
that excites the attention of
all the world. It is indubitable
evidence that God’s kingdom
in the hands of his heavenly
Immanuel has been set up as
the capital of the universe, It
is a sign that portends that
the nations of this world now
face their end and will meet it
just as soon as our preaching
is finished according to the di-
vine will. Let them read the
sign! W 11/15 18, 19a

Thursday, December 31

Holy, holy, holy is Jehovah
God, the :il«rm‘ghty, who was
and who is and who is coming.
—Rev. 4:8

As a reward for staying
awake, ever on the watch at
the temple against what is un-
clean and harmful, we have a
joyful share in maintaining on
earth the true religion, ‘“‘the
form of worship that is clean
and undefiled.” We thus share
in loyally vindicating the wor-
ship of the only true and en-
during God, Jehovah, thus
clearing his holy name of re-
proach. His is the only wor-
ship that will continue in
practice under divine approval
clear through the “war of the
great day of God the Al-
mighty” and be practiced in
the new order of things under
God’s kingdom by Jesus Christ.
In harmony with this, the ap-
proved watchful ministers will
have the reward of forever
worshiping and adoring the
victorious King of eternity,
and joining with the living
creatures throughout the uni-
verse in ceaselessly saying the
above-quoted words. The ap-
proved watchful ministers will
thus fulfill the highest purpose
of their living, which is to
glorify and magnify God the
Creator forever. W 12/15 32a
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